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JACOBSON NEW HEAD OF
MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING
COLLABORATIVE

MLA CELEBRATES 60 YEARS
By MLA staff
Sixty years is a long time. In 1954, when
the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
was established, no one had a computer in the house. Man had not walked
on the moon. Polio was still a dreaded
childhood disease and Sen. Joseph
McCarthy’s hearings were in full swing.
Dwight Eisenhower was President and
the population of the United States was
slightly more than 163 million people,
compared to 317 million today.
The MLA was formed in 1954 largely
due to the efforts of one man – Leslie
Dyer. A Vinalhaven fisherman, Dyer
thought that if lobstermen could get
together and see themselves as part of
something bigger, they could become a
force to be reckoned with by lawmakers and dealers alike.
Dyer traveled the coast back in 1954
talking up the idea of a unified lobstermen’s group. In an interview with David
Taylor in 1974, Dyer recalled some of

By Melissa Waterman

When the National Fisherman did a
special cover story in its July 1999 issue
on commercial fishing organizations in
this country, the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association was featured in an effective
cover photo, which included members,
front row from left, Arnie Gamage Jr., Pat
White, and David Cousens.
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In July, the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative (MLMC) announced
that it had hired Matt Jacobson as
its executive director. “Matt is an
outstanding selection for executive director of the Maine Lobster
Marketing
Collaborative,”
said
Patrick Keliher, Commissioner of
the Maine Department of Marine
Resources in a press release. “His
successes in business leadership, international relations, and marketing
make him a perfect fit for this important position. This industry needs
someone who can think critically,
build consensus, and take initiative
to set and accomplish new and ambitious goals. Matt definitely brings
those accomplishments to the table.”
Jacobson, 53, comes to his new position through a particularly varied
professional path. Born at Wright

Matt Jacobson and his daughter,
Maggie. Photo courtesy of M. Jacobson.

Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton,
Ohio, he grew up, as he puts it, “an
Air Force brat.” After graduating from
high school, Jacobson attended the
Continued on page 18

OPERATION GAME THIEF
TAKES TO THE SEA
By Melissa Waterman
The Department of Marine
Resources (DMR), Bureau of Marine
Patrol, recently began taking part
in Operation Game Thief (OGT).
Operation Game Thief is a private, non-profit organization that
works with state agencies throughout the country to identify and
prosecute poachers. The program
has been used successfully by the
Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife (IF&W) since 1989. This is
the first year it has been used by the DMR.
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“Operation Game Thief applies to all natural resources,” explained
Major Jon Cornish, DMR Marine Patrol. “The Operation Game Thief
hotline has been in existence for many years at IF&W and has provided them with many good complaints and cases from members of
the public.”

Lawyer Clayton Howard

Operation Game Thief provides the public with a 24-hour, seven days
a week hotline to call in tips about fisheries violations. Individuals
may also file a tip on a secure Web site as well. Rewards of up to
$1,000 may be paid for information that leads to a summons being
issued for a violation or an arrest. The caller does not have to identify
him or herself and will not be called to testify in court. The rewards
are paid from private donations made to OGT; no state money is involved in the program.
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

August is here and with it the dog days of summer. The
phrase is associated with the “Dog Star” Sirius, which the
Romans linked to the long hot days of late summer. Here
in Maine, August is marked by a southwesterly breeze and
the presence of offshore fog. And by the influx of shedder
lobsters, which lobstermen eagerly await each year. This
year’s shedders are reported to be following a pattern more
typical of years past, which will likely make August a busy
month for lobstermen.
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This month in Landings we take the opportunity to mark
the 60th Anniversary of our sister organization, the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association (MLA). It was 1954 when a group
of Downeast lobstermen decided that it might just be a
good idea to band together. They hired Vinalhaven lobsterman Les Dyer as their first
president and quickly became a
force to be reckoned with on the
coast. Sixty years later the MLA
is going strong, despite the increasing complexity of the lobstering world. As part of its celebration, the MLA is holding a
drawing for members who join
by September 15 to win $1954!
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a brand for Canadian lobster and is working with provincial Legislatures to create legislation necessary to provide
a penny a pound levy on lobster in order to fund a regionwide marketing program.
Landings taps into the deep pride that so many have in
Maine’s lobster industry. Columnist Christina Lemieux
writes of the unbreakable link between lobstermen and
their families. Daughter of a Cutler lobsterman, Lemieux
points out the value of working hard when one is young,
and the benefits which that work has given her as an adult.
Landings also delves into the different ways in which value
can be added to the lobster landed in Maine. An entrepreneurial woman in Friendship, wife of a lobsterman, has
found a sales niche that has turned into a howling success.
The Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s
Co-operative has also taken
a step out into the marketing
world, creating a new company to sell their lobster online. Little Cranberry Lobster is
branding and marketing their
lobster, and educating customers about the lobster industry
and local fishermen.

We meet long-time MLA member Buzzy Kinney, who has been
active in the lobster fishery for
many years. One of the founders of the Spruce Head Co-op,
Buzzy talks about how he came
to believe that being a part of a
group could accomplish more
than speaking up on one’s own.

In this issue you will also
meet Clayton Howard, a
Damariscotta lawyer who has
served
Maine’s fishing comLobster in Maine, what could be better? August is the
munities
well for more than
month of the Maine Lobster Festival. The festival serves
up approximately 20,000 pounds of lobster in five days. 40 years. Howard was instrumental in creating many of the
Photo courtesy of the MLF.
state’s fishermen’s cooperatives,
and has staunchly represented lobstermen individually
MLA’s Navigator, April Gilmore McNutt, provides some and through the MLA over the years.
helpful information for those who are struggling with how Landings also explores Operation Game Thief (OGT),
to use their health insurance policy now that they are pay- which provides a confidential 24-hour, seven days a week
ing for it. Whether it is finding a doctor or understanding hotline to call in tips about fisheries violations. Individuals
how your policy works, April walks you through the steps may also file a tip on a secure Web site. OGT has been used
of turning your health coverage into health care.
by Maine’s Inland Fish and Wildlife Service, and is now beWe also introduce the new executive director of the Maine
Lobster Marketing Collaborative, Matt Jacobson. Jacobson
has had a dynamic career in the Air Force, in railroads, and
as the head of Maine & Co., a nonprofit organization that
helped bring major companies to Maine. He talks about his
work and the opportunities that have come his way over
the years, and his motivation for taking on the challenging
job of building demand for Maine lobster.
Geoff Irvine, executive director of the Lobster Council of
Canada, gives an overview of the many activities taking
place in the Maritime Provinces. The Council has created

ing used by Maine’s Department of Marine Resources.
Finally, in our continuing series “Voices” we hear the words
of a Swan’s Island fisherman, Normie Burns. His reminiscences remind us that despite all that appears to be changing so rapidly in our world, some things, such as family, the
respect of one’s friends and appreciating the quiet beauty
of Maine, do remain the same.
I hope you enjoy this issue. We welcome your feedback and
contributions.

Editor’s note: In our article last month on sternmen and violations, we made a mistake which Rene Cloutier of Marine
Patrol kindly pointed out to us. While a sternman can be cited along with a Captain for a violation, a sternman would
not be cited alone as he is fishing under the captain’s license. So a sternman can be cited in addition to the Captain, but
never in lieu of the Captain. We apologize for our error.

MLCA fosters thriving coastal
communities and preserves
Maine’s lobstering heritage
Send your support to:
Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance | P.O. Box 315 | Kennebunk, Maine | 04043 | www.mlcalliance.org
The MLCA invites you to support Maine’s
lobster industry. Donations of $25 or more
include a subscription to Landings.
Donation $
Please note amount. Check or credit card
accepted.
MLCA is a 501 (c) 3 non-proﬁt charitable
organization.

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Email
Phone
Credit Card #
Expiration

Security Code
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MLA’S 56-YEAR-OLD CONSENT DECREE IS REMOVED BY
U.S. DISTRICT COURT
Hornby concurred with the MLA and
DOJ that termination of the decree
would be in the public interest.

By MLA staff
On July 21, 2014, United States
District Court Judge D. Brock Hornby
signed an order terminating the Final
Judgment entered into on August
5, 1958, imposing a consent decree
against the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association (MLA). The consent decree was based on a court finding
that the MLA had engaged in price
fixing, a violation of the Sherman
Anti-Trust Act. The MLA worked
with the U.S. Department of Justice
(DOJ) over several years to make the
case that the consent decree was no
longer necessary and did not serve
the public interest. The DOJ concurred with the MLA.
On June 25, the MLA had filed a motion in United States District Court
for the District of Maine, unopposed,
requesting termination of the final
judgment. The Department of Justice
filed a memorandum in this court
supporting the MLA’s request.

Left, Mary Anne Mason, of Crowell
& Moring, pro bono lawyer for the
MLA and right, MLA executive director Patrice McCarron in front of
the federal courthouse in Portland in
July, when the consent decree was removed. MLA photo.

the importance of this ruling to the
state of Maine. Judge Hornby also
talked about the esteemed career of
Judge Gignoux, who imposed the final judgment on the MLA during his
first year on the bench in 1958. After
inquiring whether any adverse public comment or other information
had been received by the DOJ, Judge

Judgment”), and the United States
having represented to the Court that
it has no objection to the motion,
and the Court having considered all
papers filed in connection with this
motion, and the Court finding that it
is in the public interest to terminate
the Final Judgment, it is ordered, adjudged, and decreed: That said Final
Judgment is hereby terminated.”
“I felt like I was part of history to be
present when this legal judgment, in
place for nearly 60 years, was vacated,” said Patrice McCarron, MLA executive director. “It really is a breath
of fresh air for the MLA.”
The MLA completed a strategic plan
in 2009 which included reorganizing from a cooperative organization
to a non-profit trade association,

“In the case of the MLA, the consent
decree has long ago achieved its
purpose and is no longer needed to
achieve compliance with the U.S. antitrust laws,” said Mary Anne Mason.
“Moreover, the lobster fishing industry has changed fundamentally in
the more than five decades since the
Final Judgment was entered. During
that time, federal and state environmental, economic, and fisheries
management regulations have fundamentally altered the industry.”
The role of the MLA as an organization has evolved in response to these
changes. The present MLA has no involvement in the commercial harvest,
sale, or distribution of lobster. Rather,
the MLA is a trade organization dedicated to advocacy for a sustainable
lobster resource and the fishermen
and communities that depend on it.
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“...the consent decree
has long ago achieved
its purpose...”

In 1979, the Department of Justice
(DOJ) adopted a policy calling for
consent decrees to sunset within ten
years of entry. The DOJ would work
with parties seeking to modify or terminate decrees entered prior to 1980
that contain no sunset provision
where terminating them appeared to
be in the public interest.
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Judge Hornby heard arguments from
MLA counsel, Mary Anne Mason of
Washington, D.C.-based Crowell &
Moring, and DOJ counsel, Michele
Cano, on why the court should remove the consent decree. During the
court proceeding, Judge Hornby underscored the importance of the lobster industry to the state of Maine,
the rich history of the MLA case, and

Judge Hornby issued a signed order from the bench that states, “The
Court having received the motion
of defendant Maine Lobstermen’s
Association, Inc. (“MLA”) for termination of the final judgment entered
in this case on August 5, 1958 (“Final

which better fits the MLA’s mission.
Dissolving the consent decree will allow the MLA to move forward with
this goal.
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Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN:

By Christina Lemieux
I was so pleased to see that the organizers of this year’s Maine Lobster
Festival chose to honor Maine’s
hard-working lobstering families
with their festival theme, Lobster living—Celebrating the families behind
the industry. Lobster fishing is, and
always has been, a family affair. For
every lobster fisherman out on the
water, there is usually a wife back
home who packed his lunch, painted
his buoys and after whom his lobster
boat is named. There is also often a
son or daughter who spends his or
her summers working with him as a
sternman.
This was the case in my family. My father was always the captain—of the
business and the vessels—but my
mother, my brother and myself each
played crucial roles in making his enterprise a success. My mother painted my father’s buoys until my brother
and I were old enough to take over
the task. She did the book work and
made the much-dreaded bait runs fetching truckloads of sardines from
Booth’s Canning Company in Lubec.
She also woke up with my father at
the crack of dawn each morning to
pack his lunch before he headed out
on the ocean.
As soon as we were old enough,
my brother and I started working

It’s a family affair

as sternmen on our father’s boat in
the summer months and on school
breaks. During the spring we would
assist with the cementing and setting
of the traps. Each fall we would meet
my father at the wharf after school
to help him band the abundance of
lobsters. At times my grandmother
would even join in, lending a hand
so we could move through the catch
more quickly. While the image of the
independent fisherman wresting his

The offspring of lobster
fishermen ... grow up
engaged in the industry and idolizing their
seafaring fathers.
living from an unforgiving ocean fills
paintings, postcards and the minds
of tourists, it is important to remember the family members who stand
behind him. It is not just lobstermen,
but lobster fishing families that have
built the backbone of Maine’s coastal
economy.
I have always been fascinated by
the familial aspects of lobster fishing. I not only dedicated the book
I published in 2012 to the lobster
fishing families of downeast Maine,
but as I was writing the book I also
researched the roles wives and chil-

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: http://www.midcoast.com/~marinhyd/

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

Christina Lemieux and her brother, Nick, setting off in their lobster boat at home in
Cutler. Photo courtesy of C. Lemieux.

dren play in the lobster harvesting
process. Of the downeast Maine fishermen I surveyed, almost 80% have
their children help out on the boat.
I find this an amazing figure. We live
in an age where many children do not
know what their parents actually do
for a living and more than 50% of the
nation’s young workforce has never
held a basic, paying job, according to
a Bureau of Labor Statistics survey in
2010. The offspring of lobster fishermen, on the other hand, grow up engaged in the industry and idolizing
their seafaring fathers. Your average
pre-schooler passes the day playing princesses or Fireman Sam. The
children of lobstermen ‘play’ lobster
fishing in old skiffs parked in their
parents’ front yards. By the time they
graduate grammar school, many of
them are fishing a small gang of traps
from an outboard boat under the
guidance of a father.
Even if they don’t go on to become
full-time fishermen, these children
enter adulthood equipped with crucial skills needed to thrive in the modern working world. While my brother
has become a full-time lobster fisherman, I work at an advertising agency
in London. It is a long way from the
shores of Cutler and the stern of a
lobster boat, yet the work ethic and
understanding of teamwork I gained
through lobstering have served me
well.
The ad world is a notoriously highpressure environment and the hours
are relentless. But spending 12-hour
days stuffing bait bags and banding
unruly lobsters from a young age gave
me stamina. There have been many
times at the office when I’ve summoned the perseverance I learned
on the lobster boat to help me push
through the final stretch of a presentation or new business pitch. I recall
sitting at my desk thinking, “This is
nothing compared to a rough fall day
out on the ocean.”
Being part of a lobster fishing family
also teaches children the importance
of teamwork. I was the youngest

member of the Lemieux family and a
girl but I was always able to find a valuable role to play in our lobster business. Too young to run a winch and
too weak to lift a crate full of lobster,
I focused on becoming a fast bander,
a precise buoy-painter, and adept at
hooking on traps and totes. Through
the process, I grew to understand the
importance of the more humble, supporting roles in a business that are
vital to making it a success.
Read the headlines and you will become aware that young people are
facing a far more challenging transition from school to working life than
ever before. Today’s graduates, often
called Millennials, have been characterized as “unprepared for the 21st
century workforce.” Employers criticize them for lacking a solid work
ethic, commitment, humility and the
ability to collaborate in a team environment. Perhaps more children
should spend some time working on
a lobster boat!

Christina Lemieux Oragano grew up
in Cutler, where her family has been
in the lobster industry for four generations and she worked as a sternman for her father. While her current
career in advertising has taken her
from Maine to London, she remains
committed to the Maine lobster industry through her writing, including
her book How To Catch A Lobster
In Down East Maine and her blog,
Maine-lylobster.com.
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MLA MEMBER PROFILE:

“Buzzy” Kinney, Spruce Head

By Nancy Griffin
Richard “Buzzy” Kinney, 73, of Spruce Head wasn’t always a lobsterman. He
started out in 1960 working in a Rockland auto garage for $55 a week.
“I didn’t own a car. My father drove me in on his way to work (in another garage). I had a daughter and a son, and I would just get caught up on bills and
another kid would get sick. So after a few months, I asked for a raise,” said
Kinney. “They gave me $3 a week more.”
That’s when he decided there had to be more to life and making a living, so he
joined his father-in-law shearing sheep on Metinic, Big Green and Wooden Ball
islands, and fishing the north end of Metinic.
“Once you’ve worked outdoors and made a reasonable living, it’s hard to go
back indoors,” he said. In 1970, he went to fish off Criehaven (Ragged Island)
with his father-in-law and eventually bought out his share. Back then Kinney
and his wife Eleanor and the children lived in a camp that was owned by his
grandmother, but leased to Spruce Head Lobster Company. Later it became
the site of the Spruce Head Fishermen’s Cooperative.
Kinney was there at the start of the co-op. “Around 1972, John Matheson was
working for Sea Grant. He had graduated from Maine Maritime. He found me
and talked to me about starting a fishing co-op,” said Kinney. “He took me to
Stonington. We drove down in a Chevy Vega—the worst car in the world.”
Later they called a meeting in the community hall in Spruce Head to see if
there was interest in a coop. “My brother, Chad, had taken a Dale Carnegie
course,” Kinney recalled. “He told me not to say ‘I’ but to say ‘we,’ so I tried to
limit the use of ‘I’ during the meeting. We had 35 people who put up $200 to
start the co-op.”
The co-op hired a bookkeeper, but things didn’t turn out quite right and so they
decided to take the books to an accountant. “He was going to charge us $7,000
to $8,000 to fix it,” Kinney reported. “That’s when we found out about SCORE
[which provides free business advice]. Norman McKenzie from Owls Head
helped us negotiate and work with the accountant to fix it. What I learned is
you can manage your own money, but when you have 40 fishermen, it’s a different ball game.”
The co-op members decided to hire a business manager. “Robert Baines, Sr.
[MLA board member Bob Baines’s father] was our neighbor. He was retired

Kinney has a “berth,” as it’s called, on Ragged Island (Criehaven). He lobsters there for
several days each week then returns to Spruce Head. Photo by Nancy Griffin.

then, but he had worked with the Port Authority in New York,” Kinney continued. “They have all kinds of vendors there and he had to keep track of them. He
put us on the right track.” Baines Sr. continued as the co-op’s general manager
for more than 20 years. “He set us on the right road. We learned you can’t pay
out all your profits. Baines set us up right. He was a firm leader.”
During its history, the co-op has kept the majority of its membership. “We buy
Continued on page 23

HAPPY SUMMER!
What better way to hit the beach than with
ha
MLA tote and t-shirt?
Fill out the order form below or visit us online
to see more available products!!
MLA Items

Color

Size

Price

MLA lobster T-shirt

Red, Blue, Gray

M, XL, 2XL

$15

MLA Canvas Tote

Kahki and navy

one size

$15

Child Lobster Buoy T-shirt

White

XS, S, M

$10

MLA logo T-shirt

Blue

M, XL, 2XL

$15

Child Lobster Life cycle T-shirt

Oatmeal

S

$10

Friend Membership

For individuals who do not hold a current Maine
Lobster license

$50

Harvester Membership

For Maine’s commercial lobstermen

$150

Name:______________________________________________ Phone #:__________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:__________
Item #1:_____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________
Item #2:_____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________

Looking for a lender
that understands
your business?
For generations, Farm Credit East has helped
commercial ﬁshing operations plan for and
ﬁnance the equipment they need to harvest
more proﬁts for their business. Today, we
continue to provide ﬂexible ﬁnancing and
solid advice for aquatic businesses of every
type and size.
How can we help you net more proﬁt for your
business? Call today to review our wide range
of options.

Sub total:_______+ $4.50 (shipping) = Total:_______Check #:______Visa:___ MasterCard:___
Card #: _____________-___________________-__________________-___________________
CVV code (3 numbers on back of card):_________________ Exp. Date:___________________

Shop online: www.mainelobstermen.org/mla-store
203 Lafayette Center Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-4555

Auburn • 800.831.4230
FarmCreditEast.com

LOANS FOR:
Boats
Trucks
• Gear
• Permits
• Operating lines
• Haul out and repair
•
•
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COVERAGE TO CARE: HOW TO USE YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE
By April Gilmore McNutt
Whew! You certainly needed a lot of
information in order to enroll in the
health insurance program this past
year. And now there’s more that you
need to learn in order to make best
use of your health insurance policy.
You likely have many questions, such
as: How do you use your insurance
once you have it? How do you make
sure your visit is covered, and make
the most of your appointment time
spent with your doctor?
That’s why The Center for Medicaid
and Medicare recently launched
a new nationwide initiative called
Coverage to Care, to help consumers
and all the newly insured get the information they need to know about
their health insurance.
I’m sure we all agree that the process
of enrolling in a health insurance
plan can be overwhelming. It’s a big
expense to pay each month, yet we
know we need it to stay healthy and
be ready for those “what if ” situations. Over 44,000 Maine residents
signed up for coverage during the
open enrollment period that ended
this past March.
Under the Affordable Care Act, all
new plans must offer preventative
services. Some plans offer preventative services at no cost such as colo-

rectal cancer screening; flu shots and
vaccinations; blood pressure and
diabetes 2 screenings, just to name
a few. And there are many other
preventative services for adults and
children that you may not realize are
available.
Chronic diseases – such as heart disease, arteriosclerosis (which causes
strokes), cancer, and diabetes – are
among the most prevalent, costly,
and preventable of all health problems. According to the Centers for
Disease Control, 25 percent of all
deaths in Maine in 2005 were due to
cancer and up to 60 percent of deaths
from colorectal cancer could be prevented if persons aged 50 and older
were screened regularly. Access to
high-quality and affordable prevention measures is an essential step in
saving lives, reducing disability, and
lowering costs for medical care.
Lots of people shy away from visiting
a doctor because they suspect something is wrong and don’t want to hear
bad news. That’s why these preventative care services are so important.
They allow a doctor to identify a
problem early so it’s easier and less
expensive to address it. Most ACA
plans offer a 24-hour, seven-days-aweek Nurse Line so you can call your
insurance company anytime you
have questions and need profession-

al advice. Some plans offer three free
visits for behavioral counseling and
tobacco cessation services including nicotine replacement therapy at
no cost to the plan holder. Some provide health programs with registered
nurses, dietitians and therapists as
health coaches to help you find the
information you need to make the
best medical decisions for you and
your family.
Every health insurance policy comes
with a “summary of benefits” which
explains the cost of covered benefits,
what the provider will pay for certain
services, coverage limitations and
exceptions. It also explains your plan
deductible, co-pays and the co-insurance portion of services your provider will share with you. It is important
that you read through this summary
so that you understand how your
health insurance plan works.
Knowing where to go for health care
and finding a provider who works for
you is also important. Every insurance provider has a “network” which
is the group of hospitals and doctors
with which the provider contracts.
As the insured, you want to stay within that network to avoid paying outof-network rates for services. Your
insurance provider or an insurance
Navigator can help you find a local
doctor in your network.
If it’s your first time seeing a new
doctor, call the office to find out what
you need to bring with you to your
appointmenton time. If you’ve been
assigned a doctor from your insurance provider with whom you’re not
comfortable, you may have options
to change doctors. If you need to see
a specialist, you may need a referral
from your doctor before you do so
in order to have that cost covered by
the insurance provider. If you are not
sure, simply call the number on your
insurance card and speak with a representative from your insurer.
Medications and prescriptions are
also a very important part of your
coverage. Understanding what’s
covered under your policy is crucial
when choosing a plan. Prescriptions

April Gilmore McNutt is the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association’s Health
Navigator. She urges anyone with
questions about their health insurance
to call or email her.

are typically put into four tiers ranging from generic to specialty. If you
find that your specialty medication
is too expensive, ask your doctor if
there is a generic version that you
could use instead, or if the pharmacy
offers a discount program or savings
club on monthly purchases. You may
be able to buy a three-month supply to avoid paying multiple co-pays.
There are also resources to help pay
for prescriptions outside the pharmacy. Call your pharmacy or insurance company to get help connecting
with available resources.
If you’re uninsured and missed the
open enrollment deadline, you may
still be able to sign up for coverage
before the next open enrollment period begins in November. Call the
MLA to see if you qualify for the
Special Enrollment Period.
We all want to live a long and healthy
life, so ask for help from your provider or contact a health insurance
Navigator to learn how to make the
most of your health insurance coverage. And if you have questions about
how your plan works, you’re looking
to enroll in a new plan or questions
about using your current health insurance, please call the MLA office
and we will help connect you with
the most appropriate resources.

MLA IS TURNING 60!
BECOME A MEMBER BY SEPT 15TH
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN $1954!
See page 11 for details

Photo by Cory McDonald

Questions? Comments? 207-967-4555, sarah@mainelobstermen.org
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Maine Lobstermen’s
Association

STEAMING AHEAD

•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 207.594.7518
1st VP: Jim Dow
Bass Harbor, 207.288.9846
2nd VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 207.259.3306
Sec/Treasurer: Arnold Gamage, Jr.
So. Bristol, 207.644.8110
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596.0177
Dwight Carver, Beals, 497.2895
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372.6429
Jim Henderson, Camp Ellis, 468.4363
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255.3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633.6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526.4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244.4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372.6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846.9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563.5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 846.3158
Elliott Thomas, Yarmouth, 846.6201
John Williams, Stonington, 367.2731
Donald Young, Cushing, 354.6404
Jack Young, Vinalhaven, 863.4905

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Navigator
April Gilmore McNutt
april@mainelobstermen.org

Executive Assistant
Sarah Paquette
sarah@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
203 Lafayette Center
Kennebunk, ME 04043
info@mainelobstermen.org
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place at
Darby’s Restaurant, Belfast.
Sept. 3, 5 p.m.

This year the MLA is celebrating 60 years of service to
Maine’s lobstermen. This anniversary is truly staggering if
you think about it. Existing for six decades is a feat in and
of itself. But when your job is to remain a cohesive and effective organization while representing a group of staunchly independent businessmen spread across 3,500 miles of
coast, keeping the doors open for 60 years is a true accomplishment.
There’s no doubt that the MLA has had its ups and downs
over the years. But I would challenge anyone to disagree
with the fact that because of the MLA the Maine lobster
industry is in much better shape than it would have been
otherwise. During 60 years, many issues related to lobstering have come and gone. Some have been easy to resolve,
many more have been controversial and others have been
painful. A lot of people, including lobstermen, have disliked the MLA position at different times. But regardless of
which side of an issue you stand on, you can always count
on the MLA to be honest, transparent and accountable for
its actions. And I don’t say this lightly.
When your work is highly political and often controversial and it can affect people’s lives, you must pay attention
to how you conduct yourself. The MLA has never forgotten why it was formed or who it is here to serve. We have
never taken on work that does not directly benefit or affect
Maine lobstermen and we have never misled our members.
After all, the ends never justify the means. We are the oldest and the largest fisheries organization in the state but
still, the MLA has remained relatively small and certainly
pretty nimble over the years, avoiding the trap of evolving
into something other than what we were created for in the
first place.
The reason for that is simple – the MLA always has been
and always will be a membership organization. If our membership is strong, the MLA is strong. If it were not, there
would cease to be an MLA. Looking back over the decades,
it’s clear that the MLA has been blessed with loyal members who have repeatedly elected a very strong board of
directors to lead the organization. It is because of its members and the people they elect to the board that the MLA
has always been a leader with a clear vision that balances
the industry’s present-day needs with the goal of securing
a strong lobstering future.
It’s hard to put a finger on it, but somehow the MLA has
consistently found energetic and thoughtful men and
women to serve. As a result, the MLA board has represented lobstermen and harbors from throughout the coast
since the day it was organized. Gather lobstermen from all
parts of the coast at a table, and you can be sure that when
the dust settles, the consensus in the room will be to do
what is good for the industry as a whole. While each person
is guided by his own experiences and the needs of his community, board members show a tremendous respect for
another’s point of view. After all, they share a mutual aim:
to make sure that the opportunities they have enjoyed, to
make a living on the water independent of any corporate

interests, does not elude the next generation.
Sixty years is a long time. There are many things we now
take for granted about the lobster fishery because we were
not there when the battles to gain them were fought. So I
ask, what might the Maine lobster fishery look like without
the MLA?
•

If MLA hadn’t lobbied the Legislature to ban lobster harvesting with non-trap gear back in 1967, would Maine
today allow dragger-caught lobster to be landed? Would
it ultimately have come into law if the MLA hadn’t fought
against it consistently over the years since then?

•

Would dragger vessels from other states be fishing for lobster without any limit on how many they could land if the
MLA hadn’t worked with Senator Snowe on the 100-perday or 500-per-week limit written into the Magnuson Act
back in 1996?

•

Would oversized lobster be landed freely in Maine if the
MLA hadn’t led the effort to defeat a campaign by lobster
dealers to overthrow the maximum gauge in 1985?

•

Would all Maine lobstermen be burdened with running
payroll and all of the onerous taxes that go with it if the
MLA hadn’t worked with Maine’s federal delegation to
pass the Sternman Act in 1976?

•

Would Shafmaster boats still be fishing at Maine’s 3-mile
line if MLA hadn’t lobbied to move lobster management
from the New England Fisheries Management Council to
the ASMFC and establish the Area 1 boundary out to 40
miles in 1997?

•

What if the MLA hadn’t led the charge to get V-notching
recognized as an effective conservation measure? Would
the minimum gauge for a legal lobster be significantly
larger than 3-1/4 inches if we hadn’t been involved?

•

Would Canada be selling undersized live lobster into the
U.S. if the MLA hadn’t worked on the Mitchell amendment to the Magnuson Act in 1989?

•

If the MLA hadn’t fought for an exemption to the sinking line rule for Maine state waters, would Maine lobstermen be fishing sinking line to the beach as they do in
Massachusetts and New Hampshire?

•

You may find it hard to imagine, but many of the Maine
lobster industry’s conservation measures remain in place
because the MLA was there to fight to keep them.

It’s hard getting old. The back starts to ache in the morning,
your fingers don’t work as well as they once did, you might
even need reading glasses! Sure, the MLA is 60 years old
this year, but to be honest, we are a stronger and more flexible organization than ever. I take great pride in the MLA –
in its history, in its thoughtful approach and in its amazing
accomplishments. Please show your pride in the MLA and
join us in the celebration by renewing your membership
today.
As always, stay safe on the water.

YOU COULD WIN $1954!
It is time to renew your membership or become a member of
Maine’s oldest fishing organization!
This year is a big one for MLA as we celebrate 60 years of service to Maine’s commercial lobstermen. Without our
members, there would be no MLA. To thank you, the MLA is offering members a chance to win $1954! All you have
to do is renew or join by September 15th.
This year, the MLA also is offering an opportunity for sternmen to join, and for our members to receive a discount by
joining for multiple years. All members will receive MLA’s 60th Anniversary hat and bumper sticker. Look for your
membership application in the mail, or on page 11, and be sure to JOIN TODAY!
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SINGLES ARE NOT BANNED!
Under the new whale rules which go into effect in June 2015, singles are NOT
banned. The Bangor Daily News incorrectly reported on the new rules in June,
leading to confusion about what the new rules require. Under the new whale
rules, there are no new regulations for gear fished in Maine state waters inside
the exemption line. So, if you fish in an area exempt from the sinking line rule,
you are exempt from the vertical line rules.

Summary of Maine’s Vertical Line and Gear Marking Rule
Implementation June 1, 2015
Area/Zone

Minimum Traps/Trawl

Gear Marking

Exempted State waters

none

none

Non-exempted State waters
¼ mile buffer around
Matinicus, Monhegan, Criehaven

2
none

12”mark (red)*

All zones – A to G (3 to 6 miles)

3

12”mark (red)*

Zones A to C (6 to 12 miles)

5

12”mark (red)*

Zones D to G (6 to 12 miles)

10

12”mark (red)*

All zones – A to G (12+ miles)

15

12”mark (red)*

Zones F and G (12+ miles)
Nov. 1 to Feb. 29

20

12”mark (red)*

*Rope must be marked at least 3 times
1. top (within 2’ of top of buoy line),
2. mid way along the length of the buoy line,
3. bottom within 2’ of the bottom of the buoy line)

MAINE LOBSTER IS A HEALTHY CHOICE
An environmental group announced in June that it planned to raise concerns
about consumer guidelines for seafood consumption under review by the FDA,
specifically, consumption guidelines for pregnant women consuming lobster. The MLA brought this to the attention of Maine Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) and Maine Centers for Disease Control (CDC).
The Maine CDC determined that the data referred to by the environmental
group and the FDA was outdated, referring to a 36-year-old FDA report. Not
only do the data cited not reflect current conditions, but the lobsters sampled
were not all from the Maine coast or of Maine’s legal size. Maine CDC filed comments with the FDA to set the record straight.
The Maine CDC referred FDA officials to more recent data from the EPA, with
samples collected between 2000 and 2010 along the Maine coast from Casco
Bay to Cobscook Bay. Based on analysis by the Maine CDC, Maine lobster is a
healthy source of protein for pregnant women. In fact, it is listed in the Maine
CDC’s Family Fish Guide as the “Next Best Choice” for pregnant women who
want to meet the new FDA guidelines for two meals of fish a week. The only reason it is not considered a “Best Choice” is that it is not as high in Omega 3 fish
oils as some other fish. Furthermore, according to the Maine CDC, a pregnant
woman who weighs approximately 147 pounds can safely eat eight 4-ounce
meals of lobster per week, assuming she isn’t eating any other fish meals. Any
questions should be referred to Andy Smith, Maine State Toxicologist, Maine
CDC, 287-5189.

Patrice McCarron summarized the final whale rule which includes minimum
trawling up requirements and gear marking outside the exemption line. There
are no new measures for lobstermen fishing inside the exemption line. Overall,
the MLA has gotten positive feedback on the final rule, with only a few areas
of concern including the omission of several islands from the ¼ mile island
buffer, the ability of some vessels to fish large trawls outside 12 miles, and the
expanded gear marking requirement.
The MLA Board voted unanimously to direct McCarron to complete the federal
paperwork to apply for two exemptions under the whale plan. First, MLA will
request that the Metinic Island group, Wooden Ball, Seal, and the Maine portion of the Isles of Shoals be included in the ¼ mile buffer allowing them to fish
singles around the islands. Secondly, MLA will request the creation of a safe
trawl equivalency for vessels that believe that they cannot safely fish the 15trap trawl minimum beginning at the 12-mile line. MLA will request that NMFS
create a process to allow concerned vessels to apply for a safe trawl equivalency
which would allow them to fish no less than 10 trap trawls in this area.
The DMR Commissioner invited representatives of lobster industry groups to
meet with him this month. Patrice and David Cousens represented MLA and
were joined by representatives of the Downeast Lobstermen’s Association,
Southern Maine Lobstermen’s Association and the Lobster Union. The
Commissioner updated the group on the final whale rule, DMR’s approach to
develop a lobster fishery management plan and the agency’s growing concerns
about drug addiction leading to serious enforcement cases.
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative announced that they have hired
Matt Jacobson to serve as Executive Director. He is expected to begin work
later this summer.
DMR Marine Patrol has reported that the passenger vessel Nova Star, running
between Portland, ME and Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, has agreed to run on a set
track running from east to west at the following coordinates: WP # 15: N43 37
W070 05, WP # 16: N43 37 W069 20, WP # 17: N43 40 W068 42. Nova Star representatives have stated that the vessel will not stray more than 25 meters on
each side of this line. MLA Directors have not heard of any issues with lobstermen losing gear to this vessel since the Nova Star committed to maintain this
set route.
The MLA remains in communication with NOAA over the operational plan for
the hydrographic survey vessel, Ferdinand Hassler. The boat will not work in
Maine again this year, but may return in the winter of 2015 to see if they are able
to survey during the winter months.
MLA is assisting Miranda Rogers, a Tufts University medical student and
daughter of an Orrs Island lobsterman, in circulating a medical survey to fishermen. Miranda’s research focuses on gaining better understanding of the health
needs of Maine fishermen in order to improve access to health care. MLA continues to work with Fishing Partnership Support Services to apply for funds to
continue to support Maine lobstermen in exploring health insurance options.
The MLA membership renewal will go out in late July. MLA is celebrating 60
years, and will offer a drawing to win $1954 for those who join or renew before
September 15. All 2014-2015 members will receive a membership card, bumper
sticker, hat and business discounts. MLA will also issue a press release to promote this anniversary in local papers.
MLA staff had a busy month dealing with press on a variety of issues including the outlook for the lobster season, ocean acidification, whale rules, and
seafood advisories for mercury. MLA works hard to ensure that Maine’s lobster
industry maintains a positive image in the mainstream media.

The Bait Report

HERRING DAYS AT SEA
On July 2, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission managers decided that
states would allow seven landings days per week for herring beginning July 7.
As of July 23, Area 1A herring landings remained below projections and managers determined that there was no need to adjust the number of landings days.
MLA DIRECTORS MEETING
The MLA meeting opened with guest speakers Christine Beitl and Sarah Ebel
from the University of Maine. They updated the MLA Board on a new interdisciplinary research project underway. For the study they would like to speak
with fishermen to understand how local knowledge can be used to fill gaps
and inform understanding of fisheries and changes in the marine environment.
They hope that by speaking directly with fishermen, they can fill in some of
the gaps not captured by scientific studies such as landings data and research
surveys. The goal of the study is to develop a plan to promote local stewardship
and diversified fisheries in the Gulf of Maine.

2014 Herring Catch and Quota
Area

Quota
(as of 7/24)

% of quota

2014 quota

2013 quota

Area 1A

5,161

15.63%

33,031

24,826

Area 1B

4,733

164.46%

2,878

4,362

Area 2

10,315

35.86%

28,764

22,146

Area 3

21,833

55.39%

39,415

38,146

Total

42,042

40.39%

104,088

89,480

Data from the NMFS Weekly Atlanc Herring report.

Framework 2 imposed seasonal restricons on Areas 1A and 1B. As a result, Area
1A opened on June 1, and Area 1B opened on May 1 and was closed on May 24.
Area 1A percent of quota includes current ME state-only vessel herring landings.
Continued on page 9
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MLA continued from page 8

fisheries violations. The LAC discussed the ideas of requiring mandatory
drug testing to obtain a license or random drug testing to maintain a license. Col. Fessenden of Marine Patrol clarified that laws are in place to
deal with anyone operating under the influence. There was strong consensus that drug addiction is a serious problem that has broad impact on the
industry; however, there was no consensus on how best to deal with it.

The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association announced that they reviewing
their participation in the weekly lobster price report. The MLA Board voted
that MLA staff in Maine continue to collect and distribute lobster, bait and fuel
prices for our members. In the interim, MLA members will not receive prices
from Massachusetts or the Weekly Market Demand and Supply Update.
The MLA has been approached by a Maine processor about Maine’s competitive disadvantage relative to Canada on undersized lobster. The MLA Board
strongly sympathizes with this issue, but needs more information on the cost
and benefits to the Maine lobster industry of potential solutions. The MLA will
again provide lobster for an annual lobster bake to thank our legal counsel for
pro bono representation of the MLA.
The Directors discussed the status of the lobster season, with all areas of the
coast reporting slow landings. Some shedders have been seen very close to
shore and in the rivers. While the lack of cash flow has been frustrating and
concerning for many, there was a strong sense that Maine will have a strong
lobster season. The next MLA meeting will be held in September.

•

Commissioner Keliher stated that he is speaking regularly with Canadian
officials to ensure that both Maine and Canada are accurately informed on
the status of the lobster fishery on both sides of the border.

•

Maine has formed a Green Crab Task Force, and changed laws and regulations to ease requirements on the harvest and sale of green crabs.

•

Col Fessenden reported that Marine Patrol is down several officers, and
southern Maine continues to be understaffed. The DMR has offered jobs to
six strong candidates; two will be able to start immediately while four will
need to go through the academy. Marine Patrol will be spending more time
patrolling the Gray Zone as there has been an increase in Canadian fishing
activity. He also emphasized that replacement tags are issued in lots of 20
and are only issued as traps are lost. The system is not intended to issue all
80 replacement tags at once. Lobstermen must sign an affidavit, but local
MPO’s no longer need to sign off on it.

•

The Maine Legislature created an Ocean Acidification Task Force and appointees have been named; they will meet in August. Dredging projects
are moving forward in Scarborough and Yarmouth. The DMR continues to
monitor closely the proposal for the Searsport Dredge Project and plans to
schedule a public hearing in the affected area once the water quality certification permit is filed with Maine DEP. The Searsport dredge has not yet
been funded by Congress.

•

DMR is cleaning up its regulations contained in Chapter 25 to convert all
Loran references to Lat/Lon. This will also include a review of lobster trawl
limits to ensure that these do not conflict with new vertical line rules.

•

Steve Taylor, Zone G rep., stated that Zone G plans to submit a bill to require those on the waiting list to renew their interest in staying on the list
annually and to require any new entrants to the zone to start at 300 traps.

LOBSTER ADVISORY COUNCIL
The Lobster Advisory Council (LAC) met in July after a nine-month break. The
July meeting brought many new faces to the table as Commissioner Keliher
made new appointments for all of the non-zone seats. The LAC is comprised of
13 members: 7 zone council members and 6 appointed by the Commissioner.
The current zone council representatives are: A-John Drouin, B-Jon Carter,
C-David Tarr, D-Josh Miller, E-Andrew Hawke, F-Jeff Putnam, G-Steve Taylor.
The Zone councils will accept nominations and vote for their LAC representatives this fall.
The non-zone members appointed by the Commissioner are as follows:
• Downeast Harvester, Genevieve McDonald (replacing Nick Lemieux)
• Midcoast Harvester, Bob Baines
• Western Harvester, Marshall Spear (replacing Elliott Thomas)
• Eastern Dealer member: Pete Daley (replacing Dana Rice)
• Western Dealer members: John Jordan (replacing Pete McAleney)
• General Public member: Terry Savage (replacing Ted Hoskins)
The LAC discussed a wide range of new business. Much of the meeting focused
on defining the LAC’s role as the DMR develops a fishery management plan
(FMP) for lobster. Deirdre Gilbert, DMR’s Policy Director, provided an overview
of developing an FMP and explained that the law requires the DMR to develop
the plan with advice from the LAC. The FMP must include the following information:
• Clearly articulated management goals and objectives;
• A description of the biology of the relevant species;
• A description of the relevant fishery;
• Any available information regarding stock status;
• Current management measures;
• Any recommendations to achieve goals and objectives;
• Findings of current research and future research needs; and
• An ecosystem-based characterization of each species under consideration.
At its meeting, the LAC took the following actions:
•

Voiced no opposition to Swan’s Island going to the Legislature to request
increasing their trap limit from 550 to 600; however, the LAC did not take a
position on this issue.

•

There is concern that the current 3x3 mesh biodegradable vent is not large
enough to allow oversize lobsters to escape; the LAC was asked to support
a proposal to increase the mesh size to 4x4 or larger. The LAC tabled the
discussion requesting more information on a range of options which could
address this issue.

•

Genevieve McDonald was nominated to represent the LAC on the
Commercial Fishing Safety Council.

•

The LAC selected a nominating committee to nominate LAC Chair for
election at the next meeting.

The LAC received the following updates:
•

Matt Jacobson has been hired as the new Executive Director of the Maine
Lobster Marketing Collaborative. Marianne Lacroix provided a brief update on the MLMC’s activities.

•

Sarah Cotnoir provided a summary of the new whale rules. She emphasized that there are no new whale rules inside Maine’s exempted waters.
The rules go into effect in June, 2015, and include minimum trawl requirements starting at the exemption line and moving offshore, and also require
more gear marking. Lobstermen fishing across lines must abide by the
most restrictive rule where they are fishing.

•

Commissioner Keliher raised the issue of drug addiction leading to severe

Many thanks to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Allen Insurance &
Financial
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Beals-Jonesport Cooperative
Bell Power Systems
Inc.
Buoysticks.com
Calendar Islands Maine
Lobster LLC
Canobie Seafoods
Cape Porpoise Lobster
Co. Inc.
Chapman & Chapman
Chase Leavitt & Co.
Chrisanda Corp.
Coastal Documentation
Conary Cove Lobster
Co.
Cooks Lobster House
Cousins Maine Lobster
Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-op
Cushing Diesel, LLC
Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.
DB Rice Fisheries
Eastern Tire & Auto
Service
Eaton Trap Co. Inc.
Finestkind Scenic
Cruises
F W Thurston Co. Inc.
Georgetown Fishermen’s Coop
Gill Crustacean Bait
Glens Lobster Co.

Grundens USA Ltd
Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation
Guy Cotten, Inc
Hamilton Marine
HR Beal& Sons Inc.
Holden Seafood Corp.
Insterstate Lobster Co.
Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts
Island Fishermen’s
Wives
Island Seafood II, LLC
Johns Bay Boat Co.
Kips Seafood Co.
Lake Pemaquid Inc.
Linda Bean’s Maine
Lobster
Lobster ME
Lobster Products Inc.
Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
Machias Savings Bank
Maine Financial Group
Maine Port Authority
Maine Sea Grant
Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Midcoast Marine Supply
Millers Wharf Lobster
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Nautilus Marine Fabrication Inc.

Newcastle ChryslerDodge-Jeep
New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.
Novatec Braids LTD
Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.
Penobscot East Resource
Center
Pete’s Marine Electronics
PFBF CPAs
PJ Lobster Company
Polyform US
Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Coop
Port Lobster Co.
Promens Saint John
Quahog Lobster Inc.
Ready Seafood
Red Hook Lobster Pound
Redeem Lobster Co.
Rockland Savings Bank
South Bristol Fishermen’s
Cooperative
Superior Bait and Salt
Superior Marine Products
Inc.
The Compass Insurance
Group
The First NA
WD Matthews Machinery
Co.
Weirs Motor Sales Inc.
Williams CPA Group
LLC
Worcesters Lobster Bait
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
BAIT DEALERS

GIFTS

Bessy Bait LLC
2 Mase Rd
Hampton , NH 03842
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple drum purchases (must show current MLA card).

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off all apparel and promotional product
orders.

Dropping Springs Lobster and Bait
Anthony Robinson
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-272-6278; 207-518-9049

HYDRAULICS

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
Wayne Reichle
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

Coastal Hydraulics Inc
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136/800-234-4397
info@hewsco.com
www.hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components and Cable Craft
cables in 2013.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
Stewart Workman
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
Show MLA member card to receive $500 discount on new hull or top.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St
Bath, ME 04530
207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members.
Penobscot Marine Museum
PO Box 498, 5 Church St
Searsport, ME 04974
207-548-2529
skettell@ppm-maine.org
www.penobscotmarinemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members.
ELECTRONICS
Sawyer & Whitten Marine
36 Union Wharf # 9
Portland, ME 04101
&
118 Tillson Ave.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-879-4500
mike@sawyerwhitten.com
10% discount on non-sale items.
FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Farm Credit of Maine ACA
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcreditmaine.com
FISHING, MARINE & INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
sprofio@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com
10% discount for all service repair of twin disc
transmissions.

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
INSURANCE
Acadia Insurance
Mandi Nickerson
1 Acadia Commons
Westbrook, ME 04092
207-874-1642
mandi.nickerson@acadia-ins.com
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA members. Additional 5% discount with proof of
completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor
course within the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Pam St. Clair
32 Oak St.
Bangor, ME 04401
207-947-5032 x3011
pstclair@varneyagency.com
LEGAL SERVICES
Law office of J. Scott Logan, LLC
75 Pearl Street
Portland, ME 04101
207-699-1314
20% discount on foreclosure defense, bankruptcy legal fees.
Nicholas H Walsh PA
PO Box 7206
Portland, ME 04112
207-772-2191
nwalsh@gwi.net www.nicholas-walsh.com
25% off legal services

Cozy Harbor Seafood Inc
PO Box 389
Portland, ME 04112
207-879-2665
jnorton@cozyharbor.com
www.cozyharbor.com

REFRIGERATION SERVICES

Craig’s All Natural LLC
25 Winecellar Rd.
Durham, NH 03824
603-397-5331
craig@craigsallnatural.com
www.craigsallnatural.com
10% discount on All Victoinox Cutlery
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Orion Seafood International
20 Ladd Street, 3rd Floor
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-2220
info@orionseafood.com
www.orionseafood.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Coop
275 Island Rd
South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Weathervane Seafoods Inc
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-439-0920
jsharp@weathervaneseafoods.com
www.weathervaneseafoods.com
10% off retail & mail orders for MLA members.

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
16 Pleasant Hill Rd
Scarborough, ME 04070
stewart_tuttle@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billys Inc.
PO Box 837
Ogunquit , ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com www.barnbilly.com
Newick’s Hospitality Group, Inc.
431 Dover Point Rd .
Dover, NH 03820
603-742-3205
controller@newicks.com
www.newicks.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SALT
Maine Salt Company
677 Coldbrook Rd.
Hermon, ME 04401
207-848-3796
www.mainesalt.com
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at the
Friendship store.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
137 Pleasant Hill Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-730-2063
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA members

PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
20% off propeller repair. Discounts for new
propellers,shafting and other hardware.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL
Akido Bay Inc.
PO Box 11227
Portland, ME 04104
844-245-4361
kevinm@aikidobay.com
www.aikidobay.com
No annual fees for 2014; 10% off 2015 annual
fees.
Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com

Check out the collection of unique and unusual lobster designs
and illustrations by native Maine artist Andrew M. Cook.
www.lobsteringisanart.com
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MLA IS CELEBRATING 60 YEARS!
Become a member by SEPT 15th
for your chance to WIN $1,954!
To enter:
Ȉ ͳͷ
Improve your odds of winning!
Ȉ  Ƭʹ 
Ȉ Ƭ  


Through the years, the MLA has had your back.
1950s & 1960s: The Beginning

1970s: Taxes in the Forefront

1980s: Lobster Management Begins

1990s: Maine Lobstermen
Expand their Voice

2000s: Whales and Bait

2010s: Complexity at Every Level

Individual Membership Levels:
  
̈́ʹͷͲ
  
̈́ͳͷͲ
  ȗ̈́ʹʹͷ
 Ȁ ̈́ͷ
 Ȁ̈́ͷͲ
 Ǧ̈́ͳͲͲ
Multi-Year Memberships:
 ͵ ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̈́
 ͷ ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̈́
̈́ͳͲ Ǩ
ȋǤ ͵ǣ̈́ͳͷͲǦ̈́ͳͲα̈́ͳͶͲȀȗ͵α̈́ͶʹͲȌ

Business Membership Levels:
 

̈́ͷͷͲ


̈́ʹͲͲ
   ̈́ʹͷ
Additional Contributions:
$

  $

Seperate check payable to MLA LDF

MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM

Mail with payments to: ǡʹͲ͵ǡǡͲͶͲͶ͵



ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
ȀȀǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
ȋ  ǦǡǡƬ Ȍ

ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
 ͓ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴Ƭ ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
ȗ ǣ̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴̴
www.mainelobstermen.org!
Questions? Comments?ʹͲǦͻǦͶͷͷͷǡ̷Ǥ

  WWW.MAINELOBSTERMEN.ORG!
QUESTIONS? COMMENTS?ʹͲǧͻǧͶͷͷͷǡ  ̸ Ǥ
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MADE FOR OUR
TOUGHEST
CUSTOMER.

MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM

YOU !

:JHSSVWZ¯IHYUHJSLZ¯ÄZOOVVRZ¯
^PYL¯Y\Z[`YHPSPUNZ¯ZWSPU[LYLK
KLJRZ0M[OPZPZ^OLYL`V\^VYRHUK
WSH`[OLU`V\ULLKUL^.HNL+LJR
)VZZ)PIZMYVT.Y\UKtUZ<:(
Heavy-duty 600D three-ply waterproof
polyester wears like iron, yet breathes
to keep you cool. It’s like a ﬁsherman’s
suit of armor.

Wyoming, the largest wooden U.S. sailing ship,
contained 300 tons of iron and steel. Why?
Find out August 16 when the Kenneth D. Kramer Blacksmith shop opens at
MMM. Free admission, blacksmithing demos and other shipbuilding
demos will be featured.

³ High-cut design for full coverage
³ Professional neoprene/

Also new this summer:
 The BIW Story trolley tour
 historic Bath architecture tour
 Naval architecture exhibit
 historic boat collection tour
 Maine wooden surfboard exhibit

³
³
³

Visit MaineMaritimeMuseum.org to explore all the interesting things going
on at MMM this summer!

.HNL+LJR)VZZ)PIZ

243 Washington Street • Bath, Maine • 207-443-1316 • www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

MAINE

H

HAMILTON

MARINE

GREAT PRICES!
GREAT STUFF!
800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com

Adult Universal Survival Suit

Reg 279.99 $
RVS-1409A
Order# 743829

$

$20

25999

239

279999

99

Non-hazardous battery, stainless steel
antenna, 6 year warranty, 6 year battery
replacement. GMDSS/USCG Approved.

8

102

Deck Light
55 Watt Halogen light, 12v, 4" x 6"
with stainless steel bracket and rugged
ABS housing.

2462

GME-MT403
Order# 731676

59999 SAVE

Reg 699.99
FMN-2433-0002
Order# 754527

100

$

$

Reg 1299.99
FMN-2424-0002
Order# 754529

$

200

$

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

$

6 Year
Battery!

49999

M-Series: Dually & Dually2 & 6", 10", 20", 30" 40"
with high purity aluminum housings.

Starting At

11499

$

Fish Basket

3' x 3', mat, 1/2" thick,
2-Sided Interlocking Design

109999SAVE

39999

High Performance LED Lights

Round, orange
plastic with
holes, approx.
1 bushel.

24" x 24"

15" x 24"

$

GME-MT403FF
Order# 731678

Anti-Fatigue Mat

NOW STOCKING FREEMAN HATCHES!

Fast acting, easy lift out, positive dogging. Flush,
watertight design. Easily installed in any deck style.
Versatile, rugged and low maintenance.

$

Cat II Manual

Cat I Automatic

List 43.07
OPT-DL55CS
Order# 139482

Black Order# 739299
White Order# 739298

Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches

ACCUSAT™ 406 MHz EPIRBs

USCG Approved.
Uses two “AA”
batteries for
continuous 8
hour operation.

ACR-3355
Order# 100690

$

PLM-HL1
Reg 24.99

C-Light® PML

$ 99

24

99
19
each

Color White Red Orange Green Yellow
Order# 752732 752729 752727 752726 752731

Solara D VHF

$

List 3303.00
JRC-JMA2353
Order# 750214

$

Reg 39.99
$5
KNT-1022
Order# 748677

Class D DSC. GPS info display. Program scan,
dual/tri watch, channel names. Submersible.
MAP 119.99
-$12 Instant Rebate

4 kW, 48nm, 10" mono
CRT display, 2' dome
antenna & 15m cable.

SPECIAL
PURCHASE!

LIMITED QUANTITIES!

SAVE

List 344.04
MTA-MD3188
Order# 733064

10" Marine Radar

$

3499

The only USCG Approved
,QŶDWDEOH:RUN9HVWIRUDOO
vessels over 40'!

SAVE

High Liner Low Drag Buoys
9" x 18.5"
26 lbs Buoyancy

Mustang Automatic
Inflatable Work Vest

USCG APPROVED
3 fingered mitt, retro reflective
tape, 5mm flame retardant
neoprene. Includes whistle
and storage bag.

www.grundens.com

Life Vest Storage Bag
with Four Type II Vests

$

Velcro leg closures
Simple suspender hook-ups
Secure interior chest pocket
Available in Red or Black

19

$

99

Reg 24.99
HTV-179873
Order# 754535

SAVE

5

$

1999

List 38.68
HML-BASKET-PLAS
Order# 118243

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

Check Out
Our New
Website!

www.riverdale.com • 1.800.762.6374
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Introducing: A Wax-Free,
100% Recyclable Box
for Lobsters and Seafood
that Really Works!

For 50-lb. Non-Leakers,
Leakers, Covers, Trays, or
for custom applications,
contact us today for
more information at
vpc@volkboxes.com
or call Frank at
(207) 571-5505.

4VQFSTIJFME#PYFT8BY
GSFF TVQFSTUSPOHBOETVQFS
XBUFSSFTJTUBOU'%"BOE
$'*"BQQSPWFE%FTJHOFEUP
NFFUZPVSSFUBJM SFTUBVSBOU
BOEGPPETFSWJDFDVTUPNFST
EFNBOEJOHTVTUBJOBCJMJUZ
SFRVJSFNFOUT'JOBMMZB
SFDZDMBCMFTIJQQJOHTPMVUJPO
UIBUSFBMMZXPSLT

.PSJO4USFFU #JEEFGPSE .&rrXXXWPMLCPYFTDPN

Maine Lobster Leadership Program

MLLI participants traveled to Prince Edward Island in May to fish with their Canadian
counterparts and tour processing plants. MLCA photo.

The MLCA grew out of the desire by lobster community stakeholders to educate the public about Maine’s lobstering heritage,
support scientific research to further the industry’s conservation
ethic and stewardship of ocean resources, and provide charity to
distressed fishing families.
0/&$LVD F   QRQSURÀWRUJDQL]DWLRQZKLFKDFKLHYHVLWVFKDULtable mission through programs in education, research and charity.

ͳͻͷͶǧʹͲͳͶǣ ͲǨ

GET d.
e
g
g
u
R
ͳͻͷͶǣ

Koden has you covered with rugged, professional-grade electronics for every need. Advanced Black Box and dedicated radar
systems from 8.4” to 19”. Powerful sounders and searchlight
sonar with Black Box options. Class A AIS, professional GPS
navigation, satellite compass systems, and more — many IMO
Wheelmarked.
All deliver Koden’s legendary performance and reliability,
proven on the world’s hardest working vessels. Visit your nearest dealer or contact us to learn how Koden can “ruggedize”
your bridge today.

SI-TEX Marine Electronics
(631) 996-2690
www.si-texkoden.com

ͳͻͺͲǣ

The MLA has been successful in
gaining support from thousands of
lobstermen over the years. Without that
support, the MLA would not exist and its
voice would not be credible.
Thank you for 60 years of support.
ʹͲͲͲǣƬ

ʹͲͳͶǣ

 ͳͷ
   ̈́ͳͻͷͶǨ
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REMARKABLE PEOPLE:
By Shelley Wigglesworth
Clayton Howard’s involvement in
the fisheries and lobster industry
dates back over four decades, starting in 1970, when he was an Assistant
Attorney General working in the
State House in Augusta. In addition
to representing a number of state
agencies and the Secretary of State’s
office he occasionally represented
corporations, some of those being
fishermen’s cooperatives. Eventually
he decided to leave the public sphere.
“In 1971, I set up my own private law
practice in Damariscotta and for the

If a lobsterman was
indebted to the local
buying station, then he
was obligated to sell
his catch to that station, with little leverage
over the price.
next 43 years formed the majority of
lobster co-ops currently operating in
the state of Maine,” Howard said.
Those co-ops organized or represented by Howard include: Bucks
Harbor, Beals-Jonesport, Vinalhaven,
Port Clyde, Spruce Head, Islesford,
Friendship, Heritage, New Harbor,
South Bristol, Georgetown, Cundy’s
Harbor, Pine Point and the Maine
Association of Cooperatives.
Howard discussed the progression
of his involvement with Maine commercial fishermen and the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association over the
decades. “At the time I was beginning
to represent lobstermen, over 40
years ago, the difficulty for younger
lobstermen starting in this industry
was to get enough capital to purchase a boat, gear and equipment.
Before co-ops were active, private
buying stations would often furnish
financial help since banks were reluctant to make those kinds of loans,”
Howard explained. If a lobsterman
was indebted to the local buying station, then he was obligated to sell his
catch to that station, with little leverage over the price.

In an attempt to overcome that
problem Howard was instrumental in forming the Maine
Lobstermen’s Credit Union through
the Damariscotta Bank & Trust
Company. Not only did this credit
union give fishermen another option
financially, essentially freeing them
to sell their catch competitively on
an even playing field, it also helped
them to manage their money. The
credit union was well equipped to
provide lobstermen with the banking
services specific to their needs.
“We set up the first direct deposit
for a percentage of the lobstermen’s
income each week to go directly into
the credit union. The winter months
are typically low-income, high-expense months ( for fishermen) and
they found themselves very often
without adequate funds to pay taxes
to the state and IRS,” Howard said.
“As a rule of thumb, we came up with
a savings program where 10% of their
gross lobster sales would be deposited into their individual credit union
accounts, which would typically be
enough to pay state and federal taxes.” The success of the direct deposit
program soon expanded to lines of
credit and even mortgages for fishermen financed through the credit
union.
Howard worked with lobstermen to
improve the ability of coops to obtain
bait for members as well as to have
adequate markets for the lobster
catch throughout the lobstering season.
“[To achieve these goals], the Maine
Association of Cooperatives was
formed. Each of ten co-ops owned a
share in this larger statewide co-op
known as ‘Big Mac.’ Big Mac then entered into contracts with its various
co-op members to buy approximately 95% of each co-op’s catch and then
share any profits as patronage dividends on the basis of the percentage
of catch that each co-op contributed.
Big Mac also entered into contracts
to purchase bait,” Howard explained.
Big Mac, locally owned, controlled
and operated, also included a lot of
red tape, extra work and was quite
time-consuming for the fishermen

+HUULQJ3RJLHV5HG¿VK
Frozen Products, Salt
207-389-9155
E-mail
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

Clayton Howard, lawyer

Cell phone

207-841-1454

volunteers. Ultimately, it was sold
after a legal battle, successfully navigated and negotiated by Howard, resulting in all ten co-ops receiving full
payment for their investments in Big
Mac without any loss.
Howard was also there to represent
lobstermen when the IRS started a
statewide audit of all lobster dealers several decades ago. “The theory
by the IRS was that armed with this
information, IRS agents would invite
fishermen in for an informal audit
where they were asked to sign an affidavit under penalties of perjury as
to all of the dealers that they sold to
during a given tax year,” Howard said.
“The IRS was encouraging lobstermen to make statements in writing
that could be the basis for charges
of criminal tax evasion and/or perjury without any disclosure to these
people that they had a right to have
an attorney present along with other
constitutional protections.”
He added, “Shortly after exposing
to the press the practice of inviting
fishermen in to sign affidavits, IRS
did discontinue the practice and
all of the audits that I handled [ for
fishermen] were ultimately resolved
without criminal prosecution.” It
was during this time that the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association invited
Howard to serve as its legal counsel.
Howard also serves as the clerk for
the MLA board. “I can’t imagine

Lawyer Clayton Howard was instrumental in the organization of many
of the state’s fishermen’s cooperatives.
Photo courtesy of Howard & Bowie.

the MLA holding its annual meeting without Clayton at the head table. He brings so much skill, passion
and institutional knowledge and has
been there to get the MLA over some
tough hurdles over the years,” commented Patrice McCarron, MLA’s executive director.
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the difficulties getting lobstermen to become members. “Some of the old-timers were afraid they were going to have to give up some individual rights… The
main thing was to convince these lobstermen that our industry was run by the
monopoly of a half dozen big dealers,” he said.
Getting lobstermen to work together remained a daunting challenge for Dyer
throughout his time as MLA president. “Lobstermen are the most independent
breed of people on the face of the earth. They’re so damned independent that
anything you propose to them that’s new or different, they want nothing to do
with it,” Dyer declared.
Yet over the years, the MLA has successfully brought Maine’s independent lobstermen together to tackle the issues that affect them individually and as a fishery. Whether it is in Augusta or in Washington, D.C., the MLA makes sure that
Maine’s lobstermen are heard by those who make the laws. Issues in decades
past may have focused on such things as a lobster’s legal size or escape vent
configuration. Today’s issues, however, cover the waterfront, from federal regulations based on the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Clean Water Act

to marketing and promotion of the state’s signature seafood.
“It’s crazy,” explained David Cousens, MLA president since 1991. “Whenever
you turn around there’s another thing coming at you. We have to be there when
the decisions are made. In fact, we have to be there before the decisions are
made if we want to keep this industry going for the future.”
Dyer’s observations about Maine lobstermen remain true today. Lobstermen
remain a difficult group to organize but still have much to gain by working together. Despite the challenges presented by such an independent group, the
MLA has been successful in gaining support from thousands of lobstermen
over the years. Without support from lobstermen, the MLA would not exist
and its voice would not be credible.
Sixty years is a long time for any organization to thrive and is worth celebrating. To mark its 60th Anniversary, the MLA is thanking our members by offering a drawing to win $1954 for those who join or renew by September 15th.
Help MLA celebrate its many years of success by joining today!

THE MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION TAKES A WALK DOWN MEMORY LANE!
1950s and 1960s: The Beginning
MLA convicted by a federal judge for
lobster price fixing. Six lobster dealers
plead no contest.
MLA pressures the Maine Legislature to
make lobster a trap-only fishery.

1970s: Taxes in the Forefront
MLA retains lawyer Clayton Howard
to help Maine lobstermen with IRS tax
audits.
MLA works with Sen. Muskie and Rep.
Cohen to designate sternmen as selfemployed contractors through the
Sternmen’s Act of 1976.
MLA lobbies Maine Legislature for sales
tax exemption for fishing equipment
and machinery.

1980s: Lobster Management
Begins
MLA pushes NEFMC to include Maine’s

lobster conservation measures in first
management plan.
The Council prohibits possession of vnotched lobsters, but increases lobster
gauge to 3-5/16 inches.
MLA persuades the feds to halt gauge
increase at 3-1/4 inches.
MLA begins its annual V-notch survey
to document its conservation value.
MLA pushes Maine Legislature to maintain maximum gauge.

1990s: Maine Lobstermen
Expand their Voice
MLA effectively argues that lobsters are
best managed as a coastal species by
the states through ASMFC, not NEFMC.
MLA pushes for Area 1 boundary to extend 40 miles offshore and include Mass
& NH, expanding Maine’s conservation
measures beyond state waters.

MLA works with Sen. Snowe to address
unfettered dragging for lobster in federal waters resulting in a 100 per day or
500 per trip limit outside of Maine.
MLA supports establishment of Maine
lobster zones to give lobstermen a
greater voice in lobster management.

2000’s: Whales and Bait
The MLA represents lobstermen in
whale protection efforts and secures
pro bono legal representation from
prestigious law firm to ramp up its fight.
MLA and state successfully negotiate
exemption of 70% of Maine state waters
from sinking groundline rule.
MLA supports ban of herring midwater
trawlers from summer fishing to protect herring stocks.
MLA pushes for a new herring stock assessment & research on inshore stock.

2010’s: Complexity at Every
Level
MLA fights to keep dragger-caught lobster from being landed in Maine.
MLA produces newsletter for all lobstermen.
MLA provides business training for lobstermen, addresses lobster quality and
lobbies to increase industry investment
in marketing.
MLA aids research to keep lobstermen
fishing in the face of whale rules; MLA
pushes for an area based approach for
new whale rules and to keep 70% of
Maine state waters exempt from these
rules.
MLA recruits new industry leaders and
fosters relationships with other lobster fisheries through international exchanges in Maine and in Canada.

Present your MLA membership
MLA MEMBERS DISCOUNT
DIRECTORY
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc.
Dover, NH -- 20% off propeller repair. Discounts
vary by manufacturer for new propellers,shafting
and other hardware.
Aikido Bay, Inc
Portland, ME -- No annual fees for 2014. 10% off
annual fees in 2015.
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members.
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription
rate for $18.75 with MLA membership noted on
check.
Craig’s All Natural
Durham, NH -- 10% discount on all Victoinox
Cutlery.
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps at the
Friendship store.

card at the following businesses and
receive generous discounts!

Hews Company
South Portland, ME -- 10% off all hydraulic
components and Cable Craft cables in 2014.

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% off service repairs of twin disc
transmissions.

/DZ2IÀFHRI-6FRWW/RJDQ//&
Portland, ME -- 20% discount on foreclosure
defense and bankruptcy legal fees.

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA members.

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional
product orders.

Sawyer & Whitten Marine
Portland & Rockland, ME --10% discount from
regular MSRP pricing (doesn’t apply to sale items)

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off to harvesters on MLA
merchandise.

Sea Rose Trap Co.
Scarborough, ME -- 5% off trap list price when
you show your MLA card.

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus
5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG Drill Conductor training.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Southwest Harbor, ME -- Free admission for comPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV
National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual subscription rate.
Nicholas H Walsh, PA
Portland, ME -- 25% off legal services.

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- Show MLA card to receive
$500.00 discount on a new hull or top.
Weathervane Seafood Inc.
Kittery, ME – 10% off retail and mail order
purchases. Just mention you are an MLA member.
1-800-914-1774.
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off fresh picked lobster
meat.
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FRIENDSHIP ENTREPRENEUR’S LOBSTER PRODUCTS A CANINE HIT
my recipe a bit. My sister, Ellen, came
up with the name,” Pat said. She and
Greg invested the money received
from the TAA program in ingredients
and packaging. With her recipe perfected and a catchy name, Pat premiered the Lobster Treats for Salty
Dogs at the summertime Rockland
Farmer’s Market in 2013. The biscuits
were a hit.

By Melissa Waterman
They say that necessity is the mother of invention. But in the case of
Patricia Havener, wife of Friendship
lobsterman Greg Havener, her invention—Lobster Treats for Salty Dogs
—came not from necessity but from
several salivating dogs.
Greg and Pat recently had taken part
in the Trade Adjustment Assistance
(TAA) program offered through the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA). The program showed lobstermen and family members the
economic value of doing more with
lobster than just selling it to a dealer. The workshops got Pat thinking
about what else could be done with
her husband’s catch.
“We had some friends visiting that
summer [2012]. We ate lobster outside and then the dogs climbed all
over the picnic table to get to the
lobster. I thought, ‘Aha!’” Pat recalled.
Lobstermen like her husband had
grown very discouraged by the price
paid for their lobster since the economic downturn of 2008. In 2012,
the price took another tumble due
to the unprecedented landings that
year. “They were catching a wonder-

Lobster Treats for Salty Dogs now
come in a gluten-free variety. Photo
courtesy of P. Havener.

ful product and there was no market
for it. I thought, we just have to get
creative,” Pat said.
A nurse by training and an enthusiastic cook, Pat saw a business opportunity. After all, pet ownership
in the United States is a booming
industry. According to the American
Veterinarian Medical Association,
there were approximately 70 million
pet dogs in this country in 2010. The
financial success of Planet Dog, a
Portland, Maine, company founded
in 1997, underscores Americans’ devotion to their dogs.
Pat researched some basic recipes for
dog biscuits. “I played around with

So Pat started going to pet supply
stores and other locations, peddling
her lobster dog treats. “I would give
them samples. When you open the
bag you can smell the lobster. Really,
people were so kind to me,” she said.

have smaller dogs or who are watching their dog’s diet. Lobster Treats for
Salty Dogs can now be found in 23
stores in Maine, Massachusetts, and
New York.
Greg Havener is a strong supporter of
his wife’s venture though Pat admits
that he wasn’t entirely enthusiastic
at the start. “He was quite horrified.
We were picking lobster one evening
and he held up this beautiful claw
and said, ‘I can’t believe you are going
to feed this to a dog.’ But he’s come
around. And it’s so much fun!”

Pat bakes her dog biscuits in simple
shapes and very dry so that they do
not crumble. A dozen regular biscuits
cost $7.95. And the treats now come
in a gluten-free variety too.
“I was selling them at the Rockland
market last year and people were disappointed that they weren’t glutenfree. So I came up with a gluten-free
version,” Pat explained. The glutenfree lobster treats are made with
garbanzo bean and brown rice flour
rather than wheat flour and canola oil
rather than corn oil. Pat also makes a
smaller-size biscuit for people who

Good dog! Good treat! Photo courtesy
of P. Havener.

OGT continued from page 1

“The initial idea came up at DMR before elver season as we were looking
to establish our own elver hotline,”
Cornish continued. DMR Marine
Patrol staff felt that providing the
public with a way to provide information on a very lucrative fishery known
for its violations could enhance the
agency’s enforcement efforts.
DMR made a successful presentation to the Maine board of Operation
Game Thief this winter. “They felt
that DMR would be a good partner
for the program,” Cornish said.
OGT is a private organization; in
each state the program is overseen by
a board made up of private citizens.
The OGT board of directors raises
funds for the program and educates
the public about the consequences of
poaching. Presentations are made at
sportsmen’s shows and other public
events to let the public know about
OGT and to generate donations. It

uses a 36-foot trailer, known as “The
Wall of Shame,” to illustrate the impact that illegal poaching has in
Maine. The trailer is full of mounted
fish and wildlife poached by thieves
as well as the illegal gear used to
catch them.
Cornish stressed that the Bureau of
Marine Patrol takes care to establish good lines of communication
among its Patrol Officers and commercial fishermen in each district of
the coast. However, Cornish noted,
many people still do not know who
the Marine Patrol officers are for
their area. In addition, because of the
many threads that tie commercial
fishermen to each other, reporting
a violation is sometimes awkward
for lobstermen and other fishermen. “Sometimes they just don’t feel
comfortable calling Marine Patrol
directly,” said Cornish. He emphasized, however, “This is by no means

a replacement for harvesters calling
their local Marine Patrol officers or
calling one of our Division offices. It
simply offers the public another option for providing information on
violators.”
The hotline has been in operation
since May. Sergeant Robert Beal, who
covers the coast from Portland to the
Kennebec River, reported that there
have been three calls to the hotline
thus far, with two convictions from
the calls. According to Cornish, the
hotline will be helpful in catching
those who violate recreational fishing laws as well as commercial fishing. “It will be good for seasonal fisheries, such as striped bass. Many of
these folks are not as familiar with
Marine Patrol as the commercial
fishermen are,” he explained.

To Report A Violation
The OGT number to call to report
a fisheries violation is 1-800-2537887. Or one can fill out a tip report
on the OGT Web site, http://www.
maineogt.org/report.php.
The more information that you can
supply, and the more specific you
can be, the better the chances are
for apprehending a violator. Here
are some of the things to look for:
Names of suspects, along with as
complete a description as possible;
physical descriptions of violators;
type of violation, when and where it
occurred.
Provide all of the information you
can:
As exact a location as possible;
Number of suspects;
Clothing worn;
Vehicle description, including type,
year, color and license number.

SUPERIOR BLOCK
(Superior Marine Products, Inc.)

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss

www.bessybait.com
Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
Email: info@bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 rear Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.

Approved
Maine Labeling

announces the addition of its
NEW ALL-STAINLESS BLOCKS
in 4” and 5” sizes
VIRTUALLY UNBREAKABLE
Made in-house from 3/8 S/S Plate,
and our Stock S/S Sheave (or choose
alum or UHMW) with sealed bearings
and double-wipe seals.
RETAIL CUSTOMERS:
Ask at your marine supply store, or
buy with PayPal by calling
207-655-4492, or email at
superior@fairpoint.net.

Superior Blocks, for the
LONG HAUL
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Jacobson continued from page 1

Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, as his father had done before him,
where he too trained to become a pilot. “I was in the Air Force as an active
member for seven years and then four years in the Reserve,” Jacobson said. “I
went all over, to Germany, Europe, Africa and the Middle East. It was great for
that time of my life.”
In 1992 he resigned his commission and took a job with a railroad company
in Jacksonville, Florida. “Someone I had met in the Air Force sent me a note
saying that they were hiring. It was funny, I couldn’t read his writing and did
all this research on a different company. Turns out the company he mentioned
was CSX!” Jacobson said. At the time Jacobson joined CSX, the railroad company was moving into intermodal transportation. It had acquired the Sealand
Company, which transported containerized goods by sea. Jacobson first worked
as a liaison to the smaller regional rail lines that comprised the CSX system. He
then moved to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Boston, Massachusetts, to work
on integration of Sealand into CSX.
“While I was there [in Boston] I was approached by the St. Lawrence and
Atlantic Railroad and asked to run
that railroad,” Jacobson continued. The St. Lawrence and Atlantic
Railroad is a short (157 mile) railway
line that connects with the Canadian
National Railway. The company, based
in Auburn, Maine, was not doing well.

“I’m a little competitive.
I like to challenge myself and I like to win.”

Photo courtesy M. Jacobson.

“Well, it was a gamble,” Jacobson said,
reflecting on his decision to take the
job. “It was sinking. But I was 36 years
old and I thought, what the heck.”
Jacobson’s girlfriend, now his wife, was
a Bowdoin graduate. She wanted to
live in Maine and encouraged him to
take the job. He worked as president
and chief operating officer of the railway for four years, overseeing expan-

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

NEW ENGLAND’S MOST
READ COMMERCIAL
FISHING NEWSPAPER
All along the Maine Coast,
and in ports south to Cape Cod -
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FISHERMEN READ!
Subscribe Today! Send check or money order for $18.*
along with the information below to: Fishermen’s Voice
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Name __________________________________________________________
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City ____________________________________________________________
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Join us in Supporting the Tradition of Making One’s Living
from the Sea by Advertising in the Fishermen’s Voice.

The leader with 8,000 copies monthly
from Eastport to Kittery and on to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195
Send letters, news, stories to:
P.O. Box 253 Gouldsboro, ME 04607
Email: info@fishermensvoice.com

www.fishermensvoice.com

As head of Maine & Co., Jacobson travelled to Shanghai, China, to discuss business
opportunities in Maine. Photo courtesy of Maine & Co.

sion of the company’s business and creation of a new intermodal terminal in
Auburn.
In 2000, Canadian National Railway hired Jacobson away, moving him from
Maine to Chicago. He worked as assistant vice-president for intermodal sales
and assistant chief mechanical officer. The latter job involved keeping Canadian
National’s trains moving. “The company has a yard on the south side of Chicago.
I had to make sure 60 trains were running every night. I spent a lot of money
with a lot of people to get a ton of broken locomotives fixed,” he laughed.
But things had changed in Jacobson’s life. Now married, he and his wife, a physician, had adopted a 4-day-old boy. The couple was moving into a different
stage of life. “Chicago is a great place to visit,” Jacobson said. “But it is a hard
place to have a child.” One day in 2005 Jacobson’s wife turned to him and said,
“Why don’t we go home?” Home meant Maine.
So in 2006 the couple returned to Maine where Jacobson began work as the
head of Maine & Co., a non-profit economic development company that assists
firms interested in moving to Maine or expanding their business within the
state. “It was great,” Jacobson said, referring to his time at Maine & Co. Large
companies, such as Athenahealth and Boston Financial Data Services, chose to
move to Maine during his tenure. But the job did hold its frustrations. After one
company opted not to come to the state due to a specific tax issue, Jacobson
vented his unhappiness to his wife one night in bed. “She said ‘Why don’t you
run for Governor and fix it’ and then rolled over and went back to sleep,” he
said.
Jacobson took his wife’s suggestion. In 2010 he ran as a Republican gubernatorial candidate but was defeated in the primary. “I decided to do it because it
was so difficult to do some things in Maine, things that I thought should be
easy,” he recalled. “I am very interested in public policy and job development.”
The experience of running unsuccessfully didn’t scar Jacobson. On the contrary, he speaks of his dip into politics with enthusiasm. “It was a good education.
I studied everything and met some really good people. Although I didn’t like
having to raise money all the time,” he said.
In 2011 Jacobson left Maine & Co. to work as chief operating officer for a startup data center located at the former Brunswick Naval Air Station. Resilient Tier
V Corporation was soon bought by Oxford Networks and after a year, Jacobson
left the company. So what did he do next? Take care of his children. Jacobson
became a stay-at-home dad.
The first three weeks of his new venture was a bit hard, Jacobson said. But after that transition period, “It was great! Being at home was really helpful for
my son, who was just starting middle school,” Jacobson said. “I got to know all
the teachers by their first names. And it was a good lesson for my daughter as
well.” He also honed his triathlon skills during his at-home time. “I’m a little
competitive. I like to challenge myself and I like to win,” Jacobson admitted. He
will be taking part in the U.S.A. Triathlon Age Group Nationals in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, this month.
While he acknowledges that his own drive has made a difference in his professional career, Jacobson readily acknowledges that luck has had much to do
with it as well. “I have been incredibly fortunate to do what I wanted to do three
or four times. I went to the Naval Academy, ran a railroad, and got to live in
Maine,” he reflected. “I have worked hard but I’ve had a ton of opportunities.”
Jacobson is not wasting any time getting up to speed on the Maine lobster industry. He met with the state’s Lobster Advisory Council in July and he will
begin work as MLMC executive director on August 18.
He exudes enthusiasm when he speaks about his new role as head of the MLMC.
“It’s important and we’ve got to get it right. A lot of it is selling the notion of
Maine and what that means. I didn’t just want a job, I wanted to do something
that matters.”
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GUEST COLUMN: Busy times for the Lobster Council of Canada

Guest
COLUMN

By Geoff Irvine
After a successful Lobster Summit at the end of March and a busy and productive spring lobster fishing, processing and shipping season, there is much to
report on the many important projects and priorities of the Lobster Council of
Canada (LCC).
Within the LCC much activity is underway. The newly-launched Canadian
Lobster Brand is getting positive reviews from within the industry. Next steps
involve promoting the brand more broadly internally and encouraging exporters to integrate the core values in their marketing materials, to begin to use
the new graphic image on their packaging and to continue to fulfill the brand
promise: “To consistently and sustainably deliver the highest quality and most
flavourful live and processed lobster to consumers who value the best.”
A Request for Proposals to develop a generic marketing campaign will be issued
by the LCC in August with the intent of creating a plan to promote Canadian
lobster by late fall. This plan will help the lobster sector understand the tactics
used in generic marketing strategies for Canadian lobster and help build support for a levy or fee structure to pay for eventual implementation.The legislatures of the four Atlantic Provinces are making progress toward introducing
legislation or regulations aimed at collecting a one-cent-per-pound levy which
will fund the generic marketing of Canadian Lobster.

The Marine Stewardship Council certification process is well underway in
the Gaspe, Gulf of St. Lawrence and
Maritime regions of Atlantic Canada
with full assessment approval expected
by fall for all Lobster Fishing Areas in the
Maritime Provinces.
Several projects which were completed
recently include the proceedings from
the March Canadian Lobster Value
Recovery Summit; the first draft of the Geoff Irvine is the executive director
Quality Grading Report; and the report of the Lobster Council of Canada. The
Council unveiled this spring a new naon a project that evaluated opportunitional brand for Canadian lobster.
ties for automation in lobster processing
plants. This report is particularly relevant as the current chronic labor shortage in Canada will heighten the need
for plants to process lobster more efficiently.
The LCC is encouraged by the efforts being made both in Canada and in Maine
to develop funding models that will support a strong generic marketing effort.
We look forward to working with our colleagues in Maine on strategies that
support raising the value of Homarus americanus, only found in Canada and
the United States, in all markets around the world.

NEW FACES ON LOBSTER ADVISORY COUNCIL
By Melissa Waterman
The state’s Lobster Advisory Council (LAC) has some new faces. The 13-member LAC, which was created by the Legislature in 1997, advises the Department
of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner on issues related to the state’s lobster industry.
Each of the state’s seven lobster zone councils nominates one person to represent it on the LAC, a process which takes place each fall. In addition, there
are two people on the Council who are lobster dealers, one person who does
not hold any fishing license, and three people not from the lobster zone councils who do hold a fishing license. Terry Savage of Holden, Marshall Spear
of Yarmouth, Genevieve Kurilec McDonald of Stonington, John Jordan of

BAIT

Yarmouth, and Pete Daley of Hancock are new LAC members all of whom were
selected by the DMR commissioner. Members Ted Hoskins, Elliott Thomas,
Nick Lemieux, Dana Rice, and Pete McAleney have completed their terms.
“The Lobster Advisory Council is imperative to communicating fishermen’s
needs to Augusta,” said newly appointed Genevieve Kurilec McDonald, 31.
McDonald is the first woman to serve on the LAC in its history and represents
the entire Downeast area. “It’s vital to the industry for fishermen to participate
and have a voice in management decisions. I’m honored to be appointed to the
LAC.” She noted that her role is to represent the interests of lobstermen from
her region and in order to do that, she needs to hear what their concerns are.
Continued on page 22
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JELLYFISH A COMMON SIGHT IN MAINE THIS SUMMER
flood the area with vinegar or isopropyl alcohol for ten minutes or more,
then make a paste of baking soda and
water and apply that to the area.

By Sarah Paquette
Jellyfish have been abundant this
summer along the coast of Maine,
but no one seems to know why. One
theory is that climate change and
warmer water temperatures have
caused the increase in jellies in
Maine. Lower oxygen levels caused
by runoff from land or overfishing
may be to blame as well. 2012 was
another big year for jellyfish, and a
year marked by unusually high water
temperatures in the Gulf of Maine.
But there is no research to support or
refute these theories.
A June article in the Portland Press
Herald noted that there are no experts
or good data on jellyfish in Maine.
However, Nick Record of the Bigelow
Laboratory for Ocean Sciences in
East Boothbay has decided to change
that. He has been documenting the
reported species seen in Maine this
year and hopes in the future to create
a predictive model.
“There’s something out there called
the ‘Jelly Oceans Hypothesis,’” said
Record, in a recent interview on
Maine Public Radio. “Some scientists
have hypothesized that we’re shifting
toward an ocean that’s dominated
more by gelatinous species rather
than things like fish. And there are
a variety of causes, from over-fishing, to low oxygen, things related
to pollution, but that hypothesis is
debated.”Jellyfish are not actually fish

Comb jellies, the third kind of jelly
found in Maine, are ctenophores, so
named for the hair-like structures
called cilia on their bodies that beat
in unison allowing the jelly to swim.
There are 50 known species of ctenophores and they are found in almost
all marine environments.

Lion’s mane jellyfish have stinging
cells in their tentacles and are found
in Maine waters. NOAA photos.

so scientists call them jellies to avoid
confusion. There are two groups of
jellies – ctenophores and cnidarians.
Cnidarians are the true jellies; all
have specialized stinging cells. This
group of jellies includes Portuguese
man-o-war, sea wasps, anemones,
corals, and moon and lion’s mane
jellies. The latter are two of the three
jellies found in Maine. Lion’s mane
jellies are a northern species, native
to the Arctic, northern Atlantic and
northern Pacific oceans. Moon jellies
are found throughout the East coast.
Moon and lion’s mane jellies have
stinging cells in their tentacles, which
can cause stings that are painful. The
standard treatment for a sting is to

Jellies have no backbone, brain, heart,
real digestive system, complex eyes,
or respiratory system, and are 95%
water, yet they are still good predators. They are considered plankton
because although they can swim,
they primarily drift with the currents.

They capture small zooplankton in
their tentacles as they float through
the water. Some bigger jellies prey
upon fish, stunning them with their
stinging cells. Jellies also become
prey themselves as a favored food of
sea turtles and other jellies.
Record has decided that after two
summers of numerous jellies showing up in Maine it’s time to keep track
of the gelatinous visitors. This summer he began building a library of the
species spotted here and hopes to
create predictive models that might
tell us when to expect jelly blooms
like the one that began this June.

Moon jellies are translucent and also have stinging tentacles.
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NEW VENTURE FOR ISLAND
LOBSTER COOPERATIVE
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By Melissa Waterman

2000 Northern Bay 36

The Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Cooperative, located on Islesford, has
started a new on-line business called
Little Cranberry Lobster (www.littlecranberrylobster.com). “We are working with a processor down in Portland,”
explained Mark Nighman, co-op member and manager. “We can now sell
meat or live lobsters ourselves.”

Scandia 450 HP with only 1200 hours, full
accommodations, spotless throughout, one
very careful owner, great for cruising and/or
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Cummins 6BTA 315HP diesel, amazing one-of-aNLQGYHU\ZHOOHTXLSSHGERDWLQÀQHFRQGLWLRQ


Co-op members were troubled by the low prices they received for their catches
in 2012. So they decided, as Nighman put it, “to take control of their destiny.”
They worked out a name, then contacted a company in Yarmouth to design a
logo and build a new Web store for the company. And they paid for it all themselves. “We decided to have a marketing fund a few years back. We put money
into it each year,” Nighman said.
The new Web site tells customers about the conservation practices of Maine
lobstermen. As one page notes, “Through generations of experience we have
learned to fish in balance with the sea. We take our stewardship of the ocean
seriously. We have participated in establishing trap limits, size limits and most
importantly, protecting egg-bearing females. These measures ensure a harvest
for generations to come. Today, every lobster we catch is MSC certified, sustainable and traceable. We are proud custodians of a great tradition providing
a fresh product, caught right and delivered to you.”
The site also provides a link to the Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-operative
Web site, where customers can learn about the co-op members. The site explains the names of many of the island’s lobster boats. Mark Fernald, for example, named his 42-foot Duffy Emma Marie after his “beautiful, intelligent and
kind daughter.” The site also tells visitors more about how lobsters are caught,
the gear used and the size limitations on lobster in Maine. Emphasized is the
company’s motto: sustainable, traceable, Maine-caught. In each shipment of
lobster is a brochure about the co-op and a refrigerator magnet. The shipping
box costs $4.95; shipping is $39.95 for up to 35 pounds anywhere in the world.
“The site has only been up a couple of weeks now,” Nighman said. “We’re still
tweaking it. But it’s another way of getting our product out there.”

Contact David directly at 207-522-7572 or david@etnierboats.com
Visit us at www.etnierboats.com

STONINGTON OPE R A HOUSE

the nearly 100-year-old historic theater
supporting ME's busiest working waterfront

brand new, first-run movies
professional & community theater
CHECK
OUT OUR
ORIGINAL VIDEOS
"Made in Stonington"

Life by Lobster
Tire Tracks

JULY: ROMEO & JULIET & ZOMBIES
AUG 1-2: DEER ISLE JAZZ FESTIVAL
AUG 14-23: THE LAST FERRYMAN

celebrating 75 years of the Deer Isle Bridge!

SEPT 13: NOEL PAUL STOOKEY CONCERT

Island Prom
open 52 weeks a year
at the top of the commercial fish pier, Main St, Stonington
TICKETS 367-2788. www.operahousearts.org

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER CO.
INC.
70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine
FHOO

Fresh and Salted Bait

5HGÀVK

Herring

Pollock racks

)ODWÀVK

Pogies
We sell bulk ice!
info@capeporpoiselobster.com
wwww.capeporpoiselobster.com

E  
 

Garbo depends on the hard work and
stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

SINK
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Highest quality ropes made in Maine
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Thank you !
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In the
NEWS
BELOVED DOWNEAST
RESTAURANT BURNS
Helen’s Restaurant in Machias was
severely damaged by fire in July. The
popular eatery is one of only a few
restaurants in Machias. It has been
a mainstay business since 1950. In
2005, Life magazine named Helen’s
blueberry pie as the best in America.
The restaurant was originally located in a building on Main Street
in Machias. It moved to its present
location in 1983. The restaurant’s
owners, David and Julie Barker of
Machias, said they would rebuild the
restaurant and hoped to reopen next
spring.
SHRIMP SEASON LOOKS
GRIM FOR NEXT WINTER
Federal regulators may limit the
number of fishermen allowed to
catch northern shrimp in the Gulf of
Maine once the depleted fishery reopens.
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission closed the shrimp season for 2014 for the first time in more
than 30 years because shrimp populations dipped to their lowest recorded levels. The commission will decide
this fall if there will be a 2015 season

based on surveys of the shrimp resource.
The commission’s northern shrimp
section is now also considering restrictions that could limit the number of licenses to fish for shrimp or
the number of vessels allowed in the
fishery. The restrictions are in development and will likely be the subject
of public hearings this year, regulators said. The fishery’s estimated biomass plunged from more than 7,000
metric tons in 2011 to about 500 metric tons in 2013.
Fishermen from Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts fish
for the shrimp. Maine dominates the
fishery and caught nearly 5 million
pounds of the shrimp in 2012. The
catch plummeted to about 560,000
pounds in 2013, the last year the fishery was open.
TOPSHAM FOOD COMPANY
GOING STRONG
Hancock Gourmet Lobster Company
took home the top prize for the 11th
time at the Fancy Food Show in
New York City in July. The company
received the “Sofi,” which stands
for Specialty Outstanding Food
Innovation, for its new gluten-free
lobster mac and cheese.

of an action plan that integrates the
knowledge of fishermen with scientists to promote local stewardship
and diversified fisheries in the Gulf of
Maine.

To make this wheat-free dish,
Hancock Gourmet used quinoa pasta with chunks of Maine lobster laced
with a mascarpone-cheddar sauce
made with rice flour. The topping
is a crunchy mix of breadcrumbs
made from corn and rice mixed with
Pecorino-Romano cheese. The frozen
entrée, comprised of two 9-ounce
servings, sells for $45.95.
Hancock Gourmet Lobster makes
dozens of culinary products using
lobster meat, from lobster gazpacho
to lobster pot pie. It has been featured in O, The Oprah Magazine, and
is now served in Delta Air Lines’ firstclass cabins.
NEW RESEARCH INITIATIVES
AND OPPORTUNITIES
Maine fishermen are invited to participate in a confidential interview
as part of the University of Maine’s
Sustainability Solutions Initiative
Emerging Opportunities research
project with anthropologist Christine
Beitl and fisheries scientist Yong
Chen. The project brings together
researchers and stakeholders to collectively identify problems and solutions in Gulf of Maine fisheries.
Beitl is interested in working with
fishermen to explore the ways in
which their knowledge can be used to
fill gaps in scientific information not
captured by landings data and trawl
surveys to gain a more complete picture of social and ecological change
in the marine environment. The researchers hope one outcome of this
research would be the development

For more information or to contribute your knowledge to this project,
contact Christine Beitl, UMaine
Department of Anthropology, 5770 S.
Stevens Hall,Orono, ME 04469-5770,
581-1893, Christine.beitl@maine.edu
BOOTHBAY HARBOR FEST
PUTS THE FUN IN FISHIN’
Boothbay Harbor will celebrate its
second annual Harbor Fest from
August 29 to September 7. This 10 day
festival is a community collaboration that was created to offer visitors
and locals the opportunity to experience a collection of unique and vibrant events that celebrate who were
are. There will be a Chili Chowder
Challenge, art show, road races, golf
tournament and a treasure hunt.
One of the highlights of the ten-day
Fishin’ For Fashion
model Olivia
Paolillo in a dress
made of vintage
sailcloth, sail
stabilizers, signal
flag and grommets.
Jacket is made
with fuel hose and
hog rings. Photo
courtesy of Boothbay Harbor Chamber
of Commerce.

celebration is the restaurant week,
during which local restaurants showcase local foods, specifically lobster.
The other is the Fishin’ For Fashion
fashion show, on September 6 at the
Rocktide Inn. The show features custom made clothing created with fishing materials. The show is a benefit
to provide scholarship funds for two
local students interested in a career
in fashion or marine studies.

LAC continued from page 19

Joshua Miller was elected to the LAC
by the Zone D lobster council in 2013.
The 37-year-old Tenants Harbor lobsterman replaced Port Clyde lobsterman Gerry Cushman. “I was willing to
be on the Council,” Miller explained.
He has a pragmatic view of his role.
“I’d rather participate in the system
than not. More and more in any fishery it’s about going to meetings and
working with government. We’re still
a little sheltered in lobstering in a
way but that is changing,” he said.
One of the items that the LAC will
be involved in this year is creation
of a Fishery Management Plan for
lobster in the state. Components of
a lobster management plan will include the biological, ecological, and
social elements of the lobster industry in Maine. As advisors to the DMR
Commissioner, LAC members will be
deeply involved in drafting the plan.

“I love it,” Miller responded when
asked about the proposed management plan. “At the zone level we keep
getting pushed by the Legislature. I
think this is a way to get data on how
each zone can sustain [management]
changes. What we want to know is
what’s the OK point. That will be different for each zone.”
“I want to express my appreciation
personally to those members of the
LAC whose terms have expired. They
have provided invaluable input and
given huge amounts of their time over
the years to the Council’s work,” said
Patrick Keliher, DMR Commissioner.
“I am looking forward to working
with the new members of the LAC as
we continue to discuss and debate
the challenges and opportunities
that face the industry. It’s important
that a full range of voices be involved
in these discussions.”
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August 1-2

August 17

Deer Isle Jazz Festival, Stonington Opera House,
Stonington. FMI: http://operahousearts.org or
367-2788.

Portland Lobster Boat Race, 10 a.m.

August 5-7

September 3

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
summer meeting, Alexandria, VA.

MLA Directors meeting, Darby’s in Belfast. FMI:
207-967-4555

August 9

September 11

Winter Harbor Lobster Boat Race, 10 a.m.
August 10

“The Ghost of Climate Future,” talk by Dr.
Jim Carlton, 7-8 p.m., Gulf of Maine Research
Institute, Portland. FMI: 228-1699.

Pemaquid Lobster Boat Race, 10 a.m.

September 13

August 14

Noel Paul Stookey concert, Stonington Opera
House, Stonington. FMI: http://operahousearts.
org or 367-2788.

General manager

September 23-25

Corey Thompson

“Maine’s Green Crab Explosion,” talk by Dr.
Brian Beal, 7-8 p.m., Gulf of Maine Research
Institute, Portland. FMI: 228-1699.
August 14-23
The Last Ferryman, Stonington Opera House,
Stonington. FMI: http://operahousearts.org or
367-2788.

Lobster Facts
Did you know lobsters come
in many colors?

Upcoming

The most common color is
a green/brown, but some
lobsters are blue, yellow,
or orange. And some are a
combination of colors - half
and half, or spotted.

Lobsters can be half one color and
half another. Photo from Maine
State Aquarium.

corey.thompson@atwoodlobster.com

ASFMC Lobster Stock Assessment Workshop,
New Bedford, MA. FMI: 703-842-0740.

ŽĸĐĞϮϬϳ͘ϱϵϲ͘ϲϲϵϭ ĐĞůůϮϬϳ͘ϱϰϮ͘ϯϲϳϰ
ĨĂǆϮϬϳ͘ϱϵϲ͘ϲϵϱϴ
Ϯϴϲ/ƐůĂŶĚZŽĂĚ
^ƉƌƵĐĞ,ĞĂĚ͕DϬϰϴϱϵ ĂƚǁŽŽĚůŽďƐƚĞƌ͘ĐŽŵ

September 30-Oct. 2
NEFMC meeting, Hyannis, MA.

August 16
Long Island Lobster Boat Race

Kinney continued from page 5

the largest portion of lobster in Spruce Head.
We lost a few members, but I believe all the lobstermen in Spruce Head benefited from better
fuel prices and better prices for lobster.”

fish onshore. I see
very few herring
around the island
at all anymore.”

Kinney has had three vessels in his career, starting with a used 33-foot Novi boat that needed a
lot of work. “I told a banker I’d need $400 to fix
it. He said, ‘Boy, that’s a lot of money’,” Kinney
recalled. The second was an Arnold Day vessel named Miss Kim for their first daughter,
Kimberly, who died of leukemia at age 8. The
third, his current vessel, is a T Jason 34 launched
in November 1994, the Miss Hanna, named for
a stillborn granddaughter born to his oldest
daughter.

“We used to see
three or four
humpbacks out
by the Wooden
Ball, watch them
The fishing smack Bajupa,
right up in 6 or 7
which once served the
fathoms of water
lobstermen of Criehaven.
after the herring,”
Photo courtesy of Bass
he said. “Herring
Harbor Boat.
spawn would be
like frost on the traps.” When he first fished off
Criehaven, Kinney recalled seeing perhaps 25
seals. Now he sees thousands.

Thirty years ago, Kinney joined the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association (MLA). “Once I got
into the co-op, I realized one single individual
can’t accomplish as much as someone who
speaks for a group. Now we have zones and
meetings, so we need the MLA or DELA [Down
East Lobstermen’s Association] to speak for us,
to go to meetings or to Augusta. I hate regulations, but I know we need them,” Kinney said.
For instance, he believes the sea urchin industry should have been
regulated sooner. Two or
three years ago, Kinney noticed that the water around
Criehaven harbor was bluish
gray and smelled like methane. “I found out it was from overharvesting of
sea urchins. The Irish moss and kelp lies on the
bottom and rots [because there are not enough
urchins to eat it],” Kinney said.

Kinney has no patience for the approach taken
by the National Marine Fisheries Service toward
protecting right whales from entanglement
in fishing gear. “I totally disagree with the approach to right whale entanglements [the use
of sinking rope]. The government says it wants
good science so I say, why not tag right whales.
I asked that at a meeting. They said it might disrupt their reproductive cycle,”
Kinney said.

“I hate regulations,
but I know we need
them.”

All the changes in fishing he’s seen over the
years aren’t entirely positive in Kinney’s view.
Technology is great, he said, “but it’s allowed us
to work the resource harder. When I first went
to Criehaven, there was herring everywhere.
There’d be 25 boats all lit up working on the
herring. There was herring here, herring there,
herring everywhere. Purse seining was the technology then—you didn’t have to wait for the

Kinney has cut back on his lobstering a bit now. He fishes his
800 traps for three days and stays
on Criehaven just two nights.
His grandson Sam and granddaughter Haley
now fish as second and third man on his boat.
“In a certain sense, I liked the old days,” Kinney
admits, but despite the changes, he’s still optimistic about the industry. “They say settlement
is down now, but I never saw so many short lobsters with eggs. In 200 traps, I recently punched
97 females. I saved the V-notches.”

THANK YOU!
To all the lobstermen who contributed
stories to my book

CHASIN’ CRUSTACEANS:
Maine Lobsterboat Names and the Stories
Behind Them
Downeast Books is publishing the book.
It will be available May 2015.

Victor Cole

MLA celebrates 60 years!
Join by SEPT 15th for your chance
to WIN $1,954!

To enter:
Ȉ ͳͷ

Improve your odds of winning!
Ȉ  Ƭʹ 
Ȉ Ƭ 
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VOICES: NORMIE BURNS, SWAN’S ISLAND
The Swan’s Island Memory Project started as a collaborative effort to rebuild the
island’s historical collection after a fire destroyed the library and archives in 2008.
Swan’s Island Historical Society volunteers led by Island Institute fellow Meghan
Vigeant built a digital collection of oral histories and photographs. Vigeant then
produced 30 short audio and multimedia documentaries, each piece focusing on
a different aspect of the island’s history and character. This is an interview with
Normie Burns by Meghan Vigeant from March, 2010.
NB: My name’s Norman Burns. I live on Swan’s Island. I’m sixty-three years old.
I’ve lived here all my life. I guess I started when I was twelve years old in a skiff
and outboard to go lobstering.
MV: How did you get to become a lobsterman?
NB: My father was and I chased him around constantly. He went to the shore.
I went to the shore. When I’d come home from grammar school on the bus
I’d wait to hear my father’s engine on the backshore, but when he got to the
Lighthouse I’d start running for the co-op. Go up there. It was called Bill
Sprague’s then, where he sold his lobsters. I would ride home with him in the
boat and come ashore in the punt. I guess I got my first outboard when I was
twelve, only three horse but I had 10, 12 traps in the cove in the summer time.
Back then you could get lobsters like nothing right in this cove. Price was down
to 40, 50, 60 cents. 60 cents when I first started. Then when the lobsters pick up
you get 40. And then, I guess when they started the co-ops in the state of Maine
the price started up.
MV: What’s the fishing year like?

it’s flat calm so you can see something.
Cause August you can see a lot of fog
too. You never know, this August could
be beautiful. Well the fog’ll start usually
in June, right straight through. Then it’s
very slow work on the water.
MV: Who do you remember from when
you were young?
NB: We had an old fellow, that’s Levi
Moulden, always teasing us kids, always
wrasseling when he see it. But he’d go
out in the fog, with no compass. And
we could never understand it. He said Normie Burns as a young man. Photo
he used to nail a lath, nail it on the bow courtesy Swan’s Island Historical
of the boat and watch that lath. I asked Society.
him one day. I said, “How do you do it?
When you leave Brimstone, Marshall [islands] how do you come home? How
do you know what the course is?”
He said, “If there’s any sea on, dear, if the sea is coming from the southeast or
sou’west so then you know what direction it’s in. Then you just let her come for
home. Cause if it’s sou’east you’re gonna run northeast to come in the harbor.”
He did it, for years and years. We’d look around to see if he had a compass hidden, or had the boat in the wharf ground out. The last of it he’d just go anywhere.

NB: When it comes January, about January 20, it’s usually over with for everybody. February it’s definitely over with. There’s nothing to catch. Then we wait
for the weather to warm up. Most everybody usually waits till about the 15th
or 20th of March. 20th I think the sun crosses the line. We always look for a
line gale. That means a good sou’ easter’ or a good nor’ easter’. What they call
a Southeast wind. You can get a good 60-, 80-mile-an-hour wind. Now if we set
out too early and you get in shoal water with a sou’easter your traps are gone.
They just break and break and break.

MV: And what was Levi? What did he do?

MV: I wanted to ask you, what do you get out of it?

NB: Well, I guess you can say it’s very quiet. After nine o’clock there aren’t hardly
anybody on the roads except one or two teenagers. I should say eight o’clock
in the winter. Summertime it’s probably ten. It’s very quiet. Everybody’s very
friendly. If somebody is sick or been sick and hurt, they’ll have a supper for you.
They’ll raise money for you.

NB: You mean the fun of going? I love it on the water. I like going ‘fore daylight.
The earlier you get out there the quicker you can get home. I don’t like going 7
o’clock in the morning. In the summer, it’s daylight at 4 o’clock. When it comes,
well, like in August the days shorten up and the time goes. You get out there
‘fore daylight and watch the sun come up over the water, it’s just beautiful, if

NB: Well, he was just a lobster fisherman, short fella, big beer belly. In the old
days I guess he was quite a drinker. Him and Carl Batcheler, uncle, went to
Stonington one night in a thick of fog. There’s a girl in the library and they wanted to impress her. And he said, “We’re looking for the book of Levi Moulden
written by Carl Batcheler.” Well, they had her looking for half an hour and he
just made the story up. I guess he never did get her out (laughs).
MV: What’s the best thing about living out here?

“ ...The heart of our business relies on the dedication and hard work of independent
lobstermen harvesting and delivering the highest quality Stonington Maine lobsters
directly to our docks...”
-Hugh Reynolds, Owner
Greenhead Lobster LLC ▪ 38 Ocean Street ▪ P.O. Box 670 ▪ Stonington, ME 04681 ▪ 207-367-0950 ▪ www.greenheadlobster.com

