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REFLECTIONS ON WINTERS PAST

JAPAN VISIT OFFERS
NEW VIEW OF SCALLOP
AQUACULTURE
By Dana Morse, Maine Sea Grant Extension
Scallop farming in Japan is big business and a prime reason why the working
waterfront there is so busy. Aquaculturists from Maine are trying to learn from
that success and traveled recently to Aomori Prefecture for a deep dive into the
machinery, environmental factors, scientific and management support, and
husbandry techniques that have made
the industry so strong.

Photo by D. Morse.

The trip follows several delegations that
have traveled back and forth between
Maine and Aomori, and had its roots in
the Maine-Aomori sister-state relationship, which in turn grew from the wreck
of the Bath-built Chesborough off the
coast of Shariki in 1889. This most recent delegation was led by Don Hudson,
Maine chair of the Maine-Aomori SisterState Advisory Council, and Hugh
Cowperthwaite, director of the Fisheries
Project at Coastal Enterprises, Inc.

Althea Joyce Jewett lived in the community of Atlantic on Swan’s Island as a child,
before her family moved off the island to live in Rockport so that she could attend
high school. The Swan’s Island Historical Society conducted interviews with her to
record her impressions on life on the island long ago. She died in 2012. Here is an
edited version focusing on winter recollections.

Aomori Prefecture surrounds Mutsu Bay,
a nearly-enclosed body of water that

My mother, Lina Gordon, went to Swan’s Island in 1922 as a schoolteacher.
There she met Donald Joyce and they were married. She started the first library

Continued on page 16

Photo courtesy of the Swan’s Island Educational Society.
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DMR MOVING FORWARD ON
ZONE TRANSFER LIST
By Melissa Waterman
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COASTAL OUTLOOK
Thoughts from the MLCA president

It’s difficult to become a lobsterman in Maine. The days when you
could head out in your boat, haul a few traps and come back to the
dock by noon are long gone. Maine residents who wish to lobster must
complete a 1,000-hour apprenticeship program, apply for a commercial license, then put their name on a list for the specific area, or zone,
in which they wish to fish. Each zone has specific rules for how many
new lobstermen can fish in that zone in the coming year, rules that for
some result in long periods of time on the waiting list.
But what if you are already a lobsterman and simply want to fish in
a different zone? Before April of this year, your name would go on
the waiting list for the zone you want to move to along with those
hopeful newcomers to the fishery. Since passage in April of LD 1503
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

December is a busy month in the world of Maine lobster —
it is the period when Maine’s lobster companies must meet
a world-wide holiday demand for our state’s signature
product. While we enjoy lobster primarily during the summer months or for special occasions during the winter, in
countries like France, Italy and England, lobster is the centerpiece of Christmas and New Year’s Eve banquets. That’s
why December is the time when it’s “all hands on deck” for
Maine’s seafood companies.

Board of Directors
David Cousens, Chairman
James Dow, Vice Chairman
Elliott Thomas, Treasurer
William Brennan
Amy Lent
Kristan Porter

Staff
President:

Patrice McCarron
Landings Editor:

Melissa Waterman
Executive Assistant:

Sarah Paquette
Landings is published monthly.
It is provided for free to all
Maine lobstermen thanks to the
support of newsletter sponsors.
This month’s edition is sponsored
by Brooks Trap Mill.

Get noticed in
LANDINGS!
2016 Advertising Rates
Full page (10 x 14.65 inches)

$945

Half page (10 x 7.35 inches)

$500

Quarter page (4.9 x 7.35 inches) $280
Eighth page (4.9 x 3.5 inches)

$165

Business Card (3.5 x 2 inches)

$55

As this issue of Landings notes, Maine lobstermen will see
a few regulatory changes when they put next season’s traps
in the water. The Department of
Marine Resources’ (DMR) Advisory
Council approved new regulations
that will require all lobstermen
to add a second zone tag to traps
fished outside their declared zone
by June of 2017. Currently all lobster traps must bear a tag which
identifies the trap owner and the
zone in which the lobsterman fishes. Lobstermen in four of the state’s
seven zones already double-tag
their traps, meaning the traps bear
the tag of the lobsterman’s primary
zone and an adjacent one; now the
remaining three zones must follow
suit. The new regulation will allow
the department to better enforce
the “49/51” rule which states that
lobstermen may set up to 49% of
their traps in an adjacent zone.

small businesses take advantage of the fertile, cold waters of the Gulf of Maine. Several people involved in Maine
aquaculture visited Aomori, Japan this fall to learn more
about the nuts and bolts of large-scale scallop cultivation
there. Landings features a report on that trip by Sea Grant
Extension staff person Dana Morse.
This month Landings also features columns from the executive director of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
and a Downeast lobsterman who serves as a board member
about the organization’s efforts to boost demand for Maine
lobster. Matt Jacobson reflects on the past year’s successes
while board member Sonny Beal
gives a lobsterman’s view of how
lobster and lobstermen are regarded by culinary professionals.
December is the mid-point of the
annual open enrollment period
for Affordable Care Act health insurance. Maine is one of the leading states in the country for health
insurance enrollment. The Maine
Lobstermen’s Association health
insurance Navigators have been
instrumental in helping fishermen
and their families obtain affordable
health insurance, often for the first
time. Health insurance Navigator
Alisha Keezer offers her advice on
how to make sure you get signed up
before the enrollment period ends
on January 31, 2017.

Brenda Yorke Goodale grew up at
DMR also is finalizing a new system
a time when the waters around
Lincolnville Beach Christmas tree, 1953.
to allow licensed lobstermen to
Kennebunk were full of different
Penobscot Marine Museum photo
move into a different lobster zone.
types of fishing vessels. She draws
LB 2007.1.107734.
The change was mandated by the
on those memories in her new,
state Legislature this past spring.
self-published children’s book, The Pride of Perkins Cove.
Formerly lobstermen who wanted to fish in a different The tale features some of the people, living and dead, and
lobster zone would put their names on the zone’s waiting landmarks of Perkins Cove with illustrations by Goodale’s
list. That in turn made the waiting period for everyone on childhood friend Bunny Poulson. This month Goodale rethe list even longer. The Legislature believed that this was counts how the book came about.
detracting from fishing opportunities for new entrants. As
a result, DMR was instructed to devise an equitable way As the Maine winter settles upon us, I hope you enjoy speto ensure that already licensed lobstermen could transfer cial time with your family and friends over the holidays.
among the zones through a process that is separate from And I hope you enjoy this issue of Landings. As always, we
the Apprentice waiting list. The new system will be in place welcome your ideas and feedback.
by next spring.
Not everything on the Maine coast revolves around lobster.
The state has a growing scallop aquaculture sector where
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GUEST COLUMN: Strong numbers reflect a good year for Maine lobster
By Matt Jacobson

As the 2016 Maine new-shell lobster season ends, there seems to be consensus
that this was a good year. Prices have stayed high at the dock and wholesale
prices— the price a chef pays a local distributor for lobster — were at a 10-year
high in August. Lobstermen and dealers are reporting that they are pleased
with the industry’s position heading into winter.
There has been a lot of speculation, from both the press and some in our industry, about the cause of these good numbers. Some credit more processing
capacity. Others claim that the proliferation of lobster trucks is responsible.
Still others have suggested that increased sales efforts by Maine processors in
Asia are fueling these price levels. Certainly, all of those factors contribute. The
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative’s (MLMC) efforts to increase demand
not only support these activities, but also create interest throughout all levels
of the supply chain which in turn make dealers’ sales efforts more effective.
Demand drives sales and the marketing push creates demand.
As I have mentioned in previous columns, the MLMC decided to focus its
resources on the months when we catch most of our product, July through
November. We focused on the live market and specifically on upscale restaurants and influential chefs. We marketed Maine new-shell lobster as a way to
introduce the notion of seasonality to this community. We have been telling the
story of how the Maine lobstermen do it right — sustaining the resource and
their communities. And it is working!
In the third quarter of 2016, we celebrated peak season by hosting three “Maine
After Midnight” events in Atlanta, Washington, D.C., and New York City.
Bringing together more than 315 guests including acclaimed chefs, culinary
tastemakers, and media, these industry events highlighted the story and taste
of Maine lobster and the seasonality of new shell. We also worked with Senators
Angus King and Susan Collins to once again pass a resolution in the U.S. Senate
designating September 25 as National Lobster Day.

Matt Jacobson is the executive
director of the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative.

More than a quarter-million unique
people visited our website. They viewed nearly 400,000 pages, and searched
on live, frozen and how to buy lobster. Site visits increased by 106%, and page
views increased by 76% over the same quarter last year. In fact, nearly 7,000
people clicked on the links to dealers’ sites looking to buy Maine lobster.
We also track mentions of Maine lobster that happen by themselves and not
as a result of the content we place online. Online mentions of “Maine lobster”
increased by 114% over the third quarter in 2015. People were talking about the
sustainability and culinary versatility of Maine new-shell. Maine lobster recipes drove the conversation.
MLMC events, National Lobster Day, media outreach, and our online presence
all create interest in and demand for Maine lobster. The reason prices are up
across the supply chain is because demand is up across the country and the
world. While MLMC focuses on the live restaurant sector in North America,
we have made our content available to every dealer and processor anywhere.
We’ve worked with several to customize photos and videos for their specific
sales efforts. One even subtitled our videos for use in several Asian countries.
There are many factors that influence lobster prices on the menu. But having
a robust, focused, and professional marketing effort only helps the industry’s
Continued on page 19
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But we didn’t stop there. As you know,
we now have a robust online presence.
In the same quarter, we reached more
than 3.6 million people on Facebook
alone. Our video content scored well
across social media platforms with
more than 1.5 million people viewing
our videos. Not only did consumers
view our videos, but also media used
them extensively in stories on television and online.
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National Lobster Day is an important opportunity for us to attract media attention around the country. We worked to put Maine new-shell lobster in front of
as many people as possible. This year we sent lobster rolls to the “Morning Joe”
show on MSNBC and they ate them live on air! Our work for National Lobster
Day and our ongoing media efforts garnered more than 739 million impressions and 952 placements. Said another way, in July, August and September, 739

million people in the U.S. had an opportunity to read 952 stories that we got
placed in newspapers and magazines
around the country.
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GUEST COLUMN: The public wants to know the story of Maine lobstermen
By Sonny Beal

When I was asked to write a short column for Landings about the global lobster market I thought, I have no idea about the global lobster market and I
damn sure am no writer, but I can talk, so I figured why not? I’m a 40-yearold third-generation lobster fisherman from Beals Island. I’m a proud member of the MLA and on the board of directors of the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative (MLMC). My father was president of the MLA from 1967 to 1974.
My two sons, age 9 and 11, are both members as well and proud owners of their
first boat. I started fishing with my dad as soon as I was old enough to put on a
pair of boots, so you could say lobstering is in my blood.
If there’s one thing I’ve learned throughout the years it is that this is not a “go
haul your traps and collect your check” fishery anymore. From the rules and
regulations that have been forced on us to the rising cost of turning the key
on the boat, this isn’t the same lobster industry our past generations built for

...we need to make a conscious effort to take good
care of our lobsters. I know it’s hard
to do sometimes.
us. That’s why when the opportunity came up to be on the board of the MLMC I
jumped on it. I don’t know a thing about marketing lobster so I should be perfect.
I’ll admit I was skeptical at first, but I’ve got to tell you, I’m not anymore. The
crew at the head of the MLMC combined with the marketing firm of WeberShandwick really have things dialed in. This day and age everything is social
media-driven. It’s a cheap and easy way to get information out and for people
to spread it around.
I could sit here and bore you with numbers about the number of times Maine
lobster turns up on menus and impressions and clicks and likes, but the bottom line is that most people don’t have a clue about Maine lobster. They think
that lobster is lobster and most of it comes from Maine and that’s it.
Since joining the MLMC two years ago I’ve had several opportunities to attend events and talk to lots of different people. I even attended the “Maine

3XUVH/LQH%DLW

After Midnight” event for chefs in
Washington, D.C., and this really
opened my eyes as to how bad it is.
Nobody had a clue about new-shell lobster. When we explained it, the people
there couldn’t believe the difference.
They all, and I mean all, loved it and
loved it a lot more than old-shell. They
were amazed at the difference in taste
and amazed at how we catch it. They
were really impressed by the measures
we’ve taken to make our fishery sustainable.
This just shows that we need to get the
story out there and educate people
about new-shell lobster because that’s
what we mainly catch and now we’re
catching so much more than in the
past. So if we can get more new-shell
lobsters featured in restaurants and on
menus, the more demand we’ll have for
our product.

Sonny Beal and his two sons fish
from Beals Island. S. Beal photo.

Getting lobster into more restaurants
isn’t the only answer to increasing demand. More and more Maine lobsters are
being shipped overseas. The only problem with this is that we all know that
the new-shells don’t ship well. This is where lobstermen come into this big circle of lobster life. I’ve had the privilege of hearing the lobster veterinarian Jean
Lavallée talk about the intricate workings of lobster anatomy and how best to
handle them. There’s a nerve cord and a blood vessel running under a lobster’s
tail and if either of those get poked by another lobster that lobster is pretty
much a goner. Did you know that if you leave a bleeding lobster out of water for
a few minutes it will clot faster? That goes against what my father told me. He
always said to “put it in a bucket of water.” Jean is right, however, I’ve tested it.
What I’m saying is we need to make a conscious effort to take good care of
our lobsters. I know it’s hard to do sometimes. It’s a fast-paced job and if we
handled them all like eggs we’d be hauling until midnight every day. I’ve found
myself being rough on them when it’s choppy or when the traps are “right to
the doors” and we’re all fired up. But it’s one of those things that if we all do a
little better then it will make a difference. The more lobsters that make it to
market alive the better our product will be. A better product, in my opinion,
will eventually help the price.
Here in Downeast Maine we don’t have any processing plants. Most of what
we catch goes to Canada to be processed and then some of it is shipped back
to the U.S. Knuckle and claw meat is going for around $35 per pound [in early
November]. Tail meat is close to $30 per pound. Now I’m no math genius, but
when a lobsterman gets paid, let’s say $3.50 per pound, and someone else sells
it for $30 per pound, it’s clear that we’re losing money. If we had more processing plants we would have more jobs and I believe we would have a better price.
Processed meat is vacuum-packed and frozen and then can be shipped anywhere.
The lobster industry is growing, both on and off the water. The people at the
MLMC have done a great job so far to promote lobster, but we can’t leave it all
up to someone else. People will always want lobster and we need to make sure
that it’s high-quality Maine lobster they’re getting. We need to see it on more
menus and in more markets. So step up and do whatever you can to promote our
lobsters. I talked about lobster on the plane to D.C. to different people who were
fascinated by how we catch them and how they shed and grow and migrate. It’s
pretty easy to do and it’s up to us. As we say on the VHF, “Put it on to ‘em.”
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RIGHT WHALE REPORT CARD 2016
The North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium (NARWC), a coalition of more
than 100 organizations and government agencies in the United States and
Canada, released its 2016 Right Whale Report Card which covers activities from
November, 2015, through October, 2016. The report card, which has been issued
each year since 2004, includes updates on the status of the cataloged population of right whales, mortality and entanglement events, and a summary of current management and research efforts that have occurred during the previous
twelve months.
The right whale population remained flat over the past year, with the most recent estimate at 524 whales. There were 14 new calves born in 2016, but one was
lost, and four first-time mothers. There were seven entanglements observed, of
which six were new, and two resulted in mortality. There was one new vessel
strike which was lethal. Four right whale died during this period, as noted; two
were from entanglement, one from vessel strike, and one was of unknown cause.

Right Whale Population Status
2016

2015

2014

2010

2006

Best Estimate*

524

526

522

473

396

New calves

13

17

11

19

19

First time
mothers
Avg calving
interval
Mortalities

4

4

1

4

5

6.6 years

5.54 years

4.4 years

3.3 years

3.2 years

4
(1 F, 1 M, 2
unk)
(2 Ent, 1 VS,
1 unk)
1 (lethal)

3
(2 female, 1
unk)

3
(1 male, 2
unk)

5
(2 male, 3
unk)

5
(2 female, 1
male, 1 unk)

3

0

2

4

7 (6 new)
(2 dead, 2
entangled, 2
gear free;
1 unknown
status)

8 (5 new)
(6 still entangled w/
1 in poor
condition;
2 gear free)

10 (7 new)
(2 deaths)

6 (4 new)

11 (4 new)

Vessel strikes
Entanglements

A drop in reproduction among North Atlantic right whales has researchers
worried. NOAA photo.
The Report Card now monitors the health of injured right whales. As of June
2016, researchers documented 60 injured whales; 49 are entanglement-related and 10 are related to vessel strikes. Twenty-six of these injured whales have
shown a decline in condition.
Finally, the report notes that most significant issues are fishing gear entanglement and declining reproductive rates. It states, “Current management regulations have not been effective at reducing serious entanglement injuries (Pace
et al. 2014) and since 2010, entanglement-related deaths accounted for 85% of
diagnosed mortalities (Kraus et al. 2016). Entanglements reduce survival probability for right whales and moderate and severe injuries from entanglement
are increasing (Robbins et al. 2015; Knowlton et al. 2016). In addition to entanglement threats to this population, reproductive output has declined by 40%
since 2010 (Kraus et al. 2016). The reasons for this decline are unclear. However,
this trend coupled with the continued (and perhaps increasing) impact of entanglements must serve as a call to action for immediate intervention to reduce
entanglement mortalities and injury in both Canada and the United States.”

* Year of Report Card; population estimated for previous year

The 2016 Report Card notes continued dramatic shifts in right whale distribution and habitat use during the past several years which has resulted in researchers sighting fewer right whales. For example, there were only 94 sightings
in the Gulf of Maine and one in Roseway Basin, while 768 were sighted in Cape
Cod Bay and 110 around the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The NARWC recommends
prioritizing identification of potential new habitats and critical habitats and
developing alternative survey effort strategies.
Year
2000

Sightings
(unique whales)
3,085 (245)

Survey Effort
(1,000km)
125

% population
observed
72%

2005

3,398 (360)

340

86%

2010

3,224 (428)

263

85%

2013

1,906 (280)

212

56%

2014

2,389 (361)

200

72%

2015

1,766 (250)

183

51%

E  
 
SINK
523(

)/2$7
523(
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
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Cushing, 354-6404
Directors
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Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Dustin Delano, Friendship, 542-7241
Arnie Gamage, Jr., S. Bristol, 644-8110
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563-5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093
Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
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alisha@mainelobstermen.org

Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Executive Assistant
Sarah Paquette
sarah@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place
at Darby’s Restaurant,
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
Dec. 6, 5 p.m.

STEAMING AHEAD: A LOOK BACK AT 2016
Since 1954, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) has
pursued its mission to advocate for a sustainable lobster
resource and the fishermen and communities that depend
on it. While the final numbers are not in, by nearly all accounts 2016 will go down as another successful year for
Maine’s lobster industry and for the MLA.

The MLA at the Maine Legislature

While the Maine lobster industry continues to enjoy many
successes, I am struck by the volume and complexity of issues that we are facing. Lobster is a public resource, and
with that status comes a vast array of management and
regulatory issues. The MLA keeps track of all of them, and
works to ensure that when the dust settles, Maine lobstermen are still fishing and able to make a living.

The MLA continued its active role in Maine’s legislative
process, interacting regularly with the Marine Resources
Committee and state legislators. In 2016, the Legislature
enacted historic legislation to reform the lobster license
limited-entry system, changed the pay scale for Maine’s
Marine Patrol officers and made lobster the Official
Crustacean of Maine. The MLA solicited feedback from
its members, attended public hearings, provided official
comments and kept the industry updated throughout the
legislative session. The MLA was at every public hearing
and work session, providing input and guidance to the
Legislature.

The MLA in 2016

Bait

The issues in 2016 were far-ranging — from examining the
effects of pesticide residues on Maine lobster stocks and
working to exempt lobster gear from proposed protected
coral zones Downeast to monitoring how haddock bycatch
limits are managed in the offshore herring fishery. In addition, Maine lobstermen experienced some significant
changes this year, including reform of the lobster license
limited entry program and a new approach to how herring
is managed to serve the lobster bait market.

Maintaining a steady and affordable bait supply was a huge
challenge in 2016. The MLA remained closely involved in
the management of bait species at both the New England
Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) and the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC). While both
the herring and the menhaden stocks are considered rebuilt (neither are overfished and overfishing is not occurring), there has been a lot of contention about how best to
manage these species.

While policy and advocacy are the bread and butter of
MLA’s work, we also strive to offer a membership program
that is meaningful to lobstermen. The MLA works hard to
maintain a robust portfolio of benefits for our members
including the MLA’s vessel insurance program; monthly
newsletter; weekly email updates on relevant news; weekly lobster, bait and fuel prices; business discounts; and
health insurance enrollment assistance. In 2016, we added
a few new programs — safety training, a trip to the Boston
Seafood Show, and the Lobster Quality Tour.

How best to manage the inshore herring stock (Area 1A)
to supply the lobster bait market sparked significant debate in 2016. Pressure on the Area 1A inshore fishery was
tremendous and the DMR feared that this level of fishing
pressure would lead to its closure in July. With minimal
landings from the offshore fishery expected, the DMR implemented emergency measures to pace Area 1A landings
to last until September. The MLA supported this approach
since most lobstermen wanted to have fresh herring landed during August and September. As a result, bait supplies
were limited and prices skyrocketed. The lesson from this
summer’s herring crisis is that lobstermen and state managers must strategize together on how best to manage the
inshore herring fishery in future years.

The Lobster Quality Tour brought Canadian lobster veterinarian Dr. Jean Lavallée to seven communities along the coast.
Dr. Lavallée spoke on behalf of the lobster, explaining how deceptive this crustacean can be when it comes to its health. A
lobster that seemingly looks healthy in the crate coming off a
boat may not be alive when it arrives at the processing plant.
The lobster’s anatomy plays a huge role in this outcome —
a simple puncture to its abdomen can severe the nerve cord
and result in death. Due to the response to Dr. Lavallée’s first
tour in 2016, the MLA is bringing him back in 2017!
This year marked the completion of the MLA’s third year
helping fishermen and their families navigate the health
insurance bureaucracy created under the Affordable Care
Act. The good news is that the MLA has helped hundreds
of fishing families along the coast to understand the health
insurance options available to them and to enroll in a plan.
The bad news is that affordable health insurance continues
to be a challenge for those who have seen rates skyrocket,
do not qualify for subsidies and can no longer purchase
catastrophic plans. MLA will continue to advocate for remedies that correct the deficiencies of the current system.
The MLA also collaborated with Fishing Partnership
Support Services and McMillan Offshore Survival to connect lobstermen with safety and drill-conductor trainings
around the state. MLA expanded its safety work by partnering with NIOSH on a project to identify and test life jackets
(PFDs) that are comfortable enough to work in while fishing. Then there are the ever-changing Coast Guard fishing
vessel safety regulations, which the MLA reports on regularly to its members.
Like clockwork, the MLA’s Board of Directors meets
monthly, except for August. Members are always welcome
to attend these meetings or to reach out to any of the directors to find out what is going on. MLA’s directors regularly
discuss issues facing the lobster industry and how the MLA
can best represent the interest of its members.

MLA staff and members at the 2016 Boston Seafood Show.
MLA photo.
Menhaden appeared in large numbers in Maine in 2016.
The state, however, receives a very small ASMFC allocation
of menhaden. The MLA supported DMR’s efforts to get portions of the episodic menhaden quota allocated to Maine.
MLA also supported the small increase in the overall menhaden quota for 2017 approved by ASMFC. The MLA will
follow closely discussions of menhaden quota allocations,
and push for a larger menhaden allocation to the bait fishery, which will take place through Amendment 3 to the
ASMFC Menhaden Plan.
MLA also closely monitored two management actions underway through the NEFMC. Amendment 8 will address
how the herring quota is allocated for both the herring
fishery and its role as a forage species. MLA has participated in the Council’s herring workshops and consistently
stressed the importance of herring as bait for Maine lob-
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stermen and the need to maintain an adequate quota for the commercial fishery. NEFMC is also working on Amendment 5 to the herring management plan
to address haddock bycatch in the Area 3 herring fishery. Fortunately, the haddock bycatch limit has been raised and the Council continues to work on other
solutions which would allow the full Area 3 herring quota to be landed. MLA
also supported Amendment 3 to the ASMFC Herring Plan which put in place
new strategies to monitor spawning herring and better manage spawning closures.
Wind Energy Development

Penobscot Bay Hydrographic Survey
The MLA worked closely with the NOAA contractor on the hydrographic survey
of Penobscot Bay during the summer of 2016. The MLA organized a meeting
with local lobstermen to discuss strategies to minimize the loss of lobster gear
during the project. The project utilized both airplanes and two jet-drive boats
to conduct the survey and avoid lobster gear. The MLA helped to keep the industry updated on the survey as it progressed, resulting in minimal interaction
with lobster gear and boats.
Penobscot River Closure

The MLA is monitoring the University of Maine and Maine Aqua Ventus’ offshore wind project off Monhegan Island and their efforts to find a suitable location to connect its electrical power to the mainland, as well as the community’s
and local lobstermen’s actions to negotiate community benefits from the project. The MLA continues to monitor the Maine Green Line project which seeks
to lay an undersea cable to transmit renewable energy generated from Maine
windfarms to the metro areas of New England.
Whale Rules
The full Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) is in place. The
sinking line rule has been in effect since 2009 and the vertical line rule since
2015. Maine was proactive in proposing protection measures that would work
for the Maine lobster fishery and thus avoided more extreme measures such as
the winter closures implemented in Massachusetts. The whale plan is now in
its monitoring phase. This year marked the first full year of monitoring the effectiveness of the whale rules. The MLA participates in the Monitoring Working
Group.
The effectiveness of the whale plan is monitored by examining many factors such
as the number of entanglements and corresponding serious injuries or deaths;
analyses of fishing gear removed from whales; whale population growth trends;
changes in oceanic conditions and other information. To date, the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has not issued an update on the performance
of the whale rules under the monitoring strategy. NMFS has stated that it will
take at least five years to understand how well the whale plan is working.
The scientific community has weighed
in with its opinion on the plan, suggesting a link between fishing gear
entanglements and the recent decline
in right whale reproduction rates. The
MLA published an editorial challenging this conclusion, instead suggesting
that climate change is the most likely
culprit for the recent downturn in reproduction. The MLA remains engaged
Right whales were in the news
in all aspects of large whale research
again this year. NOAA photo.
and management, attending the annual North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium annual meeting and commenting
on stock assessments and other research efforts.
In late January, 2016, NOAA expanded the critical habitat designations for endangered North Atlantic right whales to encompass the entire Gulf of Maine
and Georges Bank and the southeast calving grounds from North Carolina to
Florida. Although the MLA strongly opposed this expansion, NOAA stated that
the new designations would not affect commercial fishermen.
NOAA implemented a rule to ban the import of seafood from countries that do
not meet U.S. marine mammal protection standards, effective January 1, 2017.
Under this rule, the fisheries products of fisheries which do not meet U.S. marine mammal protection standards cannot be imported into the United States.
The program has a five-year phase-in period.
Sweden’s Proposed Ban on American Lobster
The MLA partnered with the Maine Lobster Dealers’ Association, the
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association, the Maine Congressional delegation
and other regional organizations to object to Sweden’s petition to ban live lobster exports to the European Union. Sweden claimed that Maine lobster was an
invasive species after finding several dozen American lobsters in its waters. In
October, the European Union denied the Swedish petition.
Predicting the Lobster Shed
The MLA voiced strong concerns to the Gulf of Maine Research Institute (GMRI)
that its lobster season forecast this spring resulted in negative press and hurt
the lobster markets. The MLA and representatives from the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) and the Maine Lobster Dealers’ Association
met with GMRI staff to urge GMRI to be more cautious in communicating its
predictions in the future.

Penobscot Bay lobstermen meeting with hydrographic survey staff. MLA photo.
The MLA supported the expansion of the Penobscot River closure based on
data collected by DMR which corroborated the previous court findings and
provided additional data on mercury levels in the area. The results from the
crab samples, however, did not show contamination levels that would justify a
closure. The MLA continues to advocate for additional testing and analysis of
crab data and for re-opening the crab fishery as soon as possible.
Coral Zones
The MLA has been tracking the development of the NEFMC Coral Amendment.
The Council has designated two coral zones in Downeast Maine, located near
the Outer Schoodic Ridge and Mount Desert Rock, that, if closed, could negatively impact lobstermen. The MLA is working with DMR to document the economic importance of these fishing grounds to Maine lobstermen and to seek
an exemption for lobster trap gear.
Pesticides and Lobster
The MLA continues to monitor the Board of Pesticides Control (BPC) study to understand how the use of pesticides along the coast is impacting lobster. The MLA
is also working closely with the BPC and Forest Service to monitor the recent upsurge in the brown tail moth population and ensure that pesticides used to control these moths do not harm the lobster resource. The MLA successfully lobbied
for strict controls on how these pesticide are used within 250 feet of high tide.
National Monument and Federal Observers
The MLA and several other regional fishing associations opposed designation
of a National Monument in the Atlantic. Unfortunately, President Obama declared the northeast offshore canyons and seamounts as a Marine National
Monument, banning commercial fishing in these areas (the offshore lobster
and red crab fishery have seven years to
phase out). Fortunately, Cashes Ledge,
which had also been proposed for the
National Monument status, was not included.
Many of Maine’s federal permit holders
had to host federal observers aboard
The MLA spoke frequently before
their lobster vessels in 2015-2016 durthe Marine Resources Committee
ing which nearly 500 trips were asin Augusta. MLA photo.
signed to the northeast lobster fishery.
The MLA worked with DMR and Maine
lobstermen to document concerns regarding federal observers, such as how
lobsters were handled on deck and redundancy with the Maine sea sampling
program, and provided feedback to NMFS. In 2016-2017, the northeast lobster
fishery has been assigned only 14 trips.
Climate Change
During 2016, a lot of voices expressed concern about climate change and its
potential impacts on commercial fisheries. While recent research seems to diContinued on page 8

Page 8 | LANDINGS | December 2016

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA continued from page 7

minish worries about the impact of ocean acidification on lobsters, it did raise
concerns about the impact that rising ocean temperatures may have on the development of lobster larvae. This fall also saw an unprecedented bloom of phytoplankton that produce domoic acid. This toxin shut down Maine’s shellfish
industry this fall, and it has had a dire economic impact on West Coast crab
fisheries in recent years. The MLA will continue to call for research to better
understand the potential impacts of domoic acid on the lobster fishery.
MLA Remains the Industry Leader
There was certainly a lot going on along the waterfront in 2016. The MLA believes that Maine lobstermen support the organization because of its vigilance,
and the pride we put into representing lobstermen’s interests on this array of
complex issues.
Understanding our members’ diverse opinions is essential and informs all of our
work. This remains challenging since lobstermen rarely agree. But that is what
the MLA does — we provide leadership and a vision for the industry that ensures
a sustainable fishery and a legacy to pass
on to generations to come.
It’s a sign of the value that the MLA
holds in Maine’s lobstering communities that the organization has been
in business for more than 60 years.
It’s a further sign of the dedication of
its board of directors and staff that so
much can be accomplished in a single
year with so few paid employees. I hope
that you take pride in your Association’s
efforts on your behalf during this past
year. See you at the Annual Meeting in
March! Without our members, there is
no MLA.

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY
MLA’s executive committee met with Department of Marine Resources (DMR)
Commissioner Keliher, Colonel Cornish and director of marine policy Deirdre
Gilbert to discuss concerns regarding enforcement issues. MLA’s primary concern is that all lobstermen deserve to fish on a level playing field. If the penalty
for offenses such as fishing over the trap limit, fishing unmarked gear or scrubbing lobsters is not severe enough, some lobstermen will continue to cheat.
Later the full MLA Board continued this discussion with Commissioner Keliher.
The Commissioner provided an overview of the state’s administrative suspension process. The administrative process operates in addition to the traditional
judicial system and often results in license suspension. Approximately 50 marine resource licenses have been suspended in 2016 and approximately 135 licenses since the program began; one lifetime license suspension has been made.
Board members asked whether violations that occur in federal waters are run
through the state or the federal system. Col. Cornish explained that the violation is written up as both a state and a federal violation if the laws at each level
are violated. However, the case can only progress through one system (state or
federal). Typically, lobster violations are run through the state system and end
up going through the administrative suspension process.
The Commissioner explained that ASMFC was exploring the potential to require VMS on all federal lobster vessels. The Commissioner said that the current VMS system is not appropriate for lobster vessels. It is too expensive, does
not ping frequently enough, and the system would need to be tied into the
hauler to track traps. The board then listened to an update on legislation put
forward by the LePage Administration.
•

A “technical changes” bill which is a catch-all bill to clarify existing laws.

•

Marine harvester demonstration license seeking to allow lobster boat
tours, which are limited to 25 traps and cannot sell the catch, to haul on
Sunday. They would remain subject to all other Maine lobster laws.

•

Marine patrol bill to add language to clarify that a marine license holder
consents to search if there is probable cause.

•

Marine debris bill to make it illegal to bring aboard a vessel the cardboard and
plastic from frozen bait in order to prevent this trash from entering the ocean.
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•

Native tribes apprentice bill to allow the tribes to design and administer
their own Lobster Apprentice Program before assigning tribal lobster licenses allocated by law.

In addition, DMR is working with Governor LePage to close its budget gap by
keeping a greater proportion of license fees rather than contributing that revenue to the General Fund.
Patrice provided updates on several pending issues. The New England Fisheries
Management Council is working on Framework 5 to address haddock bycatch in the Area 3 fishery. The Council will hold another herring workshop in
Portsmouth, N.H., on Dec. 7 and 8 to get input on how to manage the herring
fishery in the future. Specifically, the Council is tackling how to allocate quota
to serve the commercial fishery while explicitly accounting for herring’s role in
the ecosystem. This could result in cuts to the total allowable catch and thus to
the commercial herring fishery despite the fact the stock is considered not overfished. The MLA Board will meet on December 6 at 5 p.m. at Darby’s in Belfast.

trap limit was changed from 475 to 600 traps so that the regulation matches
the recent change in law. Second, Swans Island created an island limited entry
program. It includes the recent island limited entry referendum vote, allowing up to 72 commercial island resident lobster licenses to be issued annually.
Individuals also can now register for the Swans Island Conservation Area at
any time during the year.
NEW ENGLAND FISHERIES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
Coral zones and gear restriction
At its November meeting, the New England Fishery Management Council debated whether to continue developing potential lobster trap/pot restrictions
in the Gulf of Maine coral zones. The two at issue are located offshore along the
downeast Maine coast in the areas near the Outer Schoodic Ridge and west of
Mt. Desert Rock.

MASSIVE BROWN TAIL MOTH OUTBREAK EXPECTED IN 2017
The Maine Board of Pesticides Control met on November 4 and was updated
on the surge in the brown tail moth (BTM) population in 2016-2017. Charlene
Donahue, a Maine Forest Service entomologist, stated that recent surveys
show a huge increase in the BTM population across a broad swath of southern
Maine and in pockets along the coast. The Forest Service documented severe
defoliation of 64,000 acres in 2016 due to BTM and is already receiving phone
calls from towns that are concerned about how to deal with this pest in 2017.
According to the Maine Forest Service, the BTM caterpillar has tiny poisonous
hairs that cause a rash similar to poison ivy on sensitive individuals which usually lasts from a few hours to several days. On some sensitive individuals, the
rash can be severe and last for several weeks. People may develop a rash from
direct contact with the caterpillar or indirectly from contact with airborne
hairs. The rash results from both a chemical reaction to a toxin in the hairs
and a physical irritation as the barbed hairs become embedded in the skin.
Respiratory distress from inhaling the hairs can be serious.
Since 1997, Maine has allowed municipalities to control for BTM if declared a
public health nuisance by Bureau of Health director. Municipal aerial control
projects were conducted until 2002 when lobstermen became extremely concerned about how the spraying affected lobster. The MLA successfully lobbied
the state to implement regulations regarding the treatment of BTM in coastal
areas which were implemented in 2008. Pesticide application for BTM is now
controlled within 250 feet of the high tide mark. In light of the outbreak, the
Board of Pesticides Control is reviewing the list of chemicals approved to treat
BTM in these areas, as well as clarifying its advice on the permitted use of biological pesticides and those that can be injected directly into soils and trees.
DMR RULES ADOPTED
On November 15, the DMR Advisory Council voted to adopt three rulemaking
actions related to the lobster industry.

The DMR and MLA requested that the Council provide an exemption for lobster
and crab fishing within these zones, arguing that the inshore lobster fishery in
this area is the primary economic driver for Washington and Hancock Counties.
Coral zone restrictions would affect lobstermen from at least 15 harbors.
Continued on page 10

Many thanks
to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Allen Insurance &
Financial

Guy Cotten, Inc.

Atwood Lobster

H&H Propeller Shop

Beals-Jonesport Coop
Inc.

Inland Seafood

Beals Lobster Pier

Harbor Bait Inc.

Insterstate Lobster Co.

New England Detroit
Diesel Allison
New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.
Nicholas H. Walsh, PA
Northeast Marine
Survey Inc.

Second Zone Tags – The DMR Advisory Council approved a regulation in
November that expands an existing requirement for the use of second zone
tags on traps fished outside of a declared zone, effective June 1, 2017. This requirement is intended to improve enforcement of the “49/51” rule that limits
the number of traps a lobsterman may fish outside his declared zone to 49% of
the number of tags they purchase.

Bell Power Systems Inc.

Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts

Bowdoin College Dining Services

Island Fishermen’s
Wives

Buoysticks.com

Island Seafood LLC

Chapman & Chapman

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Chase Leavitt & Co.

Penobscot East
Resource Center

The requirement for the use of a second zone tag is already in place for Zones
B/C, and Zones F/G. Under the new rule, any lobsterman fishing gear outside
his declared zone will need to affix a second zone tag to those traps by June 1,
2017. This second zone tag will be in addition to the declared lobster zone tag.

Jonesport Shipyard

Coastal Documentation

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Kips Seafood Co.

Conary Cove Lobster Co.

Polyform US

Lake Pemaquid Inc.

Cousins Maine Lobster

Lobster.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Co-op

Cushing Diesel, LLC

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

Port Lobster Co.

Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.

Maine Financial Group

Re/Max Oceanside

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance

Riverdale Mills

When purchasing your 2017 license, whether through the online system
(LEEDS) or paper application, you will have the opportunity to purchase your
second zone tags. As a reminder, when you purchase your lobster license and
intend to fish in any other zone(s) in addition to your declared zone, you need
to check off the boxes of those other zones on your lobster license application.
The 2017 declared zone tag and the second zone tag are the same color - red
with black lettering and a black plug. The second zone tag will cost $0.10/tag
and have the letters “SCND”. The tag is removable; it can be hog-ringed in and
removed and transferred from one trap to another to aid in shifting gear across
zone lines.
Penobscot River Closure - The lobster and crab closure area in the lower
Penobscot River has been expanded to a line from Perkins Point in Castine
across to Squaw Point on Cape Jellison in Stockton Springs. This change was
put in place as an emergency measure in June. This rule replaces the emergency
measure.
Swans Island – There are two new rules in place for Swans Island. First, the

Eastern Tire & Auto
Service

Novatec Braids LTD
Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Maine Port Authority

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative

Maine Sea Grant

Superior Bait and Salt

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.

Superior Marine Products
Inc.

Friendship Lobster Treats

McMillan Offshore
Survival Training

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Coop

F W Thurston Co. Inc.

Midcoast Marine Supply

Weirs Motor Sales Inc.

Georgetown Fishermen’s Co-op

Mount Desert Oceanarium

William Coffin & Sons

Muscongus Bay Lobster

Williams
LLC

Farrin’s Boatshop
Finestkind Scenic
Cruises
First National Bank

Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation

Nautilus Marine Fabrication Inc.

CPA Group

Worcesters Lobster Bait
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The Council acknowledged the importance of these coral zone areas to the lobster fishery but was not prepared to completely eliminate lobster gear restrictions from consideration at this stage of the amendment process. Instead, it
will continue to develop the two coral zone plan alternatives but will include
an option to exempt lobster trap/pot fishing. Public hearings will likely be held
in the spring. A final action is not expected on this issue before June, 2017.
The Council also made two decisions related to the Northeast Canyons and
Seamounts Marine National Monument, which President Obama established
on in September. Although the President designated the monument, his proclamation directed the Secretary of Commerce to manage the activities and
species within the area under the provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act and other federal laws.
In an October 21 letter to the Council, John Bullard, head of the Greater Atlantic
Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO), asked the Council to amend its fishery management plans to “reflect the action of the President and implement the appropriate fishing regulations for the Marine National Monument.” The Council discussed the request and decided not to develop its own amendment since it did
not designate the monument. This means the Commerce Department will fulfill the President’s charge through a secretarial amendment. Bullard said public
hearings would be held and any proposed amendments would be sent to both
the New England and Mid-Atlantic Councils for “consideration and comment.”
The Council also debated a motion it had postponed during its September meeting to move all proposals in the Deep-Sea Coral Amendment that overlap with
the Marine National Monument to the “considered but rejected” portion of the
amendment. After considerable debate, the Council voted to keep the overlapping alternatives in place for further consideration and analysis, noting that it
was important to move forward with the coral protection process it had begun.
Regarding the current list of alternatives in the coral amendment, the Council
voted to add an additional option to the mix. The Council is proposing to protect corals through the development of two types of coral zones – discrete areas and broad areas. Discrete Areas designate narrowly defined coral zones in
the Gulf of Maine, for single canyons and on individual seamounts; and Broad
Areas designate a coral zone along the entire shelf-slope region between the
U.S./Canada Exclusive Economic Zone boundary and the New England/MidAtlantic Council boundary. Broad zones are meant to prevent the expansion of

fishing effort into additional deep-water habitats. The Council is considering
various minimum depth contours for defining these zones.
Herring Framework Adjustment 5
The Council looked at the range of alternatives under consideration in Herring
Framework Adjustment 5 to modify the Georges Bank haddock accountability
measures (AMs) that apply to the herring midwater trawl fishery. The Council
is scheduled to take final action during its January meeting.
The herring/haddock issue is being addressed through two channels: one
groundfish action and one herring action. The Council voted to increase the
herring midwater trawl fishery’s Georges Bank haddock sub-annual catch limit
(sub-ACL) from 1% to 1.5% through the groundfish plan.
The Herring Framework 5 action is needed to:
•

Reduce the potential negative economic impacts on herring midwater
trawl vessels that result from Georges Bank haddock AM closures, which in
turn reduce the opportunity to harvest the herring in Areas 3 and 1B;

•

Avoid potential impacts to the supply of herring used as bait for the lobster
fishery; and

•

Reduce the potential negative economic impacts on the mackerel fishery
from Georges Bank haddock AM closures, which in turn reduce the opportunity to harvest mackerel on Georges Bank.

Herring Framework 5 alternatives includes two options for implementing a
“proactive” AM closure in addition to maintaining the existing “reactive” AM
closure. The reactive AM requires a shutdown of Georges Bank herring fishing to
directed herring midwater trawl fishing — for the remainder of the groundfish
fishing year — once the haddock sub-ACL is caught. Framework 5 proposes a
proactive approach that would prevent midwater trawl fishing in Closed Areas
I and II — either with or without a 15-nautical-mile buffer around the red areas
— under three possible seasons: (a) a year-round proactive closure; (b) a MayOctober proactive closure; or (c) a June-August proactive closure.Framework 5
contains other alternatives, including one to seasonally split the Georges Bank
haddock sub- ACL so that 80% of the quota is released on May 1 and then 20% is
released on November 1 to support a winter herring/mackerel fishery.
The Council also reviewed actions related to Amendment 8. The Council

MLA MEMBERS DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Automotive

Financial & Investment

Back River Financial Group
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation and
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes (total
of 12) for all vehicles, cars and trucks, when you review of previous tax returns.
purchase a new or used vehicle.

Bait Dealers

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Alliance Rubber
Bessy Bait, LLC
Hot Springs, AR -- 10% off custom printed lobSeabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
ster bands.
multiple drum purchases (must show current
Hamilton Marine
MLA card).
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Boat Builders/Repairs
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
%DVV+DUERU0(RIIÀQDOSULFHRIKXOO North Atlantic Power Products
with MLA membership.
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service.
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or top. Gifts
on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promoDocumentation Services
tional product orders.
Maine Design Company
Appleton, ME --10% discount to surveys on
Hydraulics
lobster boats. Must be an MLA member &
Coastal Hydraulics
mention this listing to get discount.
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members.
Education & Trade Shows
Hews Company, LLC
Maine Maritime Museum
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
components and Cable Craft cables.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Industry Organizations
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off MLA merchandise.
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA mem- Insurance
bers.
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Electronic Equipment
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance
plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all marine Drill Conductor course within the last 5 years.
electronic products.
Legal Servives
Navtronics, LLC
Nicholas H Walsh PA
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
Portland, ME -- 20% off legal services.

Lobster/Seafood/Wholesale
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for MLA
members.
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat.

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check.
National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual subscription rate.

Propellers
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine propeller, shafting, and related items, sales & repairs.

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with proof
of MLA membership. CAN be combined with
other promotions.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG Drill
Conductor training.

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store. Cannot be
combined with other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps to MLA
members.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
will hold its second Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) Workshop in
Portsmouth, N.H., on December 7 and 8. The MSE approach is being used to
establish an acceptable biological catch (ABC) control rule for the Atlantic herring fishery under Amendment 8 that may explicitly account for herring’s role
in the ecosystem and deal with biological and ecological requirements of the
herring resource itself.

coast in eastern Maine from August 28 through September 24, western Maine
from September 18 through October 15 and in Massachusetts/New Hampshire
from October 2 through October 29.
Area 3 landings continue to fall significantly short of the 2015 season. The 2016
herring landings from Area 3 reached only 16,000 mt by mid-November, compared to more than 33,000 mt in 2015.
Atlantic Herring Landings

ATLANTIC STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION

Area

Atlantic Herring

Cumulative

For data through Nov. 22, 2016
2015 Catch YTD
(11/18)

Total Annual

29,436

30,102

92.4%

Catch YTD

The ASMFC’s Atlantic Herring Section initiated Addendum I to the Herring
management plan to improve the performance of the Area 1A (inshore Gulf
of Maine) Atlantic herring fishery. The purpose of the addendum is to develop
additional management alternatives for the days-out program. It is in response
to the accelerated pace of Area 1A Trimester 2 (June through September) landings in recent years and the increasingly dynamic nature of days-out measures
to control Trimester 2 effort that have varied across states.
In 2016, DMR implemented a series of emergency rules that were more restrictive than Commission measures in an attempt to extend the Trimester 2 quota
into September. DMR’s measures only applied to vessels landing in Maine. New
Hampshire and Massachusetts later implemented one of these management
measures. The Draft Addendum will explore these measures and potentially
others that could be uniformly applied to Area 1A by Maine, New Hampshire
and Massachusetts.
In addition to initiating an addendum to consider improvements to Area 1A
days-out measures, the Section allocated the 2017 Area 1A sub‐ACL seasonally
with 72.8 % available from June through September and 27.2 % allocated from
October through December. The fishery will close when 92 percent of the seasonal period quota has been harvested. Quota underages from June through
September may be rolled into the October through December period.
Herring Update
The Area 1A Atlantic herring fishery was closed for 2016 on October 18; the
Area 1B fishery closed on November 18. The Area 1A restriction shall be in place
until at least June, 2017; and the 1B restriction until May, 2017, when the 2017
quota becomes available. The inshore spawning areas were in place along the

Quota

1A*

27,808

1B

3,580

2,889

2,941

121.7%

2

9,803

11,110

32,100

30.5%

3

17,002

33,272

43,832

38.8%

Total

58,192

76,708

108,975

53.4%

*Area 1A Quota June 1 thru Sept 30 = 21,910; Oct 1 thru Dec 31 -= 8,192

The haddock bycatch quota for Area 3 was increased to 521 mt in 2016 (up from
227 mt in 2015), and the fleet appears to have been more cautious in avoiding
haddock. As of November, only 135 mt of haddock had been observed in the
Area 3 herring fishery, representing 26% of the haddock cap.
Area 3 Haddock Incidental Catch Quota
2015
Quota Cap
227 mt
May
43.09
June
54.51
July
45.70
Aug.
0.25
Sep.
66.32
Oct.
25.68
Nov.
-Total
235 (104%)

2016
521 mt
56.8
7.8
0.2
1.9
41.7
23
3.2
134.5 (25.8%)

Continued on page 20

MLA MERCHANDISE

$10
Classic Shirt
M - 2XL

T-SHIRTS

HATS

2016 % of Quota

$C1la5w Shirt

$10

L, 2XL

$15

$10
Claw Hat

Lobster Hat

2017 S
hi
S - 2XL rt

$10
1

Classic Hat

MAINE Lobster Beanie

$C1l0aw Beanie

$10

back

$15
MAINE Lobster Shirt
M - 3XL

SWEATSHIRTS
www.mainelobstermen.org/shop
207-967-4555

S
D
I
K

$20
2017 Sweatshirt
M - 2XL
*Sizes run small

$20
MAINE Lobster Sweatshirt
L - 2XL

$10
MAINE Lobster Shirt
3T

$5
Buoy Shirt
M

$10

2017 Shirt
XS - M
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WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.

HERKULES BIBS

Made of heavy duty cotton twill base, coated with HDX12 PVC
designed to resist oils and maintain flexibility in extreme cold.
Sturdy elastic suspend- ers with quick release clips now feature
our Suspender Savers for keeping your suspender straps handy
and in place when nature calls. A relaxed fit allows for mechanical ventilation to ensure you don’t overheat when you’re working
at your hardest.

Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


:RUNLQJWRPDNH
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU
a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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BAIT
HERRING

REDFISH

POGIES

ROCKFISH

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

FRESH

H

MAINE

207. 594 . 0405

HAMILTON

MARINE
800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com

Scan the QR Code
to see more and
shop online!

FROZEN

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com

207. 542 .1856

7UDGLWLRQDO6WHHULQJ:KHHOV

Bait Bags

Low Drag Buoys

WDSHUHGERUHRU
GLDPHWHUEURQ]HRU
VWDLQOHVVVWHHO
Search#
+06:

Search#
HML-BB

Many sizes and
colors in stock!
Search#
POL-LD

VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!

Starting At

$

15999
ACCUSat™ EPIRBs

6 Year
Battery!

0+]&RPSOHWHO\ZDWHUSURRI
<HDU1RQ+D]0DWEDWWHU\<HDU
ZDUUDQW\)HDWXUHVDVWDLQOHVVVWHHO
DQWHQQD86&**0'66$SSURYHG

Cat II Manual
Order# 731676

Offshore Sportfisher
)LUVW$LG.LW

34999
$
46999

$

4999

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

Cat I Auto

USCG APPROVED

,Q6LJKW$XWRPDWLF0DQXDO,QŴDWDEOH2IIVKRUH3)'

+LJKYLV\HOORZDFFHQW
5HPRYDEOHKHDGSLOORZ
Articulated arms for
HDVLHUGRQQLQJ%XGG\
OLQHDQGZKLVWOH

Heavy-duty 420 denier nylon shell with neoprene
FRPIRUWFROODU,Q6LJKWZLQGRZVKRZVDUPHGVWDWXV
)HDWXUHVIXOOOEVEXR\DQF\

$

24999

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

Muckmaster™ Boots

9999
Orange

5HJ

Red

50

5XEEHUEULGJHSODQNZLWKWH[WXUHGWRS
[[

Hi 16" Boot, Sizes 5-14
$
99 pair

$ 99

139

Shirt or Pants

Order# 752862 Order# 761645

Bridge Plank

9

+0%3/$1.
Order# 757474

Starting At

11399

Search#
RIL-

0DGHIURPDVXSHUFRPI\DQGKLJKSHUIRUPLQJPHULQRZRROSRO\HVWHUKROORZ
core, spandex blend that combines the
OLJKWZHLJKWRIWKH)LVNH6NLQZLWKWKH
warmth retention and comfort of the Arctic
6NLQV&RORU'DUN6ODWH6L]HV6;/

SAVE
$

Patented specter and hybrid optics allow for
YDULRXVFRPELQDWLRQVRIŴRRGDQGVSRWOLJKWLQJ
+LJKSXULW\DOXPLQXPKRXVLQJV

Grundies Base Layer Long Underwear

LIMITED QUANTITY!

$

2599

High Performance LED Lights

$

2/,
Order# 175226

Full-bootie construction,
breathable Airmesh™OLQLQJ
and supportive contoured
IRRWEHGZDWHUSURRI

6HDUFK&)'00+$

$

30 different items,WRWDOSLHFHV
0HHWVDOOFRPPHUFLDOUHTXLUHPHQWV

$

Order# 731678

Starting At

Search# GRD-GB

Bridge Plank Adhesive
A moisture resistant adhesive that
RIIHUVH[FHOOHQWJUHHQJUDEDQG
develops a superior,
ORQJODVWLQJERQG

$

$

3999
)5((+($7from your engine’s
closed cooling system!

)OXVKPRXQWRUGXFWHG
WR%78V

14999

+0%3/$1.$'+
Order# 758838

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.

Search# MH-
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Need health insurance?
3 months for Open Enrollment
NOV 2016
Nov 1:ϐ

2017 coverage.

Home of the best built custom lobster traps
… and the best runners! Rockbottom
The ultimate
ballast runner.
Light on the boat, but a load in the water!

Runners

JAN 2017
DEC 2016
Dec 15ǣ Jan 31ǣ
enroll for coverage 
 ͳǤ
2017 coverage.

4 plan levels available
CATASTROPHIC

And NEW!

BRONZE

$

GOLD

 
 

High
The ultimate in
trap strength

SILVER

$$$
Low

3 insurance companies on the Marketplace

Many junglewood runners come from “blow-downs”– whatever species
of trees are there, that’s what you get. You never really know what
you’re getting or how it will perform. After a long search for
the best species to use as lobster trap runners,
we’ve found what we believe to be the toughest
species from the jungle – we call it Gorilla Wood–
and that’s all we’ll sell. This wood is used for
boardwalks, aircraft carrier decking and pilings in intense
marine borer environments like the Panama Canal zone. It is a
benchmark for marine performance.
Give Gorilla Wood a try – the toughest in the jungle!

Ǥ 
ͳǦͺǦ͵ͳͷǦͷ͵ͺͻ

Ǥ
ͳǦͺͷͷǦʹͶǦͶ͵

harvardpilgrim.org
1-888-333-4742

1 penalty for no 2017 coverage
̈́ͻͷȀ
̈́͵ͶǤͷͲȀ 

OR*

ʹǤͷΨ
 

ȗ higher

Here to serve you!

Start window shopping now!
www.healthcare.gov/see-plans

Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson (207) 483-6555 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

The MLA has trained Navigators on staff
to answer your questions!
ʹͲǦͻǦͶͷͷͷ

Friendship Office: (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
Find us
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558
Find
on Facebook
Visit our website: www.friendship
ptrap
p.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

YOUR MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
Join lobstermen, sternmen, and
businesses from Cutler to Kittery
and show your support for the MLA.
Become a member today.

*
*

*
*

“The MLA is a good thing. I believe
that the dealers still have so much
pull, it’s good to belong.”
Andy Gove, Stonington

“I’m proud to be a member of the MLA.
I believe there is strength in numbers.”
Ernie Burgess, Chebeague Island

“Patrice and the entire MLA staff work really hard
to represent the industry.”
Jim Henderson, Saco

“The Beal’s family will continue
to support and be a part of the
MLA in the future.”
Sonny Beal, Beals Island

JOIN TODAY!
Maine
Lobstermen’s
Association
www.mainelobstermen.org
ʹͲǦͻǦͶͷͷͷȈ̷Ǥ
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344 207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members

Free initial consultation, review of previous tax returns

FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT

AUTOMOTIVE

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210 800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes with purchase of
a new or used vehicle.
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple drum purchases (must show current MLA card).
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014 207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631 207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143 wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626
nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com

Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654 207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES
Alliance Rubber Company
Jordan Sammons
201 Carpenter Dam Rd.
Hot Springs, AR 71913
jsammons@alliance-rubber.com
www.rubberband.com
10% off custom printed lobster bands
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 207-548-6302;
Southwest Harbor: 207-244-7870;
Rockland: 207-594-8181
Portland: 207-774-1772
Jonesport: 207-497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
GIFTS

Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional product orders.

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

HYDRAULICS

Richard Stanley Custom Boats
PO Box 275
Bass Harbor, ME 04653 207-244-3795
lorraine@richardstanleyboats.com
www.richardstanelycustomboats.com
$1,000 off final hull price with MLA membership

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605 207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com/www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38 & 44 Calvin Beal

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106 207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components & Craft cables.

DOCUMENTATION SERVICES

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Maine Design Company
68 Snow Hill Rd
Appleton, ME 04862 207-370-1088
tom@mainedesigncompany.com
www.mainedesigncompany.com
10% discount on lobster boat surveys for MLA
members who mention this listing.

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310 info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA members. Additional 5% discount with proof of
completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor
course within the last 5 years.

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530
207-443-1316 lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members
ELECTRONICS
Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841 207-691-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz/www.midcoastmarine.com

10% off list price on all marine electronic products.

INSURANCE

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101 207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com
Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES

Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com
Chicken of the Sea Frozen Foods
20 Ladd St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-2220
adaughan@cosff.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com

Milton Cat
16 Pleasant Hill Rd
Scarborough, ME 04070
stewart_tuttle@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts. New
propeller discounts vary.
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360 508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, and
related items, sales and repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES

Knuckle & Claw
2715 Main St.
Santa Monica, CA 90405
3112 West Sunset Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90026
chloe@knuckleclaw.com
www.knuckleclaw.com

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

RESTAURANTS

Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street, Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
Quahog Lobster Co.
Robert Waddle
5 Lobster Lane
Harpswell, ME 04079 207-725-6222
rwaddle@comcast.net
Red Lobster Seafood Co.
Anthony Armesto
450 S Orange Ave, Suite 800
Orlando, FL 32801
aarmesto@redlobster.com
www.redlobster.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357 207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Coop
275 Island Rd
South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

info@appliedrefrigeration.com

www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

Barnacle Billys Inc.
PO Box 837
Ogunquit , ME 03907
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

207-646-5575

The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of MLA membership.
Discount can be combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861 207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at Friendship
store. Cannot be added to other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA members
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opens northward to the Tsugaru Strait, between the islands of Honshu and
Hokkaido. About 600 vessels are involved in the scallop industry on Mutsu Bay
alone; approximately 2,000 individuals have on-the-water employment there.
In many cases, these are family operations and the boat crew will commonly
consist of a husband and wife and one or more of their children.
Mutsu Bay produces roughly 90,000 metric tons of scallops annually (the
Japanese scallop is Patinopecten yessoensis, also referred to as the Ezo scallop), compared to approximately 400,000 metric tons produced in Hokkaido.
These weights are reckoned for whole, in-shell product. The Aomori industry
is principally made up of suspended culture —lantern nets, pearl nets and earhanging — and the bottom-seeding method is more common in Hokkaido. The
suspension-culture sector is fully mechanized, and that mechanization was a
principal reason for our visit.
The manufacturer and inventor of many of these machines is Hiroaki Sugiyama,
owner of Mutsu Kaden Tokki Co., Ltd. Mr. Sugiyama and his sons have been
creating and improving specialized machinery for the scallop industry for over
40 years now. A group of Mainers visiting Aomori in 2010 were introduced to
him and his work and his visit to Maine in 2014 confirmed the possibilities that
ear-hanging technology has promise here.
The method itself is simple but labor-intensive, hence the mechanization. Wild
seed scallops are gathered using spat collectors, identical to those that have
been in use in Maine for
nearly two decades now.
Collectors consist of bags
roughly the size of a pillowcase and made of plastic mesh. The bag mesh
size is about 3.0mm and
the inside of the bag is
filled with a different type
of plastic mesh, called
Netron. Larval scallops
are carried into the bag
by the currents, and settle on the Netron filling,
where they go through a
Scallop aquaculture is largely a family
metamorphosis, becomoperation in Aomori. D. Morse photo.
ing scallop seed. Once the

Lobster
Trap Tree
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$50 For Two Chances
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50 Lobster Traps
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Lobster Trap Tree

Only 500 Tickets Sold
Proceeds from the Lobster Trap Tree
Support Rockland Main Street, Inc.'s
Community Events! 501(c)(3)
Taking the Lead to Keep Rockland
the Heart of the Community.
rocklandmainstreet.com
on fb: Rockland Main Street

Drawing is January 4th, 2017
Locations to Purchase tickets are:
Brooks Trap Mill, Hamilton Marine,
Camden National Bank, and First National Bank

scallop seed grow for a while, they become too big to escape through the outer
bag. A single collector can easily retain 1,000-3,000 scallops or more in Maine,
but in Aomori there are recorded incidences of a single collector retaining over
one million scallop larvae — a benefit of both the local oceanography and the
nearby presence of so many spawning scallops on the farms. Settlement season
is different in Aomori and Maine; Japanese collectors go out from April to May,
whereas collectors are commonly deployed in coastal Maine waters from midSeptember through mid-October.
In Japan when the scallops are removed from the collectors, they are usually
about 1-2 cm in size and must grow some more in what’s usually referred to
as a nursery system. Japanese nursery culture consists mostly of pearl nets,
pyramidal nets that hang in strings from a horizontal longline. Since P. yessoensis grows quickly, the time in the nursery is fairly short, usually about five
months or so. The nursery phase is a lot shorter than for our native sea scallop
(Placopecten magellanicus), which is not an impossible situation to overcome,
for those who may be thinking about scallop aquaculture in Maine. The goal is
to achieve a 50-70mm shell length at which point the scallops can be put onto
ear-hanging lines or set onto the bottom for final grow-out.
Our group was interested in learning more about the ear-hanging technique.
Ear-hanging works on the premise that by maximizing the scallops’ ability to
feed and by keeping them away from predators, growth is maximized and mortality is minimized. It appears to work for Mutsu Bay fishermen, because there
are a lot of successful Japanese businesses in the area and plenty of new vessels and new gear to be seen. (Note: In keeping with Japanese tradition most
of the people met on the trip were referred to by others as fishermen, and they
referred to themselves that way also.)
The ear-hanging (mimi-zuri, in Japanese)
arrangement is simple but uses an odd
mix of machinery and manual work to
accomplish the various tasks. The main
element of the production system is the
longline (also referred to as a “backline”),
a rope held horizontally in the water at
a certain depth and maintained there
by anchors and surface buoys. Backline
is commonly 28mm nylon line, used because of its strength and stretch — these
lines take a lot of tension.
From this longline are hung dropper lines
and strings of nursery gear such as the
pearl nets (lantern nets are used too, more
for growing larger scallops) or dropper
lines that are used for grow-out to larger Scallop with drill hole in upper
sizes. The dropper lines are either braided right corner. D. Morse photo.
rope with plastic pins at intervals (called
“age-pins,” pronounced ah-gay), or lines
with monofilament loops (called “loop cord” lines); both are in common use.
To get the scallops onto either age-pins or loop cords, a hole is drilled through
the upper shell, near the hinge of the scallop. The target area for drilling is the
byssal notch of the lower shell. By drilling through only one shell, tissue damage
is minimized, and growth is not badly affected. There are a variety of machines
that can do this step, but they all involve a high-speed drill and a hardened drill
bit of about 1.5mm diameter. Once the hole is drilled through the shell, the scallops are either attached by hand or in some cases the drilling machine will also
attach the scallops to the pin. Both methods are widely used.
Loop cords are used because growth appears to be faster with them than on
age-pins and labor for stringing the scallops is thought to be less costly. The
loop cord allows a line of monofilament to be passed through the drill holes
of the scallop and keeps it tight enough so that the scallops don’t tangle —
like fishing line going through the ferrules of a fishing rod. Scallops are usually
strung two per gap between the loops, or about six per running foot, compared
to four per running foot for age-pins.
Once the scallops are attached to the lines, the dropper lines are tied onto the
backline. It’s common to have 80-100 pins per line, so the droppers can be 40
or 50 feet long. The backline floats at about 15 feet below the surface, so some
depth is needed for the whole arrangement; otherwise, the droplines would drag
on the seabed and would become easy targets for climbing starfish and crabs.
Scallops grow on these lines for 12 to 24 months, during which time they are
cleaned by machine once or twice per year. The cleaning machine uses highpressure water to get rid of fouling organisms and can manage a dropline of
100 pins in about two minutes. It’s expensive but effective, and virtually all the
boats in the Japanese industry have such equipment aboard.
Given the early work with the ear-hanging method in Maine, it’s not at all unreasonable to think about growing a 2.- or 2.5-inch scallop to 4 inches within about
12 months from drilling, or a 5-inch shell within 24 months. Meat weights are
projected to be 20-count after a year and 15 count after two years, though further data collection will clarify this. Longlines are commonly 200 meters long
and will have 400-600 drop lines, each carrying up to 200 scallops. In such an
Continued on page 17
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Memories continued from page 1

several years later on one wall of our living room in [our] house … At that time
the library was considered special and something new for the people to enjoy.
I remember the snow… It was great sliding from our house down to Seaside
Hall. Of course the road then went down what we called the ‘steep’ hill. The area
where the road is now used to be a pasture for animals in the summer. Snow
banks many times were up over the fence so we could ski and toboggan over
them. One snow bank in our driveway was as tall as my mother and she was 5
foot 8 inches tall.
My father first started as a lobster fisherman and probably helped his father
build and repair boats. By the 30’s he was able to get a dragger for flounders,
haddock, and such. The lobster fishermen sold their lobsters to Maynard
Herrick who had a large ‘Car’ near Ross Joyce’s wharf. Maynard then sold them
to a dealer from the mainland.
Several winters during those years we could watch people ice boating on the
frozen cove. Apparently it froze up more frequently than now. Only the very
brave people went out on the ice though.
Children were not bored as we always found something interesting to do.
Besides sliding on our sleds in the winter, we often went skating on a couple

A lobster pound in winter.
Penobscot Marine Museum photo LB 2005.24.18951.
new pair of shoes. What a change from the first day of school now. At Christmas
girls would look forward to maybe new doll clothes. Everything hand made. If
we were lucky we got a new dress and coat or snowsuit.
Once a year we would go to Rockland – that is, mothers and children – to buy
a few needed things. Maybe go to a dentist, or purchase some household items
and usually get a small gift for a playmate.
Every Sunday my Mother and I went to church and Sunday school with our
neighbors. Sunday afternoon was our most special meal of the week. Maybe
roast chicken or duck, or occasionally a wild bird — I can’t remember the name,
but it had a stronger flavor.
[On Christmas Eve] the rest of the family was getting the Christmas presents
ready at our grandmother’s house. The name tags were on the Christmas tree
so we had to follow the ribbon to find the package, a tradition still carried out
in some parts of our extended family today.
Althea Joyce Jewett

The winter took hold earlier in decades past.
Penobscot Marine Museum photo LB 2005.24.15696 .
of nearby ponds that were not so deep so were always safe for us. At times we
would go to Warren’s house where there was a record player – the kind with a
record shaped like a tin can. The speaker was a beautiful blue, big and coneshaped. Also in the winter we enjoyed riding on a horse drawn sleigh carrying
wood from the woods from the ‘Cross Roads’ area. Clyde Torrey had horses
then so he may have been the man who let us enjoy the rides.

Happy Holidays
From your friends at

Children were happy to get one new outfit, such as a dress for the girls and a
Scallops continued from page 16

instance, a 200-meter line may easily have upwards of 50,000 scallops aboard,
and at 20/pound and a $14/per pound value, that’s $35K of product potentially
coming from one line (Caution -- this is farming, and nothing is guaranteed!)
The Maine delegation visited with scientists, the equipment specialists at
Mutsu Kaden Tokki Co., and with several fishermen in the Hiranai Fisheries
Cooperative, which is the largest co-op on Mutsu Bay. In coming weeks and
months, more outcomes from this trip will occur, as what we learned is put
into practice more fully and as we gather more information on ear-hanging as
a potential method for scallop culture in Maine.
This trip to Mr. Sugiyama’s part of the world was made possible both through
the United States Japan Foundation and through funding by Maine Technology
Institute. The MTI Cluster Development Award will also support the purchase
of a limited amount of ear-hanging equipment, to jump-start the pilot-scale
production of scallops via this method.
Members of the 2016 delegation from Maine to Aomori:
Sebastian Belle - Maine Aquaculture Association
Bob Brewer - F/V Lindsay Marie, Stonington
Marsden Brewer - F/V Lindsay Marie, Stonington
Hugh Cowperthwaite - Coastal Enterprises, Inc
Chris Davis - Maine Aquaculture Innovation Center/Pemaquid Oyster Co.
Gordon “Skip” Connell - Spruce Head
Don Hudson - Maine Aomori Sister State Advisory Council
Matt Morett - Wild Ocean Aquaculture / Bangs Island Mussels
Dana Morse - Maine Sea Grant / Univ. of Maine Cooperative Extension
Nate Perry - Pine Point Oyster Co.
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ENROLLING IN ACA HEALTH INSURANCE IS EASY!
By Alisha Keezer
When you look back at the past four years, one thing is certain: a lot has changed
since the first open enrollment for health insurance through the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) in 2013! The enrollment application is shorter; the Marketplace
website has changed significantly; and lots of families have gained health insurance. Throughout the years, however, one thing has remained the same:
you have always had the opportunity to get help enrolling from someone who
knows the process. Health insurance “Navigators” have helped many people
understand the process of gaining and retaining affordable health insurance.

the benefits of each plan and what it
covers. MLA Navigators can help you
compare plans based on what’s important to you, choosing the combination
of price and coverage that best fits your
needs and budget.

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) has been assisting lobstermen
with health insurance enrollment since November, 2013, when the Health
Insurance Marketplace was launched. MLA Navigators make themselves available for phone consultations during the evening hours or on weekends when
lobstermen are at home. For some, this is the first time they are getting health
insurance. MLA Navigators take the time to walk them through the process; no
one will be rushed.

The Marketplace has new plans and
prices every year, so it is worthwhile to
work with an MLA Navigator to review
your options each year. If you haven’t
been successful in finding a good health
insurance plan in the past, there may
be new options this year that work better for you. If you already have health
insurance, a Navigator can make sure
the plan you have is still the best fit for
you using the window shopping tool.

Open enrollment for 2017 through the Health Insurance Marketplace started on November 1, and continues through January 31, 2017. Coverage, however, doesn’t start immediately.

Already have a 2016 Marketplace plan?
This is the time to make changes to your
plan.

•

If you sign up between Nov. 1 and Dec. 15, 2016, your coverage will start
Jan. 1, 2017.

•

If you sign up between Dec. 16, 2016, and Jan. 15, 2017, your coverage will
start Feb. 1, 2017.

•

If you sign up between Jan. 16 and Jan. 31, 2017, your coverage will start
March 1, 2017.

Enrollment Process
MLA’s Navigators pride themselves on making enrollment in health coverage
easy. Our enrollment approach is a multi-step process:
During the first interaction, our Navigators provide basic information about the
Health Insurance Marketplace, explain the consumer’s responsibility in choosing a health insurance plan, walk through the Health Insurance Marketplace
window shopping tool and answer questions. This can be done simply by calling the MLA office during open enrollment.
The window shopping tool allows you to preview and compare 2017 health
insurance plan coverage and pricing before you apply. This allows you to see

Alisha Keezer is the MLA’s
health insurance Navigator.
She can be reached at 9674555 or alisha@mainelobstermen.org.

It’s still important to compare plans and prices for 2017. Our Navigators can
help you compare 2017 health plans and prices against your current coverage,
update your application with any household or income changes, and enroll in
a plan. New and more affordable health plans may be available this year, so
don’t miss out on savings for 2017. Your 2016 plan must send you a notice of
any changes it will make for 2017. Make sure to open this mail and see what it
means for you.
After that, the Navigator will provide the consumer with a packet of information including eligibility determination and then schedule an enrollment appointment either face to face or through remote computer access.
The MLA offers in-person appointments through remote computer access
(using gotomeeting). This has allowed us to overcome many of the challenges
posed by the geography of the coast and to enroll consumers at times which are
convenient for them. Gotomeeting is a screen-share program that is accessed
by having a web link sent to your email address. After completing the application during your appointment, you will select a plan, and a Navigator will make
sure that you understand the steps to take following your enrollment.
Once the enrollment appointment is over, the Navigator will compile all the
necessary documents for your health insurance plan and other useful handouts to mail to you. And once you are enrolled, MLA Navigators will follow up
with you during the year, so you have the support you need to stay covered.
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The Navigator will do follow-up phone calls to ensure consumers understand
the policy and how to make payments and update their Health Insurance
Marketplace account. They also make sure that consumers are taking advantage of their health insurance services.
If you have questions about your options, you can meet one-on-one for free
with one of the MLA Navigators. Please contact the MLA at 207-967-4555 or
email alisha@mainelobstermen.org.

NORTHEAST HARBOR SAYS “NO”
TO CRUISE SHIPS
by Melissa Waterman
In Northeast Harbor, the town’s selectmen have decided that bigger is not necessarily better. In November, the board of selectmen voted unanimously against
allowing American Cruise Lines to anchor in town waters next summer, after
a visit by the company’s 325-foot vessel Pearl Mist in September raised hackles
among local lobstermen and residents.
The neighboring town of Bar Harbor, by contrast, has seen the number of cruise
ships in Frenchboro Bay grow dramatically. Bar Harbor was visited by 105
cruise ships this year, which brought more than 158,000 people into the small
town. Portland had only 70 ships in its harbor in 2015, bringing approximately
100,000 people to the city.
After the brief visit of the Pearl Mist, local residents grew concerned that the
small-town character of Northeast Harbor would be damaged if additional ships
made a call each season. Local lobstermen were angry about the real damage
they suffered from the transit of the enormous vessel. Jack Merrill from Isleford
was irate at the state of his lobster gear after the ship departed. “Well, it’s total
devastation, there’s nothing left,” he said in a newspaper interview. Between 20
and 25 lobstermen fish in the waters around Northeast Harbor. They argued
that having cruise ships move through would pose significant safety hazards
not only to themselves but also to the many recreational boaters who use the
waters in the summer and fall. The Maine Lobstermen’s Association wrote a
letter in support of lobstermen’s concerns.

er. NEFSC
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UNIFORM DOUBLE TAGGING IN THE WORKS FOR 2017
By Penelope Overton
First published in the Portland Press Herald, reprinted with permission
Maine lobstermen will have to put a second tag on all traps set outside their local fishing zone starting next June. The Maine Department of Marine Resources
Advisory Council approved a double-tagging proposal Thursday [November
10]. Fishermen in four of the state’s seven lobster management zones already
had to put second tags on out-of-zone traps, but with this approval the doubletagging rule must now be followed by boat captains all along the state’s 3,500mile coastline.
The rule was sought by the Maine Marine Patrol to make it easier for officers to
enforce fishing boundaries and curb costly trap wars. According to state rules,
lobstermen can set up to 49 percent of their traps outside of the fishing zone
where they are licensed. But without a second tag, Marine Patrol officers had
trouble enforcing that rule unless they hauled and tracked half of an individual
lobsterman’s traps.
Since many commercial lobstermen are allowed to fish up to 800 traps, the marine patrol would have to enlist two or three officers and two or three vessels
to haul 393 lobster traps to prove that a lobsterman was setting too many traps
outside the zone where he is licensed to fish. The marine patrol would do that
when it got a complaint, but fishermen knew that it was a time-consuming and
costly process not likely to happen very often.

Under the new rule, the marine patrol would only have to haul one out-of-zone
trap that didn’t have a second tag to prove that a lobsterman was breaking
the 49/51 rule. In practice, the marine patrol would haul more than one trap,
maybe even several dozen, to learn if a fisherman had accidentally set a trap
out of zone or to confirm that an out-of-zone tag hadn’t simply come off in
rough waters.
June 1 is the date when lobstermen switch to a new tag year. Primary tags cost
50 cents each. Out-of-zone tags will cost 10 cents each.
Some lobstermen support double-tagging, saying it prevents people from
roaming the coast and fishing in another lobsterman’s turf, but others say that
double-tagging is an administrative hassle for lobstermen who live along the
zone boundaries. They say zone lines were created as political boundaries – to
give lobstermen a voice in the management of the fishery – that have since
turned into permanent fishing boundaries.
Eight members of the advisory council voted in favor of double-tagging, state
officials said. One member, fisherman Michael Love of North Yarmouth, abstained. A few council members who represent areas where double-tagging is
already required didn’t attend the meeting, saying the new rule didn’t affect the
daily lives of their constituents.

Transfer continued from page 1

by the Legislature, however, the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) must
maintain a separate waiting list for those commercial lobstermen who wish
to change zones. The problem then becomes, what is a fair way to allow those
lobstermen into zones which have existing waiting lists?
“The Department committed to getting input from the seven Lobster Zone
Councils regarding how this system should be created and administered,”
explained Sarah Cotnoir, resource management coordinator within DMR. At
each of the zone council meetings held during September, Cotnoir posed two
questions to council members: how should a transfer into a particular zone
occur and should license holders have to meet any particular criteria to be eligible for transfer?
Council members discussed two different approaches for creating a fair system. The first is to create a single list of all lobstermen who want to transfer
to a different zone. Each April, when DMR is reviewing entry into the zones,
staff would go through the list and determine if there were any matches – for
example, a Zone F lobsterman who wants to fish in Zone G and a Zone G lobsterman who wants to fish in Zone F. Under this system, there would be no
net increase in the number of lobstermen in any zone. However, if there aren’t
equal matches among the zones, some lobstermen could be left waiting until
a match is found.

enter a given zone, then one transfer lobsterman could also enter that zone.
“This system would ensure some movement on the transfer list,” said Cotnoir.
Lobstermen are not known for being of one mind on any given topic. And there
are 80 zone council members serving on the seven zones from Eastport to
Kittery. So it’s no surprise that there was no consensus of opinion among the
zones after their meetings in September.
“There weren’t too many other ideas on how this could work,” Cotnoir said.
“The next opportunity to provide input on creating this system will be at the
meetings of those zone councils that meet in December.” Next spring, DMR will
adopt final regulations to govern how transfers are administered. Prior to that,
public hearings will be held at which lobstermen can make additional comments.

The other approach would allow a transfer to take place using a formula based
on the number of new lobstermen allowed into a zone. That number would vary
depending on the waiting list of each zone. If, for example, five new lobstermen

Jacobson continued from page 3

ability to extract value from Maine lobster. For the summer of 2016, the effort
went as well as we could hope. We should celebrate our success and we should
be proud of our effort and our industry.
But we are already planning next season and how we can drive even more demand for Maine lobster and our industry. It’s on to 2017!
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Atlantic Menhaden Board
The Atlantic Menhaden Management Board set fishery specifications for the
2017 fishing year, approved a Public Information Document (PID) for Draft
Amendment 3, and approved nominations to the Atlantic Menhaden Advisory
Panel (AP) during the October meeting. The Board approved a total allowable
catch (TAC) for the 2017 fishing season of 200,000 mt, a 6.45% increase from the
2016 TAC. According to Technical Committee analysis this increase has a zero
percent probability of resulting in overfishing. The TAC will be made available to
the states based on the state‐by‐state allocation established by Amendment 2.

Management Area (LCMA) 3 (offshore waters), since the LCMA contains both
the Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank and SNE stocks. Following review of the document, the Board decided to provide an opportunity for industry input through
the Lobster Conservation Management Teams (LCMTs) prior to approving
the document for public comment. States submitted industry comments by
November 30 ;these will be reviewed by a subset of Commissioners and the
Plan Development Team. The Board will consider approving Draft Addendum
XXV for public comment in February, 2017.
ASMFC Law Enforcement Committee

Additionally, the Board approved the Public Information Document (PID) for
Menhaden Draft Amendment 3. The PID is available on www.asmfc.org, and a
public hearing is scheduled in Portland on December 13.

The Law Enforcement Committee (LEC) met over two days during the 2016 annual meeting of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) in
Bar Harbor, Maine.

Jonah Crab Management

ASMFC staff briefed the LEC on development of an addendum to address the
Southern New England stock. One issue of concern was the possible increase
in regulatory complexity in offshore harvest areas due to enforcement limitations. The LEC will review and comment on proposed management measures
as they are developed.

The ASMFC American Lobster Management Board approved Draft Addendum
II to the Jonah Crab Fishery Management Plan (FMP) for public comment. The
Draft Addendum considers establishing a coastwide standard for claw harvest
to address concerns regarding the equity of the current claw provision. Specific
options include establishing a whole crab fishery or allowing for the harvest of
claws coastwide. It also considers establishing a definition of bycatch, based on
a percent composition of catch, in order to minimize the expansion of a small‐
scale fishery under the bycatch allowance. A public hearing on the Amendment
is scheduled for December 13 at 6 p.m. at Casco Bay Lines in Portland.
Lobster Harvester Reporting
The American Lobster Management Board explored ideas to improve harvester
reporting data reviewed goals and recommendations proposed by the Lobster
Reporting Work Group. These included a higher percentage of harvester reporting, the collection of additional data on trap hauls, soak time, and gear
configuration, and the incorporation of VMS on lobster vessels. The Board will
consider the initiation of an addendum in February, 2017, to comprehensively
examine reporting in the fishery.
The Board also reviewed Draft Addendum XXV, which seeks to address the
poor condition of the Southern New England (SNE) lobster stock. Results of
the 2015 stock assessment found the SNE stock to be depleted, with record
low abundance and recruitment. The Board initiated Addendum XXV to increase egg production and reduce fishing mortalityThe document also considers where these management measures should apply in Lobster Conservation

The Lobster Enforcement Subcommittee reported on its work to identify and
recommend enhancements to existing enforcement efforts for the lobster trap
fishery. The subcommittee was formed to proactively address enforcement
needs in response to trap limitation programs and increasing activity in more
remote waters.
The LEC reviewed a draft ASMFC letter requesting that NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement increase its priority ranking for American lobster. The ranking is
important to providing federal reimbursement to states for enforcement activities targeting the fishery and must be submitted for consideration in planning
for 2018‐2023 priorities.
The LEC continued a discussion of the limitations of enforcement vessels for
reaching and checking offshore lobster trap lines. Where enforcement actions
have occurred, untagged traps are being discovered. The United States Coast
Guard District 5 considers American lobster a priority species for their work,
but they are not set up to pull and check traps on their vessels. In addition to
increased federal funding to support enforcement efforts, the LEC concluded
that the next best area to focus on would be the establishment of a vessel monitoring system for the lobster fishery.
Shrimp Fishery Remains Closed for 2017
The Commission’s Northern Shrimp Section extended the moratorium on commercial shrimp fishing in response to the depleted condition of the northern
shrimp population. The Section also approved a 53 metric ton (mt) research
set aside to allow for the continued collection of much-needed biological data.
The 2016 Stock Status Report for Gulf of Maine (GOM) Northern Shrimp indicates abundance and biomass indices for 2012–2016 are the lowest on record
of the 33-year time series. Recruitment indices for the 2010–2015 year classes
are also poor and include the three smallest year classes on record. Current
harvestable biomass is almost entirely composed of the 2013 year class.

Own a piece of history!
Visit our museum online
www.penobscotmarinemuseum.org
80,000 historic photographs
A photograph iƐĂƉĞƌĨĞĐƚŐŝŌ͊

Route One
Searsport, Maine 04974
207-548-2529
www.penobscotmarinemuseum.org

To maintain the time series of data collected from the northern shrimp commercial fishery, a cooperative winter sampling program was approved with a
53 mt quota. This program allows for the continued collection of biological
data (e.g. size composition, egg hatch timing) in the Gulf of Maine. This winter
ten trawlers (eight from Maine trawlers, one from Massachusetts, and one from
New Hampshire) and five trap fishermen, will fish for eight weeks, from midJanuary to mid-March. The trawlers will have a maximum trip limit of 1,200
pounds per trip, with one trip per week, while the trappers will have a maximum possession limit of 500 pounds per week, with a 40-trap limit per vessel. Preference will be given to individuals in the lottery with double Nordmore
grates who have shrimp fishing history prior to the June 7, 2011 control date.
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NEW FACES ON MAINE’S LOBSTER ZONE COUNCILS
MaineLobsterZoneCouncilMembers(electionresultsasof7/29/2016)
Namesshadedingrayreflectthewinnersofthe2016election.Congratulations!!!

ZoneA

district

1

ZoneB

ZoneC

ZoneD

JohnDrouin(’18)
259Ͳ3949
BrianCates(’19)
259Ͳ7785
RobertIngalls(’19)
255Ͳ3418


MarkBennett(‘17)
422Ͳ6470


DavidTarr (’18)
359Ͳ6538
VACANT

MichaelDawson(’19)
563Ͳ1562

JamesHanscom(’19)
266Ͳ3146


AndrewLadd (’18)
326Ͳ8344

3

ErnestKellySr(’17)
497Ͳ5689


RichardHowland(’17)
460Ͳ3016


TedAmes (’19)
367Ͳ2473

4

DwightCarver(‘19)
497Ͳ2895


RobertRay (’18)
479Ͳ7240

5

JasonTyler(’18)
497Ͳ3262


HiltonTurner (’17)
367Ͳ2462

AlfredMcLaughlin (’19)
372Ͳ8927

6

EricBeal(’17)
546Ͳ2989


DavidHorner(’18)
244Ͳ5980
JohnStanley(’19)
244Ͳ7599
AdamLawson(’19)
244Ͳ7343
ChristopherGoodwin(’18)
460Ͳ5344
JasonJoyce(’18)
526Ͳ4109


FernaldPoland (’18)
529Ͳ4308
ShannonHarvey (’19)

JamesWotton(’18)
832Ͳ7242
ErnestWallace (’19)
832Ͳ5391
DonaldYoung(’17)
354Ͳ6404

CoreyBeverage (’19)
867Ͳ4715

JoshuaMiller(’17)
372Ͳ6997

DennisSargentSr(’17)
546Ͳ2005


WyattBeal(’19)
244Ͳ0765


MichaelHunt(’18)
963Ͳ7559





JacobThompson (’17)
863Ͳ9387
RileyPoole (’17)
863Ͳ4629
DanielMacDonald(’19)
335Ͳ5577
JeffreyJonesJr (’17)
542Ͳ4864





10





11





12





leg



RepBrianHubbell
288Ͳ3947

2

7

8
9

ZoneF

ZoneG

EricGilliam (’19)
389Ͳ2572
BryanKelley (’17)
837Ͳ8997
JohnTarbox(‘17)
442Ͳ8442


ZoneE

LymanKennedy (’18)
781Ͳ4662
GerardGrondin (’19)
831Ͳ8128
DavidJohnson(’17)
766Ͳ3318

ChristopherEager(’17)
451Ͳ0600

StevenTaylor(‘17)
439Ͳ4182

JonathanHodgdon (’18)
633Ͳ6277


JeffPutnam (‘17)
846Ͳ9031

BradParady(‘18)
752Ͳ6293

AndrewHawke(’18)
380Ͳ6804


EricAnderson (‘17)
766Ͳ9711

AndrewHallinan (’19)
633Ͳ5483
NicholasPage(’17)
380Ͳ5295
VACANT

WillisSpear(‘17)
846Ͳ9279

MatthewNowell(‘17)
363Ͳ3761
NathanielMarshallIII(’19)
363Ͳ1570
ZacharyDonnell (’19)
451Ͳ8058


ErikWaterman (‘18)
542Ͳ5225
DouglasMcLennan(’17)
594Ͳ7945
KevinGlover (‘17)
594Ͳ0829
RichardWhitman(’17)
594Ͳ8948



MichaelHutchins (‘17)
763Ͳ3983
WayneCanning(‘17)
338Ͳ4601
RyanPost(’17)
542Ͳ9316

DonaldBickford (’18)
677Ͳ2994


RepWalterKumiegaIII
348Ͳ2548


ChesterRice (’19)
563Ͳ3661
CharlesPlummer (’18)
644Ͳ8706


Lobster Bands

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”

We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

ScottDoherty(’18)
883Ͳ6290
JodieJordan(‘19)
799Ͳ7743

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

ChrisNunan (’18)
284Ͳ3034
CodyNunan (‘17)
710Ͳ6580
RandallDesmarais (’18)
284Ͳ5479
JamesHenderson (’18)
468Ͳ4363



SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

LaurinBrooks(’19)
985Ͳ2394



HYDRO-SLAVE

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

DonaldUlrickson(’19)
865Ͳ6560
HughBowen (’18)
319Ͳ7299
GlennRogers (’18)
833Ͳ5240
JamesKnight (‘18)
833Ͳ6423
RogerAllard (’17)
725Ͳ2330
RichardNichols(’19)
389Ͳ2468
TimothyMorong (’19)
844Ͳ4701

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the
pallet. We also offer wholesale and volume
discounts. Call and ask to speak to a salesman.
Select or
Stainless Steel
Maine Lobster
Gauges

Small and Large
Banding Tools

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692
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In the
NEWS
LOBSTERMEN CHARGED WITH FISHING TOO MANY TRAPS,
OTHERS’ TAGS
The Department of Marine Resources Marine Patrol charged Brian Tarbox of
Spruce Head in November with fishing 156 lobster traps more than he was authorized to fish. Tarbox has also been charged with fishing lobster traps that
contain tags not registered to his vessel. In addition to fines, Tarbox faces the
possibility of a suspension of his lobster license.
The violation was uncovered during a routine patrol in October. After inspecting Tarbox’s traps the Marine Patrol officer discovered that they included tags
that belonged to another license holder, Eric Caswell of Lewiston. That discovery led Marine Patrol to haul all of Tarbox’s traps when the extra 156 traps were
found. Also charged as a result of the investigation was Tarbox’s son Samuel of
Spruce Head. Samuel Tarbox has been charged with fishing lobster traps that
contain tags not registered to his vessel. In addition to the fine, he also faces the
possibility of license suspension.

LOBSTER TRAP TREE OF MEMORIES
On December 1, the Barrington, Nova Scotia, Lobster Trap Christmas Tree was
lighted up once again. The tree is built each year of hundreds of recycled lobster
traps and decorated with buoys, each with the name of a fisherman who was
lost at sea. The tradition of the lobster pot tree began in 2009. In 2014 people
within the southwest Nova Scotian community began donating buoys, each
marked with the name of a father, son, brother, friend or other loved one who
had been lost at sea, to decorate the tree. More than 70 buoys donated in remembrance were hung on the lobster trap tree last year.

BAY OF FUNDY TIDAL TURBINE SET IN PLACE
A 1,000-ton tidal turbine is now operating on the Bay of Fundy seabed near
Parrsboro, Nova Scotia, the first step for a test project demonstrating the
mechanism’s potential. The project is called Cape Sharp Tidal, a joint venture
between Emera Inc. and OpenHydro.
The turbine is connected to the region’s electrical power grid through a subsea
cable and is expected to generate enough electricity to supply 1,000 homes.
Eventually the company plans to install a pair of 2-megawatt in-stream tidal
turbines at the testing site, in what would become North America’s first tidal
array connected to an electrical grid. The Cape Sharp project is one of several
that plan to test different turbine technologies in the Bay of Fundy, which has
some of the world’s most powerful tides. Installation of the tidal turbine was
fought vigorously but unsuccessfully by the Bay of Fundy Inshore Fishermen’s
Association.

Photo courtesy of the Shelburne County Coast Guard.
REGULATORS EXPAND SCALLOP ALLOCATION
The New England Fishery Management Council approved rules in November
to increase the quota for scallops to 47 million pounds for the fishing year that
begins in spring 2017. The new projection represents a slight increase from the
2016 rules, which allow fishermen to catch 46.9 million pounds. The 2016 quota
is a 30% increase above the 36 million pounds of scallops fishermen landed in
2015. Regulators are also allowing fishermen slightly more access to limited
scallop fishing areas; vessels can make four trips to the limited areas in 2017,
one more than in 2016.
NEW NORTHEAST FISHERIES SCIENCE CENTER HEAD NAMED
NOAA appointed Jonathan A. Hare as the new science and research director for
NOAA’s Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) in late October. As director, Dr. Hare will continue planning, developing, and managing a multidisciplinary program of basic and applied research on the living marine resources
of the Northeast Continental Shelf Ecosystem, from the Gulf of Maine to Cape
Hatteras. He will lead NOAA Fisheries’ five northeastern labs and field stations. Dr. Hare has held various positions with NOAA Fisheries for more than
two decades. Most recently, he served as supervisory research oceanographer
and acting ecosystems processes division chief for the NEFSC Narragansett
Laboratory. In this role he managed division research while also managing personnel and research resources for five different locations.
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Don’t forget to check out our expanded calendar at www.mainelobstermen.org. You can
find more information, links, and photos. And let us know if you have upcoming events.
December 2-3
Penobscot Marine Museum Victorian Christmas,
Searsport. FMI:548-2829.
December 2
Kennebunkport tree lighting ceremony, 5:30 p.m.,
Dock Square, Kennebunk.
December 5
Health Insurance Enrollment, 4:30-6:30 p.m.,
Midcoast School of Technology, Rockland. FMI:
467-4555.
December 6
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative meeting,
1 p.m., Island Institute, Rockland.
MLA Board meeting, 5 p.m, Darby’s restaurant,
Belfast.
Zone D Council meeting, 6 p.m., Rockland Ferry
Terminal.
December 7-8
New England Fishery Management Council,
Herring Workshop, all day, Portsmouth, NH. FMI:
978-465-0492.
December 10
Health Insurance Enrollment, 10 a.m.-noon,
Waldo County Hospital, Belfast.

December 14
Zone A, 5 p.m., Washington Academy Library,
East Machias
ASMFC Jonah Crab and Menhaden
Management Plans public hearing, 6-9 p.m.,
Casco Bay Lines conference room, Portland.
December 15
Health Insurance Enrollment, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Rockland Public Library. FMI: 467-4555.
Deadline for application to second Maine
Lobster Leadership Institute. FMI: 967-4555.
Zone B, 6 p.m., Mount Desert Island High
School Library.
Upcoming
January 4
MLA Board meeting, noon, Darby’s restaurant, Belfast.
January 19-23
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
Annual Weekend, Falmouth, MA.
January 24-26
New England Fisheries Management Council
meeting, Portsmouth, NH.

Jolly Family Jamboree, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Maine
Maritime Museum, Bath. FMI: 443-1316.

January 31
Deadline for enrollment in ACA health insurance for 2017. FMI: 467-4555.

December 12
Zone C, 6 p.m., Deer Isle-Stonington High School
Cafeteria.

January 31-February 2
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
meeting, Alexandria, VA.

BOATS FOR BIKES PROJECT PEDALS ONWARD
by Paul Desaulniers, Oceanside High School
Each December, students at Oceanside High School in Rockland gather food
and toys for local families in need. These items are then passed on to the
Salvation Army and the U.S. Marine Corp’s Toys for Tots program. In 2015, seven juniors decided they wanted to do more for four young boys of a local family.
They wanted to give them bicycles.

The remarkable generosity of individuals in the mid-coast area inspired this
same group, now high school seniors, to continue Boats for Bikes this year.
This time the goal is to give away 300 bicyles. The seniors have been working
throughout the year to make this goal happen. Donations of new children’s bikes
or monetary donations can be made to Boats for Bikes, Oceanside High School,
400 Broadway, Rockland, Maine or at your local branch of The First Bank.

Since the juniors themselves were short on cash, the suggestion was made to
approach the lobstermen for whom these students had worked as sternmen
the previous summer to see if they would donate bicycles. At that moment
Boats for Bikes was born.
Word of the students’ project spread among Spruce Head lobster boats and
other local fishing fleets and communities. The local branch of The First bank
joined in to set up accounts for accepting donations of bikes and cash. The
whole effort was conceived, carried through and completed in seven very hectic days last year.
All the bikes were distributed through the local grammar schools, to children
identified by the school principals. The students had hoped to give away four
bikes when they started out. Instead, they ended up giving 92 mid-coast children truly memorable holidays with the gift of a new bicycle. And to ensure
safe riding, the Rockland Kiwanis donated helmets for each new bicycle owner.

The Boats for Bikes goal in 2016 is 300 bicycles for area children.
Photo by B. Birmingham, courtesy of the Courier Gazette.
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THE PRIDE OF PERKINS COVE
by Shelley Wigglesworth
Drawing on local history and an intimate knowledge of the people, places, and
ways of life of a working fishing village, first-time children’s book author Brenda
Yorke Goodale and her childhood friend, artist Bunny Poulson, have captured
the essence of not only the fishing village of Perkins Cove, but of all the fishing villages up and down the Maine coast in their children’s book, The Pride of
Perkins Cove.
Yorke Goodale is both the daughter and the mother of a lobsterman. Today, she
still lives on the cove that she grew up in. It is her observations of the working
fishing community that inspired this charming and whimsical book.
The story is about a little boy named Jack who visits his grandmother in Perkins
Cove each summer. His grandmother tells him tales of years past in the lobstering village, and one story in particular about an old fisherman and a lost carved
toy boat. The lost boat holds a key that can unlock the ice-breaking boat the

Crusher which is needed to
help to save the village bridge
from being destroyed by ice
in the winter. Every year Jack
searches for the lost toy boat
in hopes of finding the key and
keeping the bridge safe if the
cove freezes over.
Though the book is historical fiction, “the story has
some truth and facts,” YorkeGoodale said. The Crusher
actually existed and can be
seen in old photos breaking
ice in the winter. “The old
fisherman is based on my
own grandfather. The nana in
the story is me, the late Billy
Tower of Barnacle Billy’s and
the late harbor master Fred
Mayo, are in the book and my
children and grandchildren
are featured as well as local
Barbara Yorke Goodale at home in
lobster boats and landmarks.”
Ogunquit native Richard
Kennebunk. Photo by S. Wigglesworth.
Perkins, whose ancestors settled Perkins Cove centuries
ago and whose relatives still fish from there today, said, “It may indeed be a
children’s book but it has a magical adult appeal. If you are familiar with Perkins
Cove, its very essence pops out page after page.”
Another well-known lobsterman from Perkins Cove, the late William “Billy
Mac” McIntire, who was lost at sea in 2013, is also featured in the book. YorkeGoodale dedicated the book to him and “to all who are called to the sea.”

From our family to
yours:

Happy Holidays
and
best wishes for
the New Year!
Thank you to all our customers!

1946
Michael Brooks establishes
trap stock mill in Rockland

1986
Karl becomes sole owner of
trap and supply business

1973
Sons Karl and Lawrence
Brooks expand trap business
at Thomaston location

2016
Brooks Trap Mill operates in four locations
along the coast, continuing the family
tradition of providing quality products to
customers.

2003
Brooks Trap Mill is
Karl sells company to his
a proud supporter of
children, Stephen, Julie and Mark.
Landings
He passes away in 2010.

A family-owned business for over 60 years

