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By Melissa Waterman

In 1999 Maine passed a law that created the state’s Renewables 

Portfolio Standard, which mandated that 40% of retail electricity sold 

in the state would come from renewable sources by 2017. In 2009, an 

additional law established goals for wind energy development in the 

state that included developing 300 megawatts or more of wind energy 

in coastal waters by 2020, ramping up to 5,000 megawatts by 2030. Th us 

far just one wind energy project has been proposed for Maine state wa-

ters, the Maine Aqua Ventus development off  Monhegan Island. Th is 

month Landings begins a series that will look at how other states are 

treating the prospect of off shore wind projects and how those projects 

aff ect fi shermen.

In February or March, the proponents of Maine Aqua Ventus (MAV) 

will begin a hydrographic survey of a proposed electrical cable route 

from the wind turbine site southeast of Monhegan Island to Port 

Clyde. Th e survey faced a loud outcry from local lobstermen when 

MAV announced it would take place during November, 2017, when 

lobstering was still going strong in the area.

Th at outcry was just one in a series of complaints by local fi shermen 

and residents against the project. Many of those objections relate to 

a perceived failure of communication between the project’s manag-

ers and communities other than Monhegan Island. Yet if one looks to 

southern New England, Deepwater Wind’s Block Island Wind Farm 

in Rhode Island, which started generating power in May, 2017, faced 

similar objections during its development. Yet somehow Deepwater 

Wind was able to work eff ectively with communities on the island 

and mainland as well as fi shermen. 

FOR WHOM THE WIND 
BLOWS

By Melissa Waterman

Th e coast of Maine is dotted with 

fi shing cooperatives. Th ey may be 

in small harbors with just ten or 

twenty members, or larger busi-

nesses with 80-plus fi shermen in-

volved. Each business is run by 

its members, for its members, yet 

each approaches the task slightly 

diff erently. Th is month Landings 

begins a series that examines how 

Maine’s fi shing cooperatives oper-

ate and how they are coping with 

a constantly shifting economic and 

environmental landscape. 

Business cooperatives (co-ops) 

are not a new concept in Maine. 

Th ey have existed among farmers for many generations. Agricultural co-ops 

were created to handle, process, and market the farmers’ products, such as po-

tatoes, sell farm supplies, and provide credit and other fi nancial services. 

Among fi shermen, however, the notion of combining together as a business 

group was slow to take hold. Fishermen thought of themselves simply as own-

COOPERATIVES A LONG-
STANDING PRACTICE IN MAINE 

LOBSTER INDUSTRY

Fishermen’s Heritage Co-op, 

Friendship. MLA photo. 

Continued on page 16Continued on page 23

CHANGES PLANNED FOR 
MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP
By Melissa Waterman

Lobstermen are constantly aware of changes: a change 

in the sky hinting at storm, a change in the sound of 

the boat’s engine, a shift in the movement of their prey. 

Change is a constant in the lobster fi shery, whether it’s 

new regulations or new markets for lobsters. 

Likewise, change has been a constant in the 

state’s oldest fi shermen’s organization, the Maine 

Lobstermen’s Association (MLA). Founded in 1954 

by Vinalhaven lobsterman Leslie Dyer when lobster 

sold for 30 cents per pound, the MLA has weathered 

transformations in the lobster fi shery that would 

stagger most organizations. Wooden traps have 

turned to wire, boats have increased in size and pow-

er, Department of Marine Resources Commissioners 

have come and gone and still the MLA continues to 

doggedly stand up for Maine’s lobstermen and the 

communities that depend on them.

Now another change is happening. Th is spring a new 

MLA president will be elected. David Cousens will 

step down and a new MLA board member will take 

his place. 

Ossie Beal was 

the MLA’s second 

president, serving 

after Leslie Dyer 

of Vinalhaven. 

MLA photo
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Welcome to 2018! Here we are at the beginning of an empty 

calendar stretching forward into the next twelve months. 

Who knows what stories we will be covering during this 

brand new year?

To start with, Landings tackles the topic of ocean wind pow-

er in New England. Th e Gulf of Maine 

has been called the “Saudia Arabia of 

wind energy” because of the strength 

and reliability of its powerful winds. 

Yet proposals to construct off shore 

wind turbines have provoked con-

cern among Maine lobstermen and 

coastal communities, most recently 

aimed at the Maine Aqua Ventus 

proposal for off  Monhegan Island. 

Landings begins a new series look-

ing at ocean wind development by 

examining the Block Island Wind 

Farm, which successfully began pro-

ducing electricity for that island in 

May, 2017.

We also hear this month from retir-

ing Greater Atlantic Region Fisheries 

Offi  ce director John Bullard on 

what’s next in terms of right whale 

protection. We all know that 2017 

was a terrible year for North Atlantic 

right whales. Seventeen of the en-

dangered whales were found dead in 

the Gulf of St. Lawrence and in New 

England waters. Five more live whales were found entan-

gled in lines. Researchers believe that the right whale birth 

rate has dropped signifi cantly beginning in 2010, so each 

death resonates negatively throughout the population. 

Bullard explains activities that the Atlantic Large Whale 

Take Reduction Team, a large coalition of public and pri-

vate organizations and agencies, will be examining in 2018 

to attempt to reverse this tragic turn of events. 

Maine lobstermen are known as sturdy, in-

dependent folk who own and operate their 

own boats and businesses. Yet many have 

teamed up with each other to form fi shing 

cooperatives. Cooperatives are businesses 

in which all members have an equal fi nan-

cial stake. A cooperative is managed by a 

board of directors. It buys the lobsters and 

other catch of its members and then sells 

them for the best price possible. It may also 

sell bait, fuel and other supplies to its mem-

bers at a reasonable cost. Fishing coopera-

tives began in Maine after World War II 

and blossomed during the 1970s. Landings 

begins a new series this month on Maine’s 

fi shermen’s cooperatives, their approaches 

to selling their products, and innovations 

they have made along the way.

Making sure that there are lobsters on the 

bottom for the next generation of lobster-

men to catch has always been a vital part of 

the lobsterman’s ethic. One way to accom-

plish this is by V-notching egg-bearing fe-

male lobsters and tossing them back in the 

water. Th at way these fertile females can go 

on to hatch successive broods of young lob-

sters, safe from being caught and sold. 

Some worry that this practice fi rst started 

early in the previous century  is fading out. 

Despite it being the law, some  Maine lob-

stermen are not V-notching egg-bearing fe-

males. One lobsterman in Northeast Harbor 

decided to make sure young lobstermen 

know the importance of V-notching, as you 

will learn in this issue of Landings. 

Fifteen-year-old Beatrice Amuso of 

Islesford knows about V-notching and just 

about everything else related to lobstering. 

She began lobstering with her father when 

she was nine years old and then moved on to become the 

sternman for another island lobsterman. In the six years 

since then, Amuso has developed a deep love for the crea-

tures of the sea as well as the speed and strength necessary 

for her work. We profi le Amuso this month as part of our 

series “People of the Coast.” 

Finding aff ordable health insur-

ance is still an issue for many fi sh-

ermen in Maine. As health insur-

ance Navigator Bridget Th ornton 

writes this month, certain chang-

es in one’s life can make you eligi-

ble for enrollment in Aff ordable 

Care Act health insurance plans 

despite the fact that the regular 

enrollment period is over. Having 

a baby, losing one’s job, moving 

to a diff erent state — these are all 

events that will allow you to sign 

up if you have not yet done so for 

2018. 

Finally, as the new year begins, the 

Maine Lobstermen’s Association 

(MLA) gets ready for a major tran-

sition in its leadership. In the 64 

years since the MLA was founded 

it has had only fi ve presidents. Of 

those, the current president, David 

Cousens, has served the longest 

tenure, since taking the helm of 

the organization in 1991. Th is year Cousens will step down 

from the Board at the MLA’s annual meeting in March. 

Landings highlights the accomplishments of its past presi-

dents in this month’s issue and will focus on Cousens and 

the MLA’s Board of Directors in subsequent issues. 

We hope you enjoy this month’s Landings and welcome any 

story ideas you might have!

WHO ARE THE WOMEN OF MAINE’S 
LOBSTER INDUSTRY? 

FIND OUT IN THIS NEW 12-MONTH 
CALENDAR BY LUKE’S LOBSTER. 

The 2018 calendar features photos and stories of the 

Calendars are $19.99 (includes shipping and handling) 

www.lukeslobster.com.

the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance 
(www.mlcalliance.org).

Winter is the time to rest and get 

ready for the next season. MLA photo.
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by John Bullard

Since April 2017, 17 North Atlantic right whales have been observed dead in 

both U.S. and Canadian waters, a nearly 4% loss of the population. A study pub-

lished in September by NOAA Fisheries’ Northeast Fisheries Science Center 

and New England Aquarium researchers confi rmed that the right whale popu-

lation has been declining since 2010, down to an estimated 451 whales in 2016. 

Calving rates have also declined, with only fi ve calves born last winter. In ad-

dition, New England Aquarium researchers report that 85% of right whales 

have entanglement scars. Th e number of right whales with entanglement scars 

has gone up every year for the past several decades. In 2017, we observed nine 

right whales and 23 humpback whales alive and entangled in both the U.S. and 

Canada.

Over the past two decades, the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team has 

worked to reduce entanglements of right, humpback, and fi n whales on the 

U.S. East Coast. Th is work has included eliminating nearly 30,000 miles of rope 

from the water column and removing fi shing gear from 32,000 square nauti-

cal miles of the ocean through seasonal fi xed gear closures. Due in part to the 

Team’s work, we saw steady population growth among right whales from about 

270 right whales in 1990 to about 480 in 2010. We now know that, despite the 

Team’s best eff orts and the sacrifi ces made by fi shermen aff ected by the regula-

tions, this may not be enough.

 At NOAA Fisheries, we have been working closely with our colleagues in Canada 

to collaborate on science and management so we can address this problem to-

gether. Our Canadian colleagues understand the urgent need to prevent these 

events from happening again. Th ey are working on strategies to minimize the 

risk of both fi shing gear and ships to right whales in Canadian waters in 2018.

However, it is up to all of us, and despite the challenges that right whales cur-

rently face, I fi rmly believe in the Team’s ability to help solve this problem. 

Building on the steps we have taken in the past, 

the Team must now take up the very challeng-

ing task of fi guring out the next steps we need to 

take to save this species from extinction. 

Th e Team met by webinar on November 30, 

2017 to review the latest serious injury and mor-

tality data for right, humpback, and fi n whales, 

as it does each November. During that meet-

ing, we announced the formation of two new 

subgroups that will follow up on possible solu-

tions proposed previously by Team members 

and other scientists. Th e two new subgroups 

will begin working in January 2018 focusing on 

very specifi c topics. Subgroup 1 will investigate 

the feasibility of using whale release rope (rope 

with a 1,700 pound breaking strength) and al-

ternative approaches to gear marking; and

Subgroup 2 will investigate the feasibility of ro-

peless fi shing.

At this point, these subgroups are focused on 

feasibility; we are not endorsing either of these tools upfront. However, we need 

to investigate these options further so that the Team can make an informed de-

cision on the feasibility of these techniques given current technology. As always, 

we encourage you to contact your Team representative or NOAA Fisheries with 

any additional ideas for reducing entanglements.

Some guiding questions for these subgroups are:

• What is the current availability of these technologies?

• What are the current costs?

• Are there geographic locations where these technologies would work well 

and, conversely, areas where they would not work?

• In what areas would additional research help inform management?

I have asked for 10 to 12 Team members to volunteer for each subgroup to work 

on answering these and other questions. To be successful, we believe that fi sh-

ermen need to be active participants on these subgroups. While the work of the 

subgroups will be done by Team members, we are planning opportunities to 

John Bullard is the 
director of the Greater 
Atlantic Regional 
Fisheries Offi  ce. He re-
tires from his position 
this month. 

Building on the steps we have taken in the past, 
the Team must now take up the very challenging 
task of fi guring out the next steps we need to take 

to save this species from extinction. 
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Smithwick & Mariners
Insurance Agency

With affiliated offices in Damariscotta, Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com

We are a full-service independent insurance 
agency providing personal, commercial, 
business & marine insurance.

 VERY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS
  

 

 Construction - we can obtain coverage for  
 any well maintained boat

We specialize in Lobster Boats, Draggers, Scallopers, 
Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more.

 
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - DEDICATED TO SERVICE
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GUEST COLUMN:   Right whale deaths trigger need for actionGuest
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Th e fi ve 6-megawatt turbines, located three miles southeast of the island, are 

successfully producing electricity for every home on Block Island and return-

ing excess energy to National Grid. Islanders’ electricity costs have dropped 

and the island’s diesel power plant is closed, eliminating about 40,000 tons of 

carbon dioxide from the atmosphere annually. 

How did they do it?

Lobsterman Bill McElroy was chair of the Fisheries Advisory Board of the Rhode 

Island Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC), the state’s regulatory 

agency for projects in state waters. Th e CRMC completed Rhode Island’s Ocean 

Special Area Management Plan (Ocean SAMP) in 2010. Th e document sets out 

enforceable policies and recommendations to guide CRMC’s decisions on pro-

tection and development of the state’s ocean resources.

“Initially we were scared to death at the idea of a wind project because we were 

afraid what might happen. We were scared a developer would come in and pick 

a site in essentially a vacuum and turn around and say here you go- like it or 

leave it. It was the fear of the unknown; we didn’t know what to expect, and of 

course, we’ve been as an industry beaten up pretty well in the press over the 

last decade or so. So we saw this as just another possibility of bad news for the 

industry,” McElroy said in a 2015 interview. 

Fishermen, particularly gill netters, and lobstermen were worried that the site 

chosen would take away key fi shing grounds and that construction would dis-

turb fi sh patterns that they knew like the back of their hands. “Th e Ocean SAMP 

provided a vehicle and made it possible for us to discuss our concerns,” McElroy 

continued. “And you have to give the SAMP and Deepwater credit. Th at doesn’t 

mean that any side wins, but at least it provides an opportunity to have a seat at 

the table and have our issues brought forward and it’s worked out great.”

McElroy believed that by preplanning what would be allowed in state waters, 

the CRMC provided more, rather than less fl exibility for fi shermen. “Deepwater 

chose a site at Block Island to install a certain number of windmills. Th ey came 

to the industry at the Ocean SAMP, and we pointed out that if they moved a 

couple of the turbines one way or the other, it would be much less intrusive 

to the fi shing industry,” McElroy explained. “Deepwater was more than will-

ing to do that, once they checked with their engineers and found out it wasn’t 

going to triple the price of the project or anything like that… So as soon as we 

saw things like that, it made us realize that we might not get everything we 

want, but we are getting most of it, and we are getting a seat at the table and 

have the opportunity to give them our opinion.” Deepwater Wind had a page 

on its web site dedicated to “information for mariners” where details of current 

operational activities, vessels, locations and future activities were posted. An 

independent contractor was also hired to act as a liaison between the fi shing 

community, the CRMC, and Deepwater Wind during the construction phase of 

the project. More than a dozen R.I. fi shermen were compensated for interrup-

tions to their fi shing during construction of the project in 2016. 

 A 2015 report by the Island Institute in Rockland noted several factors that 

contributed to the relatively smooth development of the Block Island Wind 

Farm. Specifi cally, the timing of the project, coming as it did after the CRMC 

had completed its Ocean SAMP, meant that the hard work of involving every-

one – fi shermen, environmentalists, communities and other stakeholders -- in 

a planning discussion had been done. 

“In addition, Deepwater Wind is a private, not public, entity [headquartered 

in Providence, R.I.],” said Suzanne MacDonald, community energy director at 

the Island Institute. “Th ey came in with all the pieces together with the goal of 

commercial development.” Th e Monhegan Aqua Ventus proposal, on the other 

hand, is a public-private partnership between the University of Maine, Cianbro 

Corporation and the French company Naval Energies Inc. Funding for the pro-

ject has been closely tied to federal Department of Energy grants, which in turn 

have infl uenced the shape and scope of the project during its development. 

Another element of great importance was the fact that Deepwater Wind was 

ready to assist Block Island selectmen in assessing technical aspects of the pro-

ject, something that a volunteer governmental body from a small community 

rarely has the skill to do on its own. Th e Block Island selectmen hired an energy 

consultant to advise them on the wind farm proposal; Deepwate agreed to re-

imburse them for that expense. In addition, Deepwater hired a local person as 

a liaison between the community and the company. Bryan Wilson was readily 

accessible to island residents with concerns or questions about the project. 

As the Island Institute report noted, “Th e consultants translated pertinent 

technical details and locally relevant information to the town council. Th ey 

shared information with the broader community, fi elded questions at commu-

nity meetings, listened to community concerns, and translated these concerns 

into comments during the formal regulatory processes. Th e expertise of the 

consultants provided the town council with greater confi dence that communi-

ty concerns would be better integrateiinto the wind farm planning processes.” 

While the Rhode Island Lobstermen’s Association, Rhode Island Sierra Club, 

and other nonprofi t groups were in favor of the project, the residents of 

Narragansett, through whose town the 21-mile submerged electricity cable 

from the turbines would pass, were not. A political action committee called 

Deepwater Resistance formed soon after the project was fi rst proposed. Th e 

Narragansett Town Council voted to reject Deepwater’s proposal to have the 

cable come ashore near the town beach. So Deepwater moved the landing area 

to state land, the Scarborough State Beach, a move quickly approved by the 

State Properties Committee.  Th e director of Deepwater Resistance brought 

suit against the company saying that his civil rights had been violated during 

the permitting process. Th e case was dismissed in Superior Court, then ap-

pealed to the Rhode Island Supreme Court before being denied in early 2015. 

Some ratepayers also grumbled about the contract struck between Deepwater 

Wind and the state’s Public Utilities Commission. To amortize the $300 million 

price of the wind farm, Deepwater Wind negotiated a 20-year contract with 

National Grid, the utility company that provides electricity for most of Rhode 

Island. Th at contract mandates n 3.5% annual increase in the price of electric-

ity generated by the wind turbines. 

When the Block Island Wind Farm began full operation in May, 2017, the pro-

ject was hailed as  a successful renewable energy development and the start of a 

new industry for Rhode Island. Support for the project extends beyond various 

environmental organizations and state offi  cials: this past summer Block Island 

charter boat captains began off ering popular at-sea tours, taking eager tourists 

on two-hour visits to the wind farm. 

Next month: off shore wind projects blossom in other East Coast states

Rhode Island fi shermen were concerned about the eff ect construction 
of the turbines would have on their fi shing. BIWF photo.

Wind continued from page 1

Highest quality ropes made in Maine

SINK 

 

Approved 
Maine Labeling 

www.bessybait.com 
Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849  

Email: info@bessybait.com 

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pails 

Keep your 
traps fishing  
even when  

you can’t get 
to ‘em!  

Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at  
155 Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874  

Please call for HOURS and PRICING! 
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations. 

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide 

Approved 

s 

 LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE  
LOBSTER BAIT 

www.bessybait.com
Phone: 603.300.2849

Email: info@bessybait.com
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you?
Need a lender

who understands

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit 
to Maine’s commercial fishing industry.  

With long- and short-term financing options for real estate, boats and 
equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice for you. We provide attractive 

rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of every type and size. 

 Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch office closest to you.

Loans and leases for:
Boats / Trucks / Real estate / Wharves / Bait storage facilities / Equipment 

Haul out and repair / Operating lines / Permits

800.831.4230  /  FarmCreditEast.com

Maine Fishermen’s Forum 
PO Box 288 

Bath, ME  04530 
(207) 442-7700 

 

2018 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 

The Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board of Directors offers a scholarship fund to benefit immediate family 
members (son/daughter, or a grandson /granddaughter) or legal dependent of someone actively involved in 
Maine’s seafood industry, regardless of financial need or academic achievement.  Undergraduates attending a 
two or four year college who are in at least the second year of their program or students who are in at 
least the second semester of their Certificate Program will be eligible.  Applications will be accepted 
through March 2, 2018.  Scholarships will be awarded by a random drawing to be held during the 43rd annual 
Maine Fishermen’s Forum.   

 

Do you qualify?  (Check all that apply) 
1. __ Are you a sophomore, junior or senior right now?  You must be at least a sophomore in college to apply. 
2. __ Do you have an immediate family member actively participating in Maine’s seafood industry? 
 

What do you need to apply?  (Check all that apply) 
3. __ Complete this application and send to the address at the top.  
4. __ Provide an official transcript or Registrar’s letter of current standing along with the application. 
 

Please note that previous winners are not eligible. 
 
STUDENT INFORMATION 
 
Student Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Home Phone_____________________ 
 
City______________________________ State_____ Zip Code________   Email: _____________________________________ 
 
SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 
College/University Name_____________________________________________   Expected Year of Graduation: ____________    
 
Location of College _________________________________________________   Your Major __________________________ 
 
**School Standing as of Sept 2017  (circle one)     Freshman          Sophomore        Junior              Senior 
 
MAINE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY FAMILY MEMBER INFORMATION 
 
Name____________________________________________________________ Relationship____________________________ 
 
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Phone__________________________ 
 
City______________________________ State______ Zip Code_________   Email: ___________________________________  
 
Vessel Name or Commercial License Number __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe participation in the Maine seafood industry_____________________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

You qualify for the scholarship drawing ONLY IF you check all 4 items below.. 

By Shelley Wigglesworth

Government Wharf (so named because the federal government once owned it) 

and bait shed in Kennebunkport were both built in the early 1950’s, primarily 

for use by commercial fi shermen with fi shing vessels moored  in the Kennebunk 

River. Over a half century later, the little red structure will be torn down and the 

wharf itself renovated. Demolition began after Th anksgiving; the project is ex-

pected to be completed by the end of April, 2018.

Laurie Smith, Kennebunkport town manager, said, “Due to its age and heavy 

use, the facility requires substantial renovation. Th e project will replace the ex-

isting wharf with a similarly constructed wharf, replace the bait house on ap-

proximately the same footprint, and add a section of wharf decking on the east 

side. Th e improvements will enhance the safety of access for fi shermen loading 

and unloading, increase the usable landing space for boats, and improve the 

storage space for bait with future plans for refrigeration.”

Th e projected cost of the entire renovation is $747,565. Of that total, the 

Maine Department of Transportation will pay $284,000 of the cost, a Maine 

Submerged Lands Grant 

will pay $15,000, and 

Kennebunkport will pay 

the remaining balance. 

Maritime Construction 

of Cape Neddick will be 

performing the work. 

Harbormaster Jim Black 

is the liaison between 

fi shermen and the con-

struction team during 

the project. “We [Black, 

a commercial fi sherman, 

and town offi  cials] will 

assure that the commercial fl eet has access to all assets needed to continue op-

erating during the construction process. I will also monitor any environmental 

concerns and work with the town to ensure that any navigational issues are 

handled properly,” he said.

Government Wharf currently serves approximately 20-25 local commercial 

fi shermen, mostly lobstermen and a few groundfi shermen. Th ough it is a pub-

lic wharf, the commercial fi shermen who use it pay dues to cover the annual 

operational costs of the pier and its maintenance. Th e bait shed is for commer-

cial fi shermen’s use only as they are the ones paying the costs. “Sustaining the 

town’s fi shing economy is a key priority for the town. Development pressures 

and the escalating value of property along the coastline have drastically re-

duced the number of properties in the Kennebunkport that are owned or used 

by fi shermen. Th e town has, by ordinance, given priority use to commercial 

fi shing at both Government Wharf and Cape Porpoise Pier,” Smith said. 

Lobsterman Chris Welch moors his boat Foolish Pride in the Kennebunk River. 

“I am glad that the town is keeping the wharf and bait shed for the commercial 

fi shermen’s use fi rst. We don’t have a lot left, and these things are crucial for us 

to have,” he said.

Smith said she feels the renovation will be a benefi t to all fi shermen. “Th e new 

wharf will be safer, more effi  cient and serve the town well for many years to 

come,” she said. “Th e bait shed will be energy effi  cient, supply the fi shermen 

with needed storage space and, due to the refrigeration, will lessen any odors 

that may have impacted neighboring properties.” 

KENNEBUNKPORT WHARF, BAIT SHED UNDERGO RENOVATIONS

Government Wharf awaits its renewal. Mary Serreze photo.

With so little public space available to lob-
stermen, the bait shed is a key element of the 
wharf. Bob Dennis photo.



Page 6  |  LANDINGS  | January 2018

SHOP NOW AT  WWW.LEEFISHERFISHING.COM
The 2015 Commercial Retail Catalog 800.356.5464

THE LARGEST 
COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLY IN USA.

V-NOTCHING REMAINS CRITICAL TO THE SUSTAINABILITY OF 
MAINE’S LOBSTER STOCKS

By Melissa Waterman

Concerned by the apparent decline among lobstermen in V-notching egg-bear-

ing female lobster, a Downeast lobsterman has decided to take action. He is 

collaborating with Brooks Trap Mill to provide all newly licensed lobstermen in 

the state with a V-notch tool in 2018. “So many don’t notch. It’s all about speed,” 

the 38-year-old lobsterman, who wished to remain anonymous, said. “We are 

benefi ting right now from the stewardship of previous generations. I started on 

deck and learned that V-notching is simply what you do. But it’s not happening 

anymore.”

Th e practice of cutting a small notch in a female’s tail fl ipper began in 1917 

in Maine as a voluntary measure and became 

mandatory in 2002. In 2008, nearly 82% of fe-

male lobsters in samples collected by the 

Department of Marine Resources (DMR) bore a 

V-notch. By 2013 that number had dropped to 

61%. Samples taken in Zone A showed that only 

50% of females in that zone bore a V-notch in 

2013. 

Th e importance of V-notching is not solely as a 

measure to ensure a sustainable lobster popu-

lation for lobstermen in the future. It also in-

fl uences the lobster stock assessment model 

used by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Commission (ASMFC). As Carl Wilson, DMR’s 

Science Bureau director, stated at the 2017 

Maine Fishermen’s Forum, “V-notching allows 

the female to grow larger. A larger female means 

more eggs. [Th e ASMFC is] working on the next 

stock assessment for lobster. Th e lower V-notch 

rate is being factored in. Diff erent scenarios 

show diff erent declines. If the rate is 50% down, 

then in 30 years the population crashes.”

At the start of the 20th century, Maine lobster-

men balked at nearly all rules that constrained 

their ability to catch lobsters. But slowly a sea change took place in the fi shery. 

By the time the Great Depression took hold in the 1930s, lobstermen felt that 

illegal fi shing was causing low landings. Th ey began to support conservation 

laws, including an oversize measurement, to bolster their catches. A few lob-

stermen began to encourage others to V-notch egg-bearing females. 

By the late-1940s, after many lobstermen had returned from World War II, a 

majority of lobstermen understood the need for conservation of lobster stocks 

and began V-notching in earnest.  University of Maine professor Jim Acheson 

quotes Maine Lobstermen’s Association past president Ed Blackmore as say-

ing, “We decided that if we were going to keep it going, we needed to do some-

thing to replenish the supply. We knew that V-notched lobsters were protected 

and we decided to put more lobsters in that category. When I had an especially 

good day, I would notch one or two big egged females as a way of investing 

in the future of the industry. We didn’t have to 

do it, but the idea caught on and a lot of peo-

ple began to preserve the proven eggers in this 

way.” (Th e Evolution of the Maine Lobster V-Notch 

Practice: Cooperation in a Prisoner’s Dilemma 

Game, James Acheson and Roy Gardner, 2011.)

In 1982, the MLA started its own V-notch moni-

toring project, held each year during a week 

in early October. Th e Department of Marine 

Resources has collected data since 1985 on 

V-notched lobsters through its at-sea sam-

pling program. In 2002, the Maine Legislature 

made V-notching mandatory in part to meet 

the requirements of the Atlantic States Marine 

Fisheries Commission’s lobster management 

plan. But as with much in the lobster fi shery, en-

forcement of the law takes place more through 

the pressure of lobstermen themselves than 

through the Marine Patrol Offi  cers. 

“It’s like putting money in the bank,” said MLA 

president David Cousens of South Th omaston. “It 

doesn’t take that much time and it’s essential for 

the future of lobstermen. Everyone knows that.” 

Brooks Trap Mill hopes that providing all newly 

licensed lobstermen with a v-notching tool will help them to continue the lega-

cy of stewardship and investing in the future of the lobster industry. 

THE LAW

6436. Egg-bearing lobsters; V-notched lobsters 

1. Egg-bearing and v-notched lobsters.  A person may not take, transport, 

sell or possess: 

A. Any lobster that is bearing eggs; or [2003, c. 452, Pt. F, §9 (NEW); 2003, 

c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF).]

B. Any female lobster marked with a v-notch in the right fl ipper next to 

the middle fl ipper or any female lobster that is mutilated in a manner 

that could hide or obliterate that mark. Th e right fl ipper is determined 

when the underside of the lobster is down and its tail is toward the per-

son making the determination.

ensure that non-Team members can contribute.  Th e best place to start is with 

your Team representative. Given the urgency of the situation, we would like the 

subgroups to provide reports on the feasibility of these options within the next 

six to nine months. Once the subgroups have completed their work, we will 

convene the full Team for a meeting in the third quarter of 2018 to discuss the 

subgroups’ fi ndings.

I have confi dence that the Team can fi nd solutions to this conservation chal-

lenge and although I will have retired and will not be on hand to help imple-

ment the solutions they develop, I look forward to seeing how the Team works 

together to help this critically endangered species begin its road to recovery 

once again. 

If you have questions or comments about the Atlantic Large Whale Take 

Reduction Team,  please contact the Maine Team representatives Patrice 

McCarron at 207-967-4555, Dwight Carver at 207-497-2895, John Williams, 

207-367-2731, Erin Summers, 207- 633-9556 or Mike Asaro at 

NOAA Fisheries at 978-282-8469.

Bullard continued from page 3

V-notching egg-bearing female lobsters is vital to the 
continued vitality of lobster populations and is re-
quired by law. NEFSC photo. 
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As we say good-bye to 2017, it is clear that it has been a 

year of tremendous change. Lobstermen experienced sig-

nifi cant frustration with sluggish landings and low prices 

compared to 2016. Th e MLA was busier than ever tackling 

an array of issues that impact Maine lobstermen’s ability 

to fi sh and make a living. Yet due to the MLA’s input and 

leadership, the lobster industry has seen true successes in 

the policy arena during 2017.

As in recent years, the issues facing lobstermen in 2017 

were far-ranging — from enforcement to coral zones to 

whales. When you hear the word “issue,” think meetings. 

Lots and lots of meetings along with plenty of emails, 

phone calls, offi  cial letters and follow-up. Th e MLA serves 

on the Maine Lobster License Plate board (RED Fund); 

staff  attend the state’s Dredge Committee meetings, Maine 

Lobster Marketing Collaborative board meetings, Lobster 

Advisory Council and other industry meetings. To keep 

up with emerging issues, the MLA goes to, you guessed 

it, more meetings! Th is year the MLA has weighed in on 

the remediation strategy for the Penobscot River clean-

up and developing a marine debris plan for the Gulf of 

Maine. Th e MLA helped organize the Industry Day for the 

International Lobster conference held in Portland in June, 

and connected fi shermen with the research team conduct-

ing the Penobscot Bay hydrographic survey this summer. 

Th e MLA staff  and Board attend many lobster zone council 

meetings to hear for themselves the opinions of all lobster-

men on important issues such as reauthorization of the 

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative, double-tagging 

and other issues specifi c to the diff erent zones. 

While policy and advocacy are the MLA’s core activities, the 

MLA works hard to maintain a robust portfolio of benefi ts 

for our members: the vessel insurance program; monthly 

newspaper Landings; weekly email updates on relevant 

news; weekly lobster, bait and fuel prices; a broad range 

of business discounts; and health insurance enrollment 

assistance. In 2017, we off ered several valuable programs 

including safety training and a trip to the Boston Seafood 

Show. Th e MLA also supported the Maine Lobstermen’s 

Community Alliance in running its second Maine Lobster 

Leadership Program last winter and bringing Canadian 

veterinarian Jean Lavallee to speak about lobster quality in 

Portland, St. George, Stonington, Swans Island, Northeast 

Harbor, and Gouldsboro during April. 

It takes a tremendous depth of knowledge and effi  cient use 

of resources to represent Maine’s lobster industry on so 

many issues. While other groups may raise their voices oc-

casionally at the Legislature or in the press on an issue that 

attracts a lot of attention, the MLA consistently monitors 

all of the issues that aff ect lobstermen’s livelihoods. Here 

are just a few examples from 2017:

Coral Closures Stopped

Th e MLA attended many New England Fishery Management 

Council (NEFMC) and Habitat Committee meetings as the 

Council developed proposals to protect deep water cor-

als located in the Gulf of Maine. Of signifi cant interest to 

Maine lobstermen were the coral zones located near Outer 

Schoodic Ridge and Mount Desert Rock off  the downeast 

coast. Th e MLA worked closely with Maine Department of 

Marine Resources (DMR) and downeast lobstermen to un-

derstand the dire economic impact a closure could have on 

the area. Th e DMR did an excellent job utilizing its limited 

data to quantify the massive economic impact a closure 

would have had on hundreds of downeast lobstermen. In 

June 2017, the Council voted to allow lobstering to con-

tinue in these two coral zones, prohibiting only bottom-

tending mobile gear (trawls and dredges).

Fought Increase in Lobster License Fees

Th e MLA lead the fi ght to stop the 30% increase on com-

mercial marine license fees to help backfi ll the state’s 

budget gap and fought hard to keep DMR fully funded. Th e 

MLA successfully argued that the state of Maine could not 

aff ord to undercut the commercial fi shing industry or the 

DMR’s ability to do its job in supporting this important 

economic sector. Th e Legislature voted to fi ll the DMR’s 

budget gap with dedicated revenue from the General Fund 

and dropped the proposed license fee increase. 

License Revocations for Intentional Lobster Violations

Th e MLA spent many hours before the Marine Resources 

Committee and in the halls of the State House advocat-

ing for passage of the enforcement bill (LD 575) brought 

forward by the MLA. MLA members had expressed grow-

ing concern that DMR’s existing enforcement and penalty 

structure was not adequate to deter increased cheating 

by the few bad lobstermen. Left unchecked, the situation 

could have escalated, with the cheaters reaping huge fi -

nancial rewards from illegal behavior while the honest lob-

stermen could only sit back and watch.

Th e MLA conducted an industry-wide survey and dedicated 

its 2017 Annual Meeting to discussing strategies to address 

this issue. Based on industry feedback, the MLA proposed 

LD 575 to set minimum and maximum penalties for the most 

egregious intentional crimes. Violations that could be acci-

dental (shorts, V-notches, etc.) were left unchanged. During 

this process, the MLA supported DMR’s proposal to conduct 

covert investigations of those suspected of fi shing over the 

trap limit and fi shing sunken trawls if there was probable 

cause, which was included in LD 575. Th e Maine Lobstering 

Union mounted a strong opposition to this bill but in the end 

the MLA prevailed. Lobstermen now face a minimum 2-year 

loss of license for trap molesting, minimum 3-year loss of 

license for fi shing over the trap limit and fi shing sunken 

trawls, a minimum 4-year loss of license for scrubbing egg-

ers, and a permanent loss of license for arson or destruction 

of a lobster boat. Since this summer, Marine Patrol has been 

making cases, bad players are losing their licenses, and lob-

stermen are now fi shing on a level playing fi eld.

Whales

When it comes to whale rules, the MLA remains the trust-

ed voice of the Maine lobster fi shery, advocating for an ap-

proach that doesn’t sacrifi ce lobstermen’s ability to make a 

living. 2017 was a year of grave concern regarding the plight 

of right whales. Th e year ended with 17 right whale deaths (12 

in Canada and 5 in the U.S.), with fi ve live entanglements in 

Canada, and only fi ve whales born. Researchers believe that 

the right whale population has been declining since 2010. It 

now numbers 450, with only about 100 breeding females. 

Right whales mean a lot of meetings. During 2017 the MLA 

was present at every meeting related to right whales, in-

cluding the stock assessment review group, Take Reduction 

Team meetings and webinars, and the annual right whale 

consortium meeting in Canada. Th e MLA presented a talk 

on the Maine lobster industry’s eff orts to protect whales 

at the Marine Mammal Commission’s annual meeting in 

April and visited the NMFS gear shed to review the gear 

removed from whales since implementation of the sinking 

line rule. 

Th e MLA has not minced its words on a proposal to im-

mediately implement 1,700-pound weak rope immediate-

ly and ropeless fi shing within ten years. Ropeless fi shing 

simply is not viable for the Maine lobster fi shery. More re-

search is needed to understand the safety, operational and 

economic implications of fi shing weak rope. Th e MLA has 

demanded that Canada implement a comparable whale 

protection plan before any U.S. fi shermen are asked to do 

more. Th e MLA is working closely with DMR on research 

to measure the functional breaking strength of lobster 

endlines currently fi shed and to assess the working loads 

needed for our vessels to haul gear safely.

Th e MLA also presented at a conference in Oregon to edu-

cate Dungeness crab fi shermen and managers on Maine’s ef-

forts to protect whales, as the crab fi shery grapples with how 

to mitigate an increase in gear entanglements with whales. 
Continued on page 8

STEAMING AHEAD:   Th e year in reviewMaine Lobstermen’s 
Association 

•••

President: David Cousens 
So. Th omaston, 594-7518
1st VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306 
2nd VP: John Williams 
Stonington, 367-2731
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404

Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Dustin Delano, Friendship, 542-7241
Arnie Gamage, Jr., S. Bristol, 644-8110
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418 
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093
Jack Young, Vinalhaven, 863-4905

Staff 
•••

Executive Director  
Patrice McCarron    
patrice@mainelobstermen.org

Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Health Insurance Navigator
Bridget Th ornton
bridget@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association

2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043

207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’ 
meeting schedule

All meetings take place 
at Darby’s Restaurant, 

Belfast, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

January 3, 3 p.m.

Annual meeting, March 2, 

9 a.m., Samoset Resort

Advocating for a 
sustainable lobster resource 

and the fi shermen and 
communities that depend 

on it since 1954.

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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 MLA DECEMBER DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY

Th e MLA Board of Directors met on December 6, 2017. Patrice gave an update 

on the right whale situation. Conservation groups have sent two separate “no-

tices of intent to sue” NOAA for not taking action to further regulate the lobster 

fi shery and other fi xed gear fi sheries to protect right whales. Th e fi rst letter was 

fi led on October 2 by the Center for Biological Diversity, Defenders of Wildlife, 

Humane Society of the U.S. and Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society; 

the second on November 29 by the Conservation Law Foundation and Earth 

Justice. Th e letters are in response to the deaths of 17 right whales in 2017. 

In response, NOAA will convene two working groups from the Take Reduction 

Team (TRT) membership to investigate 1,700 lb. weak rope and ropeless fi shing 

as potential management measures. NOAA is conducting a Section 7 review of 

the lobster fi shery under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). If NOAA fi nds that 

the lobster fi shery jeopardizes the survival of right whales, management action 

must be implemented immediately or the fi shery will be shut down. Th e board 

had a lengthy discussion about the current situation and discussed potential 

options. All agreed that weak rope and ropeless fi shing would be problematic 

for Maine lobstermen. MLA will be closely involved as this issue evolves.

NMFS has started rulemaking to consider two changes that would aff ect the 

Gulf of Maine federal lobster fi shery. First, NMFS may modify the off shore high-

fl yer rules outside of 12 miles. Second, NMFS is considering allowing the use 

of a substitute vessel for federally-permitted vessels fi shing off shore if there is 

a mechanical or vessel failure. Th e board had a lengthy discussion on ideas to 

improve gear marking off shore, but came to no agreement on an approach that 

would serve all areas of the coast. MLA will submit comments to allow the use 

of a substitute vessel, and provide feedback to improve off shore gear marking.

Th e MLA board voted to send MLA’s letter opposing the Maine Aqua Ventus 

wind project off  Monhegan Islandto the Governor and Maine’s Congressional 

Bait – Herring and Menhaden

Management changes were passed in 2017 for both herring and menhaden. Th e 

MLA provided a strong voice for the lobster industry, advocating for a steady, 

sustainable supply of these important, local bait sources.

Herring management moved forward through both the Atlantic States Marine 

Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) and the NEFMC. In May, the ASMFC passed 

Addendum I to the herring plan to provide managers with additional tools 

to control the rate and eff ort of Area 1A catch to spread landings across the 

months when demand for lobster bait is highest. 

Th e MLA closely monitored NEFMC’s development of Amendment 8 to the fed-

eral herring plan. Amendment 8 could aff ect the overall herring quota by seek-

ing to balance the commercial herring quota with the ecological needs of the 

Gulf of Maine and by identifying where and when midwater trawlers may fi sh 

to reduce localized depletion and gear confl ict. Th rough attendance at numer-

ous NEFMC, Herring Committee, and Management Strategy Evaluation meet-

ings, the MLA continually advocated for maintaining a sustainable and aff ord-

able bait supply for Maine lobstermen. 

On the menhaden front, the MLA strongly argued for Maine to receive a larger 

share of the menhaden quota and to sustain the 6,000-pound incidental fi shery 

for small boats. In November, ASMFC passed Amendment 3 to the menhaden 

plan, which increased the coastwide menhaden quota, increased Maine’s por-

tion of the quota, maintained the episodic quota and the small-scale incidental 

fi shery allowance of 6,000 pounds per day. 

ASMFC Lobster, Jonah Crab and Shrimp

Th e MLA supported changes to the ASMFC Jonah Crab plan, approved last 

January, to allow lobstermen to take up to one 5-gallon pail of Jonah crab claws 

detached at sea. Although this has been a traditional practice for many, it had 

become illegal under the ASMFC’s fi rst Jonah crab plan passed in 2015. DMR 

implemented these new regulations for lobstermen in November.

Th e MLA participates in the ASMFC subcommittee considering options to 

protect the coastal economy if the Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank lobster stock 

experiences a decline. As part of this process, ASMFC has initiated Addendum 

XXVII to consider the standardization of management measures across 

Lobster Conservation Management Areas (LCMAs). Th is addendum charges 

the Plan Development Team (PDT) with reviewing current management ap-

proaches and developing management alternatives for consideration in the 

Draft Addendum.

MLA Opposes Monhegan Wind Project

Th e MLA stated its opposition to the Maine Aqua Ventus (MAV) off shore wind 

project in November. Th e MLA expressed concern over the MAV project’s lack 

of eff ective communication with the fi shing industry, which has led to a com-

plete breakdown in trust. Th e MLA pointed out that, as Maine’s fi rst wind de-

velopment, this project sets a very poor precedent on how to work with Maine’s 

aff ected fi shing communities.

MLA Supports Portland’s Working Waterfront

Th e MLA expressed support in October of the petition organized by local fi sh-

ermen to protect Portland’s working waterfront. Th e MLA shares fi shermen’s 

concerns over proposals to redevelop properties along Commercial Street that 

have traditionally supported Maine’s fi shing and marine industries. Portland’s 

working waterfront is unique and valuable not only economically, but also for 

its tremendous cultural, social and historic characteristics.  

Working with Maine Congressional Delegation

During the year, the MLA raised several important issues with the Maine 

Congressional delegation. Th ese issues include the need for a dedicated fund-

ing source for lobster science, concern over federal budget cuts, the need for 

lobstermen to have access to aff ordable health insurance, the need to fund safe-

ty training and to revise the Coast Guard’s life raft repacking schedule, concern 

over U.S. trade policy including the impact of the Comprehensive Economic 

and Trade Agreement (CETA) between Canada and the EU, the need for U.S. 

and Canadian cooperation to protect right whales, the need for NMFS to allow 

federally permitted lobster license holders to use a substitute vessel during ves-

sel breakdowns, and the request for an exemption for the lobster industry from 

the EPA’s Tier 4 engine requirements. 

Health Insurance Enrollment

Th e MLA continued its Health Insurance Navigator services, successfully working 

with many coastal families who needed help understanding health insurance op-

tions to get them through the enrollment process. Due to MLA’s successful track 

record, the association was rewarded with another Navigator contract to help our 

constituents enroll in 2018 plans when many organizations faced funding cuts. Th e 

MLA welcomed Navigator Bridget Th ornton in the fall; Bridget did an outstanding 

job enrolling hundreds of lobstermen and their families during the short six-week 

open enrollment period. MLA’s Navigators work year-round helping many trou-

bleshoot their health insurance, enrollment follow-up, assisting with paperwork 

and gain access to health care locally.

PFD Project Advisor

MLA is part of the Northeast 

Center (NEC) Commercial Fishing 

Advisory Board and has worked 

with NEC on a study to identify 

a life jacket for lobstermen that 

would be comfortable and safe to 

work in on deck. To date, NEC re-

searchers have tested nine diff er-

ent life jackets with lobstermen in 

Maine and Massachusetts. Some 

were tested during winter fi shing; 

others during summer fi shing. 

Th e NEC will work with life jacket 

manufacturers to improve designs 

based on fi shermen’s comments. 

Th e MLA also collaborated with Fishing Partnership Support Services and 

McMillan Off shore Survival to connect lobstermen with safety and drill con-

ductor trainings around the state. 

MLA Shares the Maine Lobster Industry’s Story 

MLA joined ASMFC managers and scientists in November to represent the Gulf 

of Maine lobster fi shery at the Ocean Tipping Points Workshop in Santa Barbara, 

CA. Tipping points occur when small shifts in human pressures or environmen-

tal conditions bring about large, sometimes abrupt changes in a system. Th e 

Ocean Tipping Points model provides a framework to utilize new tools includ-

ing identifying thresholds, early warning indicators, and trade-off  analysis. Th e 

trade-off  analysis allows managers and stakeholders to weigh the costs and ben-

efi ts of management changes versus the economic loss or gain from the action.

Th e MLA also presented at several conferences including the Future of Seafood 

conference at the Boston Museum of Science, the Marine Mammal Commission 

Annual Meeting and a Dungeness Crab fi shery stakeholders meeting on whale 

mitigation measures.

Wow! Talk about a busy year. And 2018 promises to be just as eventful. Yet this 

summary shows clearly why the MLA continues to be the state’s leading advo-

cate for Maine’s lobstermen. 

As we’ve done since 1954, the MLA will continue to pursue its mission to ad-

vocate for a sustainable lobster resource and the fi shermen and communi-

ties that depend on it. Th e organization has been in business for more than 60 

years, a sign of its value to Maine’s lobstering communities. Th at so much can 

be accomplished in a single year with so few paid employees is  an indication 

of the dedication of the MLA’s board of directors and staff . Take some time to 

consider all that the MLA has done on your behalf during this past year. And I 

hope to see you at the Annual Meeting in March! 

As always, stay safe on the water. 

PFD testers on the dock in Stonington. 

NEC photo.

Steaming Ahead continued from page 7
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delegation. 

Th e New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) continues to work on 

updating the herring management plan, known as Amendment 8. Th e Council 

will hold public hearings this spring to get feedback on how to balance setting 

the commercial herring quota with ecological needs in the Gulf of Maine and 

where and when midwater trawlers should be able to fi sh to reduce localized 

depletion and gear confl ict.

Th e Atlantic States Marine Fishery Commission (ASMFC) has two lobster ad-

denda in progress. Th ere will be public hearings in January to take comments 

on the draft addendum which seeks to improve data on the lobster fi shery 

through enhanced reporting requirements. For the second addendum, ASMFC 

scientists are analyzing data on how confl icting management measures be-

tween the Gulf of Maine and Georges Bank areas may aff ect conservation of 

the resource. 

Volkswagon is settling its diesel emissions case in Maine. Th e Department of 

Environmental Protection is the lead agency for Maine. Maine’s settlement 

plan proposes to add additional funding to the Diesel Emission Reduction Act 

program (DERA) which can fund up to 40% of the cost of a new marine engine. 

If this plan goes through, funding for this program would increase from ap-

proximately $200,000/year to over $4 million over the next few years. Th e MLA 

will be launching a winter membership campaign which will continue through 

the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. 

Th e MLA Board discussed priority issues for 2018. 

• Support reauthorization of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative. 

Th is industry cannot aff ord to stop marketing, given the expansion in 

landings and markets for Maine lobster. MLA will work with MLMC, the 

Legislature and other industry groups to reauthorize with a 5-year sunset 

and consider how to improve its accountability.

• Change the date for new trap tags to January 1 and require removal of pre-

vious year’s tags. Th is would help prevent lobstermen from fi shing 80 extra 

tags if they have to be on by January 1. Th is may also prevent setting out in 

April with last year’s tags and help with wet storage violations. It is impor-

tant to have tags that will not fall out of traps if these changes are consid-

ered, and tags would need to be made available sooner. 

• Close the owner-operator loophole by preventing lobstermen from buying 

a second boat and setting up a sternman who holds a commercial license. 

Do not allow a commercial lobstermen to work as a sternman unless she or 

he has less than a certain number of tags (300?, 500?). 

• Review the defi nition of a V-notch and create educational materials so that 

all Marine Patrol Offi  cers and lobstermen are working from the same com-

mon standard. Review past materials such as a photo card for lobstermen 

to have on deck. Consider requiring a V-notch tool aboard all boats and 

ban gauges with the V at the end because it rips the tail. 

Th e MLA Board will meet on January 3 in Belfast at 3 p.m.

TAKE REDUCTION TEAM MEETING SUMMARY

Th e Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team met via webinar on November 

30, 2017.

Introduction and plans for 2018

John Bullard provided introductory 

remarks to the team. He emphasized 

the work the Team has accomplished 

over the past two decades but pointed 

to recent data as he outlined the agen-

cy’s plans for the Team’s future. Bullard 

reminded the Team that, despite the 

best and continued eff orts and the 

sacrifi ces made by fi shermen, it may 

not be enough to protect right whales. 

Since April, 17 right whales have been 

observed dead in Canadian and U.S. 

waters, a nearly 4% loss of the popula-

tion. In addition, a Northeast Fisheries 

Science Center study published in 

September revealed that the right whale population has been declining since 

2010, down to an estimated 451 whales in 2016. 

He announced the formation of two new Team subgroups that will follow up 

on possible solutions fi rst proposed by Team members and other scientists. 

Th e two new subgroups will begin working in January 2018 focusing on specifi c 

topics.

Subgroup 1 will investigate the feasibility of using whale release rope (rope 

with a 1,700 lb. breaking strength) and alternative approaches to gear marking.

Subgroup 2 will investigate the feasibility of ropeless fi shing. 

Th ese subgroups are focused on feasibility. Th at is, the Agency is not endorsing 

these potential tools upfront. However, these options need to be inves tigated 

so that the larger Team can make an informed decision on the feasibility of 

these techniques. 

Monitoring the Plan 

Mike Asaro provided an update on NOAA’s right whale recovery actions. Th e 

agency is pulling together an expert panel in January 2018 to assess the eff ec-

tiveness of regulations. Th e agency will also be soliciting interested individuals 

to participate in a new recovery implementation team focusing on how best 

to prioritize and execute recovery actions under the Endangered Species Act. 

Asaro told the Team that the agency is re-initiated consultation for many fi sh-

eries aff ected by the Take Reduction Plan. Under Section 7 of the Endangered 

Species Act, the agency completed formal consultation and issued Biological 

Opinions in 2013 and 2014. Since that time the status of the species has 

changed so the consultation process will begin again. NOAA continues to work 

with Canada through the bilateral right whale working group. Th e group met in 

September and early December. Th e goal is to identify where both nations can 

prioritize and fund joint research and management eff orts. 

Asaro discussed the fi ndings and recommendations of the recently released 

right whale fi ve-year review. Th e recommendations currently underway in-

clude: 

• Convening a bilateral work group with Canada to focus on addressing sci-

ence and management gaps 

• Reinitiate Biological Opinions under the Endangered Species Act 

• Designating a dedicated Right Whale Recovery Coordinator in the Greater 

Atlantic Region 

• Developing a new North Atlantic Right Whale Recovery Implementation 

Team 

Team members pointed out that the focus of the presentations was all on right 

whales and questioned the agency’s eff orts on humpback whale recovery. Th e 

updates specifi cally focused on right whales due to the recent deaths and the 

release of the fi ve-year review. Th e work of the subgroups will not be right 

whale-focused; the Plan continues to manage humpback and fi n whales too. 

Team members also asked about the expert group that will evaluate the cur-

rent rules, wondering if sub-lethal eff ects and the value of gear marking would 

be considered. Th e expert panel will look at sub-lethal eff ects; a NOAA gear 

marking subgroup will study whether to follow the current patterns of gear 

marking or look for other solutions. 

U.S. Species Status Updates 

Peter Corkeron reviewed the latest numbers from the 2017 Draft Marine 

Mammal Stock Assessment Reports (SAR). Th e fi nal SAR is close to publishing. 

Right whales - Corkeron reminded the Team that the new model introduced 

in April allows abundance estimates to be calculated more quickly and pro-

duces more reliable estimates than previous methods. Th e estimate for 2016 

is 451 animals. Th ere are three males for every two females now; the mortal-

ity of females is 150% of that of males. Th e abundance decline began in 2010. 

Abundance levels dropped from 483 to 458 in 2015 and the decline continued 

in 2016. 

Humpbacks - Humpback population levels are biased low due to older data 

availability. Th e agency plans to update the abundance estimate as soon as 

possible. 

Allison Henry presented injuries and mortalities resulting from entanglements 

for right and humpback whales for 2015-2017. Th e 2016-2017 data is prelimi-

nary and may change. Mike Asaro presented an update on the right whale mor-

talities in U.S. waters for 2017. As of November 30, 2017, fi ve carcasses were 

found in U.S. waters. Cause of death was determined for one case (blunt force 

trauma from a vessel strike) and others were unknown or pending histological 

results. David Morin presented a summary of 2016/2017 entanglement cases 

and gear marking analysis. Humpback whale entanglements continue to in-

crease in New Jersey, Delaware, and New York. Th e origin of the majority of 

recovered gear is unknown. Morin reminded the Team that the gear warehouse 

is always open to Team members upon request.

Th e Team requested that NMFS separate out the entanglement data by spe-

cies and that recovered gear be matched up with serious injury/mortality de-

terminations when possible. Th e Team discussed Potential Biological Removal 

(PBR) and questioned whether PBR with regard to right whales should only 

be applied to females. Th e Team questioned the right whale PBR value of 1.4 

which, according to their calculations, would mean the population was 700. 

Th e Team also inquired about planned survey eff orts south of Cape Cod. 

Canada Species Status Updates 

Cathy Merriman provided an update on the Gulf of St. Lawrence right whale 

cases this summer. Th e federal vessel traffi  c speed restriction zone continues 

to remain in eff ect. Vessels of 20 meters or more must reduce speed to less than 

Fisheries managers are consider-

ing  new weak rope measures to 

protect right whales. MLA photo.

Continued on page 10
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Continued on page 22

LOBSTER ADVISORY COUNCIL

Th e LAC met on December 14, 2017. Executive director Matt Jacobson present-

ed an overview of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative’s (MLMC) work 

to date. He explained that the MLMC markets lobster while dealers, processors 

and retailers sell the product. MLMC is like Ford or GMC, running commer-

cials showing beautiful trucks. In contrast, local car dealers run ads to actually 

draw customers in to buy vehicles. Jacobson said that the MLMC is open to 

reviewing its strategy and tactics for upcoming years, but that that work hap-

pens at the board level. Issues discussed include lengthening the marketing 

season into the fall so all areas of the Maine coast can equally benefi t; looking 

at how to improve accountability to those who fund the MLMC; reviewing eq-

uity of the funding structure as it applies to small dealers; and sunsetting reau-

thorization so the marketing eff ort is revisited in fi ve more years. Following 

the presentation and discussion, the LAC voted unanimously to support the 

reauthorization of the MLMC as is, with a fi ve-year sunset.

Former DMR Colonel Joe Fessenden and lobsterman Cory Hawkes presented a 

proposal to create an off shore lobster zone. Under this proposal, a lobsterman 

could “opt in” to an off shore zone which starts at 12 miles. If a lobsterman de-

clared into the off shore zone:

• the lobsterman would be prohibited from fi shing within the 3-mile limit.

• the lobsterman would be allowed to fi sh under zone rules from 3 to 12 

miles.

• the lobsterman would be allowed to fi sh outside of 12 miles across all sev-

en zones without spatial limitation.

• the lobsterman must have a VMS at his or her own cost. 

Lobstermen who do not opt into the off shore zone would continue under 

status quo rules. LAC members and some members of the public expressed 

concern over the proposal. Th e LAC encouraged the two to bring the off shore 

zone proposal to the lobster zone councils for discussion and feedback. Others 

countered that a better solution would be to end the zones at 3 miles. Th e LAC 

briefl y discussed the management of the Lobster Seed Fund. Th is issue was 

tabled until the next meeting so that DMR could bring options for the LAC 

to consider. Th e DMR Commissioner updated the LAC on the new menhaden 

rules which increase Maine’s quota, give Maine access to the episodic quota, 

and maintain a small-scale 6000 lb./day limit fi shery. Th e DMR will hold a 

meeting in January with menhaden stakeholders to discuss rulemaking to im-

plement these measures.  

HERRING UPDATE

Herring landings continue to lag signifi cantly behind last year’s landings levels. 

Th e Area 1A catch was landed more slowing this year, and landings from Areas 

2 and 3 were well behind 2016 levels. 

Atlantic Herring Landings

For data through December 18, 2017

Area Cumulative
Catch YTD

2016 Catch YTD 
(11/24)

Total Annual
Quota

2016 % of Quota

1A* 28,815 27,808 30,083 90%

1B 2,663 3,610 4,825 55%

2 3,606 13,241 31,227 12%

3 14,050 18,535 43,873 32%

Total 49,103 63,195 102,656 48%

*Quota June 1 thru Sept 30 = 21,910; Oct 1 thru Dec 31 -= 8,192

Th e spawning closures aff ected where the fi shery took place in 2017. Th e 

Eastern Maine Spawning closure was in place from August 28 to September 

24, but then was reinstituted from October 16 to 30. Th is kept midwater boats 

from fi shing Downeast when Area 1A opened on October 1. Th e Western Maine 

Spawning closure ran for a month, from September 26 to October 24. Th e 

Mass./NH Spawning closure ran from October 1 to 28, and then was extended 

until November 11. 

HERRING PUBLIC HEARINGS TO BE SCHEDULED FOR SPRING

Th e NEFMC voted to send Draft Amendment 8 to the Atlantic Herring Fishery 

Management Plan out to public hearing without selecting any “preferred” al-

ternatives. Given the wide range of opinions expressed by many stakeholders 

about this action, the Council is expecting a large degree of public engagement 

during the hearings, which will be held in early 2018. Th e Council will make 

fi nal decisions later in the year after considering all public comments.

Th e amendment is divided into two major components.

10 knots. Th ere is a high level of compliance with this mandatory restriction. 

Aerial monitoring is ongoing and as of November 24, 2017, there are still some 

right whales present in the area. DFO continues to have meetings with the fi sh-

ing and shipping industry, including ferry operators. Discussions are underway 

with fi xed gear fi shery associations in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Scotian Shelf 

and Bay of Fundy. Th e Gulf of St. Lawrence fi shing industry is moving quickly 

by forming a working group to discuss a variety of measures for 2018 includ-

ing gear marking, reducing the number of traps, and changing the timing of 

the fi shing season. Th e Department of Fisheries and Oceans is developing a 

plan to monitor and communicate the presence of right whales in real-time. 

Merriman also mentioned there are new funding opportunities through the 

Atlantic Fisheries Fund. Th ere was a discussion about the Canadian snow crab 

fi shery. Most snow crab vessels are less than 20 meters; the larger vessels are 

required to abide by the mandatory speed restriction. Th e fi shery also includes 

indigenous people and they too have to comply with all restrictions. 

Enforcement Updates 

OLE-GC reported on one whale-related case involving a recreational fi shing 

vessel strike. Th e U.S. Coast Guard had three cases involving violations of gillnet 

vessels in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic. Th ese cases included failure to have 

an anchor, buoy lines that weren’t marked, and failure to use weak links. OLE 

provided an update on Joint Enforcement Actions. Th ere were 80 total enforce-

ment actions for violations since the last webinar. Th ere were 418 contacts with 

an 87.4% compliance rate. A contact is defi ned as when OLE interacts with a 

fi sherman or his/her gear while seeking violations. A list of violations is below: 

Types of violation: 

6 Referrals to NOAA 

3 written warnings for no weak links 

6 written warning exceed trap limits 

1 CIV referral 

2 over fi shing 1-500 traps and 1 -100 traps 

1 seized 32 traps—no valid tags 

1 summons and 4 warnings for summons for 20 untagged traps-seized-

warnings for red tracer, obstructed escape vent, no biodegradable escape 

panels, incorrect buoy color 

33 letters sent for unidentifi able gear to owners and the traps were removed 

from the water 

1 warning fl oating ground line 

1 summons fl oating ground line 

5 citations (no data from state to exact violation with ALWTRP) 

5 written warnings (no data from state to exact violation with ALWTRP) 

1 written warning for no name on trap 

3 traps seized 

11 violations came with no description 

A full description of law enforcement actions are listed in a separate report on 

the meeting web site. 

Research Updates 

Erin Summers updated the team on ongoing load cell testing in Maine. At the 

April Team meeting it was suggested that Maine conduct load cell testing simi-

lar to that completed in Massachusetts to gather baseline data on the strength 

of rope currently used by the industry. Th e study focuses on testing the load 

from the fi rst trap’s vertical line. Th e study will also test the diff erence between 

the functional breaking strength and the manufacturer’s breaking strength. 

Th e study is in the preliminary stages; Summers will provide numbers and fi nal 

results at a later date. 

Public Comment

A member of the public suggested that NMFS create a list on its web page with 

research questions so that others outside the Team can tackle these questions 

and look for solutions, seek funding, and draft proposals. 

Next Steps 

NMFS will send out an email to the Team soliciting interest in participating 

in one or both subgroups. Subgroup 1 will investigate the feasibility of using 

whale release rope (rope with a 1,700 lb. breaking strength) and alternative ap-

proaches to gear marking and Subgroup 2 will investigate the feasibility of rope-

less fi shing. Subgroups will meet multiple times beginning in January and come 

back to the Team with answers to feasibility questions and perhaps new tools. 

NMFS will begin planning for an in-person Team meeting in late 2018 and will 

update the Team on the expert panel’s progress evaluating the eff ectiveness of 

the regulations. Th e panel is expected to meet in January 2018. Th e agency will 

continue to update the Team on new strandings and necropsy fi ndings. NMFS 

will also send out reports/fi ndings from DFO as they become available. 

Th e tentative date for the next information session is February 7, 2018. Th e 

topic will be gear analysis and an update on load cell testing results. Additional 

information about the TRT meeting is at: www.greateratlantic.fi sheries.noaa.

gov/protected/whaletrp/trt/meetings/index.html.

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

TRT summary continued from page 9
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Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discntd vessel insurance 
plus 5% discount with proof  of  CG ap-
proved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 
5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, No 
lay up period, discounted electronics deduct-
ible, and automatic coverage of  researchers 
207-370-1883

Automotive

Friendship Trap Company 
Friendship, ME -- 5% off  list price on traps 
purchased at the Friendship store. Cannot be 
combined with other discounts. 207-354-2545

Bait     

Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on 
multiple drum purchases (must show current 
MLA card). 603-300-2846

Boat Builders/Repairs

Richard Stanley Custom Boats
Bass Harbor, ME -- $1,000 off final price of 
hull with MLA membership.  207-244-3795

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or 
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB.  207-667-7427

Museums & Entertainment

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members. 

Mount Desert Oceanarium 
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial 

.

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA 
members.

Electronic Equipment

Midcoast Marine Electronics 
Rockland, ME -- 10% off  list price on all 
marine electronic products excluding MRP 
products.  207-691-3993

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and ser-
vice. 603-418-0470

Gifts

Sunset, ME -- 10% off  all apparel and promo-
tional product orders.  800-560-6090

Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics 
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock 
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off  hydraulic 
components & Cable Craft cables. 207-767-2136

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLA membership 
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fisherman
Portland, ME -- Special annual subscription 
rate for members. Contact the MLA for more 
info 207-967-4555

Propellers

Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc 
Dover, NH -- 10% off  propeller repair & new 
shafts. New propeller discounts vary. 
603-617-3626

New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine 
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales & 
repairs. 508-746-8804

Financial & Investment

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation 
and review of  previous tax returns.
207-622-3772

Legal Services

Nicholas H Walsh PA, Maritime Law
Portland, ME -- 20% off  legal services 
207-772-2191

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services 
Windham, ME -- $250 off  new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off  liferaft repack with 
proof  of  MLA membership. CAN be 
combined with other promotions.  207-
363-0220

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG 
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest 
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to 

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off  picked lobster 
meat. 207-963-5857

DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off  of  purchases. 
207-363-1150

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep 
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of  oil changes 
(total of  12) for all vehicles, cars and 
trucks, when you purchase a new or used 
vehicle. 207-563-5959

Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off  list price on traps. Must 
show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Lobster & SeafoodAtlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for 
MLA members.  207-633-2300

Alliance Rubber
Hot Springs, AR -- 10% off  custom printed 
lobster bands. www.rubberband.com

Fuel   

Chiropractic           

Slocum Chiropractic: a Maine Vitality Center
Brunswick, ME-- $25 inital visit and nervous 
system scan. Value $125. 207-725-4222

Cross Insurance Center 
Portland, ME -- Member-only discounts for 
select shows, Call the MLA for more info

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller 
reconditioning.  207-667-1119

Show your MLA card and save!

Chase Leavitt Co.
Portland, Ellsworth -- %5 off  service fee 
for liferaft repack OR $50 off new liferaft 
purchase w/ MLA card or current Maine 
CF card www.chaseleavitt.com

Get Maine Lobster.com
Portland, ME -- 55% off  any retail priced item. 
Not valid on specials or already discounted items. 
Contact MLA for discount code 207-967-4555

Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and 
get a free Bullet Liner. Must shoe MLA card 
877-861-0070

Vessel Insurance

Winterport Boot Shop
Brewer, ME -- 10% discount on all Muck, 

non-safety toe boots.  Show MLA card or 
order online with discount code available 
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your best season ever!

8

your

Nominee Information

Nominator Information

Nomination Requirements



January 2018 |  LANDINGS  |  Page 13
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Premium Adult Universal 
Immersion Suit

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

USCG APPROVED

Hi-vis yellow accents. Remov-
able head pillow. Articulated 
arms for easier donning, with 
buddy line and whistle.

                        In-Sight Automatic/Manual 

Reg 149.99

Type V with Type II Performance. Heavy-
duty nylon shell with neoprene comfort 

In-Sight window shows armed status. 

Orange
Order#  752862

Red
Order#  761645

HML-BASKET-PAS
Order#  118243

Plastic with 
handles and 
holes for drain-
ing. 1 bushel 
capacity.

Extra Buoyant! Full 35 lbs. buoyancy!

coating, UV/Weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, 
easy soap and water cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow, 
Green, Blue, Black or White. 

SCAN THIS 
QR CODE

See just how tough our buoy paint is!
Or watch on our website or Facebook page.

Reg 2.99
HMP-SUPHAUL-12  
Order# 118575

3/8" Superhaul 

While Supplies Last!

SAVE!LIMITED QUANTITIES!

Adult Universal Cold 

RVS-1409A  
Order# 743829

USCG APPROVED

Wide legs for quick donning, 
whistle and storage bag.

High performing 
merino wool, polyester 
hollow core and span-
dex blend to keep you 
warm. Sizes S-3XL.

$4499
Shirt or Pants

Grundies Long Underwear

each
$1999

$250 LB

$1499 QT
$4999 GAL

SAVE
$50

$9999

$24999

$25999

FREE HEAT From Your Engine’s 
Closed Cooling System!

Search# MH-

Flush mount or ducted. 
28,000 to 40,000 BTUs.

$34999
Cat II Manual
Order# 731676

$46999
Cat I Auto
Order# 731678

406 MHz. Completely waterproof. 
6 Year Non-Haz Mat battery. 6 Year 
warranty. Stainless steel antenna. 
USCG/GMDSS Approved.  

6 Year 

Reg 819.99
FMN-2433-0002
Order# 754527

15" x 24"

Reg 1399.99
FMN-2424-0002
Order# 754529

24" x 24"

Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches
Flush, watertight, rugged and low maintenance.

$64999 $114999

Rugged stainless 
steel. Runs on die-
sel oil or kerosene. 
Reliable, efficient, 
and safe heat. 

Marine Oil Stoves

SAVE
$170

SAVE
$250

Provides superior light 
with ultra low power 
consumption. High purity 
aluminum housings.
Search# RIL-

FROM
$11399

Electric Rope Cutting Guns

PUR-15463
Order# 127675

PUR-15463HD
Order# 735613

$2697

$3619

Tread Plate Access Hatch
Covers are igh quality 5 bar, marine grade, 
anodized aluminum tread plate. 
Frames are heavy 12-gauge 
316 stainless steel. Cover 
wrench sold separately.
Starting At

$52399 Search# 

BAIT

FRESH
207.594 . 0405

FROZEN
207.542 .1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

HERRING
FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

REDFISH
FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

POGIES
FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

ROCKFISH
FROZEN IN BOXES

Many thanks 
to these fine businesses, 

the MLA’s Keeper members!

Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc.
Beals Lobster Pier
Bell Power Systems Inc.
Bowdoin College Dining 
Services
Buoysticks.com  
Chapman & Chapman
Coastal Documentation
Conary Cove Lobster Co.
Cousins Maine Lobster
Cushing Diesel, LLC
Damariscotta Bank & 
Trust Co.
Farrin’s Boatshop
Finestkind Scenic Cruises
First National Bank
Friendship Lobster Treats
Friends of Frenchman Bay
F W Thurston Co. Inc.
Georgetown Fishermen’s 
Co-op
Gulf of Maine Lobster 
Foundation
Guy Cotten, Inc.
Inland Seafood
Interstate Lobster Co.
Island Fishing Gear & 
Auto Parts

Island Fishermen’s Wives
Island Seafood LLC
John’s Bay Boat Co.
Jonesport Shipyard
Journey’s End Marina
Kazprzak Insurance
Kips Seafood Co.
Klenda Seafood
LobstahBox
Lobster Trap Inc.
Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
Maine Center for Coastal 
Fisheries
Maine Financial Group
Maine Lobstermen’s Com-
munity Alliance
Maine Port Authority
Maine Sea Grant
Marine Hydraulic Engi-
neering Co. Inc.
McMillan Offshore Sur-
vival Training
Midcoast Marine Supply
Mount Desert Oceanarium
New England Marine & 
Industrial Inc.
Nicholas H. Walsh, PA

Northeast Marine 
Survey Inc.
Novatec Braids LTD
O’Hara Corp.
Penobscot Bay & River 
Pilots Assn.
Pete’s Marine Electronics
Polyform US
Port Clyde Fishermen’s 
Co-op
Port Lobster Co.
Richard Stanley 
Custom Boats
Riverdale Mills
Seaview Lobster Co.
South Bristol Fishermen’s 
Cooperative
Superior Bait and Salt
Superior Marine Products 
Inc.
Tenants Harbor Fishermen’s 
Cooperative
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s 
Coop

Williams CPA Group LLC
Winterport Boot Shop
Worcesters Lobster Bait
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MAKE IT MAINE,  
MAKE IT NEW SHELL 

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine twitter.com/lobsterfromme  instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine

As 2018 begins, the MLMC is taking a step back to look at the past four years. We started from the ground up and have already accomplished 
so much: building a team, developing a strategy, retaining an agency and educating thousands of journalists, chefs and consumers on Maine 
Lobster and our incredible story. Throughout this process, our number one priority was to create demand for Maine Lobster. 

To do so, the MLMC implemented a wide range of tactics, including: 

• Created a new website and social channels

• Curated a library of photo and video content

• Engaged key food and industry media and influencers to share our story

• Established an official National Lobster Day with the U.S. Senate

• Introduced Maine New Shell Lobster to key audiences

• Produced educational documents and resources for fishermen, dealers, processors and chefs

• Translated educational resources for dealers and processors to share with their customers in foreign markets

The results are astounding. We’ve accomplished the following: 

• Secured over 3.2 billion impressions about Maine Lobster through media outreach (for context, the average Super Bowl commercial 
garners 112 million impressions). 

• Reached 25 million social media users

• Drove 2.5 million visitors to our website

• Reached more than 3,000 chefs, creating believers in our product and impacting tens of thousands of kitchens 

Overall, we’re excited to move onward and upward to continue reaching towards our main goal: getting Maine Lobster into the hands,  
minds and stomachs of consumers nationwide. 

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative: A look back
Reflecting on the MLMC’s work through the past four years 

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,
MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience. 

•  More engine choices.

•  More fully equipped and staffed locations.

•  More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

•  More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.

Contact:   
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac

C18 CAT
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ACCOUNTANTS 

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344    
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of 
previous tax returns.

AUTOMOTIVE 

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when 
you purchase a new or used vehicle. 

Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700    
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free 
Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS 

Bessy Bait LLC
155  Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849 
info@bessybait.com    
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple 
drum purchases (must show current 
MLA card).

Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014   
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com

CBS  Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101    
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631     
207-853-3137

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204 
609-898-5143     
wreichle@lundsfi sh.com
www.lundsfi sh.com

New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626      nefco@mac.com
www.raberfi sheries.com

Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276 
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565   
207-389-9155        
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT 
REPAIR 

SW Boatworks  
358 Douglas Highway 
Lamoine, ME  04605       
207-667-7427 
swboatworks@gmail.com 
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38 
and 44 Calvin Beal.

EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530     207-443-1316      
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

ELECTRONICS

Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St. 
Rockland, ME 04841     
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off  list price on all marine electronic 
products

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909        207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off  purchases for MLA members

FINANCIAL & 
INVESTMENT 

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210    
800-831-4230     
www.farmcrediteast.com

Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654    
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com

FISHING, MARINE AND 
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Alliance Rubber Company
201 Carpenter Dam Rd
Hot Springs, AR  71913
jsammons@alliance-rubber.com
www.rubberband.com
10% off  custom printed lobster bands

Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial 
fi shermen

North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470    
djones@glpower.com
10% off  on parts and service

GIFTS 

Maine Camp Outfi tters
300 Sunset Rd 
Sunset, ME  04683   
800-560-6090 
andy@maine-camp.com 
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off  apparel and promotional 
product orders.

HYDRAULICS 

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832 
Seabrook, NH 03874      
603-474-1914      
sales@coastalhyd.com 
10% discount on all in-stock items for 
MLA members.

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106   
207-767-2136      
 info@ hewsco.com
10% off  hydraulic components & 
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Maine Lobster Marketing 
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101       
207-541-9310    
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

INSURANCE 

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance 
366 US Route 1 
Falmouth , ME  04105 
207-781-5553/800-370-1883 
scott@smithwick-ins.com 
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA 
members. Additional 5% discount 
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing 
Vessel Drill Conductor course within 
the last 5 years.

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey 
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654    
207-949-2034 
mhennessey@varneyagency.com

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL  

Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538    
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members

Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC 
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101     
207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com

Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077  Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605     
207-667-2250     
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Channel Fish Co. 
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128    
617-569-3200      
paula@channelfi shco.com
www.channelfi shco.com

Chicken of the Sea Frozen Foods
20 Ladd St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801   
603-433-2220      
adaughan@cosff .com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646     
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640    
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com

GetMaineLobster.com
Mark Murrell
315 Fore St.
Portland, ME 04101
866-562-4817
info@getmainelobster.com
www.getmainelobster.com
55% discount on any retail item, not 
valid on specials or already discount-
ed items. Contact MLA for discount 
code.

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH  03801      
 603-431-3170   
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street, Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211    
212-387-8487   
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME  03909  
207-363-0876

Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904     
207-229-0335

Quoddy Bay Lobster, Inc.
Shelly Griffi  n
7 Sea St
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-6640

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357     
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op 
275 Island Rd.
S. Th omaston,  ME  04858    
207-594-8029      
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681  
 207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116 
Swans Island, ME 04685    
207-526-4327     
sicoop@tds.net
 
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s 
Coop 
23 Pedleton Rd. 
Winter Harbor, ME  04693     
207-963-5857  
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off  fresh picked lobster meat.

MARINE ENGINES

Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com

MEDICAL

Slocum Chiropractic
Dr. Tim Coffi  n
26 Bath Rd
Brunswick, ME  04011       
207-725-4222    
drtimcoffi  n@gmail.com 
www.slocumchiro.com
$25 initail consult & nervous system 
scan ($150 value)

PROPELLERS

Accutech Marine Propellers Inc. 
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820     
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off  propeller repair & new shafts. 
New propeller discounts vary.

Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605   
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning

New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360    
508-747-6666    
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, 
shafting, and related items, sales and 
repairs.

REFRIGERATION SERVICES 

Applied Refrigeration Services 
7C Commons Ave. 
Windham, ME 04062       
207-893-0145 
info@appliedrefrigeration.com 
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off  new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy’s Inc.  
PO Box 837, Ogunquit, ME  03907       
207-646-5575       
billy@barnbilly.com     
www.barnbilly.com

Th e Clam Shack  
PO Box 6200 
Kennebunkport, ME  04046 
207-967-3321  
steve@theclamshack.net  
www.theclamshack.net

SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT

Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010 
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605 
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off  liftraft repack, $50 off  new 
liferaft purchase at both locations.

Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive 
York, ME 03909      
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off  liferaft repack with proof of 
MLA membership. Discount can be 
combined with other promotions.
 
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK 
SUPPLIES 

Brooks Trap Mill  
211 Beechwood St 
Th omaston, ME  04861     
207-354-8763 
stephen@brookstrapmill.com 
www.brookstrapmill.com 

Friendship Trap Company  
570 Cushing Rd. 
Friendship, ME 04547 
207-354-2545/800-451-1200 
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com 
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off  list price on traps purchased at 
Friendship store. Cannot be added to 
other discounts.

Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106    
207-730-5531 
searosetrap@gmail.com  
www.searosetrap.com
5% off  list price on traps to MLA 
members 

MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses! 
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New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Lobster Bands
We carry:

Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard

Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens

Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex

Polyform US
Polyform Norway

Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait

Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases

“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Boots:
Guy Cotton

Xtratuff
Muck Boots

Servus
Grundens

Th ere have been just fi ve presidents in the MLA’s 64-year history. Les Dyer led 

the eff ort to free lobstermen from the stranglehold in which large lobster dealers 

held them in the mid-1950s. Th e MLA’s publication “Th e First 50 Years” quoted 

Dyer as saying about that time, “Th e main thing was to convince these lobster-

men that our industry was run by the monopoly of a half-dozen big dealers. Th e 

largest lobster company was Consolidated Lobster in Boston. Th ey could actu-

ally control the price just by making a telephone call. A little independent [ fi sh-

erman] might try to buck the system, but he couldn’t do it.” In addition, Dyer 

made sure that the MLA addressed other things of importance to its members. 

He arranged discounts at marine supply stores, negotiated with a marine insur-

ance company for a reduced hull insurance rate for members’ boats, and even set 

up a Fishermen’s Loan Corporation to provide low-interest loans to lobstermen. 

Beals Island lobsterman Ossie Beal took the helm from Dyer in 1967. Beal was 

a determined man, one not to be thwarted when he put his mind and the clout 

of the MLA to something. In 1970 that something was an oil refi nery proposed 

for Machiasport and a desulphurization plant in Penobscot Bay. Beal went to 

Washington, D.C. to speak against the proposals before a Senate committee 

headed by Sen. Edmund Muskie. “Th e association, the fi shermen, are 100 per-

cent against oil on the coast. Th is is our livelihood and we have a lot of money 

tied up in it. To have an oil company come in and oil refi neries and unloading 

docks or whatever else they might have — we know there’ll be oil spills because 

human nature is that we all make mistakes one way or another.” Sen. Muskie 

eventually withdrew his support for the proposals. No similar projects have 

been proposed for the area since that time. 

Under Beal’s leadership, the MLA came out fi rmly against allowing trawlers to 

catch or land lobsters in Maine. In 1967 the Legislature passed a law prohibit-

ing the practice, a law that Beal had put the association’s time into to ensure 

successful passage. Th e MLA expanded its off erings to members during Beal’s 

leadership, providing a group life and health insurance plan. Th roughout his 

life, Beal argued eloquently in favor of membership in the MLA by all lobster-

men. “I can’t see any reason for not joining the association. Th e only thing I can 

say is the lobster fi shermen are real independent. Th ey think they are anyway. 

But they lose their independence the day they start lobster fi shing,” he said. 

Edward Blackmore stepped into Beal’s shoes in 1974. A lobsterman from 

Stonington, during his fi rst years as president Blackmore found himself and 

the MLA battling the IRS. Maine lobstermen were being audited by the IRS in 

an ongoing examination of the industry. Being audited was bad enough but 

lobstermen also learned that the IRS considered all sternmen to be employees; 

they would have to pay Social Security taxes on their sternman’s wages and 

faced penalties for not having done so in the past. Blackmore quickly organized 

lobstermen from throughout the coast to petition Maine’s Congressional del-

egation for relief. Sen. Edmund Muskie eventually drafted the Tax Reform Act 

of 1976 which made clear that small commercial fi shing vessel owners were ex-

empt from Social Security and federal withholding requirements for their crew. 

Blackmore continued to fi ght for benefi ts for lobstermen, such as creating a 

state sales tax exemption on fi shing equipment, including new and used boats. 

“Nowadays it’s hard for young fi shermen to understand that these benefi ts 

haven’t always existed. But they didn’t just fall out of the heavens. We had to 

fi ght for them every step of the way,” Blackmore said in a 2004 interview. 

When the New England Fishery Management Council started work on its fi rst 

lobster management plan in the 1980s, Blackmore stepped forward to make 

sure Maine lobstermen’s concerns were heard. He was appointed in 1981 to 

the Council, which he later called “the most aggravating time I’ve ever spent.” 

He lobbied hard to make Maine’s V-notch practice a core component of the 

management plan and began the MLA’s annual V-notch survey to record its 

conservation value. He fought to delay any increases in the gauge size, eff orts 

that successfuly froze the gauge size at 3-¼ inches in 1994. 

In 1991, David Cousens became president of the MLA. Since then the issues the or-

ganization has tackled has increased by leaps and bounds. A full list is impossible 

to print in this space. Cousens and Pat White, the MLA’s fi rst executive director, 

organized a sweeping response to the Council’s planned lobster gauge increases 

which led to the eventual transfer of lobster management authority in 1996 from 

the Council to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. He worked with 

Sen. Olympia Snowe to put in place the 100-per-day/500-per-trip limit on dragged 

lobsters and ensured that dragged lobsters could not be landed in Maine. 

After battling with federal agencies about lobster management, the MLA next 

had to face new regulations concerning whale entanglement in fi shing gear. 

Th e National Marine Fisheries Service drafted the Atlantic Large Whale Take 

Reduction Plan in 1997 which instituted regulations designed to keep whales 

from becoming ensnared in lobster gear. Cousens and other MLA board mem-

bers spent countless hours since then making sure that regulators understand 

fully the impact such rules have on lobstermen. 

Th e complexity of the issues facing Maine’s lobstermen has steadily increased 

since the days of Les Dyer and Ossie Beal. Th e MLA will transition to new lead-

ership this year, yet its commitment to the men and women of Maine’s lobster 

fi shery remains the same. Next month Landings will profi le the new faces at 

the helm.  

Transition continued from page 1

New England Propeller

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and

Types of Propellers

Top 10 Distributor
for

Michigan Wheel

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Hale MRI 
3D Computerized

Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing

• Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
• Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
• Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
• Aluminum & Stainless Outboard

& I.O. Propellers

• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.

• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Shafting

Drive 
Savers

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —

Stuffing Boxes

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Check out our shipping rates!!!  2 Days to Alaska.  Overnight to Maine!!!



January 2018 |  LANDINGS  |  Page 17

By Bridget Th ornton

Th e new year is upon us and health insurance open enrollment is behind us. 

Th at means that if you did not enroll in a plan for 2018, you can now only do so 

if you qualify for a special enrollment period. You may be eligible to sign up for 

health insurance through a special enrollment period if you have a “qualifying 

life event.” Th is refers to a change in your situation, like getting married, having 

a baby, or losing health coverage through your job. If you have a qualifying life 

event, you can enroll in a Marketplace plan outside the yearly Open Enrollment 

Period.

What is a qualifying life event? Let’s look at a few real-life examples. 

Sarah is having a baby: does she qualify for a special enrollment period?

Yes! If Sarah is already enrolled in a Marketplace plan, she should “report a life 

change” on her 2018 application and add her new baby to the plan. If Sarah 

does NOT have a Marketplace health insurance plan, she is eligible to enroll the 

day the baby is born; there is a 60-day window after birth to enroll in a plan. She 

can also change to a diff erent plan if she would like to. 

Katie recently lost her job and is no longer eligible for her employer’s health 

plan. Her plan also covered her husband and their two children. Are they eligi-

ble for a special enrollment period? 

Yes! Because Katie lost her job through which she had health insurance for her-

self and her family, they can all apply for a plan in the Marketplace. Katie has 60 

days before her health insurance ends and 60 days after she loses her coverage 

to enroll in a plan. Coverage would start the fi rst day of the month following 

enrollment. 

Cameron is turning 26 in May and has health coverage through his parent’s 

job. Under the Aff ordable Care Act, once he turns 26, he will no longer be able 

to stay on his parent’s plan. Does he qualify for a special enrollment period? 

Yes! Cameron can apply for health coverage through the Marketplace. His spe-

cial enrollment period starts 60 days before he loses coverage (the company 

should send the parent a letter telling him or her when his coverage would 

end) and ends 60 days after. If Cameron enrolls before he loses coverage, the 

new Marketplace plan would start the fi rst day of the month after his cover-

age ends. If he enrolls after losing cover-

age, the new plan would start the fi rst 

day of the month after he picks a plan. 

If Cameron’s parents had a plan through 

the Marketplace and he was insured 

through their family plan, he would 

be eligible to stay on this plan through 

December 31, 2018, even if he turned 26 

mid-year. 

Here are a few more examples of qualify-

ing life events:

• Changes in residence, like moving to 

a new zip code or state. (You need to 

prove that you had health insurance 

for one or more days during the 60 

days before your move.)

• Changes that make a person no 

longer eligible for Medicaid or 

the Children’s Health Insurance 

Program (CHIP). Th ese are state-run 

programs and you qualify based on 

income. 

• Gaining membership in a federal-

ly-recognized tribe or status as an 

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 

(ANCSA) Corporation shareholder.

• Becoming a U.S. citizen.

• Leaving incarceration.

• AmeriCorps VISTA members starting or ending their service.

Th ere are also  other qualifying life events that can make you eligible for a spe-

cial enrollment period. You can fi nd these at healthcare.gov or you can call the 

MLA offi  ce at 967-4555 and ask to speak with a health insurance Navigator.

by MLA staff 

On January 10, in Scarborough, and January 11, in Ellsworth, the Atlantic States 

Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) will hold public hearings on proposed 

reporting requirements for lobster and Jonah crab. Th e Commission is con-

cerned that current harvester reporting requirements do not provide the level 

of information needed to respond to management issues. Th e New England 

lobster fi shery has steadily moved its operations off shore. At the same time, the 

Jonah crab fi shery primarily occurs in off shore federal waters. Th e majority of 

biological sampling, however, occurs in inshore waters.

Th e goals of the new addenda are to use the latest technology to improve re-

porting; collect more data on fi shing eff ort; increase the spatial resolution of 

harvester reporting; and move more biological data collection off shore. Lack of 

actual data from fi shermen is a key issue.  Maine accounts for more than 80% 

of the lobster harvest but only 10% of lobstermen report in. In addition, federal 

permit holders fi shing only for lobster are not required to report through Vessel 

Trip Reports (VTRs). Much of the survey data on lobsters and Jonah crab that 

does come in is drawn from within 12 miles of the coast. Th e two plan addenda 

call for a targeted lobster sampling program in federal waters and increased 

use of electronic tracking software such as eTrips.

LOBSTER, JONAH CRAB PLAN 
PUBLIC HEARINGS IN JANUARY

Bridget Th ornton is the MLA’s 

health insurance Navigator. 

MLA photo. 

“WHAT HAPPENS IF.....?”   SPECIAL HEALTH INSURANCE 
ENROLLMENTS AVAILABLE FOR LIFE CHANGES

We have what you need!

Call 207-389-9155 or
Jennie’s cell: 207-841-1454

Email jenniebplb@yahoo.com

since 1996
MARKFLEMINGPHOTO..COM  
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PEOPLE OF THE COAST:   15-year-old Beatrice Amuso, Islesford

By Melissa Waterman

Some years ago, Beatrice Amuso was sitting 

at the kitchen table with her father, Jim, an 

Islesford lobsterman, and her younger brother, 

Xander. Her brother asked to go fi shing with 

their father and was told no, he would have to 

wait until he was older. Beatrice said, “What 

about me?” Jim replied that she wouldn’t like it 

but that he would take her out so that she could 

see for herself. And so his 9-year-old daughter 

was introduced to the sea. 

Today, at age 15, Amuso spends her summer 

months working as a sternman for Stephanie 

Alley, another Islesford lobsterman, and her 

school year in Northeast Harbor attending Mt. 

Desert High School, where she is a freshman. 

She started learning the lobstering trade six years ago with her father, who 

taught her to haul by hand. “It was hard hauling at fi rst. Th e traps were heavier 

than I was,” Amuso said. Alley took her on soon 

after and Amuso has stayed with her ever since. 

“It was a lot to learn all at once,” Amuso admits, 

“but it’s also lots of fun. It’s a diff erent feeling on 

the water, it’s so amazing.”

Alley taught her how to bait bags and more 

importantly, how to stay safe on board, how to 

avoid becoming tangled in ropes or snagged 

in the hauler. “I didn’t expect her to work full-

time. Each year that went by she could do more 

and more things. And she got very fast too!” 

Alley said. 

Living on an island, Amuso was surrounded by 

people who made their living on the water. “I 

loved growing up on Islesford. And lobstering 

made it all the better,” she said. One element of 

lobstering that drew her attention was the array of creatures that turned up in 

Alley’s traps. Sea cucumbers, green urchins, juvenile fi sh – Amuso still watches 

with excitement to see what come up in the trap with the lobsters. “I am inter-

ested in marine animals and might study them when I go to college,” she said. 

“I’ve thought about getting my own boat too.” Amuso is halfway through accru-

ing the 1,000 hours required to gain her commercial license. 

Working on Alley’s boat has had other benefi ts as well. “I can do as much work 

as a man,” Amuso said proudly. She enjoys horseback riding and competes in 

track and fi eld. Last year she was ranked 11th in the state in the discus throw, 

hurling a 1.6-kilo metal disk close to 55 feet. “She’s become very confi dent,” 

Alley said. “And she remembers where my traps are better than I do.”

Th e camaraderie between the captain and her young sternman is readily ap-

parent. “Beatrice has added a lot to my life and perspective. It’s more meaning-

ful and I’m getting more out of lobstering to have her on the boat,” Alley said. 

“Stephanie has taught me a lot about fi shing. We’re always watching out for 

each other,” Amuso said. “She’s taught me that lobstering isn’t just about the 

money, it’s about the experience. And that women can do anything.”

Beatrice Amuso is featured in the new Luke’s Lobster calendar, Lobster Ladies: 

Women of the Lobster Industry .

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE 
• CHROME

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on 
the internet: marin hyd

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721  

Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity

• Sealed tapered 
roller bearings
• Aluminum  Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable

• This unit will power 10” 
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and 
other small boats
• Log Splitter

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE 
PUMP 
$544.70

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

Beatrice Amuso of Islesford at sea with her brother 

Xander. M. Amuso photo.

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

What Fishermen
Read

Monthly, 17,000 readers
from Eastport, Maine to
Cape Cod find the news

of their industry.

Independent Journalism
ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

NEW ENGLAND’S
MOST READ

More Industry News
More Writers

More Photos
INFORMATION FOR

MAKING INTELLIGENT
DECISIONS

207-963-7195
www.FishermensVoice.com

SUPERIOR BLOCK
(Superior Marine Products, Inc.)

announces 
the updated edition of its 
ALL-STAINLESS BLOCKS

in 4” and 5” sizes

VIRTUALLY UNBREAKABLE
Made in-house from 3/8 S/S Plate, 
with our S/S Sheave (Alum or Ultra 

High-Molly upon request).

Ask at your favorite marine 
supply store, or RETAIL with PayPal 

by calling 
207-655-4492, or through 
superior@fairpoint.net.

Superior Blocks, for the 
LONG HAUL
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Last First off ense_city off ense_date statute Descrip� on/comment disp_date court_
disp

Open_
Closed Fine Admin Suspension

ABBOTT VINCENT 
ANDREW

Mount Desert 6-Jul-17 12-6421.1.F NONCOMM LOBSTER AND CRAB FISHING W/OUT 
LICENSE

OPEN

AMES MICHAEL H  St George 27-Apr-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 75.02 Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 12-Jun-17 GUIL CLOS $250

ANDERSON DOUGLAS Port Clyde 7-Jan-17 12-6434 MOLESTING LOBSTER GEAR 10-Apr-17 ADJU CLOS $500.00 yes-3/30/17-3/29/2020

BARIBEAU ROBERT S North Haven 31-Jul-17 12-6434 Moles� ng Lobster Fishing Gear 26-Oct-17 ADJU CLOS $500

BARIBEAU SCOT R North Haven 28-Jul-17 12-6434 Moles� ng lobster fi shing gear yes-10/11/2017-
10/11/2019

BATSON ADRIAN L Addison 24-Aug-17 12-6431.1 Possession of 4 short lobsters OPEN

BEAL ABRAHAM Beals 13-Jan-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 FISHING 18 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS 9-Apr-17 ADJU CLOS 1100.00

BEAL MICHAEL P Cushing 18-Jul-17 12-6421.1.C No Class III lobster and crab fi shing license 11-Sep-17 ADJU CLOS $500

BEAL SPENCER B Addison 4-Aug-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

OPEN

BENNER DEXTER J New Harbor 22-May-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 24 untagged lobster traps 17-Aug-17 ADJU CLOS $1000

BLASIUSL RANDALL Friendship 16-Jan-17 12-6421(1)(B) No class II lobster license 1-Apr-17 ADJU $ 500.00

BREWER EARL Boothbay Harbor 18-Feb-17 12-6421(1)(A) Fishing for lobster without a valid 2017 lobster/
crab license

25-Jun-17 ADJU $ 250.00

BREWER MAYNARD Boothbay 15-Apr-17 12-6431 Selling 47 short lobsters 23-Oct-17 Dismissed

BROCHU JEREMY A Islesboro 24-Nov-17 12-6421.1.A Lobster Fishing without a Class I License

CATES ROBERT Cutler 6-Sep-17 12-6436.1.A Possessed 3 Egg-bearing lobsters 7-Nov-17 GUIL CLOS 1940.00

CATES STEPHEN C Cutler 13-Jul-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF ONE OVERSIZED LOBSTER 5-Sep-17 GUIL CLOS 740.00

CLEMENTS SHAWN P Southwest Hbr 22-May-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING 49 SHORT LOBSTERS 8-Aug-17 GUIL CLOS 11780.00 yes-12/1/2017-
6/30/2018

COLWELL CHARLES H corea 28-Nov-17 12-6436.1.B summonsed for poss. of (2) mu� lated/ v-notched 
lobsters

COOKSON ANTHONY Robbinston 24-Sep-17 12-6431.1 possession of 3 short lobsters 5-Nov-17 GUIL CLOS 800.00

COOKSON ANTHONY Robbinston 14-Oct-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

OPEN

COUSINS TYLER W Stonington 1-Oct-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

OPEN

DAVENPORT JAMES W Cushing 23-Oct-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 Fishing ten untagged lobster traps. OPEN

DAVIES RICHARD J Bar Harbor 5-May-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS 30-Jun-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

DAVIS SHAWN G Vinalhaen 20-Feb-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE OF 3 LOBSTER TRAPS OVER 30 DAYS OPEN

DOUGHTY TRAVIS M Cushing 18-Jul-17 12-6431-G.1 Vessel Opera� on 11-Sep-17 GUIL CLOS $500.00

EAGER CHRISTOPHER T 12-25-6174 FISHING 60 UNTAGGED TRAPS yes-4/14/2017-
4/13/2018

EMERSON JONATHAN Brooksville 24-May-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER OVER 30 DAYS 8-Aug-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

FELD ZACHARIAH South Thomaston 28-Feb-17 12-75-6174 Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 10-Apr-17 Default $ 500.00

FELTNER WILLIAM J, JR Lubec 14-Apr-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 75.02 PROTECTED RESOURCES - TRAP POT FISHERIES OPEN

FELTNER WILLIAM  J, JR Lubec 14-Apr-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS 22-Aug-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

FINK ETHAN K New Harbor 22-May-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 Fishing fi ve untagged lobster traps 17-Aug-17 ADJU CLOS $875

FINK ETHAN K Bristol 3-Jul-17 12-6438-A.1 ARTIFICIALLY REMOVING EGGS FROM 3 LOBSTERS OPEN pending LOS hearing-
permanent

FINK ETHAN K Bristol 3-Jul-17 12-6432.4 NO BUOY DISPLAY OPEN

FYFE-BENOIT RICHARD Owls Head 26-Jul-17 12-6434 Moles� ng Lobster Gear OPEN yes-9/10/2017-
9/9/2018

FYFE-BENOIT RICHARD Rockland 27-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 10 Untagged second zone lobster traps OPEN

GANSON GEORGE JR Friendship 24-Aug-17 12-6421.1.B Lobster Fishing Without Class 2 Lobster Fishing 
License

OPEN

GENTHNER RODNEY R, II Friendship 12-Nov-17 12-6421.1.C Exceeding class II lobster license restric� ons

GENTHNER RODNEY Friendship 21-Feb-17 12-6421(1)(B) Class II lobster fi shing without a 2017 license 8-May-17 Default $ 500.00

GEYER NICHOLAS J Bristol 11-Dec-17 12-6436.1.B TAKE, TRANSPORT, SELL, POSSESS V-NOTCHED 
LOBSTER

GIGER CHARLES K Addison 12-Jun-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF 5 SHORT LOBSTERS 8-Aug-17 GUIL CLOS 1220.00

GODIN KYLE Spruce Head 28-Feb-17 12 Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 10-Apr-17 ADJU $ 250.00

GRANT STEVEN L Yarmouth 12-Oct-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25 VIOLATION OF REGULATION - CHAPTER 25 - 
LOBSTER

GRAYBILL WARREN D Portland 5-Jun-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 FISHING 12 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS 8-Aug-17 ADJU CLOS $100

GRIFFIN MICHAEL W Eastport 30-Jun-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25 HAULING FROM VESSEL THAT TAGS ARE NOT 
REGISTERED TO

27-Oct-17 Dismissed CLOS

GRIFFIN MICHAEL W 25-6174 LOBSTER TRAP TAG SYSTEM yes-10/11/2017-
10/11/2018

HAASS WILLIAM F Bar Harbor 12-Sep-17 12-6431-F.4 Exceeding Zone B Trap Boat Limit OPEN pending LOS hearing- 
12/5/2017-12/4/2022

HAASS WILLIAM F Bar Harbor 12-Sep-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.04 Hancock County Trawl Limit Viola� on OPEN

HAASS WILLIAM F Bar Harbor 12-Sep-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 44 Untagged Lobster Traps OPEN

DMR 2017 LOBSTER VIOLATIONS, DISPOSITIONS, AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUSPENSIONS
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HARDIE JAMES E Stonington 30-Nov-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

HARDY ROBERT M STONINGTON 20-Jan-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF 11 SHORT LOBSTERS 13-Apr-17 GUIL CLOS 2200.00

HARMON RANDY J Roque Bluff s 9-Aug-17 12-6421.1.A CLASS 1 LOBSTER FISHING WITHOUT A LICENSE 3-Nov-17 ADJU CLOS 180.00

HAYES THOMAS P Ki� ery 28-Jul-17 12-6436.1.A POSSESION OF 1 EGG BEARING LOBSTER 6-Nov-17 GUIL CLOS $1200

HAYS KEVIN Bailey island 23-Apr-17 12-6421(1)(A) Fishing for lobster without a valid 2017 license 25-Jul-17 Default $ 500.00

HEANSSLER CALEB A Corea 16-Jun-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS OPEN

HEANSSLER TYLER Frenchboro 6-Aug-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.04 FISHING > 3 TRAP TRAWLS IN HANCOCK COUNTY 
ZONE

3-Oct-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

HILDINGS LOWELL K Vinalhaven 27-Apr-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 19-Jun-17 GUIL CLOS $250

HOLMES JEREMY Winter Harbor 10-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25 15 UNTAGGED TRAPS 5-Sep-17 ADJU CLOS 1150.00

HUCKINS RAYMOND L Lubec 18-Nov-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

HUFSEY DUSTIN Vinalhaven 16-May-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 Three untagged lobster traps aboard vessel 26-Jun-17 ADJU CLOS $400

HUPPER WHITNEY L Port Clyde 7-Jun-17 12-6431.1 3 short lobsters OPEN

JACOBS RALPH L SR Milbridge 27-Sep-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF 4 SHORT LOBSTERS 1-Nov-17 GUIL CLOS 900.00

JENKINS JACOB E Blue Hill 2-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 Fishing 12 Untagged Lobster/Crab Traps 5-Sep-17 ADJU CLOS 850.00

JOHNSON KITTREDGE A Winter Harbor 19-Feb-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF ONE SHORT LOBSTER 6-Jun-17 GUIL CLOS $600

JOHNSON KITTRIDGE A WINTER HARBOR 19-Feb-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF ONE SHORT LOBSTER 6-Jun-17 GUIL CLOS 600.00

JOHNSON LUKAS F Cutler 2-Sep-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

OPEN

JONES CHANNON Lubec 22-Jun-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF 11 SHORT LOBSTERS 2-Aug-17 GUIL CLOS 2200.00

JONES DONALD J Swans Island 23-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.04 EXCEEDING 3 -TRAP TRAWL LIMIT IN HANCOCK 
COUNTY

27-Sep-17 ADJU CLOS 310.00

JONES TOBY G Lubec 3-Nov-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSED 6 SHORT LOBSTERS OPEN

JOUDRIE DOUGLAS L Belfast 25-Nov-17 12-6436.1.A Possession of one egg bearing female lobster

KELLEY BRYAN R Georgetown 5-Aug-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25 VIOLATION OF REGULATION - CHAPTER 25 - 
LOBSTER

KELLEY BRYAN Georgetown 19-Jan-17 12-6431-4 Possession of 3 mu� lated lobsters - unable to get 
accurate measurement

7-Mar-17 Convicted 620.00

KENNEDY COLE W Milbridge 26-Aug-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 20 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS 7-Nov-17 ADJU CLOS 1250.00

KOVACS JAMES D Steuben 18-Aug-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF THREE SHORT LOBSTERS 3-Oct-17 GUIL CLOS 800.00

LASH SAMUEL West Allen Island 22-Feb-17 25-6174 Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 8-May-17 Default 500.00

LEE RANDALL C Friendship 6-Mar-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 FISHING 20 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS OPEN

LYONS AARON R LUBEC 13-Mar-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS 21-Apr-17 ADJU CLOS 310.00

LYONS AARON R Lubec 18-Nov-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

MACOMBER SUSAN M Cas� ne 10-Sep-17 12-6436.1.B TAKE, TRANSPORT, SELL, POSSESS V-NOTCHED 
LOBSTER

OPEN

MALONEY DYLAN W Cushing 10-Mar-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 8-May-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

MALONEY RANDALL S, JR Port Clyde 9-Nov-17 12-6431.1 Possession of twenty six short lobsters.

MARRINER JASON Rockland 18-Jan-17 12-6421.1.A FISH FORLOBSTERS W/OUT 2017 LOBSTER LICENSE OPEN

MARRINER JASON Rockland 2-Jan-17 12-6421.1.A FISH FOR LOBSTERS W/OUT 2017 LOBSTER LICENSE OPEN

MARRINER JASON Rockland 16-Jan-17 12-6421.1.A FISH FOR LOBSTERS W/OUT 2017 LOBSTER LICENSE OPEN

MCCAUL WILBUR D Eastport 28-Sep-17 12-6851-B.1 VIOL LOBSTER PROCESSOR LICENSE OPEN

MOODY JESSE A Jonesboro 19-Apr-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

OPEN

MOREY RYAN D Stonington 17-Aug-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 VIOLATION OF REGULATION - CHAPTER 25.08 - 
UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS

OPEN

MOREY RYAN D Stonington 17-Aug-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE LOBSTER GEAR OPEN

MULLEN RONALD H York 10-Aug-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 FISHING 6 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS OPEN

NAPPI BRENT  N Falmouth 17-May-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

Wet storage of lobster gear - eight traps 27-Jun-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

NEUBIG DAVID Seal Ledges 22-Feb-17 12-75-6174 Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 250.00

NEVELLS MARK STONINGTON 21-Jan-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS 7-Mar-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

NIEUWKERK REINIER W Kennebunk 12-6593 FAILURE TO STAND BY FOR MARINE PATROL 
OFFICER

yes-1/25/2017-
6/15/2017

NORWOOD SCOTT 
WILLIAM

Boothbay Harbor 15-Jul-17 12-6440 CLOSED PERIOD LOBSTER FISHING 13-Nov-17 GUIL CLOS $500

NUTTER BENJAMIN A DEER ISLE 28-Mar-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS 6-Jun-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

OLIVER JONATHAN L Frenchboro 22-Aug-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.04 EXCEEDING HANCOCK COUNTY 3-TRAP TRAWL 
LIMIT - 15 TRAP TRAWL

3-Oct-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

PHIPPEN ALEC Frenchboro 26-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.04 FISHING MORE THAN 3 TRAP TRAWLS IN 
HANCOCK COUNTY ZONE

3-Oct-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

PINKHAM ROBERT 12-6431 LOBSTER MEASUREMENT/OVERSIZED/SHORT yes-2/15/2017-
2/15/2018

PINKHAM VERIL W Jonesport 22-Jul-17 12-6431.1 Possession of 9 short lobsters OPEN

POOLE JAMES H Vinalhaven 15-Nov-17 12-6431.1 Possession of 1 oversized lobster

REDIMARKER JASON D ADDISON 15-Feb-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE OVER 30 DAYS 29-Mar-17 ADJU CLOS 310.00

Last First off ense_city off ense_date statute Descrip� on/comment disp_date court_
disp

Open_
Closed Fine Admin Suspension
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INTERPRETING THE TABLE

Th is list refl ects all of the violations issued by DMR Marine Patrol in 2017, as of December 18, 2017 . If data was available, the table indicates 

the fi nal outcome of the case. 

Th ere were two cases where the violation was dismissed: Maynard Brewer’s violation on April 15 and Michael Griffi  n’s violation on June 30. 

Th is means that the violation was dropped.

Th ere were 14 license suspensions issued. Of these suspensions, one was permanent (pending Length of Suspension hearing), one was for 

fi ve years (pending Length of Suspension hearing), two were for three years, two were for two years, fi ve were for one year and three were six-

month suspensions.  

Disposition date:  when the violation was resolved

Court disposition:  result of the court hearing — Guilty; Adjudicated; Dismissed; Default; or Dismissed

Open/Closed:  whether the violation charge has been resolved

Administrative Suspension:  date upon which the license was suspended and when it will be reinstated.

LOS: Length of Suspension hearing before the DMR Commission

REMKIEWICZ MICHAEL L Ogunquit 18-Nov-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSING LOBSTER BEYOND MINIMUM OR 
MAXIMUM

ROBBINS HOWARD Lubec 14-Apr-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE LOBSTER GEAR OPEN

ROBBINS HOWARD LUBEC 14-Apr-17 12-75-6174 WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS 6-Jun-17 ADJU $ 250.00

ROBBINS JAMES A South Tresco� 19-Apr-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 75.02 WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS 26-May-17 ADJU CLOS $310

ROBBINS JAMES A Lubec 19-Apr-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 
75.02A1b

WET STORAGE LOBSTER GEAR OPEN

ROBBINS JAMES SOUTH TRESCOTT 14-Apr-17 12-75-6174 WET STORAGE OF LOBSTER GEAR OVER 30 DAYS 21-May-17 ADJU $ 310.00

ROBBINS STEPHEN H, III ISLE AU HAUT 18-Feb-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF 6 SHORT LOBSTERS OPEN

ROBBINS STEPHEN H, III ISLE AU HAUT 18-Feb-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25 LOBSTER FISHING WITHOUT LICENSE HOLDER ON 
BOARD VESSEL

4-Apr-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

ROBINSON RICHARD C Swans Island 23-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.04 EXCEEDING 3-TRAP TRAWL LIMIT IN HANCOCK 
COUNTY

3-Oct-17 ADJU CLOS 310.00

RONFELDT ALEXANDER 12-6953-4 DUMPING MARINE ORGANISMS BEFORE 
INSPECTION

yes-10/23/2017-
12/23/2017

ROSS MICHAEL Swans Island 19-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.04 EXCEEDING 3-TRAP LIMIT IN HANCOCK COUNTY 
TRAP TRAWL LIMIT ZONE

3-Oct-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

SCOTT AVERY A Gouldsboro 7-Aug-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF 3 SHORT LOBSTERS OPEN

SCOTT BRIAN J Saint George 13-May-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25 HAULING TRAPS NOT REGISTERED TO VESSEL 26-Jun-17 ADJU CLOS $250

SIMMONS DONALD W, JR Friendship 9-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 Fishing 15 lobster traps in a non declared lobster 
zone-zone C

23-Oct-17 ADJU CLOS $1000

SIMMONS RONALD Friendship 24-Feb-17 12-6421(1)(B) Class II lobster fi shing without a 2017 license 8-May-17 ADJU $ 500.00

SMITH BRIAN Cape Elizabeth 29-Mar-17 12-75-6174 Wet storage of lobster gear greater than 30 days 19-Jun-17 ADJU $ 250.00

SMITH WILLIAM J Swans Island 19-Jul-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.04 Exceeding Hancock Coun� ng 3 Trap Trawl Limit:  
Using 5 and 6 trap trawls.

5-Sep-17 ADJU CLOS 250.00

TARBOX BRIAN S 6431-A(1) EXCEEDING ZONE D TRAP LIMIT yes-2/17/2017-
2/17/2019

TARBOX SAMUEL N 25-6174 LOBSTER TRAP REMOVAL yes- 1/30/2017-
1/30/2018

TAYLOR JARED Cutler 21-Jul-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF 5 SHORT LOBSTERS 5-Sep-17 GUIL CLOS 1000.00

THURSTON FREDERICK L Tremont 7-Jun-17 12-6431.1 7 SHORT LOBSTERS 5-Sep-17 GUIL CLOS 1400.00

TOZIER KEVEN Addison 24-May-17 12-6431.1 POSSESSION OF 18 SHORT LOBSTERS 24-Oct-17 GUIL CLOS 1000.00 yes-1/1/2018-6/1/2018

TYLER KEAVENY E Blue Hill 15-Sep-17 12-6440 HAULING LOBSTER TRAPS DURING A CLOSED 
PERIOD

7-Nov-17 GUIL CLOS 250.00

WAKEMAN WREN Addison 11-Jul-17 12-6436.1.B TAKE, TRANSPORT, SELL, POSSESS V-NOTCHED 
LOBSTER

OPEN

WALKER ROBERT R Rockland 19-Jan-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 POSSESION OF 19 UNTAGGED LOBSTER TRAPS 
ABOARD VESSEL

OPEN

WALKER ROBERT R Rockland 19-Jan-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25 OPEN

WARD GREG Ki� ery 2-Jan-17 12-6431 Possession of one oversized lobster

WEED LEROY A, JR Gulf of Maine W 6-Mar-17 12-6174.3 Ch. 25.08 DOUBLE TAGGING IN ZONE B/C 8-Aug-17 ADJU CLOS 2410.00

WORCESTER WAYNE R Saco 15-Jul-17 12-6440 HAULING LOBSTER GEAR DURING A CLOSED 
PERIOD

OPEN

YOUNG MICHAEL South Bristol 25-Mar-17 12-75-6174 Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 11-May-17 ADJU $ 300.00

YOUNG TOBEY Tenants Harbor 18-Mar-17 12-75-6174 Wet storage of lobster gear over 30 days 8-May-17 Default $ 250.00

Source:  Department of Marine Resources Marine Patrol Bureau

Last First off ense_city off ense_date statute Descrip� on/comment disp_date court_
disp

Open_
Closed Fine Admin Suspension
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In the

NEWS

1. ABC Control Rule: Th is portion of the amendment contains 10 alterna-

tives – the standard “no action” plus nine new proposals – each to establish 

a long-term acceptable biological catch (ABC) control rule that “may explic-

itly account for herring’s role in the ecosystem and address the biological and 

ecological requirements of the stock.” ABC control rules are used to help set 

specifi cations and annual catch limits. Th e Council signed off  on the ABC con-

trol rule alternatives at its September 26-28 meeting in Gloucester, MA without 

selecting a preferred one. 

2. Potential Localized Depletion and User Confl icts: On the fi rst day of its 

December meeting in Newport, RI, the Council approved the list of alternatives 

to address potential localized depletion and user confl icts. Th e list includes nine 

primary alternatives and several spatial and seasonal sub-options designed to 

address the issue while minimizing biological and socioeconomic impacts.

Potential Localized Depletion and User Confl ict Alternatives in Amendment 8 

Alternative 1 – No action, meaning no new measures would be implemented. 

Alternative 2 – A closure to all vessels and gear types fi shing for Atlantic her-

ring within 6 nautical miles (nm) from shore in Area 114 (area off  the back of 

Cape Cod) with a two-year sunset clause and two seasonal sub-options: a June 

1-August 31 closure; and a June 1-October 31 closure. 

Alternative 3 – A year-round prohibition on using midwater trawl gear in 

Atlantic Herring Management Area 1A; 

Alternatives 4, 5, and 6 – Th ree “buff er zone” proposals that would prohibit mid-

water trawl gear inside of 12 nm, 25 nm, and 50 nm respectively with the follow-

ing spatial and seasonal sub-options: Areas 1B, 2, and 3 restricted; Areas 1B and 

3 restricted; Year round; June 1 through September 30. 

Alternative 7 – A prohibition on midwater trawl gear within fi ve diff erent thirty 

minute squares – 99, 100, 114, 115, and 123 with the following spatial and sea-

sonal sub-options: Areas 1B, 2, and 3 restricted; Areas 1B and 3 restricted; Year 

round; June 1 through September 30.

Alternative 8 – Revert to the original boundary line between Area 1B and 3, 

meaning to the pre-Amendment 1 coordinates, but maintain the current Area 

2/3 boundary.

Alternative 9 – Remove the seasonal closure in Area 1B so that the area opens 

on January 1 instead of May 1, as is currently the case.

MLA pages continued from page 10

UNDERWATER SURVEY BETWEEN MONHEGAN, PORT CLYDE 
SCHEDULED FOR 2018 

Th e proponents of the Maine Aqua Ventus wind turbines, located southeast 

of Monhegan Island, will be conducting a subsea cable geophysical survey in 

February and March, 2018. Th e survey will identify cable routes where the ca-

ble can be buried thus reducing impacts on local fi shermen. Another notice 

will be sent to Zone D lobstermen in early January with the revised cable survey 

plan and dates. Any fi shermen with questions about the survey are encouraged 

to call or text Matt Nixon, MAV Survey Manager, at 852-3528.

MLMC GAINS SUPPORT FROM ZONE COUNCILS, LAC

In mid-December, the Maine Lobster Advisory Council voted unanimously to 

continue funding the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative. Th e Collaborative 

will begin the fi nal year of its fi ve-year mission to promote Maine lobster in 

2018. Th e Legislature must renew its authorization before it sunsets in October, 

2018, and also its $2.2 million annual budget which is funded by surcharges on 

state-issued lobster harvester, processor and dealer licenses. Th e Collaborative 

had already won approval for its reauthorization from all seven lobster zone 

councils. In January, the Collaborative will present a review of its work and the 

results of an independent review to the Joint Committee on Marine Resources.

ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING IN ELVERS DOES NOT PAY

Operation Broken Glass, an investigation of a national elver traffi  cking ring 

based in Maine, resulted in two additional jail sentences and a new guilty plea. 

Th e Maine Marine Patrol was one of 20 state and federal law enforcement agen-

cies that helped work on the investigation. Yarann Im, a 35-year-old Portland 

seafood dealer, was sentenced to six months in jail for illegally traffi  cking 480 

pounds of elvers. Th omas Choi, a 76-year-old seafood dealer from Maryland, 

was sentenced to six months in prison with a $25,000 fi ne for traffi  cking in 

$1.26 million of elvers. Maine fi sherman Albert Cray pleaded guilty to traffi  ck-

ing $250,000 worth of elvers which, he admitted, were harvested illegally in New 

Jersey and sold to a Maryland dealer, who then exported them to buyers in Asia.

CANADIAN TUNA QUOTA INCREASED FOR 2018

Fishermen in Atlantic Canada will be able to catch another 77 tons of bluefi n 

tuna next year after an international commission agreed to raise the annual 

quota. Th e International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 

(ICCAT) increased the western Atlantic bluefi n tuna quota to 2,350 tons, up 

from 2,000 tons. About 700 Canadian fi shermen take part in the bluefi n tuna 

fi shery each using rod and reel, hand lines, tended lines, trap nets and har-

poons. In 2016 the Canadian government decided against listing Atlantic blue-

fi n tuna as a species at risk, with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans not-

ing that stocks have been rebuilding since 2011.

MPOS GRADUATE FROM CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY

Marine Patrol Offi  cers Jonathan Varnum and Alex Hebert graduated from the 

Maine Criminal Justice Academy in December. Having previously completed 

the Academy’s Pre-Service Program, both Offi  cers began serving earlier in 

2017. Th ey returned in the fall to complete the 18-week Basic Law Enforcement 

Training Program. Offi  cer Varn um serves in the Gouldsboro area while Offi  cer 

Hebert serves in the Wells area.

Th e 1/8-scale model for Maine Aqua Ventus being deployed off  Castine in 

2013. University of Maine photo.
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er-operators of a boat. Th ey caught their fi sh or lobsters, sold them to the local 

wharf, bought bait and ice from the wharf owner, and didn’t give a thought to 

what then happened to their catch. Th e wharf owner often was the one who 

provided fi nancial help at the beginning of the fi shing season, when cash was 

scarce, or could loan money for a new boat or gear at a time when banks were 

hesitant to do so. If the harbor was small and isolated, fi shermen had little 

choice as to where to sell. Th ey were the sharecroppers of the sea. 

It wasn’t until after the close of World War II that lobstermen in particular be-

gan to organize themselves into co-ops, in part to release themselves from the 

control of private wharf owners. Much like today, lobstermen suspected that 

wharf owners and dealers were in concert with each other to keep prices paid 

at the wharf down while the lobstermen continued to pay market prices for 

bait and fuel, as University of Maine Professor Jim Acheson noted in his1988  

book Th e Lobster Gangs of Maine. 

Th e primary law related to fi shery cooperatives is the Fishermen’s Collective 

Marketing Act (FCMA) of 1934. Th e intent of FCMA is to allow fi shermen to 

jointly harvest, market, and price their product without being in violation of 

antitrust laws. A cooperative is limited to harvesters, but processing may occur 

once the cooperative is formed.

Th e fi rst fi shermen to organize themselves as a co-op were based in the 

Pemaquid Harbor area. In 1947 a small group of local fi shermen each purchased 

a share in the co-op and elected offi  cers to oversee the brand-new business. 

Th ey used their own capital to purchase bait and other supplies and contracted 

locally to sell their lobsters and clams. Over time co-op members agreed to 

purchase additional land, add a dock, a company store, and a restaurant. Th eir 

risk paid off : the Pemaquid Lobster Co-op continues to this day. 

Fishermen in other ports, such as Stonington and Boothbay Harbor, also band-

ed together early as co-ops but it wasn’t until the 1970s that the state saw a 

surge in new fi shermen’s co-ops. Fishermen from Bucks Harbor to Pine Point 

recognized the economic advantages that they would gain by acting as a group 

rather than as individual fi shermen, such as cheaper and steady bait and dis-

counted fuel and gear prices. But more importantly, they also began to recog-

nize that as a group the co-op gave them more clout when it came to negotiat-

ing price with larger seafood buyers. 

Damariscotta lawyer Clayton Howard helped organize many of these co-ops dur-

ing the 1970s and 1980s. Howard quickly recognized that as separate businesses, 

each co-op was limited in its eff ect on the price paid to members. So in the mid-

1970s he helped create the Maine Association of Cooperatives or “Big Mac.” 

“Big Mac” was a cooperative of ten fi shermen’s co-ops. Each of the ten co-ops 

owned a $10,000 share in the business. Big Mac purchased up to 95% of each 

co-op’s catch then 

marketed and sold 

the product. It also 

contracted with the town of Damariscotta Mills for all of its alewife catch each 

spring, an important benefi t to Big Mac members.  

Th e cooperative bought Maine Coast Seafood in Spruce Head from the Lewis 

family and hired a general manager. Howard started talking to lobster buyers 

in Boston, alerting them that the landings from ten lobster cooperatives were 

available for a decent price. Th e lobsters would be brought from the ten co-ops 

to Spruce Head, graded, and then shipped to companies in Boston and New 

York, netting Big Mac members a nickel or a dime more per pound. Th at in 

turn raised the price paid at the dock for the other co-ops since the managers 

at those businesses could point to the price Big Mac was getting in their own 

negotiations.  

Unfortunately, Big Mac was never fully capitalized to survive in the global mar-

ket. Even though it did several million dollars of business annually, it never 

had a fi nancial cushion to fall back on if things went wrong, as they inevitably 

did. Eventually it went into bankruptcy; the Spruce Head property was sold to 

Anthony’s Pier 1 in Boston and each co-op received its investment back in full. 

Regardless, the cooperative business model for fi shermen hasn’t slowed down. 

Lobstermen understand that by banding together, they gain effi  ciency and fi -

nancial benefi ts. What worked in decades past can work as well today. In 2002, 

13 lobstermen on Westport Island organized themselves as a co-op and bought 

waterfront property, which included a travel-lift, for their new business, the 

North End Lobster Cooperative. Th e Maine Lobstering Union formed as a co-

operative in 2013 and bought Trenton Bridge Lobster in 2017. In 2016 the new-

est lobstermen’s co-op, the Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s Cooperative, joined 

its elder siblings, selling its lobsters exclusively to Luke’s Lobster and renting 

space to the company for a restaurant.  

Maine fishermen’s cooperatives

 Bucks Harbor, Beals-Jonesport, Bremen Lobster Pound, 

Vinalhaven, Port Clyde, Spruce Head, Cranberry Isles, Friendship 

Lobster, Fishermen’s Heritage, New Harbor, Interstate, North End, 

Pemaquid, South Bristol, Georgetown, Cundy’s Harbor, Pine Point, 

Corea,  Stonington, Swans Island, Tenants Harbor, Winter Harbor, 

Chebeague Island.

January 2

Industry Meeting for those who partici-

pate in Menhaden. 1pm, DMR Marquardt 

Building, Augusta.  

January 3

MLA Board of Directors Meeting, 3pm, 

Darby’s in Belfast. 

January 10

ASMFC Public Hearing on Lobster Draft 

Addendum XXVI, 6 p.m., Scarborough, place 

TBD

January 11

ASMFC Public Hearing on Lobster Draft 

Addendum XXVI, 6 p.m., Ellsworth High 

School.

January 18-21

Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association 

Annual Weekend and Industry Trade Show, 

Resort and Conference Center of Hyannis, 

MA. FMI: 781-545-6984.

January 31

Deadline for nominations to the MLA board of 

directors

January 30-February 1

New England Fishery Management Council 

meeting, Portsmouth, NH.

Upcoming

February 6

Deadline for DMR Collaborative Lobster 

Research proposals. FMI: Marta.Peters@

maine.gov.

February 6-8

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

winter meeting, Arlington, VA

March 1-3

Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Samoset Resort, 

Rockport. 

March 2

Annual MLA meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset Resort, 

Rockport.

You can fi nd more information, links, and photos at www.mainelobster-

men.org.  And let us know if you have upcoming events!

Co-operatives continued from page 1



THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION. 

Complete and Committed.

www.mackboring.com  •  800-MACK-ENG
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MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name:______________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________________________

Phone:__________________ Cell:__________________ D.O.B:____________

Email:______________________________________________________________

(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)
Boat Name:________________________________________________________

Lobster License #:_______________ Zone & District:_______________

*Family Members:_________________________________________________

Yes, I want to add my sternman for $50! 
Name:___________________________________________ DOB:_____________ 

E-mail:______________________________________ Phone:_______________

Address:____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________

Lobster license # (If applicable):_________________________________

Mail with payments to: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME  04043

Harvester Membership Levels

 First Time Member     $200

 Highliner                            $350

 Harvester                           $250

 Harvester Family*                    $325

 Junior Harvester (under 18)    $125

 Senior Harvester (over 65)       $125

 Retired Harvester (no longer a captain)           $50

  * family memberships are for spouses and children under 23 
living at home

  Individual Membership Levels:

 Sternman                          $50

 Lobster Friend         $100

 Lobster Lover                          $250      

Payment info:   Pay with:       Visa      MasterCard      Check: #_______________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________  Exp. date:____________  CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
Yes! Put me on auto renewal!  I agree that the MLA may charge my card to renew my membership. 
Signature:______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our leadership is changing but our mission is not. 
Please join to keep the MLA strong in the years ahead. 
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