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By Melissa Waterman

Maine lobstermen will have 
the opportunity to voice their 
thoughts about the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries 
Commission’s (ASMFC) draft 
Addendum 27 to the lobster 
fi shery management plan at 
three public hearings in early 
March. Th e draft Addendum 
proposes measures to in-
crease protection of the Gulf of 
Maine/Georges Bank lobster 
spawning stock. “Lobstermen 
should know that this is not 
‘take-it-or-leave-it.’ Everything 
proposed in the document can be mixed and matched,” said Patrick Keliher, 
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner and ASMFC board 
member.

Th e ASMFC’s American Lobster Management Board initiated Addendum 27 in 
2017 as a proactive measure to improve the resiliency of the Gulf of Maine/

By MLA staff 

Th e Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) is 
proud to announce that Amber-Jean Nickel of 
Falmouth will be the MLA’s fi rst chief operating 
offi  cer. “We are really excited to have someone 
of Amber-Jean’s experience and skills join the 
MLA staff ,” said Kristen Porter, MLA president. 
“Th e MLA has done so much with an extremely 
small staff . Adding her talents will be a great 
boost to our eff orts.”

“I have so much respect for Maine lobstermen,” 
Nickel said. “Th e fi shery is an iconic part of 
Maine. To be a part of it is an honor and fi lls my 
work with purpose.”

Nickel comes from a military family and lived in 
many parts of the country growing up. Her fi rst 
introduction to lobster was on a trip with her 
grandmother, who loved to visit the state and introduced her to the coast. 

Her family eventually moved to Maine, where she completed high school at Mt. 
Ararat in Topsham. “My fi rst job was at a store in South Harpswell. Lobstermen 
would start their day there getting coff ee and snacks then end it there when 
they came in for pizza or a wrap,” she recalled.   

MLA WELCOMES ITS FIRST COO

MARINE STEWARDSHIP
COUNCIL ACTIONS

"CHALLENGING"
By Melissa Waterman

Th e origin of the acronym “snafu” comes from the military, a dry syn-
opsis of the typical snarl of confl icting regulations and orders experi-
enced by the troops. Th e same can be said of the Marine Stewardship 
Council’s (MSC) sustainability certifi cation process for the lobster 
fi shery, according to individuals in the Maine lobster industry. 

Th e Maine Certifi ed Sustainable Lobster Association (MCSLA), a 
collection of large lobster buyers and processors in Maine and oth-
er New England states, also known as the “client group,” was fi rst 
awarded its MSC sustainability certifi cate in 2016. Th e MSC certifi -
cate often is required by national and international seafood buyers 
before placing orders. Despite its belief that the Gulf of Maine lob-
ster fi shery meets all of the standards for MSC certifi cation, the cli-
ent group had to withdraw from the MSC process in early February. 

“It’s challenging to explain to media and customers why the Maine 
fi shery lost MSC certifi cation despite having no entanglements at-
tributed to the fi shery in almost 20 years,” said Marianne Lacroix, 
executive director of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative. 

Th e Gulf of Maine lobster fi shery’s MSC certifi cation was temporar-
ily suspended in 2020 after a federal judge ruled that the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) had violated the Endangered 
Species Act by permitting the federal lobster fi shery. Certifi cation 
was re-instated in 2021.

MSC certifi cations must be renewed every fi ve years. Th e current 
certifi cation was due to expire in January 2023. To renew its sustain-

Amber-Jean Nickel.
Addendum 27 calls for changes to 

LMA1 and 3 legal sizes. MLA photo.
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Mark Fleming

Th ey say March comes in like a lion and goes out like a 
lamb. Whatever the weather may be, March starts out 
with a bang at the annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum from 
March 2 through 4, in-person for the fi rst time since 2020.

On March 3, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) 
holds its 69th annual meeting at the Forum, when mem-
bers of MLA’s legal team will discuss the association’s on-
going legal battle against the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and its fl awed right whale protection measures. 
Th e MLA’s new Chief Operating Offi  cer Amber-Jean Nickel 
will also be introduced at that time. 

Lobstermen will have a chance early in March to comment 
on the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s draft 
Addendum 27 to the lobster 
fi shery management plan. 
Th e addendum has been sev-
eral years in the making. It 
was created in response to 
numerous annual surveys 
which show a decline among 
all ages of Gulf of Maine/
Georges Bank lobsters. Th e 
draft addendum considers 
measures to increase protec-
tion of the lobster spawning 
stock, specifi cally, measures 
that would change minimum 
and maximum gauge and 
vent size if the lobster stock 
declines below a certain 
threshold. 

Matt Talbot, Marine Patrol Colonel, provides an update 
this month on the activities of the Bureau. Several new 
offi  cers have joined Marine Patrol and existing staff  have 
been promoted. A new vessel, a 42-foot Calvin Beal, is un-
der construction with a delivery date in 2024 and plans are 
being fi nalized for a larger off shore patrol vessel. Marine 
Patrol offi  cers will be available to talk to attendees at the 
Maine Fishermen’s Forum. 

Suzie Arnold, senior ocean scientist at the Island Institute 
in Rockland, writes about the connection between climate 
change and the behavior of the endangered North Atlantic 
right whale. She points out that warming waters in the Gulf 
of Maine and elsewhere have changed the availability of 
right whale prey, namely a plump copepod called Calanus 
fi nmarchicus. 

“Th ese climate-driven changes lead to less favorable forag-
ing, reducing the calving rate, and exposing them to great-
er mortality risks from ship strikes and entanglements as 
they seek food in areas where precautions are not in place,” 
Arnold writes. 

DMR will be collaborating with Maine lobstermen to test 
two lobster trap retrieval systems as alternatives to expen-
sive, high tech ropeless gear throughout the next year. Th e 
systems off er less-expensive alternatives than acoustic sys-
tems, some of which are being tested in the Massachusetts 
closure this winter. 

“We want a range of options on the table to lessen any im-
pacts in the future,” said DMR’s Kevin Staples, who is coor-

dinating the project.

Th e Downeast Institute for 
Applied Marine Research 
and Education was once 
a small shellfi sh hatchery 
supplying shellfi sh seed to 
communities throughout 
Maine. Today it is a thriv-
ing research institute host-
ing scientists, students, re-
search fellows and children 
in a modern facility located 
on Great Wass Island. Th e 
growth of the Institute came 
about through “stubborn-
ness,” according to its execu-
tive director, Dianne Tilton. 

During the past two decades 
and with vital federal, state and private funds, the Institute 
has built new laboratories, classrooms and even space spe-
cifi cally for aquaculture research development. “We are 
able to do things now that we thought of and dreamt of 
doing,” Tilton said. 

Also in Landings this month you will fi nd our annual 
Business Directory, a four-page pullout of the many busi-
nesses that support the Maine Lobstermen’s Association. 
We hope you will patronize these fi ne companies whose 
membership support has helped the MLA weather some 
diffi  cult years recently. 

We hope you enjoy this issue and look forward to your 
thoughts on future editions.

Th e hard work continues throughout 2023. Photo 
by J. Bechard. 

Get noticed in 

LANDINGS!
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By Col. Matt Talbot, Bureau of Marine Patrol

As we throttle up into 2023, I am optimistic about the year ahead. A few points 
of good news, for instance, the recent breather to the Right Whale situation, an 
increase in Menhaden quota, and the return of the Fishermen’s Forum, are all 
welcome course corrections to our heading the last couple years. 

Personally, I fi nd myself notching nine months on the washrail (offi  ce desk) as 
Marine Patrol Colonel since taking the helm from retired Colonel Jay Carroll 
last May. Having spent my years in the fi eld working the Penobscot Bay region 
of the State, I look forward to meeting more of you from the east and west. 

Patrol continues to make positive strides forward with offi  cer recruitment and 
retention. Th e Bureau of Marine Patrol maintains 49 sworn offi  cer positions. 
Th ere are currently four vacancies, the fewest since April of 2019. MPO Alison 
Gauvin is our most recent Criminal Justice Academy graduate and is busy 
working her patrol in the Lubec area; MPO Abrahm Malloy is currently attend-
ing the Academy and is scheduled to return to the fi eld in June; and MPO Ben 
Wiant is our newest offi  cer currently fi eld training in the Jonesport area. Please 
make a point to connect with these new offi  cers, or the current offi  cer in your 
area, if you don’t already know them.

In addition to our new MPOs there have been a few other recent changes. 
Colin MacDonald was promoted to Captain in August 2022 and is now as-
signed to Headquarters in Augusta. Jeff rey Turcotte was promoted to 
Sergeant in September 2022. Sgt. Turcotte is currently supervising Patrol ac-
tivities in Section 5 from MDI to Milbridge. In November 2022, the Section 6 
Sergeant, Russel Wright, retired from the Bureau after over 20 years of ser-
vice. Sgt. Mark Murry has since taken supervisory duties in Section 6 from 
Harrington to Calais. 

Th e Bureau recently restructured some patrol, 
section, and division lines in response to changes 
in recreational and commercial fi shing activity 
levels, offi  cer duty schedule challenges, and to 
otherwise best position the agency for the fore-
seeable future. Th e take-away from this for the 
average harvester or dealer, specifi cally if you are 
east of Rockland, is that the offi  cer assigned to 
your area may have changed. You can refer to the 
contact list on the Marine Patrol portion of the 
DMR website for current assignments at https://
www.maine.gov/dmr/rules-enforcement/marine-
patrol/contact.

Th e agency continues to leverage funding op-
portunities to improve our patrol vessel fl eet by 
replacing aged equipment. Several 23’ aluminum 
Silver Ship outboard patrol boats have been com-
missioned in the last two years to replace several 
20+ year old Boston Whalers. Th e 42’ P/V Endeavor was launched in July 2021 
and assigned to Boothbay and a second 42’ Calvin Beal is currently in the works 
with an expected delivery in 2024. 

Th e Bureau is also fi nalizing plans for a larger patrol boat capable of conduct-
ing inspection of large off shore gear confi gurations. Each of these new vessels 
replace an existing platform and support Patrol’s ability to complete our duties 
safely and effi  ciently. 

As so many things continue to change, Marine Patrol’s commitment to Maine’s 
marine resources and commercial fi shing industry remains steadfast. Th e suc-
cess of your Marine Patrol has historically relied upon the relationship between 
an individual offi  cer and the community he or she serves; this fact has not 
changed. Please utilize Patrol as a resource when you have a fi shery question 
or a concern. Even when it is your turn to get boarded, know that MPOs are 
working diligently for the betterment of the entire industry.  

Best wishes for a safe and prosperous 2023! 
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GUEST COLUMN:     Marine Patrol's commitment remains steadfastGuest
COLUMN

Col. Matt Talbot is the 
head of DMR's Marine 
Patrol Bureau. 
DMR photo. 

As so many things continue to change, Marine 
Patrol’s commitment to Maine’s marine resources 

and commercial fi shing industry remains 
steadfast. 
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Fresh and Salted Bait

Herring

Monk Heads

Skate

Flounder Racks

Pogies

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER 
AND BAIT CO., INC.

70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine

207-967-0900 • 207-205-7949 cell

WE CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.

WE SELL BULK ICE!

GUEST COLUMN:     Climate is the real culprit in the whale sagaGuest
COLUMN

By Susie Arnold, Working Waterfront, reprinted with permission

In following the rollercoaster of how new regulations designed to protect the 
North Atlantic right whale will impact Maine’s lobster fi shery and the commu-
nities the industry supports, two recent announcements stuck out to me.

One is the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) fi ve-year review of the spe-
cies. Th e whales are still endangered, which is no surprise and not good news 
for anyone. Th e other is Congress’s 2023 appropriation which includes a pause 
on new federal whale regulations until the end of 2028 and allocates funds for 
more data and research.

At face value, these may seem juxtaposed. But within the fi ne print are ad-
vances that should allow us to more eff ectively monitor and protect an endan-
gered species in the face of a rapidly changing environment. Th e NMFS report 
acknowledges that climate change is a factor in the decline of the NARW and 
poses a signifi cant threat to its recovery, and Congress gave us the time and 
resources to adapt.

It is well known that the Gulf of Maine is warming faster than most water bod-
ies on the planet due to arctic warming changing our region’s ocean circula-
tion. Th e weakening of a major current system called the Atlantic Meridional 
Overturning Circulation is shifting the warm Gulf Stream northerly while the 
cold Labrador Current retreats, resulting in warmer water entering the Gulf of 
Maine through the northeast channel.

Th is phenomenon explains the 2010 “regime shift” when the rapid warming of the 
Gulf of Maine progressed in earnest; 2021 was the hottest year on record in the 
Gulf of Maine, and the top fi ve warmest summers all occurred in the last decade.

We know how warming impacts marine species like lobster, but it is also causing 
disruptions in predator-prey dynamics, particularly due to impacts on species 

at the base of the marine food web, such as Calanus 
fi nmarchicus, the copepod that is the preferred prey 
source for right whales.

Th e copepods are no longer occurring in dense patch-
es where right whales once fed. Th ese climate-driven 
changes lead to less favorable foraging, reducing the 
calving rate, and exposing them to greater mortality 
risks from ship strikes and entanglements as they 
seek food in areas where precautions are not in place.

Since 2015, more right whales are foraging in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. Long term acoustic monitoring 
indicates the daily occurrence of right whales in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence quadrupled after 2015 in com-
parison to 2011-2014. Coinciding with this change is 
an unusually high mortality rate since 2017, in part 
due to ship strikes and interactions with fi shing gear, like snow crab gear with 
heavier traps and thicker line than used in Maine fi sheries.

In the NMFS fi ve-year review, mortalities and serious injuries from ship strikes 
and entanglements are considered “human caused,” and rightly so. But there is 
another human cause leading to the decline of not just right whales, but most 
endangered species on the planet—climate change.

We’ve all played a role in pushing species to the brink. Undoubtedly serious inju-
ries and deaths are attributed to ship strikes and entanglements in fi shing gear, 
but it’s critical to acknowledge and consider the underlying stress from climate 
change that threatens every single whale, particularly reproductive females.

Th ese announcements, for me at least, come with some hope—hope that we 
can do better. Funds have fi nally been allocated to fi ll serious information gaps 
and enable regulatory and business decision-making based on facts and cur-
rent data rather than worst case scenarios and data that no longer applies due 
to rapid ocean climate change. Rather than continuing to document the de-
cline of things we care about, let’s work together to solve the problem.

Th e challenge shouldn’t fall on hard-working fi shermen engaged in one of the 
most sustainable fi sheries in the world to support their families, communities, 
and the backbone of an entire state’s economy. Th e North Atlantic right whale 
is just one acute example. Th e fact is we are living in a global biodiversity crisis, 
with a common thread—climate change. All of us can play a role in reversing 
this trend. Now, more than ever before, there are multiple pathways for action.

Susie Arnold is 
a senior ocean 
scientist at the 
Island Institute in 
Rockland. II photo. 

NEW REPORT SHOWS 2022 
ANOTHER HOT YEAR IN THE GULF 

OF MAINE
A report released by the Gulf of Maine Research Institute in February ranked 
2022 as the second warmest year ever recorded for the Gulf. Th e report says 
the Gulf 's average sea surface temperature (SST) in 2022 was 53.66o F., which 
was 3.72o above the long-term average and just 0.43o below the record of 54.1o

set in 2021. Th e most extreme temperatures in 2022 occurred in November and 
December, each setting new records for the highest monthly average SST in the 
Gulf of Maine. 

Th e GMRI report noted that since the early 1980s, the rate of warming in the 
Gulf of Maine, 0.86o F. per decade, has been more than triple that of the world’s 
oceans.

Nine of the 10 warmest years on record for the Gulf have occurred within the 
last decade. As for air temperatures, 2022 was the sixth warmest year since 
global records began in 1880, according to the annual report from the National 
Centers for Environmental Information, based on data collectd by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

...it’s critical to acknowledge and consider the 
underlying stress from climate change that 
threatens every single whale, particularly 

reproductive females.
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By Melissa Waterman

Downeast on the coast of Maine there is a small outpost of energy, a place full 
of scientists, students and entrepreneurs. Th e  Downeast Institute for Applied 
Marine Research and Education on Great Wass Island, formerly known as the 
Beals Island Regional Shellfi sh Hatchery, has 
blossomed in the past two decades into the na-
tion’s eastern-most marine fi eld station, off er-
ing research and education opportunities tied 
to its mission “[t]o improve the quality of life 
for the people of downeast and coastal Maine 
through marine research, marine science edu-
cation, and innovations in wild and cultured 
fi sheries.”

Th e Institute’s growth came about from “be-
ing stubborn,” according to Dianne Tilton, ex-
ecutive director. “Twenty years ago we asked, 
‘what do we want to do in the future? Do we 
want to remain a clam hatchery or do more?’” 
Th e answer was a resounding “more.”

Th e Beals Island Regional Shellfi sh Hatchery 
was the brainchild of Dr. Brian Beal of the 
University of Maine at Machias and six 
Washington County towns that were con-
cerned about declining shellfi sh beds in the 
region. In 1987, the state’s fi rst public shell-
fi sh hatchery opened in a tiny building on 
Perio Point in Jonesport. Th e hatchery’s work took off , supplying seed to towns 
throughout Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts. Students and re-
searchers worked with Beal to develop techniques for growing, overwintering 
and seeding clam fl ats. After incorporating as a non-profi t in 1996, the Regional 
Shellfi sh Hatchery changed its name and mission in 2000.

Changes came fast after that. “Th e space on Perio Point was too small. We need-
ed to go somewhere else. So we purchased an old lobster place with 16 acres on 
Great Wass Island,” Tilton said. In 2003 the Institute moved to a 9,600-square-
foot former lobster storage building on Black Duck Cove with more than 2,000 
feet of deep-water frontage and two lobster pounds. At that time, the Institute 

became a Marine Science Field Station for the University of Maine at Machias. 
With federal and state support, the building was converted into a shellfi sh pro-
duction and research hatchery with a fl owing seawater laboratory.

Next came a marine education center. In 2010, with grants from the Maine 
Technology Institute’s Maine Technology Asset 
Fund and the National Science Foundation’s 
Partnerships for Innovation program, a new 
1,000-square-foot building was built. Th e 
center allowed the Institute to off er educa-
tional programming for students from grades 
K through 12, as well as their teachers.

“We just kept trying and trying to raise the 
funds for our expansion plan,” Tilton said. 
Additional grants from the Maine Technology 
Institute funded construction of a new 100-
foot pier in 2012. Finally, the Institute was 
awarded more than $5 million from state and 
private foundations to build new marine labo-
ratories, as well as a conference room, student 
housing, and service buildings. Construction 
was completed in 2018.

Tilton has been with the Institute for more 
than two decades, fi rst as a board member for 
many years, now as the Institute’s fi rst execu-
tive director. For her, the Institute’s growth is 
a dream come true.  “We are able to do things 

now that we thought of and dreamt of doing,” she said. “We’re helping com-
munities, we’re helping innovative entrepreneurs, we’re working with teachers.”

For example, the Institute has aided mussel aquaculturists in making their 
businesses more successful. “A mussel farmer approached us. Mussel farms 
use wild set for seed each year. He was concerned because if there is no natu-
ral set, he has no harvest the next year. So researchers came up with a method 
for pre-seeding rope in the hatchery. Th e farmer just puts the rope out at his 
site,” Tilton said. Purchasing the pre-seeded rope from the Institute is one way 
the organization funds itself. “We don’t want to exist just on federal grants,” 
Tilton laughed. 

Th e Institute also conducts educa-
tional programs for Maine teach-
ers. Its Coastal Education Academy 
helps teachers use scientifi c meth-
ods in their K-12 science curriculum. 
Teachers attend a four-day workshop 
at the Institute and participate in a 
school research project for the follow-
ing school year. “Th e aim is to have the 
greatest impact on education as pos-
sible. So we teach the teachers how to 
do open-ended research. Rural teach-
ers often don’t have a background in 
science so these programs give them 
more confi dence,” Tilton said. “Th e 
kids love [the programs] because 
there is no wrong answer!”

Tilton exudes a “can do” attitude 
when speaking about the Institute’s 
future. Th e Institute completed purchase in February of three nearby prop-
erties with six homes to be used as housing for interns, summer fellows, re-
searchers and employees. A $2 million capital campaign will begin soon to 
cover the cost of the purchase and pay for building renovations. 

“We are talking with the World Wildlife Fund now about a possible mussel 
hatchery. And we’re think-
ing about raising lobsters 
in an aquaculture setting,” 
Tilton said. “We’re also 
working with the Eastern 
Maine Skippers Program [a 
Washington and Hancock 
Counties program for high 
school students]. Th ey are 
going to try to grow Maine 
shrimp. We thought, ‘why 
not?’”

"STUBBORNESS" KEY TO DOWNEAST INSTITUTE'S SUCCESSFUL GROWTH

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE 
• CHROME

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on 
the internet: marin hyd

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721  

Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity

• Sealed tapered 
roller bearings
• Aluminum  Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable

• This unit will power 10” 
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and 
other small boats
• Log Splitter

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE 
PUMP 
$544.70

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

Th e Downeast Institute has grown its facilities 
dramatically in the last two decades. 
Photos courtesy of the Downeast Institute.

Young scientists spend time in 
the lab and in the fi eld  at the 
Downeast Institute.
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STEAMING AHEAD 

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association 

•••

President: Kristan Porter 
Cutler, 460-0560
Vice-President: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241
Treasurer: Jim Dow 
Bass Harbor, 460-2565
Secretary: Chris Welch
Kennebunk, 205-2093

Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-9121
Joshua Beal, Milbridge, 479-9624
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 356-1684
Jarod Bray, Matinicus, 542-8961
Laurin Brooks, Kennebunk, 468-2165
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 380-7976
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 271-7199 
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 315-5977
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-7884
Troy Plummer, Boothbay, 350-7280
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 653-6914
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth, 
807-1048
John Williams, Stonington, 367-2731

Staff
•••

Chief  Operating Offi cer
Amber-Jean Nickel
amberjean@mainelobstermen.org

Policy Director  
Patrice McCarron    
patrice@mainelobstermen.org

Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Director of  Advancement
Kevin Kelley
kevin@mainelobstermen.org

Offi ce Administrator
Mindy Coath
mindy@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association

2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043

207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Advocating for a 
sustainable lobster resource 

and the fi shermen and 
communities that depend on 

it since 1954.

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING

Th e MLA Board of Directors met on January 25 and 
February 1 at Darby’s in Belfast. Th e Directors interviewed 
two fi nalists selected by the Search Committee for the 
MLA’s new Chief Operating Offi  cer (COO) position dur-
ing the January meeting. Th e Directors were impressed 
with both candidates and met again in February to select 
a candidate. After extensive discussion and vetting, the 
Directors unanimously voted in support of Amber-Jean 
Nickel and tasked the executive committee to fi nalize the 
hiring process. 

Th e Board discussed plans for MLA’s annual meeting, to 
be held Friday, March 3 at 9am at the Maine Fishermen’s 
Forum. MLA’s Legal Team will be our keynote speakers. 
Paul Clement will attend via Zoom, and Ryan Steen and 
Mary Anne Mason will be at the meeting. Mark Jones an-
nounced that he is stepping down. Th e board discussed 
nominees and will fi nalize its slate of nominees to pre-
sent to the membership for election to the MLA board. 

MLA’s Save Maine Lobstermen Campaign is progress-
ing with several fundraising events being planned for 
this winter, spring and summer. Th e MLA continues to 
explore options to coordinate with Maine Lobstermen’s 
Community Alliance to support the campaign. 

Maine’s lobster industry welcomed 2023 with a sense of 
optimism. As the industry catches its breath after the tur-
moil of the last few years, the MLA is preparing to tackle 
the ever-growing challenges we face, not least of which are 
the new whale rules in 2028. 

It’s worth taking a moment to refl ect on what the MLA 
has accomplished in the last few years with a barebones 
staff  and our volunteer Board of Directors, who refused to 
back down despite constant skepticism. We raised enough 
money to put together a team of talented experts, which fi -
nally earned the lobster industry the attention and respect 
it deserves.  

We hired the best legal team in the country to sue the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)! We came to 
court eloquently armed to counter misleading attacks by 
deep-pocketed non-governmental groups and our own 
government that sought to shut down the lobster fi shery. 
Not only has the MLA gone toe-to-toe with two Goliaths, 
we changed the entire media landscape on the right whale 
issue. Th ese accomplishments belong to the MLA and the 
MLA alone, and believe me, 
neither was an easy lift.

Th e shift in media coverage 
of the whale issue is particu-
larly important. It’s taken a 
long time and refl ects years 
of the MLA regularly touting 
the fi shery’s excellent track re-
cord in right whale conserva-
tion practices. Media reports 
now regularly state the fact 
that Maine’s lobster industry 
has never been known to kill a 
right whale and, in fact, right 
whales are very rare in the 
waters we fi sh. By making our 
story known, the public now 
struggles to understand why 
the federal government would 
put an industry with no evi-
dence of causing a right whale death out of business. 

Th en there’s the December miracle from Congress. Th e 
action taken by Congress was not random, but rather the 
result of collaboration and hard work behind the scenes. 
Th e MLA, with a lot of help from our legal team, and DMR, 
with a lot of help from its lobbyist and legal team, worked 
closely to craft a strategy that had a chance of being suc-
cessful in Congress. We carefully weighed from many an-
gles the level of relief Congress could provide the lobster 
industry against the chance of legislative success. Clearly 
we chose well. In the end, nothing would have happened 
if not for the incredible leadership and perseverance of 
Maine’s Congressional delegation and Governor. Th e six-
year pause and $50 million in funding for research and 
monitoring provide us the time and resources to work to-
ward solving this regulatory over-reach by NMFS. 

Th e MLA’s recent successes are tremendous, but if we are 
going to remain successful in the next phase of this fi ght, 

we need to up our game. Th e MLA team must be big enough 
and skilled enough to eff ectively do the work that must be 
done, whenever it needs to be done. 

Th e MLA is not currently set up to do this. What the MLA 
has achieved on the shoulders of its small staff  and board is 
its own miracle. Now it is time to strategically build MLA’s 
capacity so the organization does not collapse under the 
weight of the many complicated issues we face. 

Th is month the MLA is thrilled to welcome its fi rst Chief 
Operating Offi  cer. Amber-Jean Nickel has been hired to de-
velop a strategic path forward while managing the MLA’s 
operations in order to achieve a stable future for the as-
sociation. She will be introduced to MLA members at our 
annual meeting. I am shifting into Policy Director, so I am 
not going anywhere, just to a slightly smaller offi  ce!

Th e MLA is holding its 69th annual meeting this year. We 
have a rich history, stellar track record and institutional 
knowledge that is unmatched in the state. Th e MLA was 
started by lobstermen to unite the fi shery in order to 
address serious issues that threaten lobstermen, fami-

lies, and their communities. 
Nothing has changed since 
1954 except the complexity 
of the issues that lobstermen 
are facing. Leslie Dyer, Ossie 
Beal, Ed Blackmore, David 
Cousens, Kristan Porter … 
each man has had to fi nd the 
best way to lead the MLA for-
ward in the face of regulatory 
and management actions that 
could have swamped the in-
dustry at any time. 

I remember so clearly Arnie 
Gamage expressing his frus-
tration as the whale issue 
began to consume so much 
of the MLA’s time. He never 
balked at the MLA’s respon-

sibility to lead the fi ght but longed for the days when the 
issues MLA dealt with actually made sense to lobstermen, 
like not dragging for lobster or protecting oversize lobsters. 
Now, he said, lobstermen struggle to understand a fraction 
of what is being discussed. And these are the issues could 
put them out of business!

Arnie would be shocked at how truly complicated it has 
become. Th e incredible maze of the whale rules and the 
fast-developing off shore wind energy projects require re-
lentless attention. And who knows what will be next over 
the rail? Whatever it is, the MLA must be ready for it. 

Change can be hard but, as always, the MLA will adapt in 
order to make sure it remains rock-solid for Maine lobster-
men, both today and in the future. 

As always, stay safe on the water. 

Th e MLA does its work for Maine lobstering 
families, like the Hunt family of Corea. 
Photo by C. Clegg. 



March 2023 | LANDINGS  |  Page 7

Continued on page 8

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Th e board discussed several legal issues related to right whales. Oral arguments 
in MLA’s appeal of Judge Boasberg’s decision are scheduled for February 24. 

Th e board continued discussion on MLA’s role in two research projects. Th e 
MLA is supporting DMR’s eff orts to test innovative fi shing gear as alternatives 
to expensive acoustic ropeless technology. It is important to identify fi shing 
gear that will work for lobstermen, especially given that NMFS’s last whale pro-
posal included trap reductions, long trawls with only one endline (weak rope), 
new closures and ultimately, a transition to ropeless gear in 2030. 

In a separate eff ort, MLA is working on a pilot project with lobstermen and re-
searchers to use the data lobstermen have collected with their Olex and Time 
Zero systems to create a data set owned by fi shermen. Fishermen will then 
decide how the data can be used to represent the lobster industry in the man-
agement process. 

Th e board voted unanimously to appoint Katie Werner of Cape Elizabeth to 
replace Craig Stewart as MLA’s representative on the Maine Fishermens Forum 
board. Th e next meeting will be the Annual Meeting on March 3 at 9am at the 
Maine Fishermen’s Forum.

MLA WELCOMES TWO NEW STAFF MEMBERS!

MLA welcomed two new staff  members to our team! In late January, Mindy 
Coath fi lls MLA’s vacant Offi  ce Administrator position, while Amber-Jean 
Nickel became MLA’s fi rst Chief Operating Offi  cer in late February. Welcome 
to the team!

WIND UPDATE

MLA has participated in several meetings with BOEM regarding its plan to 
lease the Gulf of Maine for off shore wind. In addition to attending the BOEM’s 
public information meetings in January, MLA has participated in several ad-
ditional meetings with BOEM to explain the lobster industry’s concern over 
off shore wind development in the Gulf of Maine, and to urge BOEM to adopt 
the Maine Fisheries Working Group proposal to prohibit off shore wind develop 
inshore of the LMA 1/LMA 3 line. In its draft proposal, BOEM has prohibited 
off shore wind development within 20 miles of the Maine coast, and excluded 
development in certain critical habitat areas. 

WHALE UPDATES

2023 Right Whale Incidents
Date Right whale Outcome Other info
Feb. 12 3343, 20 yrs, 

Male
VS/M Found off  VA Beach, last seen alive 

12/26/2022 off  GA. Necropsy conduct-
ed

Feb. 9 4545, 8 yrs, 
Female

ENT Found in off shore waters, south of 
Mass, last seen gear free July 2022 in 
Gulf St Lawrence

Jan. 27 Argo, 1218, 
Male

ENT Found off  NC, last seen gear free Mass 
in May 2022. Disentanglement team 
removed 157 feet of line and 2 wire 
mesh traps. Gear origin LFA 33 CN lob-
ster gear

Jan. 20 Nimbus, 3812, 
15 yrs, male

ENT Found off  GA, last seen gear free Gulf St 
Lawrence 8/8/2022. Disentanglement 
team removed 375 feet of rope from 
mouth

Jan. 18 2021 calf (2 
yrs) of 3720

ENT Found off  Mass. First sighted entan-
gled 8/2022 in New Brunswick, CN

Jan. 9 Calf ( a few 
wks old), 

Male

M/Natural 
Mortality

Found off  NC, last seen alive 
01/03/2023. Mother was not identifi ed

Jan. 8 4904, 4 yrs, 
female

ENT/SI Found off  NC, last sighted gear free in 
May 2022 in Mass Bay

Source: https://www.fi sheries.noaa.gov/national/endangered-species-conser-
vation/north-atlantic-right-whale-updates

MLA Appeal

Paul Clement will lead MLA’s oral argument before the DC Court of Appeals 
before a panel of three judges (Judge Ginsburg, Judge Katsas and Judge Rao) on 
February 24. In addition to arguing that Judge Boasberg’s September 2022 rul-
ing against MLA should be overturned, he will also provide argument opposing 
the government’s motion to dismiss the case. On January 24, the Department 

of Justice fi led a motion to dismiss MLA’s appeal. Th is was opposed by all par-
ties, including the NGO’s. 

Peer Review of Decision Support Tool 

NMFS held a peer review of the Decision Support Tool (DST), which is the mod-
el the agency uses to measure how much risk is decreased based on proposed 
conservation measures. Th e six-member review panel included a diversity of 
scientists and modelers from around the country. Th e Peer Review team will 
provide a fi nal report to NMFS addressing whether the DST: 1) incorporates 
the commercial fi shery data sets necessary to determine fi shing eff ort and dis-
tribution, 2) incorporates relevant estimates of right whale distribution and 
densities, 3) uses appropriate entanglement risk coeffi  cients by gear type, 4) in-
corporates appropriate approaches to applying these coeffi  cients to estimate 
relative risk (and risk uncertainty) of large whales encountering gear, and 5) 
provides appropriate estimates of risk reduction of large whales encountering 
gear, using the fi shing eff ort and right whale density data reviewed under 1 and 
2.  For more information, visit https://www.fi sheries.noaa.gov/event/peer-review-
right-whale-decision-support-tool-0.

Lobster Institute Town Meeting 

Th e Lobster Town Meeting took place in Portland, Maine on February 3 and 
4. Th e meeting brought stakeholders together from the US and Canada to talk 
about the right whale issue. MLA executive director, Patrice McCarron, present-
ed an update of US eff orts to protect right whales and MLA president, Kristan 
Porter, presented on the types of whale safe gear being used and tested in the U.S. 

Mass. Lobstermen’s Association Sues Over Wedge Closure

Th e Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association fi le a lawsuit against National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) that the emergency “2023 wedge closure” was 
not allowed based on the language in the federal Omnibus bill that provided 
the lobster industry a six year delay before new whale rules are put in place. Th e 
association seeks a temporary restraining order to prevent the closure of this 
area. NMFS issued its fi rst emergency closure of the wedge area in March 2022, 
closing it again in February 2023. 

Calving update

Right whales are off  to a decent start for the 2023 calving season, which runs 
mid-November through mid-April. Researchers closely monitor the southeast-
ern Atlantic coast for right whale mother/calf pairs. As of February 16, 12 live 
calves have been identifi ed. A 13th calf was identifi ed without its mother and 
was found dead 2 weeks later. After a historic low in 2018 when zero calves 
were born, right whale calving rates have been improving, with seven identifi ed 
in 2019, 10 in 2020 and 20 in 2021. According to NMFS, 20 newborns in a calving 
season is considered a relatively productive year.
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MLA update continued from page 7

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

According to NMFS, female right whales become sexually mature at about age 
10. Th ey give birth to a single calf after a year-long pregnancy. Th ree years is 
considered a normal or healthy interval between right whale births. More in-
formation on the 2023 right whale calving season can be found at https://www.
fisheries.noaa.gov/national/endangered-species-conservation/north-atlantic-
right-whale-calving-season-2023.

LOBSTER GAUGE CHANGE BACK ON THE TABLE

Th e ASMFC’s American Lobster Board met on January 31 and approved an up-
dated draft Addendum 27 for public comment. Th e draft addendum consid-
ers implementing gauge and escape vent size changes to ensure that lobster 
reproduction remains high enough to sustain the Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank 
stock as the stock shows signs of decline. Th e draft addendum also proposes 
to standardize some management measures within and across the Lobster 
Conservation Management Areas, such as the defi nition of v-notch and requir-
ing all areas to have a maximum gauge. 

Th e Board initiated the Addendum as a proactive measure to reduce socio-eco-
nomic impacts resulting from a potential downturn in landings. Lobster settle-
ment and recruitment indices all show a downward trend which is an indicator 
of future landings. 

In January 2022, the board approved a draft addendum which would have trig-
gered gauge changes if survey data indicated a 17% decline. Th e updated draft 
addendum would not trigger gauge changes until survey data indicate at least 
a 32% decline. Th ere are multiple options presented of when and how much the 
gauge would change. For Area 1, the increase would range from 3 5/16” to 3 3/8” 
(status quo 3 ¼”) which the decrease in the maximum gauge for Area 3 would 
range from 6 ½” to 6” (status quo 6 ¾”). 

Th ree public hearings are scheduled for Maine (March 7 in Freeport, March 8 
via webinar, March in Ellsworth). Written comments are due March 31, 2023 
and to Caitlin Starks at comments@asmfc.org (Subject line: Lobster Draft 
Addendum XXVII). Th e document is available at http://www.asmfc.org/about-
us/public-input. 

MENHADEN FISHING SEASON REGULATIONS PROPOSED

DMR has proposed the following regulations for the 2023 menhaden season. 

State allocation fi shery: Th e fi sh-
ery will begin on the third Monday 
in June. Landings will be allowed on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
each week. Harvesters cannot take 
or possess more than 18,000 pounds 
or 51 barrels per harvester vessel per 
week, and are limited to one landing 
per calendar day. DMR proposes to 
authorize the Commissioner to pro-
hibit menhaden fi shing for up to 14 
days during the State Allocation fi sh-
ery, if necessary to slow the rate at which the quota is caught.

Episodic event fi shery: Th e episodic fi shery may be authorized by the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission following the closure of the state alloca-
tion fi shery. If the fi shery is opened, landings will be allowed on Mondays and 
Fridays and harvesters will be limited to 6,000 pounds or 17 barrels per har-
vester vessel per day. Only one landing is allowed per calendar day. 

Small scale fi shery: Th is fi shery opens only after the full utilization of the state 
allocation and episodic event fi sheries. Landings will be allowed Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. Harvesters will be limited to 6,000 pounds or 17 bar-
rels per harvester vessel per day. Only one landing is allowed per calendar day. 
Gear is limited to bait gillnets (up to 500 ft long), cast nets, pots, hand seines, 
hook and line, pound nets, fi sh weirs, fyke nets and fl oating fi sh traps. 

Pound nets and fi sh weirs only: Th ese gears only may land 7 days per week dur-
ing each fi shery (state, episodic and small-scale). Gears must be marked with 
buoys including full name and DMR Landings number. Th ese gears may start 
fi shing on June 1st, limited to 1,050 pounds or 3 barrels daily. Starting the third 
Monday in June, pound nets and fi sh weirs will be limited to 18,000 pounds 
or 51 barrels per harvester vessel per week. During the episodic fi shery, the 
daily landing limit will be 6,000 pounds or 17 barrels and may not exceed 12,000 
pounds or 34 barrels per week. During the incidental fi shery, the daily landing 
limit will be 6,000 pounds of 17 barrels and may not exceed 18,000 pounds or 
51 barrels per week.

DMR is holding a hybrid public hearing on February 27 at 5pm at the DMR 
offi  ce and remotely via Microsoft Teams. Public comment may be submitted 
until March 10, 2023. Th e ASMFC Menhaden Board met on February 1 and ap-

proved state implementation plans for Addendum I.

HERRING QUOTA SET THROUGH 2025

Th e ASMFC Herring Committee met on January 31 adopted the 2023-
2025 specifi cations package as recommended by the New England Fishery 
Management Council (NEFMC), contingent on the fi nal rule being published 
by NOAA Fisheries. NOAA Fisheries is planning to publish an interim fi nal rule 
in February 2023 to implement the 2023-2025 specifi cations package. 

Recommended Herring Specifi cations 2023-2025 (in metric tons)
2023 2024 2025

Annual Catch Level (ACL) 12,429 19,189 23,961
   Area 1A Sub-ACL 3,592 5,546 6,925
   Area 1B Sub-ACL 534 825 1,030
   Area 2 Sub-ACL 3,455 5,335 6,661
   Area 3 Sub-ACL 4,847 7,848 9,345
Border Transfer = 0; Fixed Gear Set-Aside = 30mt; Research Set-Aside = 0%

NMFS FISHING BUSINESS COST SURVEY

NOAA’s Social Sciences Branch invites active, federally-permitted commercial 
fi shing vessel owners in the Northeast’s region, to participate in a voluntary 
survey to collect information about calendar year 2022 commercial fi shing 
expenses. NOAA will start sending out surveys in March 2023. Currently, this 
survey is the only way NOAA Fisheries collects this kind of information in our 
region. 

NOAA uses the data collected to achieve the following goals: develop economic 
analyses that inform commercial fi shing regulation and policies, better under-
stand the eff ects of regulations on commercial fi shing businesses and commu-
nities, track trends in business costs over time, evaluate the economic perfor-
mance of fi shing fl eets, better understand profi tability of fi shing fl eets, expand 
the new cost survey data visualization tool which vessel owners can use for 
business planning. Additional information is available online at https://www.
fi sheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/commercial-fi shing/commercial-
fi shing-business-cost-survey?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery.

MAINE LEGISLATURE

Th e Maine 131st Legislature is back in session. Th ere are many new faces on the 
Marine Resources Committee. Th e Marine Resources Committee is comprised 
of 13 members and is chaired by Sen. Cameron Reny of Lincoln and Rep. Allison 
Hepler of Woolwich.

Th e 131st Legislature will be returning to in-person committee meetings, how-
ever online options will still be off ered. Committee meetings are livestreamed 
using the Legislature’s streaming service. To access the livestream (or archive) 
go to the date of the committee meeting on the Legislature’s Calendar (https://
legislature.maine.gov/Calendar/). To receive weekly scheduling updates, con-
tact Linda LaCroix at: MAR@legislature.gov or 207-287-1337, or sign up online 
at: https://lists.legislature.maine.gov/sympa/info/mar-ip.

Th e following bills will be considered by the Legislature this session. 

LD 370 An Act to Protect Marine Resources in Maine, sponsored by Sen. Reny of 
Lincoln. Th is is a concept draft that proposes to protect marine resources in 
the State.

LD 710 An Act to Fund the Lobster Legal Defense Fund, sponsored by Rep. 
Faulkingham of Winter Harbor. Th is bill proposes to provide a one-time ap-
propriation to support the State’s lobster industry by reimbursing a statewide 
lobster fi shing associations and labor unions for legal costs incurred and paid 
in legal proceedings involving the federal whale regulations implementing the 
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan.

LD 574 An Act to Amend the Laws Governing Working Waterfront Covenants, spon-
sored by Rep Rielly of Westbrook. Referred to the Committee on Committee on 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. Th is bill proposes to allow certain non-
profi t corporations or charitable trusts that are authorized  to hold conserva-
tion easements to also be allowed to hold working waterfront covenants.

LD 16 An Act to Make Technical Changes to Maine’s Marine Resources Laws (DMR 
Bill), sponsored by Representative Hepler of Woolwich. Th e bill 

• Amends the defi nition of “scallop” to include bay scallops, and amends the 
  defi nition of “shellfi sh” to include scallops   and “whole scallop” to exclude 
the adductor muscle on the  shell. 

•   Clarifi es that a license-holding member of named tribes  is not required  to 

Photo by M. Carpenter.
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In 2006 Nickel found her career niche at Hancock Gourmet Lobster Co., based 
in Topsham. Th e business, which produces value-added lobster items, was 
founded by Cal Hancock in 2000. Th e company’s lobster products quickly won 
attention from customers and awards from the Specialty Food Association. 
Nickel was the Director of Operations and Marketing just as the company was 
starting its rapid growth. Th rough the years she became involved in many of 
the planning aspects of that growth, and was responsible for customer service, 
marketing and web presence for the company.

After ten years, Nickel left to explore other opportunities that helped her devel-
op new skills focused in communications, fi nancial management and commu-
nity partnerships. She returned to Hancock Gourmet Lobster Co. in 2018 when 
she served as the company’s General Manager for two years before becom-
ing Chief Executive Offi  cer in 2020. Cal Hancock sold the company to Ready 
Seafood in 2019.

When asked what she brings to her new position at the MLA, Nickel is quick to 
answer: “I am very organized and I am good at setting plans and goals and then 
working out the details to make them happen.” Such skills will be put to good 
use as the MLA continues its ongoing eff orts to end National Marine Fisheries 
Service’s regulatory over-reach of the lobster fi shery and prevent the imple-
mentation of a fl awed plan that would extinguish the Maine fi shery while do-
ing little to protect endangered North Atlantic right whales. 

“Th ere’s always a moment in any organization or business when you have to 
pause and assess so that when you take your next step, you are ready for it. I’m 
excited to help the MLA take that step so it can continue to successfully lead 
Maine’s lobster industry through these extremely challenging times,” Nickel said. 

Nickel continued from page 1

complete the lobster fi shery apprentice program if the license applicant 
has completed  an apprentice program that satisfi es the tribe, nation or 
band.

•   Replaces a license exemption for personal use to the commercial halibut 
fi shing  license, adds a violation for fi shing for halibut without a commer-
cial halibut fi shing license .

•   Allows enhanced retail certifi cate license holders to purchase shellfi sh 
from the  holder of an aquaculture license and corrects   cross-references in 
the administrative suspension process for licenses and  certifi cates issued 
under marine resources laws.

LD 191 An Act to Amend the Laws Regarding Certain Business Equipment Tax 
Benefi ts, sponsored by Sen Stewart of Aroostook. Th e public hearing was held 
February 14 before the Taxation Committee. Th is bill proposes to exclude from 
eligibility for the business equipment tax exemption and the business equip-
ment tax reimbursement a person that, based on 3rd-party certifi cations, bans, 
boycotts or otherwise restricts or prevents the sale or distribution of any prod-
uct that is legally produced, harvested or grown in the State.

LD 742 An Act to Divest State Pensions from Companies Boycotting Maine Lobster, 
sponsored by Sen. Brakey of Androscoggin. Referred to the Committee on 
Labor and Housing. Th is bill proposes to require the Maine Public Employees 
Retirement System to divest any stocks, securities or other obligations of any 
corporation or company that trades in lobsters and that has publicly stated it 
will not trade in lobsters caught in Maine waters or caught by any Maine com-
mercial lobster license holder. 

LD 427 An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Invest in Research, 
Development and Commercialization in Maine’s Marine Technology and 
Aquaculture Sector, sponsored by Rep. Rielly of Westbrook. Referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations and Financial Aff airs.  Th is bill proposes a bond 
in the amount of $25,000,000, to be awarded through a competitive process to 
Maine-based public and private entities and leveraging other funds in a one-
to-one ratio, will be used to invest in research, development and commerciali-
zation in the State’s marine technology and aquaculture sector to be used for 
infrastructure, equipment and technology upgrades to enable organizations to 
gain and hold market share and to expand employment or preserve jobs.

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

LD 258 Includes Department of Marine Resources Biennial Budget. Referred 
to Committee on Appropriations and Financial Aff airs.  Th e DMR budget in-
cludes several initiatives comprised of a net increase of $5,170,676 in General 
Fund, which includes $3,600,600 in one-time funding, net increase of $240,349 
in Federal, and a net increase of $416,824 in Other Special Revenue. Th is budget 
addresses some of the agency’s highest priority needs. Th e requests include 
$3.6 million to replace the agency’s 70 year old Cessna plane with a Kodak 100; 
$200k for ongoing maintenance of the Boothbay lab; an increase of $100k to 
maintain DMR’s boat fl eet; and $125k to cover increased Marine Patrol fuel 
costs. 

Bill Titles, not printed

LR 1417 An Act to Create a Restricted Senior Lobster and Crab Fishing License,
sponsored by Rep. Perkins of Dover-Foxcroft. 

LR 1544 An Act to Allow Lobster Fishing in Federal Waters Under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, sponsored by Rep. Adams Lebanon.

LR 2356 An Act to Create the Lobster Industry Working Group, sponsored by Rep. 
Golek Harpswell.

LR 171 An Act to Defend Maine’s Lobster Industry and Protect the Industry’s 
Future, sponsored by Sen. Vitelli Sagadahoc.

LR 1793 An Act to Assist Lobster Fishing Apprentices to Obtain a License Within 5 
Years, sponsored by Rep. Collamore Clint of Waldoboro.

LR 1481 An Act to Require Federal Off shore Wind Development to Benefi t Maine 
Communities, sponsored by Rep. Gere of Kennebunkport.

LR 1407 An Act to Require Legislative Approval of the Location and Construction 
of an Off shore Wind Port in Searsport, sponsored by Rep. Williams of Bar Harbor.

LR 1895 An Act to Prohibit Off shore Wind Energy Development, sponsored by 
Rep. Strout of Harrington. 

LR 741 An Act Regarding the Procurement of Energy from Off shore Wind Resources,
sponsored by Sen. Lawrence of York.

Monday March 13th, 2023
Boston Convention & Exhibition Center

• Catch the bus in Bangor, Augusta, 
Portland or Kennebunk

• See how your lobster is marketed!
• Taste seafood from all over
• Celebrate with Maine industry people

FMI: call 207-967-4555 or mainelobstermen.org

Sponsored by Machias Savings Bank, Hannaford 
and Lobster From Maine
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Thank you to our 2023 Donors.

Thank you to those 
whose donations to 
#SaveMaineLobstermen 
Campaign total $100,000 
or more
John and Brendan Ready
Machias Savings Bank
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust 
First National Bank
Donald Sussman

GGiftss $$ 5,000——$$9,999 
Hamilton Marine
Town of Stonington
 

GGiftss $2,5000 -- $$4,999 
Delano Seafood
Friend & Friend
 

GGiftss $1,0000 -- $$2,499 
Bar Harbor Chamber of 
     Commerce
American Lobster Products
WW Kennedyy Boonee 
Tricia Ann Carver
Go Fish! 
Michael Flanigan
Travis Gamage
Chip Johnson
CClaytonn Joycee 
RRobertt Leary 
JJenniee Mendez 
Jonathan Murphy
David A Thomas
Town Of Kittery
Wendy Webster Good Fine Art
BBobb Williamss 
JJuliann Zuke 

GGiftss $5000 -- $$999 
EE Vancee Bunker 
Chandler River Fuel Service
Deer Isle Sunset Cong 
    Church
KA ORA Bracelets
Martin Leeman
Port Lobster Company
Sean Kelley
Chris Kelsey
Weathervane Seafoods
Wind Horse Arts
LLeonardd Youngg 

GGiftss $3000 -- $$499 
Kyick Charters LLC
Maine Camp Outfitters
Tiller & Rye Grocers
 

GGiftss $1000 -- $$299 
RRobertt Beal 
Thomas Bennett
GGlennn Billingss 
CCharless Dillion 
Stephanie Ewen
Alice Ingraham

2023 began with a real sense of relief, 
but the crisis is far from over. 

Help us keep fighting for you and your family!

MMLAA Legall Defensee Fund::  22 Storerr St,, Suitee 203,, Kennebunk,, MEE 040433   
  wwww.savemainelobstermen.orgg    207--9967--44555

Donations listed were received by 2/16/23. 

$$1000 -- $$2999 cont’d 
Bruce Irwin Johnson
The Kelley Family
John McCann
Travis Otis Family
WWoodburyy Postt 
LLisee && Davidd Pratt 
CClarencee Preble 
Scot Reisner
John & Sondi Stanton
Zachary Teal
VIP Maine Mobile
Elaine Yandow
E. Richard Young

GGiftss Underr $1000 
Petrea Allen
Fred Backman
SSallyy Barterr 
GGavinn Bayley 
Kathye Gorham
Namaste Clean Soaps
Harry Nelson
Willem Nieuwkerk
Port Clyde Kayaks
Rigid Fishing
Bonnie Rogers
Russell Pancoast
Shenanigan’s by Sam
JJonn Stehlikk 
The Community Gourmet
Travis Widdecomb
 
WWEE GOOFED..  
TThesee generouss donorss weree 
aaccidentallyy omittedd fromm ourr 
220222 recap.. Wee aree noo lesss 
aappreciativee despitee ourr  
ooversight.. 

GGiftss inn Memoriam 
 

 

 
 

Greg Gamage & Arnie 
Gamage
Travis Gamage

Willie Havener
Petrea Allen

Gene Kelley
The Kelley Family

Evelynne Small
Kathye Small

Susan Young
E Richard Young

� $10,000 

� $5,000

� $2,000

� $1,000

� $500

� $365  “a dollar a day”

� Other: _________ 

� Make this a yearly gift

NName:: ___________________________________________ 

BBusinesss Name:: _________________________________ 

 ______ ppleasee usee myy businesss namee inn myy listing 

AAddress:: ________________________________________ 

CCity:: ________________State::  ________  Zip:: __________  

 PPhone:: ________________________________________ 

EEmail:: _________________________________________ 

SSweatshirtt Size:: ________________________________ 

IInn Memoryy of:: ______________________________________ 

Help Us Keep Fighting for Our Heritage. e. 

       NEW 2023 DONOR SWEATSHIRT! 

Anyone who 
donates at 
least $1,000 in 
2023 will 
receive this 
EXCLUSIVE 
donor
sweatshirt. 

Wear yours 
with pride!

      GGiftss inn Honorr Of::  

The Joy Family
Bruce Erwin Johnson
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Harvester Membership Levels:
�����
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��� ����������

� !	���
���
�	��	
����	
�"� �����������

� #	��
	����
�	��	
�� ��������������

����������������(no longer a captain)

* family memberships are for spouses and 
children under 23 living at home

$��	%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

'��
	��%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

(���)!���	)*�+%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

,���	%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&�(	��%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&�-./.0%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

1����%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates )

0����$��	%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

2�3��	
�2�4	��	�5%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&�*��	�6�-���
�4�%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

��������7	�3	
�%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

Yes, I want to add my sternman for $50! 
$��	%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&�-/0%&&&&&&&&&&&&&�

18����%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&�,���	%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

���� '��
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Individual Membership Levels:
� !�	
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� 2�3��	
��
�	�� ������������������

� 2�3��	
�2��	
���������������������������������
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2 Storer St, Suite 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043    www.mainelobstermen.org   207-967-4555 

���Donate to Legal Defense Fund
       '��������&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

Check your wallet. It could be time. 

Protecting Maine lobstermen, now & for the future.
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BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM

 Jonesboro, ME  Portland, ME  Th omaston, ME  West Bath, ME Wakefi eld, RI
 (207) 434-5791  (800) 244-8727  (800) 426-4526  (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,

 Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering 
throughout New England, we are closer to you than 
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and 

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us at the 
Maine Fishermen’s Forum.

Mission critical.

Ready Seafood supports Ready Seafood supports 

for the future of our industry!for the future of our industry!

www.readyseafood.com

Monday March 13th, 2023
Boston Convention & Exhibition Center

• Catch the bus in Bangor, Augusta, 
Portland or Kennebunk

• See how your lobster is marketed!
• Taste seafood from all over
• Celebrate with Maine industry people

FMI: call 207-967-4555 or mainelobstermen.org

Sponsored by Machias Savings Bank, Hannaford 
and Lobster From Maine
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2023 Business Directory

Cape Porpoise Lobster Co, Inc.
PO Box 7217 Cape Porpoise, ME 04014

207-967-0900 info@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com

Accounting

Automotive - Truck

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington & Augusta
207-607-7118
trish@rgtaxresolution.com
www.rgtaxresolution.com

Island Fishing Gear & NAPA Auto Parts
PO Box 292
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-5959
visitthegirls@msn.com

Bait Dealers

Louisiana Bait Products, Inc. 
11908 Highway 87
Jeanerette LA 70544
www.getbait.com
shawn@getbait.com

Lund’s Fishery, Inc.
997 Ocean Dr. Cape May, NJ 08204

609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com

www.lundsfish.com

Boat Builder & Repair

Farrin’s Boat Shop
19 Sproul Road
Walpole ME 04573
207-563-5510
www.farrinsboatshop.
com

Johns Bay Boat 
Company
PO Box 58 
South Bristol ME 
207-644-8261
www.johnsbayboat.com

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605

207-667-7427  swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com

Biz Support Services

1513 Portland Rd., Arundel, ME 04046
207-985-3537

info@weirsgmc.com
www.weirsgmc.com

CBS Lobster & Bait
52 Union Wharf 
Portland ME 04101
207-775-2917 cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish Co. 
370 East Eagle St

East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200

lou@channelfishco.com

Acadia Benefits 
50 Portland Pier Ste 301

Portland, ME 04101
207-761-2426

kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acadiabenefits.com

Atlantic Sea Farms
20 Pomerleau St., Biddeford, ME 04005

ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
wwwatlanticseafarms.com

Royal River Boat Repair
307 Bayview St.

Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577

alan@royalriverboat.com

Nor’east bait LLC
Tom Canino

4 Vacation Dr
York, ME 03909

207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com

www.noreastbait.com

Gillespie Marine LLC
519C Gardiner Rd.

 Wiscasset, ME 04578
207-504-2652

GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Electronics

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
PO Box 5582

Bellingham, WA 98225

360-399-6993  info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com

Woods Hole Group
107 Waterhouse Rd
Bourne, MA 02532
fishingsales@woodsholegroup.com

508-540-8080

www.woodsholegroup.com

Finestkind Scenic 
Cruises
PO Box 1828
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5227
ehubbard@maine.rr.com
www.finestkindcruises.
com

Seacoast Tours of 
Freeport
P.O. Box 194 
South Freeport, ME 04078
207-798-2001
peter@seacoasttoursme.com
https://seacoasttoursme.
com

Education & Entertainment

156 New County Rd
Rockland ME 04841

jason@rockbound.com
207-596-7803

NAVROC Marine Electronics

M&B Fish Co.
26 Moran Rd.

Bridgton, ME, 04009
865-806-9997

mbfishco@gmail.com

Harbor Bait
69 Atlantic Ave
Boothbay, ME 04537
harborbait@outlook.
com
207-633-2214

William Coffin & 
Sons Inc
PO Box 508
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-497-5765

Kittery Point Yacht Yard
48 Bowen Rd, Kitttery ME 03909

207-439-9582
tallen@kpyy.net   www.kpyy.net

Michael Morris
310 Ellington AveE

Garden City NJ 11530
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Aquaculture



Page 14  | LANDINGS  | March  2023

Hamilton Marine
155 E Main St

Searsport, ME 04974
207-548-6302; 800-639-2715

bclements@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com

Fishing Marine & Industrial 

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd

Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090

melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com

Gifts 

Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics, Inc.
28 Route 286

Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914 sales@coastalhyd.com

Hews Company, LLC
190 Rumery St, South Portland, ME 04106

207-767-2136; 800-234-4397
info@hewsco.com
www.hewsco.com

Tightlines Tackle Company
60 School Street’

Daariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944

tightlinestackle.com

Fuel

154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
info@colbyandgale.com

207-563-3414
www.colbyandgale.com

Ketchum Supply Co.
111 Myrtle St. 

New Bedford, MA 02740
508-997-4787

myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

Agri-Access
offices throughout the U.S.
Office 888-888-8220, Mobile 507-810-0837
matthew.senter@agri-access.com
www.agri-access.com

Bar Harbor Bank &  Trust
135 High St
Ellsworth, ME 04605
888-853-7100
www.bhbt.com

CEI
2 Portland Fish Pier, Suite 201
Portland, ME 04101
207-504-5900
Hugh.Cowperthwaite@ceimaine.org 
Nick.Branchina@ceimaine.org
www.ceimaine.org

First National Bank
PO Box 940
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3195; 800-564-3195
steve.poulin@thefirst.com
www.thefirst.com

Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347  
www.machiassavings.com

Maine Financial Group Inc.
144 Route 1
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-885-5900; 800-974-9995
j.amabile@mainefinancialgroup.com
www.katahdintrust.com

Oliver Investments, LLC
590 Main St.
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-380-1898
jake@JakeOliverInvestments.com
www.jakeoliverinvestments.com

Financial & Investment

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.

Auburn, ME 04210 
207-784-0193  800-831-4230

David.Bishop@farmcrediteast.com
www.farmcrediteast.com

Twin City Financial Group
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston ME 04240
207-777-6266 Mike@twincityfg.com
www.twincityfg.com

Midcoast Solar
12 Balsam Circle
New Harbor, ME
207-350-3060    207-522-2797
sales@midcoastsolar.com
www.midcoastsolar.com

Chase Leavitt
PO Box 589
Portland, ME 04112
207-772-6383
jonl@chaseleavitt.com
www.chaseleavitt.com

Guy Cotton Inc.
782 South Water St.
New Bedford, MA 02740
800-444-6050
info@guycottenusa.com
www.guycottenusa.com

Midcoast Marine Supply
153 New County Rd.
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-594-0011
mms@midcoast.com;
www.midcoastmarinesupply.com

North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive 

Exeter, NH, 03833
603-418-0470

djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

New England Marine & Industrial Inc.
200 Spaulding Turnpike
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-436-2836; 800-492-0779
info@newenglandmarine.com
www.newenglandmarine.com

Novatec Braids Ltd
234 Water St.
Yarmouth, NS B5A 4P8
902-742-1832
performance@novabraid.com
www.novabraid.com

RE Thomas
14 Franklin Rd
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-6532
sales@retmarine.com
www.retmarine.com

Rope Razor
3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
www.roperazor.com

Seacoast Lobster Bands
2 Crafts Ct.  
Manchester,  Ma. 01944
978-500-8292
Bob@seacoastlobsterbands.com
www.seacoastlobsterbands.com

Superior Marine Products Inc.
32 Lewiston Rd Bldg. 2
Gray ME 04039
207-292-2590 
sales@superiormarineproducts.com
www.superiormarineproducts.com

Documentation and 
Marine Survey

Coastal Documentation II
342 Gurnet Rd.
Brunswick ME 04011
207-596-6575
coastaldocumentationii@gmail.com
www.coastaldocumentation.com

Northeast Marine Survey, Inc
9 Bangs Shore Road
Orrs Island, ME 04066
207-833-0954  nemsinc@comcast.net
www.northeastmarinesurvey.us

Shearwater Marine Surveying LLC
Lincolnville, ME
207-272-7364
shearwatermarinesurveying@gmail.com
shearwatermarinesurveying.com

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc
10 Bay Park Drive
Topsham, ME 04086
207-725-7552
lonnieshyd@comcast.net
www.comcast.net

Marine 
Hydraulic Engineering
17 Gordon Dr. 
Rockland ME 04841
800-747-7550
sales@marine-hydraulic-engineering.com
www.marine-hydraulic-engineering.com
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Swans Island Fishermen’s Co-op
PO Box 116

Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327

sicoop@tds.net

Stonington Lobster Co-op
PO Box 87

Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286; 800-315-6625

lobstercoop@myfairpoint.net
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd

South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029

shfcoop@gmail.com

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St, Suite 204
Portland, ME 04101

207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
PO Box 523
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-985-8088  erin@gomlf.org
www.gomlf.org

Island Fishermen’s Wives Association
PO Box 293
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-5579   ifwa@msn.com

Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
13 Atlantic Ave
PO Box 27
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2708
info@coastalfisheries.org
www.coastalfisheries.org

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
PO Box 315
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org

Maine Sea Grant 
5784 York Complex, Bldg 6
Orono, ME 04469
207-581-1435
www.seagrant.umaine.edu

Industry Organizations Lobster- Wholesale/Retail

Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd, Spruce Head ME 04859

207-596-6691 
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com

www.atwoodlobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4

Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800

johnny@shucksmaine.com
www.shucksmaine.com

Maine Lobster Outlet LLC
360 US Route 1 
York, ME 03909

207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com

https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Co-op
PO Box 258

Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438

cranberrycoop@gmail.com
www.littlecranberrylobster.com

DC Air & Seafood
258 Newman St

Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139 

www.dcairandseafood.com

Ben McKinney
84 Industrial Park Rd

Saco ME 04072
207-332-0304

ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com

RDR Lobster Inc. 
1077 Bar Harbor Rd
Trenton, ME 04605

207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Insurance

Chapman & Chapman
PO Box 1030
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3143; 800-370-3143
kathy@chapmanandchapmanins.com
www.chapmanandchapmanins.com

Varney Agency, Inc
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
www.varneyagency.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route One, Falmouth, ME 04105

207-781-5553; 800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com

FA Peabody Insurance
254 Main St.

Calais, ME 04619

800-759-4478 
www.fapeabody.com

Delano Seafood
2090 Atlantic Highway
Waldoboro, ME 04572
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

The Lobster Co.
1272 Portland Rd. 
Arundel ME 04046

207-985-3456
lobco@me.com

Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300 www.atlanticedhelobster.com
atlanticedgelobster@gmail.com

Beal’s Lobster Pier
182 Clark Point Rd
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679
207-244-3202  customerservice@bealslobster.com
www.bealslobster.com

Beals Jonesport Coop Inc.
PO Box 195, Jonesport, ME 04649
207-497-2020
beals-jonesport@myfairpoint.net

Conary Cove Lobster Company, Inc.
83 Conary Cove Rd
Deer Isle, ME 04627
207-348-6185

Downeast Dayboat
Cora Cressey Rd. 
Bremen, ME 04551
207-838-1490 togue@downeastdayboat.com
https://downeastdayboat.com

Select MLA Business Members  
color ad

Keeper MLA Business Members 
written listing
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Marine Engines

Refrigeration

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.

Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145

info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com

Restaurants

Bowdoin College Dining Services
3700 College Station, Thorne Hall 
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-725-3432  www.bowdoin.edu

The Clam Shack
2 Western Ave
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967--3221  www.the clamshack.com
hello@theclamshack.com

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
148 Waterville Rd.
Belfast, ME 04915
207-338-1603
jmcmillan@mcmillanoffshore.com
www.mcmillanoffshore.com

Trap Builders & Supplies

Sea Rose Trap Company
9 Digital Drive

Biddeford ME 04005
207-730-5531

searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com

Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St

Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763; 800-426-4526

info@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd

Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545; 800-451-1200
mikew@friendshiptrap.com

www.friendshiptrap.com

Riverdale Mills Corp
130  Riverdale St
Northbridge MA  01534
800-762-6374
cmalbone@riverdale.com
www.riverdale.com

Accutech Marine Propeller
24 Crosby Rd Unit #6
Dover NH 03820
603-617-3626
Sales@accutechmarine.com

Nautilus Marine Fabriacation
13 Industrial Way, Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119 www.nautilus-marine.com
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com

New England Propeller
9 Apollo Eleven Rd
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
www.neprop.com

Propellers

Safety Training & Equipment

10 Gibson Rd
Scarborough, ME 04074

207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com

www.cummins.com

Barnacle Billys, Inc.
PO Box 837

Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575

billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

Lobster - continued

Power Product Systems
432 Warren Ave
Portland ME 04103
info@powerprodsys.com
207-797-5950

Island Lobster Co. 
20 Island Ave.
Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Programs and Events

Packaging & Transport
Coastal Equipment Corporation
143 Presumpscot St. 
Portland, ME 04103
207-775-1100
corey@coastalequipment.com
www.coastalequipment.com

Pack Edge 
340 Presumpscot St
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com

CSL Plasma
422 Wilson St.
Brewer, ME
207-300-6820
kathleen.galinski@cslplasma.com
www.CSLPlasma.com

Real Estate

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
offices throughout Maine

info@jaretcohn.com
https://www.jaretcohn.com

Red’s Eats
Water St.

Wiscasset, ME 04578
207-882-6128

debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

F.W. Thurston
PO Box 178
Bernard, ME 04612
207-244-3320

Georgetown Fishermen’s Coop
89 Moores Turnpike
Georgetown, ME 04548

Inland Seafood
PO Box 172 
Milbridge ME 04658
207-546-3333

Interstate Lobster Inc.
PO Box 269
Harpswell, ME 04079
207-833-5516

Lobster Trap Co. 
290 Shore Rd.
Bourne, MA 02532
800-360-5111
info@lobstertrap.com  www.lobstertrap.com

Maine Ocean Lobster
31 Badger’s Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
www.maineoceanlobster.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s Coop
PO Box 103
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-372-8922

Port Lobster Company
PO Box 729
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-20081
portlob@gwi.net  www.portlobster.com

Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s Co-op
12 Commercial St
Tenants Harbor, ME 04860
207-372-8637
www.tenantsharborfishermanscoop.com

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s Co-Op
11 Main St
Vinalhaven ME 04863
207-863-2263
www.vinalhavencoop.com

Winter Harbor Lobster Co-op
PO Box 69, Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
www.winterharborlobstercoop.com

Infab Refractories
150 Summer St
Lewiston, ME 04042
John Bergeron  207-783-2075 
jbergeron@infabrefractories.com
www.infabrefractories.com

Milton Cat
10 Quarry Drive
Milford, MA 01757
www.miltoncat.com
508-634-5503
nick.fawle@miltoncat.com
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C7.1 C9.3

C18 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
470 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
600 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
670 HP @ 1800-2100 Heavy Duty “B”

715 HP @ 1800-2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
803 HP @ 2100 Intermittent Duty “D”

* Tier 4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings:
1,001 BHP @ 2300 
1,136 BHP @ 2300

C9.3 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
375 HP @ 1800 Heavy Duty “B”

416 HP @ 2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
476 HP @ 2300 Intermittent Duty “D”

CAT MARINE ENGINES
Tier 3 Commercial Line-up

miltoncat.com

C7.1 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
280 HP @ 2300 Heavy Duty “B” IN STOCK

350 HP @ 2500 Maximum Continuous Duty “C” IN STOCK
400 HP @ 2600 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK
425 HP @ 2700 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK

*All T4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings, require qualifications review and approval by CAT Factory.
*Contact Nick Fawle or Your Authorized Marine Dealer for Tier 4 exemption qualification details.

Billings Diesel & Marine 
Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer 
Marine Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & 
Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and 
Industrial LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine 
Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

CC77..11

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTiiiiieieiieieiieieieieierr 33333333 CoCoCoC mmmmmm ere ciiiic alalaaall RRRRRRRRRRatataaa ii

C99.33

TTTTTTTTTTieieieeer r 3 3333333 CCoCoCCCoCoCoCoCooCommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm eeerererciciciiiialalaaaalla RRRRatattattinininni

C18 C32

8 8 888 TiTTTiTiiTTTT ereeer 333333 CCCCCCComommmommememeercrcrcrcciiaiiaiaiaai llllllllllll RaRaRaRaRRaRR ititititititingnnngngss

C188CC1188C 8 CC3322

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Nick Fawle, our new Marine Market Manager. 
Nick Fawle at 603-484-5248

Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

C32 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
750 BHP @ 1600-1800
800 BHP @ 1600-1800

KITTERY  •  PORTLAND  •  ROCKLAND  •  SEARSPORT  •  SW HARBOR  •  JONESPORT

OPEN HOUSE 20232023
Coming, April 1st to 8th

REQUEST OUR FREE2023 CATALOG

Shop our 
LOWEST PRICES

of the YEAR!

Shop in store, online or by phone.

hamiltonmarine.800.639.2715

Twin Disc’s MGX series marine transmissions and 
QuickShift® controls provide smooth, fast shifting along 
with amazing slow-speed control. And the QuickShift®

control head isn’t just another pretty face:  
it’s designed to be workboat tough!

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS
15 Continental Drive – Exeter, NH 03833

Call:  (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email:  djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York 
& New Jersey

We’re here for you!
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FRESH
207.594.0405

FROZEN
207.542.1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

SINCE 1907

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES  
REDFISH  
ROCKFISH  
SALT
TUNA  

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

SINCE 1907

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

50 LB BAGS

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit

to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing 

options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice 

for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of 

every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.  

Call them today at the branch office closest to you. 

LOANS AND LEASES FOR: 

BOATS  •  TRUCKS  •  REAL ESTATE  •  PERMITS

BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES  •  WHARVES  •  EQUIPMENT

HAUL OUT AND REPAIR  •  OPERATING LINES

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM

NEED A LENDER 
WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU?

Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in MaineProud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine
If yo

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!

There’s always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

AC Inc.    Beals, ME 04611    207-497-2261
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+1.508.234.8715 
sales@riverdale.com

RIVERDALE.COM

  AQUAMESH®

Still Making History 
by Riverdale Mills

Our History, Your Legacy
A tribute to the revered Riverdale Aquamesh®

Aquamesh® features high strength steel wire, the heaviest 
zinc coating, and Riverdale’s proprietary marine grade 

PVC coating. Aquamesh® is pure and simple. 
It is the best; built for you, built to fish.

Proudly Made 
in the USA 
Since 1980

MADE IN 
THE USA
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SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC

FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200   (207) 354-2545

BUILT THE BEST.   BUILT TO LAST.   BUILT YOUR WAY.

Jerry Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0842

Jimmy Emerson – Columbia Falls
jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 483-6555  (800) 339-6558

Mike Wadsworth
mikew@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0841

Thank you to all the
businesses that con�nue 
to support us in this fight. 

Mornings in Paris

Downeast Housewives

Can Lit MaineBrown’s Boat Yard

Shenanigans By Sam

A Silver Lining

Seymour Embroidery

Lucky Lobster of Maine

KA ORA Bracelets
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DMR AQUACULTURE LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR MARCH (as of 02/15/23)

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable; Standard Lease: term  up to 20 years, size is up to 100 acres and is renewable

Experimental Lease ApplicationsExperimental Lease Applications

Standard Lease ApplicationsStandard Lease Applications

Davidson, Colby E of Hog Island, Muscongus Bay Bremen 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App1 rec'd 9/27/22; comments due 10/29/22

Davidson, Colby E of Hog Island, Muscongus Bay Bremen 3.89 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App2 rec'd 9/27/22; comments due 10/29/22

Unicorn Oyster E of Perkins Point, Damariscotta Rvr Bristol 3.9 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 11/17/22; comments due 12/17/22

Green, Christopher The Reach Brunswick 2.71 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 11/18/22; comments due 12/17/22

Summit Point LLC 300ft N of Lower Basket Ldg, Casco Bay Chebeague Isl 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs Lease Granted 2/6/23

Summit Point LLC 1000ft N of Lower Basket Ldg, Casco Bay Chebeague Isl 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs Lease Granted 2/6/23

Nappi, Brent East of Sturdivant Isl, Casco Bay Cumberland 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec'd 4/11/22; comments due 5/14/22

Glidden Point Oyster Co. SW of Dodge Pt, Damariscotta River Edgecomb 3.97 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 12/1/22; comments due 12/31/22

Martin, Thomas E of Brothers Islands, Casco Bay Falmouth 0.15 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 2/7/22; comments due 3/12/22

Nappi, Brent S of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay Falmouth 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec'd 4/11/22; comments due 5/14/22

DiMauro, Levi W of Little French Isl, Casco Bay Freeport 3.92 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec'd 1/10/23; comments due 2/11/23

Dirigo Marine Resources NE of Moshier Island, Casco Bay, Yarmouth & Freeport 3.9 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec’d 8/4/22; comments due 9/3/2022

Ryan, Stuart SW side of Williams Isl, Casco Bay Freeport 2.4 acres Shellfish/algae 3 yrs App rec'd 2/7/22; comments due 3/12/22

Cutts, Joe E end of Friendship Long Isl, Meduncook Rvr Friendship 2.2 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 12/13/22; comments due 1/14/23

Green, Christopher Near White Island, Middle Bay Harpswell 4 acres Shellfish 3 yrs Site review complete 12/7/22

Whisky Stones, LLC E of Dogs Head, Harpswell Sound Harpswell 0.481 acres Shellfish 3 yrs Hearing 10/20/22

Wilson, David Wilson Cove, Middle Bay Harpswell 4 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 5/2/22; comments due 6/5/22

Wilson, David SE of Doughty Pt, Long Reach Harpswell 4 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 4/12/22; comments due 5/15/22

Grindle, Kimberly Turtle Head Dove, Penobscot Bay Isleboro 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec'd 1/31/23; comments due 3/4/23 

Hutchins II, Edward NE of Cape Porpoise Harbor Kennebunkport 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec'd 5/5/22; comments due 6/4/22

Smith, Peter Upper Dodge Cove, Damariscotta River Newcastle 3.96 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 1/7/22; comments due 2/8/22

Bracy L & Lombardo P N of Coombs Cove, Pemaquid River Pemaquid 1.6 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 7/19; comments due 8/21/21

Restorative Aquaculture LLC WSW of Mackworth Isl, Casco Bay Portland 3.38 acres Shellfish/algae 3 yrs App rec'd 2/18/22; comments due 3/26/22

Nichols Fisheries S of Sears Isl, Penobscot Bay Searsport 3.94 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec'd 1/17/23; comments due 2/18/23

Glidden Point Oyster Co. E of Prentiss Isl, Damariscotta River South Bristol 3.99 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 1/31/23; comments due 3/4/23 

Johnson, Ezra et al. NE part of Burt Coat Harbor Swans Island 1.6 acres Shellfish 3 yrs Site review complete 12/16/21

Bennett T & Simmons A N of Haystack Island, Medomak River Waldoboro 2.52 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 3/3/22; comments due 4/2/22

Gerber, Caitlin SE of Moshier Island, Casco Bay Yarmouth 4 acres Marine Algae 3 yrs App rec'd 8/25/22; comments due 9/24/22

Hunt, Stewart Upper Basket Island Ledge, Casco Bay Yarmouth 3.9 acres Shellfish/algae 3 yrs Lease Granted

So ME Sustainable Shellfish LLC W of Sewall's Bridge, York Rvr York 0.97 acres Shellfish 3 yrs App rec'd 3/21/22; comments due 4/23/22

Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge Bar Harbor 32 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site review complete 12/16/22

Acadia Aqua Farms, LLC SW of Googins Ledge, Frenchman Bay Bay Harbor 48 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Hearing completed 3/28/22

Acadia Aqua Farms, LLC Between Parker&Hancock Pts, Frenchman Bay Bay Harbor 68.3 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 5/3/21

Yentsch, Carlton W of Samoset Rd, Bottle Cove Boothbay Hrbr 1.12 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 10/27/22; site review TBD

Ferda Farms LLC E of Lower Coombs Isl, New Meadows Rvr Brunswick 2.33 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 2/28/22; site review TBD

Johnson, Timothy SE of Barnes Pt, Middle Bay Brunswick 17 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Public Hearing 2/7/23 4pm SMCC Brunswick

Nice Oyster Company, LLC E of Woodward Pt, New Meadows River Brunswick 4.49 acres Shellfish 10 yrs Lease Granted 11/28/22

Great Ledge Cove Seafood LLC NE L'il Chebeague Isl, Wstrn Chandlers Cv Chebeague Isl 6.85 acres Marine Algae 20 yrs App rec'd 11/24/21, site review TBD

Hunt, Stewart N/NE of Seal Ledge, Casco Bay Chebeague Isl 13.75 acres Shelfish/algae 20 yrs App rec'd 6/8/21; site review TBD

Dodge Cove Marine Farm SE of Dodge Pt Damariscotta 12.26 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 7/15/21; site review TBD

Mook Sea Farms Inc. Days Cove, Damariscotta Rvr Damariscotta 4 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 11/8/22; site visit TBD

Barrows, Abigail South of Big Hay Isl, Pickering Cove Deer Isle 4.24 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 7/26/22; site review TBD

Coffin, Bailey W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay Freeport 6.84 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Site review complete 1/22/22

Sparta, Kenneth Curtis West of Crab Isl, Casco Bay Freeport 8.25 acres Shellfish/algae 20 yrs App rec'd 3/25/22; site review TBD 

Gaffney, Michael & Mark N of Phoebe Isl, Robinshood Cove Georgetown 7 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 11/24/21; site review TBD

Goose Island Oysters LLC W of Upper Goose Isl, Middle Bay Harpswell 10.4 acres Shellfish/algae 20 yrs App rec'd 1/31/23; site review TBD

Love Point Oysters, LLC Middle Bay, SW of Upper Goose Isl Harpswell 3.20 acres Shellfish/algae 20 yrs App rec'd (2/11/22); site review TBD 

Restorative Aquaculture LLC Middle Bay, E of Scragg Island Harpswell 9.89 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 10/20/21; site review TBD

Wilson Cove Oysters LLC Wilson Cove, Middle Bay Harpswell 3.21 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 8/22/22; site review TBD

Islesboro Marine Ent, Inc NE of Flat Island, Penobscot Bay Islesboro 6 acres Shellfish 20 yrs Lease Granted 1/10/23

Ocean's Balance West of Cow Isl Ledge, Casco Bay Long Island 4 acres Marine Algae 20 yrs App rec'd 12/1/22; site review TBD

George Faux, Inc. S of Great Salt Bay, Upper Damariscotta Rvr Newcastle 1.8 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 2/15/22; site review TBD 

Maine Oyster Inc. E & S of Lehman Isl, Upper Sheepscot Rvr Newcastle 10 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 6/17/21; site review TBD

Norumbega Oyster Inc. E of Upper Dodge Pt, Damariscotta Rvr Newcastle 6 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 9/9/22; site review TBD

Maine Island Aquaculture LLC SW of Hog Isl, Marsh Cove North Haven 15 acres Shellfish/algae 20 yrs Hearing held 1/24/23

Hermit Island Oyster Co LLC Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows Rvr Phippsburg 2.56 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 5/26/21; site review TBD

Hermit Island Oyster Co LLC The Branch, New Meadows River Phippsburg 0.62 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'ds 5/26/21, site review TBD

Maine Fresh Sea Farms LLC Clark Cove, Damariscotta River South Bristol 3.6 acres Marine Algae 10 yrs Public Hearing 3/21/23 4pm S Bristol Town Hall

Dewey's Shellfish, LLC NW of Peters Island, Damariscotta River South Bristol 0.58 acre Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 8/16/21; site review TBD

Heron Isl Oyster Company Fitch Cv @ Glidden Ldg, E side Damr Rvr South Bristol 1 acre Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 10/4/21; site review TBD

Morning Star Fisheries, LLC Sheepscot River, W of Boston Island Southport 4.5 acres Marine Algae 20 yrs App rec'd 11/24/21; site review TBD

Banalo JW & McCoy MR Harrington Cove, Wheeler's Bay St. George 1.98 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 1/26/22; site review TBD

Francis, Arnold E of Birch Point, Dyer Bay Steuben 2.91 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 8/18/22; site review TBD

Francis, Arnold Smelt Brook, Dyer Bay Steuben 3.56 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 8/18/22; site review TBD

Brewer, Robert SW of Andrews Isl, Penobscot Bay Stonington 3.26 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 10/20/21; site review TBD

Baines, Robert & Cole W Penob. Bay, W of Hewitt Isl, S of Clam Ledges Unorg. Terr. 7.33 acres Marine Algae 20 yrs App rec'd 1/6/22; site review TBD 

Butterfield, Keith Casco Bay, SE of Little Moshier Isl Yarmouth 2.72 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 11/7/2019

Nickerson, Travis E of Blaney Pt Yarmouth 2.80 acres Shellfish 20 yrs App rec'd 10/4/21; site review TBD
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Highest quality ropes made in Maine

SINK 

TO YOUR HEALTH:    Consider your cholestrol

By Melissa Waterman

Each year most of us trudge into our primary care provider and have a once-
over, known as an annual exam. It’s not fun but it’s necessary to tell us how our 
body, the only body that we will ever have, is doing as the years go by. 

Your cholesterol levels are one of the key 
chemicals checked every year. Cholesterol is 
monitored via a blood sample. Cholesterol is a 
waxy, fat-like substance made in the liver. It is 
found within every cell in your body and also 
in your blood. It is a vital element in the body, 
necessary for construction of cell walls, tis-
sues, hormones and vitamin D, among other 
things. 

So why are we all terrifi ed about our choles-
terol levels?

Th e human body makes all the cholesterol it 
needs on its own. We don’t need to add it into 
our bodies via our diets. Add too much choles-
terol and you run the risk of heart disease and 
multiple other ailments. 

Cholesterol is found in animal foods, such as meat, poultry, eggs and dairy 
products. It comes in two forms: LDL cholesterol (low-density lipoprotein) and 
HDL (high-density lipoprotein). LDL cholesterol is considered the “bad” cho-
lesterol because it contributes to fatty build up in arteries. HDL, on the other 

hand, is a “good” cholesterol be-
cause it carries LDL cholesterol 
away from the arteries and back 
to the liver, where the LDL is 
broken down and passed from 
the body. More HDL and low 
LDL is a good place to be when 
it comes to cholesterol. 

Th ere’s another chemical that 
may be checked during your 
annual exam. Triglycerides are 
a type of fat found in the blood. 
When you eat, your body con-

verts any calories it doesn’t need immediately into triglycerides. Triglycerides 
are stored in your fat cells and will release needed energy between meals. If 
you regularly eat more calories than you burn, particularly from high-carbo-

hydrate foods, you end up with a high triglyceride level. 

A high triglyceride level combined with high LDL cholesterol or low HDL cho-
lesterol is linked with fatty build up within arteries walls. Cholesterol combines 
with other substances to form a thick, hard deposit on the inside of the arteries. 
Th is can narrow the arteries and make them less fl exible — a condition known 

as atherosclerosis. If a blood clot forms and 
blocks one of these narrowed arteries, a heart 
attack or stroke can result.

Th e American Heart Association recom-
mends all adults 20 and older have their cho-
lesterol checked every four to six years. As 
you get older, however, triglyceride and cho-
lesterol levels increase. Increased weight as 
you grow older also kicks up the cholesterol 
level. For older individuals, it’s important to 
have these levels checked every year.

So how do you keep your cholesterol under 
control and how to you boost your LDL lev-
els? Some simple steps can produce surpris-
ing results. 

• Exercise regularly. Aim for at least 30 minutes of physical activity on most 
or all days of the week. Regular exercise can lower triglycerides and boost 
“good” cholesterol. Try to incorporate more physical activity into your daily 
tasks — for example, climb the stairs at work or take a walk during breaks.

• Avoid sugar and refi ned carbohydrates. Simple carbohydrates, such as sug-
ar and foods made with white fl our or fructose, can increase triglycerides.

• Lose weight. To reduce triglycerides, focus on cutting calories. Extra calo-
ries are converted to triglycerides and stored as fat. Reducing your calories 
will reduce triglycerides.

• Choose healthier fats. Trade saturated fat found in meats for healthier fat 
found in plants, such as olive and canola oils. Instead of red meat, try fi sh 
high in omega-3 fatty acids — such as mackerel or salmon. Avoid trans fats 
or foods with hydrogenated oils or fats.

• Limit how much alcohol you drink. Alcohol is high in calories and sugar 
and has a particularly potent eff ect on triglycerides. If you have severe hy-
pertriglyceridemia, avoid drinking any alcohol.

Cholesterol Levels
Normal — Less than 150 milligrams per 
deciliter (mg/dL), or less than 1.7 mil-
limoles per liter (mmol/L) 

Borderline high — 150 to 199 mg/dL 
(1.8 to 2.2 mmol/L) 

High — 200 to 499 mg/dL (2.3 to 5.6 
mmol/L)

Source: Mayo Clinic

Exercise regularly Aim for at

Summarized from Th e Maine Monitor, February 2023

A pilot study from the University of Maine at Machias found that Down East 
clammers and lobstermen face steep barriers to health care access, despite 
greater risks of job-related injuries and other health issues [see the October 
2022 issue of Landings]. Tora Johnson, the study’s lead author and an associ-
ate professor at UMaine Machias, said “It’s pretty clear from the results here 
that harvesters are struggling to treat pain, and they experience a lot of it, 
and they get minimal help from the health care sector in treating that pain 
appropriately.”

In 2021, there were around 2,000 fi shermen in Washington County and 1,700 
in Hancock County, according to state data. Th e vast majority fi sh for lobster, 
with softshell clams a distant second. Most harvesters the team surveyed re-
ported sustaining an injury while fi shing in the preceding year. Especially com-
mon were back, neck, shoulder, arm and hand injuries, which could include 
frostbite, cuts and abrasions, or problems from falls or repetitive motions.

Fewer than a third of harvesters surveyed said they visited a medical practi-
tioner or received a prescription to treat on-the-job injuries. Seventy percent 
of the harvesters reported actively avoiding going to a doctor, primarily due to 
high costs or a lack of free time.

Certain kinds of injuries depended on the fi shery, Johnson said. Lobstermen 
appeared more at risk of falls and injuries from heavy gear on their vessels or 
could get hurt by rope or spiny bait.  Clammers tended to suff er from frostbite 
or neuropathy, which causes pain and tingling in the extremities. 

Johnson plans to get industry feedback on her research at the Maine Fishermen’s 
Forum in early March at Rockport. She hopes to work with state offi  cials and 
advocacy groups on potential injury prevention programs, insurance reforms 
and other new resources.

HEALTH CARE BARRIERS STEEP FOR 
DOWNEAST FISHERMEN
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University of Maine press release, February 15, 2023

A study led by the University of Maine captured how entire rockweed beds 
recover from harvest, and the practice has a smaller impact than previously 
thought. Th e study was published in the Journal of Experimental Marine 
Biology and Ecology.

Rockweed wields immense infl uence over its intertidal habitat. Its tangled 
branches form the backbone of a rich eco-
system that shelters and feeds an abun-
dance of marine life. Everywhere rock-
weed grows, invertebrates, fi sh and fowl 
follow.  Th e Maine Department of Marine 
Resources (DMR) reports that commer-
cial harvest has more than tripled over 
the past 20 years. Rockweed grows back 
following harvest, with biomass recover-
ing faster than height. Th is change, com-
bined with climbing harvest pressure, has 
led to concern regarding the practice. 

UMaine ecologist Amanda Klemmer and 
her collaborators traipsed Maine’s tidal 
waters to examine the impact of rock-
weed harvest over the whole bed — a fi rst 
for the species. Previous studies in the 
United States and Canada examined har-
vest impact at smaller scales or without 
control sites. Th e team chose to study har-
vest recovery over the whole bed, which 
mirrors the scale that both commercial 
harvesters and mobile animals, like birds 
and fi shes, interact with rockweed. 

Th e research team documented the biomass and height of rockweed in 100-me-
ter-long swaths before and one year following commercial harvest. Th e study 
included 38 diff erent sites from Harpswell to Cobscook Bay. 

Th e study found that harvest patterns were uneven, creating a mosaic of habi-
tats across the bed. Th is indicates that harvest has less impact than found in 

UMAINE ROCKWEED HARVEST STUDY SHOWS SMALLER IMPACT ON BEDS 
THAN EXPECTED

previous studies with a smaller scale of focus. On average in the study, rock-
weed biomass fully recovered one year after harvest but the height remained 
lower where harvest occurred. Th ey also found that sites with more intensive 
harvest were less likely to fully recover biomass and height in that time. 

“Th ese results suggest to me two bottom lines, fi rst that harvesters exploit beds 
patchily, like individuals walking haphazardly with weed wackers. Th is dilutes 
the eff ects of harvest for the overall rockweed bed. Second, recovery of algal 

biomass post-harvest is faster than 
it is for algal height. Th is result has 
been shown before, but the speed of 
biomass recovery here is quite remark-
able,” says Chris Petersen, Emily and 
Mitchell Rales Chair in Ecology at the 
College of the Atlantic. “Th e harvest 
impacts on this foundational species 
appear less than I believe many would 
have predicted.”

Klemmer and her team drew from the 
broad knowledge base of the harvest 
industry, conservation groups, state 
and federal agencies, and public inter-
est groups to inform the study’s design. 
She hosted a stakeholder advisory 
panel in Belfast in 2018 and continued 
to engage with groups for the duration 
of the project. Altogether, they worked 
with more than 80 landowners and 
eight harvesters to gain access to and 
select sites for the study. 

“Having everyone in that room to see 
what everyone’s priorities were and 

where we could fi nd common ground was really meaningful. And to put a 
face to some names was also good from both perspectives. A lot of connec-
tions came out of those meetings, overall it was a great experience,“ says Alison 
Feibel, senior resource biologist at Acadian Seaplants Limited. 

UMaine researchers found that harvesting rockweed in a 

patchy manner allows the entire bed to recover well. 

UMaine photo. 
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Addendum 27 continued from page 1

Georges Bank lobster stock in response to a declining trend in lobster settle-
ment since 2012. Th e Board’s goal was to avoid the economic devastation expe-
rienced by lobstermen in Southern New England (SNE) due to a decline in the 
SNE lobster stock. Th e Board approved its fi rst draft of Addendum 27 in 2021 
which included gauges changes which could be triggered by a 17% decline in 
lobster stock indices, and well as measures to standardize management meas-
ures across lobster management areas.  

Work on the Addendum was paused when 
National Marine Fisheries Service announced 
that the Northeast Lobster fi shery would be 
required to achieve a 90% risk reduction by 
2024 to protect right whales. “Federal regula-
tions proposed to protect right whales, such 
as trap reductions and large closed areas, 
would benefi t the lobster stocks so it made 
sense to delay [Addendum 27] until the ben-
efi ts of those measures could be assessed,” 
Keliher said.

Th e landscape changed again in December of 
2022 when Congress enacted a six-year delay 
in any new whale rules for the lobster indus-
try while providing funding to better under-
stand the threats facing right whales. “With 
the six-year pause in any new whale regula-
tions coupled with the 23% decline in juve-
nile lobster indices, the lobster board agreed 
that it could not further delay taking some 
kind of action,” Keliher said. Under the origi-
nal Addendum 27, a 23% could have already 
triggered a change in the gauge size. 

Th e Lobster Board voted to send a revised 
draft Addendum 27 out for public comment during its February meeting. 
Th e revised draft is less aggressive than the original proposal and considers a 
mechanism that would initiate management measures, specifi cally gauge and 
vent size changes, which could be triggered by a 32% decline in lobster stock in-
dices. Proposed changes to the Area 1 minimum gauge range from 3 5/16” to 3 
3/8” (status quo 3 ¼”), while changes to the Area 3 maximum gauge range from 
6 ½” to 6” (status quo 6 ¾”). Trap reductions are not included as a management 
tool. It would establish minimum standards for regulations across all Lobster 

Management Areas (LMAs).

Maine lobstermen have experi-
enced an unprecedented growth 
in landings during the past two 
decades, largely prompted by an 
increase in Gulf of Maine water 
temperature off ering more areas 
suitable as lobster nurseries. Maine 
landings have increased three-fold, 
from 57 million pounds in 2000 to a 
record high of 132.6 million pounds 
in 2016. Lobster landings have 
dropped, but are still robust, at 97.9 
million and 108.9 million pounds in 
2020 and 2021.

However, a decline in numbers across all lobster surveys, ventless trap and 
spring and fall trawl surveys in particular, hints at a continued decline in lob-
ster landings. Th e lobster fi shery is the economic driver for many parts of the 
coast, where many small communities rely on lobstermen to keep the local 

economy afl oat. If the fi shery should crash, so would those communities. “We 
are coming off  historic highs,” Keliher acknowledged. “We want a trigger that 
recognizes that and protects our high value fi shery. Th at is why the revised 
draft addendum considers changing the gauge only if the indices show at least 
a 32% decline, rather than the 17% decline originally considered.”

Th e draft addendum also seeks to standardize management measures across 
all LMAs, such as maximum gauge size and 
defi nition of a V-notch. “Part of that is consid-
ering a maximum gauge size for outer Cape 
Cod. Th ey don’t have one now,” said Keliher. 

A trigger that would cause new management 
measures to be implemented would be based 
on specifi c ongoing surveys of the lobster re-
source, namely, the combined Maine/New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts spring and fall 
trawl survey indices and the computer model-
based ventless trap survey index. “Th e range 
[of decline] is now between 32% and 45%,” ex-
plained Keliher. Th at percentage is relative to 
the reference abundance level which is equal 
to the average of the survey values from 2016-
2018, compared to the most recent year of 
survey data.

Th e other option is to create a date-specifi c 
trigger. “It would be status quo until 2026 and 
then the trigger goes into eff ect. After that 
it would take at least a year to implement,” 
Keliher said. 

Should the stock reach the trigger level, 
changes to gauge and vent sizes would be put 
in place to protect the spawning stock. Th ose 

changes might be done all at once — a single change in gauge and vent sizes — 
or be implemented gradually over time. 

“I don’t support anything [in the draft addendum] until I have feedback from 
the public comment process,” Keliher emphasized. “I want to reassure fi sher-
men that the sky is not falling, but we are seeing some negative trends that are 
worrisome. We have a fi shery that has always been based on conservation — 
size limits, V-notching, returning eggers. Th is is an extension of that.”

Th ree public hearings scheduled in Maine:
Tuesday, March 7,  4-6 p.m.  Freeport High School, 30 
Holbrook St., Freeport.

Wednesday, March 8,  4-6 p.m. Webinar pub-
lic hearing. Go to https://register.gotowebinar.com/
rt/6676153669045816923 to register and select the March 
8 date from the drop-down menu. Hearings will be held 
via GoToWebinar. Please note that in order to comment 
during webinar hearings you will need to use your com-
puter or download the GoToWebinar app for your phone. 

Th ursday, March 9,  4-6 p.m. Ellsworth High School 
Cafeteria, 24 Lejok St., Ellsworth.

Stakeholders can also submit written comments on 
Draft Addendum XXVII until 11:59 p.m. (EST) on March 
31. Comments should be sent to Caitlin Starks, Senior 
FMP Coordinator, at 1050 N. Highland St., Suite 200 A-N, 
Arlington, Virginia 22201; or at comments@asmfc.org (sub-
ject line: Lobster Draft Addendum XXVII).

CHASE, LEAVITT & CO.
Marine Safety since 1854

LIFE RAFT SERVICE STATION
Check your inspection due date

New Portland Location!!
84 Cove St.      

772-6383
www.chaseleavitt.com

A consistent decline across all 

surveys could forecast future 

declines in landings. DMR photo. 
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By Evie Layland, Th e Lobster Institute

Th e U.S.–Canada Lobster Town Meeting returned to Portland, Maine on 
February 3 and 4 after a two year hiatus due to the Covid pandemic. Hosted by 
the University of Maine’s Lobster Institute, the sold-out town meeting was held 
in Portland’s historic Mariner’s Church, recently purchased by the Portland 
Regency Hotel. Th e theme of this year’s meeting was he U.S. – Canadian lobster 
fi shery and the North Atlantic right whale. 

Th e Town Meeting welcomed more than 200 people from eight states and fi ve 
Canadian provinces, its largest attendance ever. Attendees included harvest-
ers, researchers, fi sheries managers, lobster dealers, processors, political del-
egates, gear manufacturers, and non-profi t representatives. 

Four sessions were held over two days on topics including fi shery regulations 
to future technology and gear innovations. Each session featured a panel of 
Canadian and U.S. representatives who were asked to share their perspectives.

Th e fi rst panel addressed the status of regulations and new US federal fund-
ing. Brett Gilcrest, Director of Canada’s Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
(DFO) and Melanie Giffi  n, Marine Biologist and program planner for the Prince 
Edward Island Fishermen’s Association provided Canada’s perspective, while 
Patrice McCarron, Executive Director of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association 
and Molly Ryan, a legislative assistant focused on environmental issues in 
Senator Collins’ offi  ce provided the U.S. perspective. A lively discussion among 
the panelists and meeting attendees covered protection measures taken by 
Canada and the U.S. fi sheries to reduce whale entanglement risk, and as well 
as how the federal funds included in the 2022 Omnibus bill will be distributed 
in the U.S. 

Another panel discussed market impacts of the lobster-whale controversy. 
Panel members included Marianne LaCroix, Executive Director of the Maine 
Lobster Marketing Collaborative; Curt Brown, marine biologist at Ready 
Seafood; Christina Ferranti-Clift, Director of Marketing at East Coast Seafood 
Group; Geoff  Irvine, Executive Director of Th e Lobster Council of Canada; 
Owen Kenney, Vice President of Sales at Downeast Specialty Products; and 
Adam Morris, General Manager of the lobster division at Clearwater Seafoods. 

Panelists discussed Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certifi cation of both 
the U.S. and Canadian lobster fi sheries and the current status of the Maine fi sh-
ery with regard to federal law following the recent action by the U.S. Congress. 
Th ey also highlighted the importance of the level of lobster inventory on boat 
price and concern about cold storage space, particularly in New England, into 
the spring. 

Processors said that they had to 
reduce production in 2022 to ad-
just for market conditions, but 
that the market is in much better 
shape now. On the international 
stage, high tariff s on U.S. lobster 
have made it diffi  cult for the U.S. 
to export to China, especially when 
compared to Canadian lobster. 

Th e discussion then turned to pro-
motions intended to counter the 
negative impact of lobster now 
being on Seafood Watch’s red list 
and whether it was important to 
diff erentiate between lobstering 
regions (Massachusetts, Maine, 
or Canada). Panelists stated that 
from a marketing perspective they 
view lobster from both Canada and 

the U.S. as a single industry and see no reason to diff erentiate between region of 
origin when promoting products overseas.

A third session looked at shifting distributions of species in a changing cli-
mate. Panelists included Nick Record, Senior Research Scientist at Bigelow 
Laboratory for Ocean Sciences; Andrew Goode, Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
University of Maine, School of Marine Sciences; Moira Brown, Senior Scientist 
at the Canadian Whale Institute; and Lydia White, PhD Candidate at the 
University of New Brunswick. 

Th e conversation covered the impact of warming waters on the primary prey 
of right whales (copepods) and the resulting changes in right whale distribu-
tion. Researchers are using data on oceanographic indicators, in particular 
change in the relative infl uence of the Gulf Stream and Labrador Current and 
the abundance of Calanus fi nmarchicus, to develop better models for predict-
ing new right whale habitats. Warmer waters also seem to be exceeding the 
ideal conditions for lobster in the southern part of its range with more favora-
ble conditions in the north, leading to a net northward shift in abundance, with 
noteworthy increases in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

On the second day of the meet-
ing, a session focused on future 
technology and gear innova-
tions for the industry. Panelists 
were Kristan Porter, President of 
Maine Lobstermen’s Association; 
Noah Oppenheim of Homarus 
Strategies LLC; Jeremy Willey, lob-
sterman and CEO of Maine Fish 
Tech; Luc LeBlanc, a fi sheries ad-
viser for the Maritime Fishermen’s 
Union; Kenneth LeClair, Vice 
President of the Prince Edward 
Island Fishermen’s Association; 
and Bernie Berry, President of the 
Coldwater Lobster Association. 

Th e panelists discussed testing 
new gear types and expressed con-
cern over the prohibitive pricing of 
certain proposed whale safe gears 
such as acoustic ropeless fi shing. 
Conversation turned to safety con-
siderations surrounding new ropes and weak links, as well as diff erences be-
tween Canadian and U.S. management eff orts. Th e session concluded with a 
discussion on the current gear testing eff orts taking place on both sides of the 
border.

Th e meeting successfully achieved its goal of fostering communication be-
tween stakeholders in both the U.S. and Canada on the present and future of 
the lobster industry. Next year, the U.S. Canada Town Meeting will take place in 
Canada, following the tradition of alternating meeting locations between the 
two countries.  

U.S.-CANADA LOBSTER TOWN MEETING RETURNS TO PORTLAND

Lobster Institute executive director 
Rick Wahle. MLA photo.

MLA staff  member Mindy Coath, 
right,  chats with Darlene Norman-
Brown of Fundy North Fishermen’s 
Association. MLA photo.

Lobster Council of Canada executive director Geoff  Irvine, left, takes 
part in a panel discussion with Ready Seafood biologist Curt Brown.  
MLA photo.
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ability certifi cation, the Maine Certifi ed Sustainable Lobster Association hired 
MRAG Americas to conduct a costly full audit of the Gulf of Maine lobster fi sh-
ery. Th e audit was completed in June 2022 and determined that the fi shery met 
all of the MSC’s criteria for certifi cation. However, a group of environmental 
organizations, which participated in the assessment, objected to the audit’s 
fi ndings. Under MSC protocols, an objection is sent to an independent adjudi-
cator for review. 

“Th e independent auditor concluded that the Maine lobster fi shery met the 
requirements for re-certifi cation,” said Lacroix. “Despite participating in the 
assessment process, environmental groups lodged an objection to the certifi -
cation and were granted an arbitration process, even though their data were 
already taken into consideration in the auditor’s recommendation. Th e process 
since that time has highlighted the shortcomings of the MSC process.”  

But it didn’t end there. Following a July 
2022 federal court ruling that NMFS’s 
2021 Biological Opinion was invalid, 
the MSC announced suspension of the 
Gulf of Maine lobster fi shery’s because 
it was no longer in compliance with 
all relevant laws. It was noted, how-
ever, that the June 2022 independent 
assessment found no evidence that 
the Maine lobster fi shery is responsi-
ble for entanglements or interactions 
with right whales. Nevertheless, the 
suspension took eff ect December 15, 
2022.

Th ere was a ray of hope that MSC 
would reinstate its certifi cation of 
the lobster fi shery in December 2022, 
when President Biden signed the 
Omnibus Spending bill through which 
the United Sates Congress declared 
that the Gulf of Maine lobster fi sh-
ery was in full compliance with the 
Endangered Species Act and Marine 

Mammal Protection Act through 2028. Th e law provided $50 million in fund-
ing to conduct research to understand right whale distribution and how and 

where right whales are being 
harmed, to better inform future 
right whale conservation meas-
ures and prevent unnecessary 
impact to the lobster fi shery. Th e 
law’s words clearly state that the 
Gulf of Maine lobster fi shery is in 
full compliance with federal law, 
which should make MSC’s sus-
pension moot. 

Th is would also make moot the 
objection fi led by environmen-
tal organizations to the fi shery’s 
2022 re-certifi cation. Th at, how-
ever, did not happen. According 
to a representative of a promi-
nent Maine lobster company 
who wished to remain anony-
mous, the MSC has declared that 
the objection process is “out of 
our hands” and will continue to be conducted by the independent adjudicator. 

In early February, the Maine Certifi ed Sustainable Lobster Association an-
nounced that it would withdraw entirely from the MSC re-certifi cation process 
despite its strong belief that the Gulf of Maine lobster fi shery meets all of the 
standards for MSC certifi cation. 

“We didn’t want to go through the objection process,” said the individual, 
whose company is part of the client group. “Th e only way to avoid that is to 
withdraw and then start the certifi cation process from scratch again. We just 
paid for a full independent audit last year and now we have to pay for it all over 
again. Th e MSC is a farce, a joke. It is an embarrassment for sustainable fi sher-
ies world-wide.” 

As a result of the withdrawal, the independent adjudicator stated that “as there 
is no ongoing assessment, the objections process is no longer applicable, and 
we consider the matter closed.”

“It does a disservice to customers and consumers who rely on the MSC label 
to require the fi shery to go through the time and expense of a new assessment 
process in order to regain MSC certifi cation,” added Lacroix.

MSC continued from page 1

MSC's actions "does a disservice 
to customers and consumers," 
said MLMC executive director 
Marianne Lacroix. National 
Fisherman photo.
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In the
NEWS

RIGHT WHALE DIES FROM VESSEL STRIKE, ANOTHER RELEASED 
FROM CANADIAN FISHING GEAR

In mid-February, a 20-year-old, 43-foot male right whale, was found washed 
ashore on Virginia Beach. A necropsy team determined the whale died from 
a “catastrophic” blunt force traumatic injury from a vessel, which damaged a 
large portion of the vertebral column. Th ere was no evidence of recent entan-
glement. In January a right whale called Argo, a 42-year-old male, was seen 
entangled in line with trailing traps off  the North Carolina. 

Disentanglement teams from the mid- and southeast Atlantic region success-
fully removed the gear from the whale. An investigation by U.S. offi  cials and 
Canada’s Dept of Fisheries and Oceans determined the fi shing gear was from 
lobster gear from LFA 33 in southern Nova Scotia. It has not yet been deter-
mined if this whale was seriously injured by the entanglement. 

NEW DOWNEAST MARINE PATROL OFFICER

Ben Wiant of Romulus, New York joined the Maine Marine Patrol as its newest 
Offi  cer. He will serve in the communities of Harrington, Jonesport, Beals and 
Addison. From 2019-2020 Wiant served as a Public Safety Ranger for the New 
York State Police. He conducted incident investigation, safety promotion, fi rst 
aid, and traffi  c control. From 2019-2021 Offi  cer Wiant also served as a Security 
Guard in the Carrier Dome, home to Syracuse University’s football, basket-
ball, and lacrosse teams. Offi  cer Wiant received a B.S. in Forestry Resource 
Management from SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry in 
2021. “Offi  cer Wiant’s patrol includes some of the busiest commercial fi shing 
communities in our state,” said Marine Patrol Major Rob Beal. “We’re pleased 
to have someone with Offi  cer Wiant’s initiative join this patrol so we can carry 
on our strong Marine Patrol presence Downeast.”

VENTLESS TRAP PARTICIPANTS SOUGHT

Th e Department of Marine Resources, in cooperation with the Gulf of Maine 
Lobster Foundation, seeks four industry participants for the Regional Ventless 
Trap Program. Th is program is conducted every year from June to August as a 
collaborative research eff ort between industry and scientists in which juvenile 
lobster data are collected using ventless traps for use in the lobster stock as-
sessment. Th is is an opportunity to participate in a cooperative research pro-
ject between industry and scientists.

If you are interested in participating in the program, the application materials 
and additional information can be found at https://www.maine.gov/dmr/about-
us/rfps. Questions regarding the Ventless Trap Survey Program or the applica-
tion process should be directed to Kathleen.Reardon@maine.gov.

OPTIMISM FUELS UPTICK IN N.S. FISHERY LOAN APPLICATIONS

More young people are entering the Nova Scotia fi shing industry, based on fi g-
ures from the Nova Scotia Fisheries and Aquaculture Loan Board. Th e province 
exported $2.5 billion in seafood in 2021, an increase of 21% from fi ve years ago. 

In the 2021-22 fi scal year, 38% of the loan applications approved by the Board 
were for new entrants. Th e Board made $70.1 million in new loans and had 
outstanding loans totalling $263.8 million in 2021-22. Lending was up 18% over 
the previous year. Fishermen are investing in newer and bigger boats and new 
fi shing gear, purchases that often involve the loan board. Applications for new 
entrants are trending even higher than in 2021-22. As of December, new en-
trants for 2022-23 made up 42.4% of approved applications by the loan board.

MASSACHUSETTS LOBSTERMEN SUE OVER WHALE CLOSURE

Th e Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association sued the National Marine 
Fisheries Service in February over an emergency closure of fi shing grounds 
that is designed to protect the North Atlantic right whale. Th e closure, which 
was fi rst implemented in 2021, was once again enacted on February 1, closing 
about 200 square miles of Massachusetts Bay from lobster fi shing until the end 
of April. Th e Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association lawsuit contends the clo-
sure is illegal and will cause economic harm to the industry. Th e Massachusetts 
Division of Marine Fisheries has said the closures are important “to protect sea-
sonal aggregations of right whales from potential entanglements in buoy lines.”

ELECTRIC BOAT TRAINING COURSE LOOKS TO THE FUTURE

Th e Island Institute has partnered with Maine Electric Boat, the Maine com-
munity college system, and the Mid-Coast School of Technology to develop a 
three-part training course that will create stable, sustainable career opportuni-
ties for Maine residents while boosting the confi dence of would-be electric boat 
buyers. Th e fi rst course is a free, 90-minute online video training that off ers an 
overview of electric boats, their likely growth in Maine, and the career opportu-
nities available in the fi eld. At the conclusion of the course, participants com-
plete a quiz to earn a digital badge from Kennebec Valley Community College. 
In the month since the fi rst course was released in December, more than 100 
people have signed up and 25 have earned their digital badges. Two additional 
courses are expected to launch this spring and summer.

Monday March 13th, 2023
Boston Convention & Exhibition Center

• Catch the bus in Bangor, Augusta, 
Portland or Kennebunk

• See how your lobster is marketed!
• Taste seafood from all over
• Celebrate with Maine industry people

FMI: call 207-967-4555 or mainelobstermen.org

Sponsored by Machias Savings Bank, Hannaford 
and Lobster From Maine
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By Kevin Kelley

You could say that the future of the 
#SaveMaineLobstermen campaign looks a 
lot brighter these days thanks to a new part-
nership with Durabrite. In February, the New 
Jersey-based commercial advanced lighting so-
lutions manufacturer unveiled a new line of 
#SaveMaineLobstermen-branded lights and 
pledged to donate 20% of the proceeds from this 
special collection to the #SaveMaineLobstermen 
campaign. 

On its website Durabrite writes, “Over the past 10 years, 
every time without fail, it was the support of Maine 
fi shermen that solidifi ed our presence in the marine 
industry. Because of this connection to the Maine fi sh-
ing community, we have gotten to know our customers 
on a name-by-name basis. Th ey’ve told us their stories, 
we’ve developed our products to better serve them, 
and many of them have become our friends, and so 
our investment in Maine lobstermen is a personal one. 

DuraBrite would not be the DuraBrite you know to-
day without Maine lobstermen. We want to reinvest 
in the community that invested in us. We are all in it 
together!”

Demonstrating just how close-knit the fi shing community is, the company says the fi rst lights from the 
SML collection were sold to an Alaskan crab fi sherman.

Th e SML collection consists of a pro, mini, and nano size light and can be seen and purchased directly 
from Durabrite’s website https://durabritelights.com/collections/savemainelobstermen.

SUPPORT FOR SAVEMAINELOBSTERMEN IS LIGHTING UP!
In other SML news, Maine Lobstermen’s Association 
(MLA) board president Kristan Porter was the featured 
speaker at a “Hot Stove” talk hosted by the Bangor 
Region Chamber of Commerce on Saturday, February 
11. Porter outlined for the group the challenges that 
continue to face Maine’s lobster industry with regard 
to federal rules intended to protect the endangered 
North Atlantic right whale. Betsy Vickery, vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing at W.S. Emerson, a promo-
tional marketing company in Brewer, attended Porter’s 
talk and unveiled a new line of promotional products 
designed to help #SaveMaineLobstermen, including t-
shirts, sweatshirts, hats, and other items. Th ese prod-
ucts can be seen at https://supportmainelobster.itemor-
der.com/shop/home.

Finally, several fundraising events are scheduled as 
we head into spring. “All Hands on Deck” Community 
Fundraising events will take place in Kittery on February 
26 and in Phippsburg on March 25. Robinson’s Wharf in 
Southport will host an event on Friday, March 10, fea-
turing music by Maine-based band 12/OC. Tickets for 
this event went fast and it is sold out! 

Finally, the MLA has been working with the City of 
Auburn, which recently announced that it will host 
its fi rst “Lobster Festival” on Saturday, May 6. Th e 
event will feature live music, Maine craft brews, food 
trucks and, of course, lobster! Th e MLA will proudly 
participate as we help spread “lobster love” up the 
Androscoggin River.

Lobsterman David Kaselauskas, left, 
Charlene Hoyt, center, and Betsy 
Wish organized "Chowder's On" held 
on Feb. 26 in Kittery. Photo courtesy 
of Foster's Daily Democrat. 

More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org

March 2-4 
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, Rockland, ME. FMI: 
www.mainefi shermensforum.org.

March 3
Maine Lobstermen’s Association 69th annual 
meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset Resort, Rockport.

March 7
Public hearing on draft Amendment 27, 4-6 
p.m., Freeport High School café.

March 8
Public hearing webinar on draft Amendment 
27, 4-6 p.m. Register at https://register.gotowebi-
nar.com/rt/6676153669045816923.

March 9
Public hearing on draft Amendment 27, 4-6 
p.m., Ellsworth High School cafeteria.

March 10
Save Maine Lobstermen Fundraiser, Robinson’s 
Wharf, 5 p.m., Southport. FMI: keving@
mainelobstermen.org

DMR 2023 Menhaden Rules, comments due. 
Email: dmr.rulemaking@mainen.gov. 

March 12-14
Seafood Expo North America, Boston 
Convention and Exhibition Center, Boston, 
MA. FMI: https://www.seafoodexpo.com/north-
america.

March 13
MLA Bus to Seafood Expo North America. FMI: 
email andi@mainelobstermen.org.

March 21
Aquaculture public hearing, Maine Fresh Sea 
Farms, 4 p.m., South Bristol Town Hall, Walpole. 

March 23-26
Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association 
Annual Weekend & Industry Trade Show, 
Hyannis Resort and Conference Center, 
Hyannis, MA 02601. FMI: https://lobstermen.
com/annual-weekend.

March 25 
Save Maine Lobstermen Fundraiser, 1pm to 4pm, 
Phippsburg Sportsmans Club. FYI: keving@
mainelobstermen.org.

March 27
Shellfi sh Advisory Council meeting, 2:30-5:30, 
DMR offi  ce building, room 118.

March 31 
ASMFC Addendum 27 comments due. Email 
to comments@asmfc.org, subject line: Lobster 
Draft Addendum XXVII.
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THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION. 

Complete and Committed.

www.mackboring.com  •  800-MACK-ENG
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