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LOBSTERMEN REMAIN FRUSTRATED OVER
STATE’S PROPOSED WHALE RULES
By MLA staff
“I’m sick of it, Maine is not killing these whales,” announced lobsterman Peter
Eaton of Cape Porpoise. His words captured the frustration voiced by many of
the state’s lobstermen over the latest iteration of the Department of Marine
Resources’ (DMR) proposed whale plan.
DMR officials got an earful from lobstermen as they travelled the coast in
January and early February to discuss the agency’s proposal to reduce the risk
of Maine lobster gear to right whales through new gear marking and other
proposed requirements. Hundreds of lobstermen attended the meetings to express their concerns over DMR’s latest plan, which they say is too complicated
and will not work for many.
DMR’s director of external affairs Megan Ware and director of protected resources Erin Summers walked lobstermen through the details of the state’s
new gear marking requirements, which must be implemented by September
1, and of the proposal to trawl up traps and weaken remaining endlines. DMR’s
plan was recently submitted to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for
review. DMR does not know if the measures will be approved but does not expect any new whale rules — other that Maine’s gear marking requirements —
to be implemented before 2021.
“We don’t know if the plan will be accepted, but at least Maine will have something on record if the courts move forward. And NMFS has something to consider, which we hope they can use to avoid a jeopardy finding against the lobster fishery in the Biological Opinion,” said Ware, referring to the Endangered

Zone C Lobster Council members and local lobstermen listen to
Department of Marine Resources staff review elements of Maine’s whale
plan. MLA photo.
Species Act Section 7 requirement. According to DMR, the Biological Opinion
is expected to come out in early 2020.
“The courts are the wildcard,” Commissioner Keliher told the Lobster Advisory
Council at its meeting in January. “The state will file an amicus if there is any
action in the court [in a case filed by environmental groups against NMFS].
And the state is submitting briefs in the court case in Bangor against Maine
filed by Max Strahan.”
Continued on page 18
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REMEMBERING FORMER
MLA PRESIDENT
ED BLACKMORE
By Jack Merrill
The Maine lobster industry
has lost one of its treasures. Ed Blackmore passed
away in late December at
the age of 92. His obituary
in the Bangor Daily News
gives a sense of his amazing resume: Ed was a graduate of Stonington High
School and served with
the U.S. Army occupation
forces following WWII in
Germany. Afterwards, for
31 years he was a full-time
fisherman. He was a charter member of the Maine
Photo courtesy of The Lobster
Lobstermen’s Association
Institute.
(MLA) and its president
and executive director
from 1974 to1991. Two major accomplishments during his tenure
were the Tax Reform Act of 1976, which recognized sternmen as independent contractors, and the State sales tax exemption on commercial fishing vessels in 1979.
Ed was a leader in establishing the lobster cooperative movement
Continued on page 3
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

You might not recognize it, but Maine’s lobster fishery is full
of complexity. The state’s long, indented coast offers a nearly infinite variety of coves, harbors and bays, differing tidal
ranges, all types of seafloor and an array of coastal currents
that would make most people’s heads spin. Lobstermen rig
their traps differently depending on where they fish. They
insert different amounts of weight in them based on how
rugged the tides are in their area. They use a smorgasbord
of baits to lure the lobsters into the traps. Some fish from
large high-powered boats that ply offshore waters, others
in smaller boats that stay close to shore.
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Yet despite the complexity of the fishery and the different fishing approaches of the men and women involved,
most are united in their deep opposition to regulations
designed to protect endangered right whales proposed by
the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) this winter,
as was made evident at
the Lobster Zone Council
meetings held in January
and early February. The
regulations, which require
a combination of trawling
up (adding more traps to
a trawl depending on distance from shore), inserting weak points in the line,
and gear marking, brought
lobstermen out in great
numbers to voice their displeasure, as highlighted in
this issue of Landings.
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All Maine lobstermen will be required to report on all their
lobstering trips soon, rather than the random 10% of lobstermen required now. It is likely that most lobstermen will
turn to electronic reporting software rather than paper. In
this issue Lange Solberg, a North American manager at
Deckhand Log Book, part of the Real Time Data company,
provides an overview of vessel monitoring systems (VMS),
electronic monitoring (EM), and electronic reporting (ER)
to clarify what each does and how they fit with one another.

An onerous task that lobstermen and others face this
time of year is getting
ready to file tax returns.
For some, that process
may seem overwhelming,
due to past tax problems
or changes in their business or life situation. Rick
Garcia, of Back River Tax
Accounting, writes this
month about the benefits
a trained and licensed tax
accountant can provide
fishermen who need a little help at tax time. As he
says, “Remember, you’re
not alone. Many people get
into tax trouble for a variety of reasons. The best
February is a quiet time in Maine’s lobster fishery.
thing to do now is work on
Thoughts turn to spring and the next season.
fixing the problem.”
MLA photo.

Erin Summers at DMR is
the lead investigator in a
three-year project to evaluate the gear configurations
used by lobstermen in
Maine and Massachusetts
and test the strength of rope used in the fishery. She presents some initial findings from that research in this issue.

Thank you!

Institute in Portland. How is this change affecting the
many species that live in or visit the Gulf ? How is it affecting the fishermen who make their livings here? In the first
article of our series, we look at the shift in seasonal patterns, called phenology, taking place in the Gulf of Maine.

There are other things taking place along the coast this season. Maine is celebrating its 200th anniversary in 2020 with
an array of events and commemorations. Landings begins
a series this month looking at the state’s history through
its many small fishing harbors, communities that often
were among the first settled by European immigrants. This
month we look at the Downeast town of Machiasport on
Machias Bay. Once part of Machias, which was settled in
1763, Machiasport became its own town in 1826, just six
years after Maine finally separated from Massachusetts.
We also begin a series on the effects that a warming Gulf
of Maine are having on the people and marine species of
the Gulf. Most fishermen are aware that the Gulf of Maine
is growing warmer. From 1982 to 2013, the Gulf warmed by
an average of 0.05o F. per decade. The rate of increase took
an upturn in 2004. The Gulf is now warming by an average
of 0.04o F. per year, according to the Gulf of Maine Research

We also recognize in this issue the passing of long-time MLA president Ed Blackmore,
who died at age 92 in December, 2019. Blackmore was the
face of the MLA for nearly two decades, from 1974 to 1991.
A Stonington lobsterman, Blackmore was a rock-steady
defender of Maine lobstermen, taking on any who would
threaten the fishery without hesitation. As MLA board
member Jack Merrill writes in his remembrance of Ed, “For
him, standing up to a senator, a president, or anyone else
was no different than talking to an acquaintance at the supermarket. He showed respect for everyone and demanded respect from everyone.” He will be missed.
On a happier note, next month bring the annual Maine
Fishermen’s Forum, a three-day event focusing on the fisheries of the Gulf of Maine. It’s a time of talking, arguing,
listening and learning. Landings provides a preview of the
Forum, which celebrates its 45th year. We hope to see you
there!

Subscribe to Landings, where lobstermen get their news!
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Ed Blackmore continued from page 1

in Maine and was a member of the Stonington
Lobster Cooperative for many years.
He served on the New England Fishery
Management Council (NEFMC) and was chairman of the Maine Lobster Advisory Council, and
director and credit officer of the Fishermen’s
Credit Union. Ed was founding chairman of the
Lobster Institute at the University of Maine, and
he received an honorary doctorate degree from
the university in 1992. He was a member of the
board of directors of Commercial Fisheries News,
the executive committee of Associated Fisheries
of Maine, and the U.S. Coast Guard National
Fishing Vessel Safety Board of Advisors.
His dreams for and dedication to the Maine lobster industry were an inspiration that will remain with us forever. When I first joined MLA, I was lucky
enough to get to know Ed. Without recognizing it, he was setting extremely
high standards. How could I be as straightforward and honest, as fearless, as
courageous? For him, standing up to a senator, a president, or anyone else was
no different than talking to an acquaintance at the supermarket. He showed
respect for everyone and demanded respect from everyone.
Ed loved the lobster fishery and its hard-working men and women. He understood immediately that we needed to be responsible; we needed to protect the
environment we worked in; we needed to support our coastal communities;
and that we had a huge challenge ahead of us to do this. It was a challenge that
Ed took on headfirst.
I remember when Ed first told us he was going to a NEFMC meeting. The MLA
board sent him with just one message to deliver, “Tell them they need to adopt
our V-notch law.” When we next met, we asked him how the meeting went
and his response was, “You mean, after they stopped laughing?” Ed didn’t let
this ignorance deter him. He never wavered from the mission. Years later, the
V-notch law was not only enacted by the New England states, but by the Irish
lobster fishery and parts of Canada as well.

Ed loved young people and innovation. He knew that he needed to involve a
younger generation (now the older generation) in order to withstand the outside pressures of state and federal regulations. He knew that fishermen had to
participate in the political process, like it or not. The federal proposals at the
time were particularly scary — closed seasons, a 4-inch minimum measure,
abolishment of the V-notch law, corporate trap licenses (the accumulation of
trap tags by one owner) and, incredibly, open season on lobsters for draggers
(even though the trap fishery was deemed over-fished). These threats to our
way of life were real, and somehow Ed helped maneuver us past them. When
he passed the torch, he knew that future battles were looming (like the whale
issue), but he’d seen our industry grow in ways past generations couldn’t have
imagined.
How many people do you know who have influenced change in your life?
There’s no one involved in the Maine lobster business alive today who doesn’t
owe thanks to Ed Blackmore. The fishing business would simply not be what
it is today if he hadn’t stepped up to the plate. He spent thousands of hours
traveling to meetings to advocate for us, while we stayed fishing.
Ed, I know you’re up there looking down on us now, still putting miles on your
cream-colored El Dorado, probably speeding… but if you hear me, I can’t thank
you enough!
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Damariscotta lawyer Clayton Howard,
former MLA presidents Ed Blackmore and
David Cousens share a laugh at the MLA’s
50th anniversary celebration in 2004.
CFN photo.
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When the idea of the Lobster Institute came up — an international organization to bring fishermen, scientists, dealers, and regulators together to identify and work for common goals — Ed embraced it. Even though half the MLA

board at the time wanted nothing to do with it, Ed felt strongly
that the Institute would open
doors for better communication and that going forward we
would need allies to survive
the political environment. We
needed to find Maine scientists who would work with us.
Working together would bring
credibility that we needed
to move ahead. Even before
that, Ed and Clayton Howard
had traveled the coast to help
start lobster co-ops, including mine, the Cranberry Isles
Fishermen’s Co-Op.
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GUEST COLUMN: Technology at sea: A refresher on EM, ER, and VMS
By Lange Solberg

The evolution of technology in commercial fisheries is as constant as the industry itself. Traps, nets, engines, electronics, and materials have always been
changing at varying paces through time. It is worth remembering that adopting new technologies, even if in some cases it’s mandatory, can empower fishermen and make one’s operation more efficient.
Key among those are vessel monitoring systems (VMS), electronic monitoring
(EM), and electronic reporting (ER). Many don’t understand what these technologies are or how they fit alongside one another.
Vessel monitoring system, or VMS, is a technology used to track vessels in nearreal time using devices on board which transmit location via satellite to shorebased enforcement facilities. This is different from an automatic identification
system (AIS), a vessel location system which uses the VHF radio band to transmit similar data and is accessible to anyone with the right equipment. VMS
began as a tool to aid in fisheries enforcement in the 1990s in several fisheries
worldwide. Now, most U.S. fishermen harvesting in federal waters must use a
VMS transponder to transmit relevant location data back to National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS). Most inshore and state-managed fisheries around
the U.S. do not have a VMS requirement. VMS data is typically not publicly
available due to privacy, law enforcement and security concerns.
The commercial catch of target and non-target species is monitored primarily
through the use of independent observers in U.S. federal fisheries. Due to cost
and efficiency, many are now transitioning to electronic monitoring (EM) using
mounted cameras. In particular, small boat fishermen in federal waters have
been interested in switching over to fixed camera technology to ease the burden
of carrying an additional person on board. EM is being tested around the country in various phases, depending on region. Innovation in camera technology,
such as species identification using artificial intelligence is also well underway.
Think about the artificial intelligence behind a mobile banking app, which reads
a check deposited using a smartphone. EM makes catch and discard monitoring
more efficient on board for those fishermen already required to carry observers.
Another technology that is becoming more common across fisheries is electronic reporting (ER). ER is the digitization of fish tickets or landings reports
that fishermen have traditionally submitted to regulators in paper form.

Depending on the sophistication of the
ER software, it can also be a powerful tool
to provide real-time data to fishermen. It
saves time when entering logbook data
and calculating catch totals while allowing
fishery managers to process landings data
much more quickly, accurately, and efficiently. ER has been developed on devices
ranging from special hardware to desktop
computers and now is prevalent on tablets
and smartphones. Many tablets and most
smartphones running ER software also
have GPS chips built in and may be able
to serve as a low-cost alternatives to VMS,
particularly in fisheries where vessel tracking has not yet been implemented.

Lange Solberg is the North
American manager for
Deckhand Logbook, part
of Real Time Data North
America.

East Coast fishermen are most familiar
with reporting requirements through the
submission of vessel trip reports (VTRs). Since March 2018, party and charter vessel operators in the Mid-Atlantic region have been submitting mandatory electronic VTRs (eVTRs), primarily using either free or paid apps on smartphones and tablets. The Mid-Atlantic and New England Fishery Management
Councils have been deliberating on eVTR reporting and its potential application
to all commercial federal fisheries in both regions. According to the Mid-Atlantic
Council website, the Council chose in December to implement eVTRs in the region with a 48-hour deadline for submission after completion of a trip. The New
England Fishery Management Council is currently deciding on the issue.
Maine lobstermen are required to meet a 100% harvester reporting requirement under Addendum 26 of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s
lobster management plan by 2024.
Each technology serves a different purpose for fishermen and fishery managers. Adopting any new technology on a fishing vessel presents its challenges.
Embracing the various EM, ER, and VMS solutions, however, can provide an
opportunity to empower one’s own business operation with the specific advantages these innovative technologies can provide while fishing.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com
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A PREVIEW OF THE 45TH ANNUAL MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM
By Melissa Waterman
For many the notion of turning 45 means middle age, a time of slowing down.
But not for the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. Now entering its 45th year, the 2020
Forum, whose lead sponsor is Mack Boring and Parts Company, promises to be
as lively as ever, packed with the people, businesses and organizations involved
in the many fisheries of the region.
The Forum begins on Thursday, March
5, with an all-day seminar on wind
energy development in the Gulf of
Maine. Those interested in attending
are asked to pre-register for the seminar at https://mainefishermensforum.
org/wind-seminar. The seminar will
address topics such as Maine and the
region’s renewable energy goals, fisheries issues, new technologies, and the
goals of the recently formed Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management Task Force
and those of individual states. Speakers
include federal and state agencies representatives and fishing industry members involved in wind energy projects.
Also on Thursday will be an all-day
seminar focusing on the state’s shellfish industry. Presentations include
talks on shellfish conservation and
water quality, applied shellfish science,
emerging environmental risks, and an
update from the Shellfish Advisory
Council.

The range of seminars at the Forum is matched by the ever-popular Forum
Trade Show. This year nearly 120 companies, organizations, and agencies will
be setting up booths at the Trade Show, offering participants the chance to
talk about and look at engines, electronics, traps — everything and anything
related to the art of fishing.
On Thursday night will be the seafood reception, sponsored by Smithwick &
Mariners Insurance, Farm Credit East, and National Fisherman, with seafood
items donated by an array of companies.
On Friday night will be a dinner followed by the annual Forum Scholarship
Auction, this year featuring David Etnier as auctioneer, to raise funds for the
regular scholarship fund. The Forum’s scholarship fund benefits children,
grandchildren or a legal dependents of those actively involved in Maine’s seafood industry. Undergraduates attending a two- or four-year college who are in
at least the second year of their program or students who are in at least the second semester of their certificate program are eligible. This year, in honor of the
Forum’s 45th anniversary, the Board of Directors of the Forum have donated a
$4,500 scholarship. In addition,
an anonymous fisherman has
donated two $6,000 scholarships. Scholarship applications
are accepted through March 4.

You never know what will be up
for auction at the Friday night
scholarship event. MFF photo.

As in years past, there will be survival training classes held in the Samoset
Resort pool beginning on Friday morning. Also on Friday morning the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) will hold its 66th annual meeting at 9 a.m.; all
MLA members are invited to attend.
Participants can learn about recent changes that have been made to the federal Atlantic herring fishery management plan, which led to a sharp reduction
in the herring quota in 2019. The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative will
present its annual report on its activities and provide a look at what’s ahead in
2020. In the afternoon, there will be a seminar on the federal scallop fishery and
possible management changes coming this year. Later on Friday officials from
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will take part
in an open forum on key issues in the region. The afternoon session will allowsparticipants to question those decision-makers whose actions directly affect
multiple fisheries, an opportunity rarely found elsewhere.
On Saturday, the day opens with a session on the Northeast Center for
Occupational Health and Safety’s Lifejackets for Lobstermen project. The
three-year project was created to encourage fishermen to wear personal flotation devices while fishing. To do that, project staff surveyed fishermen around
the Gulf about what they looked for in a lifejacket and tested numerous models
with fishermen in Maine and
Massachusetts. In 2019, two
vans travelled to 53 different
harbors throughout the year
offering fishermen 11 different styles of lifejackets for
sale at 50% retail cost. The
project ultimately distributed
more than 1,000 lifejackets to
lobstermen throughout the
region.
The Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) will present
The Forum allows fishermen to meet and
the results of its 2019 lobster research work, including
talk with those in power at the state and
ventless trap, trawl, settlefederal level. Forum coordinator Chilloa
ment and sea sampler data.
Young, left, and Gov. Janet Mills at the
The DMR will also release the
2019 Forum. MFF photo.
state’s preliminary fisheries
landings figures for the year.
In the afternoon, DMR’s Marine Patrol will review the new gear-marking requirements for lobstermen including the Maine-only gear mark color, purple,
placement of marks throughout the line, and the do’s and don’ts of complying
with this new requirement.
The afternoon will also feature seminars on scallop farming, a developing sector in the state’s aquaculture industry, a discussion of handling practices in lobster businesses, and changes taking place along Maine’s working waterfront.

Saturday night brings the
Forum to an end with the annual banquet and dance.
During the evening awards will
be made, including the DMR
Officer of the Year award.
Throughout the three-day event,
students from the University of
Maine’s School of Nursing will
be holding a health clinic, where
anyone can get free blood pressure checks, glucose and cholesterol screenings.

Everyone has a good time at the
Forum! MFF photo.

Once again, we look forward to seeing you at the Forum!
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A CHANGING GULF OF MAINE
By Melissa Waterman
The Gulf of Maine is growing warmer. From 1982 to 2013, the Gulf warmed by an
average of 0.05o F. per decade. The rate of that increase in temperature took an
upturn in 2004. The Gulf is now warming by an average of 0.04 o F. per year, according to data from the Gulf of Maine Research Institute in Portland. The results
of a warmer Gulf of Maine are many, ranging from the introduction of new marine
species to alterations in the chemistry of the ocean itself.
This montn Landings begins a series that explores some of the changes that Maine
fishermen are experiencing as a consequence of alterations in the Gulf ’s environment and what may face them in the near future.
Fishermen are known for cryptic sayings. After all, they spend a lot of time on
the ocean, keep a keen eye on weather patterns, and note the patterns of the
seasons in relation to their catches. All that information gets mulled over during long hours behind the wheel, resulting in some pithy observations. Nick
Faulkingham fished one fall with Ossie and Sonny Beal out of Jonesport. “I
asked Ossie, when do you think things will pick up? He pointed in towards the
shore and said, ‘When you see orange in the trees, there will be orange in the
traps.’ The ole boy was right!” Another lobsterman in southern Maine recalled
that his father always timed the start of the shedder season by the raspberry
bushes. When the raspberries were ripe, it was time for the shedders to arrive.
As the Gulf of Maine changes, however, these sayings may no longer hold true.
A paper entitled “It’s about time: A synthesis of changing phenology in the Gulf
of Maine ecosystem,” published last year in the journal Fisheries Oceanography,
looked at what is known about changes in the seasonal patterns of the many
species that call the Gulf of Maine home. A team of scientists, led by Michelle
Staudinger, an ecologist at the Northeast Climate Adaptation Science Center
at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, found only 20 research studies
of shifts in seasonal patterns in the Gulf of Maine compared to a multitude of
terrestrial reports. Their in-depth review of those studies revealed some of the
complex changes that are affecting the entire Gulf food web.
Different species use the Gulf of Maine at different times of the year. Elvers
arrive in the late winter, alewives in the spring, whales migrate through in the
spring and summer and ospreys return in April. These comings and goings are
not haphazard but timed to coincide with certain water temperatures and food
availability. These species leave their winter homes to come to the Gulf just at
the time they most need energy for reproduction and growth. But, as the paper
noted, the Gulf of Maine is “experiencing rapid and intense changes in bottom,
air, and sea surface temperatures during all seasons, and relative to other global oceans, with the most pronounced warming occurring in recent decades.”
“The responses to climate change are very species-specific,” explained Staudinger
in a recent interview. “There’s wide consensus among experts that the consequences of species shifting in space and
time mean changes in the broader ecological relationships in the region.”
Take the spring phytoplankton bloom, for
instance. Typically, that bloom occurs in
April followed by a peak in zooplankton
growth. Among those zooplankton are
the all-important copepod called Calanus
Calanus finmarchicus.
finmarchicus. Calanus finmarchicus basiImage courtesy of Maine
cally goes to sleep deep in the Gulf during
Public.
the winter months, puts on a little weight,
and reappears when water temperature
rises in the early spring. North Atlantic right whales love Calanus finmarchicus
because they are packed with fat. The right whales begin to appear in Cape
Cod Bay as early as January, with the number of whales reaching a peak in late
spring as they take advantage of the zooplankton blooms.

Other migrants to the region in spring include alewives, blueback herring, shad,
Atlantic sturgeon and rainbow smelt. Staudinger’s paper notes that the time
each species returns is tied to water temperature, river flow and ice breakup in
the rivers that flow to the Gulf. Migratory birds such as terns and Atlantic puffins
typically return to their summer homes on offshore islands in April or early May.
But the timing of these migrations may be altering, leading to what ecologists
call a mismatch between a particular species and the food it needs. It’s like
someone hearing a far-off bell ring for supper and, upon arriving, finding that
the meal has already been served.
Staudinger and her colleagues found average air temperature over New
England increased most in the winter months, rising at rates of 0.18°C/decade
(1895–2017). In the central
Gulf of Maine, on the other
hand, the uptick in temperature was most pronounced
between July and September,
with an increase of about
1.0°C/decade (1982–2014).
That additional warmth results in a cascade of impacts.
Think about the freshwater
flowing from the many rivers
that enter the Gulf. On average, there’s been an increase
in precipitation throughout
Black sea bass is one marine species that
the region from 1895 to 2010,
has taken advantage of a warming Gulf
according to Staudinger’s
of Maine. Photo courtesy of New England
paper. That precipitation is
Boating.com.
coming down as rain, however, not snow. The rain is moving more dissolved organic carbon into the Gulf earlier in the year, with more
entering the Gulf in March and April and less in May and June.
A 2016 study by William Balch at the Bigelow Laboratory in East Boothbay suggested that the additional dissolved carbon and particulates from increased river flow has, in effect, “muddied the waters” of the Gulf, diminishing the amount
of sunlight in its surface waters, sunlight critical to the growth of phytoplankton.
And what about those Calanus finmarchicus? Staudinger and colleagues found
that the sequence of zooplankton blooms in the Gulf has changed during the
past several decades. From 1961 to 2013 the first zooplankton of spring was
Calanus finmarchicus, followed by a series of smaller copepod species in the fall
and winter months. By the 1990s, the authors note, “the successional pattern
broke down, yielding a less regular pattern typical of an ecological disturbance.”
“Spring, thermally, is occurring earlier,” Staudinger said. “Calanus has less time
to accumulate fat during its overwintering period. That means it has less energy for other species [that prey on it]. There’s been a change of when the zooplankton bloom peaks and how big that bloom may be.”
Right whales, which once frequented the area around Grand Manan Island,
have rarely been seen there in recent years. Instead, the endangered whales
congregate in Massachusetts Bay in the spring to snack and then travel north
into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, an area where biologists believe dense clumps of
copepods can be found.
What about fish? The Gulf of Maine has long been renowned for its vast schools
of codfish and other pelagic species. Has warming caused any change in the
behavior of those species? A 2015 article by Harvey Walsh, a researcher at the
Northeast Fisheries Science Center, and colleagues, looked at the distribution
of 45 larval and 40 adult fish species along the Northeast Continental Shelf during two periods, 1977-1987 and 1999-2008. The authors found that larval stages
of 43% of the species changed distribution and 50% of the adult stages shifted
distribution over the same time period. Shifts were predominantly northwards
or along the Continental Shelf.
“Ecologists refer to this as adaptive change in a climate change context,” Staudinger
said. “Are you a generalist or a specialist species? Generalists are those that can
move to other sources of food. Some species can respond quickly to changes, such
as a shift in timing or range of their prey.” Black sea bass are an example of a flexible species; the fish, once found only below Cape Cod, are now common enough
in the Gulf of Maine that Maine enacted rules for a commercial fishery.
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The question troubling scientists such as Staudinger is what will happen as
new species make their homes in the Gulf of Maine and interact with other
species that may or may not have the ability to adapt to the new, warmer environment and new predators or prey. “How they deal with each other when
they haven’t had to before, especially at the bottom of the food chain, makes us
concerned,” she said.
These shifts and alterations beneath the waves may be invisible to the eye of
the average Mainer but to fishermen, they are all too obvious. The warmth now
imbued in the Gulf of Maine has caused alteration in patterns at sea, patterns
once thought immutable. How marine species adapt to those changes and how
fishermen adapt to them remain crucial questions as yet not fully answered.
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STEAMING AHEAD
Maine bid farewell and following seas to one of the legends
of the state’s lobster industry. Ed Blackmore passed away
on December 23, 2019 at the age of 92. Ed was a pivotal figure in the Maine Lobstermen’s Association. His leadership
and vision for the fishery played a pivotal role in shaping
policy and setting the stage for the industry as we know it
today.
We all know the Maine lobster industry is iconic and of
critical importance to the social, cultural and economic
fabric of our state. Today Maine lobstermen are highly respected for their stewardship, work ethic and economic
success. It’s hard to imagine that it wasn’t always that way.
Ed recalled in an interview with Commercial Fisheries News
that as a kid, “people back then looked down at lobstermen
as second-class citizens. They looked down their noses at
us and it wasn’t right.”
Ed was a Stonington lobsterman and promptly became a
member of the MLA when it was established in 1954. He
told Commercial Fisheries News, “I was always a believer in
it.” Twenty years later, Ed took over as president of the MLA
at a time when membership was concentrated
in Downeast Maine and
numbered less than 250.
His philosophy was simple: the role of the MLA
was to provide representation and services for its
members. He tackled that
role with determination, a
clear eye, and a good deal
of humor.

“Nowadays it’s hard for young fishermen to understand that
these benefits haven’t always existed,” Ed told Commercial
Fisheries News in 2004,“ They didn’t just fall from the heavens. We had to fight for them every step of the way.”
Ed also battled to establish several mainstays of Maine’s
lobster conservation program. During Ed’s tenure, MLA
pushed to require vent openings in lobster traps to allow
juvenile lobsters to escape and a biodegradable panel to
prevent lost traps from fishing forever. He also worked to
prevent the repeal of Maine’s oversize measure for lobster,
which protected larger, fertile females. Perhaps his greatest contribution and his most hard-fought win was gaining acceptance of V-notching as an effective conservation
measure to ensure that proven female broodstock lived
to reproduce another day. Back then, some scientists opposed V-notching for fear that cutting a notch in the tail
could be harmful to the lobster. Blackmore told them, “We
may not know what the mortality is from V-notching, but
we sure know what it is when we throw it in the pot.”
“If there was one thing we learned, the feds would never
really listen to us without science to back up
what we know from our
own fishing experience,”
he said. To this end, he
helped to establish the
Lobster Institute at the
University of Maine,
which brings together scientists and lobstermen on
subjects of importance to
both.

Upon Ed’s retirement
Ed’s accomplishments set
from the MLA in 1991,
the stage for the MLA to
he was presented with a
become the organization
certificate that read, “The
it is today. He worked tiretrue measure of a man is
lessly to grow the number
in his service to his fellow
of members and raise the
man.”
organization’s profile to
Ed Blackmore, left, with Herb Hodgkins, another
As the MLA honors Ed
make it a part of the fishfounding member of The Lobster Institute at the
and his long, well-lived
ery management process
University of Maine. Photo courtesy of The Lobster
life, we are also deeply
at both the state and fedInstitute.
saddened by the tragic
eral levels. His leadership
and premature loss of two
approach remains parfishermen. Joe Nickerson
ticularly relevant today.
He told Commercial Fisheries News, “I always believed that of Arundel and Chris Pinkham of Boothbay Harbor died on
if they said we were part of the problem, then we were go- January 23 when the F/V Hayley Ann capsized while fishing.
ing to be part of the solution.” In a world where the regula- Their loss comes as a shock to everyone in Maine’s fishing
tory environment has become so demanding, Ed’s words community and serves as a grim reminder of just how dangerous commercial fishing can be.
ring true while ever more challenging to achieve.
Ed’s legacy is tremendous. He was willing and able to work
with Maine’s Congressional delegation. Over the course of
several years, Ed worked tirelessly to codify the self-employment status of sternmen, greatly simplifying and easing the financial burden for Maine’s small owner-operated
lobstermen to take crew. His efforts with Senator Edmund
Muskie finally led to passage of the Sternman’s Act of 1976.
Blackmore is also responsible for the commercial fishing
sales tax exemption and uniform excise tax on boats.

To honor these men and support the families they left behind, a gofundme page has been established for each. To
support these families, visit: www.gofundme.com; use the
search feature to find the pages in support of Joe Nickerson
and Christopher Pinkham.
The MLA offers its deepest condolences to the families of
these two incredible fishermen.
As always, stay safe on the water.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

All meetings take place in
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.

Honoring those we have lost
JOE NICKERSON

February 5, 3:00 p.m.,
Darby’s restaurant.
March 6
MLA Annual Meeting
9 a.m., Samoset Resort

To donate in memory of Joe, visit gofundme.com.
Or send your donation to the Maine Coast Fisherman's
Association, 14 Main Street, Box 40, Brunswick, ME
04011.
Write “Nickerson” in the memo.

CHRISTOPHER PINKHAM
To donate in memory of Chris, visit gofundme.com.
An account also has been set up at The First National
Bank of Damariscotta.
Checks should be made out to: Lynnette Mayotte
The First National Bank of Damariscotta
77 Oak St, Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538.
Write “The Jessica Pinkham Fund” in the memo.
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MLA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
The MLA board of directors met on January 8 at Darby’s restaurant in Belfast.
President Kristan Porter welcomed the board and guests. Membership director Andi Pelletier provided a membership update, noting that membership remains strong though slightly off from last year due to a late renewal campaign.
She expects to pick up additional members in March. The MLCA Relief Fund
event at Cooks Lobster grossed over $6,000, which was the best year ever. She
is also working with the Shaw Fund and Portland Seaman’s Fund to ensure that
anyone in the fishing industry who is experiencing hardship is able to find assistance through one of these programs.
The MLA Directors discussed the agenda for the MLA Annual meeting, which
will be held on Friday March 6 at 9 a.m. during the Maine Fishermen’s Forum.
The agenda will include a safety update from the U.S. Coast Guard on vessel
safety inspections, setting the record straight on whales, a review of issues facing the industry, awards and giveaways. There will be lots of time for questions
from members. The MLA is working with the Department of Marine Resources
(DMR) to host a session to answer questions on the new gear marking requirements.
The MLA discussed concerns that the growth in aquaculture leases has led to a
concerted effort to foster an anti-aquaculture sentiment in Maine. The MLA is
not opposed to aquaculture, but it must be done responsibly and in a manner
that protects traditional uses of the coast. Lobstermen should sign up to be on
the DMR email list so that they can get regular aquaculture updates.

equally, threatens fleet diversity and is proving to be very divisive among lobstermen. Patrice McCarron will draft a proposal for further review by the MLA
Board. MLA will not attend the February gear summit in Halifax due to cost
and logistics.
In terms of timing for whale rules, it’s wait-and-see for now. Maine’s gear marking rules will go into effect this year, but other than that, there is no definitive
timeline. The peer review of NMFS’s decision support tool is expected in late
January, NMFS’s biological opinion under the Endangered Species Act is expected in early 2020, and the draft federal whale rules will probably be out in
the spring or summer. The next MLA Directors meeting will be February 5 at 3
p.m. at Darby’s in Belfast.
CANADA REQUIRES MANDATORY GEAR MARKING FOR
LOBSTER AND CRAB FISHERIES
Canada’s Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) announced mandatory gear marking requirements starting in 2020 for all non-tended fixed gear
fisheries in Eastern Canada. The Gulf, Maritimes, Newfoundland & Labrador,
and Quebec harvesters must comply with the following gear marking requirements:
•

The MLA Board discussed several bills which will be heard by the Marine
Resources Committee this session. The MLA voted to oppose LD 1922 An Act
to Create a Commercial Menhaden Fishing License due to concerns that the bill
is premature; the DMR menhaden working group has not yet made its recommendations.
The MLA Board reviewed the results of the MLA member whale survey. The
survey had a 40% response rate, with most individuals answering all of the
questions. The MLA board discussed the responses in detail and tasked staff
to draft a whale proposal based on the survey results and board feedback. The
overarching concern remains that the state plan does not treat all lobstermen

&XUUHQW2IÀFHUV
Kristan Porter, President
John Williams, 1st Vice President
Dustin Delano, 2nd Vice President
Donald Young, Secretary/Treasurer
Nominations
Nomination form included in Landings.

One color to identify specific Region – to be interlaced on the same
segment of rope as the second color (i.e. blue for Gulf of St Lawrence).

•

A second color to identify target Species – to be interlaced on the same
segment of rope as the first color. Each species will be attributed the
same color across all Regions in Eastern Canada (i.e. yellow for lobster).

For lobster and snow crab fisheries only, a third color will be used to mark
different fishing areas (i.e. LFA 24 = green, LFA 25 = none, LFA 26A = white).
The third color will be added to a subsequent segment of rope immediately after the segment of
rope with the first two colors
(it will be not interlaced with
the first and second color)

•

Gear marking will be mandatory for ropes attaching the
fishing gear to the primary
buoy (vertical line). It could
also be included on other
rope segments when applicable, at the discretion of fish
harvesters, such as on the
rope from the primary buoy
to the secondary buoy, and
on the rope from trap to trap
set on a same line (ground
lines).

Friday, March 6, 2020
9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
at the Samoset Resort

Notice is hereby given that the Annual
Meeting of the members of the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc. will be held
on March 6 at 9 a.m at the
Samoset Resort in Rockland, Maine.

•

•

MLA 66TH ANNUAL MEETING

Notice of Anuual Meeting
of the Members of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Asociation, Inc.

Color combination using two different strands of twine interlaced on the
same segment:

The Canadian crab fishery is just
one of many Canadian fisheries
required to mark its rope this year.
Photo courtesy of Salt Wire.

•

At a minimum, gear marking will be required at the top, middle and bottom of the vertical line (aligned with minimum requirements in the U.S.)
or every 15 fathom throughout the length of the rope (aligned with existing
practice in Gulf and Quebec Regions).

•

Use of a “tracer” as an alternative to color coding requirements will be
permitted. It could be phased-in as ropes are replaced. The tracer, a silver
transparent tape inside the full length of the rope, must have a visible inscription identifying country, regions, species and fishing area.

The new requirements are part of DFO’s efforts to improve tracking of gear,
address ghost gear and identify management threats to marine mammals, in
particular North Atlantic right whales. The requirements areas a continuation
of what has already been introduced in certain Gulf of St. Lawrence snow crab
fisheries since 2018. DFO will formerly announce other management measures
to protect North Atlantic right whales in February.
RENEW FEDERAL PERMITS ONLINE
Commercial and recreational fishermen can now renew their current federal
fishing permits online using a web-based system in Fish Online (https://www.
greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/apps/login/?utm_medium=email&utm_
source=govdelivery). In the online system, fishermen will not have to include
or upload copies of Coast Guard documentation or your state registrations
and gear codes are no longer required. To access the online renewal and application systems, create or sign-in to your Fish Online account and click on
Application Forms in the left margin. For assistance with Fish Online, call 978281-9188.
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AMERICAN LOBSTER BENCHMARK STOCK ASSESSMENT
WORKSHOP IN FEBRUARY
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission will hold a second
American Lobster Benchmark Stock
Assessment Workshop on February
24 to 27 at the University of Rhode
Island Bay Campus in Narragansett,
Rhode Island. The stock assessment,
which is scheduled for completion
this summer, will evaluate the health
of the Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank
and Southern New England. The
Commission’s stock assessment process and meetings are open to the public, with the exception of discussions of
confidential data, when the public will be asked to leave the room. The draft
agenda for the workshop is available at www.asfmc.org. For more information, please contact Caitlin Starks, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at
cstarks@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.
DMR RULEMAKING
More information on DMR’s proposed rules can be found at: https://www.
maine.gov/dmr/laws-regulations/proposed-rulemaking.html
Proposed Rule, Chapter 8 Landings Program
This proposed rulemaking updates reporting requirements for herring and
menhaden. The Primary Buyer Permit reporting elements for herring have
been expanded and will be required weekly. The Herring Harvester Permit
reporting requirements have been expanded and will be required daily. The
Menhaden Harvester Permit has been introduced and will be required daily
during the quota fisheries and weekly during the small scale fishery. The public
hearing was scheduled for January 27 at Maine DMR. The deadline for comments is February 10, 2020.
Proposed Rule, Chapter 36 Atlantic Herring
This proposed regulation reorganizes the Atlantic herring fishery quota for
Area 1A into trimesters, as previously used. Updated definitions for landing
and carrier vessel are included. The Fixed Gear Set Aside has been reduced
from 39 metric tons (MT) to 30 mt to comply with 2020 specifications. The
public hearing was scheduled for January 27 at Maine DMR. The deadline for
comments is February 10, 2020.

LOBSTER BILLS – 129TH LEGISLATURE, 2ND SESSION
The second regular session of the 129th Legislature convened in January and
must complete its work by April 15, 2020. The Maine Legislature consists of
two chambers: the Senate, led by President Troy Jackson, and the House of
Representatives, led by Speaker Sara Gideon. The House consists of 151 members (87 Democrats, 56 Republicans, 6 Independents, and 2 vacancies). The
Senate consists of 35 members (21 Democrats and 14 Republicans).
Maine’s Marine Resources Committee is chaired by Senator David Miramant
of Camden and Representative Jay McCreight of Harpswell. The Committee is
composed of 13 members, four of whom have lobster fishing experience. For
this session, ten lobster industry-related bills are under consideration. Three
were carried over from last session. There is also a proposed $50 million bond
to support the commercial fishing and aquaculture sectors of Maine’s marine
economy, a bill that considers changes to the management of Maine’s menhaden fishery, and a technical changes bill from DMR. There are just a few lobster-specific bills. One would allow disabled veterans to obtain a recreational
lobster or scallop license at no cost and a bill to exempt truck drivers transporting lobster from some mandatory rest periods. There are two other lobster
bills that have not yet been printed so details are not yet available.
LD 28 An Act Regarding Access to Lobster Licenses, presented by Rep. McCreight
The public hearing was held on February 2019 and was carried over from the first
session. This bill proposes to give lobster licenses to those who have completed
the Apprentice program and been on the waiting list for 10 or more years. The
Marine Resources Committee received a lot of testimony during the public hearing on February 5 which was roughly split between those who supported and
opposed the bill. During the February 19 work session, the Marine Resources
Committee voted to table this bill due to the many changes facing the lobster
fishery. i The bill will be reconsidered during the second session in 2020.
Public Hearing and work session were held in 2019. This bill is expected to be
reconsidered by the Marine Resources Committee again in mid-February.
LD 618 An Act To Remove Night-time Restrictions on Lobster Fishing in a Certain
Area in the Bay of Fundy, sponsored by Rep. Tuell of East Machias.
Continued on page 10

Proposed Rule, Chapter 55 Gear Restriction
This proposed rulemaking strikes the requirement to seek a permit authorized
by the Commissioner of Marine Resources to use purse seine gear targeting
Atlantic menhaden in the Damariscotta and St. George Rivers. No public hearing was held. The deadline for comments is February 10, 2020.
Proposed Rule, Chapter 41 Atlantic Menhaden
This proposed rulemaking amends the reporting of menhaden landings.
Reporting through an approved electronic option will be required. State and
episodic fisheries remain at daily reporting. The incidental and small scale fishery is amended to a weekly reporting requirement. This rulemaking introduces
a personal use bait permit that will allow harvesters to use a bait gillnet to take
three barrels of menhaden daily, separate from all other menhaden fishery activity. Carrier vessels are defined and effort restrictions for their activity have
been described. Harvester vessels may make one transfer of menhaden to a
carrier vessel per calendar day. Carrier vessels are prohibited from participating in the Incidental and small scale fishery. The public hearing was scheduled
for January 27 at Maine DMR. The deadline for comments is February 10, 2020.
Proposed Rule, Chapter 42, Striped Bass
Currently, it is unlawful for any person to take or possess striped bass which
are less than 28 inches in total length. This proposed rule modifies the existing
regulatory requirement by adding a maximum size limit, such that it is also unlawful for any person to take or possess striped bass which are 35 inches in total
length or longer. This rule change is needed to come into compliance with the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Addendum VI to Amendment
6 to the Atlantic Striped Bass Interstate Fishery Management Plan, which is
intended to address the overfishing status of the stock. The public hearing was
scheduled for January 27 at Maine DMR and January 30 at the Log Cabin in
Yarmouth. The deadline for comments is February 10, 2020.

Let’s go to the
Boston Seafood Show!
Monday, March 16th, 2020
Catch the comfort coach in Bangor,
Augusta, Portland, or Kennebunk.
This trip is $FREE
To register or FMI:

www.mainelobstermen.org
207-967- 4555

Page 10 | LANDINGS | February 2020

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA Update continued from page 9

This bill was passed as a pilot program during the first session to allow lobstermen in the Gray zone to haul gear at night during the months of September and
October. The DMR must report back to the Marine Resources Committee on
the results of this pilot by February 1. The Marine Resources Committee may
report out a bill to take permanent action on this issue.
LD 936 Resolve Establishing a Commission to Study the Existing and Potential
Effects of Freshwater and Marine Debris on Maine’ Freshwater and Coastal
Habitats and Species, presented by Rep. Devin of Newcastle.
This resolve seeks to establish a 13-member commission to study freshwater and
marine debris and how it has affected or potentially will affect Maine’s freshwater and ocean and coastal ecosystems, habitats and species. The commission
must submit a report, including suggested legislation, to the Marine Resources
Committee. The Committee is also considering an amended bill to have Maine
DMR monitor the federal Marine Debris Action plan and its effectiveness in addressing the issue in Maine and report back to the Marine Resources Committee
in a future session. A public hearing was held on January 14 and a work session
on January 21, resulting in a Divided report on an amended bill.
LD 1705 An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Strengthen the Marine
Economy, presented by President Jackson of Aroostook.
This bill requests bond funding of $50 million to facilitate the growth of the commercial fishing and aquaculture sectors of Maine’s marine economy through research and development and workforce development with capital investments
awarded through a competitive process administered by MTI, DMR and DECD,
to be matched by at least $50 million in private and other funds. A public hearing was held on Tuesday, January 14.
LD 1882 An Act to Provide Noncommercial Lobster and Crab Fishing Licenses and
Scallop Licenses to Disabled Veterans at No Cost, presented by Rep. Hepler of
Woolwich.
This bill proposes to allow a resident disabled veteran to obtain at no cost, a
noncommercial lobster and crab fishing license or a noncommercial scallop
license. This bill was amended to include disable reservists. A public hearing
was held on January 14. A work session took place on January 21, resulting in an
Ought to Pass decision with amendment.
LD 1922 An Act to Create a Commercial Menhaden Fishing License, Presented by
Rep. McDonald of Stonington on behalf of Maine DMR.

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

This bill originally proposed to create a new commercial menhaden fishing license with two license categories -- state allocation or small scale – allowing a
person to select only one license category. A small-scale license would only be
available to Maine residents who are commercial lobstermen. The committee
will consider an amendment to freeze participation in the commercial menhaden fishery. A public hearing was held on Tuesday, January 21.
LD 1925 An Act to Make Technical Changes to Maine’s Marine Resources Laws,
Presented by Sen. Miramant of Knox County on behalf of Maine DMR.
This bill proposes to clarify three sections of law.
•

It clarifies that it is the amount of quota, not the weight of elvers, sold
through the elver transaction card system that is used to determine if an
allocated quota has been exceeded.

•

It clarifies that if a person holds a license in a limited entry fishery and
that license has been suspended by the court, by the Department of Health
and Human Services or by the Department of Administrative and Financial
Services, Maine Revenue Services, the person, when the person becomes
compliant, has the remainder of that calendar year and all of the following
calendar year to purchase the license.

•

It clarifies that a person who holds a wholesale seafood license with a lobster permit may remove lobster meat from the shell under either a lobster
processor license or a lobster meat permit.

A public hearing was held on Tuesday, January 21.
LD 1987, Resolve to Exempt Truck Drivers Transporting Live Lobsters from Certain
Hours of Service Restrictions, presented by Senator Vitelli of Sagadahoc County.
This resolve proposes to direct the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of State
Police to adopt major substantive rules amending its rules governing motor carrier safety to exempt intrastate motor carriers, vehicles and drivers delivering
live lobsters from hours-of service restrictions requiring a 30-minute rest break
after 8 hours of driving. A public hearing took place on Tuesday, January 28.
LR 3096 An Act to Protect the Lobster Industry, sponsored by President Jackson
of Aroostook County. This bill has not yet printed.
LR 2716 An Act Regarding State Subsidies for the Seafood Industry to Clarify
Inconsistencies in the Laws Governing Lobster Dealership Licensing, sponsored
by President Jackson of Aroostook County. This bill has not yet printed.
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men’s Cooperative
Maine Financial Group
Superior Marine Products
Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
Maine Port Authority

Maine Sea Grant
Georgetown Fishermen’s
Maine Salt Co.
Cooperative
Marine Hydraulic EngiGrundens
neering Co. Inc.
Gulf of Maine Lobster
0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH6XUFoundation
vival Training
Guy Cotten, Inc.
Midcoast Marine Supply
Infab Refractories Inc.

Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Cooperative
:LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV
Williams CPA Group LLC
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
Worcesters Lobster Bait
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FRESH BAIT

AQUAMESH®

DIRECT FROM O’HARA

is celebrating

40

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

YEARS

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

of marine excellence

SINCE 1907

Thanks to all of you for the continued
success of AQUAMESH®
19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

1.800.762.6374 • sales@riverdale.com • www.riverdale.com

H

Adult Universal Cold Water
Immersion Suit
USCG APPROVED
5HWURUHŴHFWLYHWDSH:LGHOHJV
IRUHDV\GRQQLQJ6QXJƓWWLQJIDFH
VHDO,QFOXGHVEDJDQGZKLVWOH

MARINE $26999

800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com
Maine Fishermen’s Forum
March 5-7

45

YEARS

ea

It’s the Forum’s 45th year!
See us at the Samoset Resort
in Rockland for Show Specials!

596$
Order# 743829

Base Layer
0HQōVPHGLXPDQGKHDY\weight tops and bottoms
designed for durability,
FRPIRUWDQGZDUPWK
Search# CRH-MBL

Hairless Salted Pig Hide
Lobster Bait

$

29

)HDWXUHVGHWDFKDEOH
UHLQIRUFHPHQWZLWK
VQDSVRQIURQW

$

6788ea

6L]H Order#
L
773788
XL 773789

$

14999
ea

$

30

Order# 748930

FREE HEAT from your engine’s
closed cooling system!

Fish Totes

99

gal

SCAN THIS QR CODE!
See just how tough
our buoy paint is!

Search#
GRD-

Flush mount or
GXFWHGWR
%78V

Search# MH-

Search#
CFD-BBBMH

Fish Baskets

:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ89 3ODVWLFQRKROHV
& weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap & water Starting At
FOHDQXS5HG2UDQJH<HOORZ*UHHQ%OXH%ODFNRU:KLWH
$ 56
Search# HM-LBP

Foul Weather Gear

3760ea

9995pr $10495pr

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint

14 qt 49

62/$6JUDGHUHŴHFWLYH
WDSH/LJKWORRSDQG
ZKLVWOHDWWDFKPHQW
OEVEXR\DQF\

Mid 13" Boot High 16" Boot

$

99

99 $

USCG APPROVED

Adult Universal

Big Bobby Wide Calf Boots

Search#
CFD-BBBMM

$

Offshore Commercial
Type I Life Vest

$

SAVE

5XJJHGVROLGUXEEHUVROHRLOUHVLVWDQW
6SHFLDOEURDGWRH5HLQIRUFHGKHHO
ZDWHUSURRIZD\VWUHWFKDEOHEUHDWKDEOH$LUPHVKŠOLQLQJ6L]HV

ea
Women’s tops available in Deep Wine.

+0/+,'(%$,7
Order# 740935

Scalloper
Apron

USCG Approved Type V with Type II Performance,
Full 35 lbs buoyancy!
/RZSURƓOHƓWZLWKZLGH
QHRSUHQHFROODU8QLYHUVDO
VL]LQJƓWVFKHVW
5HJ

&RORU
Order#
%OXH
773535
2UDQJH 773536

Starting At

SAVE
by the
pallet!

FROZEN

207.542.1856

Auto/Manual Inflatable PFD

HAMILTON

NOW IN STOCK!

FRESH

207.594.0405

3ODVWLFZLWKKDQGOHV
and holes for drainLQJ$SSUR[LPDWHO\
EXVKHOFDSDFLW\

15 ea

&RORU
%ODFN
*UD\
%OXH

Dimensions
/[:['
/[:['
/[:['

&DSDFLW\
/LWHUV
/LWHUV
/LWHUV

Order#
118291
736466
760085

AQUACULTURE SUPPLIES
A4 Inflatable
Fuzzy Rope
Net Buoy
21" diameter x 27"
ORQJFLUFXPIHUHQFHOEVEXR\DQF\
32/$< Order# 774850

$

1999ea

Green

Orange

Order# 763280 Order# 118243

Lantern Nets

$TXDFXOWXUHODQWHUQ
QHWVIRUXVHLQVFDOORS
IDUPLQJ
'HVFULSWLRQ Order#
EODFN6ROGLQIWFRLOV PP7LHU 763277
)RUXVHLQPXVVHOIDUPLQJ
PP7LHU 769870
$4&)5%.
PP7LHU 763278
PP7LHU 769871
Order# 763256

All discounts apply to current store prices. Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

MAKE IT MAINE,
MAKE IT NEW SHELL

OUR 2020 Marketing PLAN
The MLMC has developed a marketing plan for 2020 designed to show that
Maine Lobster is the best tasting, highest quality, most sustainably harvested
lobster in the world.
The plan includes:
• Promoting Maine Lobster through educational materials, media relations
activities, and point-of-sale marketing materials
•

Partnering with foodservice, retail and wholesale organizations to
drive premiumization and sales

•

Protecting the brand image of Maine Lobster through media relations,
educational materials, and social media

The MLMC will review the full marketing plan at the Fishermen’s Forum.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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Legal Defense Fund
MLA has hired a powerhouse attorney to join our team to
VWUHQJWKHQRXUÀJKWIRUWKHIXWXUHRIWKH0DLQHOREVWHU
industry! :LWK\RXUVXSSRUWRXUOHJDOWHDPZLOO
• Fight against a 60% risk reduction for Maine lobstermen
• Reject that New England lobstermen are solely responsible for U.S.
entanglements
• +ROG&DQDGDDFFRXQWDEOH for its role in the recent right whale
deaths
• Demand that NMFS do its job to protect right whales using the best
available science
• Stay active in ongoing court cases which seek more stringent
whale rules

I’m donating to save the industry!
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

$365.00 - ‘a dollar a day’
$100.00
Please
give generously!
$50.00
$25.00
Other amount: _____________

please make checks payable to ‘MLA LDF’
2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk ME 04043

Donate Now!
Protect your future!
Make a donation today.
Online. By phone. By mail.
www.mainelobstermen.org
207-967-4555

Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________
State: _______________ Zip: ________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


Working
to make 2020
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available
WRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and
service. 603-418-0470

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Electronic Equipment

Hotels
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)

Fuel
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOOÀVK
Port Chester, NY – 20% off off the entire
VLWHZZZFUD]\OREVWHUVKHOOÀVKFRP
Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Legal Services
/DZ2IÀFHRI &U\VWDO7DUMLFN
(Port Clyde, ME) -- 10% off all legal services
for MLA members. 207- 691-2633

New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220

Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.

Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Lobster & Seafood

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Cross Insurance Arena

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org
Maine Foodie Tours
Kennebunkport, Portland, Bar Harbor, Boothbay Harbor, ME – 10% off
all culinary walking tours. 207-233-7485
www.mainefoodietours.com

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps.
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts at
WKHVH¿QHEXVLQHVVHV
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Tax Accounting
56 Main St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
Back River Financial Group
John Hallee
690 Maine Ave.
Farmindale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
john@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207.415.4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Bar Harbor Whale Watch Company
Julie Taylor
1 West St.
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
888-942-5374
info@barharborwhales.com
www.barharborwhales.com

Maine Foodie Tours
Pam Laskey
PO Box 1905
Portland, ME 04104
207-233-7485
info@mainefoodietours.com
www.mainefoodietours.com
10% off culinary walking tours, any
location

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

ELECTRONICS
Midcoast Marine Electronics
129 Lakeview Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products, excluding MRP products
Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

Cummins
Ryan Oliver
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LEGAL SERVICES
Law Offices of Crystal Tarjick
PO Box 11
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-691-2633
crystal@ctmelaw.com
10% off on all legal serives to MLA
members.

North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service

Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com

Pack Edge
Jim Freeman
340 Presumpscot St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL

D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335

HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
MARINE ENGINES

Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members

GIFTS

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

INSURANCE

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Rope Razor
3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
plantes@buoysticks.com
www.buoysticks.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Locations in South Portland &
Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members

You too can be one of the
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association’s
Select Business Members!
Contact Andi Pelletier at
967-4555 or
andi@mainelobstermen.org
TODAY!
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TWO MAINE FISHERMEN LOST AT SEA IN JANUARY
On January 23, Captain Arnold “Joe” Nickerson, a fourth-generation lobsterman, and his crewman, Chris Pinkham, of Boothbay Harbor, were killed
when Nickerson’s boat, the 45-foot Hayley Ann, capsized and sank. Nickerson,
who fished out of Kennebunkport, lobstered in the summer and dragged for
groundfish and scallops in the winter. No radio calls were received from the
Hayley Ann, although the Coast Guard
received an EPIRB signal at 12:23 p.m.
Nickerson has recently been named
president of the board of the Maine
Coast Fishermen’s Association. “It
is hard to state the depth of the profound sadness that we have all felt
at the news that Joe Nickerson and
his crew Chris Pinkham, perished at
sea while out fishing. Maine has lost
a great man, father, husband, and
grandfather, and I have personally
lost a dear friend. Joe’s dedication to
the fishing communities of Maine
throughout his extensive fishing career, and his knowledge and expertise
on the water, made him an invaluable
leader for our organization. Our thoughts and prayers are with loved ones both
men leave behind,” said Ben Martens, the association’s executive director, in a
press release.
Nickerson also had served on the Department of Marine Resources (DMR)
Advisory Council. “I’ve known Joe for years, and he has been an incredibly valuable contributor for two terms on the DMR Advisory Council, especially with
Guest

COLUMN

regard to the groundfish and elver fisheries with which he was most directly
involved. I chose him to serve on the Council because of his perspective as an
experienced, successful fisherman and his calm and constructive approach
to problem solving. He was committed to the proper management of Maine’s
marine resources and was willing to give his time to help his fellow fishermen. I always valued his insights
and ideas. He was a first-rate fisherman, and an excellent representative
for Maine’s fishing community,” said
DMR Commissioner Patrick Keliher
in a statement.
Nickerson leaves behind his wife and
a daughter. Pinkham leaves behind
his wife and two young daughters.
A Go Fund Me page has been set up
for donations to both men’s families. The pages can be found on the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
pg/mainelobstermen/posts/?ref=page_
p
internal).
Donations can also be made to the
Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance Lobstermen’s Relief Fund. In addition, donations to Nickerson’s family can be sent to the Maine Coast Fisherman’s
Association at 14 Main Street Box 40, Brunswick, Maine 04011. Donations to
the Pinkham family can be sent to The First National Bank of Damariscotta.
Checks should be made out to Lynnette Mayotte for The Jessica Pinkham Fund.

GUEST COLUMN: Trouble at tax time? Remember, you have options
By Rick Garcia, EA

If you are in a tax situation that seems overwhelming, just know you have options. The first thing you need to do is meet with an expert in tax resolution
(EA, CPA, or tax attorney). If they are good at what they do, they will most likely
be able to help you.

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

Independent Journalism
ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

NEW ENGLAND’S
MOST READ
Relevant Fisheries News
by Professional Journalists
NOW More Than Ever
The Fishing Industry Needs
In Depth, Quality, REAL NEWS
Monthly, 18,000 readers
from Eastport, Maine
to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195

“It’s What Fishermen Read”
www.FishermensVoice.com

The tax professional should be able to put you at ease
and evaluate your situation. Hopefully you will find
someone who will give you a free initial consultation
to assess your situation and come up with a plan.
Unfortunately, there are scammers out there, so be
careful who you choose. I have had clients come to
me after paying thousands of dollars to one of these
national companies you hear about on TV and radio
with no results to show for it. These clients were very
upset and embarrassed; please don’t let this happen
to you. These companies have great salespeople. They
all seem to do the same thing — getting you on a plan
of sending them money each month, and after six to
nine months they disappear with $5,000 to $9,000 of
your hard-earned money.

Rick Garcia is
the owner of
Back River Tax
Accounting in
Brunswick.

Everyone’s situation is different; there isn’t one magic
solution. The first step is to make sure you file the last six years of tax returns.
This can take time, but your tax professional will guide you through it. Once
this is done, you need to figure out your best option to get your taxes paid. The
right option will depend on how much tax is owed and your current financial
situation.
Don’t panic; as long as you are working with the IRS, they will work with you.
They understand that you probably can’t pay the debt all at once. The options
are to:
•

Apply for an ‘Offer in Compromise’

•

Get on a manageable payment plan

•

Pay the full amount if possible. The IRS may abate your penalties if you pay
in full.

•

Have the IRS put you on uncollectible status. You will still owe the debt, but
the IRS will not try to collect or levy your assets.

Although the IRS sometimes accepts an offer for pennies on the dollar, it is
not an easy process, and not everyone will qualify. When I have a client who
looks like they meet the qualifications of an Offer in Compromise, I make sure
they are ready for what is involved. You will need to have your financial life be
an open book to your tax advisor and the IRS, and the process takes 8 to 12
months. If the IRS accepts your offer, they will have expectations of you. For the
next five years you will be required to make quarterly estimated payments, file
your tax returns on time, and pay the full amount that is owed each year. If you
fail to do this, they will take the offer away.
Remember, you’re not alone. Many people get into tax trouble for a variety of
reasons. The best thing to do now is work on fixing the problem. It’s not easy,
but with the right help, most can overcome their tax troubles; the relief from
stress will be worth it.
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MAINE’S SMALL HARBORS: A COLORFUL PAST
By Michael Perez
Maine celebrates its 200th birthday this year. The coast of Maine was inhabited
by indigenous people who were later joined by Europeans long before Maine’s
incorporation as an independent state in 1820. Many of those newcomers made
their homes along the state’s coastline, establishing communities around harbors
where they could make a living from the sea. In celebration of Maine’s bicentennial, Landings provides a brief history of some of the state’s historic harbors, beginning Downeast in the town of Machiasport.
Along the jagged coast of Downeast Maine lies the fishing town of Machiasport.
At one time part of Machias, the town was once known for its booming sardine
industry as well as lobster, clam, scallop, and shrimp fisheries. The famous British
sloop-of-war ship, Margaretta, was captured by Machias settlers and marked the
first naval battle in American history. Machias also featured a two foot-wide
wooden railroad used in the nineteenth century for logging. Today, lobster, clam
digging and aquaculture prevail as Machiasport’s dominant industries.
Archaeological evidence suggests that Machiasport was an important area
to Native Americans prior to European settlement. According to the Maine
Historic Preservation Commission nineteen known prehistoric archaeological
sites are located within Machiasport. The sites are along the shore and feature
rock carvings of animals and other images.
The first Europeans arrived in the fall of 1762, when a British whale boat from
Scarborough, England came up the Machias River. The travelers took notice of
vast marshes, seemingly unlimited pine forests, and fast-running water suitable as a source of power. This led to Machias’ settlement in the spring of 1763.
It would become the first incorporated town east of the Penobscot River.

The Battle of the Margaretta is considered the
first naval battle of the U.S. Image courtesy of
the Maine Historical Society.

The whale boat that
brought these first
settlers to the area
was led by two masters, one of whom
was Captain Thomas
Buck, of Plymouth,
Massachusetts. Several
publications
attribute the naming of
Buck’s Harbor, one of
Machiasport’s five districts and its busiest
deep-water port, to
Captain Buck. By 1826,
just six years after
Maine became a state,

Machiasport was incorporated as its own town.
The town’s eastern location made it a primary post for land defense during the
Revolutionary War. After the initial Battles of Lexington and Concord opened
the Revolutionary War in 1775, word made it to Machias that the British war
ship Margaretta, captained by James Moore, would arrive to ensure the delivery
of lumber to the British barracks in Boston. The people of Machias displayed
their anti-British sentiments by erecting a “liberty pole.” Moore threatened to
attack if it was not taken down.
After a failed attempt to capture Moore during a negotiation session, a group
of settlers led by Jeremiah O’Brien commandeered a merchant ship, the Unity.
Wielding axes, pitchforks, rifles, and shovels, about twenty militant locals were
able to use Unity to approach and storm Margaretta.
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The ensuing hand-to-hand battle resulted in several historic
feats. This skirmish, during which
Captain Moore was killed, became the first naval battle of the
Revolutionary War and the first
of its kind in American history.
The United States Navy considers
Machias one of the birthplaces of
the U.S. Navy. In recognition of the
event, the Navy has named five different ships the Jeremiah O’Brien
after this first naval battle victory. Fort O’Brien Historical Park,
originally named Fort Machias,
was built after the Margaretta battle, then taken over by the federal
Herring fishing and sardine packgovernment in 1781. In 1814, the
ing once were important parts of
fort was captured by 900 British
Machiasport’s economy. Maine
regulars, who took the fort’s guns
Sardine Council photo courtesy of
and then burned the barracks.
the Penobscot Marine Museum.
Machias hosts an annual weekend-long commemoration of this
battle, known as Margaretta Days, which features a re-enactment of the battle
of the Margaretta.
By 1826 marine and logging industries had taken hold in Machiasport. Maine’s
first wooden railroad carried lumber from Whitneyville to Machiasport for export. Machiasport Canning Company and American Canning Company ushered in a sardine canning industry that employed men fishing for herring and
women packing them around the clock at the factory.
Barbara Molloy, President of the Machiasport Historical Society, has close ties
to those factories. “My daughters packed sardines,” she said. “And they packed
through all kinds of conditions. One day, they were packing away in the packing room when they smelled smoke coming from the shipping room.” Unfazed,
her daughters barely acknowledged the fire. “They kept on packing and packing while the fire was put out by someone in the shipping room,” Molloy said.
As the sardine industry waned in the 1970s due to the import of Norwegian
sardines, one dilapidated factory was razed before it could topple into the water. “Whatever fell into the water would become the responsibility of the town,”
Molloy explained. The other quietly closed. Today only an old concrete foundation remains as a remnant of this past industry.
Celeste Sherman, a member of the Machiasport Historical Society and
Machiasport resident, notes more recent changes that have taken place since
she and her husband arrived in 2002. “Dollar stores have been phased out. We
haven’t had a store in Machiasport for a long time,” she said. “We have had
[salmon] aquaculture, with pens just off the shore since we got here.”
While Machiasport has assured its place in American history and seen sardine
and logging industries rise and fall over the course of four centuries, some occupations have remained constant since its inception: lobstering and clam digging. According to the town, 81 Machiasport residents hold shellfish licenses.
Other fisheries have ebbed, however. “You don’t see any dragging anymore,”
Sherman said. “No more shrimp, and a lot less scalloping.” Cooke Aquaculture
now has a marine farm and a value-added processing facility in Machiasport.
Here’s to many centuries more of Machiasport’s thriving lobster and clam fisheries, and to the people of Machiasport.
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Lobstermen expressed much anxiety over the details of the DMR whale plan.
While the gear marking measures are a done deal, the rest of the plan is still a
proposal. DMR has asked the zone councils if there are any changes that would
make the plan more workable in each zone through conservation equivalencies. “DMR’s plan built in a conservation equivalency so that zones could swap
out measures that may not work in a particular zone with ones that make more
sense based on local fishing practices,” explained Ware. “Zones can swap out
and change measures, but they must achieve the same level of conservation.”
New Requirements – Gear marking
Maine preempted the federal whale plan by putting in place expanded gear marking requirements for the upcoming fishing season. Maine lobstermen have until
September 1 to implement Maine’s new gear marking requirements. Between
now and then, both the old and new gear marking schemes will be compliant.
According to NMFS, approximately 75% of all right whale entanglements
are caused by rope that cannot be traced to any particular fishery or region.
Summers and Ware explained that by requiring all Maine lobstermen to mark
their rope with purple marks, Maine will obtain more robust data to show the
extent to which Maine lobster gear is — or is not — involved in right whale
entanglements. By switching to purple, Maine will distinguish itself from the
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and offshore sectors of the lobster fishery,
which in some areas have a much higher overlap with right whales. “Maine is
being held accountable for the unknown rope taken off right whales and we
have no way to prove that it is not our gear. With this gear marking, hopefully
we won’t be blamed for those entanglements in the future,” explained Summers.

“I wonder why the state made it so confusing and so difficult? This is stupid.”
It is important to distinguish gear fished in exempt waters from non-exempt
waters because there is pressure to eliminate the exemption line, said Ware.
“We don’t want to lose floating groundlines or singles in this area, and we know
that whales are very rare there,” she explained. The green mark can be a simple
solution, such as a green zip tie or tag that can be easily removed or added
when shifting gear.
“I don’t like it but looks like we’re not going to change it. So let’s move on and
prove our innocence,” said a Zone B lobsterman, referring the gear marks.
DMR Proposed Whale plan – Trawling up
In addition to the required gear marking, DMR has a two-pronged proposal
to reduce risk to right whales from the Maine lobster fishery. First, DMR proposes to remove rope through trawling up, reducing risk by an estimated 24%.
Second, the state proposes to require the remaining endlines to contain weak
points, bringing the state’s risk reduction to an estimated 52%. Maine’s proposal has been submitted to NMFS for consideration, however, DMR won’t know
if the plan has been accepted, rejected or altered until NMFS releases its draft
rule, likely in late spring or summer.
To remove rope from the water, DMR proposed a tiered suite of trawling up
measures, or minimum trawl lengths, for lobster gear which increase as gear is
fished further from shore.
•

Shore to the exemption line: no minimum trawling up requirements.

•

Exemption line to 3 mile line: minimum of 3 traps per single endline.

For the first time, lobster buoy lines fished inside Maine’s exemption line must
have three marks, to include
a 36” purple mark within
top two fathoms, a 12” purple mark midway, and a 12”
purple mark at bottom.

•

3 mile line to 6 mile line: minimum of 8 traps per two endlines, or 4 traps
per single endline.

•

6 mile line to 12 mile line: Minimum of 15 traps per two endlines, or 8 traps
per single endline.

•

12 mile to the Area 1 and 3 line: Minimum of 25 traps per two endlines.

Trap gear fished outside
Maine’s exemption line must
be marked in much the same
way as before, but with purple instead of red, and two
additional marks for a total
of five marks on each buoy
line. The marks must include
a 36” purple mark and 6”
green mark within top two
fathoms, plus a 12” purple
mark at top, middle, and
bottom of each buoy line.

DMR’s proposal has been scaled back significantly from an earlier version discussed in June, which included much more aggressive trawling up requirements
and trap reductions all the way to the beach. The current proposal is similar
to the DMR’s draft proposal presented to lobstermen in November, with a few
adjustments based on safety and operational concerns raised by lobstermen.

Due to the wide variety of surface system configurations used by lobstermen,
there were many questions about what DMR considered the “top two fathoms
of the buoy line.” Summers and Ware clarified that the 36” purple mark and 6”
green mark may be placed within two fathom of any buoy that is always on the
surface. And DMR does not have a preference regarding the order of the green
and purple marks at the top.

DMR’s proposed whale plan will continue to allow singles to be fished from
the shore to the exemption line, therefore there are no longer exemptions or
buffers proposed for this area. These waters were excluded from trawling up
measures because right whale sightings are extremely rare and of concerns for
fishermen’s safety and the economic impact of trawling up on small boats fishing in this area.
The state has proposed that, beginning at the exemption line, trawl length increase as gear is fished further from shore to account for increased probability of
right whales. DMR has built in flexibility by allowing trawling up minimums to
be cut in half if fished with a single endline to support diverse fishing practices.

They also clarified some do’s and don’ts when it comes to rope marking. An
endline made entirely of purple rope does not count as a gear mark. Ware explained that since DMR cannot prevent fishermen from other states from fishing purple rope, this rope much also contain the required purple markings. If
a purple rope is performing a function other than a mark (i.e. a purple line to
a toggle), then it is also not considered a mark. However, purple rope of the
required length (i.e. 36” or 12”) can be added to an endline of a different color
to serve as a purple mark.
Summers and Ware urged lobstermen to remove or cover existing red markings to the extent possible. If rope is currently marked with twine or wire ties,
those should be removed. If rope is painted, lobstermen should paint over it.
The goal is to differentiate Maine so the best thing is to convert all markings to
purple. They also clarified that the green mark cannot be fished in exempt waters. If gear is shifted back and forth across the exemption line, the green mark
must be removed. However, lobstermen may have more than the three required
marks if they are shifting gear into exempt waters or adding lengtheners as
they move into deeper water.
Lobstermen facing gear marking requirements for the first time expressed frustration over the mandate for three marks on every line. “Do we really need three
marks in a 10 Fathom line?” lobsterman Robert Beal of Beals asked at the Zone A
meeting. Asking more of shoal water lobstermen didn’t make sense to him since
there are no whales in those waters. “Inshore fisherman may have to mark 600
endlines while offshore will have to mark far less because they fish trawls,” he said.
Many of the questions revolved around the requirement for the 36” mark at
the top of the line and the need to remove the 6” green mark from gear fished
in exempt waters, since many across the state shift gear back and forth across
that line daily. “The top two fathom is the slimiest part of the line,” noted John
Drouin of Culter. “Who’s ever going to see that? And from a plane? That will
never happen. This is a waste of time.” Dick Larrabee Jr. of Stonington asked,

Lobsterman Peter Eaton
emphasizes his point at the Zone
G Council meeting. MLA photo.

A common fear expressed by many
lobstermen is that these trawling up
measures are going to change the
Maine lobster fishery. Lobstermen
will have to get bigger boats capable of safely handling 25-trap trawls
outside in rough conditions. “Larger
trawls need larger boats,” noted Nick
Page of Boothbay. Boats that are not
quite big enough to handle 25’s will
return to inshore areas and create
a lot more pressure and congestion
closer to shore. Not only will there
be more gear fished closer to shore,
it will be heavier gear rigged in longer trawls fished around many of the
smaller operations.

“Guys will not break up long trawls to
come back inside. If it were 20’s, we
could break then into tens. But 25’s
will just be moved back in to the 3-mile line,” explained Jon Nunan of Cape
Porpoise. “You’re setting up a war between fishermen by allowing 25-trap trawls
to come inside,” added Steve Taylor of Kittery. Lobstermen in Zone E and Zone
G expressed strong concern for the safety of smaller boats running small gangs
of gear if they have to fish around long trawls. “We need to be thinking about
the safety of guys in smaller boats fishing triples. They’ll never get their gear
up if they are set over by large trawls,” commented Chris Welch of Kennebunk.
“We don’t want to see those big trawls run all the way inside,” stated Chuck
Plummer of South Bristol. “In Zone E, we need to talk about limiting the size of
those trawls as they come in.”
DMR Proposed Whale plan – Weakening Endlines
In addition to minimum trawl lengths, the state has proposed that the remaining endlines be rigged with weak points, including those fished in exempt wa-
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ters. According to DMR, studies show that rope that breaks at 1,700 pounds of
pressure will allow an entangled whale to break free.
DMR has proposed three tiers of weak points, based on where endlines are
fished.
•

State waters: One 1,700-pound weak point halfway down vertical line.

•

3 mile line to 12 mile line: Two 1,700-pound weak points in the top half of
all vertical lines (positioned a 1/4 way and ½ way down the line).

•

12 mile to the Area 1 and 3 line: One 1,700-pound weak point one-third of
the way down the vertical line.

Adding weak points to longer trawls was met with vigorous opposition from
nearly every lobsterman who spoke at the meetings. Lobstermen from every
zone questioned how they would be
able to retrieve their gear with weak
points half down the buoy line. “No
one is going to put $20,000 of gear
on a kite string. There’s just no way.
Common sense has gone right out
the window,” Eric Beal of Milbridge
told DMR.

Lobsterman Robert Beal speaking
at the Zone A Council meeting.
MLA photo.

Ware explained that DMR has heard
these concerns, especially from lobstermen fishing outside of 12 miles.
DMR reviewed load cell data which
measured the strain on rope in the
hauler on lobster boats. These data
showed that trawls of twenty traps
or more fished in waters deeper
than 100 fathom exceeded the 1700
pound load. Based on these results,
DMR reduced the proposed weak
point requirement for gear fished
outside of 12 miles to one weak
point fished further up the line.

measures that achieve conservation outcomes equivalent to DMR’s plan. If a
zone finds a provision of the DMR’s plan particularly troublesome, the zone
could propose an alternative conservation measure in its place. This would enable zones to preserve the diversity of the fleet and address safety issues that
arise when trawling up and using weak points in vertical lines.
DMR is also asking within its proposed plan for flexibility to address safety concerns arising from the federal regulations on a very limited, individual basis.
For example, if a fisherman does not have a boat large enough to safely comply with the new trawling-up requirements, Maine has asked for the flexibility
to develop an individual plan to achieve the same risk reduction in a lower
trawling-up scenario.
DMR’s lobster zone coordinator, Sarah Cotnoir, urged zone councils to begin
discussions on the potential need to develop a conservation equivalency. “If
you think the weak points won’t work for your zone, you could talk about doing
something else instead, such as additional trawling up, tag lines, trap limits or
closures. You know what makes the most sense for your zone,” she said.
Lobstermen reacted to this idea with cynicism. “We’ve already tried that. NOAA
didn’t listen, the state didn’t listen. Why would we expect anyone to listen now?”
commented Zone C chair Jake Thompson of Vinalhaven. Richard Howland of
Islesford expressed similar frustration. “We’ve already met with DMR, came
up with ideas, stressed safety concerns. Seems that no one is listening so why

That did not appease lobstermen contemplating how to haul gear with a weak
point located half way down the line. “Are you really asking shoal water lobstermen to put weak points in the rope?” asked Bryant Kennedy of Steuben. “The
greatest load is when gear is hung down. It doesn’t matter if it’s trawls or triples.
When that amount of strain is on the line, these weak points will be a problem,”
explained a Zone B lobsterman. Ware and Summers responded that including
a weak point in buoy lines fished in exempt waters ensures that, in the rare
event a right whale enters these waters and encounters gear, the whale will
have a strong chance of breaking free of the line.

bother?” he said. “Why are we discussing changes to the plan when we don’t
even know if NOAA will accept it?” asked Chuck Plummer of South Bristol.

Many lobstermen asked why DMR shifted from considering weak rope toppers
to weak points in the line. “What happened to running a 11/32” topper?” asked
John Drouin of Cutler. Others asked why DMR was no longer discussing 3/8” line
with a knot or splice, which had been considered at previous DMR meetings and
had support from many lobstermen. “After the last meeting, I thought we were
going to be all set with 3/8” rope with a knot or splice in it,” Bar Harbor lobsterman Jon Carter said. “Now you’re asking us to put weak points down the line?”

Others worried that DMR’s proposal is not focused on the real problems. “Why
aren’t we doing things that matter like changing configurations at the surface
where a whale might actually get caught up?” asked a Zone B lobsterman.

“The original proposal coming out of the Take Reduction Team [in April] asked
for the top 75% of the buoy line to be fished with weak rope,” explained Summers.
“Lobstermen said they couldn’t do that so we tested a variety of ropes and
found that ropes of the same diameter had different breaking strengths based
on brand, age and other factors.” It’s known that rope strength will weaken over
time. Using weak points instead of mandating weak rope, according to DMR,
will create more options and flexibility for lobstermen while maintaining the
full 1700 pound strength of the weak point of the line over time.
There was much confusion and frustration over what DMR considered a “weak
point”. DMR worked with lobstermen to test a bunch of ideas on how to weaken rope. “We broke knots, splices, dogbones, pieces of rope spliced in, sleeves
and other configurations. If anyone has an idea on rigging a weak point, we
want to test it,” Ware told lobstermen. DMR will soon deploy submersible load
cells with lobstermen to measure the load on the line where the weak points
would be inserted.
DMR is working with lobstermen to create a toolbox of ways to rig a weak point.
“DMR is still testing ideas. It looks like 5/16” line will probably pass muster, but
11/32” and 3/8” would need to be used in combination with specific knots or
splices and it would depend on how those are done. We have to demonstrate
that the weak point will consistently break at 1700 pounds. A straight piece of
3/8” will not work,” stated Ware.

There were also many questions about the equity of the DMR’s proposed plan.
A Zone A lobsterman asked, “What about guys who are already fishing singleended 15’s [where four’s are proposed]? Do they have to do anything in other
areas?” “Why isn’t Zone E getting credit for fishing 25% fewer traps than everyone else?” asked a Zone E lobsterman.

DMR cautioned that zones should not wait to start discussing conservation
ideas. If DMR’s proposal is accepted by NMFS, zones will want to be ready to
put forward changes. “DMR is happy to run scenarios to look at how much
credit you gain through alternative measures and can assess how much you
may be able to pull back on other measures,” said Summers. “But if you want to
remove weak points, you need to propose a trade-off to make up that percentage of lost risk reduction.
By the end of each meeting, lobstermen softened to the idea of conservation
equivalencies and were cautiously optimistic about rethinking weak points or
25-trap trawls in offshore waters. Cotnoir explained that finetuning conservation equivalencies will be a multiple meeting process. Zone reps are encouraged get feedback from local lobstermen. DMR will meet with the Lobster
Advisory Council again next and return to the zones to continue discussions.
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John Drouin captured the sentiment of many lobstermen with regard to weak
points. “We can’t do weak points at ¼ and ½ way down the line. We will need
to add extra line on top to account for the strain. We could probably do one
1/3 of the way down.” Many lobstermen noted that weak points will cause rope
to part, resulting in an expensive loss of traps for lobstermen and lots of ghost
gear littering the ocean.
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DMR Proposed Whale plan – Conservation Equivalency

Bobby Ingalls, Bucks Harbor

A keystone in Maine’s proposed plan is allowing conservation equivalencies.
This means that lobster zone councils could use their authority to implement
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ASSESSING VERTICAL LINE USE AND FUNCTIONAL BREAKING
STRENGTH IN THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHERY
By Erin Summers and Amanda Gavin
In the summer of 2018, the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) and partners at FB Environmental and the University of Maine received a three-year
grant from NOAA to assess the use of vertical lines throughout the Gulf of
Maine region. The results have been instrumental in the development of the
DMR proposal to reduce the risk of right whale entanglement in Maine fixed
gear. Over the next year, DMR will continue to collect data to develop a suite of
options to fulfill the weak point requirements in the whale plan. This work will
be done in collaboration with fishermen and industry stakeholders.
Volunteer Gear Survey
The first phase of the project
was to establish a baseline of
the rope used for vertical lines
in the region’s lobster fisheries.
In the summer of 2018, DMR
conducted a vertical line survey of lobstermen throughout
the Northeast region. More
than 800 responses were received through online, paper,
and phone-based options. The
survey results showed that
rope diameters vary, including
by distance from shore. While
there is a range of rope diameters used in Maine, survey
responses show that the most
prevalent diameter of rope
used in the lobster fishery is
3/8”, with 7/16” as the secondmost common diameter. The
survey results also indicated
that as the fishery moves far-

ther offshore, the use of line
greater than 3/8” in diameter
increases.
Functional Breaking Strength
The second part of the project
involved collecting vertical
lines donated by lobstermen
throughout the region with
the goal of documenting the
spectrum of functional breaking strengths for vertical lines
used in the fishery. These data
serve as a basis to determine
which configurations of vertical lines already break at or
below 1700 lbs., and to better
understand the conservation
benefit gained by requiring
weak points in vertical lines.

TThe proportion of ropes greater than
3/8” increased as gear moved offshore.

Whole vertical lines were collected from fishermen, along with information
about where the line was fished, rope types, rope diameters, age of rope, gear
configuration, etc. A total of 215 samples were broken on the Tinius Olsen tensile-testing machine housed at the DMR lab in Boothbay Harbor. These lines
included a wide range of knots and splices used to connect ropes together, as
well as clear or unmodified pieces of rope.

The most prevalent gear in the Maine
lobster fishery is 3/8” rope, reported by
47% of respondents.

The ages of the rope generally ranged from two to six seasons fished but went
up to as many as twelve seasons. Th e break strength tests determined that vertical lines currently deployed in the fishery will break at less than 1,000 pounds
to just over 4,000 pounds. The majority of ropes broken ranged from 11/32”
to 7/16” diameter ropes, reflecting the distribution of rope diameters within
the fishery. Knots and splices reduce the breaking strength of rope, which is of
importance since less than 5% of lines fished in the fishery are used without a
modifying link of some kind.
When a line of two different diameters knotted or spliced together was tested,
the smaller diameter broke 100% of the time and the knot or splice always stayed
with the larger end if it didn’t unravel. Of all the rope diameters tested, 5/16” is
the only size that consistently broke below the threshold of 1700 lbs., especially
with the addition of a knot. While many of the larger diameter ropes broke below
1700 lbs. with some regularity when fished with a knot or splice, the type of knot
or splice impacted the results. In order for larger diameter rope to be considered
as a weak point, specific knotting and splicing techniques would need to be identified to ensure the rope would consistently break at or below 1700 lbs.
Statistical analyses suggest that
rope diameter, modifications to
the rope such as splices and knots,
and age or seasons fished all have
a significant effect on the breaking strength of the vertical line. It
should be noted that the relationship between the diameter of rope
and the breaking strength stands
regardless of material used since
all types of ropes used in the lobster fishery are represented in the
dataset.
Weak Point Workshop
In July 2019, DMR held a small
workshop to start testing various
configurations of vertical line connections that might meet the requirements of an approved weak
point. Several fishermen came
with ideas that they wanted to test.

Most lobstermen use knots and
splices, or a combination of both,
to rig vertical lines. Less than 5% of
respondents do not modify vertical
lines (“clear”).

More than twenty configurations
were initially tested. A subset that showed promise of breaking below 1700
lbs. was chosen for further testing by DMR. Those test results formed the basis
for initial discussions with the industry to-date, including certain attachment
types in 3/8” rope , a knotted or spliced-in piece of 5/16” rope, and the development of a manufactured weak point, such as a dog bone, that can be inserted
into the line. The manufactured weak point was brought forward by industry
members interested in a solution that, unlike rope, will not degrade in strength
over time.
Future Work
DMR is continuing to work with collaborators and the fishing industry to find
Continued on page 23
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THE MLA’S BUSINESS MEMBERS:
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
By Melissa Waterman
One of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association’s
(MLA) stalwart business members is
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance. The company, based in Falmouth, was established
in 1986 by Stephen Smithwick and Howard
Clarke to provide insurance services to the
marine industry, both commercial and recreational. Now run by Smithwick’s son, Scott,
the company provides a broad suite of insurance products to businesses and individuals
in Maine and throughout the country.
For more than 25 years, Smithwick & Mariners
has managed MLA’s vessel insurance program. “The MLA has always been considered a
very desirable account,” Scott Smithwick said.
“It’s been a great association for us. When
you think about the state of Maine, you think
about lobsters. The MLA is a signature account and people recognize it as such.”

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance representatives (Scott Smithwick,
center) always take part in the Maine FIshermen’s Forum in March.
MFF photo.

For more than two decades
Smithwick & Mariners has offered a discount insurance policy
to MLA members. The company
does not require a layup period
and offers $1,000,000 pollution
coverage when P&I insurance is
purchased, as well as coverage for
any researchers aboard the vessel. The company also can provide
Jones Act coverage for the captain, crew and owner and builders risk coverage. Older vessels,
including wooden boats, can be
covered. And any MLA member
who has taken a Coast Guard drill
conductor course in the last five
years receives an addition 5% off
his or her policy.

From its start as an insurance company focused on marine interests, Smithwick &
Mariners has expanded its range of insurance policies to include personal,
commercial, life, health, and business insurance products from more than 20
carriers. It now has offices in Kennebunk, New Bedford, Massachusetts, and
South Hampton, New Hampshire, in addition to ownership of the Chapman
& Chapman agency of Damariscotta and Midcoast Insurance Agency in Bath.

Because Smithwick & Mariners is
an independent insurance agency,
they seek out underwriters that
are sound financially with superior service to clients, in order to find the best possible rates for hull insurance
as well as protection and indemnity insurance. That emphasis on service is a
hallmark of Smithwick and Mariners, according to Smithwick. “Pricing is pretty
competitive now,” he said. “A lot of it comes down to service at the end of the
day. We’re here to answer questions and help people.”

But marine insurance is still a primary focus of the company. “We’ve been
around longer than dirt,” Smithwick said with a laugh. “The marine side is a
niche we found appealing. The people involved are generally down-to-earth
and genuine.”

To receive a free quote on MLA member vessel insurance, contact

The world of marine insurance has seen many changes since Smithwick &
Mariners began. Where once finding an insurance company willing to cover
a vessel was like looking for a needle in a haystack, today a boat owner has
many more choices. “Marine insurance goes through its cycles, as most of the
industry does. It was a harder market then [in the mid-1980s] because there
weren’t many companies vying for coverage. Now there are a lot more in the
marketplace, which means more competition and lower prices,” Smithwick
said. “Some underwriters are withdrawing because the market is saturated.”

Scott Smithwick at 800-370-1883 or online at www.smithwick-ins.
com. MLA members receive a discount on their policy.
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In the
NEWS
CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM GREETS US-CHINA TRADE DEAL

ELVER LOTTERY TO ALLOW NEW ENTRANTS

The new U.S.-China trade agreement, signed in January, does not eliminate
Chinese tariffs, but does require China to buy $32 billion worth of American
agricultural products over the next two years, including lobster and other seafood products. Over the course of the two countries’ trade war, China’s tariffs
on American lobster had risen to 35%. As a consequence, Maine’s exports to
China dropped significantly.

Nine Maine residents will
soon have a chance to join the
state’s lucrative elver fishery.
The Department of Marine
Resources will hold a lottery, from January 16 through
February 21, providing lottery
winners the chance to apply
for a license prior to the upcoming season. The elver season runs from March 22 through June 7. The lottery was established in 2017 and is available to Maine residents who are at least
15 years old with no record of elver license suspension. Each new license holder
will receive a minimum of four pounds of the quota, which is made available
from individual quota associated with licenses that were not renewed.

“Today appears to provide some long-awaited good news for our hard-working
lobstermen and lobster dealers in the face of a difficult time,” said U.S. Sen.
Angus King in a press statement. “The deal includes a commitment that China
will purchase lobster in the coming years — but I am concerned the language
does not appear to specify a minimum purchase amount, nor does it remove
the existing tariffs so our lobster can be competitively priced with Canadian
lobster. While encouraged, I’ll withhold my final judgment until we see how
this deal actually impacts Maine people.”
MARINE NATIONAL MONUMENT WITHSTANDS COURT
CHALLENGE
A federal appeals court has upheld the creation of the Northeast Canyons and
Seamounts Marine National Monument, affirming that the federal Antiquities
Act can be applied at sea as well as on land. The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s
Association and other fishing advocates challenged former President
Barack Obama’s designation of the 5,000-square-mile area at the edge of the
Continental Shelf south of Georges Bank in 2016. A lower federal court ruled
against their lawsuit in 2018. The fishing industry groups are considering their
next course of action, said Jonathan Wood, a senior attorney with the nonprofit Pacific Legal Foundation representing the plaintiffs. Before deciding
whether to appeal to the Supreme Court, the fishermen will likely ask all the
District of Columbia circuit judges to review the decision.

Maine Fishermen’s Forum
PO Box 288
Bath, ME 04530
(207) 442-7700

2019 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Individuals can enter the lottery online at www.maine.gov/elverlottery or in
person at the DMR office. Each individual will be allowed to submit up to five
applications at a cost of $35 per application. Anyone with questions about the
lottery can contact the Maine Department of Marine Resources at 207-6246550, Option 2.
RIGHT WHALE CALF NUMBERS CONTINUE TO INCREASE
Researchers with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission have
spotted two more North Atlantic right whale calves. The calves are the fifth and
sixth reported during the current birthing season. A 19-year-old female was
spotted with a calf 11 miles off Jacksonville. It is her fourth calf. A15-year-old
female and her calf were sighted off Crescent Beach, Florida. The Center for
Coastal Studies in Provincetown, MA, reports that ten right whales were spotted in Cape Cod Bay by aerial surveillance on January 18. There were 60 right
whales sighted off Nantucket on January 22; 22 right whales were seen later in
Cape Cod Bay on January 24.

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

The Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board of Directors offers a scholarship fund to benefit children or grandchildren
or a legal dependent of someone actively involved in Maine’s seafood industry, regardless of financial need or
academic achievement. Undergraduates attending a two or four year college who are in at least the second
year of their program or students who are in at least the second semester of their Certificate Program
will be eligible. Applications will be accepted through February 28, 2019. Scholarships will be awarded by
a random drawing to be held during the 44th annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum.
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1. __ Are you a sophomore, junior or senior right now? You must be at least a sophomore in college to apply.
2. __ Are you a child, grandchild or legal dependent of someone participating in Maine’s seafood industry?

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

What is required? (Both of these items are required to be a valid candidate)
3. __ Provide an official transcript or Registrar’s letter of current standing along with the application.
4. __ Complete this application and send to the address at the top of this letter.

Please note that previous winners are not eligible.
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Student Name____________________________________________________________________________________________
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Home Phone_____________________
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City______________________________ State_____ Zip Code________ Email: _____________________________________
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College/University Name_____________________________________________ Expected Year of Graduation: ____________
Location of College _________________________________________________ Your Major __________________________

**School Standing as of Sept 2018 (circle one)

Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior
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Name____________________________________________________________ Relationship____________________________
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Phone__________________________
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City______________________________ State______ Zip Code_________ Email: ___________________________________
Vessel Name or Commercial License Number __________________________________________________________________
Describe participation in the Maine seafood industry_____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP
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17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
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You can find more information, links, and photos at www.mainelobstermen.org.
February 3-6
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
winter meeting, Arlington, VA.

March 3
NEFMC Herring Committee meeting,
Wakefield, MA

February 4
Zone D Council Meeting, 6 pm, Rockland Ferry
Terminal

March 5-7
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Samoset Resort,
Rockport.

February 5
MLA Director’s meeting, 3 p.m. ,Darby’s
Restaurant, Belfast.

March 6
Maine Lobstermen’s Association annual meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset Resort, Rockport.

February 10
Lobster Research Collaborative, Maine DMR
offices, Boothbay. FMI, email: Jesica.D.Waller@
maine.gov

March 15-17
Seafood Expo North America, Boston
Convention and Exhibition Center, Boston.

February 11
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative Board
meeting, Island Institute, Rockland.
February 11 - 12
Gear Innovation Summit, Halifax Convention
Center
February 12
“What’s the Catch?” Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association dinner featuring redfish, 6-8 p.m.,
Luke’s Lobster, Portland. Tickets available at
www.mainecoastfishermen.org.
February 22
Maine Ships in the Artic, lecture, 2 pm, Maine
Maritime Museum, Bath
February 24-27
ASMFC lobster benchmark stock assessment
workshop, Narragansett, RI.
February 26 - 27
NEFMC Scallop Advisory and Committee
meeting, Boston.

March 16
Free Maine Lobstermen’s Association bus
trip to Seafood Expo North America. Bus will
leave from Bangor, Augusta, Portland and
Kennebunk and return that night. FMI: 9674555.
March 19
Deadline for applications to National Sea
Grant’s American Lobster Research Program.
Information available at https://seagrant.
noaa.gov/Funding.
March 27
NEFMC Scallop Advisory Committee meeting,
Boston.
April 14-16
NEFMC meeting, Mystic, CT.
April 16 – 19
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
Annual Weekend & Trade Show, Cape Cod MA

www.lobstertrap.com

NEW MARINE PATROL OFFICERS COMING
TO MACHIAS AND BOOTHBAY HARBOR
Maine Department of Marine Resources Commissioner Patrick Keliher swore in two future
Marine Patrol Officers recently. Keegan Nelligan of Abington, Massachusetts and Evan Whidden
of Harpswell will begin serving after completing the Maine Criminal Justice Academy in May.
A 2018 graduate of Unity College with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Conservation Law Enforcement,
Nelligan will serve in the Machias patrol. Nelligan
has served as a Natural Resources Assistant for
the Town of Plymouth, Massachusetts, a Coastal
Natural Resource Officer and Endangered Species
Officer for the Town of Duxbury, Massachusetts,
and as a Deputy Game Warden for the Maine
Warden Service.
Whidden earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Wildlife Ecology from the University of Maine in
Orono in 2017. He worked as a member of the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife’s bear
research crew from 2016 to 2019. A commercial
lobster fisherman since 2010, Whidden holds a 25ton Captain’s License and is scheduled to serve as
Boat Specialist on the Patrol Vessel Monitor out of
Boothbay Harbor after graduating and completing
the Marine Patrols Field Officer Training Program.

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888

Rope continued from page 20

and document options for weak points that can be integrated into existing vertical lines. The next steps in this
work will include testing any ideas brought forward by
the industry to either understand the breaking strength
of their existing gear or to experiment with ways (such as
different types of knots and splices) to reduce the strength
to below 1700 lbs.
In conjunction with developing a suite of options that
achieve a 1700-pound weak point, DMR will continue to
test the weight of hauling loads to account for fisherman
safety while fishing with weak points. Secondly, DMR is
securing funding to work with manufacturers to develop
an in-line option for a 1700lb weak point that can be field
tested by the industry ahead of the implementation of
any new regulations.

From left, Col. Jay Carroll, Keegan
Nelligan, Evan Whidden. DMR photo.

Lobstermen are encouraged to share ideas for weak
points by contacting Erin Summers at DMR through
email at erin.l.summers@maine.gov or by phone at (207)
633-9556. DMR will test these weak point ideas to ensure
a variety of options are available.
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THE MONTH IN
PHOTOS
We live in a world of social media.
Sometimes we use that world to vent
frustrations and attack each other. But
often we use it to showcase the beauty
of living along the Maine coast and to
offer the views of men and women who
make their livings from the sea. We
feature here a selection of Instagram
photos that celebrate the Maine lobster
fishery.

Winter, Brian Tripp.

Money shot, T. Boiven.

Buoys, Joe’s Rope.

Orrs Island wharf, Maine Coast
Fishermen’s Association

Complete and Committed.
THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION.
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