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WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHERY?
By Melissa Waterman
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Patrick Keliher was
brief and to the point at a session on the future of the Maine lobster fishery at
the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in March. Referring to southern New England’s
and Maine’s respective fisheries, he said, “We’re up and they’re down due to
recruitment failure. Since 2012 we’ve talked about being ready for a decline. We
don’t want to duplicate what happened in southern New England.”
Maine lobster landings decreased in 2017, totaling nearly 111 million pounds,
down from 132 million in 2016. Lobster landings have remained above 100 million pounds since 2011 although the price per pound has varied sharply by year.
Keliher was clear that he doesn’t see any immediate cause for alarm. “The sky
isn’t falling,” he said, “but it is always good to be prepared to change when we
see changes.”
Keliher spoke about Amendment 26 to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission’s (ASMFC’s) lobster management plan. The Amendment will require all lobstermen to submit daily trip reports at the end of five years; until
that time, Maine’s mandatory 10% harvester reporting requirement will stay
in place. The goal of the change is to gather more data on the offshore lobster
fishery in the Gulf of Maine. The ASMFC has also set up a subcommittee to look
at development of an electronic reporting system for lobster vessels.
The AMSFC has initiated another amendment to investigate making lobster
regulations for Georges Bank and the Gulf of Maine more consistent. In its 2015
stock assessment, the ASMFC redefined the lobster populations in the two ar-

Maine lobstermen will face numerous challenges in the future, among
them fluctuations in the lobster population and right whale
entanglements. MLA photo.
eas as one stock. Ensuring that there are consistent regulations, such as mandatory V-notching of egg-bearing lobsters, among the Lobster Conservation
Areas makes sense. “The point is to maintain resiliency and to get conservation
Continued on page 6
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On March 28, Canada’s Minister of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)
Dominic LeBlanc announced new management measures for the
spring Area 12 Gulf of St. Lawrence snow crab fishing season to protect right whales.

GUEST COLUMN:

A Canadian Coast Guard ice breaker will open some of the northern
New Brunswick fishing harbors to allow for an earlier start to the
fishing season. There will be fewer traps permitted in the water and
all traps will have to be removed from the water by June 30, about
two weeks earlier than usual. Fishermen have increased reporting
required using a vessel monitoring system to ensure compliance
with new regulations.

GUEST COLUMN:

LeBlanc also announced both fixed and temporary closures in areas
where right whale are spotted. Temporary closures will be implemented where right whales are observed and will be lifted once two
surveillance flights show the whales are no longer in the area. The
federal government is dramatically increasing its aerial and at-sea
surveillance to detect right whales. The minister also lifted the suspension of whale disentanglement rescue efforts. DFO is committing
$1million per year to support marine mammal response groups.

NEWS FROM THE MLA

In late January, LeBlanc had announced that there would be a limit
on rope used in the Gulf of St. Lawrence snow crab fishery. Rope restrictions include limiting the rope floating at the surface connecting
the primary buoy to traps and requiring the primary line to the trap
to sink. Metal weights may be added to the line. The surface system
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President’s
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

After the endless snowstorms of March, it’s encouraging to be looking ahead to the warming temperatures of
April. This is the time that Maine’s lobstermen are painting buoys, replacing traps, and generally doing the maintenance needed to get ready for the 2018 fishing season.
Let’s hope that April lives up to her reputation and no lateseason snowstorms spoil the month.

Board of Directors
David Cousens, Chairman

In this issue of Landings, we review the wealth of information presented at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in early
March. The Forum always covers a lot of ground and this
year was no exception. With rumors of a decline in last
year’s catch, many came to learn how the lobster fishery fared in 2017. The rumors did not disappoint — the
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) reported that
landings had dropped by 16% compared to 2016’s record
catch, but were still well above 100 million pounds. DMR
staff gave an overview of the agency’s various lobster surveys, most of which show strong numbers of sublegal lobsters both inshore and offshore. The annual settlement survey, however, once again indicated a drop in the density of
the smallest lobsters, called young of the year, the fourth
consecutive year of declining numbers.

James Dow, Vice Chairman
Elliott Thomas, Treasurer
William Brennan
Amy Lent
Kristan Porter

Staff
President:

Patrice McCarron
Landings Editor:

Melissa Waterman

Landings is published monthly.
It is provided for free to all
Maine lobstermen thanks to the
support of newsletter sponsors.
This month’s edition is sponsored
by the Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s
Co-op, Spruce Head Fishermen’s
Co-op, Stonington Lobstermen’s
Co-op and Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Co-op.

Get noticed in
LANDINGS!
2018 Advertising Rates
Full page (10 x 14.65 inches)

$945

Half page (10 x 7.35 inches)

$500

Quarter page (4.9 x 7.35 inches) $280
Eighth page (4.9 x 3.5 inches)

$165

Business Card (3.5 x 2 inches)

$55

Color ads are an additional $75. Discount for
multi-month commitment.

The advertising deadline is the
second Monday of each month.
Please contact
Melissa Waterman
(melissa@mainelobstermen.org
or 967-6221) for more information.

Thank you!
Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
P.O. Box 315
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org

Michael Donihue, an economics professor at Colby College,
presented his findings from a study of lobster dealers in
the state. The study was funded by the Lobster Research,
Education and Development (RED) fund and looked at
the direct and indirect contributions of lobster dealers to
the state’s economy. Based on data from 21 companies,
Donihue extrapolated that the contribution totals approximately $1 billion in economic value to Maine each year.
A major point of interest at this year’s Forum was the status of North American right whales. The endangered species suffered an unprecedented number of deaths last year,
mainly in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Under the Endangered
Species Act and the Marine Mammal Protection Act,
NOAA is responsible for ensuring the continued existence
of the whales, a fact that led to two lawsuits against the
agency this winter. At issue is whether the lobster fishery “jeopardizes” the population. As DMR Commissioner
Patrick Keliher noted in his presentation, “Whales are the
largest challenge for this industry. We must be united in
how we are going to deal with right whales.” One technique
to protect the whales from entanglement in lobster gear is
ropeless fishing. Mark Baumgartner, from the Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institute, explained that ropeless fishing,
which has been used in a limited fashion in Australia, uses
modems and acoustic signals to allow lobstermen to find
and retrieve traps without the use of buoys and vertical
lines. This idea was not well received by lobstermen.
We also summarize the presentation by Matt Jacobson,
executive director of the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative (MLMC) on the Collaborative’s past activities and plans for 2018. The 2013 Act establishing the
Collaborative set its tenure at five years, ending in October
2018. After review by the seven lobster zone councils and
the state Lobster Advisory Council, the Marine Resources
Committee successfully moved forward a bill this spring
to reauthorize the Collaborative for another three years.
Jacobson reflected on the group’s efforts to promote Maine
soft-shell lobster to influential chefs and others in the food

industry through its signature “Maine After Midnight”
events in major cities. This year the culinary events will include live broadcasts featuring Maine lobstermen as well
as chefs.
March also included the annual Seafood Expo North
America show in Boston. Once again the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association, in partnership with the Maine
Coast Fishermen’s Association, MLMC and Hannaford
Supermarkets, took a busload of lobstermen, seafood dealers and others to the show. Despite yet another snowstorm
in the offing, the participants enjoyed a global experience
at the vast Expo, culminating in the MLMC’s lobster reception at the Seafood Expo Buildings. “[The trip is] always
informative and an opportunity to glimpse firsthand the
global seafood world and the overwhelming competition,”
said Mike Mesko of Vinalhaven.
On a different note, Landings highlights the work being
done at the University of Maine on fishermen’s resiliency
in the face of environmental and economic change. Most
fishing communities in Maine currently depend on lobstering for their economic welfare. Without a robust lobster
fishery, many small businesses and organizations in those
communities would falter and fail. Assistant research professor Joshua Stoll and colleagues have completed a study
on just how flexible Maine fishermen are based on the diversity of fishing permits individuals hold. They found that
because fishermen have become more specialized, in part
due to regulatory limits in the fisheries, few can be called
truly resilient in the face of significant changes, such as a
drop in the lobster stock.
We also hear from two fisheries regulators on changes
to the lobster management plans for the Gulf of Maine.
Megan Ware, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC) staff, writes about the upcoming lobster stock assessment process, last completed in 2015. Recognizing the
importance of warming water temperatures in the Gulf of
Maine, the assessment will focus for the first time on quantifying the environmental factors that influence the lobster
fishery and on evaluating the implications of lobster habitat expansion or contraction for the population.
Peter Burns, a fisheries policy analyst at NOAA’s Greater
Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, explores the ASMFC
Lobster Board’s proposed reporting and data collection requirements for lobstermen. The recommendations are under consideration by the National Marine Fisheries Service
for implementation in federal waters. The Lobster Board
recommends that all lobstermen be required to report trip
data to give managers a better understanding of where and
to what extent lobstering is taking place and to improve
biological data on the offshore trap fishery.
Finally, Landings features the work of Belfast artist Susan
Tobey White. White, whose husband is a lobsterman, is
fascinated by the women who work in the lobster fishery.
She has planned a series of paintings featuring the women,
their boats, and their buoys. We are delighted to include
her story and her paintings in this issue of Landings.
We hope you enjoy this month’s issue and welcome your
stories and feedback.
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GUEST COLUMN: New lobster reporting requirements to begin
By Peter Burns

At its February meeting, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s
(ASMFC) Lobster Management Board approved a new addendum to the lobster and Jonah crab fishery management plans. The addendum has specific
requirements for lobster harvesting states and makes specific recommendations to NOAA Fisheries for federal waters. NOAA Fisheries is evaluating these
recommendations. This article summarizes the Commission’s addendum and
recommendations.
The addendum expands the reporting requirements in the lobster and Jonah
crab fisheries. The Board approved this addendum because it believes that this
additional information would improve the data on where and to what extent
these fisheries take place and improve the amount and type of biological data
collected in the offshore trap fishery. Given the expansion of the Jonah crab
fishery and the movement of lobster trap effort offshore in recent years, the
Board expects the addendum will address data gaps due to inconsistent reporting and data collection requirements by state and federal agencies. These
expanded reporting requirements would apply across all jurisdictions, although for the reasons explained below, only NOAA Fisheries and the Maine
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) would need to change their harvester
reporting regulations.
The Board expects that the additional information would:
•

Improve the quality of future lobster and Jonah crab stock assessments;

•

Allow for more complete analysis of the effects of offshore energy projects
and coral protection areas on the trap fisheries;

•

Help evaluate interactions between fishing gear and large whales.

The addendum also promotes the development of electronic reporting technologies to reduce the burden on agencies and fishermen and establishes a
one-year electronic tracking pilot program to improve offshore law enforcement.
New Data Collected

With the exception of Maine, all ASMFC
states already require all their licensees to
submit catch reports. While Maine’s current
10% harvester reporting requirement does a
satisfactory job of assessing state-wide landings and trap hauls, the Board voted to require 100% harvester reporting for Maine to
address the lack of information on where the
fishery takes place and the type and amount
of gear used.

Peter Burns is a fisheries
policy analyst at the Greater
Atlantic Regional Fisheries
Office in Gloucester. NOAA
photo.

Maine would have five years to come online with mandatory trip-level reporting for its state lobster licensees, while continuing its current level of harvester
reporting (10%). The five-year delay is intended to allow Maine DMR to work
with other states and the Commission to assess the appropriate options for
electronic reporting. The electronic option could reduce the time and costs of
submitting and processing catch reports and would include the new data that
the addendum requires. According to the ASMFC, electronic reporting will also
make it easier for lobstermen because the system will store a vessel’s general
information so the lobsterman won’t have to fill that part out each time he or
she makes a report.
Changes to NOAA Fisheries Reporting Requirements
Similar to Maine’s requirements, the ASMFC recommends that NOAA Fisheries
require all federal lobster permit holders to submit vessel trip reports (VTRs).
Currently, a little more than half of federal lobster permit holders submit reports. They are only required to do so if they hold other permits, such as
groundfish permits, that have VTR requirements. Those who hold only federal
Continued on page 4
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The addendum asks for additional data from all state and federal permit holders, such as the number of deployed vertical lines, number of traps per trawl,
number of traps hauled and set per trip, trip length, and soak time. This in-

formation is designed to help managers and
scientists more accurately assess the amount
of fishing effort. The addendum also requests
information on the lobster management area
and the ten-minute square location in which
traps are hauled to significantly improve information on catch and effort location.
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GUEST COLUMN: Lobster stock assessment will consider climate change
By Megan Ware, ASMFC

This year, the American Lobster Technical Committee will begin work on the
next benchmark stock assessment for lobster. The Technical Committee (TC),
which is comprised of state biologists and federal scientists, is scheduled to
meet in Rhode Island on May 14 to 17 to begin the stock assessment process.
As a first step, the TC will review data from trawl surveys, ventless trap surveys,
commercial landings, and sea and port sampling to understand what information is available for use in the assessment model. For Maine, this will include a
review of data from DMR sea sampling trips, the Maine/New Hampshire trawl
survey, and landings from Maine dealer reports. During the meeting, the TC
also will review any new sources of data as well as data submitted by members
of the public.
Two new focuses for this upcoming benchmark stock assessment will be to
quantify environmental/climatic drivers in the lobster fishery and evaluate the
implications of habitat expansion or contraction on population productivity.
The 2015 Stock Assessment concluded that warming waters are a contributing
factor to the disparate stock conditions along the Atlantic coast. Specifically,
the 2015 Stock Assessment showed that the Gulf of Maine is experiencing more
days of optimal temperature conditions (12-18oC or 53o-64o F.), promoting recruitment and increased stock abundance. In contrast, southern New England
is experiencing more days above optimal temperature conditions (>20oC or 68o
F.), negatively impacting population dynamics.

This upcoming stock assessment seeks
to build from these findings by quantifying environmental impacts to better
inform management. In addition, the
assessment will investigate how these
climatic changes are impacting the
habitat available to lobster. Settlement
surveys in the Gulf of Maine have
shown declines over the last five years;
the stock assessment will examine to
what degree changes in habitat are contributing to changes in the movement
of lobster and/or their reproduction.

Megan Ware is a fisheries
management plan coordinator
at the ASMFC. ASMFC photo.

The stock assessment process is expected to continue over two years, with a
completion date of 2020. Following the
May TC meeting, the group will focus on evaluating new information regarding
lobster life history (i.e. growth rates, size at maturity, migrations) and associated modifications to the assessment model. Much of this work will take place
throughout 2019.
Information regarding upcoming meetings can be found on the calendar tab of
the ASMFC website (www.asmfc.org/calendar/). In addition, information regarding submission of data sources for the upcoming stock assessment can be found
here: http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/5a70cf3bpr02LobsterDataWorkshop.pdf.

Burns continued from page 3

lobster permits, of which about 1,000 hail from Maine ports, would now have
to report as well.
The ASMFC believes that requiring both Maine licensees and NOAA Fisheries
federal permit holders to report would eliminate the significant data gap we
have in the Gulf of Maine component of the fishery.
The ASMFC asked NOAA Fisheries to make the changes as soon as practicable
and to develop a fixed-gear trip reporting form to take the place of the existing federal VTR because the federal VTR was not originally designed for use
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in fixed-gear fisheries such as lobster and Jonah crab. The ASMFC also recommended that NOAA Fisheries take action to expand lobster biological sampling
activities in the offshore areas. To accomplish these tasks, NOAA Fisheries has
begun to develop a proposed rule, as well as environmental, economic, and
technical analyses that review the ASMFC’s recommendations and reasonable
alternatives. NOAA Fisheries will request public comment on these recommendations and other alternatives before we implement anything in a final
rule, if we implement anything, because we will also consider and evaluate a
no-action alternative.
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COLBY COLLEGE RESEARCH REVEALS ECONOMIC IMPACT OF
LOBSTER DEALERS IN MAINE
By Melissa Waterman
A lot of lobster, nearly 111 million pounds in 2017, travels from Maine’s wharves
out into the world and a large number of companies are involved in that movement. To find out the economic value those companies bring to the state, the Maine Lobster Dealers’
Association (MLDA) partnered with Colby College
professor of economics Michael Donihue on a study
funded through the Lobster Research, Education and
Development (RED) fund made possible through
the sale of Maine’s lobster license plates. Donihue’s
research estimated that Maine’s lobster dealers generate $1 billion in value in the state per year.
The definition of a lobster dealer, according to
Annie Tselikis, executive director of the MLDA,
is a company that moves lobster into the supply
chain. What that company actually does could be
anything from aggregating the lobsters in a holding
facility to processing the lobster into a value-added
product. “It is everything from the dock to the consumer. It’s all intertwined,” Tselikis said. “The lobster changes hands multiple times. It gets differentiated to sell into the market.”

was able to extrapolate a total value of Maine’s lobster dealers to be $1 billion
annually, comprising approximately 4,000 jobs in the state (www.colby.edu/lobsters2dollars or at www.youtube.com/watch?v=LSBK72HiW_U&t=411s).
Questions from the audience focused on how lobstermen could be better paid for high-quality lobsters. “You need to know where your lobsters are going,” responded Brendan Ready, co-owner of Ready
Brothers Seafood in Portland. “Are they being processed or sold live? The demand for each differs by
the time of year.” He argued that more money will
come to lobstermen if they push for their lobsters
to be sold to companies that want a highe- quality product. “It should be a collaboration between
the harvesters and dealers to reward your efforts.
Always ask ‘Where’s it going?’” he said.

The 2017 Canadian-European Union Trade
Agreement (CETA) has made dealers nervous. In
Companies that move lobster into the supply
September CETA removed the 8% tariff on live
chain generate indirect and direct economic
Canadian lobsters shipped to Europe and will rebenefits to Maine. MLA photo by A. Tselikis.
move tariffs on processed and frozen lobsters in
five years. “It’s a problem,” said Scout Wuerthner,
general manager at Inland Lobster. “We process 35% of the lobsters we buy and
sell those processed lobsters mostly to Europe.” Asian demand is strong but
The goal of this study, explained Donihue, was to estimate the economic imporprimarily for live lobsters in the 1¼- to 1½-pound range, Ready added. The uptance of that distribution chain in Maine. To do so, he gathered 2016 financial
coming season will indicate just how CETA is affecting Maine lobster dealers.
and employment data from 21 lobster dealer companies throughout the state.
Using that data, he then looked at the direct and induced economic effects
Companies participating in Lobsters2Dollars study
of the companyies’ expenditures. Induced effects reflect the fact that a dollar
Sea Sale Lobster
Inland Lobster
A.C. Inc
spent on wages is multiplied in terms of its economic impact as each worker
Seaview Lobster
Island Lobster
Atwood Lobster
spends earnings on things like groceries, gas, utilities, etc. That spending in
Stonington Lobster
J.P.
’
s
Shellfi
sh
Bean
Maine
Lobster
turn affects the revenue stream of the grocer, gas station owner, and utility
Co-op
Maine Coast
D.B. Rice Fisheries LTD
company. An indirect effect comes from spending on new equipment, mainteTaylor Lobster Co.
Maine Lobster Outlet
Easter Traders
nance, and supplies — business-to-business purchases. Donihue also gathered
Maine Seafood Ventures Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Garbo Lobster
data on the companies’ output and number of jobs. “We measured employCo-op
Gouldsboro Enterprises Ready Seafood
ment and training costs, utilities, operating expenses, contracted services, and
Rocky Coast Maine LLC
Greenhead Lobster
other expenses,” Donihue explained. Based on those 21 companies, Donihue
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STATUS OF NORTH AMERICAN RIGHT WHALES TOPIC OF
FISHERMEN’S FORUM SESSION
By Melissa Waterman
The audience packed the room at the Fishermen’s Forum for a presentation on
the status of North Atlantic right whales. Mark Baumgartner from the Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institute opened the presentation with a review of right
whale population numbers.
Biologists have found that the right whale population, which had grown slowly
but steadily since 1997, began decreasing in 2010. The number of calves born decreased while the number of whale deaths increased. According to the annual
Stock Assessment Report on right whales, deaths due to ship strikes have dropped
while those due to entanglement in fishing gear have increased. “We track right
whales by photo identification,” Baumgartner explained. “For every dead animal
found there may be two or three more unseen and dead.” He also noted that there
are fewer female whales in the population than in the past. A lack of breeding
females means that within 23 years the population could be functionally extinct.
Scientists believe that several factors are contributing to the low calving rate
for right whales. “There are changes in the environment that affect the availability of food, specifically the copepod Calanus finmarchicus,” Baumgartner
said. “The females are not getting enough fat to calve.” In addition, entanglement in fishing gear causes injuries that take a long time for whales to recover
from; during that time the females will not become pregnant.
In 2017, there were five right whale births recorded and 17 deaths. Twelve of
those deaths happened in Canadian waters (5 due to vessel strikes, 2 to entanglements and 5 to unknown causes), five in the U.S. (1 to vessel strike, 4
unknown causes). Whale deaths are recorded in the place of death.
Baumgartner hypothesizes the risk of a whale’s entanglement is related to the
number of lobster traps fished. Maine lobstermen set nearly 3 million traps;
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, by contrast, set much fewer. But are there
whales coming into Maine waters? “Yes, a few,” said Baumgartner, referencing
studies done in 1989-1991 and 2000. “Lots of gear means an increase in the risk
of entanglement.”
After a review of gear taken from entangled whales from 2009 to the present,
given by Mark Minton, NMFS, Mike Asaro from the Greater Atlantic Regional
Fisheries Office spoke about two court cases recently brought against NMFS
based on violations of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The first suit, brought in January by the Center
for Biological Diversity and other environmental organizations, calls for an
ESA Section 7 consultation. That means NMFS must issue a Biological Opinion

on whether the New England lobster fishery, which is permitted through a
federal Fishery Management Plan, jeopardizes the right whale population.
Its last Biological Opinion, completed in 2014, found that lobster fishing did
not jeopardize right whales. The consultation process leading to a Biological
Opinion will be based on the status of the species, description of federally permitted activities, and an effects analysis. The second lawsuit was brought by
the Conservation Law Foundation in early February on similar grounds.
The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team (ALWTRT) also is taking steps to
evaluate how best to protect right whales. Currently there are numerous regulations in place to protect the whales including a seasonal closure in Massachusetts.
The ALWTRT has set up two subgroups, one to study the possibility of using
1,700-pound-strength rope and the other to evaluate the technical, functional,
and economic feasibility of ropeless fishing techniques in the lobster fishery.
Amy Knowlton, a marine biologist at the New England Aquarium in Boston,
spoke about the impact that stronger rope has had on right whales. Copolymer
rope that came into use in the mid-1990s is much stronger than earlier types of
rope. She noted that according to the photo catalogue on right whales maintained by the Aquarium, 85% of all identified right whales show signs of being
entangled in fishing gear. “Those injuries have become more severe and the
entanglements have become more complex and lethal,” she said.
Knowlton studied 70 cases of fishing gear entanglement by four species of
whales. She found two patterns: smaller whales, such as minkes, and right
whale calves up to two years old could break free of ropes with less than 1,700
pound breaking strength. She also found that with more traps on the bottom, a
whale could break a 1,700-pound line more quickly than a line with fewer traps
on it. She also referenced a “Chinese finger,” a section of hollow braided rope
spliced into existing rope, that could act as a weak link and break if a whale
became entangled. The technique is now being tested in Massachusetts by fishermen seeking access to the closure area.
Ropeless fishing, Baumgartner said, removes the endline and buoy from a trap,
thus keeping a whale from entanglement. The technology sinks the surface system to the bottom and uses a modem, like those found in smartphones, to retrieve the gear. The modem on the boat triggers a mechanism on the trap that
releases the rope and buoy which then float to the surface. Another technique
is to release a float, which would lift the trap itself to the surface.
Acoustic devices on the boats and traps would allow fishermen to communicate with their traps and locate them as well as feed information to their cell
phones. For example, if the current moved a trap and another boat passed over
it and picked up its signal, a text would be sent to the owner’s cell phone providing the trap’s location.
The audience did not respond well to the notion of ropeless fishing. Many expressed a sense that ropeless lobster fishing was ridiculous in such a large fishery as Maine’s as well as a needless expense to lobstermen.

Lobster future continued from page 1

Your quality trap supplies at a great price!
Nettings, ropes, bait bags, gears, &
accessories.

Check our dealer near you
check with us at

WWW.LEEFISHERFISHING.COM
(800) 356-5464

measures instituted across the board,” Keliher said.
“We have to ask ourselves, where do we want to be in two, five, or ten years?
Should economics dictate our fishery policy? Should we manage the stock for
resiliency or for social engineering?” Keliher asked rhetorically.
He then turned to the topic on the minds of most lobstermen, right whales.
“Whales are the largest challenge for this industry. We must be united in how
we are going to deal with right whales,” he said. “Frankly, the groups pushing
for ropeless fishing need to know the ramifications for the industry and how it
will affect compliance.”
Two lawsuits have been brought by environmental organizations this year
against the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) because of the 17 right
whale deaths that occurred in 2017. The lawsuits allege that NMFS is in violation of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Marine Mammal Protection
Act (MMPA) because it has allowed lobster fishing to continue, causing harm
to the protected whales. The plaintiffs ask that a new “Biological Opinion” on
the impact of the lobster fishery on right whales be initiated. “MMPA and ESA
are the two 800-pound gorillas in the room. There are lots of moving parts,”
Keliher said. If a new “Biological Opinion” finds that lobster fishing or any other
fishery jeopardizes right whales, then NMFS can dictate management actions
in those fisheries to protect whales. Patrice McCarron, executive director of
the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, explained that the Atlantic Large Whale
Take Reduction Team is reviewing actions that could be taken in that instance.
A subcommittee of the larger Team is reviewing and will present a report by
October on the functional, technological and economic feasibility of ropeless
fishing; a second subcommittee is looking at the use of whale release rope (or
“weak rope”) and modified gear marking. The Take Reduction Team is expected
to finish its work in the fall of 2018.
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Our leadership has changed. Our mission has not.
Join now during our Spring membership
campaign. New Harvester members only $200!
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association is known for the work we
do. We’ve been working for Maine lobstermen since 1954.

David Cousens 1991 - 2018

Les Dyer 1954-1966

Kristan Porter, Cutler, ME

Ed Blackmore 1974 - 1991

Ossie Beal 1967-1974

Continuity. Integrity. Perseverance.
MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail with payments to: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043
Harvester Membership Levels








First Time Member
$200
Highliner
$350
Harvester
$250
Harvester Family*
$325
$125
Junior Harvester (under 18)
$125
Senior Harvester (over 65)
Retired Harvester (no longer a captain) $50

Individual Membership Levels:
 Sternman
 Lobster Friend
 Lobster Lover

$50
$100
$250

Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________ Cell:____________________ D.O.B:_______________
Email:___________________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:_____________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:_________________ Zone & District:___________________
*Family Members:________________________________________________________

Payment info: Pay with:
Visa
MasterCard
Check: #_______________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________ Exp. date:____________ CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
1st VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
2nd VP: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 677-0148
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Mike Sargent, Steuben, 460-1316
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Membership Director

Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Health Insurance Navigator
Bridget Thornton
bridget@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place in
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
April 11, noon, Nautilus
Restaurant

STEAMING AHEAD
There has been an inordinate amount of negative press implicating the lobster industry in the decline of the right whale
population. The media continuously cites an unfounded
prediction that right whales will go extinct within 20 years if
drastic measures are not taken. They imply that because of the
size of the Maine lobster fishery, we are responsible for many
of the ills facing these whales. They raise concerns about the
industry without acknowledgement of the industry’s record
of diligent, responsible and costly changes to fishing practices
in order to protect the whale population.
Enough is enough. Though not reflected in the reporting on
the plight of right whales, the population increased from 295
animals in 1997 to 458 whales in 2015. During that time fishermen implemented a suite of whale protection measures.
According to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS),
these measures have made the oceans safer for right whales
by removing 27,000 miles of floating rope and 2,740 miles of
buoy lines from the ocean. And since implementation of the
sinking line rule in 2009, NMFS reports that groundlines have
not been observed to cause a right whale entanglement.
Right whales are still facing an uphill battle, but not because
of the Maine lobster fishery.
Ocean conditions have changed dramatically in recent years.
As lobstermen, you are well aware of these differences as you
adapt your strategies to catch lobster and observe the unusual
species that now come up in your traps. The Gulf of Maine is
getting warmer and marine species are shifting because of that.
Right whales depend on dense patches of zooplankton,
Calanus finmarchicus, for their diet. They need a lot of Calanus
to fuel their 50-foot-long bodies and for the females to put on
enough blubber to successfully reproduce. Scientists know
that right whales have not been following the same pattern
of visits to Gulf of Maine feeding grounds. They have moved
away from Maine waters and are now rarely seen in the Bay
of Fundy, where large aggregations once arrived punctually
in late summer. Only a handful of sightings took place in the
mid- and southeast-Atlantic calving grounds this year.
Right whales instead have been showing up in record numbers in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence during prime snow crab fishing season
and in large numbers in Cape Cod Bay during the winter months
to feed. And over the last two years right whales produced only
five documented calves — a number disappointingly below their
recent reproductive productivity rate.
The right whales’ move into Canada’s unregulated waters has
created the current crisis. In 2017, 12 right whales were found
dead in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Necropsies revealed that five
were killed by vessel strikes, two were killed by entanglement
in Canadian snow crab gear and five cases were not solved.
There were five additional live entanglements; three were disentangled and two were not seen again. U.S. fishermen are
not completely off the hook as another five right whales were
found dead in U.S. waters, although interactions with fishing
gear for those whales is undocumented. Researchers were
only able to determine one cause of death, and it was due to a
vessel strike. The other four bodies were in such poor condition that it was impossible to determine cause of death.
Recent scientific publications link the decline of right whales
to changing environmental conditions and the corresponding
changes in prey availability, including Calanus, though you’d
never know it by reading newspaper articles. It’s pretty basic:
if right whales can’t find enough food because the species have
shifted, their health status is compromised and their ability to
reproduce likely will be impacted. From all the evidence available, I am convinced that the primary cause of the current crisis for right whales arises from changes associated with climate
change. The crisis was compounded by the spike in right whale
deaths in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, which could have been avoided if protective fishery and shipping practices had been in place.
So why the unwarranted attention directed towards the
Maine lobster fishery? Compared to most fisheries, the Maine
lobster fishery is enormous. With more than 4,000 commercial lobstermen, we are a Goliath. Even so, the fishermen who

make up this Goliath are internationally renowned as effective,
responsible ocean stewards who work from small boats, each
with a tiny individual footprint, and are dedicated to sustaining the lobster resource and protecting whales. Many lobstermen have partnered with scientists to understand how fishing
rope interacts with whales and to test new gear technologies.
The MLA has been working for years to understand and address entanglements. In most entanglement cases, we don’t
know where the gear was originally set or even which fishery it
came from. It’s just piles of rope. The nature of whale entanglements in fishing rope is still poorly understood. Only a very few
entanglements have ever been witnessed so we are still trying
to learn more about where right whales are likely to get entangled, how right whales get entangled, how changes in our gear
could reduce the likelihood whales will get entangled and how
to reduce the possibility that a whale will be seriously harmed
if it does encounter rope. Two facts have emerged from the evidence: the Maine lobster fishery uses a lot of rope and the larger and stronger the fishing rope, the greater the risk to whales.
Contrary to recent press accounts, however, the spate of entanglements in late 2016 and 2017 does not raise new concerns
for or about the Maine lobster industry; it was not involved.
The gear recovered from the 2016-2017 entanglements does
not resemble lobster gear fished in Maine. The rope involved
was larger than a half-inch in diameter and typically spliced
so tightly that you can barely see it. Many of the ropes have a
lead tracer running through them and an unusual buoy attachment involving a metal wire. This gear is consistent with
that used in the Canadian snow crab fishery, not the Maine
lobster fishery.
Despite our lack of full understanding of how entanglements
happen, there are a few ideas out there on how to fix the problem. Ropeless fishing has been promoted by a few scientists as
the Holy Grail. If we get rid of all the rope in the water column,
whales cannot get entangled in it. The MLA has investigated
this technology. MLA president Kristan Porter fished aboard a
lobater boat in Australia that uses it and later hosted the manufacturer and lobsterman aboard his boat in Maine. His observations confirm what anyone who understands the operations
of the Maine lobster fishery already knows —ropeless fishing is
not a realistic option for Maine. There are other ideas, such as
weak rope, which may hold promise. But there is still much more
work to be done to understand whether weak rope would actually help whales and could be fished safely. I have spoken with
many Maine lobstermen who are developing ideas on changes
that could reduce the risk to whales. These and other ideas that
emerge must be explored as we refine our understanding of the
interaction between whales and the lobster fishery.
Of all the moving parts to this issue, the biggest challenge
right now is our engagement with the federal laws that protect
right whales. NMFS is in the process of conducting a review
of how several fisheries, including the lobster fishery, affect
the status of the right whale population under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act. This review will result in a “Biological
Opinion” on whether there is jeopardy to the existence of right
whales. Given that whales are currently dying faster than they
are reproducing, it is possible that NMFS may determine that
any number of human activities — including some aspects of
lobster fishing — are placing the right whale population in
jeopardy. If such a determination is made, NMFS may be obligated by law to develop additional protective measures, some
of which could affect current whale regulations.
Finding a way to resolve this issue and keep Maine lobstermen working is MLA’s top priority. The issue is complex and
demands a significant amount of our time and resources.
Fortunately, the MLA knows the issue, we know the players
and we will not be pushed aside. Our job is to advocate to keep
Maine lobstermen, and future generations of lobstermen,
working in a sustainable fishery that preserves our precious
marine resources. The economic survival of our fishery and
coastal communities depends on it. It is a job we take to heart.
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
The Legislature gave the green light for three more years of marketing Maine
lobster by reauthorizing the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative through
October 2021. The Marine Resources Committee voted 11 to 2 in support of an
amended LD 1791 An Act To Continue the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
which included no changes to fees, a three-year term, and formal establishment of an executive committee. It further tasked the Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) with investigating whether the fee structure for dealers could
be amended to reflect the amount of lobster handled to minimize the financial
burden on smaller businesses. The DMR will report its findings in January 2019.
The House and Senate approved this bill in late March. LD 1791 received strong
support from the seven lobster zone councils, the Lobster Advisory Council
and industry associations, including the MLA.
The Legislature approved a bill to extend the temporary medical allowance for
commercial lobstermen from one year to a maximum of two consecutive years
but did not create a new terminal medical allowance. The amended LD 1720
An Act To Amend the Law Regarding Temporary Medical Allowances for Lobster
and Crab Fishing License Holders was supported by the Marine Resources
Committee in January and approved by the House and Senate in late March.
Legislation to amend pilotage requirements for vessels providing regularly
scheduled passenger ferry service between Bar Harbor, Maine and Yarmouth,
Nova Scotia, was the subject of intense debate before the Transportation
Committee. LD 1752 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Pilotage Requirements
for Passenger Ferry Service between Maine and Nova Scotia was originally supported by the Committee but was then voted down in late March. This bill has
not yet gone before the House and Senate for a vote. The MLA opposed this bill.
Legislation to open the fishway on the Sheepscot River in Palermo from April
15 to June was first debated by the Marine Resources Committee in 2017 and
then carried over for further consideration during the second session in 2018.
LD 922 An Act Directing the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife To
Open 14 Sheepscot Pond to Anadromous Fish Passage Beginning in 2020 received
a split vote from the Marine Resources Committee, with the majority of the
Committee supporting an amended bill and the minority voting in opposition
to the bill. The amended bill delays opening passage on the river until 2020
and directs Inland Fish and Wildlife to consult with DMR to address concerns
regarding biosecurity at the Palermo Rearing Station, allowing lamprey eels to
exit Sheepscot Pond and managing the migration of alewives out of Sheepscot
Pond. The amendment allows each joint standing committee to report out legislation based on the report. This bill has not yet gone before the House and
Senate for a vote. The MLA strongly supports this bill.
BAIT
Herring - Due to seasonal restrictions, Area 1A will remain closed until June
1, 2018 and Area 1B until May 1, 2018. Effective March 14, NMFS prohibited
Atlantic herring midwater trawl vessels from directed fishing in the MidAtlantic/Southern New England Catch Cap Area, which encompasses the nearshore portion of Area 2, after projecting that the fishery’s river herring/shad
catch cap had been harvested. The herring midwater trawl possession limit
is 2,000 pounds in this area for the remainder of the 2018 fishing year, which
ends December 31. The Atlantic mackerel fishery, which is managed by the
Mid-Atlantic Council, also reached its river herring/shad catch cap. Effective
February 27, NMFS prohibited federally permitted mackerel vessels from possessing more than 20,000 pounds of mackerel per trip through December 31.

Atlantic Herring Landings
For data through March 22
Area

Cumulative
Catch YTD

Total Annual
Quota

% of Quota

1A*

--

31,962

--

0
0

1B

--

3,649

--

2

6,522

31,137

21%

2017 landings as of
03/22

2,751

3

1,023

43,853

2.3%

3,138

Total

7,546

100,969*

7.5%

5,889

start of the fishing season. If more vessels declare intent to participate in the
fishery than actually go fishing, the weekly landing limit per vessel could be
overly restrictive and result in an underutilization of the Trimester 2 quota.
During the fishing season, states will agree on changes to the weekly landing
limit, as necessary. ASMFC will publish the initial weekly landing limit and adjustments thereafter. The ASMFC Days Out meeting to determine effort controls for Trimester 2 of Area 1A may happen in late April. The New England
Fishery Management anticipates scheduling public hearings to receive comment on Amendment 8 of the Atlantic herring fishery management plan in late
April or early May.
WHALES – MLA INDUSTRY MEETINGS
In February the MLA organized its first industry meeting to update lobstermen
on the critical issues facing right whales and the current pressures on resource
managers to implement additional whale protection measures. MLA invited
industry leaders from each of the seven lobster zones, lobster industry associations and DMR staff. The group reviewed the relevant data on the status
of whales, right whale distributional shifts, sources of human-caused mortality including vessel strikes and entanglement, information learned from gear
recovered from whales and the laws protecting whales. The group then discussed ideas for what the lobster industry could do to reduce the amount of
rope in the water in order to reduce the risk of entanglement and also potential
modifications of gear to reduce the risk of a negative outcome if a whale were
to encounter it. The MLA plans to hold additional meetings along to coast to
continue discussions with lobstermen on this issue.
WHALES – TAKE REDUCTION TEAM SUBGROUPS
NMFS formed two subgroups -- one on ropeless fishing and the other on weak
rope/gear marking -- to investigate management options on reducing entanglement risk and to make recommendations to the full Take Reduction Team
on implementation possibilities to reduce entanglement risk. The reports will
be completed by late 2018.
Ropeless Fishing Subgroup – MLA’s director Patrice McCarron and vice-president John Williams attended the ropeless fishing feasibility subgroup meeting in March. The group is investigating the feasibility of ropeless fishing. After
two days of meetings the group preliminarily agreed to support ropeless fishing
as a conservation equivalency to a whale closure. This would mean that ropeless fishing gear, defined as gear without a vertical line from the bottom to the
surface, could be fished in a closed area. The group did not endorse ropeless
fishing as a potential management solution outside of closed areas due to a
variety of issues such as the lack of readiness of the technology, cost, safety and
inability to implement on a broad scale.
The Weak Rope/Gear Marking Subgroup – MLA will participate in this subgroup
scheduled to meet in early April to investigate the feasibility of using whale release rope (such as 1700 pound rope) and alternative approaches to gear marking.
MLA TRIP TO BOSTON SEAFOOD SHOW
Riders from Bangor, Augusta, Portland and Kennebunk joined MLA staff on
the bus to Boston to experience the sights, sounds and tastes of Seafood Expo
North America, also known as the Boston Seafood Show. On the ride down, 34
business people and harvesters shared information and were interviewed by
Don Carrigan and his crew from NewsCenter Maine.
During the show, most attended a lobster cooking demonstration sponsored
by the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) with guest chefs
Governor LePage and Chef Stephen Richards from Fisherman’s Wharf Inn,
Boothbay. Many other representatives from Maine’s lobster industry were on
hand as well. After the presentation, the group split up to visit the many Maine
companies with booths at the show and scope out Maine’s competition. At the
end of the day, the group attended the MLMC lobster reception at the Seafood
Expo Building. The day wrapped up with a mostly quiet ride home, though a
lively bait discussion took place at the front of the bus. The trip this year was
free thanks to sponsors Hannaford Supermarkets, Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association and the MLMC.

*Quota June 1 thru Sept. 30 = 21,910; Oct. 1 thru Dec. 31 -= 8,192

DAVID COUSENS’ RETIREMENT PARTY
On March 19, DMR sent a reminder to all herring harvesters possessing a
Category A Limited Access Permit that they must submit by April 15 a declaration of intent to harvest during Trimester 2 (June to September) in Area 1A to
herring.dmr@maine.gov. Harvesters must send the name of the permit holder,
permit number, vessel name, gear type to be used, vessel capacity (pounds or
number of trucks) and contact phone/email.
The ASMFC herring plan requires harvesters to notify states of their intent to
fish in Area 1A and the gear type they will be using at least 45 days prior to the

The MLA hosted a retirement party to say final good-byes to MLA’s long-time
president, David Cousens. About 100 lobstermen, friends and colleagues came
together at the Senator Inn in Augusta for a night of roasting and toasting
David’s tremendous contributions to the lobster industry. We were blessed to
have David’s wife, family and parents join the fun. There were lots of laughs,
memorable stories and a great time was had by all!
Continued on page 10
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA continued from page 9

THE MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 64TH ANNUAL
MEETING
The meeting convened at 9 a.m. at the Samoset Resort in Rockport. The room
was packed with members of the public, dignitaries, and MLA members.
President David Cousens asked for a motion to waive the reading of the 2017
minutes which was made and approved by the members. Patrice McCarron,
MLA executive director, thanked the businesses that donated items for the
meeting raffle. She then invited MLA board members Arnie Gamage and Jack
Merrill to the podium to speak about retiring president Cousens.
Arnie reflected on the events that had taken place during Cousens’ 27-year
tenure: a fishermen’s credit union, health insurance program, vessel insurance, the switch in lobster management authority from the New England
Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC). “He showed true skill in working with people, in public
speaking, in leadership,” Gamage said. “Thank you, David.”
Jack spoke about when he first met David at a hearing in Augusta in the mid1980s when the Legislature considered getting rid of Maine’s maximum gauge.
He went on to speak about the controversy concerning increasing the lobster
trap vent size in the early 1990s, which Cousens and the MLA supported. “Dave
said time and again, it’s not going to hurt us and that took a lot of courage. He
was right,” Merrill said. “There was so much to do and David had the energy to
do it. We will sorely miss him.”
A short slideshow of David’s legacy to the MLA and Maine’s lobster industry
over the past 27 years was shown. Then Patrice presented David and his wife
Lorri with a gift, including two paintings done by Jack Merrill of David’s boat,
Three Sons.
“It’s been a pleasure. It hasn’t always been fun and I won’t miss Augusta or
Washington. I hope I’ve done you proud,” said Cousens.

David Cousens, left, with Sen. Angus King, who presented Cousens
with an American flag at the MLA annual meeting. M. Young photo.
of the few in which you think about the future of the resource, not strictly about
what happens today. This is the best fishery in the world because you think
about the future.”
Senator Angus King reflected on his interactions with David and other lobstermen while governor. “I had been in office for two years. Someone told me that
there was going to be a 1/8-inch increase in the vent size. OK, next thing I know
it’s World War III at the Fishermen’s Forum about this increase!” King recalled.
“I remember clearly that David finally went to the microphone and said, ‘Look,
we sell them by the pound. They aren’t walking off to Spain!’ That incident
captures who David is, smart and courageous. That is the essence of leadership.” King said that he had made an insertion in the Congressional Record for
February 27, 2018 recognizing David’s tenure as MLA president and he then
presented Cousens with a U.S. flag which had flown over the Capitol. “This is
in recognition of what Dave has done for Maine and for the country, a country
which is made up of millions of David Cousens,” King said.
David was overwhelmed by the accolades as he thanked each of the presenters.

New MLA president Kristan Porter addresses the MLA board. M.
Young photo.
Department of Marine Resources Commissioner
Patrick Keliher then spoke about David before
presenting him with a commemorative plaque.
“The Department of Marine Resources recognizes
David for his passion and his decades of service.
He is someone to look up to and admire,” Keliher
said.

Afterwards, Patrice recognized those board members who were stepping down
(David Cousens, Dwight Carver, Arnie Gamage and Jack Young), then called for
a vote on a slate of candidates for three-year terms on the board of directors:
Dustin Delano, Jamien Hallowell, Bobby Ingalls, Mark Jones, Tad Miller, Kristan
Porter, and John Williams. Mike Sargent was elected to a one-year term, replacing David Cousens. The board then made a motion to elect its slate of officers which was unanimously approved. Kristan Porter was elected president;
John Williams first vice-president; Dustin Delano second vice-president; and
Donnie Young treasurer/secretary.
Kristan Porter said a few words in his first appearance as president of the MLA.
“I want to thank the board for having faith in me. I’ve got huge shoes to fill
and I won’t do it right away. Just because David is
leaving doesn’t mean the issues are going away,”
he said. Porter gestured toward the board of directors next to him. “Their lifeblood is lobsters. I am
standing with these guys. We don’t always agree.
But we do come out with a decision that is right
for the future of the industry,” he added.
The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.

State Reps. John Spear and Walter Kumiega and
Sen. David Miramont then spoke about David’s
work on behalf of the MLA. Rep. Spear read a sentiment from the Maine State Legislature in recognition of David’s service to the lobster industry.

A big thank you to the following
businesses

Next was a video message from Sen. Susan Collins.
“It is a such a pleasure to join the MLA in thanking
David Cousens for his dedicated service to your
industry and state. He is a leader with strong views
and above all, a desire to find solutions,” she said.
“’Fish smarter, not harder’ is excellent advice!”
Congresswoman Chellie Pingree spoke next. “It’s
a bittersweet day for all of us who had the pleasure of working with David. I was on the Marine
Resources Committee during my first term [in the
state Legislature] and I was very grateful to have
David and Pat White by my side to learn about the
industry. There were a lot of controversial issues
then,” she said. “The lobster fishing industry is one

Alliance Rubber Company, Brooks Trap
Mill, Chase Leavitt & Co., Friendship
Trap Co., Guy Cotton, Hamilton Marine,
Liferaft Services, McMillan Offshore
Survival, Nautilus Marine Fabrication,
New England Marine & Industrial,
Plante Buoy Sticks, Sea Rose Trap,
Slocum Chiropractic, and Winterport
Boot Shop.
In tribute to David Cousens. M.Waterman photo.

Thank you, all!
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

BAIT
HERRING

REDFISH

POGIES

ROCKFISH

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL
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FRESH BY TANK
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FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

FRESH

207.594 . 0405

FROZEN

207. 542 .1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
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to make 2018
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your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
       

April 2018 | LANDINGS | Page 13

AQUAMESH®
A Legacy of Success
– Since 1980 –

At Riverdale Mills we firmly believe that success is not a coincidence, it
is based on consistent and measurable results. AQUAMESH® has been
manufactured the same way for over three decades using an exclusive
Galvanizing After Welding and automated PVC coating process.
AQUAMESH® is welded and then galvanized with a thick layer of zinc
and finished with a proprietary marine grade PVC coating that is
engineered to withstand saltwater environments. Our specialized
manufacturing process and commitment to excellence ensures that
AQUAMESH® will outlast and outfish its competitors and continue to
deliver exceptional results year after year. With over 38 years of proven
performance, it is no surprise that AQUAMESH® is the best-selling and
most trusted marine wire in the industry. Now, that’s what we call success.

H

MAINE

1.800.762.6374 | 1.508.234.8400
info@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com

Open House SALE!

Extra 10% off on Saturday,
Saturday
March 31st & April 7th!
Sunday, April 1st online only!
OFF! Extra 5% off electronics,
10% off everything else!
Plus 50% off ALL clearance items ALL week!
March 31st through April 8th!

EXTR A

10%
10%

HAMILTON

MARINE

+LJK3HUIRUPDQFH/('/LJKWV
Provides superior light with ultra
low power consumption. High
purity aluminum housings.
Search# RIL-

$

FROM

113

999

$&&86DWŠ(3,5%V
6 Year
%DWWHU\

406 MHz. Completely waterproof.
6 Year Non-Haz Mat battery. 6 Year
warranty. Stainless steel antenna.
USCG/GMDSS Approved.

Cat I Auto

Order# 731676

Order# 731678

349

99

$

USCG APPROVED
Hi-vis yellow accents.
Articulated arms for
easier donning.

$

469

99

In-Sight Offshore
$XWRPDWLF0DQXDO,QŴDWDEOH3)'

7\SH,2IIVKRUH
Life Vest

Heavy-duty nylon shell with neoprene
FRPIRUWFROODU62/$6UHŴHFWLYHWDSH
In-Sight window shows armed status.
LIMITED QUANTITIES!
$
99 Reg 149.99 SAVE

$

2999

99

Adult Universal
Order# 748930

+DPLOWRQ0DULQH/REVWHU%XR\3DLQW

ŏ/LWWOH9LFN\Ő.QLIH

Plastic with
handles and holes
for draining. 1
bushel capacity.

:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKDQGORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ
UV/Weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap and
water cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow, Green,
Blue, Black or White. 6HDUFK+0/%3

The best rope and twine knife
available. 3-1/4" serrated blade.

19

99

HML-BASKET-PAS
Order# 118243

$QWL)DWLJXH0DW
3' x 3' mat, 1/2" thick, 2-Sided
Interlocking Design.

$

1450SAVE
4

$ 49

Reg 18.99
HTV-179873
Order# 754535

$

14

99 QT $

49

99 GAL

SCAN THIS QR CODE!

See how tough our buoy paint is!

6

$ 17

each

$

SAB-40603
Order# 165434

)LVKHUPDQ V*ORYHV

This all-season boot has a soft toe and
an oil and slip resistant sole. Features a
performance cushioning Comfort Zone
removable insole, and a durable seamless waterproof construction. Durable
multi-lug outsole. Made in the USA.

Open wrist with elastic
on back of hand.
Sizes M-2XL.

54

6HDUFK&1.

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

4 each
$
4409dozen
$ 28

$

50

Orange

Red

Order# 752862

Order# 761645

6XSHUKDXO
6LQN3RW:DUS

69 dozen

&KLQRRN.LFN$[H%RRWV

14" High, Gray/Orange
$
99 SDLU

FULL
LINE IN
STOCK!

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

)LVK%DVNHW

$

)RXO:HDWKHU*HDU
6HDUFK*5'

24999

USCG Approved
with reflective tape.

Cat II Manual

$

Premium
Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

84

While Supplies Last!

2

$ 50 /%

SAVE!

Reg 2.99
HMP-SUPHAUL-12
Order# 118575
Galvanized or stainless steel, from 1/4"
to 1" diameter. We
hand and machine
(commercial) swage
wire and mark wire
for fishermen the old
fashioned way.

WE MARK
AND SWAGE
WIRE!

Search# HMG-202

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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MAKE IT MAINE,
MAKE IT NEW SHELL

THe MLMC Producing a Video Series Starring
Maine Lobster Meat
The Collaborative is creating a series highlighting different forms of Maine Lobster
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative will be producing a series of videos and
photographs to encourage viewers around the world to purchase and work with different
forms of Maine Lobster. The videos will include some of the forms of lobster that are
commonly found in the wholesale market and in everyday grocery stores, from
pre-cooked meat to whole frozen lobsters to raw frozen tails.
The videos will demonstrate how Maine Lobster products can be incorporated in recipes
and highlight the ease with which Maine Lobster can be enjoyed by the everyday cook.
Once these videos are filmed, edited, and finalized this summer, they will be shared on
the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative social channels and published throughout the
remainder of the year.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine

Global demand for Maine
lobsters continues to rise.
But shipping lobsters
abroad is no easy task.

Our Experts Are Your Solution To Make
Your International Logistics Simple
WE ARE:
t Experts in shipping perishables
t A TSA Certified Cargo Screening Facility (CCSF)
t Consultants in the latest trade regulations, laws
and requirements

t On-site, full-time NOAA Seafood Inspector
t Customer satisfaction driven
t Here to assist you in growing and protecting
your business

That’s why so many lobster companies rely on
Perishables by OCEANAIR
Please contact us for rates, service & solutions
Perishables by OCEANAIR
186A Lee Burbank Highway
Revere, MA 02151

Tel: (781) 286-2700
www.oceanair.net
perishables@oceanair.net
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRONICS

INSURANCE

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.

Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626 nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT
REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

10% off list price on all marine electronic
products

FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com

Alliance Rubber Company
201 Carpenter Dam Rd
Hot Springs, AR 71913
jsammons@alliance-rubber.com
www.rubberband.com
10% off custom printed lobster bands

Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com

Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial
fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Chicken of the Sea Frozen Foods
20 Ladd St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-2220
adaughan@cosff.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com
GetMaineLobster.com
Mark Murrell
315 Fore St.
Portland, ME 04101
866-562-4817
info@getmainelobster.com
www.getmainelobster.com
55% discount on any retail item, not
valid on specials or already discounted items. Contact MLA for discount
code.
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street, Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

INDUSTRY
ORGANIZATIONS

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335

Quoddy Bay Lobster, Inc.
Shelly Griffin
7 Sea St
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-6640
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s
Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
MEDICAL
Slocum Chiropractic
Dr. Tim Coffin
26 Bath Rd
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-725-4222
drtimcoffin@gmail.com
www.slocumchiro.com
$25 initail consult & nervous system
scan ($150 value)
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts.
New propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers,
shafting, and related items, sales and
repairs.

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837, Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off liftraft repack, $50 off new
liferaft purchase at both locations.
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at
Friendship store. Cannot be added to
other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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Fishing, Marine & Industrial

DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Show your MLA card and save!
Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must shoe MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846

Boat Builders/Repairs
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
Bass Harbor, ME -- $1,000 off final price of
hull with MLA membership. 207-244-3795
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Chiropractic

Alliance Rubber
Hot Springs, AR -- 10% off custom printed
lobster bands. www.rubberband.com
Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service. 603-418-0470
Winterport Boot Shop
Brewer, ME -- 10% discount on all Muck,
%DIÀQ6HUYXVDQG78))VDIHW\WRHDQG
non-safety toe boots. Show MLA card or
order online with discount code available
IURP0/$RIÀFH

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders. 800-560-6090

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables. 207-767-2136

Legal Services

Slocum Chiropractic: a Maine Vitality Center
Nicholas H Walsh PA, Maritime Law
Brunswick, ME-- $25 inital visit and nervous
Portland, ME -- 20% off legal services
system scan. Value $125. 207-725-4222
207-772-2191

Electronic Equipment
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products excluding MRP
products. 207-691-3993
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Financial & Investment
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.
207-622-3772

Fuel
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Museums & Entertainment

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fisherman
Portland, ME -- Special annual subscription
rate for members. Contact the MLA for more
info 207-967-4555

Propellers
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
603-617-3626
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Chase Leavitt Co.
Portland, Ellsworth -- %5 off service fee
for liferaft repack OR $50 off new liferaft
purchase w/ MLA card or current Maine
CF card www.chaseleavitt.com
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be
combined with other promotions. 207363-0220

Cross Insurance Center
Portland, ME -- Member-only discounts for
select shows, Call the MLA for more info

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies

Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial
ÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Lobster & Seafood
&UD]\/REVWHUDQG6KHOOÀVK
Port Chester, NY -- 20% off the entire site
ZZZFUD]\OREVWHUVKHOOÀVKFRP
Get Maine Lobster.com
Portland, ME -- 55% off any retail priced item.
Not valid on specials or already discounted items.
Contact MLA for discount code 207-967-4555
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 207-963-5857

Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store. Cannot be
combined with other discounts. 207-354-2545
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps. Must
show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Vessel Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discntd vessel insurance
plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last
5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, No
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers
207-370-1883
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YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE: TIME FOR A SPRING TUNE-UP!
By Bridget Thornton
When we think about health insurance, we typically think about it as something to use when we are sick, but did you know that your health insurance plan
will cover services to prevent illness and keep you healthy? Every plan offered
through the Health Insurance Marketplace must cover the same set of essential
health benefits. These services may be available to you at no cost or require a
co-pay or co-insurance. Those essential health benefits include the following:
•

Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management

•

Pediatric services, including oral and vision care (however adult dental and
vision coverage aren’t essential health benefits)

•

Prescription drugs

•

Urgent Care walk-in services (outpatient care you get without being admitted to a hospital)

•

Mental health and substance use disorder services, including behavioral
health treatment (this includes counseling and psychotherapy)

•

Laboratory services

•

Emergency services

•

Hospitalization (like surgery and overnight stays)

•

Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices (services and devices to
help people with injuries, disabilities, or chronic conditions gain or recover
mental and physical skills)

•

Pregnancy, maternity, and newborn care (both before and after birth)

Who doesn’t want to prevent getting ill? That’s why it’s important to take advantage of the preventive care services offered, such as health screenings, annual
check-ups, and patient counseling. By visiting your doctor (PCP) regularly and
taking full advantage of the no-cost services such as colorectal cancer screening for adults over age 50, blood pressure screening, and depression screening you can prevent illnesses, disease, and other health problems, or detect
changes at an early stage when treatment is likely to work best. Receiving these
recommended preventive services and making healthy lifestyle choices are key
steps to good health and well-being.

It’s important to know exactly which
preventive and wellness services are
available to you if there is a cost associated with them. The list covers many
things, including immunizations, sexually transmitted disease screening, tobacco use screening, and many more.
In addition to the preventive services
for all adults, there are extensive lists
of preventive services specifically for
women and for children. You can find
these complete lists by going to www.
healthcare.gov/coverage/preventivecare-benefits.
Your mental health is just as important
as your physical health. Mental health
refers to your emotional, psychological,
Bridget Thornton is the MLA’s
and social well-being. It affects how we
health insurance Navigator.
think, feel, and act. It also helps deterMLA photo.
mine how we handle stress, relate to
others, and make choices. Different factors such as genetics, life experiences,
and family history contribute to mental health issues; however, there are ways
that you can maintain positive mental health. Among the more important are
being physically active, getting enough sleep, and connecting with people in
your community. But it’s important not to think that you can “go it alone” when
things go bad. Your health insurance plan must cover mental health counseling
so please seek it out when you need it.
Most of us are paying a premium for our health insurance, so it’s in our best
interest to use it, especially for services that are free. As the season slowly turns
into spring, it’s a perfect time to take advantage of what your health insurance
plan provides. Do what you can now to take care of yourself and your loved
ones. The MLA Health Insurance Navigator can help you locate services and
discuss in more detail the preventive services that your plan provides, and why
they are important. Please don’t hesitate to call the office at 207-967-4555.

McMillan Offshore
Survival Training &
Maine Maritime Academy

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

U.S.C.G. Accepted Fishing Vessel
Drill Conductor Training

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

This is the course required in Maine’s Lobster Apprentice
Program & for federal permit holders

John McMillan — Fishing Vessel
Drill Conductor
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
jmcmcmillan@mcmillanoffshore.com
207-338-1603 Cell: 207-233-0787

MLA Members receive 25% discount on training!
(Lobstermen: talk to me about holding a class in your town)
Classes scheduled for Belfast, April 14;
Stonington, May 6; Portland, June 7

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

U.S.C.G. F/V examiners

Brian Smith
Kevin Plowman
Dan Hieler

'HYHORSLQJDVDIHW\FXOWXUHZLWKLQ0DLQH¿VKLQJ
communities and schools since 1999

New England Propeller
Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock
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REAUTHORIZED MLMC PLANS MORE INNOVATIONS IN 2018
By Melissa Waterman
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) is entering its sixth year
of operation. Created by the Legislature in 2013, the MLMC has focused its
activities on differentiating Maine lobster in the minds of consumers, driving
demand for Maine’s most valuable marine species. Executive director Matt
Jacobson highlighted the MLMC’s past accomplishments and its plans for 2018
at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in early March.
“Our research led us to focus on markets primarily within the U.S. We believed (and still believe) that our dollars would go further here at home, that our story would
have more resonance, and that we would be able to
reach more people for the money spent,” Jacobson said.
The Collaborative’s marketing goal has always been to
generate demand for Maine soft-shell lobster, specifically from U.S. chefs and food professionals. The majority of
the catch landed by Maine lobstermen is soft-shell, or as
the MLMC calls it, new-shell lobster. If chefs and consumers seek out new-shell
lobster during the time of greatest landings, the price for that lobster will go up.
In addition, nearly two-thirds of all seafood consumed in the United States is
eaten at a restaurant. Prompting those consumers to request new-shell lobster
means getting the chefs and food professionals who set the menus to see Maine
lobster as a seasonal, much-sought-after delicacy. Hence the MLMC’s slogan
“Make it Maine, Make it New-Shell.”
The MLMC began an innovative campaign to introduce chefs and food industry professionals to Maine’s new-shell lobster in 2016 with its “Maine after
Midnight” series of events. MLMC staff, Maine lobstermen and local celebrity
chefs staged late-night lobster tastings at high-end restaurants in large cities
across the country to give those chefs a chance to sample lobster dishes after they closed their own restaurants for the night. The events, in New York
City, Atlanta, Dallas, San Francisco and elsewhere, generated local media coverage and, more importantly, encouraged those attending to add Maine newshell lobster dishes to their own menus. In 2017, 850 people attended the four
“Maine After Midnight” events.

(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Pinterest, LinkedIn, and YouTube), Jacobson
noted. Since 2014, the MLMC has reached 25 million social media users; generated 5 million likes, comments, clicks and shares; recorded 2.5 million visitors
to its web site (LobsterfromMaine.com); and increased social media mentions
of “Maine Lobster” by 433%. While these social media statistics are not as tangible as a face-to-face conversation with a celebrity chef, they indicate that the
Maine lobster identity is making its way into the social media realm.
In 2018, the MLMC will use technology to make the
story of Maine lobster vivid for those curious about
lobstering and cooking with lobster products. The
Collaborative will produce a new series of videos focusing on the world of a lobsterman and the versatility of lobster as a food product. The four-episode video
series will feature a Maine lobsterman and a chef or
food media person fishing for a day. The video will end
with a family meal prepared in the lobsterman’s home.
The goal is to show those who may never have the opportunity to step on a lobster boat what the experience of fishing and preparing a lobster is like. The second series of videos will be several “how to” episodes
which demonstrate the versatility and culinary applications for different lobster products, such as whole frozen lobsters, tail meat, and value-added products. The goal is to make clear how easy it is to work with all forms of lobster to
create dishes suitable for a restaurant or eating at home.
The Collaborative will also begin using GoLive to create live broadcasts aimed
at those interested in Maine new-shell lobster. A kick-off event will take place
in New York City, where chefs and Maine lobstermen will gather for a meal
and conversation in order to illustrate the relationship between those who
harvest and those who prepare Maine lobster. The live broadcast will be followed by a “Maine After Midnight” event attended by chefs, media, and food
industry professionals. The Collaborative will continue to Chicago for another
live broadcast with celebrity chefs from that city and Maine lobstermen. Later
in the evening the chefs will prepare signature dishes using Maine new-shell
lobster. Invited chefs and others in the Chicago food world be able to talk to the
lobstermen and chefs while sampling the various lobster dishes.

Multiple forms of social media have been harnessed to garner attention for
Maine new-shell lobster and for the stories of Maine’s lobstering communities

Attention Maine Lobstermen
The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) has begun an IndustryBased Trawl Survey for Gulf of Maine cod (Cod IBS) aboard the F/V Miss Emily. The
survey area includes federal waters off of the coast of Maine, specifically in lobster
zones: E, F, and G. The survey starts on April 1st, 2018 and ends on July 31st, 2018.
Tow locations will be announced monthly on MA DMF website, social media, and the
MA DMF listserv. To receive real time text message updates of the survey go to the MA
DMF Website and sign up or call Bill Hoffman at 978-282-0308 ext 106. Additionally,
the survey vessel will monitor VHF channel 16 during survey operations. In order to
avoid gear conflicts, MA DMF respectively requests that fixed gear be temporarily removed from the tow locations during survey times.
April 2018 tow locations adjacent to the Maine coast detailed in maps below

For future month tow locations visit www.mass.gov/marinefisheries and visit the Cod IBS project page.
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DMR HIRES TWO NEW RESEARCH SCIENTISTS
DMR press release
The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) hired two new scientists in
March. Jesica Waller of Newcastle will be responsible for conducting biological
studies on lobster that will benefit the Department’s understanding of the resource and contribute to future stock assessments. She
will also support a new collaborative lobster research
initiative DMR initiated to respond to the changing
Gulf of Maine ecosystem.
Waller received a B.S. degree from the University of
New Hampshire in 2013 and an M.S. degree in marine
biology from the University of Maine in 2016. Working
under UMaine professor Rick Wahle, Waller investigated the effect that warmer water in the Gulf of Maine
and increased carbon dioxide in that water would have
on lobster larvae.

“This is a vital new position that will enhance existing monitoring work and
allow the Department to focus on emerging research priorities,” said DMR
Science Bureau director Carl Wilson. “Jesica brings the academic and professional background necessary for the growth of our lobster research program.”
Rebecca Peters, from Silver Spring, Maryland, will coordinate the Maine/New Hampshire inshore trawl survey, filling a vacancy left by last summer’s retirement
of longtime project coordinator Sally Sherman. The inshore trawl survey, conducted since 2000 in spring and
fall, evaluates marine resources inside the coastal waters of Maine and New Hampshire, giving researchers a
record of the status of groundfish, lobsters, recreational finfish species, and non-commercial marine species.

Peters received a B.S. degree in biology from Old
Dominion University in 2012 and an M.S. degree in
marine estuarine and environmental science from
While pursuing her graduate degree, Waller also
DMR’s new scientists, Rebecca Peters, left,
the University of Maryland in 2016. Upon receiving
worked as an intern at Bigelow Laboratory for
and Jesica Waller, right. DMR photo.
her degree, Peters was awarded the Sea Grant Knauss
Ocean Sciences in East Boothbay, as a fellow at
Marine Policy Fellowship in 2017, which allowed her
the University’s Canadian-American Center and as a teaching assistant at
to work in the NOAA Fisheries Office of Science and Technology. “Rebecca
the Darling Center. After completing her degree, Waller returned to Bigelow
brings relevant, valuable experience to the inshore trawl survey,” said Wilson.
Laboratory as a research technician, where she designed and performed labo“The trawl survey provides critically important data for issues such as fish
ratory and field experiments and contributed to peer-reviewed publications
stock recovery, fisheries management, essential fish habitat designations, and
and grant proposals.
adaptation to the changing ecosystem.”
DFO continued from page 1

connecting the primary buoy to the secondary buoy is limited to a maximum of
two fathom of rope. Fishermen must mark their rope (intervals not specified)
different colors by crab fishing area; buoys must be marked sequentially. All
lost gear must be reported by last known GPS position. DFO plans aggressive
enforcement including dockside inspections.
Transportation minister Marc Garneau announced vessel speed restrictions
for vessels measuring 20 meters or more in length of a maximum of 10 knots
when travelling in the western part of the Gulf beginning on April 28. The mandatory speed limit will remain in place until November 15 and the zone may be
changed as needed based on aerial surveillance.
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Vessels will be allowed to travel
at normal speeds in parts of two
shipping lanes north and south of
Anticosti Island when no whales
are present, but a mandatory 15day slowdown to 10 knots will be
implemented within any section
where a North Atlantic right whale
is spotted. Fines for violating the
speed limits will be the same as last
year — from $6,000 for a first offence up to $25,000.

New rules will go into effect when
the Canadian snow crab season
opens this month. CBC photo.
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STUDY SHOWS A LACK OF RESILIENCE AMONG MAINE FISHERMEN
By Joshua Stoll, University of Maine
With last year’s lobster landings down from the previous year by 16%, there is
a lot of discussion about the future of the lobster fishery in Maine and what
would happen if the fishery declines in the coming years. One way to think
about this is through the lens of resilience, or the capacity for individuals and
groups to withstand disturbances without fundamentally changing. Colleagues
at Princeton University and the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences and I have
been studying resilience in Maine’s commercial fishing sector with an eye toward understanding how well positioned fishermen are to withstand socioeconomic and ecological disturbances, such as a decline in lobster catch.
There are many overlapping factors that influence resilience, which makes the
subject both interesting and difficult to study. Resilience can differ between individuals and groups —high resiliency at a group level might not translate into
high resiliency at individual level, and vice versa. Our research focuses specifically on the role that the different fisheries which fishermen rely on plays in
enhancing (or conversely, limiting) resilience at the individual level.
To do this, we compiled state and federal licensing/permit data for marine resource users across Maine. We then analyzed the different combinations of licenses that individuals hold to determine the different fishing “strategies” used.
Someone who holds a state-issued license for lobster and elvers, for example,
has different economic opportunities than someone with a lobster and scallop
license or only a lobster license. Through this process, we identified 620 unique
combinations of licenses held by Maine fishermen, including individuals who
only target one species as well as others who have more than a dozen licenses
and participate in both state and federal fisheries.
The range of these fishing strategies highlights the heterogeneity, or diversity,
within Maine’s fishing fleet. The key point here is that Maine fishermen earn
income from fishing in a lot of different ways. From a resilience perspective, this
is important because it suggests that if something were to happen in one particular fishery (like the lobster fishery), individuals would be affected differently.
To begin to understand this more specifically, we examined each unique combination of licenses and assessed the extent to which they position a fisherman
to adapt to changes. We used a set of measures identified by thirteen fisheries experts with backgrounds in commercial fishing, research, management,
and community development. We first interviewed each expert individually to
ask him or her what factors they think enable fishermen to be adaptive, then
shared everyone’s input with the group for further refinement. In total, six fac-

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

Independent Journalism

tors were identified and used to assess
each fishery and the different fishing
strategies in combination: 1) stability
of the market in a given fishery; 2) status of the fishery; 3) value of the fishery; 4) existence of a local governance
structure and/or industry association
or advocacy group; 5) geographic area
where fishing occurs; and 6) gear used
in the fishery. We then developed a set
of quantitative measures for each factor and created an adaptive capacity
index to compare the different fishing
strategies used in Maine.

Joshua Stoll is an assistant
research professor of marine
policy at the University of
Maine. UMaine photo.

Our results suggest that the adaptive capacity and therefore resilience
of individual fishermen is highly variable, but only 12% are considered highly
adaptive based on our methods of evaluation. Part of the reason for this is that
Maine’s commercial fishing industry has become increasingly specialized. In
an earlier paper on the licensing history in Maine, colleagues at the University
of Maine and I found that fishermen are more specialized than they have been
since at least 1990 and possibly longer. Such specialization has advantages, but
when it comes to being resilient, it is a negative because it means a person does
not have alternatives, which is risky.
The takeaway from this research is not to raise alarm. Indeed, Maine’s fishing
industry has a long history of adapting to change and has repeatedly demonstrated its aptitude for innovation. Furthermore, our analysis only captures one
dimension of resilience and does not consider other important factors, such as
alternative employment outside fishing. Instead, this research aims to contribute to the ongoing discussion about the future of the lobster fishery and other
fisheries in the face of environmental and socioeconomic changes by making
explicit the heterogeneity among Maine fishermen (even within the lobster
fishery itself) and showing how it affects adaptive capacity. We feel this is important because it suggests that any strategies that are devised to provide support to the fishing industry in Maine should be sensitive to the diverse range of
participants in the industry.
You can read the published paper at http://journals.plos.org/plosone/
article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0178266.

FOUND A TAGGED LOBSTER?
If you find a lobster with a yellow t-bar tag marked with “AOLA” please contact:
Heidi Henninger at (774) 251-9454 or heidi@offshorelobster.org
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Take photos like this to report length.

The Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association (AOLA) is working with New
Hampshire Fish and Game and Maine Department of Marine Resources to tag
lobsters in the Gulf of Maine and on Georges Bank in 2017 and 2018, in order to
track migration and investigate growth.

WHAT TO REPORT: date, location, tag #, whether the lobster had eggs or vnotch, and whether it was kept or released.
Carapace Length: We are testing a software system that can accurately measure
size from photographs. Please take a photo of the lobster next to a gauge (top right
above) and text this to 774-251-9454 along with the measured carapace length.
REWARDS: Every tag report qualifies as one raffle entry. Rewards will be drawn in
July and December, 2018 & 2019. Reports with accurate length reports and/or photos will be entered into higher value raffles. $8,000 in rewards will be distributed.

If you haul a tagged lobster, please release it and contact:
774-251-9454 or heidi@offshorelobster.org
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DMR LOBSTER SURVEYS INDICATE STRONG NUMBERS
BUT A DECLINE IN JUVENILE SETTLEMENT
By Melissa Waterman
DMR staff provided a comprehensive review of lobster research and recent
landings during a session at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Patrick Keliher announced the much
anticipated news about 2017 lobster landings. As expected, lobster landings in
2017 came in lower, at 110.8 million pounds, with a value of $433.8 million. The
2017 lobster landings represent a drop of 16% from the previous year.
According to DMR lobster biologist Kathleen Reardon, the summer months
made a real difference in the 2016 versus 2017 lobster season. “Things changed
in the summer [of 2017]. June and July were different,” she said. In both 2012
and 2016, June and July saw a spike in lobster landings, due to warmer-thanusual water temperatures in those years.
The Maine lobster industry is fortunate to have several research programs
dedicated to monitoring the health of the lobster resource. These programs
monitor the various life stages of lobster from newly settled to juvenile to adult
lobsters, providing critical insight on the resource before it reaches legal size.
DMR biologist Robert Russell explained that juvenile lobster settlement was
once again down in the 40 sites sampled by DMR. “It is the fourth year that
settlement is below average, but it is not far off from the long-term average,”
he said. Russell pointed out that juvenile lobsters are highly sensitive to water
temperature when they reach settlement stage. The optimum temperature is
54oF. Thus in years when the coastal waters remain cool, such as 2017, there
is less time for them to settle. In addition, lobsters sampled in the settlement
surveys fall between 6.1 to 11.7 mm in carapace size. If the survey included
slightly larger lobsters, up to 14.8 mm, then there would be more young of the
year counted, making the survey numbers higher.
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was that sublegal size lobsters, those between 53 and 82 mm, were a dominant
portion of the samples.
The question that puzzles biologists is how to reconcile the low settlement
numbers with the high volume of landed lobsters. “There’s a tremendous disconnect between egg production and the downturn in settlement,” Rick Wahle,
University of Maine research professor, said. Egg production is at an all time
high, yet settlement numbers have declined. The drop in settlement might be
due to increased predation of larval lobsters, he argued, or it could be an expansion in nursery habitat due to warming waters making juvenile lobster density at sampling sites lower.
Lobster larvae move through four stages of development before they make their
way to bottom to settle at stage 4. “So what’s happening to them between stage 1
and 4?” Wahle asked. One factor that might explain the drop is the shift in copepod abundance, particularly Calanus finmarchicus, a fat-rich copepod that is also
the preferred food of right whales. “If that is down, it affects larval abundance,”
Wahle said. “Larvae might also be in different places due to the warming ocean.”
Wahle is collaborating with Downeast lobstermen to set sampling traps in
deep water to assess potential new lobster settlement in those areas. The intent
is to understand better whether the surge in small lobsters in the historically
cold eastern and deeper parts of the Gulf of Maine is the result of expanded
settlement or whether juvenile lobsters are settling in shallow areas and then
moving into deeper water.
Andy Pershing, chief scientific officer and head of the Ecosystem Modeling Lab
at the Gulf of Maine Research Institute (GMRI) in Portland, spoke about the
GMRI computer model of the lobster population. The model is based on ocean
climate data as well as lobster landings data. “GMRI models the whole life cycle
of the lobster including reproduction. It is less data-dependent on the fishery,”
Pershing explained. The model incorporates global climate data from the past
30 years as well as other variables like conservation practices in the lobster
fishery and mortality from shell disease.
The model indicated that, during this 30-year period, the Gulf of Maine lobster
population increased by 515%, while the southern New England population declined by 78%. It forecasts that in the future, based on three different temperature scenarios in the Gulf of Maine, the lobster population will enter a gentle
decline. “It assumes that conservation measures stay the same and harvesting
effort stays the same,” Pershing said.
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Can’t wait for the next issue of Landings?
Sublegal size lobsters are dominant both in sea samples, shown here,
and in the spring and fall inshore trawl surveys. DMR image.
Kathleen Thompson, director of DMR’s sea sampling program, spoke about the
results of DMR’s 2017 surveys. The majority of the lobsters sampled during sea
sampling are sublegal size. “The catch of sublegals per trap went way up in 2017,
except for Zone F,” she noted. DMR’s ventless trap survey, conducted in June, July,
and August, is designed to trap juvenile lobsters in coastal waters. The number
of sublegal lobsters found in ventless traps in 2017 was less than in 2016, when
coastal water temperatures were warmer. However, she found that sublegal lobsters had increased in the traps set in deeper water in eastern Maine.
DMR’s spring and fall trawl surveys provide data not only on lobsters but many
other commercially valuable species along the coast. The trawl surveys and the
sea sampling surveys show a similar trend over time, Reardon noted, which
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In the
NEWS
Studies from the University of Iowa in 2011 and has a B.A. in English from
Earlham College in Indiana. Smith grew up in Marion, Massachusetts, and has
family in Maine and New England.

NEW HEAD FOR MAINE SEA GRANT
Gayle Zydlewski, an associate professor in the
University of Maine School of Marine Sciences,
will become the director of the Maine Sea Grant
College Program on July 1. Zydlewski has more
than 20 years of experience as a researcher and
faculty member at UMaine and Washington State
University. She also served as a supervisory fishery biologist at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
Washington state. She is currently the coordinator
of the School’s Marine Biology graduate program.
Zydlewski also serves as the chancellor’s designee
to the Maine Ocean School Board of Trustees and
is a member of the Maine Agricultural and Forest
Experiment Station Research Council.

NEW BRUNSWICK PROCESSING PLANT DESTROYED

UMaine photo.

READY BROTHERS TO BUILD NEW PROCESSING FACILITY
Ready Brothers, a Portland seafood company, announced in March its plan to
build a new lobster processing plant in Saco. The company already has processing facilities in Scarborough and a holding facility in Portland. Maine currently
has six large lobster processing facilities – one in eastern Maine and five in the
Portland region. Cape Seafood, a subsidiary of Luke’s Lobster, opened its plant
in Saco in 2012 to process the lobster used to supply the company’s restaurants.
PENOBSCOT MARINE MUSEUM HIRES NEW DIRECTOR
Karen Smith begins her position as executive director of the Penobscot
Marine Museum on April 19. Smith most recently was director of the Cedar
Falls Historical Society in Iowa. Prior to that position, she worked at the Iowa
Governor’s Residence as a curatorial research assistant and at the Old Capitol
Museum and the Obermann Center, also in Iowa. She previously was a college
instructor in writing and rhetoric. Smith obtained her doctorate in American

A major fire destroyed East Coast
Seafood’s Paturel International
Facility on Deer Island, New
Brunswick, in March, putting approximately 160 employees out of
work. The main processing plant
burned to the ground during the
early morning hours; however,
the live lobster facility was not dePhoto courtesy CBC.
stroyed. The company estimates
that it will take at least two years
to rebuild the plant. An earlier fire in September 2017 completely destroyed
Paturel’s lobster storage facility.
SNOW CRAB FISHERMEN TO TEST ROPELESS GEAR
New Brunswick snow crab fishermen will test two ropeless trap methods this
spring to reduce the use of the fishing rope blamed in the deaths of North
Atlantic right whales last year. Ten New Brunswick fishermen will be testing
two different ropeless trap methods — one based on acoustic release of rope
stowed in a bag above the trap and another that uses an inflatable buoy. Both
use sonar to track and communicate with the traps. The Gulf of St. Lawrence
snow crab season may start seven to ten days earlier than last year because the
ice is melting faster in fishing harbors; testing could begin as early as April 20.

SNOW CRAB SUSTAINABILITY
CERTIFICATE SUSPENDED
Press release
The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certificate for the southern Gulf of St.
Lawrence (SGOSL) snow crab trap fishery in Canada was suspended by certifier SAI Global (SAIG) in March. The certifier concluded that, based on new
information including the Incident Report on 2017 right whale mortalities in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the fishery no longer meets the MSC Fishery Standard
related to Endangered, Threatened and Protected species.

WISHES THE MAINE
LOBSTERMEN A GREAT
2018 SEASON!

As a result of the MSC certificate suspension, landings from four crab fishing areas in the Gulf cannot be sold as MSC-certified or bear the MSC label. A fishery
certificate suspension is not the same as a certificate withdrawal. Certificate
suspensions can be lifted upon completion of a Corrective Action Plan by the
fishery and acceptance by the independent certifier that the fishery once again
meets the MSC Standard.
“We have been working with Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) and all the
fishers’ associations in the Southern Gulf of St. Lawrence to address the tragic
events of summer 2017. There is a collective will to make sure this is never repeated again and we are strongly advocating for effective solutions,” said Peter
Norsworthy, from the Affiliation of Seafood Producers Association of Nova
Scotia, which coordinates the MSC fishery client group. “We use MSC certification to provide assurance to buyers that the fishery meets a high bar for
sustainability. We are committed to returning the fishery back to the position
where it meets the MSC standard once again.”
Under the terms of the suspension, the fishery client group has 90 days to submit a Corrective Action Plan to address the issue and re-establish compliance
with the MSC program. If the plan is submitted within the time limit, the certificate will remain suspended while the plan is implemented.
The suspension can only be lifted once the certifier conducts a further review
at the completion of the action plan. If the fishery client group is unable to
submit a satisfactory plan within 90 days, the certifier will withdraw the fishery
certificate.

— Maine Fair Trade Lobster—
200 Main St. Prospect Harbor, ME
www.mftlobster.com
P: 207.963.9010

SAIG initiated the expedited audit of the snow crab fishery in October 2017,
after receipt and review of published reports on the right whale mortalities.
During the expedited audit they consulted with the fishery, DFO officials, scientists and other NGO representatives to fully evaluate whether the fishery’s
practices continued to meet the MSC Standard.
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You can find more information, links, and photos at
www.mainelobstermen.org. And let us know if you have
upcoming events!
April 5
Rescheduled Lobster Advisory Council
meeting, 4 p.m., DMR office, Augusta.
April 8
Film screening, discussion, “Dead in the
Water,” 7:30 p.m. Railroad Sq. Cinema,
Waterville.

April 20
Maine Sea Grant Research Symposium, 1-5
p.m., University of Maine in Orono.
Drill conductor training by Fishing
Partnerships Support Services, 8 a.m.
Vinalhaven. FMI: Nina Groppo, 978-2824847.

April 10
Film screening, discussion, “Dead in the
Water,” 7 p.m., Colonial Theater, Belfast.

April 30-May 4
NEFSC Ecosystem-based Fishery
Management Strategy Review, Woods Hole,
MA. FMI: 508-495-2202.

April 11
MLA Directors Meeting, Nautilus
Restaurant, Noon, Belfast. FMI 967-4555.

April 30-May 3
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission spring meeting, Arlington, VA

April 14
Drill Conductor Training, Belfast. MLA
members receive 25% off. FMI 207-338-1603.

Upcoming
May 2
Shellfish Advisory Council meeting, 10 a.m.,
Ellsworth City Hall.

April 17-19
New England Fishery Management Council
meeting, Mystic, CT.
April 19
Safety training by Fishing Partnerships
Support Services, 7:30 a.m., Vinalhaven.
FMI: Nina Groppo, 978-282-4847.

May 26
Damariscotta Mills alewife festival, all day.
FMI: www.damariscottamills.org
Penobscot Marine Museum, Searsport,
opens for the season.

TRIP TO SEAFOOD SHOW BRINGS
SMILES, KNOWLEDGE
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association, with support from Hannaford Supermarkets, the Maine
Coast Fishermen’s Association, and the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative, once again
conveyed a busload of interested Mainers to the 2018 Seafood Expo North America in Boston.
This was the third year of the March trip to the show, and the bus was full!

Maine Lobster
Leadership
Institute participant Justin
Papkee, Long
Island, relaxing
on the bus.

Getting ready to enter the show. MLA photos.

“It’s always informative and an opportunity to glimpse
firsthand the global seafood world,” commented Mike Mesko,
Vinalhaven, pictured here at left with Steve Rosen and Gerry
Doughty.

The bus riders attended the MLMC cooking
demonstration featuring Gov. LePage. Chef
Stephen Richards from Fisherman’s Wharf
Inn, Boothbay, made a sweet potato, corn,
chipotle and lobster chowder.

Page 24 | LANDINGS | April 2018

BELFAST ARTIST FOCUSES ON WOMEN WHO FISH
by Melissa Waterman
Belfast artist Susan Tobey White paints from the
heart. She has spent the past twenty years exploring the world around her through her acrylic paintings. Her large canvases detail brightly colored
people dancing, exuberant vegetables, and lobstermen at work. Now she wants to begin a series of
paintings focused solely on women who lobster.
In 2002, after having taught elementary art for 15
years, White opened High Street Studio & Gallery

in an historic building in downtown Belfast, a
seasonal gallery and painting workshop space. In
2012 she opened Susan Tobey White Studio, also
in Belfast.
Now she’s turned her painterly eye to women in the
lobster industry. “My husband has a boat and I’ve
baited bags and measured lobsters,” White said.
Mark White fishes the E Z Duz It out of Belfast harbor. A friend in town also works with her husband
as a sternman. One day White watched her friend
offloading crates on a brisk winter day and was
struck by how hard she, and other women like her,
work.
“I was just so impressed by these women. I’ve done
so many paintings of lobstermen but I hadn’t seen
many paintings of lobsterwomen!” White explained.
So White has put the word out. She is planning a
series of large paintings specifically of women who
fish. “I am asking women to send me photos of
themselves hauling traps, painting buoys, baiting,
or even just standing by their boat, also a photo of
their buoys,” White said. She would also like an explanation from each woman about why she chose
to be fisherman. The end result will be a painting of
the woman with her statement beside the painting.

To learn more, visit
www.susantobeywhite.com
or contact her at stwhite@gwi.net.
“Sadie”

Stonington Lobster Co-op
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286; 800-315-6625
lobstercoop@myfairpoint.net
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

“Buoys will be Buoys”

Susan Tobey-White’s work can be found in
Belfast, Lincolnville, and North Carolina.
Photo by Alice Seeger.

Vinalhaven Fisherman’s Co-op
PO Box 366
Vinalhaven, Maine 04863
207-863-4373
janetvhcoop@hotmail.com
www.vinalhavencoop.com

Maine Fishermen’s Co-operatives
Since 1947
2UJDQL]HGIRU0DLQH·VÀVKHUPHQ
E\0DLQH·VÀVKHUPHQ

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd
South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Co-op
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
www.littlecranberrylobster.com

