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By Melissa Waterman

In late May, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) released the fi nal 

version of its much-anticipated Biological Opinion on fi shery management 

plans for ten fi sheries, including the lobster 

fi shery, operating in federal waters. 

Th e fi nal Biological Opinion found that 

the lobster fi shery (and nine other federal 

fi sheries) did not jeopardize the contin-

ued existence of the North Atlantic right 

whale population provided that the fi sh-

eries comply with an aggressive ten-year 

Conservation Framework to reduce risk 

by 98%. In April 2020, a federal judge ruled 

the 2014 Biological Opinion invalid put-

ting the lobster fi shery in violation of the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA). Th e judge 

gave NMFS until May 31, 2021 to replace it 

and allow the lobster fi shery to comply with 

the ESA so it can continue to operate. 

Th e Conservation Framework is divided into 

four phases. Th e fi rst phase, which begins 

when the Final Rule is published later this 

year, requires lobstermen to comply with 

By MLA Staff 

Th e Maine Legislature reached a compromise on off shore wind legislation in 

June, supporting amendments that give Maine fi shermen membership in a newly 

created Off shore Wind Research Consortium 

and permanently ban commercial wind de-

velopment in state waters. Th e compromise 

also prevents the state from permitting ca-

bles or transmission lines for commercial 

off shore wind projects developed in federal 

waters unless the state meets three criteria 

prioritized by the fi shing industry by April 

2023. 

Before the state can permit cables that con-

nect federal waters off shore wind projects to 

Maine, it must 1) complete its off shore wind 

strategic planning project begun this year, 

2) conduct a full review of laws and regula-

tions to ensure they adequately protect the 

state’s coastal resources, and 3) ensure that 

the Off shore Wind Research Consortium 

identifi es research questions to be answered 

regarding off shore wind development. 

OFFSHORE WIND BILL PASSES,
ACKNOWLEDGES FISHING 

INDUSTRY CONCERNS

FINAL BIOP THREATENS FUTURE 
LOBSTER FISHERY

Multiple pressures are coming to bear on Maine’s 

lobstermen, forcing many to reassess their future. 

Photo by E. Cuningham, Burntcoast Sternman. 

By Melissa Waterman

Everyone knows you can’t catch lobsters if you don’t have bait. For 

many generations the preferred lobster bait among Maine lobster-

men has been herring. Yet in the past ten years, NOAA’s annual her-

ring quota has steadily shrunk. Th e most recent allocation, for the 

2021-2023 fi shing years, reduced the herring quota by 40% from 

last year, resulting in a 4,681 metric ton quota for 2021.

“Th is is going to be a bad year,” said Ben Durkee, owner of Bring It 

Inc., a lobster bait company in Jonesport. “Everyone’s been scream-

ing about a bait shortage for years. Th is is the year it’s fi nally going 

to hit. Th e problem is that no one had the chance to stock up last 

year. I’m hearing a lot of people saying there’s no herring already.” 

Th e herring season is divided into two periods, June 1 to September 

30 and October 1 to December 31. Th is year the start of the fi rst pe-

riod was delayed to June 13. Fishing vessels can land up to 240,000 

pounds of herring (equivalent to six truckloads) each week from 

BAIT SUPPLY ONCE AGAIN 
A SUMMER WORRY
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Mark Fleming

Subscribe to Landings, where lobstermen get their news!

Th ings certainly have changed since this time last year. 

In July 2020 lobstermen were worried about a collapse in 

price due to closures of restaurants, resorts and other busi-

nesses because of the pandemic. Tourism in Maine came 

to a screeching halt, hotels and restaurants laid off  their 

employees, and everyone waited to see how the summer 

would unfold.

Th is year appears to be moving along in a more familiar 

path. From anecdotal reports, June saw a resurgence of 

visitors to the state; restaurants opened to full capacity; 

lobstermen began getting their traps in the water. In fact, 

a lack of lobsters led to strong prices at the dock and some 

truly eyebrow-raising lobster roll prices in late May and 

early June.

As the summer progresses, eyebrows may begin to rise at 

the cost of another item important 

to the lobster fi shery — bait. Th e 

quota for herring has been cut sharp-

ly, again, leaving bait dealers and the 

lobstermen who buy from them anx-

ious about supply. While that anxiety 

is nothing new, the unavailability of 

fresh or frozen herring later in the 

summer and the demand for other, 

frozen baits has bait companies, 

large or small, worried.  

Landings provides a summary of the 

much-anticipated fi nal Biological 

Opinion on ten New England fi sh-

eries issued by the National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) on May 27. 

Th e Biological Opinion is required 

under the Endangered Species Act, which protects North 

Atlantic right whales. Th e Opinion found that the federal-

ly-permitted lobster fi shery does not jeopardize the con-

tinued existence of right whales provided that it comply 

with a ten-year Conservation Framework. 

Th e Framework’s aim is to reduce the risk posed by the 

lobster fi shery to the whales by 98%. Th e fi rst phase of 

the four-phase Framework requires lobstermen to com-

ply with amendments to the Atlantic Large Whale Take 

Reduction Plan, known as the whale rules, anticipated to 

be released in September.

Representative Billy Bob Faulkingham of Winter Harbor 

spent long hours in Augusta elevating lobstermen’s 

concerns over off shore wind energy development. Th e 

Legislature reached a compromise, combining elements 

of Faulkingham’s wind bill, LD 101, for a permanent ban 

on off shore wind in state waters with Governor Mills’ wind 

bill, LD 1619, which would have banned it for only ten 

years. Th e fi nal compromise includes a permanent ban on 

off shore wind in state waters, but allows research projects 

such as New England Aqua Ventus off  Monhegan to move 

forward. It gives fi shermen a seat at the table in a newly 

created Off shore Wind Research Consortium and does not 

allow the state to permit off shore wind cables into Maine 

unless it completes important planning work by 2023.

We hear this month from Brian Langley, chair of the 

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative board of directors. 

Langley is owner of the Union River Lobster Pot restaurant 

in Ellsworth and, as a small businessman, understands 

how hard it is to do everything yourself. Promoting his res-

taurant nationally, for example, is a task too expensive for 

him to do on his own. Th e Maine Tourism Association, on 

the other hand, has the budget and the skill to do just that. 

Similarly, the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative uses 

its money to boost demand for Maine lobster. As Langley 

writes, “Having the ability to promote Maine lobster to a 

wide audience and cause them to buy it can’t be done by 

a sole proprietor of a small business. Th at’s not what lob-

stermen are good at and it certainly isn’t something that a 

single business can aff ord.”

Monique Coombs writes about the 

need for mental health services ap-

propriate to fi shermen and fi sh-

ing communities. Th e Maine Coast 

Fishermen’s Association (MCFA) has 

been working with partners to in-

crease fi shermen’s access to mental 

health resources, recognizing that 

fi shermen are dealing with a lot of 

stress right now — the pandemic, 

looming stringent regulations on the 

fi shery, and the prospect of off shore 

wind energy development. “MCFA 

hopes to bridge the gap between fi sh-

ermen and opportunities for them to 

seek mental health support in their 

communities,” Coombs writes.

As the weather warms, one of the physical stresses felt by 

lobstermen is high temperatures. June saw some days in the 

mid to upper 90s in Maine and lobstermen, who work in the 

sun for hours, are not immune to the eff ects of the heat. Our 

series “To Your Health” examines the symptoms of heat ex-

haustion and heat stroke and off ers commonsense methods 

to avoid or, if necessary, treat them. 

In the Downeast town of Jonesboro Rebekah Cox Hodgson 

illustrates the determination common to many lobster-

men. A lobsterman and a clammer, Hodgson and her father 

have worked side-by-side for many years. But last year John 

Cox fell ill with cancer and his daughter fi nished the season 

without him. Alone one day, she decided that she had to do 

something to channel her anxiety about her father. So she 

did, starting a fundraising campaign called “Crush Cancer.” 

“I can’t cure cancer but I can certainly raise money. I can 

raise money for non-profi t organizations that are help-

ing people in their cancer battles,” Hodgson explained. 

Last month the 5K race Hodgson organized took place in 

Jonesboro, drawing 138 people to the small town and rais-

ing funds for two cancer relief organizations. Th e race took 

place on June 27, John Cox’s birthday, who is now recover-

ing from his cancer treatment. 

We hope you enjoy this issue of Landings and look forward 

to suggestions for futures articles.

What lies ahead for the Maine 
lobster fi shery? MCFA photo. 

Get noticed in 

LANDINGS!

2021 Advertising Rates 
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Business Card (3.5 x 2 inches)       $55

Color ads are an additional $75. Discount for 

multi-month commitment. 

Th e advertising deadline is the     
second Monday of each month. 

Please contact 
Melissa Waterman

(melissa@mainelobstermen.org 
or 967-6221) for more information.
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By Brian Langely

I am a small businessman. I have owned and operated the Union River Lobster 

Pot restaurant since 1996. Like Maine’s lobstermen, as an independent busi-

ness owner I must deal with the vagaries of supply and demand, labor short-

ages, and the ever-fl uctuating economy. If I don’t pay attention to everything, 

from the cost of napkins to the stability of my suppliers, I will be out of business 

quickly.

Like lobstermen, I operate on my own. When it comes to getting the Union 

River Lobster Pot restaurant’s name out to the world, I do not have the money 

or the expertise to promote the business myself. Sure, I can run ads in the lo-

cal papers and have a Facebook page, but to really market my business, I let 

others, those with much bigger budgets than I will ever have, do that for me. 

Th e Maine Tourism Association allows me to promote my restaurant through-

out the country. Other associations, such as Hospitality Maine and my local 

Chamber of Commerce, give me the ability to get the restaurant’s name in front 

of visitors and residents alike. It’s not inexpensive and perhaps I don’t have as 

much control over the message as I always want, but it certainly gives my busi-

ness a presence that I could never aff ord on my own.

Th at’s what the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) does for 

Maine lobstermen and lobster businesses. Th e mission of the MLMC is to grow 

demand, for both whole live lobster and a variety of value-added products. To 

do that, we encourage everyone, from well-known chefs to heads of food ser-

vice companies, to purchase more lobster. Since the MLMC’s creation in 2013, 

we’ve used a toolbox of techniques to build demand for lobster from Maine, 

via social media sites, in-person tastings, videos, media articles, you name it.

When the pandemic hit last year, we turned our attention to the home con-

sumer because, let’s face it, everyone was stuck at home for many months. And 

it worked! Grocery store chains saw spectacu-

lar growth in lobster sales. Online companies 

experienced record-breaking demand. Stay-

at-home chefs looked to spice up their culi-

nary repertoire by including Maine lobster. If 

there had not been a marketing team in place 

to pivot the message to stay-at-home chefs, 

sales of lobster in 2020 would have been dra-

matically less.

Having the ability to promote Maine lobster to 

a wide audience and cause them to buy it can’t 

be done by a sole proprietor of a small busi-

ness. Th at’s not what lobstermen are good at 

and it certainly isn’t something that a single 

business can aff ord.

Th is summer the MLMC plans to create new 

ways to get Maine lobster products into customers’ hands. We will focus on 

capturing consumers’ attention with media stories that continue to promote 

Maine lobster as something easy to prepare at home, creating more new Maine 

lobster recipes for our new online home cooking hub, hosting webinars for in-

dustry professionals and promoting National Lobster Week in September. 

Th e MLMC’s ongoing goal through its marketing strategies is to increase aware-

ness of lobster as a premium product and encourage consumers, retailers, and 

foodservice companies to consider lobster and thus increase demand.   

Maine benefi ts greatly from the lobster fi shery, not simply because of the in-

credible revenue it produces. Maine lobstermen are owners of thousands of 

individual businesses, harvesting a wild species using time-honored practices. 

Th e men and women in the fi shery represent certain values — independence, 

pragmatism, persistence — that are absent from the lives of many people. Th at 

is part of what brings so many visitors to the state each year, to experience 

something that they don’t have. I call this the “Maine Mystique.” And that is cer-

tainly part of the reason that the MLMC works hard on your behalf to promote 

Maine lobster to the world at large.

Former state Senator 
Brian Langley is chair 
of the Maine Lobster 
Marketing Collaborative 
board of directors. 

Th e men and women in the fi shery represent 
certain values — independence, pragmatism, 
persistence — that are absent from the lives of 

many people.
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changes to the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan, known as the whale 

rules. Based on the Proposed Rule, those changes will likely require Maine lob-

stermen to adopt a combination of trawling up and incorporating weak points 

into their endlines. In addition, a large seasonal closure from October through 

January has been proposed in Lobster Management Area 1, off  zones C, D, and 

E along the Area 3 line. Lobstermen could apply for an exempted fi shing permit 

to operate in the closed area if they fi sh without endlines. NMFS has stated it 

expects the Final Rule to be published in September.

Reaction to the Biological Opinion from both the Maine Lobstermen’s 

Association (MLA) and the state of Maine was highly critical. 

“While we are pleased that the lobster fi shery can continue to operate under 

this new Biological Opinion, we are extremely concerned that NMFS has not 

addressed the major scientifi c defi ciencies driving its overly aggressive risk re-

duction targets for U.S. fi shermen,” Patrice McCarron, executive director of the 

MLA, said in a press statement. “We are also disappointed that neither NMFS 

nor the Biden Administration has released a concrete plan to address the dis-

proportionate harm to right whales occurring in Canada, or vessel strikes oc-

curring in U.S. waters. Failure to demonstrate progress in these other areas is 

having a detrimental impact on Maine lobstermen.”

“Th e Department of Marine Resources will conduct a thorough evaluation of 

the Bi-Op, but upon initial review we are pleased that ‘no jeopardy’ was found,” 

said Governor Janet Mills. “However, the long-term ramifi cations of this docu-

ment as it relates to the recovery of right whales and its impact on Maine fi sh-

eries over the next ten years remain troubling. In particular, the Bi-Op high-

lights not only the importance of Canada taking signifi cant steps to reduce 

right whale mortality, but also the need for NOAA to be able to quantify how 

risk reduction measures by Canada can reverse the declining trend in the whale 

population. Failure of either could ultimately lead to unnecessary restrictions 

in the U.S. — and that is not acceptable.”

Th e MLA pointed out that the Biological Opinion uses a “worst case scenario” 

overestimating projected declines in the right whale population over the next 

50 years. “Th e consequences of an overly precautionary and unrealistic analysis 

are draconian restrictions that will destroy the lobster fi shery. Th e technology 

necessary to achieve 98% risk reduction across the entire fi shery is in its infancy 

and fraught with technical, economic, and fi sheries enforcement challenges,” 

the MLA wrote to NMFS.

Th e lobster fi shery remains concerned that the new Biological Opinion holds 

U.S. lobstermen accountable for right whale deaths that have occurred in 

Canada and does not contain a concrete plan to address U.S. vessel strikes 

or to engage more aggressively with Canada on its outsized role in the right 

whale population decline. Th e lobster industry is also frustrated that NMFS is 

placing this high burden on the lobster fi shery and has not acknowledged that 

entanglement statistics show that no right whales have ever been known to 

have died or been seriously injured in Maine lobster gear. 

While the industry awaits the Final Rule, the court case over the Biological 

Opinion in DC District Court is moving forward again. NMFS has asked the 

court to end the case, stating that it complied with the court’s order to com-

plete the new Biological Opinion by May 31. Th e plaintiff s strongly disagree 

and have asked the court to hold NMFS and the operation of lobster fi shery 

as unlawful, per the court’s April 2020 ruling. Th ey asked the court to require 

NMFS to come into compliance within 60 days. Th e MLA and other interve-

nors have until early July to respond. 

Bait continued from page 1

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
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CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER 
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WE CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.

WE SELL BULK ICE!

Sunday evening to Friday evening. After just one week, the entire Area 3 quota 

and more than half of the overall quota had been landed.

Like other bait companies Down East, Durkee, who operates the business with 

his father, has developed relationships with Canadian fi shermen, whose her-

ring quota is much larger than in the U.S. 

Even with his connections in Canada, Durkee is not optimistic about how 

much herring he can secure this year. “I’m assuming I’ll get it from there if 

it comes at all,” he said. Much of his inventory is “hard” or frozen bait, such 

things as tuna heads and rockfi sh. “We have our own trucks, six now, so we 

haul it in ourselves,” he said. 

Wyatt Anderson, manager of fresh bait for the O’Hara Corporation in Rockland, 

is equally discouraged about the availability of herring. “I’ve got one boat that 

tied up on the fi rst of March and it won’t be going out until January fi rst of next 

year,” he said. “Whatever herring there is will be out of Canada.” 

O’Hara’s lack of herring is somewhat balanced by the low numbers of Maine lob-

stermen setting traps as of mid-June and thus low demand. “I have never seen 

such a lack of eff ort as this spring, much more than last year when we had a 90-

day shutdown,” Anderson commented. “Th ere are a lot of boats on the bank still.”

Securing hard bait, on the other hand, has not been a problem for the company. 

Frozen bait manager Seth Anderson sees demand remaining steady this year, as 

in years past. “We’re doing all right now. We’ve got good relationships with our 

sources and don’t have to deal with any trucking issues,” he said. “Of course, the 

cost of fuel is going up but otherwise there’s been no slowdown in terms of truck-

ing.” Inventory of the standard types of hard bait — frozen rockfi sh heads and 

racks, redfi sh, tuna and carp heads — is ample at the moment, but Anderson 

knows that come late summer he will be hard pressed to meet the demand. 

“Th at’s when it’s fl ying out the door. It’s hard to keep up, every year,” he said. 

Port Clyde lobsterman Gerry Cushman understands the precarious state of 

bait supplies well. Th ree years ago in the face of a sharp cut in the herring 

quota, he decided to ensure that he and other lobstermen in his area had the 

bait they needed when they needed it. He built a storage facility adjacent to 

Route 1 in Warren capable of storing nine shipping containers of bait. “I buy 

from Cape Seafood, Lunds,” he said. “I keep my operating costs low. Th ere’re no 

employees. It’s an honor system. I use cameras and a slip book to keep track.” 

While the supply of bait needed to keep the state’s thousands of lobstermen 

stocked has not yet reached a critical point, Cushman feels that his building 

gives him some security if in fact a bait crisis does occur. “Th at year [three 

years ago] if the pogies had not shown up in Maine there wouldn’t have been 

enough freezer infrastructure to supply lobstermen. Th e ocean suddenly ex-

ploded with pogies. But there may be a shortage in the future. With climate 

change, who’s to say?” he said.

Many bait companies and lobstermen are looking at pogies (menhaden) once 

again as a solution to the lack of available herring. Th is year’s state allocat-

ed menhaden fi shery opened on June 14 with a quota of 2.19 million pounds 

which was caught in six days, with the fi shery closing on June 23. Landings 

were limited to 23,800 pounds per vessel which could be landed four days per 

week. Maine’s Episodic Events Fishery opened on June 25 with a quota of ap-

proximately 4.28 million pounds, with a weekly vessel limit of 14,000 pounds or 

40 barrels. Th e small-scale fi shery, which opens once the  Episodic Events quo-

ta is reached, limits a vessel’s daily landing to 6,000 pounds or 17 barrels with 

landings allowed three days per week on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

Durkee noted that many of the lobstermen he supplies are relying on pogies 

and pig hide bait for their day-to-day bait, supplementing with other species 

when available. Wyatt Anderson also anticipates pogies saving the day once 

again for Maine lobstermen. “Th ey are just showing up now. Th ey should get 

the guys through the season.”

Biological Opinion continued from page 1
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Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836
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Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases

“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Boots:
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Xtratuff
Muck Boots
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Th e Legislature considered two competing off shore wind bills. Th e fi rst, LD 101, 

was put forward by Representative Billy Bob Faulkingham, a Winter Harbor lob-

sterman, to permanently ban all off shore wind development in state waters and 

prohibit the permitting of cables or infrastructure connecting wind energy de-

velopments in federal waters to Maine. In response, Governor Mills put forward 

a competing bill, LD 1619, to ban off shore wind in state waters for ten years but 

allow the Monhegan wind energy project and other research projects to move 

forward. Th e Governor’s bill also proposed to allow state agencies to permit ca-

bles and infrastructure in Maine to support federal off shore wind projects. 

Representative Faulkingham led the eff ort to elevate fi shermen’s concerns in 

the Legislature’s off shore wind debate. Th e public hearing drew many speakers 

with members of Maine’s fi shing industry voicing support for LD 101, while 

most other stakeholders supported LD 1619. 

Fishermen were united in opposition to off shore wind energy development, 

viewing it as the wrong renewable energy solution for Maine. Much of the fi shing 

industry’s outrage was fueled by Governor Mills’ announcement in November 

2020 that the state would apply for a federal lease to develop a 16-square-mile 

“research array” consisting of up to 12 fl oating turbines. Without consulta-

tion from the fi shing industry, the state identifi ed a 770-square-mile “blob” off  

Zones D, E and F where the project would be sited. New England Aqua Ventus, 

the company developing the Monhegan test project, would develop the array 

which would be cabled to either Wyman’s Station in Yarmouth or Maine Yankee 

in Wiscasset and operate for 20 to 30 years.

Th e Maine Lobstermen’s Association executive director Patrice McCarron told 

the Legislature, “We were expecting to be part of a process to understand what 

off shore wind would mean for Maine. We weren’t expecting the Governor to 

announce a commercial off shore wind development with the “what, where, 

how many and with who” already decided.

During the public hearing fi shermen raised many concerns over the lack of sci-

ence on the impacts of off shore wind on the fragile Gulf of Maine ecosystem, 

fear of industrializing the ocean with fl oating structures the size of New York 

City skyscrapers, and Maine selling out its fi shing heritage to global energy 

companies because they have deep pockets, all with no guarantee that this nas-

cent fl oating wind technology can achieve all that it promises. “Green energy 

is great, but when the cost out-

weighs the benefi ts, it’s time to 

re-evaluate,” Yarmouth lobster-

man Brennan Strong testifi ed. 

“Please don’t take away inde-

pendent family businesses just 

so corporations can sell power.”

Proponents of off shore wind 

development see it as the solu-

tion to address climate change 

by eliminating dependence on 

fossil fuels “Simply put, with-

out off -shore wind generation 

from large wind farms in the 

Gulf of Maine, Maine cannot 

meet its emission targets,” tes-

tifi ed Dr. Richard Silkman of 

Competitive Energy Sources.

Th e Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee appeared ready to move LD 

1619 forward and kill LD 101, but Representative Faulkingham sought a com-

promise to ensure fi shermen would have a voice in the process if off shore wind 

moves forward. He worked with Representative Grohoski of Ellsworth to ad-

dress the concerns of the fi shing industry through an amended version of LD 

1619. Faulkingham told the Ellsworth American, “It’s a compromise and I’m glad 

there were some members on the other side willing to deal with me on this.”

Th e changes to the wind law did not end there. During Senate debate of the 

compromise wind legislation, Senate President Troy Jackson negotiated fur-

ther amendments to closely scrutinize off shore wind developments in Lobster 

Management Area 1 (LMA 1). If the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

(BOEM) determines that a wind energy development sited in LMA 1 would 

have signifi cant adverse impacts on fi sheries, “the state shall request that 

[BOEM] work to minimize that impact.” 

Th ere have been no recent announcements on the status of the state’s plan to 

apply to BOEM for a lease for the proposed research array. Th e state is now 

preparing to begin work on its off shore wind strategic plan, a multi-year plan-

ning eff ort dubbed Maine’s Off shore Wind Roadmap. As part of this process, 

the state will convene a Fisheries Working Group to advise the state on the 

industry’s research priorities and concerns. 

Summary of Maine’s new 
Off shore Wind Law

• Permanently bans commercial off shore wind developments in Maine 

state waters but allows the Monhegan project and other wind research 

projects to be developed.

• Th e state cannot permit cables, transmission lines or other infrastruc-

ture to connect wind developments in off shore waters to Maine unless 

by April 2023 the state:

~ completes an off shore wind strategic planning project that minimiz-

es confl ict with existing maritime industries, particularly fi shing; iden-

tifi es opportunities to preserve existing maritime businesses and jobs; 

and maximizes jobs, investment, new technologies and sustainability;

~ completes a full review of laws and regulations to ensure they ad-

equately protect the state’s coastal resources, and 

~ ensures that the Off shore Wind Research Consortium identifi es re-

search questions to be answered regarding off shore wind development. 

• Seeks to reduce adverse impacts on fi sheries due to off shore wind devel-

opment in Lobster Management Area 1 by requiring the state to work 

with BOEM to minimize those impacts. 

• Creates the Off shore Wind Research Consortium to coordinate, support 

and arrange for the conduct of research on off shore wind power projects 

in the Gulf of Maine.

• Creates the Off shore Wind Research Fund administered by the Governor’s 

Energy Offi  ce and the Department of Marine Resources.

• Creates an Advisory Board to the Off shore Wind Research Consortium 

that must include but is not limited to fi ve members of the fi shing in-

dustry (2 from lobster organizations, 1 from commercial fi shing or-

ganization, 2 independent commercial fi shing industry representa-

tives), one representative of the recreational charter fi shing industry 

and the Commissioner of Maine DMR.  Th e Advisory Board advises the 

Governor’s Energy Offi  ce on the development of the research strategy 

which must include:

~ opportunities and challenges caused by the deployment of fl oating 

off shore wind power projects to the existing uses of the Gulf of Maine; 

~ methods to avoid and minimize the impact of fl oating off shore wind 

power projects on ecosystems and existing uses of the Gulf of Maine; 

and 

~ ways to realize cost effi  ciencies in the commercialization of fl oating 

off shore wind power projects. 

Block Island Wind Farm turbines. 
Photo courtesy of Th e Providence 

Journal. 

Wind bill from page 1
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GUEST COLUMN:     What does “mental health support for fi shermen” mean?Guest
COLUMN

Many thanks to thes

Accutech Marine      

Propellor

Alliance Rubber

Atlantic Bug Bait

Back River Tax Accounting

Bar Harbor Bank & 

Trust

Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc.

Beals Lobster Pier

Bell Power Systems

Berman Simmons, Attny

Bowdoin College 

Dining Services

Chapman & Chapman

Chase Leavitt

Coastal Documentation II

Conary Cove Lobster Co.

Downeast Boat Co.

Farrin’s Boatshop

Finestkind Scenic 

Cruises

First National Bank

F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.

Georgetown Fisher-

men’s Cooperative

Gulf of Maine Lobster 

Foundation

Guy Cotten, Inc.

Infab Refractories Inc.

Inland Seafood

Interstate Lobster Co.

Island Fishing Gear & 

Auto Parts

Island Fishermen’s 

Wives

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Journey’s End Marina

Kip’s Seafood

Lobster Trap Co.

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

M&B Fish Co.

Machias Savings Bank

Maine Center for 

Coastal Fisheries

Maine Financial Group

Maine Lobstermen’s 

Community Alliance

Maine Ocean Lobster

Maine Sea Grant

Marine Hydraulic 

Engineering Co. Inc.

Survival Training

Midcoast Marine Supply

Navroc Marine Electronics

Net Your Problem

New England Marine & 

Industrial Inc.

Northeast Marine Survey

Novatec Braids LTD

Pack Edge

Penobscot Bay & River 

Pilots Assn.

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Polyform US

Port Clyde Fishermen’s 

Cooperative

Port Lobster Co.

Power Product Systems

RE Thomas Marine 

Hardware

Riverdale Mills

Rope Razor

South Bristol 

Fishermen’s Cooperative

Superior Marine     

Products

Tenants Harbor 

Fishermen’s Cooperative

Twin City Financial 

Group

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s 

Cooperative

Winter Harbor 

Fishermen’s Cooperative

Worcesters Lobster Bait

By Monique Coombs

I can’t hear very well in my left ear, and my 

husband can’t hear well at all in his left ear 

either. I lost some of my hearing because I 

had so many ear infections when I was little 

(and maybe attended too many concerts) and 

Herman was born with some hearing loss. 

But he is defi nitely not the only fi sherman 

who suff ers from hearing impairment.

It sucks when you are in a meeting or in a 

crowded room and you can’t hear everything. 

It’s already awkward and uncomfortable be-

ing in a meeting when you prefer to be on the 

water, but if you also can’t hear the people 

talking around you, everything becomes in-

creasingly annoying and totally irritating. 

Talking with fi shermen about how to prevent 

hearing loss is not super helpful because for 

so many fi shermen, that ship has already sailed. What is useful for fi shermen is 

sharing ideas to help feel more comfortable in crowded rooms. Th is works two 

ways: Any organization setting up meetings with fi shermen should be thought-

ful about how a room is organized to best allow for people to easily hear and 

communicate and fi shermen can learn little tricks (like simply pointing to their 

ear) that help them communicate to others if they can’t hear.

Something like this is an example of mental health support intended specifi -

cally for commercial fi shermen. It’s learning what mental health concerns and 

illnesses (like hearing loss or depression) are predominant among fi shermen, 

and then fi nding the tools and coping mechanisms that are appropriate to a 

fi sherman’s lifestyle to help support wellness.

Organizations like the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association (MCFA) cannot 

develop this type of support on its own. We can facilitate conversations with 

fi shermen and we can help communicate to fi shing communities, but we are 

also dependent on our partners like NAMI Maine and Sweetser to learn com-

munication techniques to talk about mental health, to be able to connect fi sh-

ermen with professional help and support, and to work with them to make sure 

the solutions and coping mechanisms that are created match the actual needs 

of fi shermen and the particulars of their line of work.

Th ere are a lot of programs that exist for farmers and fi rst responders, but 

MCFA wants to collaborate with our partners to create ones that are just for 

fi shermen.

Fishermen are feeling an immense amount of stress because of looming off -

shore wind energy development, major regulatory changes to the lobster in-

dustry, and increasing restrictions. For someone like an employee in a retail 

store or a marketing professional at an ad agency, job insecurity is usually 

temporary. For fi shermen, the cumulative impact of all the things weighing on 

the future of fi shing businesses is like living with job insecurity all the time. 

According to one report, “Th e stress and anxiety associated with job insecurity 

can lead to biological regulation of the release of stress hormones being dis-

rupted, jeopardizing the body’s immune system, and aff ecting the health and 

wellbeing of workers.”

Th ere is very little data that exist to support the need for mental health advo-

cacy in the fi shing industry. Th e data that do exist from the Centers for Disease 

Control report that fi shing, especially the Northeast groundfi sh industry, is one 

of the deadliest civilian jobs in the United States. Th at fact alone should be 

enough to illuminate the need to make mental health resources more readily 

available to fi shermen within their own communities.

Here are some facts that do exist:

• Men represent an astounding 78% off  all suicides in the United States.

• 90% of people who die by suicide have a mental disorder, substance abuse 

problem, or both.

• Working-aged men (25-54 years old) account for the largest number of sui-

cide deaths in the U.S.

Th ese statistics and a lot of helpful information can be found on ManTh erapy.

com. 

Fishing can be an incredibly 

isolating occupation. Aspects 

of fi shing are monotonous; 

fi shermen endure often gru-

eling working conditions and 

a heavy workload (literally). 

Th ey feel like they have little 

ability to control the future 

of their businesses in the face 

of new regulations and nega-

tive coverage in the media. 

All these factors have the po-

tential to aff ect a fi sherman’s 

mental health and well-being. 

(And this does not even in-

clude the day-to-day stresses 

of owning and operating a 

small business.)

Nationally women have a 

higher overall rate of depres-

sion but in men depression is 

more often undiagnosed and 

untreated. Th is is because of 

things like the stigma associ-

ated with mental illnesses and 

a culture of masculinity which 

prevents fi shermen from acknowledging the need for or seeking help. While 

women are more likely to be diagnosed with depression, men are less likely 

to even visit their doctor for mental health concerns because they have less 

mental health information specifi c to their demographic. Th is may be why the 

suicide rate of men is much higher.

Repetitive-use injuries, fatigue, PTSD, strain, poor diets, tension headaches, 

even fi nancial planning are all topics that fall under the umbrella of wellness. 

MCFA hopes to bridge the gap between fi shermen and opportunities for them 

to seek mental health support in their communities.

Monique Coombs is the 
director of community 
programs at the Maine 
Coast Fishermen’s 
Association. MCFA photo.  

Mental stress can isolate and debilitate 
anyone, and fi shermen are not immune. 
Photo by J. Cushman.

 Th e National Alliance on Mental Illness is a nationwide advocacy group, 

representing families and people aff ected by mental health disorders in the 

United States. Th e national organization is organized into state and local 

affi  liates, of which National Alliance on Mental Illness–Maine is one. 

NAMI-Maine

info@namimaine.org

(800) 464 - 5767

52 Water Street

Hallowell, ME 04347
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STEAMING AHEAD

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association 

•••

President: Kristan Porter 
Cutler, 460-0560
1st VP: Dustin Delano 
Friendship, 542-7241
2nd VP:  John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
Treasurer: Jim Dow 
Bass Harbor, 460-2565
Secretary, Chris Welch
Kennebunk, 205-2093

Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-9121
Joshua Beal, Milbridge, 479-9624
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 356-1684
Laurin Brooks, Kennebunk, 468-2165
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 380-7976
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 271-7199
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 315-5977
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-7884
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Troy Plummer, Boothbay, 350-7280
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 653-6914
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth, 807-1048

Staff
•••

Executive Director  
Patrice McCarron    
patrice@mainelobstermen.org

Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Offi ce Assistant
Becky Marshall

Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association

2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043

207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

MLA Board of  Directors 
new meeting schedule will 

start in September  

Advocating for a 
sustainable lobster resource 

and the fi shermen and 
communities that depend on 

it since 1954.

In late May the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 

published the fi nal Biological Opinion. Th e Final Whale 

Rule, however, won’t be released until at least September. 

Th e substance of the Biological Opinion is nearly identical 

to the draft version — the lobster fi shery was not found 

to jeopardize right whales as long as it implements the 

Conservation Framework to reduce risk to right whales by 

98% over the next ten years. 

A jeopardy fi nding could have resulted in the shut down of 

the lobster fi shery, so the non-jeopardy fi nding is welcome 

news. Th e full suite of risk reductions will not be imple-

mented immediately, which gives the lobster industry time 

to fi gure out how we will survive these measures. 

NMFS has structured the Biological Opinion and the pend-

ing Final Rule to go hand-in-hand. Th e lobster industry’s 

fi rst 60% risk reduction called for by the Conservation 

Framework will be achieved through the implementa-

tion of the Final Rule. While we don’t know for sure ex-

actly what the rule will say, it is likely to be similar to the 

Proposed Rule—adding more traps per trawl and weak 

points to remaining endlines. 

Maine may also be subject to a 

massive closure from October to 

January, which runs the length of 

Zones C, D, and E along the Area 

3 line. By 2023, the Conservation 

Framework will require the gill-

net and other Atlantic trap/pot 

fi sheries to make their 60% risk 

reduction as well.

After that, in 2025 all federal wa-

ters fi xed gear fi shermen take an 

additional 60% risk reduction 

followed by an 87% risk reduc-

tion in 2030. It is clear that NMFS 

envisions the lobster industry 

achieving this full risk reduction 

through some form of ropeless 

fi shing. 

Th e 98% risk reduction threatens 

to end the lobster fi shery as we 

know it. Even if the lobster fi shery 

were to reinvent itself and estab-

lish a new business and opera-

tional model, I fear that ropeless 

fi shing will create incentives for consolidation of the fl eet 

and could risk the demise of Maine’s owner-operator mod-

el. Th at model has been instrumental in sustaining Maine’s 

very diverse fl eet, composed of thousands of small, medium 

and large lobstering operations, which for generations has 

kept Maine’s coastal economy alive and created one of the 

most sustainable fi sheries in the world.

Th e MLA remains very concerned that NMFS did not ad-

dress the scientifi c defi ciencies it raised that are driving this 

level of risk reduction. NMFS did not address its “worst case 

scenario” assumptions in its new right whale population 

projection model that inevitably lead to the grim prediction 

that the right whale population will continue to decline 

even after the risk reduction goals are fully met.  

For example, NMFS assumes that right whales will contin-

ue to reproduce at the low rates that occurred from 2010 

to 2018. Th e use of this narrow window includes the worst 

year on record — 2018 when zero right whale calves were 

observed — and misses the best year on record — 2009 — 

when 39 right whale calves were observed. It also does not 

include the three most recent years during which 7, 10 and 

18 right whale calves were observed. 

Using the “worst case scenario” also means that NMFS as-

sumes that whales will continue to die and suff er harm in 

Canada, and in the U.S. due to ship strikes, which drives 

the necessity for a near shut down of the lobster fi shery.

I will repeat the MLA’s long-standing concern: the lobster 

fi shery alone cannot save right whales. 

Th e publication of the fi nal Biological Opinion also means 

that the court case in the Washington, DC District Court 

is active again. Last year, the judge found the preceding 

2014 Biological Opinion on the lobster fi shery invalid and 

ordered NMFS to complete the new Biological Opinion by 

May 2021 to bring the fi shery into compliance with the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) and avert a fi shery shut 

down. Following the publication of the fi nal Biological 

Opinion, NMFS promptly fi led a motion for entry of judge-

ment, claiming that “completion of the superseding bio-

logical opinion eff ectively ended this litigation, and there 

is no further action for the court to take.”

Th e plaintiff s, comprising four conservation groups, op-

posed NMFS’s motion and are seeking further action from 

the court. Th e plaintiff s asked the court to enforce its previ-

ous ruling “holding the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 

2014 biological opinion on the continued operation of 

the American lobster fi shery unlawful and its subsequent 

opinion and order of remedy of 

August 19, 2020.”

Th e plaintiff s argue there were 

four alleged violations in the 

original complaint and publica-

tion of the Biological Opinion 

satisfi es only one of those. 

Specifi cally, they argue that 

NMFS issued the new Biological 

Opinion but failed to include a 

lawful Incidental Take Statement 

(ITS) authorizing deaths and se-

rious injury of right whales. Th e 

plaintiff s allege, “Instead of is-

suing a biological opinion that 

complied with the ESA and the 

Court’s Opinions and Orders, 

NMFS issued the 2021 BiOp with 

the same “straightforward” viola-

tion of the ESA as the 2014 BiOp: 

the failure to include a lawful ITS 

after fi nding that the lobster fi sh-

ery will continue to kill and seri-

ously injure North Atlantic right 

whales.”

Th e plaintiff s asked the court to deny NMFS’s motion to 

end the case, and instead require the agency to bring the 

lobster fi shery into compliance with the ESA within 60 

days. Th e MLA and other intervenors have until early July 

to respond. 

As the old saying goes, “It ain’t over til the fat lady sings.” 

Th is opera has been going on for a very, very long time. We 

are up against it once again and the stakes for the lobster 

fi shery have only gotten higher. We truly have a lot on the 

line right now, and I am incredibly grateful that the MLA 

has a talented legal team to guide our industry through 

this morass. Th e MLA’s legal team is a top-notch squad of 

incredibly sharp, thorough and skilled people who are in 

this for the long haul. 

We really do need your help. We need you to continue your 

support of the MLA and the Legal Defense Fund. Th e lob-

ster industry must work together to raise funds so we can 

hire the best of the best. If we don’t, we will let the environ-

mental community continue to get away with twisting the 

data on how and where right whales are being harmed and 

allowing NMFS to take the easy way out by using unreal-

istic assumptions and ignoring the best available data to 

continue its assault on our lobster fi shery.

Let’s stand together and fi ght — this fi shery is worth saving!

As always, stay safe on the water.

Th e view ahead is looking stormy for 
Maine’s lobstermen. MLA photo. 
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MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY

Th e MLA Board met in person on June 2 in Belfast and via zoom on June 21. Th e 

Board discussed the status of the wind legislation moving forward in Augusta 

and the new Biological Opinion released in late May. Th e Board recognized that 

there is so much on the line for the lobster industry right now and that lobster-

men must stay informed and highly engaged on these issues. 

Th e Legislature’s Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee is considering a 

compromise to combine elements of Rep. Faulkingham’s and the Governor’s 

wind bill to address some concerns from the fi shing industry. 

Th e Final Biological Opinion is very similar to the draft NMFS released in 

January -- the lobster fi shery can continue to operate if it implements a 98% 

risk reduction over the next 10 years. NMFS did not address the scientifi c de-

fi ciencies that MLA identifi ed in the right whale population projection model, 

nor has it put forward a plan to address right whale deaths in Canada or due 

to ship strikes. 

With the publication of the Final Biop, the case pending in Washington D.C. 

District court is active again. NMFS fi led a motion asking the judge to end the 

case; the plaintiff s (conservation groups) opposed the motion. Th ey argued 

that the Biological Opinion is not satisfactory and asked the judge rule the op-

eration of the lobster fi shery as unlawful. MLA and the other intervenors have 

until early July to respond. 

Th e MLA Legal Fund is more important than ever. Th e future of the lobster fi sh-

ery remains in the hands of the judge. Th e MLA Board will meet with the legal 

team to strategize on next steps. Th e next MLA meeting will be June 30 in Belfast. 

UNITED STATES AND CANADA DISCUSS ONGOING EFFORTS 
TO REDUCE RIGHT WHALE MORTALITIES, SERIOUS INJURIES

On June 17, Acting NOAA Fisheries Assistant Administrator Paul Doremus, 

who had recently participated in a meeting with Canadian offi  cials focused on 

North Atlantic right whale conservation and management eff orts, released this 

NOAA leadership message:

“In support of our shared interest in protecting and recovering North Atlantic 

right whales, we held our fi rst biannual meeting of 2021 with offi  cials from NOAA 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Transport Canada last Th ursday. Fisheries’ 

Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Programs, Sam Rauch, and our 

Regional Administrator for the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Offi  ce, Mike 

Pentony, joined me for this virtual meeting.

Clearly, it is crucial for both countries to take and sustain additional eff orts to 

reduce right whale mortalities and serious injuries. Protecting and conserv-

ing these critically endangered whales is especially important given the rapid 

decline in the population in recent years. Th ere is evidence of a continued high 

rate of mortality and an ongoing Unusual Mortality Event. And while we had at 

least 18 North Atlantic right whale calves born this year, a recent scientifi c pa-

per highlighted the strong link between natural and human-induced factors—

such as entanglement—and smaller North Atlantic right whales.

As in previous meetings on this topic, both sides agreed to share innovative 

techniques and solutions that foster healthy fi sheries, reduce the risk of en-

tanglements, and create whale-safe maritime practices. Both countries gave 

updates on current and future risk reduction measures, including vessel strike 

reduction eff orts. We also continued our discussions of the measures both 

countries can take throughout the species’ range to further reduce risks.

It is essential that both the United States and Canada implement sustain-

able, long-term measures to turn the 

population trajectory of right whales 

upward and recover this species. As a 

newcomer to these discussions, I was 

pleased with Canada’s willingness to 

share information and seek common 

ground. It’s important to continue 

these bilateral eff orts to help achieve 

our shared goals of conserving and 

restoring this species. As we have said 

before, the United States, especially 

the commercial fi shing industry, cannot carry the full burden of these eff orts. 

It has to be a shared responsibility. Our partners and stakeholders continue to 

look to the U.S. and Canadian governments to save this critically endangered 

species, and this is one of the ways we can deliver.”

CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT FILED AGAINST RED LOBSTER

A proposed class action lawsuit has been fi led in U.S. District Court of Central 

California accusing Red Lobster of lying about the sustainability of its Maine 

lobster and farmed shrimp and claiming that the restaurant’s suppliers use in-

humane methods and environmentally damaging practices.

Th e suit claims that “contrary to Red Lobster’s claims, its Maine lobster menu 

items are sourced from suppliers that use environmentally destructive practic-

es that threaten endangered populations of North American right whales”. Th e 

suit continues, “furthermore, Red Lobster’s shrimp menu items are sourced 

from industrial shrimp farms that do not employ the highest environmental or 

animal welfare standards.”

Th e suit points to the federal court case pending in Washington D.C. District 

court, which held last year that the National Marine Fisheries Service permit-

ting of the lobster fi shery is in violation of the Endangered Species Act and the 

Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch Program. 

ROPELESS FISHING BILL IN CALIFORNIA DOES NOT MOVE 
FORWARD

A California legislator put forward a bill to the State Assembly to require rope-

less pop-up gear to be fi shed in the trap fi sheries, including Dungeness crab, by 

2025. Th e bill was killed before a hearing was held. 

Th e California Department of Fish and Wildlife had already implemented new 

Risk Assessment and Mitigation Program (RAMP) regulations in November, 

which close the fi shery when the presence of whales exceeds a certain thresh-

old in state crab districts. Th is kept fi shermen off  the water in November and 

December 2020. 

“It was the consensus if we were mandated to go ropeless, we’d all go out of 

business,” California Crab Association President Ben Platt stated. “CBD [Center 

for Biological Diversity] is not going away. My hope is that in the interim we are 

even more ready to stand up as industry to protect our livelihoods. But we need 

to continue working on our own practical ideas of how we can trap fi sh when 

whales are around as their populations grow.”

BAIT UPDATES – AREA 1A HERRING SEASON 

Th e Area 1A Atlantic herring season opened on June 13. Th e Area 1A sub-annual 

catch limit (ACL) is only 1,453 metric tons (mt) after adjusting for the carryover 

from 2019, the 30 mt fi xed gear set-aside, and closing Area 1A when landings 

reach 92% of the sub-ACL. ASMFC allocated the Area 1A quota across two sea-

sons: 72.8% (1,058 mt) available for season 1 (June 1 – September 30) and 27.2% 

(395 mt) available for season 2 (October 1 – December 31).

Th e fi shery started on June 13 at 6:00 p.m. 

• Vessels that have declared into the Area 1A fi shery may land herring fi ve 

(5) consecutive days a week. One landing per 24-hour period. Vessels are 

prohibited from landing or possessing herring caught from Area 1A during 

a day out of the fi shery. 

• Vessels may harvest up to 240,000 lbs (6 trucks) per harvester vessel.

• A harvester vessel may transfer herring at-sea to another harvester vessel. 

• A harvester vessel may not make any at-sea transfers to a carrier vessel. 

• Carrier vessels may not receive at-sea transfers from a harvester vessel. 

2021 Atlantic Herring Landings
For Data through June 24

Area Quota 2021 Landings 2021 % Quota Caught
1A* 1,609 187.5 12%

1B 239 0 0%

2 652 181.6 28%

3 2,181 2,221.4 102%

Total 4,681 2,590.5 55%

Note: One week after the June 13 opening, the entire Area 3 quota and more 

than half of the overall quota had been landed.

BAIT UPDATES – 2021 MAINE MENHADEN SEASON

Th is year’s state allocated menhaden fi shery opened on June 14 with a quota 

of 2.19 million pounds. Vessels were allowed four harvest days on Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Th ursdays and Fridays with a weekly limit of 23,800 pounds (68 bar-

rels). Th e quota was caught in six days, with the fi shery closing on June 23. 

Maine’s Episodic Events Fishery opened on June 25 with a quota of approxi-

mately 4.28 million pounds, with a weekly vessel limit of 14,000 pounds or 40 

barrels. Th e small-scale fi shery, which opens once the Episodic Events quota is 

reached, limits a vessel’s daily landing to 6,000 pounds or 17 barrels with land-

ings allowed three days per week, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Th e 

noncommercial menhaden fi shery daily limit has been amended from 1,000 

NOAA photo.

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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pounds to 1,050 pounds to refl ect the amount landed in three barrels.

For all three phases of the fi shery, transfers at sea of menhaden to either a har-

vester or carrier vessels are prohibited, and menhaden must immediately be 

stored in barrels, crates or fi sh totes, or a combination thereof, upon harvest 

and remain stored either on the harvester vessel and the dory towed by the 

harvester vessel, if utilized for all gear types. 

Same day reporting is required by commercial menhaden harvesters during 

the state allocation and episodic event fi sheries. 

NMFS ENDS PAPER VTR REPORTS IN NOVEMBER

NMFS will no longer accept paper vessel trip reports (VTR) as of November 10, 

2021. NMFS is also making changes to its Fish Online portal as of June 1. Visit 

NMFS Fishing Industry homepage at https://www.fi sheries.noaa.gov/new-eng-

land-mid-atlantic/resources-fi shing/resources-fi shing-greater-atlantic-region 

for information on electronic reporting options. 

U.S. COAST GUARD AND CDC RELAX MASK MANDATE FOR 
FISHING VESSELS

On June 11 the U.S. Coast Guard released a Marine Safety Information Bulletin 

(02-21 CH-2) stating that “mask wear in outdoor areas of maritime transporta-

tion conveyances and hubs is no longer required. Change-2 to this MSIB refl ects 

updated enforcement of the mask requirement for commercial vessels and 

maritime transportation hubs. Th ough the CDC is no longer requiring mask 

wear in outdoor areas, operators of conveyances and transportation hubs, at 

their discretion, may require masks to be worn in outdoor areas.” 

JANET COIT APPOINTED AS NEW NMFS HEAD

On June 21, 2021, Janet Coit was appointed 

to lead NOAA Fisheries, which is responsible 

for managing our nation’s marine fi sheries 

and conserving protected marine species, as 

the assistant administrator under the Biden-

Harris Administration. Coit will also serve 

as acting assistant secretary of commerce 

for oceans and atmosphere and deputy 

NOAA administrator, for which she will sup-

port and manage NOAA’s coastal and ma-

rine programs. She succeeds Paul Doremus, 

Ph.D., who has been acting NOAA Fisheries 

assistant administrator since January 2021.

Coit directed the Rhode Island Department 

of Environmental Management (DEM) for 

more than 10 years. She focused on im-

proving natural resource conservation, 

promoting locally grown food, including seafood, and addressing the climate 

crisis. She worked to improve new infrastructure for commercial and recrea-

tional fi sheries and promote sustainable management of fi sheries, including 

a new shellfi sh initiative. Coit also chaired Rhode Island’s Seafood Marketing 

Collaborative and worked with stakeholders to promote supplying seafood lo-

cally and abroad. 

“Over the past ten years, some of my most rewarding work has been aimed at 

supporting a resilient marine fi shing industry to supply fresh seafood to Rhode 

Island and abroad by focusing on fi shing port infrastructure and services, and 

sustainability through the application of fi sheries science and management,” 

said Coit. “I look forward to continuing this work at NOAA.”

Before joining Rhode Island DEM in 2011, Coit was the state director for Th e 

Nature Conservancy in Rhode Island for 10 years. Prior to that, she was coun-

sel and environmental coordinator in the Providence offi  ce of the late Senator 

John Chafee and, subsequently, then-Senator Lincoln Chafee. Coit also served 

as counsel to the U.S. Senate Committee on the Environment and Public Works, 

where she advised on national environmental policy.

FINAL RULE TO DESIGNATE DEEP-SEA CORAL PROTECTION 
AREAS

NMFS announced that the fi nal rule to designate coral protection areas on 

Georges Bank and in the Gulf of Maine and prohibit the use of certain bottom-

tending gears in these areas will be eff ective July 26, 2021.

Summary of the Deep Sea Coral Protection Areas:

• Establishes a deep-sea coral protection area called the Georges Bank Deep-

Sea Coral Protection Area. Th is area is on the outer continental shelf in 

New England waters. It complements the Frank R. Lautenberg Deep-Sea 

Coral Protection Area established in January 2017 by the Mid-Atlantic 

Fishery Management Council. Th e area runs along the outer continental 

shelf in waters no shallower than 600 m and extends to the outer limit of 

U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone boundary to the east and north, and south 

to the Franklin R. Lautenberg Deep Sea Coral Protection Area.

• Restricts the use of bottom-tending commercial fi shing gear within the 

Georges Bank Deep-Sea Coral Protection Area to protect deep-sea corals 

from interaction with and damage from such fi shing gear. Red crab pot 

gear is exempt from the prohibition.

• Designates the Mount Desert Rock Coral Protection Area, a coral protec-

tion area in an 8-mi2 area southwest of Mount Desert Rock, a small, rocky 

island off  the eastern Maine coast, about 20 nm south of Mount Desert 

Island, encompassing depths of 100-200 m. Vessels are prohibited from 

fi shing with bottom-tending mobile gear in this area. Vessels are still able 

to fi sh for lobster in this area using trap gear.

• Designates the Outer Schoodic Ridge Coral Protection Area, a coral pro-

tection area in a 31-mi2 area on the Outer Schoodic Ridge, roughly 25 nm 

southeast of Mount Desert Island, encompassing depths of 104-248 m. 

Vessels are prohibited from fi shing in this area with bottom-tending mo-

bile gear. Vessels are still able to fi sh for lobster in this area using trap gear.

• Establishes provisions for vessels transiting through the coral protection 

areas.

• Designates the Jordan Basin Dedicated Habitat Research Area, an area in 

Jordan Basin in the Gulf of Maine as a dedicated habitat research area.

• Expands framework adjustment provisions in the New England Fishery 

Management Plans for future modifi cations to the deep-sea coral protec-

tion measures.

For more information please contact the Sustainable Fisheries Division at 978-

281-9315 or visit the Deep Sea Coral Habitat webpage.

SEAMOUNTS AND CANYONS NATIONAL MARINE MONUMENT

Interior Secretary Haaland has recommended that President Biden reverse the 

changes President Trump made to three national monuments, which would in-

clude restoring Obama-era fi sheries restrictions in the Northeast Canyons and 

Seamounts Marine Monument in areas not protected by the new coral closure. 

Supreme Court Chief Justice Roberts commented on the fi shing industry’s 

Northeast Canyons Monument lawsuit earlier this year, stating the Antiquities 

Act has “been transformed into a power without any discernable limit to set 

aside vast and amorphous expanses of terrain above and below the sea.” 

Photo courtesy of the Warwick 

Beacon.

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or 
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB.  207-667-7427

Boat Builders/Repairs

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off  new installations.
207-893-0145

Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off  list price on traps. 
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies

Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock 
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off  hydraulic 
components & Cable Craft cables. 
207-767-2136

Hamilton Marine
Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland, 
Searsport, Southwest Harbor,  ME -- 
Discounts available to commercial fishermen.

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Safety Training & Equipment

Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off  liferaft repack with 
proof  of  MLA membership. CAN be com-
bined with other promotions.  207-363-0220

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG 
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep 
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts 
and service. $250 additional discount on any 
new vehicle after you make your best price 
207-563-5959

Automotive

Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and 
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card 
877-861-0070

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof  of  CG ap-
proved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no 
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of  researchers and 
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Vessel Insurance

Hotels

Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront – 
(Portland, ME)  
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston – 
(Rockland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott - 
(Scarborough, ME)
Discount: Special rates for MLA members and 
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA 
for booking information, or mention MLA when 
booking.

Museums & Entertainment

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA 
members.

Cross Insurance Arena
Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena 
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at 
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person 
at the box office. 
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

Show 
your MLA card 

to receive great 
discounts at these fine 

businesses!

Bait     

Atlantic Bug Bait
Machias, ME -- $1 off bucket of hog hide. $40 
off a pallet. 207-255-5955

Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME  -- $1 off per bucket (must show 
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLA membership 
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood, 
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12 
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Maine Camp Outfitters
Sunset, ME -- 10% off  all apparel and 
promotional product orders.  
800-560-6090

Gifts

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off  all apparel 
207-967-4555

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off  picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Lobster & Seafood

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off  picked lobster 
meat. 800-967-4268

Propellers

New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine 
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales 
& repairs. 508-746-8804

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller 
reconditioning.  207-667-1119

Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and 
review of  previous tax returns.
207-607-7118

Accounting

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation 
and review of  previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off  of  purchases.
207-363-1150

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for 
MLA members. Call for more info. 
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights
Garden City, NY  -- Free Shipping for MLA 
members 201-915-0555
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FRESH
207.594.0405

FROZEN
207.542.1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

SINCE 1907

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES  
REDFISH  
ROCKFISH  
SALT
TUNA  

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

SINCE 1907

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

50 LB BAGS

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

hamiltonmarine.com800-639-2715

Photo by Wayne Hamilton ©

We are looking for candidates to join our crew in a hardworking 
but casual, family-oriented atmosphere who have a positive 
attitude and a strong commitment to teamwork and service.

Do You Love Boats & Boating Or Have An Interest?

JOIN OUR CREW!

If you know someone looking for work who loves being 

on the water or would like to be trained to learn the 

industry, we have many open positions. Benefits include 

flexible hours, substantial employee discount & more!

UP TO $500 FOR YOU
Refer A New Crew Member, Get A Gift Card!

CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
CUSTOMER REFERRAL PROGRAM!

For open positions, job application and more info about the customer 
referral program go to: HAMILTONMARINE.COM/CAREERS

1.800.762.6374 • SALES@RIVERDALE.COM • WWW.RIVERDALE.COM

Contact us today to locate 
a distributor in your area!

Premium Quality Marine Wire 
Proudly Made in the USA 

Since 1980
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WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,
MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience. 

•  More engine choices.

•  More fully equipped and staffed locations.

•  More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

•  More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.

Contact:   
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac

C18 CAT

Donate 
online at mlcalliance.org or by mail

MLCA Relief Fund, PO Box 315 Kennebunk ME 04043

 Support the 
Lobstermen’s Relief Fund

The Lobstermen’s Relief Fund benefits distressed 
families and children of commercial lobstermen 

along the coast of Maine in times of need.

19 JUNE
Boothbay Harbor
Ashlee Lowery  (207) 808-9230

20 JUNE
Rockland
Nick O’Hara (207) 542-4348
Mike Mayo (207) 542-1879

27 JUNE
Bass Harbor
Colyn Rich    (207) 479-7288

2021 MAINE LOBSTER BOAT RACING

3 JULY
Moosabec Reach, 
Beals Island/Jonesport
Roy Fagonde (207) 610-4607

11 JULY
Stonington
Cory McDonald      (207) 664-4525
Genevieve McDonald (207) 266-5113

18 JULY
Friendship
Robin Reed   (207) 975-9821

25 JULY
Harpswell
Amanda Peacock (207) 756-3104
Kristina York (207) 449-7571

14 AUGUST
Winter Harbor 
Chris Byers             (207) 963-7139

15 AUGUST
Merritt Bracket, Pemaquid
Brent Fogg             (207) 563-6720
Sheila McLain        (207) 677-2100

21 AUGUST
Long Island
Lisa Kimball           (207) 332-3968
Amy Tierney (207) 317-1576

22 AUGUST
Portland
Katie Werner (207) 807-1832

16 OCTOBER
Annual Meeting/Awards Banquet  
Robinson’s Wharf, Southport
Jon Johansen (207)-223-8846

All Races:
Sign-up  8 to 9 AM
Races Start 10 AM

Exception: Long Island: Sign up  
10 to 11 AM, Start 12 PM.
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Our job is to support you and the 
future of the industry. Please support us.

www.mainelobstermen.org

It’s time to join or renew at the Maine It’s time to join or renew at the Maine 
Lobstermen’s Association. Lobstermen’s Association. 

Theresa Chipman

BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM

 Jonesboro, ME  Portland, ME  Th omaston, ME  West Bath, ME Wakefi eld, RI
 (207) 434-5791  (800) 244-8727  (800) 426-4526  (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,

 Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering 
throughout New England, we are closer to you than 
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and 

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit

to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing 

options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice 

for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of 

every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.  

Call them today at the branch office closest to you. 

LOANS AND LEASES FOR: 

BOATS  •  TRUCKS  •  REAL ESTATE  •  PERMITS

BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES  •  WHARVES  •  EQUIPMENT

HAUL OUT AND REPAIR  •  OPERATING LINES

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM

NEED A LENDER 
WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU?

Free Pickup & Delivery in Maine
Premium Aqualoy 22 Grade
Split & Tapered Couplings
Fast Turnaround
Shafts up to 3" Diameter

��������� ��	
��

(207) 422-6532 | www.retmarine.com
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Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in MaineProud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine
If yo

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!

There’s always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

AC Inc.    Beals, ME 04611    207-497-2261

Oily, salty, Gulf Menhaden has 5 times more oil than 
Atlantic pogies*

Individually Quick Frozen (IQF) Pogie

Buy factory direct
Stable supply and stable pricing

For more info call Shawn Switzer (337) 400-4121

*LSU Ag Center Test results

www.getbait.com

Louisiana Bait Products, Inc.
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�

�

�

�

� “a dollar a day”

�

�

GGiftss $10,0000 -- $$49,999 
Mass. Lobstermen's Assoc.
John C Ready III
Brendan Ready

GGiftss $5,0000 -- $$9,999 
Colby & Gale
Downeast Lobstermen’s Assoc.
Maine Aquaculture Association

GGiftss $1,0000 -- $$4,999
W. Kennedy Boone III
Jerome Briggs
Dustin Delano
Elizabeth Fenwick
Michael Flanigan
Samuel Hyler
Chip Johnson 
Kittery Point Yacht Yard
Jack Merrill III
Josh Polk
Matt Poole
Craig Sproul
Lee Watkinson

GGiftss $5000 -- $$999 
Joshua Ames
Sonny Beal
Mark Bradstreet
Dwight Carver
David Cousens
Hews Company LLC
Cranberry Island Lobster Co.
Todd Hubbard
Stuart Jones
Jennifer Kelley
Craig Lazaro
Midcoast Marine Supply (T-
shirt sales)

$$5000 -- $$9999 cont’d 
Phillip Morris
William Most
Cody Nunan 
Robert O’Hara Jr
Old School Pig Hide
Alton Pinkham
Jeffrey Putnam
Edward & Linda Robbins
Sam Rosen
Keith & Kathryn Simmons
Kathryn Slocum
Courtland Tolman
Ronald Weeks 

GGiftss $3000 -- $$499 
Jason Alley
Alison Farrell
Herman Faulkingham
Chad Gamage
Blaine Hutchinson
Bobby Ingalls
Donald Jones
Samuel Joy
Steve Miller 
Zachary Piper
Todd & Kim Simmons
Samantha Thompson
Chuck Williams
 
GGiftss $1000 -- $$299 
Barry Baudanza
John Benning
Thomas Bennett
Hugh Bowen
Russell Bray 
Eric Brazer
Stephen Burns

$$1000 -- $$2999 Cont’dd  
Greg Byrer
John Clinton
Patrick Clough
Coastal Builders
Clinton Collamore
Jason Colby
Joseph Donnelly
Jordan Drouin 
Martha Dudman
William Faulkingham
Harland Flynn
Sandra Gates
Kevin Glover
Michael Hutchings
Bruce Johnson
Roger Kellett
Kyle Koerber
Gene Lazaro
Kenneth Lemont
Gary Libby
Ryan Miller
Marianne Masters
Mike & Karen McConnell
Kyle Nichols 
William Nichols
Justin Philbrook
Janet Pollack
William Putnam
Steve Rosen
Joseph Salisbury
Michael Sargent
Irving Brett Schwab
Randall Shepard
Colby Simmons
Isaac Simmons
Carli Stewart

$$1000 -- $$2999 Cont’d 
Virginia Wadleigh
Walter Willey IV
Donald Wright
 
GGiftss Underr $100 
A.M. Associates Inc (T-shirt sales)
Judith Baker
Nancy Beal
Theodore Boyce
Linda Burley
Jon Emerson
Corey Engle
Debra Furman
Jeffrey Greiner
Greg Havener
Allison Hepler
Lindsay Hocking-Hauser
Michael McGlone
Must Be Nice Lobster Co
Gordon Murray
Zoe Pellegrino
John Rohrer
Sadie Samuels
Kenneth Weed 
Bradley West
Caleb Wiesing
Richard Wilson
Amber Wotton - in honor of Friend-
ship’s 2020 Xmas lights

GGiftss Inn Memoriamm 
In Memory of Gilbert Collamore Sr
    Clinton Collamore
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Harvester Membership Levels:
     

� Highliner                                      $375

� Harvester                                      $275

� Harvester Family*                      $350

� Junior Harvester (under 18)      $150

� Senior Harvester (over 65)       $150

� Retired Harvester              $75

                (no longer a captain)

* family memberships are for spouses and 
children under 23 living at home

Name:__________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_______________________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________ Cell:_____________________ D.O.B:_________________

Email:_________________________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)
Boat Name:__________________________________________________________________

Lobster License #:_________________________ Zone & District:_______________

*Family Members:___________________________________________________________

Yes, I want to add my sternman for $50! 
Name:___________________________________________ DOB:_____________ 

E-mail:______________________________________ Phone:_______________

Address:____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________

Lobster license # (If applicable):___________________________________

Individual Membership Levels:
� Sternman                               $75

� Lobster Friend               $125

� Lobster Lover                        $275      

Payment info: Pay with:   � Visa   � MasterCard   � Check: #_______________    Total amount $ _________________

  Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________  Exp. date:____________  CV code:____________

  Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________

2 Storer St, Suite 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043    www.mainelobstermen.org   207-967-4555 

Renew your membership today.

Protecting the industry, one buoy at a time.

The MLA works tirelessly to make sure you are not 
the last generation of  Maine lobstermen. How?

� MLA has a top-notch legal & policy team to give Maine 
lobstermen a voice in court cases and demand that 
policy decisions be based on sound science.

� MLA has set the record straight on the Maine lobster 
fishery’s role in the right whale crisis, documenting 
how and where right whales are being killed.

� MLA has challenged NMFS’s overly pessimistic view of  
the right whale decline and burdensome conservation 
framework involving only U.S. fishermen.

Your membership & contributions to the MLA Legal Fund 
make all this possible. While we remain active on the 
whale issue, we must now also battle against offshore 
wind development in the Gulf  of  Maine.

We cannot do this without your continued support. 
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ACCOUNTANTS 

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave.
Farmindale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
john@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of 
previous tax returns.

AUTOMOTIVE 

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when 
you purchase a new or used vehicle.

Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700    
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free 
Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS 

Bring It Inc.
PO Box 161
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-598-8818
bdurkee24@gmail.com

Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014   
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off  picked lobster meat

CBS  Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101    207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Bait
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfi sh.com
www.channelfi sh.com

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA  70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204 
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfi sh.com
www.lundsfi sh.com

Old School Pig Hide
31 Number Nine Rd.
Cutler, ME 04626      207-812-5211
oldschooltrcking2@gmail.com
$1 off  per bucket for MLA members

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas 
307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks  
358 Douglas Highway 
Lamoine, ME  04605 
207-667-7427 
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA 
members only! Call for more info. 

DuraBrite Inc
310 Ellington Ave E
Garden City, NY  11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909        
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off  purchases for MLA members

FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT 

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210    
800-831-4230     
www.farmcrediteast.com

Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240  207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington & 
Farmingdale

FISHING, MARINE AND 
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
Kittery: 439-1133
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fi shermen

Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

FUEL 

Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

GIFTS 

Maine Camp Outfi tters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd 
Sunset, ME  04683 800-560-6090 
melissa@maine-camp.com 
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off  apparel & promotional 
product orders.

HYDRAULICS 

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86 
Seabrook, NH 03874      
603-474-1914      
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com 
10% discount on all in-stock items for 
MLA members.

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106   
207-767-2136      
 info@ hewsco.com
10% off  hydraulic components & 
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS 

Maine Lobster Marketing 
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101       
207-541-9310    
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Woods Hole Group
Nick Salvi
107 Waterhouse Rd
Bourne, MA 02532
508-540-8080
fi shingsales@woodsholegroup.com
www.woodsholegroup.com

INSURANCE 

FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire
254 Main St
Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance 
366 US Route 1 
Falmouth , ME  04105 
207-781-5553/800-370-1883 
scott@smithwick-ins.com 
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA 
members. Additional 5% discount 
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing 
Vessel Drill Conductor course within 
the last 5 years.

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey 
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654    
207-949-2034 
mhennessey@varneyagency.com

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL  

Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538    
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members

Atwood Lobster
Travis Th ompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646     
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH  03801      
 603-431-3170   
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072 
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME  03909    207-363-0876

RDR Lobster & Shellfi sh LLC
1077  Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605     
207-667-2250     
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357    
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op 
275 Island Rd.
S. Th omaston,  ME  04858    
207-594-8029      
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681  
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116 
Swans Island, ME 04685    
207-526-4327     
sicoop@tds.net

MARINE ENGINES

Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757  508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com

North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones
15 Continental Dr
Exeter, NH 03801
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

PROPELLERS

Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605   207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning

New England Propeller
Ron Peck
9 Appollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
www.neprop.com
Discount on Marine propellers, shaft-
ing & related items, sales and repairs

REFRIGERATION SERVICES 

Applied Refrigeration Services 
7C Commons Ave. 
Windham, ME 04062  207-893-0145 
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off  new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy’s Inc.  
PO Box 837, 
Ogunquit, ME  03907       
207-646-5575       
billy@barnbilly.com     
www.barnbilly.com

Island Lobster Co. 
20 Island Ave
Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT

Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive 
York, ME 03909      
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off  liferaft repack with proof of 
MLA membership. Discount can be 
combined with other promotions.

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK 
SUPPLIES 

Brooks Trap Mill  
211 Beechwood St 
Th omaston, ME  04861     
207-354-8763 
stephen@brookstrapmill.com 
www.brookstrapmill.com 

Friendship Trap Company  
570 Cushing Rd. 
Friendship, ME 04547 
207-354-2545/800-451-1200 
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com 
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.
South Portland & Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com  
www.searosetrap.com
5% off  list price on traps to MLA 
members

MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses! 
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TO YOUR HEALTH:    Avoiding heat exhaustion, stroke while working at sea

By James Medeiros and Ann Backus, 

Harvard University T.H. Chan School of Public Health

Summer is upon us, a time of year 

many folks look forward to after a 

New England winter. Th e days are 

longer and warmer. It seems as if the 

heat arrives earlier each year; hot days 

increasingly populate the calendar in 

May and June. Certainly by July we are 

in the midst of the so-called dog days 

of summer. All that beautiful sunshine 

is not without risk and one such risk 

is heat stroke. What exactly is heat stroke? How do we prevent, recognize, and 

treat it in the fi eld? 

Heat Illness Types, Diagnosis and First Aid 

Long hours in the sun, limited shade opportunities, strenuous activity, various 

individual health conditions coupled with limited resources aboard a boat and 

certain weather conditions increase the risk for heat-related illnesses. Th ese 

illnesses range from heat stress and heat strain to the most serious illness, heat 

stroke. 

Heat stroke is a life-threatening diagnosis that requires immediate interven-

tions and medical attention. It is present when the body’s core temperature 

reaches in excess of 104oF. Don’t worry, no one expects you to take someone’s 

temperature at sea. Instead you can rely on the signs and symptoms to make 

an informed assessment. According to the National Institute for Occupational 

Safety and Health (NIOSH), key indicators of heat stroke include: 

• Confusion, altered mental status, slurred speech

• Loss of consciousness (coma)

• Hot, dry skin or profuse sweating

• Seizures

Given that heat stroke can be fatal if treatment is delayed, if you see any of the 

above indicators it is an emergency. Notify the U.S. Coast Guard and nearby ves-

sels and return to port immediately. Th e Coast Guard will assist as needed and 

alert Emergency Medical Services (EMS) ahead of your arrival in port. While 

on the vessel, rapid cooling is the single most important action to improve the 

person’s outcome. NIOSH also recommends: 

• Move to a shaded, cool area on the boat and remove outer clothing and 

equipment

• Cool the individual quickly with a cold water or ice bath if possible; wet the 

skin, place cold, wet cloths on the skin, or soak clothing with cool water.  

• Circulate air around the person to speed cooling.

• Place cold, wet cloths or ice on the head, neck, armpits, and groin; or soak 

the clothing with cool water.

Given the seriousness of heat stroke, captains and crew should monitor them-

selves and each other for the milder symptoms that can lead to heat stroke. 

Heat exhaustion often precedes heat stroke and should be taken seriously. 

Symptoms include excessive weakness, dehydration, light-headedness, heavy 

sweating, headache, nausea, vomiting, abdominal discomfort, and paleness. 

Any lobsterman or fi sherman experiencing any of these symptoms needs to 

stop all activity. As above, move him/her to a shaded cool area, take off  ex-

cess clothing, and physically cool with (ice) water. Rehydrate with cold water; 

a sports drink can be used if nausea/vomiting is not present. Continue to ob-

serve and support the individual as you head back to port. If the symptoms do 

not decrease, professional medical care is advised upon arrival in port.

Heat cramps and heat syncope ( fainting) are more narrowly-focused symp-

toms often noticed early in the progression to heat stroke. Muscle cramping is, 

as you might expect, more common when dehydration and electrolyte imbal-

ances (i.e., salt imbalances) are present. Syncope and/or near-fainting often oc-

curs when a person in hot conditions stands up too quickly or has been on his/

her feet for a prolonged period of time without moving. When fainting happens 

as the result of a sudden change of position or prolonged standing, the condi-

tion is described as syncope, not heat stroke; cooling interventions should be 

started to avoid progression to heat stroke. As with any loss of consciousness, 

be on the lookout for secondary injuries related to the fall such as head or other 

bodily trauma. 

Keep in mind the onset of heat illness can occur rapidly and symptoms are not 

necessarily sequential.  

Prevention 

Now that we have a basic background on heat stroke/illnesses, we can talk about 

prevention. Prevention is too often only addressed after an incident occurs or at 

the end of an article like this one when it should be the fi rst thing on our minds. 

Before the hot season, adapt or acclimatize to hotter conditions safely. 

Typically, this process takes about 1-2 weeks of heat exposure. Increase work 

duration/intensity in a phased approach to allow the body to adapt to increas-

ing heat. In the Northeast, hot days can be randomly peppered in during mid- 

to late spring. Th e sudden arrival of hot days poses a high risk to lobstermen 

and other fi shermen because the environmental stressor (heat) has sharply in-

creased before physiologic adaptation has had a chance to occur. Th ese acute 

conditions require shorter work duration and decreased work intensity along 

with more frequent breaks.  

Hydrate long before departing the harbor, while at sea, and upon return. 

Th is means ensuring you have enough chilled water on board before you leave 

for the day. Drink water and include a sports drink to replace electrolytes dur-

ing prolonged sweating. Avoid caff eine and alcohol as both lead to dehydration.

While fi shing, take breaks to rest, cool off  and hydrate. Weather has always 

been a critical factor to fi shermen, and its implications for heat illness at sea 

are also important. Take note not only of the temperature but also the humidity. 

Th is combination gives the heat index, aka “feels like” temperature, and more 

accurately refl ects the increased thermal strain on the body. Consider down-

loading the OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration)-NIOSH 

Heat Safety Tool application on your phone. It uses your location-specifi c heat 

index to help guide decision making. Th e app also provides condition-specifi c 

recommendations, signs/symptoms of heat illness and fi rst aid guidance. A 

third factor in the mix is the amount of sunshine. Full sun adds 13oF while part-

ly cloudy adds 7oF. A sample work/rest schedule can be found at  www.cdc.gov/

niosh/mining/UserFiles/works/pdfs/2017-127.pdf.

Provide annual heat stress education for your crew. Preferably this training 

would be conducted in the spring before hot weather takes hold. Training ma-

terial is available from the NIOSH and OSHA websites. Beyond what has already 

been discussed above, remind the crew that individual factors and baseline fi t-

ness levels infl uence heat tolerance. Th ose with obesity, certain medications/

dietary supplements and acute or chronic illness, such as diabetes, are more 

susceptible. Establish and review emergency action plans with an emphasis on 

responding to heat stroke. Keep a few extra electrolyte/sports drinks on board 

in case of a heat-related illness on your vessel, or to provide to another crew 

during a Good Samaritan response. Whether you’re a crew of one or a captain 

of many, these precautions should keep you safe  out at sea or potentially save 

a life if a “hot” medical issue arises.  
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Tuna tackle shop moves to Damariscotta

Tightlines Tackle Co., specialists in bluefi n tuna gear, has relocated to 60 School 

Street in Damariscotta. Th e full-service tackle shop has been in business since 

1992. Tightlines now off ers a full vari-

ety of fi shing tackle for other saltwater 

fi sheries such as striped bass, halibut, 

cod, haddock, and mackerel as well as 

fresh water tackle for trout and bass.

A.C. Inc. purchases two Jonesport companies

A.C. Inc. in Beals has purchased Beals Lobster Company and Close to Coast 

Seafood, both located in Jonesport. Th e purchase of Beals Lobster Company 

adds four fi shing vessels to support the company’s growing hardshell clam busi-

ness. Th e purchase of Close to Coast will give the company access to fi ve buy-

ing stations between Campobello 

Island, New Brunswick and 

Milbridge, Maine. Th e company 

plans to add three new buying sta-

tions this summer in Washington 

County, Maine. A.C. Inc. Shellfi sh 

runs both lobster and hard-shell 

clam operations. Th e company is also one of the largest buyers of soft-shell 

clams and periwinkles in Maine andmaintains its own transport fl eet, shipping 

seafood from Maine to Boston six days a week. 

Maine food company wins MSC award

Bar Harbor Foods of Whiting was awarded the 2020 Marine Stewardship 

Council (MSC) United States Ocean Champion Award in June. Th e U.S. Ocean 

Champion Award was created to 

acknowledge and celebrate com-

mercial fi sheries partners who 

have gone above and beyond the 

MSC commitment to demonstrate 

their dedication to healthy oceans 

and a transparent supply chain. 

Th e company buys only sustainably harvested salmon, ocean clams, pollack 

and sardines for its products.  

Trenton business cuts a wide swath

Nautilus Marine Fabrication Inc. in Trenton 

is fi nding good uses for its Flow Waterjet. 

Th e machine emits a blast of water mixed 

with fi ne-grained sand through a slim noz-

zle to cut fl at stock into any shape, wheth-

er that is metal, stone, ceramic, plastic, 

composites, rubber, foam or wood. Water 

is blasted at 50,000 pounds of pressure per 

square inch and can cut to a thousandth 

of an inch specifi cation. Nautilus Marine 

Fabrication Inc. works with boat builders 

looking for precision parts or odd shapes. 

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE 
• CHROME

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on 
the internet: marin hyd

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721  

Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity

• Sealed tapered 
roller bearings
• Aluminum  Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable

• This unit will power 10” 
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and 
other small boats
• Log Splitter

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE 
PUMP 
$544.70

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

BUSINESS NEWS 

If you have news about your company’s products or services you would like the world to know about, send your 

information to melissa@mainelobstermen.org by the middle of each month.

Highest quality ropes made in Maine

SINK 

Cutting aluminum with the Flow 

Waterjet.
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LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR JULY (as of 6/25/21)

For more information, visit the DMR website
 www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture and select “Map & Lease Inventory (pending & current)”

The MLA  recommends you sign up for email alerts about aquaculture by selecting the big red email button 
at the bottom of their aquaculture page. 

Understand the process! You can make a difference!

DMR AQUACULTURE 

Scoping 
Session

Application
Submitted

Public
Comments

Site 
Review

Public
Hearing

DMR
Decision

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable
Standard Lease: term is up to 20 years, size is up to 20 acres and is renewable

Experimental Lease ApplicationsExperimental Lease Applications

Standard Lease ApplicationsStandard Lease Applications

Name of Applicant/Company Site Town Size Product Duration Status
Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat E of Western Head & Li'l Rvr Isl, Cutler Hrbr Cutler 4 acres Finfish 3 yrs Site Review Complete 3/20/2020
Barrows, Abigail Pickering Cove Southeast Harbor Deer Isle 4 acres Shellfish 3 yrs Comments Due 5/29/2021 4 pm
Coffin, Chad W of Moore Pt, NE of Pound of Tea, Harra-

seeket River
Freeport 1.62 acres shellfish 3 yrs appl submittedComments due 12/12/20

Whisky Stones, LLC E of Dogs Head, Harpswell Sound Harpswell 0.481 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd, Comments due 3/3/21
Chebeague Island Oyster Co. LLC NW of L'il Chebeague, Casco Bay Long Island 1.72 acres shellfish 3 yers Application submitted, comments due 5/8
Doyle, Victor E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay Mount Desert 1 acre Shellfish 3 yrs Public Hearing Postponed
Mussel Bound Inc. Barlett Narrows, Blue Hill Bay Mount Desert 3.55 acres Shellfish 3 yrs Public Hearing Scheduled 3/10/21 3:00pm
Dirigo Marine Resources, LLC E of Wolfe's neck, Recompense Bay So Freeport 3.85 acres Shellfish 3 yrs Lease is granted 6/24/21
Norumbega Oyster, Inc South of Merry Island, Damariscotta River South Bristol 3.96 Shellfish 3 yrs Comments due 2/6/2021
Johnson, Ezra et al. NE part of Burt Coat Harbor Swans Island 1.6 acres Shellfish 3 yrs Appl. rec'd 5/24; comments due 6/26/21
Hunt, Stewart Upper Basket Island Ledge, Casco Bay Yarmouth 3.9 acres Shellfish/algae 3 yrs App rec'd 5/24/21; comments due 6/26/21

Name of Applicant/Company Site Town Size Product Duration Status
Acadia Aqua Farms LLC NE of Sunken Ledge, Frenchmen Bay Bar Harbor 68.3 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 5/3/21; site review TBD
Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge Bar Harbor 32 acres shellfish 20 yrs Appl rec'd 5/7/21, site review TBD
Tightrope Farms south of Carlton Island, Salt Pond Blue Hill 7.25 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Lease is Granted 5/25/21
Johnson, Timothy SE of Barnes Pt, Middle Bay Brunswick 17 acres shellfish 20 yrs Appl rec'd 3/15/21, site review TBD
Nice Oyster Company, LLC E of Woodward Pt, New Meadows River Brunswick 4.49 acres Shellfish 10 yrs Appl rec'd 4/21/21; site review TBD
Hunt, Stewart N/NE of Seal Ledge, Casco Bay Chebeague Isl 13.75 Shellfish/algae 20 yrs App rec'd 6/8/21; site review TBD
Shearwater Ventures LLC E of Li'l Chebeague, Casco Bay: Long Isl and Chebeague Isl 3.79 acres Marine Algae 20 yrs Public Hearing 7/26/21 3 pm via online
Schoodic Seafarm LLC off Long Mill Cove, Gouldsboro Bay Corea 2.2 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 9/24/20; site review scheduled
Summit Point LLC NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth & Cumberland 100 acres Marine Algae 20 yrs Site Review pending as of 12/2/19
Dickenson, Christopher 800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River Damariscotta 1 acre Shellfish 20 yrs Public Hearing May 10 3 pm- remote
Dodge Cove Marine Farm SE of Dodge Pt Damariscotta 11.6 acres Shellfish 20 yrs draft app rec'd, scoping session 2/16/21
Spinney Creek Shellfish, Inc. NW of Rt 95 Bridge, Spinney Creek Eliot 2.75 acres Shellfish 20 yrs hearing sched for 6/16/21 
Coffin, Bailey W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay Freeport 6.84 acres shellfish 20 yrs Appl rec'd 6/16/21 - Site Review TBD
Harraseeket Oyster Co. S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco Bay Freeport 7 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site Review complete 9/4/20
Love Point Oysters, LLC SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay Freeport 4.78 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site Review complete 9/11/2020
Love Point Oysters, LLC S of Crab island, Casco Bay Freeport 4.15 acres Oysters 20 yrs Site review Pending as of 2/20/20
Maine Ocean Farms, LLC E of Wolfe's Neck,  Recompense Cove Freeport 9.88 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site Review complete 9/9/20
Cooke Aquaculture USA, Inc Off Black Island Frenchboro 15 acres Shellfish 20 yrs comments due Lease renewal 6/12/21
Islesboro Marine Enterprises, Inc NE of Flat Island, Penobscot Bay Islesboro 6 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Appl rec'd 4/1/21, site review TBD
Moosabec Mussels Inc. Off old Point, Jordan River Lamoine 89.78 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Lease renewal; comments due 6/26/21
Glidden Point Oyster Co. West shore, S of Jacks Pt, Damariscotta River Newcastle 5.5 acres Shellfish 10 yrs Lease is granted June 15, 2021
Maine Oyster Inc. E and S of Lehman Isl. Upper Sheepscot Rvr Newcastle 10 acres shellfish 20 yrs Appl rec'd 6/17/21; site review TBD
Hermit Island Oyster Co, LLC Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows Rivr Phippsburg 2.56 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Appl rec'd 5/26/21; site review TBD
Maine Fresh Sea Farms LLC Clark Cove, Damariscotta River So. Bristol 3.6 acres Marine Algae 10 yrs Appl rec'd 5/4/21, site review TBD
Frenchman Bay Oyster Co. W & S of Ingalls Isl. Sullivan Harbor Sorrento 5.85 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site Review pending as of 10/17/19
Dewey's Shellfish, LLC NW of Peters IslandDamariscotta River South Bristol 0.45 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Scoping Session sched 11/19/20 6 pm
Brewer, Robert E of Penobscot Bay SW of Andrews Island Stonington 3.26 acres shellfish 20 yrs Scoping Session 12/21/20 4 pm
Harvey, Brian W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western Bay Trenton 6 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site Review Pending as of 3/27/2020
Butterfield, Keith SE of Little Moshier Island Yarmouth 2.72 acres Shellfish/algae 20 yrs Appl rec'd 5/26/21; site review TBD
Henninger, Thomas Broad Cove, Casco Bay Yarmouth 5.9 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Application submitted 7/9/20
Maine Source Seafood E of Lane's Isl, Casco Bay Yarmouth 3.48 acres Oysters 20 yrs Public Hearing 3/16/2021
Moeser, Amanda S of Lanes Isl, Inner Casco Bay Yarmouth 9 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Public Hearing 7/12/21 3 pm, remote
Nickerson, Travis E of Blaney Pt Yarmouth 2.80 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Scoping session 5/30/21 10 am
Wolfe Neck Oyster Co. LLC SE of Lanes Island, Casco Bay Yarmouth 8 acres Shellfish 10 yrs Site Review complete 5/22/20

For an interactive source of pending lease applications, please see DMR’s new “Table of Lease Applications Under Review” where you can find maps and 
documentation with just one click. Go to: www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/leases/pending.html and click

INTERACTIVE DATA TABLE at the top of the list. 
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By Melissa Waterman

Rebecca Cox Hodgson does not pause for breath, not when she’s talking about 

things she’s passionate about such as lobstering, running or her father, John 

Cox. Th e 31-year-old Jonesboro native organized a 5K run held in late June to 

raise money for two charitable organizations in the state that help those suff er-

ing from cancer. It’s a topic Hodgson knows too well: her father was diagnosed 

with Stage 4 bladder cancer last year. 

“Whether I was hauling or clamming, my father has always been with me,” 

Hodgson said. “It was a shock when after he started 

treatment I was out there by myself.” Hodgson lob-

sters from a 21-foot Eastport-style boat called Last 

Two Cents previously owned by her father and before 

that her great-uncle. One day last year she was out 

hauling and brought up a strikingly colored lobster 

in a trap. “I was so excited I shouted out loud! But 

my dad wasn’t there to share it with,” she recalled. 

Hodgson looked at the lobster for some time. Just 

one claw, she realized, could exert tremendous pres-

sure, crushing its prey easily. She recognized that 

she too could exert pressure against the illness that 

was taking her father from her. “I can’t cure cancer 

but I can certainly raise money. I can raise money 

for non-profi t organizations that are helping peo-

ple in their cancer battles,” she said. “I wanted to do 

something to channel my fear.”

Hodgson and her brother had competed across 

the country in road races and marathons over 

the years. So the idea of a 5K road race to “Crush 

Cancer” came naturally. She approached the 

Jonesboro selectmen in February to get permission 

to hold a race on Evergreen Point Road which leads 

to the area where Hodgson and other lobstermen keep their boats. Proceeds 

would go to Sarah’s House, a place where those getting cancer treatments in 

Bangor can stay overnight in comfortable rooms for $15, and the Beth C. Wright 

Cancer Resource Center in Ellsworth. 

CRUSHING CANCER, ONE MILE AT A TIME
Meanwhile, her father was 

continuing to receive chemo-

therapy treatments throughout 

the winter in Bangor. Since get-

ting her student license at age 

10 and her Class I license at 

14, Hodgson had never begun 

a new lobstering season with-

out her father standing by her 

side. She decided to hold the 

5K race on his birthday, June 

27, complete with birthday cup-

cakes for the participants and a 

communal rendition of “Happy 

Birthday.”

“Th e theme of the race is lob-

sters. Th e logo, T-shirts and 

even the awards all have some-

thing to do with lobsters,” 

Hodgson said. Th e awards for 

winners in each age category 

are buoy toggles complete 

with rope, spray painted blue 

with the “Crush Cancer” logo 

prominently displayed. Th e fi rst man and woman across the line will receive a 

wire lobster sculpture made by John Cox. 

Hodgson energetically promoted the race on Facebook and other social media 

hoping perhaps 50 people would participate. “It just blew up. We have 159 peo-

ple signed up,” she said.

As of May, John Cox was found free of cancer although worrisome spots have 

turned up on his lungs. He is slowly returning to the fi shing and clamming that 

has been his lifelong career. His daughter, who now serves on the board of the 

Beth C. Wright Center, plans to continue to raise funds for organizations that 

help people like her father in their treatment and hoped-for recovery. “Cancer 

can be a very lonely experience. I felt that when I was alone on my boat without 

my dad,” Hodgson said. 

John Cox. Photo 

courtesy of R. 

Hodgson.

From left, Andrew Cox, John Cox, and 

Rebekah Cox Hodgson, on the day of 

the race. Photo by P. Roberts.
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In the
NEWS

RED LOBSTER FACES CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT

A California woman and a law fi rm specializing in class action suits are su-

ing Red Lobster for what they claim is deceptive advertising and falling short 

of the reastaurant’s own standards. Th e suit alleges that the restaurant chain 

menus falsely claim that their Maine lobsters are “traceable,” “sustainable” 

and “responsible.” Last year, the suit contends, the Gulf of Maine’s lobster fi sh-

ery had its sustainability certifi cation from the Marine Stewardship Council 

suspended after a federal judge found the U.S. lobster fi shery threatened en-

dangered North Atlantic right whales. Th e response from the Maine Lobster 

Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) was swift. “Th e fi shermen and the state have 

been working to protect right whales for over 20 years now and have made 

great strides,” stated Marianne LaCroix, executive director of MLMC. “Th e fi sh-

ermen have made a lot of changes in the gear that they use and the way that 

they fi sh in order to make it safer for right whales.”

DEEP SEA CORAL AMENDMENT NOW IN PLACE

Th e National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) enacted the New England 

Fishery Management Council’s Omnibus Deep-Sea Coral Amendment in June, 

eff ectively protecting deep-sea corals in an area roughly 25,000 square miles in 

size. Th e amendment was fi rst approved in 2019 after the Council developed 

the action and the NMFS approved it. Th e fi nal rule implements the amend-

ment, which prohibits the use of all bottom-tending gear — with the exception 

of red crab pots — along “the outer continental shelf in waters no shallower 

than 600 meters to the exclusive economic zone.” In addition to the large area 

of the outer continental shelf, the rule also protects an 8-square-mile area off  

Mount Desert Rock and a 31-square-mile area on the Outer Schoodic Ridge by 

prohibiting bottom tending mobile gear. Th ese protections do not aff ect lob-

ster gear. 

ELVER HARVEST BRINGS IN THE DOLLARS

Maine’s annual elver fi shing season ended with a statewide catch worth an esti-

mated $16.5 million, an $11.5 million increase over the value of the state’s 2020 

harvest. Global demand for elvers was abnormally low in 2020, due to closure of 

many restaurants around the world. Maine is allocated a total of approximately 

9,600 pounds of elvers each year. Last year fi shermen reached the harvest limit 

but only received an average of $525 per pound, which is the lowest average 

price since prices began rising after the 2010 fi shing season. Th is year, however, 

Maine fi shermen harvested slightly less than 9,000 pounds statewide; the n av-

erage price was $1,849 per pound, an increase of $1,324 per pound over 2020.

Scientists Identify Highest Number of Right Whale Calves in Years

Scientists have now identifi ed 18 pairs of mother and calf North Atlantic right 

whales this season, which is the highest number since 2013. Th e latest pair was 

spotted off  the coast of Nova Scotia on May 20, according to scientists at the 

New England Aquarium. Th e number of new calves is good news for the criti-

cally endangered species. Th is continues a slow rebound in right whale calving 

after zero calves were sighted in 2018, seven were sighted in 2019 and ten in 

2020. 

NEW NOAA WEBSITE ON RIGHT WHALE ACOUSTIC 
DETECTIONS

In May, NOAA launched its new Passive Acoustic Cetacean Map website. Users 

can view passive acoustic data on fi ve East Coast baleen whale species, includ-

ing North Atlantic right whales and humpback whales, from 2004 to the present. 

Th e data do have some limits: detectors aren’t always in the water, for instance; 

the animal could be located anywhere within the recorder’s detection range of 

roughly six miles; and while a vocalizing whale’s species is comparatively easy 

to identify, it’s nearly impossible to tell one right whale’s voice from another’s.

Last year, acoustic recorders documented right whale calls in state waters near 

York, near Monhegan Island, and near Lubec. Th ose detections were the clos-

est to shore in more than a decade. Th e maps show an abundance of recent, 

confi rmed detections to Maine’s south, in Cape Cod Bay, to the east, near Nova 

Scotia, and to the north, in Canada’s Gulf of St. Lawrence. Patrice McCarron of 

the Maine Lobstermen’s Association notes that the most recent detections are 

consistent with lobstermen’s observations that right whales rarely swim near 

Maine’s coastline. 

Th e Department of Marine Resources received more than $300,000 from the 

Maine Community Foundation to deploy seven passive acoustic monitors at 

sea. Th e new monitors will be installed later this summer. Sites aren’t fi nalized 

yet, but some might be placed in areas where federal regulators are considering 

seasonal fi shing closures. Some could go to areas off  Maine where right whales 

were known to congregate, and even breed, decades ago. Visit the website at 

https://apps-nefsc.fi sheries.noaa.gov/pacm/#.

NEW FACES AT NOAA

Rick Spinrad was confi rmed on June 17 by the U.S. Senate to be the next as 

NOAA administrator. Spinrad has been a scientist, educator, and executive 

whose career work has focused on promoting and protecting the oceans and 

their resources. Previously, he served as NOAA’s chief scientist and an assistant 

administrator for ocean services and coastal zone management. Among his 

chief priorities will be to develop a balance between environmental sustain-

ability and economic development.

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (DEM) head Janet 

Coit was named later in June to lead the National Marine Fisheries Service, 

also known as NOAA Fisheries. Coit served as the director of the Rhode 

Island’s DEM for a decade. Coit’s offi  cial titles will be assistant administrator, 

deputy NOAA administrator, and acting assistant secretary of commerce for 

oceans and atmosphere. In her new position she will once again work for U.S. 

Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo, who served as Rhode Island’s governor 

until her appointment by President Joe Biden.

SCIENTISTS IDENTIFY HIGHEST NUMBER OF RIGHT WHALE 
CALVES IN YEARS

Scientists have now identifi ed 18 pairs of mother and calf North Atlantic right 

whales this season, which is the highest number since 2013. Th e latest pair was 

spotted off  the coast of Nova Scotia on May 20, according to scientists at the 

New England Aquarium. Th e number of new calves is good news for the criti-

cally endangered species. Th is continues a slow rebound in right whale calving 

after zero calves were sighted in 2018, seven were sighted in 2019 and ten in 

2020. 
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New England Propeller

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and

Types of Propellers

Top 10 Distributor
for

Michigan Wheel

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Hale MRI 
3D Computerized

Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing

• Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
• Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
• Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
• Aluminum & Stainless Outboard

& I.O. Propellers

• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.

• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Shafting

Drive 
Savers

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —

Stuffing Boxes

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Check out our shipping rates!!!  2 Days to Alaska.  Overnight to Maine!!!



July 2021 |  LANDINGS  |  Page 23

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Addison, ME
207-483-2888

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

www.lobstertrap.com

July 3 

Moosabec Reach lobster Boat Races, USCG 

Station, Jonesport  

July 11

Stonington Lobster Boat Races, Billings 

Marine, Stonington, Join the MLA at this 

event!

July 12

Aquaculture Hearing for Amanda Moeser, 

Casco Bay, 3 pm, online. You must register at 

https://www.maine.gov/dmr to participate.

July 18 

Friendship Lobster Boat Races, Town Dock, 

Friendship. Join the MLA at this event!

July 23 

Professional Bull Riders, Bangor Cross 

Insurance Center. 800-732-1727. Discounts 

available to MLA members

Aquaculture Scoping Session, American 

Aquafarms Inc, Frenchman Bay, 4:30 pm, on-

line. You must register at https://www.maine.

gov/dmr to participate.  

July 25 

Harpswell Lobster Boat Races, Potts harbor, 

Harpswell. www.harpswellboatraces.com

July 26 

Aquaculture Hearing, Shearwater Ventures, 

Casco Bay, 3 pm, online.  You must register at 

https://www.maine.gov/dmr to participate. 

Aug. 3-5 

ASMFC Summer Meeting via webinar, www.

asmfc.org

Aug. 15 

Last day to enroll in ACA health insurance. 

Call Patty Lovell 207-860-4482

AND WE ARE OFF TO THE RACES AGAIN!

At the start in Boothbay Harbor. Photo by M. Leonard.

Engines were roaring as the 2021 Maine lobster boat racing season began in June. After many races 

last season were canceled due to the pandemic, this year boat owners and fans alike were ready for 

the action. 

On June 19 in Boothbay Harbor more than 40 lobster boats took off  in the fi rst of the 2021 lobster 

boat races. Some came from Beals Island, Harrington and Jonesport to take part. Others hailed 

from Gloucester and Hull, Massachusetts. 

On June 20, 64 boats turned up for the Rockland Harbor races. On a clear day with a sturdy breeze 

the races took place along the mile-long Rockland breakwater, giving spectators a clear view of the 

race courses.

Off  and running in Rockland Harbor. Photo J. Johansen.

Moving fast in Rockland Harbor. Photo J. Johansen.

Coming to the fi nishin Rockland. Photo J. Johansen.
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By Melissa Waterman

Many of Maine’s summer visitors are 

heading to the shore this month, to 

gaze at boats and docks and, of course, 

lobstermen heading out to sea. At the 

same time, Maine’s maritime museums 

are hosting a variety of marine-related 

exhibits designed to lure visitors and 

residents alike to their doors. From the 

sophisticated to the old-fashioned, these 

museums refl ect the centuries-long links 

between coastal communities and the 

Gulf of Maine. 

Th e Penobscot Marine Museum in Searsport kicks off  the summer with a new 

permanent exhibit in its Main Street Gallery.Th e collection of objects, photo-

graphs, and primary source documents explores how Maine’s maritime com-

munities built America’s merchant fl eet, constructed pre-Civil War America, 

engaged in global trade, and served as homeports as well as homesteads. 

Exhibit visitors will learn how the sea has infl uenced and continues to infl u-

ence daily life in the communities on and around Penobscot Bay. “Getting Our 

Bearings” is sponsored by Hamilton Marine and funded 

by the Maine Bicentennial Commission and Margaret E. 

Burnham Charitable Trust. 

Th e Sail Power and Steam Museum in Rockland off ers 

visitors a large array of items refl ecting global maritime 

history as well as Rockland’s past. Th e Museum was cre-

ated by Camden captain Jim Sharp and his wife, drawing 

on their wide-ranging collection of signifi cant maritime 

artifacts. Th e Museum features a fi ne collection of ves-

sels, some in the water, and others to be housed in a new 

4,000-square-foot boat building, complete with a steeple 

which will hold a fully functioning Foucault Pendulum, 

under construction now. 

Th e Marshall Point Lighthouse 

Museum in Port Clyde in-

cludes the lighthouse, the 

1880’s keeper’s house, a sum-

mer kitchen, late-19th-cen-

tury barn and the original oil 

house. Within the keeper’s 

house is a small but rich col-

lection that focuses on the 

lighthouse’s history and that 

of the historic industries of 

the St. George peninsula such 

as granite quarrying and ship-

building. Th ere is also a re-

search room where visitors 

can study photographs and 

documents related to the area’s history.

If you are interested in a truly personal collection, then make your way to 

Jonesport to visit the Maine Coast Sardine History Museum. Jonesport once 

was home to as many as 15 sardine canneries, from small family-operated busi-

nesses to large corporations such as the William Underwood Company. Slowly 

those canneries and the industry they supported faded, 

with the last facility in Prospect Harbor closing in 2010. 

To preserve that part of the past, Ronnie and Mary 

Peabody, a Jonesport couple, started collecting sardine 

memorabilia. Eventually they raised enough money to 

construct a small building next to their home to dis-

play their collections, opening the Maine Coast Sardine 

History Museum in 2008. Exhibits include hundreds of 

photographs, original sardine cans, labels, packaging, 

crates, and letterheads as well as original fi shing, pro-

cessing, and canning equipment. Among the displays is 

a mounted collection of cutting scissors belonging to lo-

cal women who worked in the various canneries, each 

pair etched with the individual woman’s name.

MAINE’S SALTY PAST LIVES ON IN ITS MANY MUSEUMS

Herring fi shing equipment at the 

Sardine Museum.

A nautical ropes collection at the Sail 

Steam and Power Museum.

Part of “Getting Our 

Bearings.”
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