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PROPOSED PESTICIDE BAN
OVERSIMPLIFIES PROBLEM
By Sarah Paquette
A bill seeking to protect Maine’s
lobster industry from two pesticides was voted ought not to pass
by the Legislature’s Agriculture,
Conservation
and
Forestry
Committee in February. The bill
proposed to ban the use of two pesticides used to control mosquito
populations in any body of water that
drains into the Gulf of Maine or on

Purdue University Extension Service
photo.

LOBSTER SETTLEMENT INDEX
SHOWS CHANGES

land where the pesticides could enter
the Gulf of Maine in runoff.
Representative
Mick
Devin
(D-Newcastle) presented LD 1678
to the committee on Agriculture,
Conservation, and Forestry on behalf
of Representative Kumiega (D-Deer
Isle). Devin was the sole supporter of
the bill before the committee. He said
Maine should follow Connecticut’s
ban of pesticides methoprene and
resmethrin to protect the lobster
fishery, which generated $340 million
in gross revenue in Maine in 2012.
“We should not be doing anything
that impacts [lobsters] negatively,” he
said to the committee.
MLA executive director Patrice
McCarron thanked Rep. Kumiega for
putting the bill forward and elevating
the profile of pesticides as a threat to
lobster and other commercial marine species, but said that the MLA
does not agree with the proposed

By Melissa Waterman
Maine lobstermen know that there
are a lot of lobsters on the bottom.
Whether due to warmer water or the
decades-long conservation efforts
of lobstermen, Homarus americanus
has been turning up in traps in unprecedented numbers during the
past several years.
But, as stock brokers are quick to
tell potential investors, past performance is no guarantee of future returns. What lobstermen find in their
traps today is not necessarily what
they will find in those same traps in
coming years.
Carl Wilson, lobster biologist at the
Department of Marine Resources
(DMR), refers to data gathered from
the American Lobster Settlement
Index as he speaks. The settlement
index (at www.umaine.edu/marine/
people/sites/rwahle/ALSIPage.htm) is

a collaborative monitoring program
that generates annual data on the
density of newly settled lobsters in
nursery areas along the New England
and Atlantic Canada coasts. It provides researchers with a sense of
how many lobsters are in a specific
year class, important information for
assessing future abundance of the
stock. The index has been funded in
Maine by the DMR since 2000 and the
surveys conducted by DMR researchers since 2005.
“We now have three years of declining settlement in most areas,” Wilson
explained. “With three years of poor
settlement there’s a good chance
this lack of lobsters will work its way
through the population.” Typically a
Gulf of Maine lobster requires roughly seven years to reach legal size, although that rate of growth will vary
based on environmental factors. So,
it is likely that the diminished numContinued on page 20
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In order to protect public health and consumer confidence while
building on recently received data, the Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) closed a small area at the mouth of the Penobscot
River to harvesting of crabs and lobsters for a minimum of two
years. The closure of an area that extends from Wilson Point across
to Fort Point and north into the river took effect February 22.
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

March can be a tough month. The weather runs the gamut
from snow and bitter cold to rain and screaming winds. It’s
a month to hunker down and prepare for the calmer days of
April. One good thing about March is that the months kicks
off with the Maine Fishermen’s Forum, the annual gathering of fishermen, scientists, marine resource managers
and business owners at the Samoset Resort in Rockport.
It’s a time to learn more about the state of New England’s
multiple fisheries, check out new gear and equipment at
the Trade Show, and catch up with friends and colleagues
from throughout the region.
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This month’s story on the health of lobstermen takes a look
at the ergonomics of lobstering. Yes, ergonomics. Fishing
puts stress and strain on even the strongest bodies. Health
researcher Ann Backus discusses techniques that lobstermen and other fishermen can use to protect themselves
from injuries on the job. Landings mentioned last month
the untimely passing of Cape Neddick lobsterman Billy
McIntire, son of MLA member Sonny McIntire. Billy was
also an accomplished tuna fisherman. This month we have
a story by one of Billy’s friends who had the opportunity
to take part in a deep-sea tuna
fishing trip with cast members
of Wicked Tuna, in part to commemorate Billy’s life.

This month Landings also
catches up on a number of issues facing Maine’s coastal comLandings also continues its semunities. We take a look at the
ries on the business of lobsterstate of the lobster fishery as reing. Being a fisherman requires
flected in the American Lobster
a signficant capital investment,
Settlement Index, an annual
the largest of which is your boat.
survey conducted in Atlantic
Most fishermen insure their
Canada, Maine, New Hampshire,
boat in case of loss or sinking.
Massachusetts and Rhode
But how many also carry protecIsland to monitor the density
tion and indemnity coverage?
of juvenile lobsters on the botP&I, as it is known, is a critical
tom. The survey helps fisheries
tool for fishermen to consider
managers and lobstermen preas a way to protect personal and
dict what the stock may be like
Despite the notoriously poor weather, March begins
business assets in the event of
in seven years’ time, when many
cheerfully with the Maine Fishermen’s Forum, an
an accident, particularly one
lobsters reach legal size. For the
event which brings all members of New England’s fishing community together. Mark Haskall photo
which results in an injured crew
past three years the settlement
member. Landings gives an
index has shown a decrease in
the abundance of juvenile lobsters in different areas of the overview of the importance of P&I and the consequences
coast, causing some scientists to worry about the stock’s to a fisherman of not having it.
future.
We also meet an 84-year-old Vinalhaven lobsterman who
March 31 marks the deadline for individuals to enroll in
a health insurance plan through the Affordable Care Act.
Health insurance navigator April Gilmore will lead a seminar on Friday afternoon during the Forum to provide an
overview on the Affordable Care Act (ACA) with information on how Maine fishermen can enroll and panelists will
review the health plans available through Maine’s Health
Insurance Marketplace. Those who want to enroll in health
insurance can make an appointment with a navigator during the Forum from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, February 28,
and Saturday, March 1. If you can’t make it to the Forum,
Landings highlights the deadline for health insurance enrollment, provides information to those considering enrolling and discusses the penalties for those who choose
not to enroll.

served our country overseas and taught German at the
University of Maine. He talks about his experiences growing up in the lobster industry and his love of lobstering.
The days are getting a little bit longer. Spring and a new
fishing season are just around the corner. For some that
means new equipment and gear. So please take the time to
look at the businesses, featured in our annual business insert, who support Landings and are the bedrock of Maine’s
lobster industry.

The advertising deadline is the
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Please contact April Gilmore
(april@mainelobstermen.org or
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from the dock: What do consumers think fishermen do?
To the editor:
I recently overheard a conversation
in which a woman said something
about First World problems and
having too many protein choices. I
thought this was really interesting.
Here in the U.S. we have access to lots
of different fish species, plus beef,
poultry, pork, etc. But did you know
the #1 consumed protein in the world
is goat? We don’t eat lots of goat in
the U.S. I can’t imagine that a lot of
America’s intolerant, picky eaters
would line up to try goat but in a lot
of areas of the world, goat is easy to
raise and cheap to eat.
Sometimes I wonder what some consumers think fishermen do. The consumers I’m talking about are the ones
who love seafood but hate fishing.
The ones who consider themselves
green, drive a Prius, and proudly
boast that they only eat sustainable
seafood green-labeled on Seafood
Watch (I know I threw a few stereotypes out there but… if the Prius fits).
What do they think American fishermen are doing on the water that is
so horrible? Why are they so unwilling to learn more about the fishing
industry here in the U.S. but rather
blindly follow a guide like Seafood
Watch?
In America we have a variety of fish
species, and yet we still import most
of our seafood to eat and export most
of the seafood we catch. The seafood
we import is not as well regulated as
our own, it has traveled a distance

and is not as fresh, and is overall just
not as good as Maine lobster or Gulf
of Maine groundfish or P.E.I. mussels
... yup, I’m including the Maritimes.
So, this is what I’ve decided:
Consumers, everything is your fault.
If you would quit buying seafood
that has been imported and cease to
blindly abide by Seafood Watch, the
state of our oceans and the species
that live there would be much better.
Let me explain:
1. The fishing industry is complicated. I get confused by all the acronyms and regulating bodies and
management councils and permits
and licenses. Do I need my federal
permit or should I get rid of it? Oh
shit, I should have kept it if I want
to go tuna fishing this year! I used to
get kind of frustrated because most
of these management bodies don’t
describe fish as food. I mean, fishermen are out there harvesting live animals, animals that we want to make
sure are around in the future so that
we can admire them and catch them
and eat them. Those buggers MOVE
and migrate and swim, and can you
believe they don’t sit still so we can
count them? It’s a big ol’ guessing
game... or science.
2. I’ve said it once and I’ll say it a million more times: The United States
has the most regulated fisheries in
the world. Those confusing bodies I
was just speaking of are sometimes
kooks, sometimes redundant, maybe
over the top, but the bottom line is

they regulate the U.S. fisheries more
than other nations regulate fisheries in other areas. We import seafood
from those other areas to eat. So,
consumers are voting for the other
team with their dollars. They are
voting AGAINST the guy who lives
in Maine with his family and works
hard throughout the year to abide by
regulations, fill out all of the correct
paperwork, and make a good, honest
living.
3. Fishermen have been de-humanized. Fishermen are people, too.
Farmers are not the only humans
that harvest food. But because of
generalized seafood guides, the fact
that the industry is regulated as a
fishery (rather than a food harvesting business), and because people
have a general misunderstanding of
how fishing boats and gear operate
and change there is a general disconnect between fisherman, the ocean,
and the species/food harvested. I
also think that humans share a deep
interest in the ocean and that we are
more likely to feel a more empathetic
connection to “save the ocean” than
we are to “save the fishermen.” The
group that feels most strongly about
saving the fishermen are the fishermen and their communities because
we have a deep empathetic connection in each other.
4. Where do we even start to create
change without blowing up the whole
thing? I’ve been thinking about this
one a lot because I tend to work in

Monique Coombs lives on Orrs Island.
She writes about fishing, lobstering
and local food production on her blog,
at www.lobstersonthefly.org. Photo
courtesy of Monique Coombs.

a grassroots manner. I also believe
small changes can bring big changes
and that good organizing directed at
forward-thinking, organized goals
can lead to a change in how we view
something. Ya know. Sort of a let’sstop-seeing-things-as-half-emptyand-alter-our vision-so-that-we-cansee-things-as-half-full-approach.
We need to begin in our own communities. I read once that if you want
to feed the world you should start by
feeding your own community.
Consumers should really be encouraged to spend their dollars on local
seafood and think outside the seafood guides.
TV networks should embrace the
food and human aspect of the fishing
Continued on page 18

working waterfront protection funds once again
available
MLA staff
Once again owners of coastal properties in Maine used for commercial fishing
activities have an opportunity to ensure that their land continues to serve the
fishing industry in the future. The Working Waterfront Access Pilot Program
(WWAPP) is accepting applications until May 6 for securing working waterfront property.

million for the WWAPP. The funds were not released by the Governor’s office
until last year.

The genesis of the WWAPP came in the early 2000s, when concerned legislators, nonprofit organizations and fishermen noticed that there were very few
miles of Maine coast dedicated to commercial fishing purposes. In addition, the ever-increasing real estate valuation of waterfront property resulted in huge tax bills for
businesses such as boatyards and lobster wharves, adding
even more pressure to beleaguered property owners. The
Working Waterfront Coalition, a loose confederation of
concerned people and organizations, drew the attention
of the state Legislature to the problem. In response the
Legislature amended the Land for Maine’s Future Board’s
mandate to include preservation of working waterfront
properties. Two million dollars were made available in
2005 through a state bond for the first round of funding
through the new WWAPP.

When a project receives funding, the property’s development rights are extinguished through the sale of a working waterfront covenant.
The covenant is a legally binding deed restriction held by
DMR. The covenant protects all current and future fisheriesrelated uses of the land by prohibiting all conflicting nonfisheries activities (i.e. condos, marinas, restaurants). The
covenant does allow a degree of mixed use provided those
uses are compatible with fisheries use and would provide
the property owner with flexibility to remain financially viable. The property owner also retains all other rights of ownership.

The WWAPP is managed by the Maine Department of Marine Resources in
concert with the Land for Maine’s Future program. Coastal Enterprises Inc. is
contracted to assist individuals and businesses with the application process.

The goal of the WWAPP
is to provide matching
funds to help businesses,
co-ops, municipalities
and other entities secure
important working waterfront properties.

The goal of the WWAPP is to provide matching funds to help businesses, coops, municipalities and other entities secure important working waterfront
properties. These funds can be used to purchase access easements, rights of
way, or development rights on properties entirely dedicated to commercial
fisheries uses. Mixed use properties can also be considered as long as there is
commercial fishing access associated with the property.
An additional $3 million was provided for the program in 2007. Then in 2010
Maine voters again approved a larger conservation bond that provided $1.7

If and when the owner chooses to sell the property, the State
has a “right of first refusal” to assure that the land will be
valued at its working waterfront value. This ensures that the
property remains affordable to someone who will use it for commercial fishing
activities. In this way, the land will remain forever available to fishermen and
not be converted to a residential or other non-fishery use.
There are six criteria that DMR is looking for in potential projects. A favorable
project is one that is:
•

An active working waterfront which is strategically significant to the local,
regional and state fisheries related economies;

Continued on page 19
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MLA MEMBER PROFILE:

Doug Hall, Vinalhaven

By Melissa Waterman
“I joined the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association the next year after it got
started. It just made sense – people
sticking together to get a better deal,”
explained Vinalhaven lobsterman
Doug Hall, 84.
Part of Hall’s motivation in joining the MLA in 1955 came from his
family background and part simply
from his friendship with MLA president Les Dyer, a fellow islander. “My
grandfather was part of the granite
workers union and my father was a
union man. I wanted to be part of it
[the MLA]. Plus Les Dyer – what a
character!” Leslie Dyer, a Vinalhaven
lobsterman, was the dynamic first
president of the MLA. The association had been formed late in 1954
at the close of a season when lobster prices dropped to 25 cents per
pound.
Hall started out life as a commercial
fisherman, “longlining, everything!”
he said with a laugh. As a young
man, he fished for hake around the
island from a rowboat. “I’d go down
to Otter Island, Brimstone, you know.
My brother had a power boat and we
were fishing the same grounds. One
time I missed the tide and had to
row back against the wind. That was
tough.”
Eventually Hall bought a 26-foot ves-

Returning to Vinalhaven after retiring, Doug Hall rebuilt an old peapod,
from which he sets his traps today.
Photo courtesy of Jim Luton.

sel known as a Smithy boat. Flash
drew 4.5 feet and had a 9-foot beam.
Built in 1918, Hall’s boat was a stylish
vessel, “like a sloop,” he said. He installed a 6-cylinder Chevy engine and
set up a little gaff rig, and once again
turned his hand to fishing.
But within a year he entered the
Army. It was the time of the Korean
War. “Me and my friend went in to
Camden to talk to the officer there,”
Hall recalled. “We knew we’d be
drafted. We wanted to be in the amphibious engineers because we didn’t
want to get shot at.” Instead he was
assigned to the combat engineering
corp. After a year in battle zones, Hall
rotated out of Korea and eventually
ended up in Germany.
“I was there so I thought I should
learn German. I didn’t like not know-

ing what they were saying about me,”
he explained. “I swiped a beginning
German book out of the library. Got
to remember to take that book back
one of these days!” That interest in
the German language stayed with
Hall after he was discharged from the
Army and took up his studies at the
University of Maine. In fact, he ended
up becoming an assistant professor
of German, eventually teaching at his
alma mater.
Hall retired from teaching twenty
years ago and returned to the island
to lobster. He rebuilt an 18-foot Novi
boat but deep down, Hall wanted
something more. He wanted a peapod. “Some friends knew where there
was an old one [on the island]. We
went up to have a look at it. It’s a
peapod built for working, not a fancy
one,” Hall said. So he bought the rowboat and refurbished it. “It’s about
as old as I am,” Hall said cheerfully.
“Turns out it was built by Gus David,
father-in-law of Phil Dyer. Phil made
some fancy ones. When I was getting
ready to turn her over [after rebuilding] I took all sorts of photos. It was
beautiful from every angle.”
But lobstering is not the only thing
he does: Hall writes poetry. “When
I was a boy during the Depression,
my grandmother had the big house
across from the church [in Carver’s
Harbor]. She read poetry to me eve-

ry day. It gets to be a part of you,” he
said. He is a strong supporter of the
Vinalhaven Public Library and served
as a library trustee for several years.
Hall continues to haul from his peapod in the waters around Vinalhaven,
although he concedes he is hauling

At the University of Maine in 1958,
Hall, second from left, served as
president of the honorary German
Society. University of Maine photo.

fewer traps these days than he did
decades ago. “I’m not interested in
motors. I need to get my hands in the
water,” he explained. Hall remains a
staunch supporter of the MLA. “It’s
pretty simple. I believe in people
banding together to get their rights.”
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TUNA FISHING IN MEMORY OF A LOST FISHERMAN
By Shelley Wigglesworth
A writing opportunity with National
Geographic television and National
Fisherman came to me in September,
2013. The summer had ended with
the harrowing loss of an old flame,
Maine lobsterman and tuna fisherman William “Billy Mac” McIntire of
Cape Neddick. Billy was captain of
his boat, F/V Clover, out of Perkins
Cove in Ogunquit. McIntire was lost
at sea saving the life of another person in late August that year.
The writing assignment I was offered would allow me to fish for bluefin tuna with the cast and crew of
National Geographic Channel’s popular reality show “Wicked Tuna.” I arrived in Gloucester, Massachusetts,
on a Monday afternoon in early
September to meet the captains, cast
and crew of “Wicked Tuna.” I soon
found out that most knew Billy Mac
and many had fished with him. Those
who didn’t know him and hadn’t
fished with him had all heard of him.
It was no secret that Billy Mac was
an exceptional fisherman, brought
up on the ocean by his father Sonny
McIntire along with his two brothers
Bobby and Shane McIntire and his
sister Kim McIntire.
Tuna fishing was undoubtedly Billy
Mac’s true passion, and he was one
of the best tuna fishermen in New

opportunity to dart presented itself
within the first fifteen minutes or so,
but a whitecap foiled that plan, giving the fish more time to fight. And
fight it did.

England. Ironically, he had completed a screen test for “Wicked Tuna”
just a few months before his untimely
passing.
I was immediately comforted by the
stories these Gloucester fishermen
shared about Billy Mac. In return, I
shared a few of my own stories and
memories of him. Our “Billy Mac”
connection solidified our new friendship, and I felt right at home with
these fine men and women.
On the day of the tuna fishing trip, I
arrived at the dock at 2:30 a.m. The
F/V Tuna.com was ready and waiting. Shortly after 3:30 a.m. we were
steaming out to the fishing grounds.
On board was boat owner and
Captain Dave Carraro, deckhands
Sandro Maniaci and Garon Mailman,
a National Geographic representative
and a National Geographic cameraman.
By dawn we were approximately 18
miles offshore in water depths of
more than 200 feet. The crew set up
rods around the perimeter of the
boat, baited up and began chumming. We spent the next few hours
chumming, waiting and watching the
screen onboard for underwater indicators of impending fish.
By 7:30 a.m. we were seeing some activity on the screen. A cat-and-mouse
chase began between us and the elu-

The next few hours were nail biters,
some of the most intense hours I have
ever experienced. The sheer power of
the fish was frightening yet exciting
as well. We knew it was a good-size
fish because it pulled the boat for almost three miles. At times it seemed
as though the fish was never going to
succumb.

Billy McIntire hard at work. Photo by
Claire Bigbee.

sive tuna fish we were soon to be in
competition with. The crew became
more alert; eyes were glued to the
screen in anticipation. It had been
nineteen long days since they bagged
a keeper tuna, and spirits were low.
A little after 9 a.m. the moment we
had all been hoping and praying for
happened: we hooked up with a tuna!
Then the real or should I say “reel” action began.
Like clockwork, all three of the crew
members went into full work mode.
Maniaci immediately took the wheel
while Carraro shouted out directions
loud and clear while he reeled. An

Finally, at around noon the rod literally curled over. The fish was getting
weaker and its weakness became
our strength. We could see color as
it was dragged up to the surface just
feet behind the boat still putting up
whatever fight it had left in its massive, tired body.
Carraro singlehandedly grabbed the
dart, positioned himself and made a
precise and direct hit. He pulled the
fish in even closer and Maniaci followed by stabbing at the gills with a
few forceful quick jabs. The bleeding
out began.
The mood on the boat at that point
was euphoric, an indescribable, intense natural high like none other.
The real celebrating did not officially begin however until the fish was
safely hauled onboard and secured. It
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HEALTH INSURANCE OPEN ENROLLMENT ENDS THIS MONTH!
By April Gilmore
The deadline for individuals to get
enrolled in a health insurance plan
is almost here! The March 31 deadline applies to plans sold through the
Health Insurance Marketplace, and
to private plans sold directly by the
company. If you miss the deadline,
you won’t be able to enroll in coverage until next year’s open enrollment
period which is proposed to start in
November 2014.
The only way you can buy a health
plan outside of open enrollment is if
you qualify for a special enrollment
period. There are a variety of ways to
qualify for a special enrollment such
as having a baby; moving to another
state; the loss of minimum essential
coverage due to situations such as
job loss, divorce, or change in family
status; gaining or losing eligibility for
premium tax credits or cost sharing
subsidies; marketplace errors which
occurred when you enrolled in an
insurance plan; or if the insurance
company breaks the contract.
If you choose not to enroll in health
insurance coverage before the end of
March, be aware that you may have
to pay a penalty to the IRS when you
file your taxes for 2014. The penalty
could be up to 1% of your household
income. So depending on how much

you earn, the penalty could be a costly expense.
The open enrollment period has
been a bumpy road, but we’re finding a smoother ride compared to
where we were in October. Many
people are now completing their applications without a hitch, although
some are still struggling to get applications through the Web site.
Remember, if you would like to apply for federal subsidies toward your
health care costs, the only way to
do this is through the marketplace
at www.healthcare.gov or by calling
the Health Insurance Marketplace
call center at 1-800-318-2596. If you
purchase private insurance directly
through the insurance company, you
will not qualify for any subsidies. You
enroll for coverage by the 15th of the
month for your coverage to start on
the 1st of the following month.
I recently enrolled myself in a new
health insurance plan, so I understand first-hand what it takes to complete an application online. On my
first try, the Web site could not process my application and I was sent a
message to try back in 24 hours. The
next day I tried again. This time I was
able to get half way through, but ran
into another glitch. The system was
“down” and couldn’t give me my eligibility results to see if I qualified for

a federal subsidy. The third try was a
charm. I was able to log back in, continue where I left off and receive my
eligibility results.
I was able to enroll in the plan that
I had researched ahead of time on
www.healthsherpa.com, but I was
unable to make my first premium
payment on www.healthcare.gov and
was directed to contact the company.
I called the company and made my
payment directly over the phone.
After your application is processed
on www.healthcare.gov, make sure
you call and confirm with the company you enrolled in that they have
received your application and that
you understand your options for premium payments each month.
One question I am asked often is,
“how do I estimate my income for
2014?” Many factors influence your
income each year, so it can be complicated to foresee what you’ll end
up with for household income at the
end of the year. The application requires you to make an estimate, so
just make your best guess for what
you think your income will be at the
end of this year. Most people do this
by referencing their income over the
past few years. If things change with
your income at some point later
you can update your application.
Updating your income will affect the

April Gilmore is an MLA staff
member trained as an ACA Navigator.

amount of subsidy offered: more income will result in a smaller subsidy,
less income will lead to an increased
subsidy. When you update your application, your premium amount will
also adjust accordingly. This feature
is available on www.healthcare.gov
for you to do on your own, or you can
seek help from a navigator or call the
marketplace call center.
Remember that the MLA is here to
help you with all of this. If you need
guidance to do it on your own, or you
want to meet with someone in person to do an application, the MLA
can help connect you. Enrolling in
health coverage is your choice, and
there are good choices out there. Call
the MLA to help you find out what’s
available before March 31, 2014.

MAINE HEALTH INSURANCE
ENROLLMENT STRONG
These are the top five states that surpassed enrollment targets through Jan. 31 for private insurance
plans purchased on the federal health exchange.
Maine is the first in the nation among the 35 states
that use the federal exchange. As a whole, the U.S.
enrolled 3.3 million people, 75 percent of its 4.4 million target.

State target
14,260

actual

% over

20,511

44%

New Hampshire 11,780

16,863

43%

Maine

North Carolina 118,420 160,161 35%
Idaho

24,800

32,899

33%

Wisconsin

48,980

56,436

15%

Source: U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services
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REMARKABLE PEOPLE:

Rick Wahle, lobster research scientist
of the lobster thing even while I was
there. Rhode Island is a big lobster
producing state, so I established
monitoring sites there, too. Two of
them continue to this day,” Wahle
said. In 1993 New Brunswick started
monitoring juvenile lobster settlement. Soon after, more Maine monitoring sites were established, as well
as several more in Atlantic Canada.

By Nancy Griffin
Rick Wahle, lobster research scientist and professor at the University
of Maine’s Darling Center in Walpole,
really didn’t plan to concentrate on
lobster when he began his studies
in zoology. He finished his undergraduate work at the University of
New Hampshire, then went off to
San Francisco for a Masters degree
in marine science, where he did a lot
of work on shrimp. After that, in the
early 1980s, he worked at a science
museum in Connecticut.
“I was looking for the next opportunity. I learned of work going on at
the University of Maine and was particularly intrigued by Bob Steneck’s
work,” said Wahle, a focused man
with an intent gaze. “I was intrigued
with his paleontologist’s world view.
I already had an interest in crustaceans and I wanted to broaden my
experience.”
So he came to Maine for his PhD,
worked with Steneck, who was based
at the Darling Marine Science Center
in Walpole, and developed an interest
in lobsters “that became a passion.”
That passion led Wahle to develop
the American Lobster Settlement
Index (ALSI), now a critical part of
regional lobster stock assessment.
Soon after he arrived in Maine, Wahle
began diving with Steneck, doing tidal observations of lobsters and trying
to assess the population. “I sank my
teeth into lobster. It became clear
there was a really big gap in our understanding of this important species,” said Wahle. “Where do baby
lobsters go? Where are the nurseries?”
“I was starting to see little lobsters,
but they were hard to catch. I would
dive for hours on multiple sites and
see only one or two,” he said. “I talked
to old hands, fishermen and scientists who pointed me at places that
might prove productive. I was looking under rocks, in kelp, all kinds of
places. I found more [juvenile lobsters] under rocks, especially around
Damariscove Island.”
In 1987, Wahle experienced a revelation. “There are so few moments in
science to have an “Aha!” moment,”
he said with a smile. “That was my
biggest.” That’s when he devised a
vacuum “air lift suction sampler” using a PVC tube, an air line and a scuba
tank, to sample baby lobsters. Using
the vacuum allowed him to find all
the tiny lobsters contained within
a selected area. He “hit pay dirt” off
Damariscove Island, where he found
lots of babies.
“I knew the larvae were in the water
column in late summer, early fall, so
I knew when to go after them, when
I was most likely to see babies in the
nursery ground,” Wahle explained. “I
started monitoring the sites for the
pulse of baby lobsters.
“The potential was clear from the
beginning,” he continued. “I had an

Rick Wahle, University of Maine
professor, wanted to know where the
juvenile lobsters lived. And he found
out! Photo by Nancy Griffin.

opportunity to keep my fingers on
the pulse of baby lobsters as a separate size group, a quantifiable unit—
thumbnail size.” By 1990, he had completed his PhD on the topic. He began
collaborating with marine biologist
Lew Incze, a scientist then at Bigelow
Lab. Beginning in 1989, they set up
monitoring sites in John’s Bay and
Damariscove Island.
A second part of Wahle’s research on
lobsters coincided with an emerging area of marine ecology. “People
were becoming increasingly aware
of the effect in marine populations of
fluctuations in larval supply on adult
populations,” he explained. Fisheries
researchers use “year-class strength”
to predict future populations. Such
data was not being used to predict
future populations of Homarus americanus. “The Australians monitor
settlement of their spiny lobster in
West Australia. We wanted to emulate that,” Wahle explained. “The notion of fluctuation in the year-class
strength challenged the notion of a
stable equilibrium of lobster abundance we could expect over time.
They’re subject to vagaries that afflict
all species.”
Prior to settlement monitoring, researchers had only the inshore trawl
survey done by states to estimate
stocks for inshore fisheries, including
lobster. By studying the settlement
rates of very young lobsters, scientists could gain a better idea of what
might affect populations. “It gave
us a window into something people
hadn’t been able to quantify. Now
with the settlement index, we had
two windows on the lobster population,” said Wahle. “In theory, we can
track the little settlers to the time
they appear in harvest, seven or eight
years, depending on how fast they
grow. The goal was to see how effective it could be as a tool.”
Wahle took a break from his lobster
research to go to Brown University
in Providence, Rhode Island, for
two years, studying barnacle larval
recruitment. Since barnacles stay
put on rocks, observing them was a
model system for understanding the
birth-death process. But lobsters
stuck in his mind. “I couldn’t let go

In 1994, Wahle traveled to Galway,
Ireland, looking for lobster nurseries
off the island’s west coast and around
the Channel Islands. “After diving
throughout September and October,
not one baby lobster was found, even
in places seeded by their hatchery,”
said Wahle. “We found a greater diversity of predatory fish and crustaceans such as cunners, snapping
shrimp and galathea.” The problem
in Ireland was competition. “They are
all pretty fierce competitors for shelter,” said Wahle. “If the little lobsters
don’t get shelter, they fall victim to
predatory fish. Our cod and predatory fish are fished down, so the increase in lobster in the Gulf of Maine
directly correlates with the decline
in body size of all predator fish. Our
lobsters are enjoying a virtually predator-free world now. I think it’s a big
part of the expansion of lobster we
see, especially in eastern Maine.”
Lobster settlement monitoring sites
eventually were set up in Nova Scotia,

Newfoundland and Prince Edward
Island. Now the American Lobster
Settlement Index has more than 100
sites where surveys are conducted
during the settlement season, between August and October each year.
However, researchers soon learned
that fluctuations in settlement didn’t
tell the whole story for forecasting recruitment. In the early 1990s
Narragansett Bay monitoring sites
showed a great abundance of lobster in Rhode Island. That changed
dramatically in the next decade. “All
the nursery habitat was full [in the

Determining how many “young of the
year” lobsters exist gives a hint about
future abundance. Photo courtesy of
Bigelow Laboratory.

1990s],” explained Wahle. “In 20112012, we did another survey from
Narragansett Bay into deeper water. Long Island Sound was empty,
Continued on page 17
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Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 207.594.7518
1st VP: Jim Dow
Bass Harbor, 207.288.9846
2nd VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 207.259.3306
Sec/Treasurer: Arnold Gamage, Jr.
So. Bristol, 207.644.8110
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596.0177
Shane Carter, Bar Harbor, 288.0236
Dwight Carver, Beals, 497.2895
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372.6429
Jim Henderson, Camp Ellis, 468.4363
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255.3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633.6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526.4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244.4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372.6941
Mike Myrick, Cushing, 354.6077
Brad Parady, Kittery, 337.3141
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846.9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563.5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 846.3158
Elliott Thomas, Yarmouth, 846.6201
John Williams, Stonington, 367.2731
Donald Young, Cushing, 354.6404
Jack Young, Vinalhaven, 863.4905

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org

STEAMING AHEAD
Every once in a while something happens that makes you
stop and think about how much you have to be thankful for
in life. You vow to stop sweating the small stuff and focus
on what is important.
When I read the February 13 Portland Press Herald story
about the miraculous rescue of 19-year-old Devin Pesce,
my eyes teared up and my heart raced. The Herald quoted
crewman Lucky Oppedisano who witnessed the event, “He
hit the water – the trawl was dragging him down. I can’t tell
you the feeling because I can’t put words to it.” It was a 14
degree F. day in February; the ocean was 38 degrees. Pesce
was reportedly under water for three to four minutes, and
revived with CPR performed on deck.
I can’t imagine being on a boat and witnessing someone
getting tangled in a trawl and pulled overboard. Having
that person be your own child would
be unbearable. Yet Devin Pesce’s father and close family friend and crewman, Oppedisano, saw just that. And
fortunately for all, they were able to
respond quickly and rationally, saving Devin’s life.

But are we doing enough? The Harvard School of Public
Health did a study of more than 250 Maine fishing vessels
in 2008 and 2009 and found that the majority of vessels
were properly equipped with safety gear such as personal
flotation devices, flares, GPS and survival suits. But only
one-half of the vessels had EPIRBs (emergency position-indicating radio beacon), a critical piece of safety equipment.
The study also found that less than 25% of Maine fishermen had participated in a drill conductor course or cold
water training. That is a painfully small percentage. More
lobstermen should have this type of training.
Good planning and a well-run vessel can reduce the
chance of accidents, but it does not guarantee that they
won’t happen. Being prepared saves lives. The U.S. Coast
Guard-approved Drill Conductor Training prepares fishermen to respond calmly and effectively when
faced with distress at sea. Among the skills
covered in this course are making distress
calls, donning immersion suits, launching a
life raft and abandoning the vessel.

Good planning and
a well-run vessel can
reduce the chance of
accidents, but it does
not guarantee that
they won’t happen.

It’s a well-known fact that commercial fishing is one of our nation’s
most dangerous professions. Fishing
in Maine is particularly dangerous because the water is so
cold, the tides strong and there’s plenty of weather to contend with.

Accidents and near misses — whether slipping on deck,
getting a boot wrapped in rope, running aground, experiencing a man overboard or being struck by a piece of
equipment — are more common than any of us would like
to admit. None of us are immune to mishaps. I’m sure that
most fishermen have been touched by an accident or a
close call.
In these situations, experience and training are critical.
Maine fishermen have had an excellent record over the
past few years, which is reflective of a culture of safety in
our industry. Maine has a Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety
Council and requires those who complete Maine’s Lobster
Apprentice Program to complete a safety training program
before they qualify to receive a license. Safety trainings
happen annually at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum and at
other fishermen’s events around the state.

The dictionary definition of an accident is
an unfortunate incident that happens unexpectedly and unintentionally, typically resulting in damage or injury. No one plans to
have an accident. So if you have never taken a
commercial fishing safety course, please do.
As you work on your boat and gear over the winter, think
about your level of preparedness to respond to an accident.
And how prepared is your crew if something happened to
you? Think about wearing a flotation vest, or foul weather
gear with flotation, especially if you fish alone.

As so many lobstermen, both young and old, work more
and longer days to make ends meet, the risk of accident
and injury increases. Maine lobstermen are known to push
hard and take a lot of pride in a strong work ethic. I urge
each of you to take time to think about your safety at sea.
Think about the small things that you can do that will
make a long-term difference, such as signing up for a drill
conductor class, making sure your crew is trained or making small changes on deck. You have a lot to be thankful
for and taking these steps will ensure that you continue to
enjoy it.
Remember, being prepared saves lives. As always, stay safe
on the water.

Navigator
April Gilmore
april@mainelobstermen.org

Executive Assistant
Sarah Paquette
sarah@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
203 Lafayette Center
Kennebunk, ME 04043
info@mainelobstermen.org
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place at
Darby’s Restaurant, Belfast.
April 2, noon
May 7, 5 p.m.
June 4, 5 p.m.
July 2, 5 p.m.

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING
SUMMARY
The MLA Directors met on February
4 in Belfast. The association invited DMR’s Carl Wilson and Lt. Jon
Cornish to review the science and
enforcement issues of Maine’s vnotch law. Lobstermen have been
openly questioning whether they
are v-notching too many lobsters,
and some have expressed concerns
over inconsistency in enforcement.
Lt Cornish was unable to attend the
meeting due to illness.
Carl Wilson provided an overview of
data on the importance of v-notching, emphasizing that the v-notch
has been Maine’s (and Area 1) primary management strategy the past
15 years. There have been proposals
to consider changing the definition
of a v-notch to 1/8” inch to provide

a consistent enforcement standard.
However, a review of Maine’s sea sampling data shows that approximately
40% of lobsters thrown overboard
with a v-notch have notches that
are less than 1/8” in size. Therefore,
weakening the definition of v-notch
in terms of zero tolerance would have
a major impact on the percentage of
lobsters protected.
Wilson said that it is unlikely that
there are too many v-notched lobsters on bottom. DMR statistics show
that fewer Maine lobstermen are
notching lobsters currently. The percent of egg-bearing females with a
notch was 61% in 2013, compared to
82% in 2008. In 2012, DMR’s Kathleen
Reardon developed a model to estimate the impact of reducing the vnotch rate on the lobster population.
The model predicted a precipitous
decline in lobster recruitment if the
v-notching rate was cut in half.

Statewide data on lobster settlement
have been collected since 2001 and
since 1990 in Zone E. Settlement
stage is the only time researchers
can measure a year class for lobster,
because techniques for determining the age of a lobster are not well
developed. Wilson noted that one
good or bad year of settlement does
not directly translate into good or
bad landings projections. Rather,
multiple good years or multiple bad
years of settlement are more likely
to translate into positive or negative
projections for the fishery. The last
three years of settlement data show
a strong decline in settlement; 2013
was the lowest settlement measured
in the time series. Given the length
of time it takes for lobster to become
legal size and the overlap of year
classes in annual landings, these data
could indicate the potential for reduced landings in 2018 through 2020.
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Maine DMR has documented an increase in the rate of shell disease observed in 2013, particularly in southern Maine from May through August,
though all zones experienced an
increase. This could be in response
to the unusual water temperatures
and molting cycle in 2012. The rates
are highest in oversized and female
lobsters, which is to be expected because they molt less often. All lobsters appear to successfully shed out
of the disease. Wilson stressed that
shell disease lobsters are OK to land
and do not need to be destroyed.
The Board had a brief discussion on
the need for the lobster industry to
understand how lobster gear could
be impacting the fishery. Given the
poor results of the settlement index,
the industry should ensure that sublegal, v-notched and egg-bearing
females are returned to the bottom
unharmed. Reducing the number of
sublegal lobsters retained in traps
would minimize damage to and loss
of these lobsters. This discussion
could include a review of the use of
crab vents versus 1-15/16” vents.
Five representatives from MLA
traveled to Prince Edward Island for
the harvester meeting. MLA representatives reported that it was a very
worthwhile event and many new
contacts were made. It is hoped that
this meeting will lead to more opportunities for harvesters in both countries to collaborate and share information.
The Board discussed the upcoming
bill to a ban use of resmethrin and
methoprene, pesticides used in other
states for mosquito control. Patrice
McCarron’s investigation of the proposed bill revealed that the research
results which prompted a similar bill
in Connecticut proved to be erroneous. These two pesticides are not currently used for mosquito control in
Maine. Banning these two pesticides
does not address the issue of which
pesticides pose the greatest risk to
lobsters and other marine organisms. If these pesticides are banned,
might more toxic pesticides be used
to prevent the spread of diseases
such as Eastern Equine Encephalitis?
The Board of Pesticide Control (BPC)
plans to conduct a comprehensive
review of which pesticides are detectable in Maine’s marine environment and base recommendations
on data specifically from Maine. The
MLA Directors agreed with this approach. The MLA will testify ‘neither
for nor against’ the bill and will urge
the committee to support the BPC’s
study.
Patrice updated the board on several current issues including the
University of Maine’s offshore wind
project as well as the Searsport
dredging project and the EPA’s requirement for discharge permits. The
MLA has published a notice in the
Portland paper and in Landings of
the its request to the Department of

Justice to terminate the consent decree.
The MLA Board finalized plans for
the Maine Fishermen’s Forum and
Annual meeting. The MLA Annual
Meeting will be on Feb 28 at 9 a.m.
at the Samoset Resort. The MLA is
sponsoring several seminars including a panel on Health Insurance, an
update on whale research projects,
a session on lobster quality and will
host a health insurance enrollment
room all day Friday and Saturday
during the forum.
Beginning in April, the MLA Directors
will meet the first Wednesday of the
month. The April meeting will begin
at noon; the May, June, and July meetings will begin at 5 p.m.
TAA UPDATE
The MLA continues to receive inquiries from lobstermen wondering
about the status of a final payment
from the TAA program. To date, there
is no official news of how much the
“true up” payment will be, or when
the checks will be issued. The final
appeals process is underway. The
completion rates for the program will
then be calculated and used as the
basis to determine the amount of the
final payout. This news is expected to
be announced later in March.
In September 2010, FAS certified
group petitions filed by blueberry
producers in Maine, lobster producers in the Northeast region (Maine,
NH, Mass, CT, RI), and shrimp producers in Alaska and the Gulf and
South Atlantic regions. Nearly 6,000
producers applied to participate in
the program. Of those who completed the full program, 62% were
lobstermen, resulting in payments of
more than $8.3 million to northeast
lobstering communities of which
$5.7 million went to Maine’s lobstermen.
MAINE LEGISLATURE
UPDATE
The MLA testified “neither for nor
against” LD 1678 An Act To Protect
Maine’s Lobster Fishery, which would
prohibit the use of methoprene and
resmethrin if the chemical would enter the waters of the Gulf of Maine. The
MLA testified, “banning methoprene
and resmethrin, which according to
Board of Pesticides Control (BPC)
are not currently used for mosquito
control in Maine, oversimplifies the
problem and could give our industry a false sense of security. Instead,
state agencies need to conduct research along the Maine coast to understand which pesticides are being
detected in sediment and organisms
and understand the potential impacts on Maine’s important commercial species such as lobster.” The
MLA pointed out that other dangerous pesticides, such as cypermethrin,

the chemical found in dead lobsters
just across the border in Canada, or
malathion, the chemical found to
be most harmful to lobster based on
the Long Island Sound research, are
not considered by the bill. The MLA
supported state agencies conducting
research to understand which pesticides are being detected in sediments
and organisms along the Maine coast
in order to understand the potential
impacts on Maine’s important commercial species such as lobster. This
research should serve as the basis of
future regulations to reduce the risk
harm to commercial fisheries from
pesticides. The committee voted
“ought not to pass” at its February 18
work session.
The MLA testified in favor of LD 1602
Resolve Establishing the Commission
to Study the Effects of Ocean
Acidification and its Potential Effects
on Commercial Shellfish Harvested
and Grown along the Maine Coast
at the public hearing in January.
Approximately 20 people testified in
support of the bill. The Committee
deliberated the bill at several work
sessions.
No action has been taken on LD 1544,
An Act To Address Entry into Lobster
Management Zones, which was carried over from last session and allows
the Marine Resources Committee to
propose changes to lobster licensing system. The Marine Resources
Committee is awaiting feedback
from the DMR Commissioner following outreach meetings with the
lobster industry this winter. The
Marine Resources Committee identified three major issues of concern:
1) latent effort, 2) long waiting lists,
and 3) minimization of the impact of
a potential landings decline based on
settlement index data.
UPCOMING WHALE RULES
NMFS has stated that it expects to
publish the final whale rule to reduce the risk of vertical lines to endangered whales in July, 2014. NMFS
published a proposed rule and held
a series of public hearings last fall.
For Maine, NMFS proposed a series
of trawling-up scenarios in federal
waters, an inshore and offshore gear
marking scheme, and seasonal closure of Jeffrey’s Ledge and Jordan
Basin. MLA and many others submitted comments in opposition to the
closures and the gear marking proposal.
Scientific Review Group (SRG)
The Scientific Review Group for the
Atlantic region met in Woods Hole
in February to review the draft stock
assessments for marine mammals.
SRGs advise NMFS on draft Marine
Mammal Stock Assessment Reports
before the reports are released for
public comment and may include
other science related to assessing the

health of the stocks.
The draft stock assessment for right
whales indicates the serious injury
and mortality from fisheries rate
continues to exceed the potential
biological removal rate (PBR), which
remains 0.9 whales per year. For the
period 2007 through 2011, the minimum rate of human-caused mortality and serious injury to whales averaged 4.05 per year; incidental fishery
entanglements averaged 3.25 and
ship strikes at 0.8. Of the 17 reported
fisheries entanglements in U. S. waters during this time period that were
classified as serious injury or mortality, four were reported before the
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Plan’s sinking-groundline rule went
into effect in April, 2009, and 13 were
reported after enactment of the rule.
All four of the reported ship strike
serious injury and mortalities in U.S.
waters occurred after the speed limit
rule went into effect in December,
2009.
The draft stock assessment for humpack whales indicates the serious injury and mortality rate from fisheries
continues to exceed the PBR, which
remains 2.7 whales per year. For the
period 2007 through 2011, the minimum rate of human-caused mortality and serious injury to whales averaged 11.2 per year; incidental fishery
entanglements averaged 9.2 and ship
strikes at 2.0. In contrast to stock assessment reports before 2007, these
averages include humpback mortalities and serious injuries that occurred in the southeastern and midAtlantic states; those incidents could
not be confirmed as involving members of the Gulf of Maine stock.
MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING
COLLABORATIVE
The MLMC Board met on February 7.
The Collaborative launched its search
for an executive director and is accepting applications until March 1.
The MLMC is considering a proposal
from a marketing consultant to conduct the 2014 marketing program. A
tactical committee is working with
the consultant to further develop a
proposal for Board consideration.
The MLMC will provide its annual
report to the lobster industry on
February 28 at the Maine Fishermen’s
Forum. Lobstermen and business
people will have an opportunity to
meet the MLMC Board and hear an
Continued on page 10
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MLA update continued from page 9

overview of its marketing strategy
and tactical plan for Maine Lobster.
The presentation will include an
overview of the marketing goals, geographic targets and key market channels as well as the marketing activities planned for the coming year. The
MLMC’s work will revolve around
promoting seven core values of
Maine lobster adopted as the foundation of the brand strategy. The MLMC
will continue to communicate with
the industry via coverage in industry
newspapers and email distribution
lists.
SEARSPORT DREDGE
PROJECTS
There has been a great deal of confusion and fear surrounding the upcoming dredging of Searsport Harbor
at Mack Point. There are three separate projects that will take place: 1)
dredging around the Sprague and
State Piers to a depth of 43 feet, removing 31,000 cubic yards of material for upland disposal to be paid for
by Sprague; 2) maintenance dredging
of the channel from 35 feet to 40 feet,
removing 37,100 cubic yards of material to be disposed of at the Penobscot
Bay disposal site; and 3) improvement dredging to widen the entrance
of the channel from 500 to 650 feet
and create a maneuvering area 400
feet wide by approximately 1,000 feet
long to a depth of 40 feet. This will
remove 892,000 cubic yards of material for disposal at the Penobscot
Bay disposal site. The Penobscot Bay
Disposal Site is located off Islesboro.
The projects will take five months to
complete.
A Feasibility Study and Environmental
Assessment of the proposed projects
was completed in April, 2013. The
disposal of spoils at the Penobscot
Bay Disposal sites must comply
with Section 404 requirements of
the Clean Water Act. The material
planned for removal, comprised of
silt, clay and some sand, was tested
for total organic compounds, pesticides, heavy metals, PAH’s and PCB’s.
Samples were taken from ten locations around the proposed dredge

sites. PCBs and pesticides were generally undetected or detected at low
levels and were well below sediment
quality guidelines. PAHs were detected in all samples, including reference
site samples, with concentrations
slightly lower in sediment nearest the
piers. All samples had a similar compound distribution pattern dominated by pyrene and fluoranthene, suggesting similar PAH sources; all PAH
concentrations were well below the
sediment quality guidelines.
Metals were detected in all samples.
The concentrations of most metals
were generally below the sediment
quality guidelines, especially at harbor locations. Metal concentrations
exceeded the sediment quality guidelines at three sample stations; nickel
exceeded standards at nine stations.
Chromium, nickel and mercury concentrations were above the sediment
quality guidelines in the reference

As described in the National Ocean
Policy, Regional Planning Bodies in
nine regions of the United States
are tasked with developing regional
ocean products or a plan that builds
on existing efforts and is driven by
the specific needs of each geography.
CONTROL DATE SET FOR
FEDERAL LOBSTER FISHERY

ject because of: 1) the low frequency
of dredging (once every 30 years), 2)
operation windows are utilized to
restrict dredge activities during fish
spawning seasons, 3) the use of best
management practices is utilized to
reduce significant impacts to water
quality and biological resources, and
4) sediment is tested to ensure compliance with the Clean Water Act prior to disposal.”
Despite this information, lobstermen
still have many concerns which need
to be addressed. MLA will attend a
public meeting on the project in late
February, and will bring forward lobstermen’s concerns. Many opportunities remain for the lobster industry to
help shape this project.
OCEAN PLANNING IN THE
NORTHEAST

site samples.
The Environmental Assessment concluded, “The silty material removed
during improvement dredging of
Searsport Harbor and disposed at the
disposal site will have a temporary
impact on water quality and biological resources as a result. Temporary
impacts include burial and removal
of benthic organisms and slight reduction in habitat for other species
such as finfish until the benthic community returns. Therefore, no significant adverse cumulative impacts
are projected as a result of this pro-

The Northeast Regional Planning
Body (RPB), which is responsible for
ocean planning in the northeast, has
launched a Web site for information
related to ocean planning at www.
neoceanplanning.org. The RPB has
finalized its Framework for Ocean
Planning in the Northeast United
States. The elements of the framework are principles, goals, objectives,
and actions. The purpose of these
definitions is to provide a common
terminology, drawing upon previous
RPB discussions and public input.

NMFS published a notice on January
27, 2014, setting the new control
date for the Lobster Conservation
Management Areas of the American
lobster fishery. The control date was
set at the request of the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASFMC). Establishing the control
date means that the public has been
notified that the ASFMC may consider an action to limit the number
of permits or traps a business entity
may own in the fishery. The control
date should discourage speculative
entry and investment in the lobster
fishery.
The control date, by itself, does not
affect Maine lobstermen at this time,
but the Commission could use it as a
reference point as it considers how
to further limit participation in Area
3 or any other Lobster Conservation
Management Area. The ASMFC may
choose to use qualification criteria
that do not incorporate the new control date or it may also choose to take
no further action to control participation in the American lobster fishery.
Lobstermen are advised to find and
keep all documents associated with
participation in the American lobster fishery, including dealer slips/receipts and logbook pages from trips
on which he or she landed American
lobster. The ASMFC may use any
range of fishing years in a future action, so lobstermen should preserve
all documents related to lobstering
that they have.
ASMFC ATLANTIC HERRING
SECTION INITIATES PLAN
AMENDMENT
The ASMFC Atlantic Herring Section
initiated a new amendment to more
fully protect spawning herring in
Area 1A (inshore Gulf of Maine). The
draft amendment will review and
consider changes to the Area 1A
spawning area regulations as well as
consider 1) removing the fixed-gear
set-aside rollover provision, 2) requiring the declaration of intended
fishing gear types prior to the quota
periods, and 3) requiring vessel fish
holds to be emptied of fish before
leaving the dock on a fishing trip.
In preparation for the amendment,
the Section has asked its Technical
Committee to review the current
default spawning area closure dates,
Continued on page 14
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MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM
Built the Best. Built to Last.
Built Your Way.

‘Voices of the Sea’ Weekend
Two nights; two cities;
two performances
Men and women who earn a living working
Maine’s waters share their stories through
their other avocations – music and poetry
– in the 3rd annual Voices of the Sea event.
Now expanded to two cities with two
distinct performances.

Bath
Friday, March 14, 7 p.m.
Long Reach Hall, Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington Street
Hosted by John McDonald,
Maine’s storyteller

Portland
Saturday, March 15, 7 p.m.
Cohen Center, Gulf of Maine
Research Institute
350 Commercial Street
Hosted by Gordon Bok, musician/artist
Tickets are available online at
MaineMaritimeMuseum.org.

Here
H
ere tto
o serve yo
you!
u!!
Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson (207) 483-6555 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
Joe Reynolds
(207) 790-1761 joer@friendshiptrap.com
Friendship Office: (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558
Find us
on Facebookk
Visit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com

Maine’s Sea Story Lives Here
243 Washington Street • Bath, Maine • 207-443-1316 • www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

Present your MLA membership
MLA MEMBERS DISCOUNT
DIRECTORY
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc.
Dover, NH -- 20% off propeller repair. Discounts
vary by manufacturer for new propellers,shafting
and other hardware.
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 off each barrel on multiple
barrel purchases at the Seabrook NH location
with proof of MLA membership.
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members.
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription
rate for $18.75 with MLA membership noted on
check.
Craig’s All Natural
Durham, NH -- 10% discount on all Victoinox
Cutlery.
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps at the
Friendship store.

card at the following businesses and
receive generous discounts!

Hews Company
South Portland, ME -- 10% off all hydraulic
components and Cable Craft cables in 2014.
/DZ2IÀFHRI-6FRWW/RJDQ//&
Portland, ME -- 20% discount on foreclosure
defense and bankruptcy legal fees.
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional
product orders.
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off to harvesters on MLA
merchandise.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% off service repairs of twin disc
transmissions.
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA members.
Sawyer & Whitten Marine
Portland & Rockland, ME --10% discount from
regular MSRP pricing (doesn’t apply to sale items)
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Scarborough, ME -- 5% off trap list price when
you show your MLA card.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG Drill Conductor training.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus
5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years.

Mount Desert Oceanarium
Southwest Harbor, ME -- Free admission for comPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV

SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- Show MLA card to receive
$500.00 discount on a new hull or top.

National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual subscription rate.
Nicholas H Walsh, PA
Portland, ME -- 25% off legal services.

Weathervane Seafood Inc.
Kittery, ME – 10% off retail and mail order
purchases. Just mention you are an MLA member.
1-800-914-1774.
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PROTECTION IS IN THE BAG

Koden FX Series Sounders

STEP UP TO THE BEST

FULL WATERPROOF PROTECTION
The company that keeps you dry and protected under the worst conditions
now does the same for all your important gear. New Gage Gear Bags from
Grundéns USA, ask for them at your local Grundéns dealer.

Experience professional power,
advanced features
and true broadband
performance.
Koden’s 12.1”
CVS-FX1
and “Black Box”
CVS-FX2BB are
the only sounders
that let ﬁshermen
transmit on
variable frequencies from
24kHz-240kHz in
0.1kHz steps.

³ Rugged 500 Denier PVC Tarpaulin Fabric
³ RF Welded Seams Throughout
³ Roll-Top Closures & Compression
Straps for a Watertight Seal

³ Professional Grade Construction For
Every Adventure

³ Available in Kryptek Camo & Black
ROOMY 105-LITER
SHACKELTON DUFFEL
(WITH HIDEAWAY BACKPACK STRAPS)

ailable
Now Av k Camo
te
in Kryp lack
B
&

Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q

30-LITER
RUMRUNNER
BACKPACK

KODEN CVS-FX1

3kW RMS output/8,000’ max with digital signal processing
Transmit/display four frequencies simultaneously
Pinpoint target species, reduce bycatch
Variable beam angles with broadband transducers
Condition Memory for instant recall of 24 favorite frequencies
Rugged, reliable, professional grade

SI-TEX Marine Electronics
(631) 996-2690
www.si-texkoden.com

scan w/qr
app to view
a short video
www.grundens.com

MAINE

H

HAMILTON

Class D DSC, program scan, dual watch.
Manufacturers Price 149.99

4 kW, 48nm, 10" mono
CRT display, 2' dome
antenna & 15m cable.

5.7" brilliant color LCD display, 600
watts with depth ranges of 0'- 2700'.
Transducer not included.

$

$

$

13999
Color Order#
Black 748787
White 748786

MARINE

731676
731678
731677
731679

List
700.13
950.00
866.41
1129.62

USCG Approved with Reflective Tape. COMMERCIAL
$
42 List 43.59

29

SELL
399.99
499.99
487.99
599.99

Adult Universal
PFD-1A
Order# 748930

List 69.00
Order# 735613

Extra Blade
Order# 127676

99

114

4499pair $4949pair

Many sizes
in stock.

25

3499
$ 03
5

VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!

Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches Easy open inside and outside!

High Performance LED Lights

$

CNK-3550

Bait Bags

120 Watts $

VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!

FROM

$

Electric Rope Cutting Guns
100 Watts $
19
List 42.95
Order# 127675

Oil and slip resistant sole. Rated
to -40°F. Adjustable nylon snow
cuff. Insulating wool felt liner.
Waterproof construction. Height:
13". Sizes 4-15.
CNK-3500

PFD-2A
Order# 748931

High strength, low noise.
Float and Sink rope. Many
sizes and colors available.

Chinook BadAxe Boots

Soft Toe Green Steel Toe Black

Child

The Original Manline Pot Warp

M-Series: Dually & Dually2 & 6", 10", 20", 30" 40"
with high purity aluminum housings.

46999
List 699.00
HMA-50
Order# 729835

Type I Offshore Life Vest

GMDSS/USCG Approved. 6 year warranty, 6 year battery replacement.
Stainless steel antenna. Completely waterproof.

Order#

279999
List 3303.00
JRC-JMA2353
Order# 750214

ACCUSat™ 406 MHz EPIRBs

Description
Cat II Manual
Cat I Auto
Cat II Manual with GPS
Cat I Auto with GPS

CVS-126 Digital Echo Sounder

10" Marine Radar

Eclipse DSC+ VHF

$%6$SSURYHG7ZRGRJV\VWHPŶXVKPRXQWZDWHUWLJKW

15" x 24"
with T-Handle

24" x 24"
with T-Handle

$

$

49999

SAVE
Reg 649.99
$
BAI-QA1524A
150
Order# 745921

800-639-2715 hamiltonmarine.com PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

84999 SAVE

Reg 999.99
$
150
BAI-QA2424A
Order# 745922
Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

World Population

4.4 billion

7.1 billion

Cost of a First Class
Stamp

15 cents

49 cents

Average Age of
Retirement

64

67

Top Performing
Marine Wire

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

1.800.762.6374
www.riverdale.com

$411-564#2/+../#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5

-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(


        
a6WRFNDQG&XVWRP%XLOW7UDSVa
a+8*(&RPPHUFLDO)LVKLQJ6XSSO\,QYHQWRU\a
a/REVWHUDQG6SHFLDOW\7UDSVa$TXDFXOWXUH6XSSOLHVa
a)RXU&RQYHQLHQW/RFDWLRQVLQ0DLQHa


9LVLWXVRQOLQHDW

999$411-564#2/+..%1/
999$411-564#2/+..%1/
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA update continued from page 10

area delineations, and time periods.
Removing the rollover provision for
the fixed gear set-aside would allow
for increased fishing opportunities
for small-scale fixed gear fishermen
when Atlantic herring are present
after the overall Area 1A quota has
been harvested by the limited access
fishery.
Further, the draft amendment will
propose that vessel owners declare in
advance their intended fishing gear
type for each quota period in order to
provide managers with an estimate
of effort for each quota period and
better inform the Section’s decisions
regarding harvest control measures
(e.g., days out). Additionally, in order
to address concerns about discards
and full reporting, the draft amendment will propose vessel holds be
emptied of fish before leaving the
dock on a fishing trip. A Public
Information Document (PID) will be
developed in consultation with the
New England Fishery Management
Council to ensure consistent regulations with the federal fishery management plan. For more information,
please contact, Melissa Yuen, Fishery
Management Plan Coordinator, at
myuen@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.

NEFMC HERRING UPDATE
The New England Fsheries Management Council approved developing a range of alternatives that will
be included in Framework 4 to the
Herring management plan. The
Council will address dealer weighing
requirements and measures to address net slippage. The intent is to rework measures that had been part of
Amendment 5 to the plan that were
disapproved by NOAA last year.
Based on approved Council motions,
the dealer weighing provisions call for
accurate and verified catch weights,
with specific standards, and the development of industry weighing and
handling standards to support these
alternatives. The specifics outlined to
address net slippage included several
“move along” options (i.e. relocate to
another area). Possible exemptions
to the requirement, such as safety
issues, mechanical failures and encounters with dogfish schools, were
also identified. Several other options
were approved for further development: a prohibition on operational
discards for midwater and bottom
trawl vessels and trip termination if a
non-exempted slippage event occurs.
Additionally, the Council will consid-

er whether the Framework 4 measures would apply to all limited access
herring permits or only to Category
A and B vessels when on a declared
herring trip.
MAINE IMPLEMENTS FIRST
QUOTA FOR GLASS EEL
FISHERY
The
ASMFC’s
American
Eel
Management Board approved a conservation equivalency proposal from
the Maine to allow quota management of its glass eel fishery. A quota
of 11,749 pounds will be in place for
the 2014 glass eel fishing season,
which begins on March 22. The quota,
developed with input from Maine’s
fishing industry and tribal nations,
represents a 35% reduction from
the 2013 glass eel harvest in Maine.
In addition to quota management,
the DMR will also be implementing
a harvester swipe card system with
daily dealer reporting in order to increase accuracy and timeliness of
landings data and reduce opportunities for illegal harvest.
Under the previous fishery management plan, Maine’s glass eel fishery
was regulated by gear restrictions
and a license cap. The change from

input controls (gear restrictions and
license cap) to output controls (quota management) should allow for increased management flexibility and
conservation of the resource. The
Board continues to work on the elements of Draft Addendum IV, which
will propose coast-wide conservation
measures for American eel fisheries. The Board will consider approval
of the Draft Addendum for public
comment at its next meeting in May
2014. For more information, contact
Kate Taylor at ktaylor@asmfc.org or
703.842.0740.

From www.lobsteringisanart.com

PRESENTING THE WINNERS OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL
MLA PHOTO CONTEST!
SECOND PRIZE
Having fun at the
Winterport Dragway

Tim Beal
Addison

THIRD PRIZE
Bachelor party at Long
Sands Beach, Roque
Island, 2013

FIRST PRIZE
Second great love || Layne Bliss
Five Harbors

Sonny Beal
Beals Island

We are pleased to present the winners of the Fifth Annual Maine Lobstermen’s
Association Photo Contest. Special thanks to everyone who submitted photos.
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THE HEALTH OF LOBSTERMEN:

Aches and pains?

For fishermen, good health is the foundation of their livelihood. If a fisherman is sick or injured, he and his
family receive no income. Landings
continues its series focused on lobstermen and good health with a look at the
ergonomics of lobstering.

shoulder blades together and you’ll
probably see how tight that position
is. Elbows as well as the back are
stressed when loads are not carried
close to the body. Then there is the
wrist which is exceptionally stressed
by the use of the traditional lobster
bander. When you take one of these
banders apart, you realize that they
are identical pieces, just reversed and
riveted together. This makes manufacturing them easy, but it is rough
on the wrist.

By Ann Backus, MS
If you are a lobsterman, no doubt
you have aches and pains. Let’s
look at lobstering from an ergonomics standpoint and see if we can’t fix
you up. Ergonomics is the science of
adapting one’s place of work, tools,
equipment and work methods to improve efficiency and reduce the risk
of physical injury and errors. Note
the presence of the word “efficiency.” An ergonomics approach is not
meant to slow you down but rather
to increase your efficiency and thus
your productivity.
Lobstering is an ergonomics nightmare. It has all four of the top risk
factors for injuries to one’s back and
upper extremities: high force (lifting), bad posture (leaning), repetitive
tasks (hauling and banding) and a
demanding work shift. Moreover, the
work environment is dynamic and
often unpredictable, often cold and
wet, to which we can add that many
lobstermen have a poor diet and suffer from fatigue. And hauling is not
all lobstermen do. They also build
traps, weld, repair wiring in tight
spaces, and use a variety of power
tools.
The knees get a work-out because
lobstermen are constantly kicking
rope out of the way. I know many lobstermen who have had knee replacements probably due to the repetitive
motion of kicking rope. During our
research on the hazards of entanglement in rope done in the early 2000’s,
we found that some lobstermen had
reduced their risk of knee injuries by
putting in rope lockers, rope bins or
even hot tanks, all of which served to
keep the rope off the deck and away
from the feet.

The back gets a work-out during gaffing and hauling. Not only is there
force applied to the back while gaffing the pot, but the leaning posture adds more stress on the spine.
Generally the boat’s rail is wide and
does not allow the fisherman to lift
the buoy and pot close the body,
which ergonomically is the preferred
lifting posture. Years ago one lobsterman on Vinalhaven showed me how

So what can you
do? Think about the
adaptations you might
make to your boat or
tools, and do some
exercises daily.
he had cut a shallow semicircle out of
the rail at the hauling station which
allowed him to be closer to the pot he
was hauling. That was a very clever
adaptation of his work place. Back
injuries can also be due to improper
lifting of lobster cars on the docks. I
can’t recall seeing any lobsterman
using his knees rather than bending
over to lift these items.
The upper extremities get a workout too. First the day-long standing
posture and work tends to pull the
shoulders forward. Try pinching your

Some industrial design students at
the Rhode Island School of Design
decided to re-engineer the bander after a day lobstering out of Rockland,
Maine. They approached the bander
ergonomically and decided to put
the bend in the bander in order to
take the need to bend away from the
wrist. They made the handle much
more comfortable by making it wider
and contouring the hand grips. Now
the handle does not cut into the
palm and repeated use does not put
as much stress on the wrist. Speaking
of things we grip, you probably didn’t
know that the most power from a grip
comes when the handle of a knife, for
example, is a diameter that allows
one to overlap the thumb to the first
knuckle of the middle finger. Ideally
handles should be different sizes for
different people.

Ann Backus is the Director of Outreach
and an instructor in occupational safety
at the Harvard School of Public Health.

For those of you who are tennis players (who has time for tennis? you
ask) the racket salesman will most
likely sell you a racket that allows
you to overlap your thumb in this
manner. Those orange fishing knives
that are so disposable are too small
to provide a powerful maximum grip
should you try to use one to cut yourself free from the rope. That is why
Eric of Plante Buoy Sticks increased
the handle size for the sheath knives
that he manufactures. They are still
too small, but better.
So what can you do? Think about the
adaptations you might make to your
boat or tools, and do some exercises
daily. All exercises should be done
without pain; if you have arthritis,
choose your exercises carefully. Lie
on your back and draw one knee to
your chest, hold for 30 seconds and
repeat on the other side. Do this
three times. For better posture, shrug
your shoulders back then shrug them
up. Do this while you are going to
the lobster traps, multiple times per
day. Come see me at the Fishermen’s
Forum, and we can talk more. Fish
safely.

The lobster bander on the left was designed to reduce the risk of carpal tunnel
syndrome. The handle is angled and the grip is wider and contoured to fit the hand.
On the right is a traditional lobster bander. Photo courtesy of Ann Backus.

THE MLA WORKS FOR YOU
“It’s important to have a heads up
to what is coming down the road.
,I\RXGRQ·WKHDULWÀUVWKDQGIURP
the MLA, you’ll hear it secondhand and won’t know how true
it is.”
Mark Jones, Boothbay

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss

www.bessybait.com
Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
Email: info@bessybait.com

Become a member. Let your voice be heard.
april@mainelobstermen.org // www.mainelobstermen.org // 207-967-4555

Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 rear Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.

Approved
Maine Labeling
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THE BUSINESS OF LOBSTERING:

$

By Nancy Griffin
Lobstermen face unprecedented
challenges in their industry today,
so they understandably seek ways to
improve their bottom line. Some may
toy with the idea of dropping their
vessel insurance, or at least, dropping
the Protection and Indemnity (P&I)
coverage in order to save money.
According to Scott Smithwick, that
would be a bad idea. Smithwick, second-generation owner of Smithwick
& Mariners Insurance, Inc., which
operates in Maine, Massachusetts,
and New Hampshire, cautions that
less coverage means more exposure,
the potential loss of the vessel, and, if
the business is not incorporated, the
loss of personal assets as well.
P&I insurance protects the owner
or operators of a commercial fishing
vessel against liability for such things
as personal injuries, loss of life, thirdparty property damage, or other vessel-related expenses incurred during
operation.
“A lot of harvesters may never have a
claim against their P&I, but when you
get a claim, it makes you feel good to
be covered,” explained Smithwick, a
27-year veteran of the marine insurance business. His company has provided MLA members with a vessel
insurance program for more than 20
years.

“The price of claims is going up just
because of medical costs alone,”
Smithwick continued. “I’ve seen offshore fishing vessels have a P&I claim
that comes in at six figures just for the
medical bills. It doesn’t take much to
drum up huge medical bills.”
“Most lobster boat owners are not
incorporated, so they are exposing
their own personal assets. If a deck
hand is injured, now you’ve exposed
the vessel as well as your personal
assets,” he explained. Personal assets
can include a home, vehicles or other
possessions. “You can have the best
sternman on earth, he could be your
best friend or neighbor, but god forbid he should be seriously injured on
your boat, or he can’t go back to work
again—he’ll stop being your best
friend if he loses his earning capacity
and has to provide for his family.”
Costs of purchasing P&I vary, depending on the number of crew the
vessel owner wishes to cover, and the
liability limit the owner wants to set.
Coverage could either cost less than
or up to twice as much as hull insurance.
“Obviously you’re invested in the hull,
you want to protect it. But even more
important is the P&I coverage, the
liability. The exposure there is high,”
Smithwick said. All MLA members
are eligible to participate in the MLA
insurance program run by Smithwick

BAIT
Why buy second hand?
Buy Fresh! Buy Direct!
Herring
g • Redfish • Pogies
g

By

By

the

the

The importance of insurance

& Mariners, although not all do at
this time. Any type of vessel is eligible
for coverage—wood, steel, aluminum
or fiberglass. “We can write the value
of the vessel up to $1 million,” said
Smithwick. “P&I can also go up to $1
million. Vessel owners who buy P&I
get $1 million pollution coverage for
free.”
The program recently had a rate revision: rates came down across the
board. When Smithwick noticed that
some other providers’ rates had been
lowered, he petitioned the company’s
underwriters to lower his company’s
rates.
“We have never raised rates, but we
have lowered them,” he said proudly.
The MLA insurance program through
Smithwick covers vessels that may
also be used for shrimping, scalloping or other fisheries.
Smithwick said vessel insurance rates
are figured by an industry standard.
“We use the Taylor Hull form, the
industry standard, which most policies are written on,” he explained.
The Taylor Hull form refers to David
Taylor, a rear admiral in the U.S. Navy
at the turn of the 20th century, who
created the first experimental tow
tank for marine vessels in the country. In 1910 he created the Taylor
Standard Series which documented
the resistance effects of changing
hull proportions in 80 different ves-

sels. Standard insurance coverage
includes malicious mischief, vandalism and theft. Losses from the vessel sinking must each be rated on its
own merits, Smithwick added, since
there are so many different reasons
that vessels sink.
One thing Smithwick’s vessel insurance policy will not cover: lobster
boat racing. “We do restrict machinery coverage during lobster boat
races,” he said. “Some people pump
propane through their engines for
the races.”
The recent rate revision is a good
reason for people “to look again, if
they’re not incorporated or even if
they are. The values are often quite
impressive. [Your boat] is a substantial enough asset. It’s wise to protect
it, and especially the P&I side,” he
said.
As for a lobsterman incorporating
as a business, Smithwick thinks it’s
a good idea. “There may be reasons
an owner chooses not to incorporate. A boat owner needs to go over
everything with his own attorney and
consider the tax aspects and all, but
to me it just makes sense.”
“It’s important for people to at least
understand their exposure so they’re
prepared.”

GIVE THE GIFT OF THE MLA!
Consider giving your loved ones a
MLA membership or shirt.
Fill out the order form below!
MLA Items

Color

Size

Price

Women’s Zip Hoodie (buoys)

Light blue

S, M, L

$35

1/4 Zip Fleece

Navy

M,L,XL,2XL

$20

MLA Tshirt

Red, Blue, Gray

M, L, XL, 2XL

$15

Child Lobster Life cycle Tshirt

Oatmeal

S

$15

Child Lobster Buoy Tshirt

White

XS, S, M

$15

MLA Buoy Hat

Stone, Blue

one size

$15

MLA Lobster Hat

Khaki

one size

$15

Friend Membership

For individuals who do not hold a current Maine
Lobster license

$50

Harvester Membership

For Maine’s commercial lobstermen

$125

Name:______________________________________________ Phone #:__________________

tank

barrel

Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:__________
Item #1:_____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________
Item #2:_____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________

Fresh
19 Front Street, Rockland
594-0405

Frozen
20 New County Rd., Rockland
542-1856

OharaBait.com
Serving Maine fishermen for over 65 years

Item #3: _____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________
Sub total:________ + $4.50 (shipping) = Total:_______Check #:______ Visa:___ MasterCard:___
Card #: _____________-___________________-__________________-___________________
CVV code (3 numbers on back of card):_________________ Exp. Date:_____________________

Shop online: www.mainelobstermen.org/mla-store
203 Lafayette Center Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-4555
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MAINE LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM CAPTURES THE PAST
By Melissa Waterman
Where can you go to roam in the past?
The Maine Lighthouse Museum,
that’s where. The small museum on
the waterfront in Rockland houses a
stunning collection of artifacts related to the long history of lighthouses
in the United States. From elegant
Fresnel lenses to the uniforms worn
by former lighthouse keepers, the
collection encapsulates a prominent
element of America’s coastal history.
That collection is due to one man, Ken
Black. Black, who died in 2007, had
a 32-year career in the Coast Guard
beginning during World War II. He
served throughout New England and
the Great Lakes in various capacities, including officer in charge at the
Point Allerton, Massachusetts, Life
Boat Station, commanding officer of
a lightship, group commander of the

This fourth order Fresnel lens at the
Owls Head Lighthouse is an example
of lenses found in the Museum.
Maine Office of Tourism photo.

Quoddy Head Station in Lubec; and
commander of the Coast Guard cutter Ojibwa. He ended his career as
commanding officer at the Rockland
Coast Guard station.
Black became interested in lighthouse artifacts when he noticed that,
with the advent of automation among
lighthouses, many historical items
from earlier decades were being discarded by the Coast Guard. After
obtaining permission from his district admiral, he began to visit Coast
Guard stations and bases throughout
the First Coast Guard District (New
England), hauling away what they
no longer wanted. Eventually he had
so many items that he set up a lighthouse display at the Coast Guard
Station in Rockland. When that overflowed, Black arranged with the city
for the artifacts to go on loan to the
tiny Shore Village Museum, housed
in the Grand Army of the Republic
building on Limerock Street.
Black retired from the Coast Guard
in 1973, but that didn’t stop him from
collecting lighthouse equipment and
memorabilia. He and his wife Dot
traveled throughout New England,
adding to the collection of lighthouse
equipment, flags, boats, lenses, and
other items. In 2005, the collection
moved into a building on Rockland’s
waterfront shared with the local
Chamber of Commerce. A new exhibit hall was renovated to display

Wahle continued from page 7

“Around 20 degrees C. (68 degrees
F.) is the upper threshold for lobsters, when their systems start to
shut down. Scientists are thinking
that shell disease is related to warm
temperatures. The lobsters can’t resist the bacterial infections,” Wahle
noted.
In 1997, shell disease in southern
New England, especially Rhode
Island, affected 1% to 2% of lobsters.
“In a couple of years, it jumped to
30% and stayed there,” Wahle said.
“We attempted to use lobster settlement as a predictive tool in the
1990s in Rhode Island. We were really encouraged by what we were seeing, then it fell apart [because] shell
disease came in,” said Wahle. “Once
shell disease entered the picture, we
needed to use shell disease as a corrective factor. Settlement recruitment is only predictable when there’s
a consistent death rate. We needed
a proxy, which is shell disease. Now
we use settlement and subtract a

Black’s varied collection and a small
gift shop focused on lighthouse items
created as well.

Fresnel produced six sizes of lighthouse lenses, known as first through
sixth order.

Black had a good eye for lighthouse
lenses. Included in the collection is
one second order Fresnel lens and
several third, fourth, and fifth order
lenses as well as a very rare sixth order lens (the smallest). The Fresnel
lens was created by French physicist
Augustin-Jean Fresnel in the early
1800s. The lens is constructed in such
a way that it captures more light from
a light source, thus allowing the light
from a lighthouse equipped with one
to be visible over greater distances.

After Black’s death, his wife took the
helm of the museum, organizing volunteers and raising funds for the organization.
“It is hugely rewarding to share the
rich and important heritage of these
icons. I am so thrilled to hear visitors
exclaiming, at the end of their museum tour, that they had no idea how
much they really loved lighthouses,”
she explained.

&#8+&'60+'4$1#6$41-'4#)'

Buzzards Bay and Narragansett Bay
were almost empty.”
This change is attributable to a few
things, Wahle explained. First, nursery habitat is not as good in deeper
water. Second, there are more predator fish in southern New England
than Maine, so conditions are not as
good for juvenile lobsters’ survival.
Third, water temperatures are warming to above the lobsters’ comfort
zone.

The Maine Lighthouse Museum in Rockland houses an extensive collection of
artifacts illustrating the long history of lighthouses in this country. Photo by Melissa
Waterman.

Specializing in quality, well-maintained
commercial and recreational vessels

7KH0DLQHEURNHUVHUYLQJ0DLQH¿VKHUPHQVHOOLQJ0DLQHERDWV

2002 LASH 44’ FISHING VESSEL

Suction sampling for young lobsters.
Photo courtesy of Bigelow Lab.
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DYDULHW\RIFRPPHUFLDOXVHV

percentage with shell disease. That’s
working out well.”
DMR began an inshore trawl survey
in 2000. “The past year was rather
alarming,” Wahle said. “There was a
tenfold increase in shell disease in
eastern Maine [ from a few in a thousand to a few in a hundred lobsters
with the disease]. In 2012, it was an
historically warm year for the Gulf
of Maine. It’s colder now, so it will be
interesting to see how it affects shell
disease.”
The next steps to aid the lobster industry, he continued, will be more
work on predicting climate change
as it affects the Gulf of Maine, more
work on shell disease and more
tweaking the predictive models.
Referring to the ALSI, Wahle commented, “Settlement becomes a
springboard for many other things.”

1978 JC 31’ LOBSTER BOAT
&XPPLQV%7$+3ZLWKRQO\
KRXUVYHU\ZHOOPDLQWDLQHGYHVVHO
IURPDZHOOUHVSHFWHGEXLOGHU3ULFH
LQFOXGHVDIXOOWUDSJDQJRIJHDULQ
YHU\JRRGFRQGLWLRQDQGUHDG\WRÀVK
([FHOOHQWRSSRUWXQLW\WRHQWHURUJR
ELJJHULQÀVKHU\ZLWKDIXOO\HTXLSSHG
WRSTXDOLW\HFRQRPLFDORSHUDWLRQ


2004 HOLLAND 38’ FISHING VESSEL
6SRUWÀVKWXQDOREVWHUERDW&$7(
RQHFDUHIXORZQHUVHULRXVO\HTXLSSHGDQG
LPSHFFDEO\PDLQWDLQHG
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course of action or its scope. She also
noted that the lack of science to inform these decisions is very concerning. McCarron said that the outright
banning of methoprene and resmethrin oversimplifies the problem and
could give the lobster industry a false
sense of security. Instead, she urged
the committee to allow time for state
agencies to conduct research along
the Maine coast to understand which
pesticides are in sediments and organisms and to understand the potential impacts on important commercial species such as lobster.
McCarron
also
noted
that
Connecticut’s law banning these pesticides allows them to be used to prevent the spread of mosquito-borne
disease such as eastern equine encephalitis, so in reality the chemicals
are not banned.
Henry Jennings, director of the Maine
Board of Pesticides Control, echoed McCarron’s concerns. “Banning
chemicals without a careful assessment of what products will take their
place is never sound policy, and generally leads to the use of higher-risk
products in their place,” he said in his
testimony. Jennings pointed out that
neither methoprene nor resmethrin
are currently used for mosquito control in Maine. He did say that if there
is a mosquito-borne disease outbreak
in the state, however, both pesticides
might become “a vital option.”

The Maine Board of Pesticides
Control has already begun work with
the Maine Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) to study the effects of any pesticide used in Maine.
The Board and DMR will convene
an Environmental Risk Advisory

“Given the importance
of Maine’s lobster
industry to our state
and coastal economy,
Maine must be proactive in undertaking
its own studies to understand the effects of
pesticide use on our
commercial species.”
Committee (ERAC) and conduct a
two-year study to look at pesticides
along the Maine coast. “The Board
has an excellent process to address
such concerns—the Environmental
Risk Advisory Committee, or ERAC—
that brings the best scientific minds
in the state together in a collaborative effort that is generally productive
and is respected by all stakeholders,”
stated Jennings.
In 1999, in the wake of the Long
Island Sound lobster die-off , a $10

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

NEW ENGLAND’S MOST
READ COMMERCIAL
FISHING NEWSPAPER
All along the Maine Coast,
and in ports south to Cape Cod -

million regional research initiative
was started to investigate the event’s
causes. The Long Island Sound dieoff coincided with an outbreak of
West Nile virus and a subsequent
mosquito control program in New
York and Connecticut to curb adult
and larval mosquito populations.
Four studies conducted as part of
that research effort looked at the
potential role of pesticides in the
die-off. The final report on the Long
Island Sound research states, “Three
classes of pesticides were examined:
methoprene, a larvacide; malathion,
a commonly-used pesticide targeting adult mosquitos; and resmethrin,
a newer pyrethroid pesticide targeting adults that is more toxic but very
short-lived. All three pesticides were
used to combat the West Nile virus
outbreak in the summer and fall of
1999, and all were found to have the
potential to adversely affect lobsters.”
The study found that the Long Island
Sound lobsters were severely physiologically stressed due to sustained
poor environmental conditions including above-average water temperatures of 70+°F, hypoxia, increased
ammonium and sulfide in bottom
sediments, and severe weather fronts
that caused rapid mixing of the water. These factors alone could have
caused the lobster die-off, but the
study concluded that a newly discovered disease called paramoebiases was the cause of the Long Island
Sound lobster die-off.
In September 2011, the Connecticut
Department
of
Energy
and
Environmental Protection (DEEP)
tested several weak lobsters. The
DEEP Web site states, “The lobster
tissues (tomalley or liver and reproductive organs) were tested for the
presence of three mosquito control
agents: malathion, methoprene, and
resmethrin. The tests showed some
lobsters collected in the mid-Sound
waters were exposed to resmethrin
and at least one was exposed to
methoprene. Malathion was not present in any of the samples.”

Many different pesticides could have
an adverse effect on Maine’s lobster
population and the thousands of
lobstermen who depend on it. MLA
photo.

McCarron said that since that study
took place, the tests had been run
again at a different lab and no pesticides were detected in lobster tomalley. “There still is no evidence that
pesticides caused the die-off,” she
concluded.
While pesticides may not have
caused the Long Island Sound lobster
die-off, McCarron said that there is
strong scientific evidence that many
pesticides used in mosquito control
and for other reasons have worrisome sub-lethal and lethal effects
on lobster. “Given the importance of
Maine’s lobster industry to our state
and coastal economy, Maine must
be proactive in undertaking its own
studies to understand the effects
of pesticide use on our commercial species,” McCarron stated. The
MLA strongly urged the committee
to support the Board of Pesticides
Control in completing the necessary
research.

IT’S WHAT
FISHERMEN READ!
Subscribe Today! Send check or money order for $18.*
along with the information below to: Fishermen’s Voice
P.O. Box 253 , Gouldsboro, ME 04607
*Canadian subscriptions are $23 U.S. dollars

Name __________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________________________
State, Zip________________________________________________________

From the Dock continued from page 3

industry. I’m really bummed that not
one of the fishing shows that is on TV
has told the story of any type of fishing heritage or history or revealed anything else about fish or fishing other
than the (sometimes) competitive
nature of fishermen.

MLA 10/12

Join us in Supporting the Tradition of Making One’s Living
from the Sea by Advertising in the Fishermen’s Voice.

The leader with 8,000 copies monthly
from Eastport to Kittery and on to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195
Send letters, news, stories to:
P.O. Box 253 Gouldsboro, ME 04607
Email: info@fishermensvoice.com

www.fishermensvoice.com

We have lots of fish! One of the reasons that the cod stocks are low is because regardless of what regulations
and restrictions are put on the stocks
people are still demanding familiar
species and so fishermen are fishing
for them. There are redfish and pollock and hake but for some reason
those species just won’t catch on as
well. Up until ten years or so ago, no
one was eating pork belly. But now I
see that on a menu and I don’t even
have to keep reading because that is

what I’m ordering.
Admit that there is a difference between seafood and fishing and especially farming, and that these are
complicated industries and no one
group or person should manage and
direct all of it. We are so convinced
that we have to make fishing similar
to farming in order to achieve efficiency. But we’re not farming. We are
not farmers. So. Stop it.
Monique Coombs
Orrs Island
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•

•

Currently located and developed
to fully support commercial
fishing activities; providing key
supports such as all tide access,
fuel, bait, sales, and/or adequate
parking;
Under current and emerging
threat of conversion to uses incompatible with commercial
fishing activities by development
and changing population dynamics;

•

In a community with a clear desire to maintain and support
their commercial fishing enterprises as evidenced by zoning,
comprehensive plans, or written
support and;

•

A critical part of the local fishing
infrastructure providing key access for the area.

•

Poised to create new shoreside
jobs with proposed investments
described in a business plan.

Additionally, DMR is seeking individuals, businesses, coops, or communities to participate in the WWAPP
that are:
•
•

Willing to develop a business/operating plan.
Willing to enter a permanent
deed restriction to be held and
monitored by the DMR assuring
the prohibition of all competing

Program Impacts (2006-2013) with $ 5.018 m Awarded to Applicants
Twenty four (24) properties worth $ 20.6 million FMV are protected
Comprise 43 upland acres and 7200 feet of shoreline
Benefits accrue to 670 fishing boats, 1100 fishermen, 1200 Families
Annual landings valued at $48 million
Awards range $ 35 K - $ 340 K, average equals $ 209 K

 Awarded owners: 9 fishing co-ops
8 private buying stations
3 municipal wharves
3 public trust parcels
1 fishing family property

non-fishing uses of the property.
To date dozens of fishing coops, marine businesses, lobster wharves,
land trusts and towns have successfully applied for funds to make sure
that fishermen continue to have access to the water.

For further information or to submit
an application, please contact:
For York, Cumberland, Sagadahoc
or
Lincoln
Counties.
Hugh
Cowperthwaite, CEI, 2 Portland Fish
Pier, Suite 206, Portland, ME 04101,

tel. (207) 535-2920 hsc@ceimaine.org
For Knox, Waldo, Hancock, or
Washington Counties. Dick Clime,
CEI, P.O. Box 268, Wiscasset, ME
04578, tel. (207) 882-5191, rdc@ceimaine.org.

DMR Ventless Lobster Trap Study
Collaborative Fisheries Research

Study Goal
The American lobster stock was recently evaluated through a stock
assessment. One of the strongest recommendations of the assessment was
the need for more data, particularly for juvenile lobster. Started in 2006, the
Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is conducting a
collaborative Ventless Lobster Trap Study from June to August 2014 to
address this need.

Contracted Boats
Canadian border
– Beals

N. Penobscot Bay
Capt. Josh Conover
F/V Oddball

Capt Nick Lemieux
F/V Phantom

Project Objectives

1) Characterize abundance & size-distribution.
2) Document the relative importance of depth to abundance & distribution.
3) Collaborative research between the fishing industry and DMR scientists.
4) Improve industry participation in the lobster stock assessment process.

Study Design

Sampling in Maine is divided into 3 NMFS statistical areas. Each area will
be sampled using randomly selected sites of 3 ventless and 3 vented traps
each. There are 138 total sites. The sites are fished by lobstermen chosen
by competitive bid under contract to DMR. All experimental gear will have
bright orange poly buoys marked with DMR contact information. This is a
fishery independent study and DMR staff will be onboard all trips to
measure all lobsters.

Questions?
Concerns? Contact:
Carl Wilson
Lead Lobster Scientist
Carl.Wilson@Maine.gov
(207) 633-9538 Office
(207) 592-1422 Cell

OPEN
FOR
BID

S. Penobscot Bay

Capt Terry Lagasse
F/V Bossy Lady II

MDI – Isle au Haut
Capt Sam Hyler
F/V Fine Lines

Ellsworth

OPEN
FOR
BID

Pemaquid to
Casco Bay

Belfast

Casco Bay

Kathleen Reardon
Sea Sampling and Ventless Trap
Survey Coordinator
Kathleen.Reardon@Maine.gov
(207) 633-9404 Office
(207) 299-4983 Cell

OPEN
FOR
BID

Muscongus Bay

All lobsters will be
discarded.

State of Maine

Jonesport-MDI

Capt Obie Spear
F/V Tenacious

Portland

Cape Elizabeth Boon Island

Another research collaboration between DMR and GOMLF

Gulf of Maine

Capt. Ed Hutchins III
F/V Cristina Mae II
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Tuna continued from page 5

but a sharp decline from the peak.”
V-notching female lobsters has been
a long-standing voluntary practice
among Maine lobstermen. That practice became a matter of policy back in
2001, when it was made a condition
of Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASFMC) Area 1 lobster
management plan. The ASMFC lobster management plan has one primary objective: to increase egg production in females.

ber of young lobsters that began
three years ago will begin to show up
in landings in four years’ time.
DMR uses data other than the settlement index to assess what’s going on
with the state’s most valuable marine
species. Each year since 2000 a trawl
survey is conducted in the spring
and the fall from Kittery to Calais.
The survey gives scientists a good
understanding of what is flourishing and what is disappearing from
Maine’s coastal waters. In addition,
each summer dozens of sea samplers
go out on lobster boats to categorize
all the lobsters caught by that boat in
a given day. They measure each lobster, determine the sex, note if the
lobster is V-notched or bearing eggs,

“It’s time to have a conversation about this.”
and molt status. DMR also conducts
a ventless trap survey each year.
Vented and ventless lobster traps
are stationed at 138 sites along the
coast. The ventless trap survey gives
researchers data on the abundance
and size of lobsters during that season.
“All the different monitoring programs layer on each other,” Wilson
said. “We are seeing lobsters at or
near their highest levels ever.” So
what’s going on?

The percentage of lobstermen
V-notching female lobsters has
dropped. MLA photo.

“We are at unheard of abundance levels now, beyond the wildest dreams
of those fishing in the 1980s or 1990s.
But here it is, three years’ data [showing decline from the settlement index],” he continued. “It’s time to have
a conversation about this.”
Wilson also expressed concern about
a drop in the number of lobstermen V-notching female eggers and
returning them to the water. One
of the items that sea samplers note
from traps sampled is the number
of V-notched versus non-V-notched
lobsters. “In 2008 the percentage of
V-notched egg-bearing lobsters was
80%,” Wilson said, referring to sea
sampler data. “That was the peak.
The percentage has declined to 60%
in 2013. That’s still a high number

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: http://www.midcoast.com/~marinhyd/

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

“V-notching protects females and
can contribute to the reproductive success of the population.
More eggs in the water means more
chances of having lobsters,” Wilson
noted. “Combine this [the decline in
V-notched lobsters] with the pattern
of decline in lobster settlement and
there are two freight trains coming.”
It may be that the astonishing abundance of lobsters right now has led
some lobstermen to think V-notching
is no longer necessary. It might also
be that the thousands of pounds of
lobsters handled in a day by a lobsterman or his stern man make the few
seconds needed to notch a female
lobster problematic. Whatever the
reason, the pattern causes Wilson
concern. “Lobstermen were participating in V-notching when the population was increasing. But if in the
future there are less and less lobsters,
there may be less incentive for them
to V-notch,” he said.
No one has a crystal ball to predict
exactly what Maine lobstermen will
be seeing in their traps in five years’
time. Yet the data suggest that the
day is coming when lobstermen may
want to take Wilson’s advice and
“have a conversation about this.”

was then that Carraro turned to me
with a thumbs-up and shouted, “This
one’s for Billy Mac!”
The buyer’s truck was waiting for us
when we steamed in to port later on
that day. The giant fish was hoisted to
the dock where it was dressed, measured and weighed. Although it was
the only fish caught on the F/V Tuna.
com that day, at 559 pounds and 99
inches it was a righteous one. The
tuna sold for over $9,000. We later
learned that it was the largest blue fin
tuna brought in to Gloucester Harbor
on September 11, 2013.There was not
a shadow of a doubt in any of our
minds that Billy Mac had been right
there along with us helping to make
the catch happen.

Shelley Wigglesworth poses with the
day’s catch on board the F/V Tuna.
com. Photo courtesy of National
Geographic Channel.

STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT
SAFETY AT SEA
In February, 16 students in Deer IsleStonington High School’s Marine
Studies Pathway took to the water in
Castine to earn a United States Coast
Guard-approved Fishing Vessel Drill
Conductor safety certification. After
a morning of classroom instruction
from maritime safety expert John
MacMillan, students donned survival
suits, deployed life rafts, and simulated vessel emergencies in the Maine
Maritime Academy pool. The students spent the afternoon and evening on the Maine Maritime Academy
campus studying computer-assisted
engineering processes then fabricating a model boat hull in the machine
shop.
A Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor certification is particularly relevant to
the students at Deer Isle-Stonington
High School, located near Maine’s
leading lobster port. While almost
all of the students in the Marine
Studies Pathway have worked in the
fishing industry in some capacity,
several students already have or are
working toward their commercial
lobster license. The Fishing Vessel
Drill Conductor certification is re-

quired by the Department of Marine
Resources to acquire a commercial
lobster license. The safety concepts
and survival skills are applicable to
any career on the water, including
those in marine science, tourism,
and marine recreation. The cold water safety training for the students
in the Marine Studies Pathway is
funded by both the Island Education
Foundation and Maine Maritime
Academy’s Discovery Voyage college
aspirations program.
The Marine Studies Pathway at Deer
Isle-Stonington High School is a
learning experience designed to engage and inspire today’s students,
while equipping them with the practical skills they need to succeed in
every area of adult life. Students in
the Marine Studies Pathway program
learn in the community, on the shore,
and on the water, working alongside
teachers, scientists, fishermen, and
local marine professionals. Instead
of learning only in the classroom, the
Marine Studies Pathway blends rigorous academic study with the kinds
of real-life experiences that make
learning stick.
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“This closure is being taken as a
precautionary measure in response
to information the Department of
Marine Resources recently received
about mercury contamination in
muscle tissue from lobsters found in
this area,” said DMR Commissioner
Patrick Keliher.
The information, which came to
DMR’s attention in November, 2013,
is contained in a federal lawsuit
(Maine People’s Alliance and the
Natural Resources Defense Council v.
Mallinckrodt, Inc.) After being notified of the study’s findings, the DMR
asked State Toxicologist Dr. Andy
Smith from the Maine Center for

build on these new data,” said Keliher.
Maine Marine Patrol worked with
harvesters to ensure all gear is removed from the affected area as soon
as possible. Currently, there is very
limited commercial harvesting of any
species in the mouth of the Penobscot
River, as most local commercial harvesters have either stopped for the
season or moved their operations
down the bay.
DMR and the state Departments
of Environmental Protection and
Health and Human Services will be
working together over the next two
years to conduct seasonal monitor-

Legend:
Average mercury levels in commonly consumed fish and shellfish as
reported by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, average mercury levels in lobster and rock crab from selected sampling locations
in upper Penobscot Bay based on data from the Penobscot River
Mercury Study, and average mercury levels in lobster collected along
the entire Maine coast based on data from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. Mercury levels are in nanograms of mercury per
gram of edible tissue (ng/g).
Prepared by: Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention, DHHS.
Source: www.fda.gov/food/foodborneillnesscontaminants/metals/
ucm115644.htm

DMR invited area lobstermen to a meeting in February to inform them of the closure
and address industry concerns. Photo by Patrice McCarron.

Disease Control and Prevention to
analyze the study’s data. The DMR
took the original study and Dr.
Smith’s analysis under advisement
and ultimately opted to implement
a discrete closure to ensure that no
lobsters from this area make it into
the marketplace.

ing of mercury levels in lobsters and
crabs in and near the closed area.
“The monitoring will be conducted
in and adjacent to the closed area
and will evaluate the accumulation
of contaminants,” said Keliher. “We
will decide, after two years, whether
or not to re-open the area or to continue the closure.”

“We chose to close this small area to
harvesting for both commercial and
recreational fishermen as a precautionary approach that protects public health and ensures consumers’
confidence that eating Maine lobster
is safe and healthy while we conduct
our own monitoring effort that will

“Maine lobster is the best in the
world and we’re taking very precautionary steps to protect this valuable,
unique resource and to assure consumers that they can continue to be
confident that our lobsters are safe
and healthy to eat,” Keliher said.

MLA STATEMENT ON
PENOBSCOT RIVER CLOSURE
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) supports the two-year closure
of a very small area in the Penobscot River to lobster and crab fishing as a
precautionary measure, pending a state investigation to more fully understand the potential impact of mercury contamination in the river.
Research conducted by outside interests has detected the presence of mercury in sediments and in some marine organisms in a small area of the
Penobscot River. According to the Maine Centers for Disease Control, mercury levels are similar to those found in canned white tuna.
Maine’s lobster industry has a long history of strong stewardship and making short-term sacrifices to ensure the long-term well-being of the industry.
Maine lobstermen take great pride in the high-quality and nutritious lobsters they harvest for their customers. “Maine lobster is the best seafood in
the world – it is sweet, succulent and delicious. This small closure ensures
that consumers can feel confident that Maine lobster is a safe and healthy
meal for all to enjoy,” said Patrice McCarron, MLA’s executive director.

Garbo depends on the hard work and
stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

Thank you !
3RXQG5G32%R[+DQFRFN0DLQH
SHWHG#JDUEROREVWHUFRP
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In the
NEWS
2014 ELVER CATCH
REDUCED BY 35%

track daily landings statewide, whenever they sell their elvers to dealers.

Maine will use a statewide quota,
rather than a cap on elver licenses,
to restrict its annual harvest by 35%
this year, in order to comply with
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) requirements.
Maine elver fishermen will be limited to a statewide harvest of 11,749
pounds during the 10-week elver
season, which is scheduled to begin
on March 22. More than 18,000 total pounds of elvers were caught in
Maine in 2013. The commission mandated in 2013 that the state reduce its
2014 catch total by 25 to 40 percent.

HADDOCK ARE BACK

The Department of Marine Resources
is continuing to iron out details of a
tentative agreement it has reached
with the Passamaquoddy Tribe about
the juvenile American eel fishery.
Under the agreement, which would
resolve a long-running dispute between the department and the tribe,
DMR would not object to the tribe
issuing as many dip-net licenses to
its members as it wants but the tribe
would be limited to a 1,650-pound
catch total for the 2014 season and
would require its members to use
state-issued swipe cards, which will

Haddock catches are up in southwestern Nova Scotia as the North
Atlantic fish returns to its glory days.
After a near-collapse of haddock
stocks in the mid-1990s, the protection of the Georges Bank, less intensive fishing efforts and favorable environmental conditions have led to a
rebound.
Haddock stocks have increased every year since the 1994 emergency
closure of Georges Banks fishing
grounds, an elevated area of the sea
floor separating the Gulf of Maine
from the Atlantic Ocean. There was
an exceptionally large recruitment in
2010, estimated to be roughly half a
billion haddock.
The Canadian Department of
Fisheries and Oceans found that
the number of adult haddock on the
eastern Georges Bank has been increasing since the early 2000s and
is currently at its highest estimated
level since 1970. DFO researchers cite
favorable environmental conditions,
less intensive fishing and reduced

capture of small fish for the adult
population boom. The department
increased the quota for haddock this
year to 16,470 tons up from 6,448 tons
in 2013.
HISTORIC SEINE LOFT
DONATED TO MUSEUM
Last year Wayne and Loraine
Hamilton donated the former
Hamilton Marine Seine Loft on Route
1 in Searsport to the Penobscot
Marine Museum to house the museum’s new education center. In
January the newly-named Hamilton
Learning Center opened its doors to
host an intensive eighteen-week boat
building class for Searsport District
High School students, taught by master builder Greg Rossel.
The Hamiltons bought the building
in 1982 as a base for their marine
supplies business, Hamilton Marine.
It has had many iterations over the
years -- as a cooper shop in the 1920s
and an Oldsmobile dealership in the
1930s. In 1990, the company expanded into a larger space on Route 1 and
used the building to make seine nets.
Eventually it was used simply as storage space.
This is the fourth year that Penobscot
Marine Museum has partnered with
the Searsport District High School
and Rossel to present this class in
which the traditional art of boat
building is interwoven with academic objectives to create a multidisciplinary learning experience.
Students work with Rossel and a dedicated core of community mentors to
build two Joel White-designed shellback dinghies, which they launch in
the spring in Searsport Harbor. The
Penobscot Marine Museum is raising additional funds to renovate the
remainder of the 7,000 square foot
building, and working with Searsport
District High School and other organizations to develop further educational programming.
CRUISE LINE TO FEATURE
LOBSTER
American Cruise Lines announced
in February that every one of its
cruises along the Maine coast during
the 2014 summer would be lobsterthemed.
Citing the popularity of its lobster
cruises in previous years, the smallship cruise line said that its eightday Maine Coast & Harbors cruises

would all feature lobster cuisine, a
lobster boat excursion and a traditional lobster bake. The line’s 49-passenger American Glory and 104-passenger Independence will offer the
cruises beginning in early June and
sailing through September and
will call in the ports of Bar Harbor,
Camden and Bath.
Typical dishes offered on the ships’
menus during cruises will include
stuffed lobster tail, whole steamed
lobster, lobster pot pie, lobster risotto, lobster omelets and lobster ice
cream.
WHAT TO DO WITH GREEN
CRABS?
A Canadian businessman says he has
a solution to the population explosion of green crabs, which are ravaging Maine’s valuable shellfish industry: Put the crabs on menus around
the world. “We are going to take that
invasive species and turn it into gold,”
said Ron Howse, president and CEO
of the Tidalwater Seafood Co., based
in Fredericton, New Brunswick.
Howse announced in February that
he’s looking at opening a processing
plant in the Brunswick or Bangor
area to pick the meat from green
crabs, and may set up holding facilities along the Maine coast. He said
there’s also a significant market for
live crabs, which could be shipped to
Asia and Europe on flights from the
Bangor International Airport.
The crabs have no commercial value
now, in part because their bodies are
so small that the meat can’t be removed efficiently. Some composting
companies will take the crabs, but
they won’t pay for them. Recent attempts to create a market for them as
bait or cat food have gone nowhere.
The crabs arrived in Maine waters
nearly 100 years ago, and their population goes through boom-and-bust
cycles. The population is now at the
highest level the state has ever seen,
and Casco Bay is being hit the hardest.
Attempts to create a commercial
fishery for green crabs and use them
for cat food or bait have failed because the prices are too low to justify the cost of harvesting, processing
and transportation. Marketing the
crabs as food for people has a better
chance of success because it would
increase the value.
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Feb 27 to March 2
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Samoset Resort,
Rockland, ME.

March 21-22
U.S./Canadian Lobster Town Meeting, the
Regency Hotel, Portland, ME. FMI: 581-1443.

March 6
NEFMC Herring PDT, 10am at the GARFO
Office, Gloucester, MA

March 19-21
ASMFC East Coast Climate Change and
Fisheries Governance Workshop, location TBA.

March 13
“Portland: New Entry Port to the North
Atlantic,” 7 p.m., GMRI, Portland.

March 26-27
Canadian Lobster Value Recovery Strategy,
Halifax, NS.

March 14
Voices of the Sea, 7 p.m., Maine Maritime
Museum, Bath. FMI: 443-1316 ext. 325

March 31
DEADLINE for signing up for health insurance
under the ACA.

July 13

March 15
Voices of the Sea, 7 p.m., Gulf of Maine
Research Institute auditorium, Portland. FMI:
443-1316, ext. 325

Upcoming

July 20

Think spring!
And the 2014 lobster boat races!
April 25-27
Boothbay Harbor Fisherman’s Festival

July 12
Searsport Lobster Boat Races

March 16-18
Seafood Expo North America (Formerly
Boston Seafood Show), Boston Convention &
Exhibition Center, Boston, MA. Maine Lobster
Pavilion at Booth #2033
March 17
Maine Lobster Reception, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
Exchange Conference Center, Boston, MA.

Stonington Lobster Boat Races

Stonington Fishermen’s Day
April 1
Maine Water and Sustainability Conference,
Augusta Civic Center.

August 9

April 2
MLA Board of Directors’ meeting, noon,
Darby’s restaurant, Belfast.

August 17

April 22-24
NEFMC meeting, Mystic, CT
April 30
Maine Sea Grant Research Symposium:
Working Toward Resilience. 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.,
Buchanan Alumni House, University of Maine.

THIRD ANNUAL VOICES OF THE SEA
GATHERING CASTS WIDER NET
In 2012, Maine Maritime Museum
launched a program to showcase the talents of men and women who earn a living
working Maine’s waters. Voices of the Sea
gives these hard-working mariners the
opportunity to provide a glimpse into the
trials and beauty of their workaday world
through their artistic avocations, music
and poetry. Now in its third year, Voices
expands its impact by adding a visual element to the program and scheduling two
programs on two successive nights in two
Maine cities with working waterfronts.

The 2014 Voices of the Sea will be held in:
Bath, on Friday, March 14 at 7
p.m., in the Long Reach Hall of
Maine Maritime Museum.

Portland on Saturday, March 15 at
7 p.m. in the Cohen Center of the
Gulf of Maine Research Institute.

Members $15; nonmembers $17;
children $10
Hosted by John McDonald, Maine’s
Storyteller. Performers include
Bath’s own Kevin Gilmore, with
Poet Sally Woolf-Wade, Musician
Bob Bowman, and others.

Members $20; nonmembers $25;
children $12
Hosted by Gordon Bok, musician/
artist
Performers include Musician
Frank Gotwals, Poet Jack Merrill,
Poet Stefanie Alley, Storyteller Bob
Quinn, and others.

Support for the 3rd annual Voices of the Sea series comes from: Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance, Maine Coastal News, The INN at Brunswick Station, Hampton
Inn Bath, and CVC Catering Group. For more information visit www.mainemaritimemuseum.org/events/voices-sea.

Winter Harbor Lobster Festival and Lobster Boat
Races

Portland Lobster Boat Races
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VOICES: TALES OF THE PAST FROM SWAN’S ISLAND
In this new series, Landings features stories of fishing along the coast of Maine. The
stories highlight the contrasts and similarities facing fishermen today and yesterday.
We welcome your stories. Please contact Landings editor Melissa Waterman if you
would like to make a submission.

D: About how many traps do you have now?

Reproduced here is an edited version of one interview from the Maine Folklife Center
at the University of Maine, conducted with Tim Staples, at his home on Swan’s Island,
on August 13, 1974. The interviewer is David Littleton-Taylor. Taylor received his B.A.
at the University of Maine, followed by an MA and PhD in Folklore from Memorial
University of Newfoundland. He went on to become the Director of the Field School for
Cultural Documentation at the American Folklife Center in Washington, D.C.

D: Is that about the maximum, a hundred and fifty? For what you’ve got?

T: I have about a hundred and ten out now. But I hope to have a hundred and fifty
or so shortly. I plan on buying some more and having a good fall, fishing as many
as I can.
T: Yeah, I think so. Even if I put in a winch in my boat, that’d be just about as much
as I could haul.
D: What do most guys do in the wintertime around here?

T: Probably by myself, at thirteen. But I used to go with Dad when I was smaller,
and sorta just watch and bait pockets and stuff once in a while.

T: Quite a few guys now go scalloping during the winter. Because you can go scalloping, you can find somewhere in the lee where it isn’t too rough. There are some
guys who just haul up all their traps during the winter and build traps and fix up
old traps and their heads and there are some people who fish during the winter
when they can. Even if it’s only once a month, they still go out and make what they
can.

D: What did you have for a boat when you first had one of your own?

D: If somebody asked you how you were doing on a day, what would you tell them?

T: First I used to use my brother’s thirteen-foot boat. He used to go out, and then I
used to go up in the afternoons. And then I got my sixteen foot skiff.

T: Well, either you’d tell ‘em sometimes the truth, depends on who it was, or lots of
times you’d tell ‘em you aren’t doing anything, just so they wouldn’t muck around
and, and say “ Ah, he’s got traps over here, where I don’t have traps.” But everyone
watches everyone else anyway and watches where they move traps. You see a guy
take a load of traps somewhere and you say, “ Ah hah! that must be where they are.”

D: When did you first start hauling traps?

D: Did the older fishermen give you many hints about how to fish?
T: Ah, just my father. He told me little spots where there might be some lobsters,
in and around rocks, and where there was a rock and where there was a little kelp
bed and things like that.
D: How do the fishermen in the big powerboats react to people who go out in outboards like you do now?
T: They don’t mind at all cause mostly it’s father-son relationships and they understand that. They like to see new fishermen coming up, because they want the industry to grow, especially here on the island cause there’s some fear that the number of licenses may die out, and the number of fishermen may die out. And they
don’t want that. But they’re not too crazy about summer people putting out a few
traps here and there, mainly because they feel that summer people will take any
kind of a lobster, too short, punches, anything. You know, they’re taking ‘em home
to cook and eat, whereas someone else wouldn’t.

D: What do you think it takes to be a, a sucessful fisherman?
T: A lot of hard work. You have to fish at least three hundred traps or something,
but also you have to know what you’re doing. Some people are natural fishermen.
There are people who can set a trap and catch a lobster, and there are people who
can set traps in a ring around him and couldn’t catch a lobster at all. So there’s a lot
of know-how. Experience has a lot to do with it.
D: What do you think the future holds for lobster fishing?
T: I think if the lobstermen get together and put in some conservation measures
that there could be a good future. But if they don’t I think the future’s liable to be
bleak.

D: What do you think about fishermen’s cooperatives?

D: Do you think if there was a closed season, do you think fishermen could support
themselves for the period of time that fishing was prohibited?

T: I think they’re a good idea. It gives the fishermen a little money back. Usually
they get, I don’t know, five cents back on a pound or whatever it is. They’re earning their own business and it sorta kills the middleman in there, the lobster dealer.
And it gives the fishermen a little more profit which they always need.

T: Yeah, I think so. If there was a closed season and a three hundred trap limit,
they’d be doing so much better that they could work for half a year just fishing.
And the other half they could work on their gear, and get built up. And it seems as
though they might do better.

Lobster unquestionably from Maine.

Chefs know Maine lobster tastes the best.
The words “Maine Lobster” are simply
sensual to diners around the world.
But alas! unless the lobsters come from a
 º Ş
label of the Marine Stewardship Council
(MSC), there is no guarantee they are from
Maine.
Happily, at Linda Bean’s Perfect Maine®
  Ş
each lobster’s chain of custody to be from
State of Maine waters. We welcome the MSC
audit procedures as proof.
Our guarantee is rare, for we are unusual
ºŜ
Chefs and restaurants get the freshest,
sweetest lobster from my Rockland shipping
depot. We don’t blend in lobsters from
Canada. To us, they don’t taste like Maine
lobsters. The tastier, sweeter and more
succulent lobsters prefer the cold waters
hugging our Maine coast instead of the warm
northward Gulf stream to Canada.
At Linda Bean’s we believe every Maine
ºř
deserving more opportunity, new markets and
Ŝ
All Maine lobsters became MSC eligible
on March 10, 2013, so dealers can easily
  Ş
prove the extent of their loyalty to Maine
ºŜ
See you at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in
February and the Seafood Expo North America
 ɨɭŞɨɯŠ

Over 6 million pounds bought from Maine boats last season.
Inquiries: John Petersdorf, President, 207.593.7699, ext 104.

LindaBeansMaineLobster.com

