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FOCUS ON COMMUNICATION KEY
FOR DMR COMMISSIONER

WHALE PROTECTION MEASURES
LIKELY ON TWO FRONTS

By Melissa Waterman

By MLA staff

Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Patrick Keliher, 52,
chooses his words carefully. Carefully, that is, until he gets excited about his
topic. “I love this job!” he said emphatically
during a recent interview. Fortunately, Keliher
will continue in the job that he so enjoys following confirmation of his nomination by the
Maine Legislature in late January.

Maine lobstermen may be forgiven for feeling as if they were under siege from
all quarters. The federal government, through the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC),
and several national environmental organizations have the lobster industry in
their sights because of the unprecedented deaths of 18 North Atlantic right
whales in 2017 and an overall drop in the birth rate of these endangered marine
mammals.

Keliher was appointed by former governor
Paul LePage in 2012 to the top spot at the agency. Prior to that, Keliher had been the director of the Bureau of Sea Run Fisheries for five
years. Keliher took over DMR during a year of
unprecedented warmth in the Gulf of Maine,
which triggered an early lobster shedding season and a precipitous decline in price. Since
then other crises have broken out every year:
herring management, right whale protections,
deep sea coral zone closures, or cod by-catch
related to lobstering are just some of the more
contentious topics.

Protection efforts are underway on two fronts: the
Atlantic Large Whale Take
Reduction Team (TRT)
is considering management measures under the
authority of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA) while the ASMFC
is considering measures to
pre-empt more severe restrictions from the federal
government if the lobster
industry is found to jeopardize right whales under

“I knew this job had a tremendous amount of
complexity,” Keliher said. “There are always
Continued on page 18

Pat Keliher was
re-confirmed as DMR
Commissioner in late
January. DMR photo.

A fourth right whale calf was seen last month,
giving hope to the long-term health of the
population. Florida Fish & Wildlife photo.

Continued on page 23
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TIME ONCE AGAIN FOR
THE MAINE FISHERMEN’S
FORUM!
By Melissa Waterman
Next month fishermen, regulators, scientists, students and many
others involved in New England’s diverse fisheries will gather at
the Samoset Resort in Rockport for the 45th Maine Fishermen’s
Forum. As ever, the three-day event will feature seminars on current fisheries issues, such as scallop aquaculture, climate change,
and right whale protection measures, as well as more lighthearted
events, such as the Food Guys cooking show and the Friday night
live auction.
The Forum kicks off on Thursday, February 28 with an all-day
focus on Maine’s shellfish industries. In addition, there will be a
public scoping hearing on Amendment 21
to the New England
Fishery Management
Council’s
Atlantic
Sea Scallop Fishery
Management Plan. The
draft amendment contains new measures
for the Northern Gulf
of Maine Management
Area and changes to
the Limited Access
It’s all high bids at the Fishermen’s
General Category inForum Friday night auction.
dividual fishing quota
MFF photo.
Continued on page 19
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

You might think that life slows down in Maine during the
winter months. But as always, this winter is shaping up
to be as busy as ever. Governor Janet Mills’ new administration hit the ground running in January. Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Patrick Keliher
was nominated to continue in his position and confirmed
by the Legislature in late January. The new Joint Committee
on Marine Resources, many members of which are new to
Augusta, got to work on a slate of bills related to lobstering and other fisheries. And, just around
the corner, the annual
Maine
Fishermen’s
Forum takes place in
early March, three days
packed with presentations, events and fun!
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Every fisherman knows that when he or she sets out to sea
in the morning, a certain level of danger goes with them.
Fishing is one of the three most deadly occupations in this
country. Something may happen that in a split second puts
one’s life in danger. In this month’s “Voices of the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum,” a lobsterman’s wife recounts an event
everyone dreads: a report that her husband had gone overboard. Marcia Beal Brazer of Ogunquit calls her husband’s
survival a “20th century miracle.”
We also hear this month
from several young lobstermen who decided
that now was the time to
join the MLA. The MLA
has been the voice of
the Maine lobster fishery since it was founded
in 1954. Alarmed by the
prospect of additional
whale protection measures and a looming crisis in herring bait, these
young lobstermen have
become MLA members
because, as one man put
it, “There are things facing us as a group, like a
lack of working waterfront and whale rules. The
MLA wants to protect us.”

This month Landings features an interview with
Commissioner Keliher,
who speaks about what
has changed at the department since he took
the helm in 2012. The
state’s lobster fishery
currently is facing a
push on several fronts
While things may be quiet on the harbor, they are heating
to create new regulaup in the halls of government. Photo by D. Delano.
tions to protect the endangered North Atlantic
right whale. DMR is working with the Maine Lobstermen’s The MLA and dozens of other fisheries organizations, state
Association (MLA) and the Attorney General’s office to ensure and federal agencies, fishermen and students will be at the
that lobstermen’s concerns are made clear to all concerned.
Maine Fishermen’s Forum in March. Landings provides a
What exactly is happening in terms of right whale regulations is explored in another article this month. Efforts to
protect the whales, 18 of which died in 2017, are underway
in two arenas: the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Team (TRT) is considering management measures under the
authority of the Marine Mammal Protection Act while the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission is considering
measures to pre-empt more severe restrictions from the federal government if the lobster industry is found to jeopardize
right whales under the Endangered Species Act. The TRT is
scheduled to meet in March to discuss those management
measures; a jeopardy decision may come later in 2019.
Scientists investigating right whale deaths in 2017 in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence pointed to entanglement in snow crab
gear as one of the causes of the mortalities. The snow crab
fishery in that region expanded greatly in 2017, when the
annual quota jumped from 20,000 tons to 43,000 tons. As
this month’s article explains, the fishery has had several
up-and-down cycles in past decades. A reduction in the
quota, in combination with new regulations instituted by
the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans in 2018,
appears to have protected the numerous right whales that
now converge in the Gulf each summer.

preview of the Forum, which mixes seminars on difficult
topics, such as scallop management and whale protections, with lighthearted activities, such as the ever-popular Food Guys cooking lessons. The live auction proceeds
benefit the Maine Fishermen’s Forum scholarship fund,
which provides money to the children of fishing families
to further their education. The Trade Show gives everyone
ample time to check out new engines and new gear and
collect a few new tote bags for the season.
Finally, William Shakespeare posed the question years ago,
“What’s in a name?” A lobsterman on North Haven quickly
found out when he asked fellow lobstermen via Facebook
for a new name for his boat. More than 400 names were
quickly contributed, a selection of which we publish here.
You’ve got to give Maine lobstermen credit — there are a lot
witty folks out there!
We hope you enjoy this issue of Landings. We would love to
print your comments and letters, or hear your feedback on
new ideas and topics that you would like to see covered in
future issues.

Donate to the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance and
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You can make your donation online at www.mlcalliance.org or send us a
check or credit card info with the form below.
Donations of $25
or
more
include a subscription
Donation Amount $
to Landings.
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Address
City, State, Zip

MLCAlliance is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, established in
2010, which achieves its charitable mission through programs in
education, research and charity.

Email
Phone
Credit Card #
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Security Code
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Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN: Diversity key to success of Portland waterfront group
By Willis Spear

All kinds of people took part in the grassroots alliance in Portland to stop uncontrolled destruction of the waterfront. The Portland’s Working Waterfront
Group’s success to date is because of its diversity and its ability to take advantage of that diversity to address all the issues.
What led to forming the group? Dissatisfaction on the part of Portland’s citizens, fishermen and Commercial Street merchants with the City’s unthinking
development along Commercial Street. Fishermen were involved, of course.
Young and old. Many of these fishermen had seen the world as part of the
Armed Forces or on merchant ships. Some had their own businesses. All knew
the value of Portland Harbor and its wharves in supporting the economy of
Portland and Maine.

All worked together, attending two weekly
meetings for over 16 months.
We’ve had some successes. The developer
agreed to remove a hotel from his proposal
on Fishermen’s Wharf. The City may consider rezoning Commercial Street to protect water-dependent users and provide
tax incentives for the wharf owners for
maintenance and dredging.

Willis Spear has been a
groundfisherman, merchant seaman, and lobsterman among his many
careers. He has fought to
protect Portland’s working
waterfront for more than 30
years. MCFA photo.

All kinds of people formed the grassroots alliance to stop this uncontrolled destruction of the waterfront and the character of Portland. We are going to keep
meeting weekly to assure that the city delivers. Already, there are several volunteers ready to hit the streets to do another referendum should the city fall down
on its promises.
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And then there are the citizens of Portland
who came out to gather signatures for the
referendum. They were the greatest. Like
the 84-year old retired fisherman and boatbuilder who gathered 175 signatures. Or
the resident who lives on a harbor wharf
who doesn’t mind boats starting at 4 a.m.
She stood in the rain and snow to gather
300 signatures!
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There were local lawyers and professors who
respected grassroots opposition to bad government. They helped word
the referendum and guide
the Working Waterfront
Group through a maze
of
bureaucratic
BS.
Computer people put all
the referendum signatures
into a databank. Others
Portland’s City Council voted for a sixhelped formulate argumonth moratorium on waterfront
ments against the City’s
development in December in response to a
actions into factual statecitizen’s referendum organized by fishermen.
ments which were comPhoto courtesy of the Bangor Daily News.
municated to the public.
Other fishing community
leaders got the message
out about standing up to development in other coastal communities. Media
experts made a short video to educate the public of the importance of working
waterfronts to the economy and character of the State of Maine.

Merchants sponsored dinners at restaurants and sold T-shirts to raise funds for
the group. The wives of fishermen organized to gather signatures for the referendum. Portland’s art community organized a
protest last summer that brought attention
to what was happening on Commercial
Street, marching down the street with their
posters, signs and mermaids.
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VOICES OF THE MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM:
Marcia Beal Brazer, Ogunquit
Marcia Beal Brazer is from Ogunquit and the wife of Norman Brazer Jr., a lobsterman. This interview was recorded in March 2018 at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum.
Brazer was interviewed by Matt Frassica with help from intern Corina Gribble, and
this interview was edited by intern Katie Clark.

and looked. It was my husband’s
head, in the water with his hair
coming down, just ready to go to
Davy Jones’ locker.

I want to tell you about a 20th century miracle at sea. On October 14, 1991, I
was in my driveway planting daffodils. A person came to my driveway and told
me that my husband had fallen overboard and that he had drowned. I got in
my car—driving in slow motion—I saw the police drive by, and I knew that they
were going to come and tell me the bad news.

Meanwhile, I had taken a course
in scuba diving. I was the oldest person in the class and the
only woman. And I remember
them talking to me about this
Dr. Shaker who was a very good
doctor for hypothermia. He’s the
best one north of Boston.

I drove down to the Perkins Cove, and I saw the fishermen there and I said,
“Please tell me, has this really happened?” And they said, “Well, they found
your husband’s boat. The name of the boat is the Marcia Beal, which is after me.
Gardner Marshall saw the boat, it was heading toward Kennebunkport. They
said, “We don’t think that he had a chance to survive.” Mark Sewell from York
was getting into his truck in York Harbor, had heard the news about my husband falling overboard. Got back in his truck and decided he was going to go
explore the fresh bait in the lobster traps. He told me he was led to do that.

Even today, we live on the water and I can see him
go out, and on the days he goes out, I really don’t
want to go anywhere. I want to make sure that he
gets in ashore okay before I can go off.
Meanwhile, what happened to Norman is the toggle buoy wrapped around his
leg, pulled him to the stern of his boat. He had the knife up forward. He was
strong enough to pull the rope, fall over the side, and then he was drawn under
the water. And then released the rope from his leg and popped up. No boat. He
looks over and sees Boon Island. He thinks, “Oh my gosh, I’m not ready to go
yet.” Thank God he knew how to swim—most fishermen don’t. He kicked off his
boots. He decided he was going to swim to Boon Island.
Meanwhile, Mark Sewell was the one, with his mate, [that] was led to find my
husband. He went by this thing that looked like a grassed-over lobster buoy
and he decided to turn around and “not pass it over,” as he said. He went back

So, back to the story. All of a sudden, a friend called across and
said, “They found him.” They
didn’t say if he was dead or alive,
just “He’s at York Hospital.” So we
Marcia Beal Brazer of Ogunquit.
got there, there was no sign of my
Photo courtesy of Maine Sea Grant.
husband. I thought, “That’s it. He
didn’t make it.” All of a sudden
we got word that he was coming in. They opened up the doors at York Hospital,
he was as gray as a battleship. He had already had CPR twice. The Coast Guard
woman gave him CPR, the York ambulance crew came and gave him CPR. And
I said to the hospital, “By any chance do you have a Dr. Shaker here?” They said,
“Oh, well, yes but he’s not on call.” I said, “Would you mind calling him?”
An hour and a half later Dr. Shaker comes out of the operating room and says
that my husband was literally drowned, that he had a gallon of seawater in
him, his temperature was 84, his heart was in AFIB [atrial fibrillation], but he
thought he was going to survive. Then he finally came back another hour later
to a whole room filled with all our friends and said, “We think that he’s going
to be okay. You can go in and see him.” So I said I wanted his mother to go in
first, and then I came in and the first thing he said to me is, “How’s the boat?”
So I knew he was okay.
He came home, and we had a boatload of people streaming in and out of our
house. We had businessmen, we had fishermen, we had old friends. We had
grown men sit in our living room and cry. And it was the synergy of everything
working together. It was truly a 20th century miracle. And I’m still recovering
from it.
...
Two weeks later he goes back on the Marcia Beal, goes fishing. We had some
really funny relatives that would [say], “I think I’m gonna send you some knives
instead of flowers.”
Even today, we live on the water and I can see him go out, and on the days he
goes out, I really don’t want to go anywhere. I want to make sure that he gets in
ashore okay before I can go off. And I even watch some of the younger fishermen that go out alone. My husband’s never had a sternman. I was going to go
with him at one time. I even got a class two license, I was going be his mate, but
he really prefers to go alone. He can concentrate a lot better. And he’s a water
man. He needed to go back on the water. And I just admired his courage for
doing that.

NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU ?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry. With long- and short-term ﬁnancing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

LOANS AND LEASES FOR:
BOATS • TRUCKS • REAL ESTATE • PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES • WHARVES • EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR • OPERATING LINES

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM

…
Just treasure every single minute and be grateful for what you have. He just
wasn’t meant to go and we’re still working out that. I’d wake up in the morning
and think, “Did he really die at sea? Did he really make it? Am I dreaming?” I
had a really hard time dealing with that.
He has always been very down-to-earth. He has always been a very true-tohimself person. He walks every morning, he’s a lobsterman, he has a garden.
It really changed me more than it changed him. Because he was already okay.
I was the one making life complicated. I just wanted a more simple life and it
brought me down to earth about what was really important. I feel so blessed
that my husband was saved for me because I wouldn’t have had him all these
years and we have so much fun. We’ve been married for 52 years. He’s the love
of my life, and I’m just so blessed.
Voices of the Maine Fishermen’s Forum, an Oral History, was made possible by
Maine Sea Grant, The First Coast, College of the Atlantic, and the Island Institute.
This series is coordinated by Natalie Springuel, Maine Sea Grant.
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FROM THE DOCK: Tenacity and humor among fishermen’s strengths

From
THE DOCK

“Cheer up, it’s only going to get worse.” Robert Joyce

Each year I am reminded of my grandfather’s quote reflecting the tenacity
and strength of my fellow fishermen, paired with Downeast humor wellgrounded in the realities of life. So as we once again take stock of another
fishing year, I would encourage us all to prepare for the worst and and
pray for the best. As in all aspects of life, a good sense of humor in the
midst of trials and tribulations encourages others and gets us through.
“Cheer up, it’s only going to get worse.”

As fishermen, we take stock during these cold winter
months of the previous fishing season. Maybe your reality check is in the shop during re-heading of gear due to
a personal realization of what is truly the ultimate mouse
trap. Maybe your tough questions emerge during a snowmobile trip up north, in which your entire fishing career
flashes before your eyes in a single moment as you subject your body to G-forces it was not designed to endure
at any age.
These tough questions are similar from year to year.
Biblical prophecy refers to the world’s “end times” — I
think fishermen sense such a time is upon us as well in
regard to our chosen profession.

Yes, the future can look dire at times but don’t abandon your principles,
and do your best to take the higher road when faced with tough circumstances.

Robert Joyce.

Jason Joyce
Swans Island

YOUNG LOBSTERMEN FIND SOLIDARITY IN THE MLA
list system. “I think it’s important to go up there and learn about what’s going on,” he said. Joining the MLA made sense to him because of conflicts bubbling up on the horizon, such as possible new protections for North Atlantic
right whales resulting from a court case and federal action. “I think the MLA
Legal Defense Fund is important. You have to have someone there to protect
us,” Plummer said.

By Melissa Waterman
There are a lot of expenses a young lobsterman must account for: traps, rope,
buoys, the various parts and equipment
that make his or her boat run smoothly.
So it’s a true reflection of their opinion
of the value of the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association when these young men and
women choose to put some of their money into becoming members of the state’s
oldest fishing organization.
Troy Plummer, 23, from Boothbay Harbor,
Troy Plummer.
has been attending the MLA Board of
Directors meetings with MLA board
member Mark Jones “to find out about whale stuff and bait,” he said. Plummer
has been interested in lobster management issues for some time, traveling to
Augusta in previous years to lobby for changes to the lobster license waiting

Maine Fishermen’s Forum
PO Box 288
Bath, ME 04530
(207) 442-7700

2019 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
The Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board of Directors offers a scholarship fund to benefit children or grandchildren
or a legal dependent of someone actively involved in Maine’s seafood industry, regardless of financial need or
academic achievement. Undergraduates attending a two or four year college who are in at least the second
year of their program or students who are in at least the second semester of their Certificate Program
will be eligible. Applications will be accepted through February 28, 2019. Scholarships will be awarded by
a random drawing to be held during the 44th annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum.

You qualify for the scholarship drawing ONLY IF you check all 4 items below.
Do you qualify? (Both questions must be answered yes to qualify)

1. __ Are you a sophomore, junior or senior right now? You must be at least a sophomore in college to apply.
2. __ Are you a child, grandchild or legal dependent of someone participating in Maine’s seafood industry?
What is required? (Both of these items are required to be a valid candidate)

3. __ Provide an official transcript or Registrar’s letter of current standing along with the application.
4. __ Complete this application and send to the address at the top of this letter.

Nathaniel Snow, 23, lobsters out of Bass Harbor
aboard Miss Chif. He decided to become an
MLA member after talking with MLA staff at
the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in 2018. “I decided that joining the MLA was a good first step
to becoming more involved in the fishing community and the many issues facing the industry today,” he explained in an email. “I hope the
MLA can bring the fishing community together to fight back against the stricter regulations.
We must band together to protect our industry,
Nathaniel Snow.
not only because it is the way we make a living,
but the overall impact lobster fishing has on
the Maine economy.” Like other lobstermen, he is concerned about changes that
may come through new regulations designed to protect right whales as well as
the looming bait shortage in 2019.
Nick Pellechia, 22, of Cape Elizabeth, felt that being an MLA member was so
important he signed up not only himself but his two younger brothers, who
also fish out of Portland. “I sterned for a lobsterman who was a member. A lot
of [older lobstermen] are members,” he said concerning his connection to the
organization. Pellechia began lobstering when he was 12 years old and moved
through the apprentice program to gain his commercial license. But he admits
that despite lobstering for ten years, he didn’t really understand the ins and outs
of lobster management. “I didn’t know much about the big picture. There’s a lot
changing now in terms of rules and regulations,” he said. “I think the MLA is
doing a lot to conserve our way of life. Plus there are good benefits, like the vessel insurance program.” Pellechia put his money where his mouth is: he signed
up his brother Andrew, 19, with whom he shares his boat Motivation, and his
16-year-old brother Jack, who works as a sternman and runs his own 30 traps,
as members as well. “There are things facing us as a group, like a lack of working
waterfront and whale rules. The MLA wants to protect us,” he said simply.

Please note that previous winners are not eligible.
STUDENT INFORMATION
Student Name____________________________________________________________________________________________
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Home Phone_____________________

STRUGGLING WITH OPIATE ADDICTION?
NEED SUPPORT FOR RECOVERY?

City______________________________ State_____ Zip Code________ Email: _____________________________________
SCHOOL INFORMATION
College/University Name_____________________________________________ Expected Year of Graduation: ____________
Location of College _________________________________________________ Your Major __________________________

**School Standing as of Sept 2018 (circle one)

Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

MAINE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY FAMILY MEMBER INFORMATION
Name____________________________________________________________ Relationship____________________________
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Phone__________________________
City______________________________ State______ Zip Code_________ Email: ___________________________________
Vessel Name or Commercial License Number __________________________________________________________________

FIRST STEP TO RECOVERY
Members of the DI-S community can learn about treatment options in a free,
EQPƂFGPVKCN, QPGJQWTEQPUWNVCVKQPYKVJCVTCKPGFEQWPUGNQT.

RECOVERY COACHES
Recovery Coaches are free. They can help people at all stages of recovery
avoid relapse, connect to support in the community, and work on life goals.
The DI-S Recovery Coach Coordinator at Island Medical Center
can connect you with a counselor or coach.

207-367-5850

Describe participation in the Maine seafood industry_____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Supported by

SLDWH)UHH,VODQG3DUWQHUVKLS
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.

President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
1st VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
2nd VP: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404

STEAMING AHEAD
The million-dollar questions on lobstermen’s minds seem
to be, “What do I need to do to prepare for the 2019 fishing season? Will there be new whale regulations to contend with, and what is the bait supply going to look like?”
Unfortunately, no one can answer those questions. And we
have even less information right now than we should due
to the government shutdown.
The timing and severity of new whale and herring regulations are unknown. But we do have some parameters on
what herring landings will look like next year. The herring
quota will be cut by 51% if the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) proposed rule goes through or by 70% if
the New England Fishery Management Council proposal
goes through. Under the NMFS scenario, we lose over 56
million pounds of herring, with a 45.5-million-pound reduction from Area 1A. Under the Council scenario, we lose
nearly 77 million pounds of herring, with a 51.5-millionpound reduction in Area 1A.
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To put it differently, if a truck carries 40,000 pounds of
bait, we lose 1,400 trucks under the NMFS scenario and
1,920 under the Council scenario. That’s a lot of herring!
For comparison, Maine landed approximately 12 million
pounds of herring in 2018, the equivalent of 300 trucks.
While both scenarios are grim, the NMFS alternative gives
the lobster industry a little more breathing room to adjust
to these drastic cuts. The MLA has expressed strong support to fishery managers for the NMFS alternative.
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What can you do personally? Based on conversations with
your bait dealer, how stable does your bait supply look
month-by-month next year? Do you think you will have
bait when you need it? Are there alternative sources of bait
to get you through the lean times? Have you considered
using bait savers or other bait-saving techniques to get the
most out of the bait you do get? The success of your business will depend on how closely you work with your bait
dealer and on planning for your specific needs.
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Regardless of which scenario plays out, lobstermen should
be planning ahead. You should be talking to your bait dealer
about how to fill the gap next year. Are there plans to diversify bait offerings? Is there storage available in your area to
hold frozen bait or other baits that may be available before
peak demand kicks in? Is your buying station or co-op talking about what your local bait supply will look like next year,
and how to get the most out of what you have? If these conversations are not yet happening, then please initiate them!

There have been some positive developments on the bait
front. The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is investigating the possibility of allowing carp from Illinois to
be a source of bait for the lobster fishery. At the December
Lobster Advisory Council meeting, DMR reported that
Illinois has a very large biomass of carp not known to carry VHS, a deadly infectious fish disease which can affect
many species of marine and fresh water fish. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service may be able to invest in a testing program and provide chain of custody for these fish because
they want to prevent them from invading the Great Lakes.
If the carp are disease-free and become legal to sell as lobster bait in Maine, the bait distribution system can address
the market logistics of getting these fish to lobstermen.
Bringing in a high volume of carp would go a long way toward stabilizing the price and supply of bait this year.
When it comes to whales, things are a bit less certain. The
Take Reduction Team (TRT) is scheduled to meet in late
April or early May to discuss changes to the whale plan.
The TRT and the whale plan fall under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA), the goal of which is to reduce right
whale serious injury and mortality. Maine has proposed
expanded gear marking, reducing rope in the surface system, and gear modifications of vertical lines so that they
are likely to break if encountered by a whale. The DMR
has been moving forward aggressively with its whale research project to collect baseline data on the type and rigging of vertical lines in the fishery, the operational break-

ing strength of those lines, and establishing the necessary
working loads for various segments of the lobster fishery.
While new closures are under serious consideration for an
area in Massachusetts around Nantucket due to large aggregations of whales, potential new whale regulations for
Maine are likely to involve gear marking and gear modifications. Any new rules decided at the next TRT meeting
would move forward through federal rulemaking and are
not likely to be implemented in 2019.
But, and this is a very big ‘but,’ NMFS is also in the process
of conducting a new Biological Opinion on right whales as
required under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). By all
accounts, it is expected that the outcome is not going to be
good for any fishery that interacts with right whales due to
the whales’ declining population and health status. Where
the MMPA looks at reducing serious injury and mortality
for right whales, the ESA takes it a step further and seeks
to eliminate the stressors that contribute to the population decline. This would include entanglements that do
not result in serious injury or mortality to whales but may
negatively impact the whales’ overall health. Under ESA,
fisheries will need to reduce the number of overall encounters with whales. The Biological Opinion is expected to be
released later in 2019.
In order to pre-empt a negative finding against the lobster industry in the Biological Opinion, the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) is looking at making changes to the lobster management plan to reduce
interactions between the lobster fishery and right whales.
They are considering reductions to vertical lines, as a stand
alone measure or in combination with trap limits, with the
goal of removing vertical lines from the water. ASMFC will
vote on whether to initiate changes to the lobster plan during its February meeting, and public hearings on proposed
options would likely take place during the summer with
a final vote in the fall. If the changes move forward, this
would likely result in implementation by early 2020.
What all this means is that the lobster industry must prepare
for two separate sets of whale regulations. Under the TRT’s
whale plan, expect to see new regulations for gear marking
and gear modifications. Fishery closures would also fall under this category for areas that are seeing consistent aggregations of right whales, though there are none slated for Maine
right now. Under the ASMFC lobster management plan, expect to see proposals for vertical line reductions, either as a
stand-alone or in combination with trap reductions.
The wild card in all of this is the lawsuit that the environmental groups have brought against NMFS. The organizations are not satisfied with the current whale rules and are
pushing for a new Biological Opinion to force more restrictions to protect whales through the U.S. District Court in
Washington, D.C. While the two-pronged management approach underway through the TRT and ASMFC will do this
eventually, there is always the possibility that a court will
seek to force NMFS to take more immediate actions. The
MLA has intervened in this lawsuit and will have input if
the court decides to accelerate the timeline for new whale
protection measures.
So when will we see new whale rules? If the management
processes take place on schedule, do not expect to see new
whale rules before 2020. The lobster fishery has a voice in
shaping new measures through the ASMFC and TRT processes, which is why the MLA is fully participating on both
fronts. If the court and environmental groups get impatient,
things could happen sooner. If the court pressures NMFS to
take emergency action, it is likely that these measures will
have far less input from the fishing industry. It is in the lobster industry’s best interest to work through the TRT and
ASMFC to find solutions that will help right whales, while
allowing Maine lobstermen to continue to make a profitable living. The MLA is committed to doing just that.
The MLA will continue to push to ensure that any new
whale regulations in the U.S. are proportionate to the risk
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posed by each fishery and fishing practice. We reject ropeless fishing as an
option for the Maine lobster fishery but will explore other options, including
expanded gear marking, gear modifications and vertical line reductions. The
MLA has carefully reviewed the whale entanglement data. We know that there
have been no confirmed entanglements in Maine lobster gear since 2002. We
know that the Canadian snow crab fishery was responsible for 11 entanglements since 2016, eight of which resulted in serious injury or mortality. We
know that most of the rope removed from whales since 2016 has been ½” diameter or larger. The MLA will continue to push for more accountability from
all of Canada’s fixed gear fisheries when it comes to protecting right whales.

during its February meeting initiating management changes to its lobster fishery management plan to reduce the fishery’s impact on whales. DMR is still
looking for lobstermen to help with the whale research project by filling out
a survey on how vertical lines are rigged, donate used vertical lines for break
strength testing and putting a load cell aboard the vessel. MLA will work with
DMR to ensure that there are meetings to solicit input from the industry before
any whale proposals are finalized. The MLA board will meet on February 4 at
noon in Belfast. The MLA Annual meeting is Friday, March 1, at 9 a.m. during
the Maine Fishermen’s Forum at the Samoset Resort.

Maine lobstermen are certainly going to have to adapt to many changes in
2019 and beyond. Your best defense is to stay informed so you can make appropriate decisions to maximize the future success of your lobstering business.
Lobstermen don’t drive their boats with their eyes closed. Lobstermen don’t
ignore NOAA weather forecasts. Lobstermen notice when the engine makes a
weird noise or the bilge starts to back up. So it makes sense for you to pay attention now to the changes that are coming this season and for many years to
come. Don’t close your eyes and pretend that it will all be OK. You need to take
steps now to ensure that you have the bait you need to continue fishing, and be
able to prepare for changes resulting from the whale rules.

DMR PROPOSED RULE FOR HANCOCK COUNTY LOBSTER
TRAWL LIMITS

The MLA will continue to advocate for our lobstermen and give you the information you need to be ready.
As always, stay safe on the water.

In October 2018, a new trawl limit area was established at the request of the
Zone B Council. At the time DMR understood that there was the possibility of
refining the area described by the new trawl limit to better meet the needs of
Zone B and Zone C fishermen. DMR held meetings with Zone B and Zone C fishermen to determine what changes to the area were advisable. At their January
2019 meeting, the Zone B Council members supported the Department’s proposal to amend this area in accordance with the changes proposed through the
previous meetings. The proposed rule also eliminates the sunset provision on
the original area. DMR will hold a public hearing on February 4 at 5 p.m. at the
Ellsworth High School. Written comments are due February 15, 2019.

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY
The MLA Directors met on January 7 in Belfast. Under new business Patrice
McCarron reviewed the preliminary list of 13 lobster-related bills. These bills
address an array of issues including the amount of time on the waiting list,
grey zone fishing hours, changes to the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
funding structure, marine debris and climate change. The bills are not yet
printed so there are no details available. The board will consider these bills
once they are printed.
The board discussed plans for the Maine Fishermen’s Forum, including support for the Seafood Reception, MLA Annual meeting, nominations for the
Golden V-notch and Marine Patrol awards, and board member elections.
MLA staff have been monitoring the Department of Marine Resources’ (DMR)
efforts to approve carp from Illinois as a potential bait source. The issue continues to move forward but no final decision has been made. The MLA has had
discussions with Nordic Aquafarms in Belfast about the potential for salmon
cuttings to become a legal source of bait in Maine if the plant becomes operational. Staff have also had discussions with Cook Aquaculture on the possibility of the Omega menhaden plant producing an alternative bait using Gulf of
Maine menhaden. The board also discussed setting aside time at future meetings for strategic planning on the MLA’s legislative and research agenda.
Under old business, Patrice explained that is no news on the amount of herring
quota allocated for 2019 and beyond due to the federal shutdown. NMFS is
considering two scenarios: 15,066 metric tons (mt) of quota (4,354 mt to Area
1A) or 24,468 mt of quota (7,071 mt to Area 1A). A decision is expected soon
after the government reopens. The MLA submitted comments to NMFS on the
pending rule, urging the agency to allocate as much quota as possible in 2019
and to maximize the herring allocation to Area 1A.
DMR will propose rules to manage the 2019 state herring and menhaden fisheries; the public hearing will be on January 29. The rules will address the herring fixed gear set-aside, reporting requirements, and landing limits.
There is no news on the whale rules due to the federal government shutdown.
The rules continue to move forward on two tracks. The Take Reduction Team
(TRT) is scheduled to meet in March to consider changes to the whale plan,
and the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) will consider

The annual MLA members meeting takes place on March 1 at 9 a.m.
at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in Rockport. MLA photo.

DMR PROPOSED RULE FOR STATE HERRING, MENHADEN
FISHERY
For vessels issued a state Commercial Pelagic and Anadromous license that do
not possess a Federal Limited Access Herring Permit, DMR proposes a 6,600
pound daily trip limit, limiting at-sea transfers to no more than 46,200 pounds
per week to one carrier vessel only, and clarifies that all directed herring trips
must report daily, three hours prior to landing, using the “herring.dmr@maine.
gov” email. Regulations for the Area 1A fishery remain status quo, with herring
landings permitted only on those days designated by the ASMFC.
DMR proposes to keep the 2018 menhaden regulations in place for the 2019
season. During the state allocation fishery, menhaden may only be caught
in state waters. Landings are limited to 120,000 pounds per day and 160,000
pounds per week, with only one landing per 24-hour period. Landings are only
allowed Monday through Thursday. License holders are required to notify DMR
of their intent to fish prior to landing any menhaden and must report daily
using the menhaden.dmr@maine.gov email. If the state allocation fishery is
closed and the episodic event fishery is authorized by the ASMFC, the episodic
fishery will reopen under the same rules as the state allocation fishery.
If the full episodic fishery quota is caught and that fishery is closed, the incidental catch and small-scale fishery may occur. This fishery is limited to 6,000
pounds per day with one landing per 24-hour period. It is unlawful during
the incidental catch fishery for a catcher vessel to sell or transfer at sea menhaden to any other vessel. Seines are limited to 150 fathom long by 8 fathom
deep. The depth of the net will be determined by taking the average size of 20
meshes and then counting the total number of meshes by depth. Additionally,
DMR proposes to allow an individual to fish or take by hook and line up to 25
menhaden per day for personal use only. DMR clarifies that those harvesting
menhaden during the incidental catch and small-scale fishery are required to
report through a monthly logbook. Menhaden fixed-gear operations may operate under exemptions that allow for seven day harvesting practices. The public
hearing for the herring and menhaden proposed rules will be held January 29,
2019 at 4:00 p.m. Written comments are due February 13, 2019.
Continued on page 8
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

LOBSTER ZONE COUNCILS ROUNDUP

The 129th Legislature convened on December 5, 2018. The 13 members of the
Marine Resources Committee have been appointed; Senator Dave Miramant
from Camden and Representative Jay McCreight from Harpswell serve as cochairs. So far, there are 13 bill titles submitted to the committee that could affect the lobster fishery. Public hearings are expected to begin in late January.

DMR held seven zone council meetings during December and January. Each
zone council elected its officers and approved its bylaws. Topics discussed during each meeting included a discussion on the zone transfer waiting list, update on whale rules and herring, and enforcement updates.

For more information, visit www.legislature.maine.gov.

BAIT UPDATE

2018 Atlantic Herring Landings
For Data through December 20, 2018
Due to the federal government shutdown, final 2018 landings are not updated
and there have been no herring landings in 2019.
Area
1A*

Cumulative Original
Catch YTD Quota 2018
24,991
31,789

REVISED
2018 Quota
27,743

% Revised 2017 landings
2018 Quota as of 10/20
90%
22,016

1B
2
3
Total

2,124
6,878
9,402
43,396

2,639
8,200
11,318
49,900

80%
84%
83%
87%

3,552
31,137
43,763
100,843*

1,911
3,462
14,086
41,475

*Quota June 1 thru Sept 30 = ~18,581; Oct 1 thru Dec 31 -= ~6,942

NMFS accepted comments on its proposed rule for the 2019 Atlantic herring
quota until December 31, 2018. Due the federal government shutdown, there is
no information regarding the final decision.
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Sarah Cotnoir from DMR solicited feedback from the zone councils on this
idea. The majority of zone councils believed that the current system is working.
There has been some movement off transfer lists when swaps can be identified.
There was no support for changing the current system from any of the zone
councils with the exception of Zone F, which supports looking into this further. Zone A offered feedback that the DMR consider developing criteria that
a lobsterman must meet in order to qualify for a zone transfer, rather than just
allowing guys to put their name on a list because they want to fish a different
area. Zone G suggested that if transfers are allowed in, they should enter the
zone as a new entrant with 300 traps and build up from there.
Sarah gave a brief presentation on where Maine currently stands regarding
the possibility of new whale rules. The right whale population is in decline, so
NMFS is moving toward developing new rules through the TRT. A preliminary
decision on those changes is expected in March. The ASMFC is also considering changes to the lobster management plan, such as vertical line or trap reductions, to reduce the lobster industry’s impact on right whales. The ASMFC will
discuss this at its February meeting. NMFS continues to work on the Biological
Opinion (part of the Endangered Species Act) for right whales. Given the dire
status of the species, the results could trigger more severe management action
to protect right whales. A decision is expected later in 2019. DMR is still seeking volunteers from the lobster industry to donate used vertical lines, deploy a
load cell while fishing and to complete a survey on vertical line configurations.
DMR is still waiting to hear from NMFS on its final decision for this year’s herring quota, but there has been no action while the government is shut down.
DMR is moving forward with rulemaking on its state waters herring and menhaden fisheries for 2019. DMR is also researching the potential to approve carp
from the Midwest for use as lobster bait. This is still under review and no decision has been made.

Northeast Marine
Survey Inc.
Area 1A
Area 1B
Area 2
Area 3
Total

Options Under Consideration for 2019 Herring Quota (Compared to 2018
metric tons
Loss in Metric Tons
% change
2018 Quota NMFS 2019 NEFMC 2019
NMFS
NEFMC
NMFS
NEFMC
27,743
7,071
4,354
20,672
23,389
75%
84%
2,639
1,052
647
1,587
1,992
60%
75%
8,200
6,802
4,188
1,398
4,012
17%
49%
11,318
9,543
5,876
1,775
5,442
16%
48%
49,900
24,468
15,065
25,432
34,835
51%
70%

Area 1A
Area 1B
Area 2
Area 3
Total

2018 Quota
61,162,773
5,817,992
18,077,884
24,951,889
110,010,538
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During the December Lobster Advisory Council (LAC) meeting, the DMR
Commissioner asked for feedback on potential changes to the zone transfer
waiting list. Since the list was started, it has resulted in one swap the first year
and six swaps the second year. A few lobstermen seeking to transfer from Zone
F to Zone G have expressed concern that there is no mechanism to ensure
movement off this waiting list. The LAC supported DMR taking this issue to the
lobster zone councils for ideas on alternative ways to structure this zone transfer waiting list, such as allowing for some predictable entry from the transfer
list. For example, for every five new entrants that enter a zone, one person
could enter from the zone transfer list.

Pounds
NMFS 2019
15,588,868
2,319,260
14,995,825
21,038,689
53,942,642

NEFMC 2019
9,598,915
1,426,389
9,232,949
12,954,347
33,212,600

Loss in Pounds
NMFS
NEFMC
45,573,905 51,563,857
3,498,732
4,391,603
3,082,059
8,844,935
3,913,201 11,997,542
56,067,896 76,797,938

% change
NMFS
NEFMC
75%
84%
60%
75%
17%
49%
16%
48%
51%
70%

Zone B voted to make a rulemaking change to the Hancock County trawl line
as a compromise to its previous action. Zone D voted to send out a referendum
on establishing a trawl limit of triples in the Zone D pocket waters. Zone F has
concerns regarding the rapid development of aquaculture. Lobstermen are not
opposed to aquaculture development but are concerned that as sites consolidate into larger areas, lobstermen may lose access to productive fishing areas.
Zone G is monitoring a dredge project in Cape Porpoise and will communicate
with DMR on the potential haul route for dredge spoils.
DMR clarified that the due to an increase in the cost of producing trap tags,
DMR is losing money on catastrophic, second zone and reissued tags, each of
which costs 10 cents. In response, the cost of catastrophic tags will increase to
15 cents and second zone and reissued tags to 20 cents.
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
B&S Bait
Blake Smith
17 Smith Lane
Cherryfield, ME 04622
207-664-4266
bandsbait2018@gmail.com
$100 off per pallet of pig hide bait
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial
fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
Pack Edge
Jim Freeman
340 Presumpscot St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com
GIFTS

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT
REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY
ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

ELECTRONICS
INSURANCE
Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841 207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members

LEGAL SERVICES
Law Offices of Crystal Tarjick
PO Box 11
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-363-0220
crystal@ctmelaw.com
10% off on all legal serives to MLA
members.
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
Paul Dube
155 Rittenhouse Circle
Bristol, PA 19007
215-292-2038
paul.dube@cummins.com
www.cummins.com
Infab Refractories Inc.
John Bergeron
150 Summer St.
Lewiston, ME 04240
207-783-2075
www.infabrefractories.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts.
New propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, & related items, sales, repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES

HYDRAULICS
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off liftraft repack, $50 off new
liferaft purchase at both locations.
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
PO Box 411
Belfast, ME 04915
207-338-1603
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
25% off USCG Drill Conductor training
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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Lee Fisher has been a leading provider of quality commercial
fishing supply in the US since 1982.

BAIT BAG
.Material: P.E.(Polyethylene) No.18(380d/24)
Mesh: 1” Or 1-1/2” Stretched Mesh. Packaging: 1 Dozen

Proudly working in
partnership with Maine’s
Lobstermen providing live
lobsters around the world.

We are currently looking to add
maine lobster wharfs and fishermen
co-ops to our supply chain.
Please call owner Tom Adams 207363-0876

Price (Dz.)
Size
1-1/2” Mesh Yellow

1” Mesh Orange,
Blue, Yellow

$ 6.80
$ 6.80
$ 7.20
$ 7.95
$ 8.80
$ 9.60
$ 12.00

$ 7.65
$ 7.65
$ 7.95
$ 8.80
$ 9.60
$ 10.40
$ 13.60

7”
8”
9”
10”
12”
14”
16”

Save the date!

Prices Good Through March 31, 2019

Also visit us at

Boston Seafood Show

WWW.LEEFISHERFISHING.COM
For other commercial fishing, crabbing, and
lobster supplies.

Monday March 18th, 2019
Boston Convention & Exhibition Center
Catch the bus & join the fun!

Bullet Buoy
Poly-Dac Rope
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Become a member.
For your future & the future of the industry.
It’s spring membership time.
New members $200.
2 Storer St. Suite 203| Kennebunk, Maine | www.mainelobstermen.org
207.967.4555

MAINE

H

HAMILTON

MARINE

ACCUSat™ EPIRBs
406 MHz. Waterproof. 6 Year
6 Year
Non-Hazardous battery. 6
Battery
<HDUZDUUDQW\6WDLQOHVVVWHHO
DQWHQQD86&**0'66$SSURYHG
Cat II Manual $
99
Order# 731676
Cat I Automatic
Order# 731678

349
$
46999

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit
USCG APPROVED
Hi-vis yellow wrist and ankle
straps. Removable head
pillow. Articulated arms for
easier donning.
KNT-1540-AU
$
99
Order# 753274

249

Chinook BadAxe Boots
13" High. Oil and slip resistant
sole. Adjustable nylon snow cuff.
Insulating wool felt liner. Rated to
-40°F. 6L]HV:DWHUSURRI

Type I Offshore
Life Vest
86&*$SSURYHGZLWK
reflective tape.

$

Search# CNK-3500

Adult Universal

“Little Vicky”
Net & Twine Knife
The best rope and twine knife available.
3-1/4" serrated high carbon stainless
steel blade.

6$%
Order# 165434

Search#
GRD-

$ 25 $

5

ea

6200

GRAND OPENING

SALE!

doz

596$
$
Order# 743829

26999

Merino wool, polyester
hollow core, spandex
EOHQG6L]HV6;/
Shirt or Pants

$

$

Search# CNK-3550

Order# 748930

USCG APPROVED
Features wide legs for
quick donning. Dual
zipper pull tabs.

Grundies Base Layer
Long Underwear

Foul Weather Gear

4590pr
Steel Toe Black $
4950pr

Soft Toe Green

2999

Adult Universal Cold Water
Immersion Suit

4999ea

Search# GRD-GB

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint

Fish Basket

Anti-Fatigue Mat

:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ89
& weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap & water
cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Black or White.
Search# HM-LBP

Plastic with handles and
holes for draining. 1
bushel capacity.

 [ PDWZLWK6LGHG
Interlocking Design 1/2" thick.

$

99

$

14 QT 49

99

GAL
SCAN THIS QR CODE!
See just how tough
our buoy paint is!

NEW MARINE SUPER STORE
GRAND OPENING SALE!

Friday, march 22

THRU

Sunday, march 24!

Stop by the new Hamilton Marine store during
The Maine Boatbuilders Show for Grand Opening
specials, prizes, refreshments and more!

197 Presumpscot St., Portland, ME 04103

$

$

99
19
ea
Orange
Order# 118243

1450

SAVE

9

$ 49

Order# 763280

Reg 
+79
Order# 754535

High Performance LED Lights

FREE HEAT From Your Engine’s
Closed Cooling System!

Green

6XSHULRUOLJKWZLWKORZSRZHU
consumption. High purity
aluminum cast housings.

Flush mount or ducted.
WR%78V

Starting At

$

11999

Search# MH-

Search# RIL-

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE
Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com
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YOU BE THE JUDGE:
Which Wire Would You Buy?

GAW AQUAMESH®

GBW IMPORTED WIRE

They say pictures speak louder than words and we couldn’t agree more, especially when comparing
photos of lobster traps constructed with Aquamesh® to traps made with inferior imported wire.
Aquamesh® is manufactured in the USA using an exclusive hot-dipped zinc galvanized
after welding (GAW) and specialized PVC coating method. The wire is first welded and then
galvanized, submerged in a tank of molten zinc, which provides a heavy zinc coating that
completely covers and seals the welds, protecting it from all harsh environmental elements.
The wire is then covered with our proprietary marine-grade PVC coating. The Aquamesh®
manufacturing process results in a longer lifetime of use, typically 5x-10x times more when
compared to GBW marine products.
Other trap wire is manufactured overseas using a substandard galvanized before welding
(GBW) and plastic coating process. The wire is first coated with a very thin layer of zinc and
then welded together and coated in vinyl plastic. During the welding process the zinc is
burnt off leaving the wire unprotected at the weld. The weld is completely exposed to all
environmental elements causing premature rusting and breakage, leading to a limited
lifetime of use and costing more due to the frequency of replacing.
By selecting Aquamesh® you are getting the highest quality, longest lasting and best-selling
marine trap wire in the world. But don’t take our word for it, just look at the above photos and
judge for yourself.

NOTHING COMPARES TO

AQUAMESH®
THE GAW DIFFERENCE
1.800.762.6374 | 1.508.234.8400
info@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com
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Bottom Line

FRESH BAIT

Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.

SINCE 1907

• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


Working
to make 2019
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
       

Page 14 | LANDINGS | February 2019

.HHS0DTXRLW%D\RSHQIRUDOOFRPPHUFLDOˉVKHUPHQ
DQGUHFUHDWLRQDOXVHUV
*HQHUDWLRQVKDYHˉVKHGWKHVHZDWHUVDQGQRZWKHLU
OLYHOLKRRGLVEHLQJWKUHDWHQHG
Ȣ7KHVFDOHLVMXVWWRRELJȣ— Albert Rose
Ȣ'RHVLWERWKHU\RXWKDWDJURXSRIOREVWHUPHQZLOOORVHLQFRPHVRWZRSHRSOHFRXOGPDNHLQFRPH"ȣ— John Powers
Ȣ,KDYHEHHQˉVKLQJWKHUHIRU\HDUV 0DTXRLW%D\ DQGLWȠVDJRRGVSRWULJKWWKHUHȣ— Donald Ulrickson
Ȣ0\VRQDQG,KDYHFDXJKWVWULSHUVLQ0DTXRLW%D\DQGWKHLPSDFWRIWKHSURSRVHGIDFWRU\LVWRRELJRQWRRPDQ\SHRSOHȣ
— Andrew Washburn
Ȣ,IWKLVOHDVHJRHVWKURXJK\RXZLOOUXLQWKLVVSRWIRUˉVKHUPDQDQGLWZLOOLPSDFWRXUUHYHQXH:HFDQȠWDOORZ
WKLVWRFUHDWHZLQQHUVDQGORVHUVȞWKHRFHDQEHORQJVWRHYHU\RQHQRWMXVWWZRSHRSOH
ZKRZDQWWRVWDUWDQR\VWHUIDUPȣ
— Tom Santaguida

TO JOIN THIS GROWING COALITION
Email us at maquoitpg@gmail.com DQGˉQGRXWKRZ\RXFDQDGG\RXUYRLFH7KHQH[WSXEOLFKHDULQJ
L
EARN MORE AT FACEBOOK.COM/SAVEMAQUOITBAY
ZLOOEHKHOGRQ-DQXDU\
DWWKH&RIˉQ(OHPHQWDU\6FKRROLQ%UXQVZLFN
Paid and Authorized by Maquoit Bay, LLC.
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Support the

MLA Legal Defense Fund
The MLA Legal Defense Fund
is supporting MLA’s fight against
extreme whale rules such as
ropeless fishing and closures.
Funds are being used to pay for
legal fees in response
to a lawsuit filed by several
national environmental groups.

Thank You to

Downeast Lobstermen’s Association
& Buoysticks.com

Make a donation today. Online. By phone. By mail.
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________
State: _______________ Zip: ________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________

I’d like to donate:
☐
$25.00
☐

$50.00

☐

$100.00

☐

$365.00 - ‘a dollar a day’

If you are a
Maine lobsterman,
please support
the Legal Defense
Fund.

☐
Other amount: _____________
please make checks payable to ‘MLA LDF’
Mail: 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk ME
Online at www.mainelobstermen.org

Call: 207-967-4555

MAKE IT MAINE,
MAKE IT NEW SHELL

The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
Launches into 2019 with New Vision
The MLMC recently conducted a strategic review of their marketing strategy,
resulting in updated plans targeting additional pieces of the supply chain outside
of the end buyers, chefs and media. The MLMC will continue to reach those
audiences while expanding to seafood purveyors as well.
Come join us at the 2019 Fishermen’s Forum where MLMC Executive Director Matt
Jacobson and a representative from Maine Lobster’s global communications firm,
Weber Shandwick, will share plans for continuing to buoy demand and awareness
in 2019.
The MLMC will outline their new tactics, including digitally targeting food and
seafood buyers, to round out these robust programs with continuous media
outreach, chef engagement and ongoing social content, ensuring that Maine
Lobster is top of mind year-round.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill
Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no lay up period,
discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and more!
Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait

B & S Bait
Cherryfield, ME -- $100 off per pallet of pig
hide (must show current MLA card). 207-6644266
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Chiropractic
Slocum Chiropractic: a Maine Vitality Center
Brunswick, ME-- $25 inital visit and nervous
system scan. Value $125. 207-725-4222

Electronic Equipment
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products excluding MRP
products. 207-691-3993
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Financial & Investment
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.
207-622-3772

Fuel

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders.
800-560-6090

Fishing, Marine & Industrial
Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service. 603-418-0470

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts at these
¿QHEXVLQHVVHV
Hotel
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)
Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA
when booking.

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables. 207-767-2136

Legal Services
/DZ2IÀFHRI &U\VWDO7DUMLFN
(Port Clyde, ME) -- 10% off all legal services
for MLA members. 207- 691-2633

Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial
ÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Cross Insurance Arena

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person at
WKHER[RIÀFH,QIRDWZZZPDLQHOREVWHUPHQRUJ

Lobster & Seafood
&UD]\/REVWHUDQG6KHOOÀVK
Port Chester, NY -- 20% off the entire site
ZZZFUD]\OREVWHUVKHOOÀVKFRP
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

Propellers
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
603-617-3626
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Chase Leavitt Co.
Portland, Ellsworth -- 5% off service fee
for liferaft repack OR $50 off new liferaft
purchase w/ MLA card or current Maine
CF card www.chaseleavitt.com
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps. Must
show MLA card. 207-730-2063
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SNOW CRAB QUOTA IN GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE CORRESPONDS TO
RIGHT WHALE ENTANGLEMENTS
By Melissa Waterman
No one would call a snow crab pretty. The flat, 10-legged crustacean, whose
carapace can grow to about 6 inches in size, looks like a creature concocted
by a Hollywood horror movie director. But the homely deepwater crab, once
landed, has translated into a lot of money for fishermen around the Gulf of St.
Lawrence in Canada.
The snow crab fishery, however, has been
tagged as a likely culprit in the 2017 deaths
of endangered North
Atlantic right whales in
Canadian waters.
The snow crab fishery
started slowly in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence.
According to an article by Karen Pinchin
published by the CBC
in 2018, snow crab was
Photos courtesy of Fisherynation.com
first landed as bycatch
by ocean draggers in
the 1960s. By 1968, just a few dozen fishermen deliberately set for snow crab in
the area around the Gaspé peninsula and west of Cape Breton.

to several strict reporting requirements.
DFO began an assessment of the snow crab population status in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence area and off Newfoundland and Labrador in 2017. The report, issued
in October 2018, surprised many. The biomass of snow crab off Newfoundland
was the lowest in 25 years. Furthermore, the steady harvesting of larger male
crabs has had an impact on succeeding generations. Scientists found that 80%
of the current crab stock were below commercial size. Apparently when there
are fewer large males in the population, the smaller male crabs terminally molt
earlier, which means that they stop growing at a smaller size.
The annual quota for snow crab in the Gulf of St. Lawrence was reduced in 2018.
That and the new federal regulations may have had the effect of protecting the
migrating right whales as no new deaths were reported that year. DFO is currently finalizing measures to protect right whales in 2019; the snow crab quota
for 2019 in the Gulf of St. Lawrence has not yet been released.

The Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) began regulating
the fishery during the 1970s, instituting trap limits and a minimum mesh size
for nets and restricting landings to only male crabs. In 1982, fishermen landed
35,000 tons of snow crab from the Gulf of St. Lawrence region. But, as has happened with so many commercial marine species, overfishing took its toll on the
stock. By 1989 landings had dropped to 8,000 tons.
But the Gulf of St. Lawrence population slowly recovered, in part due to additional management measures by DFO such as individual boat quotas and dockside monitoring. The quota for the Gulf, which is divided into several smaller
management areas, was increased. In 2016, the official quota was 20,000 tons.
Approximately $129 million worth of snow crab was landed in Nova Scotia,
Prince Edward Island, and New Brunswick that year, primarily from Area 12 in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Snow crab exports in 2016 hit $280 million, with 83%
going to the United States and 12% to Japan.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

In 2017 DFO decided to increase the snow crab quota, more than doubling it to
43,475 tons. Fishermen met and ran slightly over that quota, bringing in 43,656
tons. The2017 value topped $221 million. But, concerned by an apparent drop
in the snow crab biomass, DFO reduced the quota for 2018 by 43%, down to
22,000 tons. Landings for 2018 have not yet been published but anecdotal information indicates a drop in the harvest due in part to a delay in the season
due to ice and and to fishing area closures instituted because of the presence
of right whales. The London-based Marine Stewardship Council also suspended its certification of the fishery as sustainable in 2018 based on the previous
year’s whale deaths.
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Snow crab quota corresponds closely to right whale entanglement, with one
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2015, three
entanglement in snow crab gear observed in each year in 2014 and 2015
in 2016, seven in 2017 and one in 2018. The snow crab entanglements from 2016
to 2018 were particularly hard on the right whale population, resulting in 11
serious injuries and mortalities.
In addition to the reduction in quota in 2018, DFO also instituted new right
whale protection measures in the Gulf of St. Lawrence snow crab fishery during the 2018. These included a closure in a known feeding ground, dynamic closures when whales where sighted around the foraging area, gear modifications
to limit the amount of rope in the surface system and ban floating line on the
surface, and gear marking requirements. The snow crab fishery is also subject
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surprises popping up. The price crash
in 2012 and the whale rules that are
coming are examples. My preference,
when time allows, is to communicate
the issues to the fishing industry and
get input from them prior to the decision-making process. It all depends on
what we have for time.”
DMR today is different than it was
when Keliher first took the helm. Under
the former administration, which emphasized downsizing government,
Keliher had to reduce the number of
positions in the agency. He was able to
Keliher oversaw a re-structuring
reduce his staff, from 202 to 172 peoof DMR during his first years.
ple. He also reorganized DMR to ensure
that bureaus within the agency were inM.Waterman photo.
tegrated with each other, not isolated.
“So we broke down the silos, allowing science staff to work on multiple species
and to provide input more effectively into policy decisions. People are working
on a breadth of issues now, not one single thing. It’s more challenging but also
more interesting,” he said.

rise. Look at Port Clyde, for example. The dock [at the Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Cooperative] that was rebuilt with a Working Waterfront grant is underwater
on a moon tide. We have to assist and find grant opportunities and funding
around infrastructure as it ages and needs to be rebuilt,” Keliher said.
But the issue that is on the minds of most lobstermen is possible new protections for endangered North Atlantic right whales. The population took a serious hit in 2017 when 18 whales died, primarily in Canadian waters. In response,
several environmental organizations petitioned the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) under two federal laws, the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and
the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), to take steps to protect the population while in U.S. waters. “The Take Reduction Team, a consortium of public
and private agencies and organizations, will meet in March to discuss ways to
reduce serious injury and mortality under the MMPA. Through the ESA, NMFS
will release a new Biological Opinion on the lobster fishery,” Keliher said. A
Biological Opinion was issued in 2014, which found that the lobster fishery
did not jeopardize right whales. According to Keliher, it’s likely that the new
Opinion will be the opposite when NMFS concludes its analysis.
Simultaneously, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC),
on which Keliher presides as chairman this year, set up a technical committee
that is looking at a reduction in endlines as a preemptive measure. “They are

The effect of climate change in the Gulf of Maine is one of the challenges that
the agency and Maine’s fishermen are facing together. Governor Mills made
it clear in her inaugural address in January that her administration will focus
on the issue within all state agencies. “There’s both good and bad with climate
change in terms of marine species,” Keliher noted. “For lobster, it’s been good.
The question of the resiliency of the lobster stock, however, is a high priority. That’s part of the work started at the Commission [Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission], look at how standardizing management measures
across Lobster Conservation Management Areas can help protect spawning
stock biomass.”
Another challenge from climate change is the effect of the rising sea level
on coastal communities. When former governor LePage dissolved the State
Planning Office in 2012, the state Coastal Program moved to the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. In 2017, the federally-funded program
became part of DMR. The move gives DMR yet another mandate. “One of the
biggest issues we need to focus on is coastal resiliency in the face of sea level

Commissioner Keliher has made a point of going out to meet with
fishermen to hear their thoughts on critical issues. Photo courtesy of
Mount Desert Islander.

discussing a percent reduction in endlines to mitigate risk [to the whales] and
influence the Biological Opinion. If ASMFC doesn’t act, the feds will. Once we
know what direction the Commission may take, we will start having conversations with industry,” Keliher explained.
Many lobstermen protest that right whales are not traversing the Gulf of Maine
any longer and thus the threat from lobster gear is practically nonexistent.
The whales, however, do pass through offshore waters. They were found off
Nantucket in January, heading for their feeding grounds in Massachusetts Bay
where they spend the winter and early spring months. “They are in the Area 1
lobster fishery. There’s a risk of entanglement. The federal government is not
going to let this go,” Keliher cautioned. “There’s going to be change. We [DMR]
are taking a deep dive into the data and laws to ensure that we are ready for a
contentious conversation. My role will be to facilitate change to protect the
economic viability of the fishery and protect right whales.”
In addition, a court case brought last year by the Center for Biological Diversity
and other environmental organizations to force NMFS to institute new restrictions on the lobster fishery to protect right whales is proceeding in U.S. district court in Washington, D.C. The environmental organizations contend that
NMFS has violated the ESA by allowing whales to become entangled and die
due to fishing gear and are asking the judge to set a time by which the agency
must take corrective action. “The lawsuit is a wild card,” Keliher admitted. “The
DMR is working the the Attorney General’s office to submit an amicus brief.
That will allow information to be documented within the court case.”
With dilemmas like these as well as the crises that seem to occur every year,
such as a reduction in the herring quota or battles over aquaculture leases, one
would think that Keliher’s enthusiasm for his job might be wearing a bit thin.
On the contrary. “I love this job because of the people. We have a staff with a
diversity of skills and experience. Did you know we have one of the youngest
staffs in state agencies now?” Keliher said. “And I love talking with fishermen.
The support I got [ from eight state fishing organizations] to stay in this job was
incredibly humbling. I had no idea. Even a couple of fishermen whose licenses
I suspended wrote letters of support.” Keliher paused. “The hardest thing is to
suspend someone’s license. You have to give everyone a fair shake, give everyone the time to talk.”
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limits. New England Fisheries Science Center oceanographer Jim Manning
will review 2018 findings of the environmental monitoring program known as
eMolt. The program attaches temperature sensors to lobster traps and trawls
to record water temperatures at depth, data of growing importance as the Gulf
of Maine continues to warm. And throughout the weekend, Maine Sea Grant
will host a mobile recording studio parked
in the Samoset parking lot to continue capturing “Voices of the Fishermen’s Forum,”
interviews with fishermen and others pursuing their livelihoods on the water.

Association will hold their respective annual meetings. Staff and board members from the new Maine Ocean School in Searsport will speak about the magnet high school and its mission to provide a high school education focused on
Maine’s maritime connection. Fishermen and others involved in protecting the
working waterfront in Portland and other Maine communities will talk about
the recent events in Portland and the development pressures being felt in Boothbay
Harbor and other ports.
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
will present highlights from its 2018 marketing efforts and review its new focus for 2019.
The Collaborative, which was reauthorized
by the Maine Legislature in January 2018,
plans to concentrate on educating food
and seafood buyers about the Maine lobster
fishery and the culinary qualities of Maine
soft-shell lobster. A new seminar, on financial planning for retirement for fishermen,
also will take place in the afternoon.

On Friday the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association holds its 65th annual members
meeting. This will mark the first meeting
presided over by MLA’s President, Kristan
Porter, of Cutler. The MLA will update its
membership on the past year’s work advocating for lobstermen on bait allocations,
whale rules, ocean energy development,
developing better life jackets, and more.
The MLA will also explore what the pending herring quota cuts will mean for Maine
lobstermen and discuss strategies to keep
lobstermen fishing and profitable.
Also Friday morning, high school students
from the eight Downeast high schools participating in the Eastern Maine Skippers
Program, a program of the Maine Center for
Coastal Fisheries in Stonington, will speak
about their ongoing investigation into the
question of how technology can be used
to support sustainable and successful local
fisheries in the state. The MLA and DMR
will lead a session on the status of right
whales and management efforts to protect them. The National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) is evaluating the relationship between lobster gear and right whale
mortalities and is likely to promulgate additional regulations to protect the whales. The
session will include an update on the status
of the right whale population, an overview
of the management processes underway, an
update on the pending court case, and review the preliminary results of Maine’s vertical line project.

A topic on everyone’s minds is the impact
of warming sea temperatures in the Gulf of
Maine on the area’s fisheries. As the water
warms, species previously found in southern New England, such as black sea bass,
are making their way into Maine waters.
Will the state be ready to take advantage of
these changes and what are the regulatory
implications?

The Forum is a great time to catch up with other fishermen
and learn about the key issues in New England’s
commercial fisheries. Photos courtesy of the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum.

The Forum is known not only for its interesting seminars and mix of attendees but
for its social aspects. On Thursday night
there will be the popular seafood reception
and silent auction to benefit the Forum’s
student scholarship fund. Friday night features the annual fish dinner and live auction, an energetic event also to benefit the
scholarship fund. The weekend closes with
the annual banquet and awards ceremony
on Saturday night. Recognition will be given
to the Maine Patrol officer of the year and
an individual involved in the lobster fishery.

Forum attendees enjoy laughter and a selection of superb
seafood at the annual Seafood Reception.

The University of Southern Maine School of
Nursing will hold its health clinic throughout the Forum, offering free blood pressure checks, glucose screening, and cholesterol screening. Dr. Jensen from Maine
Dermatology will conduct skin cancer
checkups while a Coast Guard-approved
First Aid and CPR Training will take place
from 1 to 4:30 p.m. on Thursday (registration required). And of course, the popular
Trade Show will offer attendees everything
from oilskins to engines during the Forum.

On Friday afternoon, Department of Marine
Resources staff will give the annual lobster science and management update.
Preliminary data suggest a good 2018 season, with landings slightly less than 119 million pounds. The session will also explore
other management issues affecting the lobster industry including bait. NOAA officials
will follow that session with an open forum
on fisheries management; the public is encouraged to take part in that session.

We will see you there!

On Saturday the Maine Elver Fishermen’s
Association and Maine Alewife Harvesters
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RESEARCHERS LAUNCH LIFEJACKET VANS THAT AIM TO MAKE
LIFEJACKET USE EASY AND AFFORDABLE FOR LOBSTERMEN
Press release, NIOSH
According to the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH),
Lobster fishing deaths accounted for the highest number of occupational fatalities in East Coast fisheries from 2010-2014. Most of these deaths were related
to falls overboard (50%) or vessel disasters (30%) and based on fatality report
narratives, none of the recovered victims was wearing a lifejacket.
Researchers at the Northeast Center for Occupational Health and Safety:
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing (NEC) have been working with lobstermen in
Maine and Massachusetts over the past few years to understand why lifejacket use has been relatively uncommon among fishermen in this fishery sector.
Feedback from the community has pointed to a number of barriers to lifejacket use that the NEC and their partners (Fishing Partnership Support Services,
Maine Lobstermen’s Association, Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association,
McMillian Offshore Survival Training and the Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s
Association) plan to address with a “Lifejackets for Lobstermen” campaign.
According to the project’s coordinator, Rebecca Weil, the campaign will launch
in April of 2019 and will address the prior barriers that lobstermen have experienced when considering lifejackets. “We’ve been working with lobstermen over
the past few years to identify user-friendly, commercially available lifejackets
and fortunately, we have identified many that lobstermen find appealing. We
have also discovered that choosing a lifejacket is really a matter of personal pref-

Two lifejacket vans will be on the road and in New England ports this
year, offering fishermen the opportunity to try on and purchase PFDs
suitable for use while fishing. NEC photo.
erence, so fishermen need to have a number of options to consider, as well as information on the various features that will likely meet their specific work needs.”
To access easy and affordable options, Weil states that the campaign will feature two lifejacket vans that will drive to ports in Maine and Massachusetts.
The vans will provide lifejacket options at a one-time discount and will allow
fishermen to try them on, get information about the various options available
and learn about additional technology that can improve fishermen’s chances of
recovery and survival in the event of a fall overboard.

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

Independent Journalism
ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

NEW ENGLAND’S
MOST READ
Relevant Fisheries News
by Professional Journalists
NOW More Than Ever
The Fishing Industry Needs
In Depth, Quality, REAL NEWS
Monthly, 18,000 readers
from Eastport, Maine
to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195

“It’s What Fishermen Read”
www.FishermensVoice.com

In addition to improving access to affordable lifejackets, the campaign seeks
to make the process of getting and using lifejackets, a positive, fun experience.
“The Lifejackets for Lobstermen campaign is really more than just a mobile van
that carries lifejackets, it’s about bringing the community together to celebrate
and support a very important segment of coastal economies. We have been
working with local partners to promote the vans and organize fun and engaging
activities wherever possible in the various ports that the vans will service”, says
Julie Sorensen, the project’s director. The vans will be visiting ports in Maine and
Massachusetts throughout the spring, summer and early fall of 2019.
Over the next few months, the research group and its partners hope to make lifejacket use the norm in the lobster fishing community. As Captain Mark Ring, in
Gloucester, Massachusetts, said, “They are bringing safety to the fleet, one boat
at a time.” If the vans prove successful, NEC researchers plan to work with local
partners, community members, retailers, and fishing groups to develop a transition plan that will ensure the sustainability of the program through local ownership. Most importantly, they hope to improve fishermen’s chances of survival and
markedly reduce fatalities in the lobster fishing industry in the coming years.
The NEC is funded through the Centers for Disease Control to address prominent occupational safety and health hazards in agricultural, forestry and fishing
communities throughout the Northeast. In addition to conducting research and
developing safety programs, the Center offers safety training, health screening
and counseling services to agricultural, forestry and fisheries workers.
To find out more about the Lifejackets for Lobstermen campaign, individuals can visit the project Facebook page for updates at www.facebook.com/
LifejacketsforLobstermen or contact project staff via email at LifejacketProject@
bassett.org.
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NEW MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE TO ADDRESS LOBSTER ISSUES
By Melissa Waterman and Patrice McCarron
The first regular session of the 129th Legislature convened on December 5, 2018
and must complete its work by June 19, 2019. The Maine Legislature consists of
two chambers: the Senate and the House of Representatives. The House consist of 151 members (88 Democrats, 56 Republicans, 5 Independents, and 1
Independent and 1 vacancy). The House elected Sara Gideon to serve as Speaker
of the House and Kathleen Dillingham as House Minority Leader. The Senate
consists of 35 members (21 Democrats and 14 Republicans). The Senate elected
Troy Jackson to serve as Senate President and Dana Dow as Minority Leaders.
With the advent of the 129th Maine State Legislature comes a new slate of faces
on the Joint Committee on Marine Resources. The Committee’s responsibilities
include review of all bills pertaining to Maine’s many marine species, everything from seaweed harvesting to seafood dealer licensing.

LD 314 An Act to Simplify Apprenticeship Requirements for Student and Apprentice
Lobster and Crab Fishing License Holders (Sponsored by Rep Faulkingham of
Winter Harbor). This bill requires the Commissioner of Marine Resources to
allow a person with an Apprentice or Student lobster license to demonstrate
Apprentice Program completion through verified landings of at least 4,000
pounds of lobster over a period of not less than 2 years.
LD 340 An Act to Establish a Temporary Terminal Condition Medical Allowance
for Lobster and Crab Fishing License Holders (Sponsored by Rep McCreight of
Harpswell). This bill creates a temporary terminal condition medical allowance
that allows an individual to fish under the authority of the license of a Class I,
Class II or Class III lobster license holder when the following criteria are met:
•

The individual is the child, spouse or domestic partner of the license holder, and has completed the lobster apprentice program, and

The two co-chairman this session are Senator David Miramant of Camden and
Representative Jay McCreight of Harpswell. The
Committee is comprised of 13 members, eight of
whom have served on this committee during a
previous Legislature and four who have lobster
fishing experience. Four members of the committee — Allison Hepler, Genevieve McDonald,
Billy Bob Faulkingham and Kathy Javner — are
serving their very first terms in the Legislature.

•

The license holder has been diagnosed with a terminal condition and harvested a minimum of 1,000 pounds of lobsters within one year prior to the
request.

We contacted Senator Miramant to hear his perspective on his new position.

LR 6 An Act to Encourage the Safe Disposal of Expired Marine Flares (Sponsored
by Rep McCreight of Harpswell).

“I am excited to get to work dealing with the
40 or so bills that will be sent to our committee. We have a diverse group of members who
all share a passion for protecting our marine
resources now and for the future. Because of
this diversity and experience, the members
have shown a grasp of the issues we are facing.
We will not waste the time of those who travel
to make their views known in Augusta. We will
be grouping the bills to minimize travel for any
particular subject matter, as we understand
what it takes to give up time from fishing to
come and testify.”

Joyce “Jay” McCreight.

The bill allows the license holder to continue to fish pursuant to the license despite having been issued an allowance but permits only one person, the license
holder or the designated individual, to fish under the license at any one time.
The temporary terminal condition medical allowance may not exceed one
year in duration and may be renewed at the discretion of the Commissioner of
Marine Resources.

LD 16 An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Invest in Infrastructure to
Address Sea Level Rise (Sponsored by Rep Brennan of Portland). This bill seeks
to move a referendum question forward: “Do you favor a $50,000,000 bond issue to improve waterfront and 18 coastal infrastructure in municipalities to
address sea level rise?”
LR 148 Resolve, Establishing a Commission to Study the Existing Potential and
Future Impacts of Aquatic and Marine Debris on Maine’s Aquatic and Coastal
Habitats and Species (Sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle).
LR 747 An Act to Remove Night-time Restrictions on Lobster Fishing in a Certain
Area in the Bay of Fundy (sponsored by Rep Tuell of East Machias).

David Miramant.

LR 851 An Act to Simplify Maine’s Lobster Licensing System (sponsored by Rep
Faulkingham of Winter Harbor).

To date, there have been 34 marine resource related bills put forward. Nine of these are lobster-related bills. There are others
that deal with marine debris, ocean acidification and the marine economy that
will indirectly impact the lobster industry.

LR 852 An Act to Provide Equity in the Lobster License Promotion Surcharge
(sponsored by Rep Faulkingham of Winter Harbor).

Lobster-related Bills

LR 1313 An Act to Further Define the Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area
(Sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle).

Bills titles that have not yet been printed are assigned an “LR” number. Once the
bill is drafted with the text of the proposed legislative changes, it is assigned an
“LD” number. The following bills and bill titles were available as of press date.
LD 28 An Act Regarding Access to Lobster Licenses (Sponsored by Rep McCreight
of Harpswell). This bill would authorize those who have completed the
Apprentice program and been on the waiting list for 10 or more years as a new
zone entrant. This process would occur annually. This would not affect new
zone entrants through the existing limited entry process.
LD 174 An Act to Promote Youth Participation in the Maine Lobster Fishery
(Sponsored by Rep McDonald of Stonington). This bill would allow an unlicensed person who is 12 years old or younger to assist a Class I, II or III lobster
license holder while lobstering.

LR 1312 An Act to Improve the Student Lobster Licensing Program (Sponsored by
Rep Devin of Newcastle).

LR 2191 Resolve, To Require Maine to Become an Affiliate of the International
Alliance to Combat Ocean Acidification (Sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle).
LR 2075 An Act to Incorporate Advancements in Watershed Nutrient Management
with Research on the Influence of Nutrient Management on Ocean and Coastal
Acidification and Hypoxia (Sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle).
LR 2089 An Act to Protect Maine’s Marine Waters (Sponsored by Rep Devin ,
Newcastle).
LR 1161 An Act to Strengthen the Marine Economy (Sponsored by Pres Jackson
of Aroostook).

Members of the Marine Resources Committee
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Robert.Alley@legislature.maine.gov
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Rep. Will Tuell, East Machias
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Will.Tuell@legislature.maine.gov

Sen. Dana Dow, Waldoboro
R. - District 13, Lincoln County
207-446-3262
dana.dow@legislature.maine.gov

Rep. Lydia Blume, York
D. - District 3
207-363-9235
Lydia.Blume@legislature.maine.gov

Rep. Sherm Hutchins, Penobscot
R. - District 131
207-479-8545
Sherman.Hutchins@legislature.maine.gov

Deirdre Schneider, Analyst
207-287-1670
Deirdre.Schneider@legislature.maine.gov

Sen. Eloise Vitelli, Arrowsic
D. - District 23, Sagadahoc County
207-443-4660
Eloise.Vitelli@legislature.maine.gov

Rep. Mick Devin, Newcastle
D. - District 90
207-975-3132
Michael.Devin@legislature.maine.gov

Rep. Kathy Javner, Chester
R. - District 141
207-290-1321
Kathy.Javner@legislature.maine.gov

Rep. Jay McCreight (Co-Chair),
Harpswell
D. - District 51
207-449-3293
Jay.McCreight@legislature.maine.gov

Rep. Billy Bob Faulkingham, Winter
Harbor
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William.Faulkingham@legislature.
maine.gov

Rep. Genevieve McDonald, Stonington
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maine.gov
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In the
NEWS
MAINE LANDINGS TOP 100 MILLION POUNDS IN 2018
Preliminary figures indicate Maine’s lobster harvest was up slightly in 2018,
but didn’t match the total of the record-setting 2016 season. Anecdotal data
shared at the 2019 Global Seafood Market Conference revealed that the 2018
catch total finished at around 119 million pounds. Maine lobstermen landed a
little over 110 million pounds of lobster in 2017, after landing an all-time high
of nearly 131 million pounds in 2016.
“It was a very, very healthy harvest rate from Maine this year,” Keith Moores,
president of seafood supplier F.W. Bryce, said during his presentation. Moores
reported unofficial figures which show the Canadian harvest was stable in 2018
at around 198,416,000 pounds (90,000 metric tons). In 2017, Canada caught
92,682 metric tons of lobster, or approximately 200 million pounds and in 2016,
the catch was nearly identical, at 92,601 metric tons. After a delayed start due
to bad weather, Canada’s current season has been steady, according to Owen
Kenney, the sales and business development manager of Downeast Specialty
Products, which has lobster operations in both Canada and Maine.

EAST COAST SEAFOODS REFOCUSING ON PROSPECT
HARBOR FACILITY
Garbo Seafood closed its Groton,
Connecticut, live lobster packing
plant in mid-January. The company, part of East Coast Seafoods,
plans to make new investments in
its Prospect Harbor facility, Maine
Fair Trade Lobster, to increase
production capacity, optimize the
production process, and enhance
More positions could be coming
labor needs. Most of the work being
to Prospect Harbor in the coming
carried out at the Groton operation
will be absorbed into the Prospect
months. MFT photo.
Harbor facility, with the remainder
moving to East Coast’s new lobster processing line in New Bedford, one of the
most advanced processing lines in the industry, according to a company release.
East Coast said the impending consolidation is the result of years of planning.

P.E.I. LOBSTERMEN VOTE TO CHANGE FISHING TIMES
NEW CALVES JOIN RIGHT WHALE POPULATION
Prince Edward Island’s fall lobster fishermen have voted in favor the Maritime
Fishermen’s Union proposal to have the federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans enforce a curfew in the Lobster Fishing Area the two organizations
share.
The majority voted in favor of fishing trips not beginning before 4 a.m. and
boats being off the water by 9 p.m. Lobster landings for P.E.I. boats in LFA 25
were reported as 8.26 million pounds for 2018, an increase of nearly 11% from
the previous year. But fishermen in the north end of the district, especially
from Miminegash to North Cape, report that the increase in lobsters is not occurring in the waters where they traditionally fish and they are being forced to
sail further south to set their gear.

Good news for right whales!
As of January 28, four right
whale calves travelling with
their mothers have been spotted in the calving grounds
off of Florida. The news was
encouraging because no confirmed births occurred during
the 2018 calving season. The
Florida Fish & Wildlife photo.
right whales’ calving season
usually starts in December and peaks in January and February. An annual average of 17 young whales were born during the years between 1990 and 2014.

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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You can find more information, links, and photos at
www.mainelobstermen.org.
And let us know if you would like us to list your upcoming events!

February 4
MLA Board of Directors meeting, NOON,
Darby’s restaurant, Belfast.
February 5-7
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
annual meeting, Arlington, VA

February 16
Safety and Survival Training and Drill
Conductor Training, Coast Guard Station,
Belfast. FMI and to register: 338-1603.
February 28-March 2
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Samoset Resort,
Rockport.

February 11
Maine Lobster Research Collaborative, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., DMR, Boothbay

March 1
Maine Lobstermen’s Association Annual
Meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset Resort, Rockland.

February 12
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative Board
Meeting, 1 p.m., Island Institute, Rockland.

Upcoming
March 17-19
Seafood Expo North America, Boston.

February 13
DMR Proposed Rules on State Waters Herring
and Menhaden Fisheries, Comments due.

April 5-6
Lobster Institute Town Meeting, Westin Hotel,
Portland, ME
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603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com
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Whales continued from page 1

the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The current “whale rules,” such as sinking
groundline and limits on vertical lines, are mandated under the MMPA.
The goal of the TRT, which comprises more than 30 state and federal officials
and organizations, is “to reduce injuries and deaths of large whales due to incidental entanglement in fishing gear.” The group is examining possible changes
to the existing whale management plan — such as closures, expanded gear
marking and gear modifications — to reduce the impact of Atlantic coast fisheries on right whales. The goal under the MMPA is to have less than one whale
per year die or become seriously injured as a result of human activities. Under
the MMPA, the TRT must compare the number of whale deaths and serious
injuries with the potential biological removal (PBR) figure, which is currently
less than one right whale per year.
Concurrently, NMFS’s Protected Species Division is at work on a “Biological
Opinion” on the status of the right whales as required under the ESA. If the
Biological Opinion finds that the lobster fishery jeopardizes the recovery of the
right whale species, it could mean much more drastic regulation changes.
“The Biological Opinion looks at all issues that affect the survival of right
whales, including human interactions, environmental factors, pollution and
sublethal impacts,” Patrice McCarron, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
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(MLA) executive director, explained. The MLA has intervenor status in the
court case prompting NMFS’s new Biological Opinion analysis. The Biological
Opinion considers not only actions to reduce the severity of injury to right
whales, but also the sublethal impacts of human activity on whales. New research has shown that entanglement in fishing gear may result in a decline in
the health of entangled whales, particularly females.
This had led to the possibility of a second set of new regulations. Due to the
likelihood that the lobster fishery could be found to jeopardize the recovery of
right whales, the ASMFC is reviewing its lobster management plan with an eye
toward reducing the fishery’s impact on right whales. The Lobster Technical
Committee is examining whether reducing endlines or the number of traps
might benefit whales. “If ASMFC moves forward with a management action, it
would be to minimize the lobster industry’s interaction with right whales and
therefore avoid a jeopardy finding against the fishery,” McCarron said.
“Maine lobstermen have rope in the water, so we are actively engaged in the
plan. But the data do not show that it is Maine lobster gear causing serious
injury and mortality [in right whales],” McCarron added. “Since 2016, most
[deaths from entanglement] were confirmed in Canadian snow crab gear or
the gear was unknown.”
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Ah, the power of the Internet!
Kevin Hornby from North Haven, Maine was considering re-naming his boat. So,
as so many people do these days, he posted the question to fellow lobstermen
via Facebook, hoping for a few good ideas. Looks like he struck a chord: Hornby
received over 400 suggested names, many within an hour of the original post.
Despite the flood of contributions, he decided he’s going to stick with his boat’s
current name, High Hopes.
No Name
Depth Perception
Last One
Boaty McBoatface
Dirty Oar
Twizted Skipper
Hot Cod
Screemen Demon
Long December
Enough’s E Nuff
Lickety Split
Gate Keeper
Part Timer
Yesha
Sweat Meat
Dying Breed
Frayed knot
After You
It’s Always Something
Cut and Tie
Downward Spiral
The Nightcrawler

Playmate
Haulin’ Trawl
Probable Cause
Ty One On
Rock Hard
Heavy Meds
Trap Queen
A Salt Weapon
Waisted Sea Men
Never Home
Struggle
Answered Prayer
Her Diamond
Creature of Habit
Happy Place
Gone Again
Trap Settah
Feet & Inches
Aquaholic
Gambit
Oil Slick
Split Tale

Minor Debt
She Ain’t Much
Willing & Able
Dirty Seeds
Go to College
Mother’s Worrier
Harsh Mistress
Knot Happy
Child Support
Knot For Shore
Lay A Wake
Town Pump
Afraid Knot
She Haul-ahs
Tide N Knots
Something to Talk About
Bug Assassin
Cruel Intentions
Screw Loose
Knot A Problem
Overtime
No Excuses

Sea Word
Point er’ North
Take Me in
No frills Just Bills
Sotally Tober
Liquidator
Chapter 11
She Got the House
The Gold Mine
Time Out
Floating Debt
Hard to Fathom
Misery
Just what I needed
Nothing Else Matters
The Other Woman
All In
Last Penny
Miss Guided
Knuckle Meat
Pine Float
Daily Bread

Northern Lights
Ocean Exposed
Berth Control
Thank The Bank
Crawler Hauler
Mistakes Were Made
Handy Cap
Money Pit
Hope She Floats
Ship of Fools
Crystal Ship
Dock Holiday
Harvester
Pier Pressure
Undertaker
Executioner
Nevah Know

Complete and Committed.
THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION.
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www.mackboring.com • 800-MACK-ENG

Size Matters
More Misery
Low Expectations
Crustacean Frustracean
Affliction
Not Today
No Money Anymore
Ledge Hopper
Fastest Catch
Weather Oar Knot
Ex Factor
Wet Dream
Bug Snatcher
Bad Investment
Endurance
Breaking Daylight
Baitum ‘n wait

