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WALKING THE TIGHTROPE OF SURVIVAL
By John Sackton
First published on April 21 in Urner Barry’s
Seafoodnews.com. Reprinted with permission.

lobstermen in a normal season. With the changes
wrought by the U.S. tariff war with China, Canada has
become less dependent on the live market in the U.S.,
and more dependent on China. Meanwhile, lobster in
Maine is more dependent on the U.S.

There is a path through this, but it is like staying on a
tightrope, with the slightest mistake causing a disastrous fall.

The Chinese will take live lobster at the right price.
The bottleneck is cargo capacity. Already there are
a total of six to seven charter flights a week leaving from Halifax and Moncton, and freight costs are
double that of a year ago. There is no way to ramp up
cargo capacity to match the potential volume of live
lobsters coming ashore once the seasons open up. In
the past, it was passenger airline capacity that moved
most lobsters to the U.S., Asia and Europe. That does
not exist at the moment, and no analysts expect air
travel to rebound quickly.

The issue is not a decline in price. We have lived with
volatility before. The issue is how to adjust to structural changes where some distributors estimate 20%
to 40% of their foodservice customers will never reopen, and more and more companies try and put seafood through the retail channel.
The second issue is to avoid outcomes that permanently devalue a product. The poster child for this
is lobster. If the season becomes chaotic with prices
dropping to the point where harvesters will no longer
fish, the result is likely to be a devaluation of lobster
that lasts for years. This is what falling off the tightrope would look like, for those who managed to survive.

Frozen lobster is in a more precarious position. Some
frozen lobster, especially whole cooked, will go to
China and elsewhere in Asia. But the bulk of the product goes to the foodservice, casino, and the cruise
ship industry... all of which are largely shut down. As
one producer said, even if I can sell small tails to retailers for promotion, what am I going to do with the
claws... the meat industry is all foodservice.

Of all the primary U.S. seafood items, the lobster industry probably has the most difficult path.
The reason is that first, it is huge. Around 300 million
pounds of lobster will be landed by U.S. and Canadian

Uncertain times in the lobster world.

The only path for lobster is for production to be drastiContinued on page 8
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COASTAL OUTLOOK
Thoughts from the MLCA president

It was December 2000, and both houses of Congress were itching to go home. They just needed to wrap up the budget — the
new fiscal year was already 10 weeks old. At last, the House of
Representatives announced that agreement had been reached.
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There was only one problem. The Clinton administration was proposing restrictions on the billion-dollar Bering Sea pollock fishery, and the chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee,
Republican Ted Stevens of Alaska, was having none of it.
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“The fishing limits,” he said, reportedly pounding on his desk, “will
put a considerable number of people out of work. Federal control
of these magnificent fisheries is not going to be approved by this
senator.”
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As the man who controlled the purse strings, Stevens, an iconic
World War II veteran known to Alaskans as “Uncle Ted,” was arguably the country’s most powerful senator and couldn’t be ignored.

MLA LAUNCHES
CAMPAIGN TO SAVE
MAINE LOBSTER
INDUSTRY

“We’ll work it out,” Sen. Harry Reid, the Democratic whip, told the
president. The pollock fishery faced a challenge analogous to and
no less daunting than the one faced by the lobster industry today:
healthy stocks sharing habitat with an endangered species.
And like lobstermen, the pollock fleet was being laid siege by
environmental groups wielding the Endangered Species Act.
Specifically, they asserted that the midwater trawl fleet that harvested pollock was depriving Steller’s sea lions of their primary
food source.
Continued on page 23
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

What to say?
Maine’s lobster industry has taken some serious hits in the
past month which are explored in more detail in this issue of
Landings. A world-wide pandemic brought seafood sales by
large food suppliers to a screeching halt. And a federal judge
declared that the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
had violated the Endangered Species Act (ESA) in its failure
to issue an incidental take statement to mitigate the lobster
fishery’s potential to harm the endangered North Atlantic
right whale. As lobstermen wrestle with an altered economic situation, they wonder what will
become of the fishery as the court
case moves into its final phase. These
are anxious times for anyone who
works in the lobster fishery or runs a
business that depends on it.
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to giant food service providers, who sell the product to
casinos, cruise ships and other institutional buyers. That
market has evaporated. Sackton contemplates what will
happen when the season begins in earnest.
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner
Patrick Keliher addresses the strain that the pandemic and
the court ruling have placed on lobstermen and their families. He outlines his department’s response to the judge’s
ruling, which will include filing an amicus brief with the
court. The DMR’s brief will provide information on the importance of the lobster fishery to
Maine, as well as provide relevant
factual data from the department.
While DMR does not have the right
to appeal the judge’s final decision,
Keliher emphasizes that there are
other legal means at the state’s disposal.

We begin this month with a summary of the court case brought
against NMFS in 2018 by four enviOn a lighter note, this month we
ronmental groups to protect right
introduce Amalia Harrington, the
whales. The Maine Lobstermen’s
newest member of the Maine Sea
Association (MLA) is an intervenor
Grant extension team. Harrington
in the case and is the only organizawill serve as the Northeast Regional
tion in Maine that has been granted
Lobster Extension Coordinator. She
standing to participate in the case.
received her Ph.D. in marine biology
In April a federal judge in the District
from the University of Maine in 2019.
Court in Washington, D.C. stated
Harrington’s Sea Grant responsibilithat “Congress enacted the ESA in
ties extend throughout Maine and to
1973 ‘to halt and reverse the trend
other New England states involved
The results of a federal court case
toward species extinction, whatever
in the American Lobster Initiative.
and new NMFS regulations this
the cost.’” Based on the finding that
Landings also continues its series
year will have an historic impact on
NMFS violated the ESA, the case
on the changing Gulf of Maine with
Maine’s lobster fishery. MLA photo.
moves to its second phase to decide
a look at sea level rise in the region.
upon the appropriate steps to ensure
The warming waters of the Gulf of
the species survival. During this phase, the MLA and other Maine have translated into a rate of sea level rise that has
intervenors will present their information on the fishery for increased in the past decade. The impact of higher tides
the judge to review as he deliberates on a remedy.
is certainly being felt along Maine’s coast where high tides
Jerry Fraser, former editor of National Fisherman, takes a
hard look at the balance between the ESA and the lobster
fishery. In a column printed in that magazine in late April
and reprinted this month in Landings, Fraser writes about
the ESA and its application to the New England lobster
fishery. He calls for a commonsense approach to the problem of right whale entanglements. “Rather than go down
the road of mandating cumbersome, so-called weak links
that don’t work half the time or expensive, high-tech gear
such as submersible, radio-controlled lobster pot buoys,
we must first see if such gear is needed. NOAA should be
tasked with determining exactly where gear entanglements are taking place, and with what kind of gear.”
Landings also reprints a column written by John Sackton,
former publisher of Seafoodnews.com, on the state of lobster markets. As he puts it, “There is a path through this, but
it is like staying on a tightrope, with the slightest mistake
causing a disastrous fall.” Seafood suppliers face a stark decline in demand and with it the potential for a commensurate decline in value. Maine lands a lot of lobster, more
than 100 million pounds annually in recent years. But so
does Canada. The bulk of the 300 million pounds landed
by the two countries in an average year is frozen and sold

or winter storms repeatedly flood waterfronts. The higher
water may also have an impact on the region’s fishermen
and the species that they target.
We continue our series on Maine’s historic harbors during the state’s 200th anniversary, exploring the history
of the town of Friendship. Despite a bloody beginning,
Friendship has prospered through the years, drawing on its
natural resources of lumber, fish and people to do so. It is
renowned for the Friendship sloop, a versatile and elegant
design used by Muscongus Bay lobster fishermen long before motors came into fashion. Today the harbor is home
to dozens of lobster boats and fishermen’s wharves.
Finally, Landings talks with Corey Austin, a driver for marine transport company Toppin’s Diesel and Marine in
Columbia Falls. Hauling a boat from the water to the land,
and vice versa, is not a task to be undertaken lightly. Yet to
Austin and his boss, Tim Toppin, moving multi-ton vessels
is almost a dance. As Toppin said, “They say ‘you can’t get
in there’ and I say ‘well, I think we can’.”
Determination like Toppin’s comes in many forms. We
hope that all our readers are staying well and safe. We will
get through this.
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GUEST COLUMN:

Rough waters for Maine lobstermen

By Patrick Keliher

to base our analysis of risk to right whales. I still
strongly believe that our proposed plan is a better outcome than large closed areas, or draconian trap reductions.

Coronavirus has created unprecedented challenges for Maine’s lobster fishery.
Traditional market channels are constrained in ways we could never have imagined, forcing the industry to reinvent itself, practically on a daily basis. Direct
to consumers sales have been an option for some but can’t be expected to absorb the volume that this industry is capable of producing as we head toward
the summer season. During the last month, I have thought often of the expression “building the plane as you fly it.” For me, it captures the feeling of risk and
uncertainty that we are all experiencing, with so much at stake.

The question I get most often in the aftermath
of the decision is, will Maine appeal? The quick
answer is we can’t, as we are not a party or intervenor to the case. The Maine Lobstermen’s
Association is the only group from Maine that
has intervenor status, and the State’s attorneys
are working with theirs to coordinate our efforts.

And unfortunately, coronavirus is not the only challenge we face. As you have
likely heard, DC District Court Judge James Boasberg recently ruled against
NOAA in a lawsuit regarding right whales brought by a group of environmental
organizations. The decision found that NOAA’s 2014 Biological Opinion (BiOp)
violated the Endangered Species Act specifically because it did not include a
required “incidental take statement.”
I know that there are a lot of questions around what this court decision means
to Maine’s lobster industry and that you want to know how the state is working
on this problem. It is clearly a difficult situation, but we are fortunate to have a
strong legal team in the Attorney General’s office, working with the support of
the Governor and Attorney General to address this challenge.

While you are likely angry and frustrated that the
State can’t appeal, please understand that the
decision on this case was very narrow, and is really about process. Basically, the judge determined that NOAA didn’t follow the
Endangered Species Act. We can only assume the judge will want to make sure
that NOAA follows the law going forward. We are in a “sliver” — a narrow band
of time between now and when the judge makes a final ruling later this summer.
After that this case will be moot and we move on to the next stage —that will be
the rules put forth by NOAA. This is where our legal rights come back into play.
Continued on page 8

As I write this, we are waiting on the judge to determine what the schedule for
the filing of briefs will be. We are also waiting to find out if the court will decide
if an interim remedy or remedies are necessary to make sure the lobster industry complies with the Endangered Species Act, prior to the release of the new
Biological Opinion that will occur later this summer.
Once the briefing schedule is established, we will file an amicus brief with the
court. It will advise the court on the tremendous importance of this fishery to
Maine, as well as provide factual data that is relevant to the arguments. Our
brief will share with the court the science behind the state’s proposed plan
which we submitted in January to NOAA.

Judge sets schedule for court case
Phase 2 of the case will address an interim remedy to be in effect for the
lobster fishery until NMFS takes steps to come into compliance with the
ESA through the issuance of a new Biological Opinion.
Procedural schedule for Phase 2
•
•
•
•
•

Plaintiffs (4 environmental groups) file opening motion by May 15
Federal Defendants (DOJ on behalf of NMFS) file response by June 15
Defendant-Intervenors (MLA and MassLA) file response by June 18
Amicus curiae file its brief (Maine DMR) by June 22, 2020; and
Plaintiffs (4 environmental groups) file their reply by July 10, 2020.
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FEDERAL AID TO SMALL BUSINESSES TOPS $740 BILLION
the first round of funding, and an additional $60 billion in the second round.

By MLA staff
On March 27, President Trump signed into law the $2.2 trillion Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) to address the financial
repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic in this country. The bill included $360
billion in funding to small businesses, co-authored by Senator Collins. Due to
the extremely high demand for these programs, an additional $380 billion in
new funding was authorized by Congress and signed into law by President
Trump on April 24.
Financial assistance to small businesses included two forgivable loan programs
— the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and the Economic Injury Disaster
Loan programs (EIDL) — administered by the Small Business Administration
(SBA). Applications for the PPP loan are made through local banks and approved by SBA, whereas the EIDL program applications are accepted online directly by SBA. The programs were set up to be on a first come, first served basis.
The programs were so popular, that on April 16, the SBA announced that funds
for both loan programs had been exhausted. When funding for these programs
was initially tapped out, nearly 15,000 forgivable loans for small business loans
had been approved in Maine totaling nearly $2 billion.
The PPP provides forgivable loans for small businesses to pay employees and
cover some operating expenses such as interest on mortgages or rent (including boat loans), and utilities, for eight weeks if the business has been adversely
impacted by the pandemic. The program supports all small businesses, including sole proprietors and contract workers, so you do not need to run payroll to
qualify for this program. However, you do need to prove income, so small businesses that show a loss on their last tax filing do not qualify. The loan is forgiven
as long as 75% of the funds are used to pay workers. If not, loan payments are
deferred for six months and you have two years to pay off the loan at 1% interest. No collateral or personal guarantee is required.
The program has been so popular that the initial $350 billion funding to the
program was spent out in just two weeks. Congress injected an additional $310
billion in funding of which $60 billion goes to smaller lenders to steer resources
to businesses that typically have trouble getting loans. While many in Maine’s
lobster industry have successfully applied for and received funds through this
program, others have been left frustrated. Due to the extremely high demand
and rapid roll out of this program, many banks will only accept applications
from existing customers, and some banks will only accept applications from
customers who hold business accounts. This meant that many lobstermen and
sternmen have not been successful in applying for this program.
The EIDL program provides funds to small businesses suffering substantial economic injury as a result of COVID-19. These loans provide an emergency cash
advance of $1,000 per worker, up to a maximum of $10,000, that does not need
to be paid back. These loans are for working capital which includes fixed debts,
payroll (unless covered through a Paycheck Protection Program loan), accounts
payable, and other bills that can’t be paid. This program received $10 billion in

Applicants who submitted their applications during the first funding cycle are
being processed on a first-come, first-served basis. The SBA has not begun accepting applications for the second round of funding as of May 1.
The CARES Act also expanded eligibility for unemployment benefits, so lobstermen and sternmen may now qualify to receive pandemic unemployment assistance (PUA). Criteria to qualify have been expanded to include self-employed,
1099 contractors, sole proprietors and part-time workers who been adversely
impacted due to the pandemic. The Maine Department of Labor (MDOL) experienced delays in rolling out unemployment benefits for self-employed, but
began accepting applications on May 1. These benefits are retroactive. In addition, the CARES Act increased unemployment benefits by an additional $600
per week for up to four months.
Unlike the PPP program, lobstermen who did not show an income in 2019 still
qualify for PUA unemployment benefits. In fact, lobstermen are able to take
advantage of all three programs, as long as the benefits from each programs
are not used to pay the same expense. For example, if you get a PPP loan to pay
yourself, you cannot use EIDL loan proceeds to pay yourself, or receive unemployment benefits for the weeks you are being paid through the PPP program.
There is no “work search” requirement to receive PUA unemployment benefits
through the end of May. However, if work becomes available to you, you are
required to take it. You can also receive partial unemployment (PUA) benefits.
MDOL requires that you certify your income each week to document if you
were able to earn income in any given week. If you earn income while you are
on employment, you simply don’t get a PUA check for that week.
The CARES Act also included a stand-alone provision with $300 million dedicated to help fishermen who are struggling in the face of collapsed markets
through the Federal Fisheries Disaster Program. The money will be distributed
by National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to aid individuals, fishing communities, aquaculture businesses, processors or other fishery-related businesses. Funds may be awarded on a rolling basis and within a fishing season to
ensure rapid delivery of funds. While NMFS has not yet announced the mechanism to distribute funds, it is anticipated that they will be distributed through
the states.
According to the NOAA website, “NOAA Fisheries understands the urgent
need for these funds, and our overriding goal is to distribute the assistance as
quickly as possible. To that end, we are working daily with the Department and
our federal partners to finalize a process to expedite the distribution of Sec.
12005 funds, consistent with the direction provided by Congress.”
Senator Susan Collins and other members of Maine’s Congressional delegation were instrumental in ensuring that the CARES Act addressed the needs
of small businesses and specifically, the needs of fishermen and their families.

Where to find help
Resources on Small Business Loan Programs

Resources on Economic Injury Disaster Loans

MLA website
www.mainelobstermen.org

Coastal Enterprises Business Advising
https://www.ceimaine.org/advising/

Small Business Administration
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options

Small Business Administration
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance

US Dept of Treasury
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/assistance-for-small-businesses
List of SBA approved lenders
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/me/augusta/resources/maine-lenders-list

Maine Department of Labor Pandemic Unemployment
https://www.maine.gov/unemployment/pua/
Free Business Counseling

Maine Small Business Development Centers
www.mainesbdc.org

Maine Small Business Development Centers
https://www.mainesbdc.org/advising/

Coastal Enterprises, Inc (CEI
https://www.ceimaine.org/covid-19-resourcesfor-businesses/

Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
https://www.mainecoastfishermen.org/covidresources

Resources on Paycheck Protection
Program
Small Business Administration
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/
coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protectionprogram

Resources on Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA)

SCORE
https://www.scoremaine.org/us/

MLA photo.
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OUR CHANGING GULF: When the water rises
By Melissa Waterman
Fishermen live by the tides. They know when the high and low tides occur each
day. They track the phases of the moon to be ready for the monthly neap and
spring tides. The range and strength of the tides and currents is etched deeply
in a Maine fisherman’s brain. But what happens when the tides change? As
sea level continues to rise along the Gulf of Maine, the tides themselves will
become greater. How will sea level rise affect the many commercial fisheries
in the Gulf ?
The Gulf of Maine is warmer than it was in past centuries. Add heat to salt
water and the water itself takes up more space, a process called thermal expansion. Sea level has risen globally due in part to thermal expansion. In addition,
a warmer climate also affects land-based glaciers and ice sheets, causing them
to melt. Antarctica, for example, has lost 2.7 trillion tons of ice, according to a
2018 study published in the journal Nature. This influx of freshwater into the
ocean causes sea levels to rise.
Maine has been keeping track of the tidal range in three ports along the coast
for more than a century. Sea level is 7.4 inches higher in Portland than it was in
the early 1900s; in Bar Harbor it is 8.7 inches higher and in Eastport 8.4 inches
higher. The rise in the level of the Gulf of Maine won’t be stopping any time
soon and, in fact, has begun to accelerate. According to a study published by
the Island Institute in Rockland, “The Gulf of Maine is especially susceptible to
fluctuations in sea level due to changes in the strength of the Gulf Stream and
seasonal wind patterns. Sea levels in the Gulf of Maine are projected to rise
faster than the global average.”
Peter Slovinsky, a coastal
geologist with the Maine
Geological Survey and the
Department of Agriculture
Conservation and Forestry,
studies sea level rise and its
effect on the Maine coast.
He has found that in the
past two or three decades
the rate of rise in the region
has doubled, to approximately 3.2 millimeters (0.125 inches) per year. The impact of the rise is made more apparent in part because the Gulf of Maine acts
something like a bathtub. Changes in the North Atlantic Oscillation, which affects the strength and direction of westerly winds, and in the pattern of the Gulf
Stream are causing ocean water to surge against the coast.

Coastal wetlands will suffer from a rising sea level, which in turn will
impact Gulf of Maine fisheries. Bates College photo.
Typically, as sea levels rise beaches and coastal wetlands move in response to
the higher water. The roots of wetland plants collect debris in a process called
accretion, which increases elevation. Beaches “roll” back, steadily moving inland. However, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Summary for
Policymakers 2013 found sea level rise in some cases could be occurring faster
than the wetlands’ accretion rate. In that case, the wetlands could be subsumed.
The problem occurs when people and businesses located along the coast take
steps to prevent the ever-increasing sea level from flooding their properties.
Hard structures, such as seawalls or rock revetments, prevent the beaches and
wetlands from moving inland. In those cases, the wetlands drown and disappear. When the wetlands are lost, so too are nursery habitats for many species.
The Natural Resources Council of Maine (NRCM) has produced an online map
of the Maine coast based on GIS data to show the impact different sea level
rise scenarios could have on coastal communities (https://www.nrcm.org/programs/climate/global-warming-air-pollution/sea-level-rise-maine/sea-level-risemaps/). The top twenty towns to bear the brunt of sea level rise include fishing ports such as Jonesport, Boothbay Harbor, Vinalhaven, and Harpswell. In
a sentence of considerable understatement, NRCM’s web site notes, “Damage
to scenic beauty and the livelihood of fishermen and other natural resourcebased economies could be devastating.”

What impact will increased sea levels have on Maine’s fishermen and fishing
ports? Higher water levels may, in some cases, afford fishermen additional
space in which to berth their boats, turning spots once accessible only at high
tide to all-tide access. On the other hand, higher water means inevitable flooding of the streets and docks many depend on to reach their vessels.
The effect on the species they fish for is problematic as well.
Coastal wetlands are the unnoticed nurseries for many commercially valuable
species in the Gulf. Shrimp, shellfish and certain fish species all spend part of
their lives in saltwater wetlands. In addition, wetlands act as a soft protection
against storm surges and erosion during major storms. Keeping a healthy stock
of wetlands along the Gulf of Maine remains vital to supporting multiple marine
species.
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MAINE SEA GRANT HIRES NORTHEAST REGIONAL LOBSTER
EXTENSION COORDINATOR
By Melissa Waterman
A new person has joined the Maine Sea Grant marine extension team in Orono.
Amalia Harrington, who received her Ph.D. from the University of Maine in 2019,
was hired in March as the Northeast Regional Lobster Extension Coordinator
through the American Lobster Initiative. The Initiative funds research aimed
at understanding physical and chemical changes affecting American lobster in
the Gulf of Maine, as well as a regional lobster extension program.
“In my position I will connect research and industry members to increase
collaboration,” Harrington said. “The Lobster Initiative operates through the
Northeast so I will act as a bridge among the states.”
Harrington, 32, grew up in Michigan but quickly found her way to the Pacific
Ocean. She attended the University of San Diego, where she received her B.A. in
marine science in 2010, followed by an M.S. from San Diego State University in
2014. She moved to Maine with her husband in 2015 and pursued her Ph.D. in
marine biology at the University, working with Dr. Heather Hamlin.
“I started in California working on spiny lobster habitat and shelter use. It was
part of a lobster tagging and recapture program and I worked with lobstermen
there,” she said. Through her work Harrington became fascinated with lobster
behavior. “They have great behaviors. They respond well to environmental conditions. If they are not happy they get up and walk,” she explained.
At the University of Maine Harrington studied lobster biology in a changing marine environment. The Gulf of Maine provided an excellent research area: the
Gulf is warming rapidly, the water chemistry is changing, and habitat for lobsters
has expanded as water temperatures have increased. The changing environment
does not mean an abrupt decline or increased mortality of lobsters, Harrington
noted in her research. Such changes can affect lobsters in less obvious ways.
Increasing water temperature, for example, increased lobsters’ heart rate,
Harrington found, an example of physiological stress. Warmer water also has
an effect on lobster larvae. Harrington examined stage four lobster larvae in
her laboratory, analyzing blood drawn from the tiny creatures.
“The warmer the water, the fast the larvae grow and the higher the hemocyte
counts are,” she said. Hemocytes are a component of lobster blood important
to the animal’s immune system and cellular stress. “Growing faster could be a

HYDRO-SLAVE
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“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
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• BRONZE
• CHROME
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• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
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• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers
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17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

good thing, but if cells are breaking down faster [because the lobster is growing quickly] hemocytes have to focus on cell damage
and not the immune response.
Warmer water also caused levels
of genes related to cellular stress
and metabolism to increase, but
lowered levels of genes involved
in the immune system [which may
make the lobster susceptible to illness],” Harrington explained. “And
with a higher metabolic rate and
cell repair, you get really hungry.” If
Amalia Harrington and some very
those tiny hungry lobsters run into
tiny lobsters. A. Harrington photo.
an absence of food in the seafloor
area where they settle, such as the
tiny copepod Calanus finmarchicus, they could fail to thrive.
Harrington looks forward to working with both lobstermen and researchers in her new position. Despite the fact she began work on the day that the
University campus shut down due to the coronavirus, she has been active connecting to people in the industry. “There are lots of people on campus working with lobster, like food scientists and economists, as well as biologists. The
question is how to keep the fishery resilient to this environmental change. I
am looking forward to one-on-one conversations with fishermen on what they
think is important,” she said. “I am always willing to talk to people about how
to keep lobster a vibrant industry.”
Amalia Harrington can be reached at amalia.harrington@maine.edu and at
581-1440.

LOBSTER INITIATIVE PROJECTS
UNDERWAY
By MLA staff
In 2019, Maine Sea Grant was awarded a $2 million grant to fund research
aimed at understanding physical and chemical changes affecting lobster in the
Gulf of Maine as well as a regional lobster extension program. The funds were
awarded to support seven two-year projects and seven four-year extension projects. A second round of funding is anticipated this year.
Rick Wahle, director of the University of Maine Lobster Institute and a research
professor in the School of Marine Sciences, was awarded a two-year $399,293
grant to examine the disconnect between historic highs in lobster egg production in the Gulf of Maine with lows in juvenile recruitment.
University of Maine scientist Damian Brady was awarded a two-year $399,994
grant to explore the potential effects of warming on lobsters’ early stages. Brady
and colleagues will examine how climate-induced shifts in larval development
time and settlement habitat affect lobsters’ early life history.
Alexa Dayton of the Gulf of Maine Research Institute will examine the severe
declines in lobster and lobster fisheries in southern New England in 2010 and
Australia in 2009. Her team will assess what management adaptations were
considered or acted upon and how the Gulf of Maine lobster fishery might
prevent a significant economic contraction in the face of expected landing declines and increased operating costs.
Tracy Pugh of the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries will work to fill in
gaps in growth data, particularly for large offshore lobsters, in the U.S. Lobster
Stock Assessment. The ability of the stock assessment to accurately assess the
status and trajectory of lobster is critical to its sustainable management.
Emily Rivest of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science will research how
changes in temperature and ocean acidification affect lobster fertility and the
ratio of the number of births to the size of the population. The team’s findings
will be used to improve estimates of the effects of multiple stressors on the
Gulf ’s natural systems and provide baselines for representative physiological
markers for future work.
Kathy Mills of the Gulf of Maine Research Institute will examine data and case
studies to understand the consequences of the major downturn in the southern
New England lobster fishery. The team will evaluate how lessons may be applicable to lobstermen and communities in the Gulf of Maine and be relevant in
planning for resilience and adaptation in culturally, socially and economically
important fishing communities.
Jason Goldstein of the Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve will assess
the impacts of warming water on the movements of sexually mature female
lobsters and the fate of their larvae. In southern New England, lobsters have
moved to deeper, cooler offshore water. The same trend appears to be underway in the Gulf of Maine.
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TRUCKS GET IT DONE
By Melissa Waterman
It’s a delicate dance, taking a 40-foot, multi-ton lobster boat out of the ocean
and placing it on land. You need a keen eye, a steady hand and a certain level of
confidence in yourself and your truck. Those are the qualities that 33-year-old
Corey Austin brings to his job as a transport trucker for Toppin’s Diesel and
Marine in Columbia Falls.
Austin came to this work after lobstering for several years and selling to Garbo
Lobster. “I was tired of being on all the time, I had no home life,” he said. So in
2014 he started working for Tim Toppin, owner of the company. “To tell you the
truth, I knew nothing about it,” Austin said, referring to boat transport. “Tim
showed me everything about it.”
It’s not a casual thing, lifting a boat. Variables like the shape of the hull and
distribution of weight must be taken into account. When moving a lobster boat
from land to water, Austin noted, he has to watch the blocking and make sure
the center of the trailer is centered on the vessel’s keel. “I remember the second
day I was on the job. We hauled Travis Perry’s old H&H. I was really nervous!
It took me a couple of months to do it by myself. Tim chased me around for a
while to keep an eye on things.”
Tim Toppin started the business back in 1992. He had been a heavy equipment
operator and the first dealer of John Deere marine products in the region. “I was
working 50, 60 hours a week. I decided I didn’t
want to work on the wharves anymore,” he recalled. He bought a boat trailer, then another
and eventually found he had a fleet. Caring for
trucks and trailers that are immersed in salt water nearly every day is no small task. “I’m about
to buy a $185,000 trailer next. If you maintain
them, they can go 15 years or so. But every three
or four years you have do major maintenance.
If you let them go, they’re junk in six or seven
years,” he said.
About 90% of Toppin’s business comes from commercial vessels throughout Maine. Occasionally
he will move pleasure craft. He remembered one
time when he was moving a 90-foot sailboat
constructed at the Brooklin Boatyard from the

Photo courtesy of
Toppin’s Diesel.

A good truck and a good driver are essential for successful boat
transport. Photo by C. Austin.
boatshed out to the Travel lift. “That scared me to death. It was a yawl, about
three stories tall. It started leaning one way and then centered back again. I
only had to move it about 100 feet but that was a long 100 feet,” he laughed.
The company occasionally transports boats as far as Cape Cod and Connecticut.
Vessels that are 16 feet wide require a police escort. Two state troopers are needed
for vessels 19 feet wide or greater. “It gets really expensive,” Toppin said. With his
fleet of hydraulic tri-axle trailers and six full-time employees, Toppin prides himself on being able to go just about anywhere, off road or on, to pick up and move
a boat. “They say ‘you can’t get in there’ and I say ‘well, I think we can’,” he said.
Business is picking up this month as more lobstermen put their boats back in
the water. Austin keeps his 1998 Peterbilt truck in prime condition despite an
increasing workload. “Tim and I rebuilt the truck over two-and-a-half years,”
he said. “It was originally from California and we found it here in Maine online.” Austin has entered the truck in several truck shows and brought home
a few trophies in recent years. “Corey’s a good driver and a good operator,”
Toppinsaid. “He deserves a good truck.”
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cally scaled back to meet current demand, which means maybe 200 million lbs.
instead of 300 million lbs. But the industry is so decentralized and fragmented
with so many multiple players all focusing on a particular niche or market path
that coordination is not likely, unless it is imposed by governments.
A large group of [Canadian] maritime
producers and harvesters has asked
for either a government curtailment of
the spring processing season through a
significant delay, or a shutdown of the
spring season altogether. At this time it
is very unclear what will happen.

Dulcich also talked about pivoting to more ready-to-eat meals and food togo options as retailers cut back on traditional seafood counters. For seafood
companies more broadly, Dulcich says it’s important to see what opportunities
come from this crisis, and where the company might grow in the future, even
while cutting back today.

...there is no one I can find in the industry
who thinks an unconstrained season
won’t be a disaster.

However, there is no one I can find in the industry who thinks an unconstrained
season won’t be a disaster.
The problem is that if left to market forces, the value of lobster could be destroyed for years.
The worst-case scenario is that harvesters keep fishing so long as anyone will
buy, driving prices below $3.00 at the shore. Meanwhile, unsold processed lobster builds up as companies try to keep their relationships with their boats,
until financially and operationally they can’t take it any more. Eventually everything shuts down.
But how does it open up again? In the fall, packers will be sitting on a mountain
of very low-cost tails and meat, and they will have to sell these into the market
at low prices before they can even begin to start buying again. This trains the
customers that the value of tails, instead of being $18.00 to $22.00, is back to
$13.00, as is meat. Just like what happened in 2012-2013.
It will take the industry years to work itself out of this hole. Avoiding falling
into it could help the lobster industry with a quicker recovery. Falling off the
tightrope here means a long and painful climb back up.
The strength of the seafood industry is its diversity in products and in the range
of companies that produce and distribute them.
This crisis is also providing some companies opportunity. Frank Dulcich, CEO
of Pacific Seafood and chairman of National Fisheries Institute this year, said
Pacific has taken the opportunity to restructure its foodservice sales operations. Part of this involved working with a smaller and more focused staff, but
another part meant developing Amazon-like technology so that their upper-tier
customers could order directly from their inventory via their phones or tablets.

Finally, it does appear that foodservice
sales may be bottoming out. NPD, a company which tracks supply, is reporting
that sales remain off around 40% for all
broadliners, while Dulcich says some of
their sales have seen a 98% drop in that sector.
The key is that some proportion of foodservice operations won’t reopen, and
unless seafood distributors focus on new strategies, they will be expecting a
traditional market to come back that likely is gone for the foreseeable future.
Stay informed with exclusive insights on the seafood industry by subscribing to
Seafoodnews.com.

Things to think about for the upcoming season
•

Be prepared for market volatility.

•

Economists have observed that the lobster market is weak and will
face significant challenges in recovering.

•

Economists advise that if supply is larger than demand, prices weaken.
For lobstermen, this means that if we land more product than we can
sell, we are at risk of weakening the price.

•

Lobstermen must communicate with their lobster buyers and not
land more lobster than can be sold.

•

Fish smarter, not harder.

Keliher cntinued from page 3

The Governor has made
it clear to me that if we
believe that their efforts
are counter to the needs
of the State, we have
other legal means at our
disposal.
As we navigate the coming months, I urge you
to pay close attention
to the programs that
are being developed
to help people and industries impacted by
Coronavirus. DMR is
Photo by K. Bennett.
compiling and continuously updating information on our homepage: www.maine.gov/dmr, including emerging details from
the Department of Labor about unemployment for self-employed individuals
which will provide up to 39 weeks of benefits.
The federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act included $300 million of disaster monies to be shared by all coastal states and
split between commercial harvesters, aquaculturists, dealers, processors, and
charter fishing businesses. NOAA is the lead agency for these funds and is determining the allocations to the states. They will provide guidance on how the
money may be used. As soon as I have more information on how much of that
money Maine will get and how it will be disbursed, I will share that with you
through the Department’s own channels.
I have talked to hundreds of fishermen, dealers, and processors since this situation began to unfold. I would like to think I understand what you and your
families and crews are going through, but frankly I can only imagine the strain
it is causing. DMR is working every day to support you, the work you do, and
the communities you live in. While we may disagree on plans, or have competing ideas, the fact is that this industry must all work together to make it
through this difficult time — divisiveness must be replaced by cooperation.
I continue to ask for your patience as we work through this mess. Please be
safe out there.
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So thank you! We look forward to working with old friends and making many new
ones this year!
Chris and the Friendship Trap team
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JOIN THE FIGHT TO SAVE MAINE’S LOBSTER INDUSTRY
Give to the Maine Lobstermen’s Association Legal Defense Fund
Thousands of Maine’s family-owned lobstering businesses are at risk of extinction due to a recent federal court ruling citing a violation of the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). The world’s
most sustainable fishery could be shut down. And that is something that the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) cannot let happen.
“The MLA has launched a campaign to raise
$500,000 to save Maine’s lobster industry,” announced Patrice McCarron, executive director
of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association. The
MLA is an intervenor in the court case and is
the only organization in Maine that has been
granted standing to participate in the case.

major changes to their gear and fishing practices to save right whales,” said
McCarron. Nevertheless, the court’s decision will directly impact Maine lobstermen and the communities that depend on them.
“This case could lead to closure of the world’s most sustainable fishery and we
cannot let that happen. Right whales are not
dying in Maine lobster gear,” McCarron continued. “Lobstermen have done everything they
have been asked to protect right whales and
remain committed to doing their part to save
the species.”
It’s not just lobstermen whose future is at stake.
An adverse decision would have a ripple effect
on the thousands of businesses and communities that depend on lobstermen. “This could
mean the end of the lobstering tradition for
our children,” said McCarron. “We are fighting
for our lives right now, and we are prepared to
appeal if it comes to that,” she said.

In early April, Judge James Boasberg of the
Federal District Court for Washington D.C.
ruled that NMFS violated the ESA in permitting the lobster fishery. The judge’s opinion
states that, “Congress enacted the ESA in 1973
to halt and reverse the trend toward species
extinction, whatever the cost.”
Whale entanglement data collected by NMFS,
however, show that no right whale deaths or
serious injuries have ever been documented in
Maine lobster gear. This is in stark contrast to
the death of 10 right whales in Canada last year.
“Maine lobstermen have not broken any laws. For nearly a quarter of a century
they have followed every law and fishery management regulation, including

The MLA is asking everyone who cares about
Maine lobster to join together to save the lobster industry by supporting the MLA’s Legal
Defense Fund today. Contributions may be
made on the MLA web site (www.mainelobstermen.org), via phone 207-967-4555, or
by mailing checks made out to “MLA Legal
D f
F d” to
t MLA,
MLA 2 Storer
St
Defense
Fund”
St., Suite 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043.
#SaveMaineLobster

How did we get here?
Four environmental groups — the Center for Biological Diversity, Defenders
of Wildlife, the Humane Society of the United States and Conservation Law
Foundation (eNGOs) — sued the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in
2018, arguing that the agency was not fulfilling its legal mandate to protect
endangered North Atlantic right whales. The case was assigned to Judge James
Boarberg of the Federal District Court for Washington D.C.
The case proceeded in two phases. Phase 1 would determine if NMFS violated the law, and if necessary, Phase 2 would decide on a remedy so that the
American lobster fishery can continue to operate in compliance with the ESA.
The judge rule on the first phase deciding the legal issue of whether NMFS
had violated the law. On April 9, the judge ruled that NMFS had violated the
Endangered Species Act (ESA), stating “failure to include an ITS [incidental
take statement] in its 2014 BiOp [Biological Opinion] after finding that the
American lobster fishery had the potential to harm the North Atlantic right
whale at more than three times the sustainable rate is about as straightforward
a violation of the ESA as they come.”

During phase two, now underway, the judge will evaluate the need for interim
solutions or “remedy” to mitigate the potential risk that lobster gear poses to
right whales and will hear the fishing industry’s perspective for the first time.
As an intervenor of right, with full standing in the case, the MLA will correct
significant factual errors in the eNGOs’ allegations that right whales are being
harmed by entanglement in U.S. lobster gear. Among other things, MLA will
present the facts on the outsized role of Canada in right whale deaths over
the last five years. Sadly, all ten right whale deaths in 2019 were attributed to
Canada.
Although NMFS, and not lobstermen, have broken the law, the plaintiff eNGOs are expected to press for implementation of an administratively simple
remedy, such as a closure, with far-reaching consequences for lobstermen. Such
a remedy would remain in force until NMFS completes an updated Biological
Opinion (BiOp) as required under the ESA. According to NMFS, the draft BiOp is
expected to be released this summer but could take up to a year to implement.

The judge’s opinion emphasized that “Congress enacted the ESA in 1973 to halt
and reverse the trend toward species extinction, whatever the cost.”

Timeline of Court Case
January 2018 — Center for Biological Diversity, Defenders of Wildlife and
Humane Society file suit against Department of Commerce, NOAA & NMFS.
February 2018 — Conservation Law Foundation and Earth Justice also file suit.
March 2018 – Judge consolidates both cases into a single case. Plaintiffs are the
four conservation groups (eNGO’s) and Defendant is NOAA Fisheries.
May 2018 — Judge orders case split into two phases. Phase 1 (Liability Phase)
to deal with legal issue of whether NMFS has violated the ESA, MMPA or APA;
and Phase 2 (Remedy Phase): to decide what remedy, if any, is necessary to cure
a violation of the law.
May 2018 — MLA granted status as Intervenor/Defendant with full rights to
participate in the case.
June 2019 – Plaintiff eNGOs file motions for summary judgment in Phase 1.
March 2019 — Discovery completed on Phase 1 legal issues.
October 2019 — Judge denies NMFS’ motion to stay pending TRT outcome,
writing, “Any lag between the Court’s issuance of an injunction against NMFS
and . . . Promulgation of a new BiOp is precious time for . . . Right whales, which
[have] been suffering unprecedented fatalities in the last three years, particularly from entanglements.”

November 2019 — NMFS files cross-motion for summary judgment, “The
Plaintiffs have not located evidence that gear associated with a federal lobster
permit has ever been recovered from a North Atlantic Right Whale since the
issuance in 2014 of new whale protective measures, and neither has NMFS.”
January 2020 — NMFS submits affidavit to court indicating that the Biological
Opinion (under ESA) and Proposed Rule (under MMPA) will not be forthcoming before July 2020.
April 2020 —Judge finds that NMFS has violated the ESA and plans to set a
schedule for briefs in late April.
April 2020 — Plaintiffs, Defendants and Intervenors file briefs with requests for
procedural schedule. Judge convenes teleconference to hear from the parties.
Procedural schedule is set:
May 15, 2020 — Plaintiffs (4 environmental groups) file opening.
June 15, 2020 — Federal Defendants (DOJ on behalf of NMFS) file response.
June 18, 2020 — Defendant-Intervenors (MLA and MassLA) file response.
June 22, 2020 — Amicus curiae file its brief (Maine DMR).
July 10, 2020 — Plaintiffs (4 environmental groups) file their reply.
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Dana E Johnson
Edwin G Lawson
K Prescott Low
Richard McGarvey
Robert E McMahan

Dennis A Meehan
Ryan Miller
Steve N Miller
Phillip C Morris
Richard C Nelson
Robert H Oberlander
George E Olsen
Mark Olsen
Michael Parenteau
Antonina Pelletier
Brett Plummer
Kristan Porter
Woodbury Post
Gilbert Post
Linda Richardson
Francis A Seiders
Mark Sewell
Buddy Simmons III
Ralph Slaven Jr.
Willis Spear Jr.
John C Stanley
Sherman D Stanley
David A Sullivan

David Tarr
David E Thurlow
Jim Tripp
Michael S Tripp
Richard Wall
Ronald T Watkinson
Ted Weber
Ronald C Weeks
Walter Willey IV
John & Judy Williams
Christopher Wolf
Leonard Young
Donald Young

Gifts over $500
Bruce Fernald
Bobby Ingalls
Andrew C Hawke
Abraham Philbrook
Harlan Warren
Eben Wilson
Nathan A Jones
Keith A Wallace
Lee Watkinson
Downeast Lobstermen’s Assoc.

Gifts under $100

$100 -$299 cont’d

$500 -$999 cont’d

Gifts $5,000 - $9,999

Nancy Beal
W. Kennedy Boone III
Theodore Boyce
John Daggett
Jess Daniels
William Johnston
Gary Libby
Jim O'Connell
Brent L Oliver
Andrea Pellechia
Douglas Rackcliff
Robert Redimarker
Kenneth Weed

Bobby Ingalls
Donald Jones
Samuel Joy
Gene Lazaro
Ryan Miller
Richard C Nelson
Philip D Page
Michael Parenteau
Nicholas Pellechia
Alton Pinkham
Kelly Ralph
Matt Samuels
Jenni & Gary Steele
Craig Stewart
Cody Stewart
Courtland Tolman

Joel Billings
David F Black
Bruce W Fernald
Charles Ingalls
Stuart Jones
Midcoast Marine and Diesel
Nicholas Lemieux
Ladd Olsen
Tara Perez
Sam Rosen
John J Tripp
Vinalhaven Lobster Co-Op

Alec Phippen
York Lobstermen's Assoc

Gifts $100 — $299
Daniel L Ames
Mike Arsenault
Blaine E Blackmore
Amy Brazier
Daniel S Clough
David Cousens
Jordan Drouin
Donald Foye
Alexander Gonzalez
Todd Hubbard

Alec Phippen Challenge
Offshore Lobstermen
donate $5000 each

Gifts $300 - $499
Robert L Donnell
David Neubig
Jeffrey Putnam
Adam Scott
Richard Wall
Jason Zanke

Gifts $1,000 - $4,999
Ian Lussier
Jack Merrill III
Jay Smith Jr
Smithwick & Mariners Ins.
Swans Isl. Fishermen’s Co-op

$10,000 and above
Brooks Trap Mill

The Harbor Challenge:
how much will your
harbor raise?
Cape Porpoise Lobstermen:
$5300
York Harbor Lobstermen:
stay tuned!

Gifts In Memoriam
Doris Ewing—in honor of
David Provencher

John and Judy Williams
Lee Marine
Sam Hyler

The Brooks Trap Mill Challenge
Businesses donate
$10,000 or more

The Jay Smith Challenge
Lobstermen donate
$1,000
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Brooks Trap Mill donated $10,000 to the Legal Defense
Fund. “We challenge businesses to match our donation.
Just think about what could happen to our businesses and
communities. There is so much at stake. We have to come
together and solve this.”

The Downeast Lobstermen’s Associaon stepped up in 2019
with a donaon of $1,500 to the MLA Legal Defense Fund.

Jay Smith is
challenging
lobstermen to
match his $1,000
donation.

I hope you are all staying safe and doing well during this crazy
me. These 4 cute faces are
staying posive and are here
to promote an industry everyone in NE loves. Lobstering!!
Maine lobstermen are facing
some strict Right Whale regulaons and even a possible
closure to our industry. This
would be devastang to many
communies, restaurants,
and tourism here at home.

Nancy Beal sends along
encouraging notes
with her donations.

Alec Phippen
is challenging oﬀshore
lobstermen to match his
$5,000 donation

Cody Nunan dropped oﬀ
an envelope full of
donations from Cape
Porpoise lobstermen.
They raised $5300 for the
MLA Legal Defense Fund!
Cody and Eric Emmons are
challenging all Maine
harbors to step up and
donate . “it’s critical” they
said.

I have been talking to my wife
about something we could do
to gain some posive media
for our ﬂeet. We decided to
donate 10 lobsters aer every
haul thru to support the
Maine Lobsterman Associaon Legal
Defense Fund. I donate the lobsters and you guys help us in this
ﬁght!!
My bucket is full and I will deliver to your door, now. Leave your
name in the comments if you are interested in the next 10 I have
available. Who wants to be our ﬁrst supporter?

The York Lobstermen’s Association
donated $5,000. Jeﬀ White is the
association’s director. “We’ve been
through this in the groundﬁsh industry and it was not good. Common
sense doesn’t always
prevail in the courts. Everyone
needs to chip for the lobster industry to have a ﬁghting chance.”
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The MLMC is shifting the marketing program to
focus on increasing consumer demand, since typical
foodservice demand is facing an uncertain future
this year. We are developing content to make home
cooks more comfortable buying and preparing Maine
Lobster, in all its product forms. In addition to pushing
content out through a paid media program, materials
will also be available to everyone selling Maine
Lobster – dealers, processors, lobstermen, grocery
stores, etc. – to use with their own customers.

MAINE
LOBSTER
MARKETING
UPDATE

While new protections are being considered
to protect right whales, the MLMC is enhancing
communications designed to protect the Maine
Lobster brand against negative impressions around
the issue. Our social media content will highlight the
fishery’s overall care for the ocean environment with
messages about sustainability, small independent
day boats and multi-generational fishing families.
Media audits show that Maine Lobster still plays a
very small role (0.2%) in the overall conversation
about right whales.
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THEATER.

RDR LOBSTER
AND SHELLFISH

FILM.

MUSIC.

Trenton & Jonesboro, Maine

DANCE.

COMMUNITY.

• Buying Lobster Year Round
• Top Prices Paid
• Pickups Available
• Instant Pay

2020
207.367.2788
operahousearts.org

207-667-2250
rdrlobster@yahoo.com

SEASON

TM

9-*14,'4409-&9<47089-*<&>>4:)4

.YѣXSTQTSLJWOZXYFGTZYHTRUQNFSHJ.YѣXFGTZY^TZWKZYZWJ
Deckhand is one-part reporting tool for your vessel trip
reports and three-parts innovative logbook for keeping track
of your own proprietary information to make your business
VYREWIƾGMIRXP]EWTSWWMFPI

Mandatory reporting is coming, so get ahead of the curve
and put a product on board that takes care of compliance,
EHHWZEPYIXS]SYVFYWMRIWWERHMWIRNS]EFPIXSYWI

;LIXLIV]SYƅVIEƼWLIVQER[LSOIITWQIXMGYPSYWPSKW
or just wants to get the trip report done and head home,
Deckhand works the way you do, all while getting your
VITSVXWWYFQMXXIHMREQEXXIVSJWIGSRHW

.SYWTIZHYTW^TKKJW
$499 annual subscription only*
$999 annual subscription + iPad® + waterproof case**
Available June 1

@deckhandlogbook



deckhandlogbook.com/greater-atlantic

(TU^WNLMYl7JFQ9NRJ)FYF3TWYM&RJWNHF&QQWNLMYXWJXJW[JI5WNHNSLXUJHNܪHFYNTSXFSIF[FNQFGNQNY^XZGOJHYYTHMFSLJ5WNHNSL[FQNIYMWTZLM)JHJRGJW5WNHNSLNXKTWFRTSYM
XZGXHWNUYNTSUFNIZUKWTSYN5FI ,'<N+N(JQQZQFW &,FN8MJQQӴ .5(JQQZQFWIFYFUQFSSTYNSHQZIJISTWWJVZNWJI&UUQJFSIN5FIFWJWJLNXYJWJIYWFIJRFWPXTK&UUQJ.SH
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available
WRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and
service. 603-418-0470

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts
and service. $250 additional discount on any
new vehicle after you make your best price
207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Hotels
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)

Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Legal Services
/DZ2IÀFHRI &U\VWDO7DUMLFN
(Port Clyde, ME) -- 10% off all legal services
for MLA members. 207- 691-2633

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220

Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.

Fuel

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOOÀVK
Port Chester, NY – 20% off off the entire
VLWHZZZFUD]\OREVWHUVKHOOÀVKFRP

Propellers

Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Electronic Equipment
Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Lobster & Seafood

Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Cross Insurance Arena

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org
Maine Foodie Tours
Kennebunkport, Portland, Bar Harbor, Boothbay Harbor, ME – 10% off
all culinary walking tours. 207-233-7485
www.mainefoodietours.com

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps.
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts at
WKHVH¿QHEXVLQHVVHV
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Tax Accounting
56 Main St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
Back River Financial Group
John Hallee
690 Maine Ave.
Farmindale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
john@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members
ELECTRONICS
Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only!
Midcoast Marine Electronics
129 Lakeview Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine
electronic products, excluding MRP
products
Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT

BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount/drum on multiple drum purchases (must show current MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.

Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
Rope Razor
3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
plantes@buoysticks.com
www.buoysticks.com
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
INSURANCE
Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LEGAL SERVICES
Law Offices of Crystal Tarjick
PO Box 11
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-691-2633
crystal@ctmelaw.com
10% off on all legal serives to MLA
members.
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.
com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

Bar Harbor Whale Watch Company
Julie Taylor
1 West St.
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
888-942-5374
info@barharborwhales.com
www.barharborwhales.com
Maine Foodie Tours
Pam Laskey
PO Box 1905
Portland, ME 04104 207-233-7485
info@mainefoodietours.com
www.mainefoodietours.com
10% off culinary walking tours, any
location

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
Ryan Oliver
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
South Portland & Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members

Many thanks
WRWKHVHÀQHEXVLQHVVHV
WKH0/$·V.HHSHUPHPEHUV
Acadia Seaplants LLC

Interstate Lobster Co.

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust Island Fishing Gear &
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Auto Parts

New England Propeller
Northeast Marine Survey

Novatec Braids LTD
Island
Fishermen’s
Wives
Old School Pig Bait
Beals Lobster Pier
Island
Seafood
LLC
Pack Edge
Bell Power Systems Inc.
Joe’s
Rope
and
Buoys
Penobscot Bay & River
Bowdoin College
Dining Services

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Pilots Assn.

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Chapman & Chapman

Journey’s End Marina

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Chase Leavitt

Kip’s Seafood

Polyform US

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

Cousins Maine Lobster

Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335

HYDRAULICS
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Coastal Documentation II Lobster Trap Co.
Conary Cove Lobster Co. Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
Luke’s Lobster

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOO¿VK Machias Savings Bank
Cushing Diesel, LLC.
Downeast Boat Co.
F.A. Peabody Insurance
Farrin’s Boatshop
Finestkind Scenic Cruises
First National Bank
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Cooperative
Port Lobster Co.
Purseline Bait

Maine Center for Coastal Riverdale Mills
South Bristol Fishemen’s
Fisheries
Maine Financial Group Cooperative
Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
Maine Port Authority
Maine Sea Grant
Maine Salt Co.

Georgetown Fishermen’s
Marine Hydraulic EngiCooperative
neering Co. Inc.
Grundens
0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH6XUGulf of Maine Lobster vival Training
Foundation
Midcoast Marine Supply
Guy Cotten, Inc.
New England Marine &
Infab Refractories Inc. Industrial Inc.
Inland Seafood

Superior Marine Products
Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative
Twin City Financial Group
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Cooperative
:LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV
Williams CPA Group LLC
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
Worcesters Lobster Bait
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MAINE’S HISTORIC HARBORS:

Friendship

By Melissa Waterman
For a town bearing the name “Friendship,” its early history was anything
but harmonious.
Soon after settlement in 1750, the village, then called Meduncook, became
the site of a British military garrison built on appropriately named Garrison
Island. Relations with the local Native American tribe were amicable until
the outbreak of the French and Indian Wars. In May 1758, an Abenaki tribe
attacked the small hamlet of 22 families, burning homes and killing Joshua
Bradford and his wife and infant son. Two other sons were kidnapped and
taken by the Indian attackers. Later that same year a combined a party of
Native Americans and French Acadians again attacked the settlement.
1758 was not a good year for the inhabitants of Meduncook but, like many
small towns along the coast of Maine, its families hung on. After all, the
small peninsula jutting out in Muscongus Bay and its adjacent islands
provided a good harbor, protected coves, and an ample supply of marketable wood. In 1807 the residents incorporated and named their town
Friendship. According to The Chronicles of Cushing and Friendship, published in 1892, the townspeople quickly showed where their priorities lay.
“…on the third Day of April 1815, at a regular town meeting $100 was voted
for schools, and $50 for the support of the gospel.”

All images courtesy of Maine Memory Network and the Friendship
Museum.
renamed the property the Jameson & Wotton Wharf, and promptly built a new
store, grain sheds, a ticket office, a freight shed, and a wide gangway that could
be raised and lowered for loading and unloading freight. Jameson managed the
commercial fishing business and Wotton managed the store.
The steamboats helped Camp Durrell, a large YMCA camp on nearby Moody
Island, to prosper. The camp for boys was begun in 1890 when land on the island was donated by a Bath resident for operation by the Boston YMCA. Parents
bringing their children to the island via steamboat had no place to stay the night
so enterprising Friendship landowners quickly built two inns within walking
distance of the Jameson & Wotton Wharf. The Argyle Inn and the Seaview Hotel
were popular with vacationers and parents for many years, finally falling into
bankruptcy after World War I.
Friendship today bears few marks of its bloody start more than two hundred
years ago. Its harbor is dotted with lobster boats, its wharves bustle during the
lobster and scallop seasons, and summer visitors still find their way there, not
by steamboat, but rather along Route 220 during the summer months.

By 1859, the population of Friendship had grown to 691 individuals. Those
residents were industrious: the village had two shipbuilders, two gristmills,
one shingle mill and three sawmills. Fishing was an integral part of the
local economy. In those days, fishermen would shift their fishing efforts
among different species at different times of the year. Drying cod for shipment to the major cities of New England, for example, was a lucrative summer business.
The town is famous for its namesake fishing vessel, the Friendship sloop.
The design of the sloop developed gradually in response to the needs of
inshore fishermen, according to Betty Roberts
of the Friendship Sloop
Society. The basic hull
design could be scaled
up or down in size depending on an individual
fisherman’s desire. But
all Friendship sloops had
an elliptical stern, most a
clipper bow, and all were
gaff-rigged.
The sloops were built
all along the shores of
Cushing, Bremen and
Friendship during the
late 1800s. But Wilbur Morse is most closely associated with the distinctive vessel principally because he made so many of them. Roberts notes
that Morse launched a sloop every two or three months from his shop in
Friendship, linking his town forever with the design. “…before the turn of
the century one could see Friendship Sloops all over the bay engaged in
seining for herring, hand lining for cod, sword fishing, mackereling, and
lobstering,” wrote Roberts. The Friendship sloop began to fade as a commercial vessel as motorized boats became dominant in the early 19th century.

Stenger’s Wharf, formerly the Jameson &
Wotton Wharf, in the 1940s.

Friendship also began to diversify in terms of its economy around that time
as well. In 1897, Sherman Tecumseh Jameson and Walter H. Wotton decided to expand the old Davis Wharf, a small fishing wharf accessible only at
high tide, which was owned by Jameson. A steamboat captain in Rockland
told Jameson that if the wharf were 100 feet in length, he would make the
town a destination for his steamboats. The two partners paid for the work,
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MLA BUSINESS MEMBER: Superior Marine Products, Gray
By Melissa Waterman
You know you are making something worthwhile when none of your customers want you to change it. Such is the case for Superior Marine Products in
Gray. The company makes lobster blocks. “Lobstermen seem to love them,” said
Kristin Stanley, co-owner of the company with her husband Phil. “I think it’s a
product that would be missed if we didn’t make it.”
The company got its start
with a man named Nathan
Brackett. Brackett was
trained as a mechanical engineer. He was working for
his father at Orr & Jennings
Machinists in Portland
when he started tinkering
with a lobster block designed by his father in the
1930s. A Cape Elizabeth
lobsterman tested a few of
Brackett’s designs at sea,
then Brackett went back to
tinkering. Finally, in 1973
he introduced the Orr &
Jennings lobster block (now
called the Superior Size 4 HiLip block). In 1982, Brackett
decided to focus solely on
lobster blocks and named
his company Superior
Marine Products.
Business hummed along.
In 2000, Brackett sold his
company to a friend, Dean
Bridges, who had been in the
metal fabrication business
for 30 years. Bridges was a
gregarious man. He focused his attention on what lobstermen wanted — and
what they wanted was a lighter version of the old lobster block. He too began

Kristin Stanley and her husband Phil
are the third owners of Superior Marine
Products. Photo courtesy of K. Stanley.
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to tinker and eventually came up
with the design for an all-stainless
lobster block that could withstand
constant exposure to salt water.
He also created a UHMW poly
sheave for all block sizes.
Time passed, as it has a habit
of doing. In 2015, Bridges hired
David Lawler, a friend and fellow metal fabricator, to take over
the manufacturing end of the
company. Bridges passed away
in 2018, at which time Kristin
and Phil Stanley, owners of PCS
Performance in Gray, purchased
the business. PCS Performance is
a metal fabrication company that
works in stainless steel, aluminum,
titanium, steel and chromoly.
“The connection came through
Built well and built to last. Photo
Dave Lawler. He wanted some
courtesy of Superior Marine
part-time work and we hired him
Products.
at PCS. Dean had mostly retired
by then. That’s how we knew of the
business,” Kristin Stanley explained. Superior Marine Products was a natural
fit for the Stanley’s. “It’s a great product and has an excellent following,” Stanley
said. “The final design hasn’t changed in more than 40 years. It works well and
lasts as long as lobstermen expect it.”
Sales continue to remain strong despite the uncertain start to the fishing season. There are other products that Stanley thinks they might develop for the
use of fishermen but for now, the couple is content to keep their two businesses
on a steady course. And part of that steady course is continued support for the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA).
“We like what the MLA does to support lobstermen,” Stanley said simply. “It’s a
strong organization and it gives us good exposure.”
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TO YOUR HEALTH: A time for resilience
By Ann Backus, MS
“Waiting for a call from someone in authority, waiting for any sign of hope…”
Do these words describe the distress of a fisherman’s spouse or do they describe the distress of a husband whose wife is in the ICU with COVID-19? They
could describe either; they could describe both.

Fishing families know that lives can be saved by
using personal floatation devices while at sea.
In this moment, lives can be saved by wearing
masks when outside and by keeping a fathom
apart.
Fishing families have experienced the pain of waiting before but that does not
make the current situation easier. In the fishing industry there are hazards.
Weather, for instance, can be unpredictable. It may difficult to find shelter in
the lee of an island in time. It may be difficult to clear accumulating ice in the
winter. It may be difficult to recover from a stern-chasing wave. With COVID-19,
it may be difficult to escape from this virus when there is no shelter in terms of
a vaccine, no evidence-based tool to knock it down in terms of a treatment, and
nowhere to run from its presence.
Fishing families know that lives can be saved by using personal floatation devices while at sea. In this moment, lives can be saved by wearing masks when
outside and by keeping a fathom apart. Fishing families and communities have
shown over generations their
capacity to recover from difficulties. We call this capacity,
resilience. I like to think of resilience as buoyancy!
At the individual level, resilience includes preparing
ahead. In a very pragmatic
sense, it is when the key players in a household know
where the legal documents
such as wills and mortgages
are and know where the bank
accounts, checkbooks, ATM
pin numbers, credit cards,
Photo by M. Hall-Arber.
and safe deposit box keys are.
Resilience for some families
includes having back-up plans, such as life-insurance, savings, health care
proxies, provision for the care of children, and clear communication about
end-of-life wishes.
At the community level, resilience includes having first responders, supportive local government, active community organizations and a crisis response
team that meets regularly and rehearses emergency scenarios. But in these
COVID-19 days we have to think on a totally different scale. In addition to the
first responders, we need a large number of competent health care professionals and increased hospital capacity. In addition to supportive local government,
we need support at the state and national levels. In terms of organizations we
need those which can scale-up quickly, such as food banks, counseling centers,
and small business assistance programs. In terms of a crisis response team, we
need a team that has done its homework and one that can adapt to the current
exigencies.

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

In the event of a fishing death, the economic impact is most likely at the level of the family. Now
it includes the family and reaches beyond to the
nation — 382 million people — and the world —
7.6 billion people. What does it take to be resilient now? Will this ship right itself ?
I venture to say that all of us who have spent time
in boats know that drifting with the wind and
tide without propulsion or steerage can quickly
send us out to sea or bring us upon rocky shores.
Thus, to push this metaphor a little further, it
seems we need to go back to thinking about the
local level and engage with our networks and
community organizations for the drive and direction they can provide. If they are nimble, they
will adapt quickly.

Ann Backus is the
Director of Outreach
in the Department of
Environmental Health
at the Harvard T.H.
Chan School of Public
Health.

Maine organizations have stepped forward.
Here are a few examples: In downeast Maine,
the Seacoast Mission has established Project
ReachOut to enhance the social network of
downeast communities – especially those on
“unbridged” islands. They are accepting volunteers to make phone calls to families. Contact:
www.seacoastmission.org. In midcoast Maine,
the Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries (www.coastalfisheries.org) has resource
pages with information about unemployment, small business loans, and seafood marketing. In southern Maine, the Gulf of Maine Research Institute (www.
gmri.org) also has many resources including a very complete and helpful guide
that explains how to go about direct sales titled “A Fisherman’s Guide to Selling
Seafood in Maine.” The major source of assistance with direct sales marketing and retail seafood licensing is the Department of Marine Resources and
Marine Patrol at https://www.maine.gov/dmr/marine-patrol/.
To keep up with what is happening at the state and federal levels, visit the
websites of Senator Collins (www.collins.senate.gov), Senator King (www.
king.senate.gov),
Representative
Pingree (www.pingree.house.gov)
and Representative Golden (www.
golden.house.gov).
For an extensive list of resources
for Maine and New Hampshire pertaining to legal and financial assistance, social services and mental
health assistance, food pantries,
and other organizations poised to
help during this pandemic, please
visit www.hsph.harvard.edu/erc/
fishing-research-and-outreach/
and click on RESCUES: Maine
and New Hampshire Responding
to Emergencies at Sea and to
Communities under Extreme Stress.
Turn to the Community Profiles
and Contact Information section
(Appendix G).
In the words of the wife mentioned above who lost her husband when the
F/V Misty Blue went down in December of 2017, “I don’t know how we will get
through this.” Her son’s answer, “We will.”
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In the
NEWS
COURT RULES FOR WHALE ACTIVIST IN MASS. CASE
As the result of a court case brought by whale activist Max Strahan last year,
the District Court of Massachusetts ruled on April 30 that vertical lines used
by lobstermen in that state pose a threat to endangered North Atlantic right
whales. The court ordered the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs and the Division of Marine Fisheries to obtain an
Incidental Take Permit under the Endangered Species Act within 90 days in
order to continue permitting lobster fishing.
CANADA SPRING FISHERY BEGINS TWO WEEKS LATER
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
announced Wednesday morning that lobster fishing areas 23
(Northern New Brunswick), 24
(P.E.I North Shore) and 26 (eastern
Northumberland Strait, west coast
Cape Breton) will open May 15. The
season will begin at 6 a.m. subject to
weather conditions.
There will not be a corresponding
two week extension on the season’s
end. modelling commissioned by the Lobster Council of Canada predicts some
70 million pounds of product could be without a market in 2020. Those models
presumed the Gulf of St. Lawrence fisheries would open at the beginning of May.
NEW WAY TO FIND YOUR SEAFOOD ONLINE
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association, a nonprofit organization located in
Brunswick, has a web page dedicated to selling Maine seafood. The organization’s goal is to get more people eating seafood from Maine during a time when

many are stuck in their homes. The 18 companies listed on the site at the end
of April offer a wide variety of species, from eels to seaweed and scallops. The
page also provides links to two Facebook pages monitored by the Association
where fishermen and seafood businesses can post products they have for sale
and local seafood consumers can find local sources. Visit https://www.mainecoastfishermen.org/maine-seafood to learn more.
DMR MAKES EXCEPTION TO PURPLE MARK REQUIREMENT
As of April 21, the Department of Marine Rsources ruled on an exception to
current requirements to mark the buoy lines for trap/pot gear with either three
or four purple marks, depending on where the gear is fished. Buoy lines of 100
feet or less in length would be required to have only two purple marks, one of
36 inches in the top two fathom of the line, and one of 12 inches at the bottom
of the line.
CANADA PROVIDES AID TO SEAFOOD PROCESSORS,
AQUACULTURE BUSINESSES
Canadian announced in April that aquaculture and seafood processing companies will have access to the $ 5 billion CA from the Farm Credit Canada loan
program. Fishermen, processing workers, and front-line aquaculture workers
are entitled to the Canada Emergency Response Benefit, which provides $2,000
CA per month for up to four months for those who lose their income as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Small- and medium-sized businesses will have accesss to $ 65 billion CA in support via interest-free loans provided through the
Canada Emergency Business Account and the Export Development Canada
and Business Development Bank. In addition, seafood processors and other related service sectors received an exemption that allows them to hire and bring
into Canada temporary foreign workers. Those entering the country will need
to isolate for the first 14 days after their arrival.
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FAIR WINDS AND FOLLOWING SEAS
By MLA staff
David Provencher, a life-long lobsterman and staunch
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) member, died on
April 14 at his home in Scarborough.
Provencher began working as a stern man on a friend’s
lobster boat when he was 15 years old. He graduated from
Scarborough High School in 1976, and later Southern Maine
Technical College. Soon after, he pursued a full-time career
as a lobsterman.
Provencher fished out of Pine Point for more than 40 years
aboard his 32-foot lobster boat Robin’s Nest. He sold his
catch to the Pine Point Fisherman’s Co-op, which was purchased by the owners of Bayley’s Lobster Pound in 2019.
With his wife Robin, the Provenchers owned and operated The Dairy Corner in Scarborough for
nearly 20 years. Robin Provencher ran the business and David was the business handyman, building picnic tables for customers and fixing anything that need fixing. Last year, the Provenchers
sold The Dairy Corner to Cheryl Ryan, a longtime employee.
The Dairy Corner has created an ice cream sundae to honor Provencher called “The Robins Nest.”
It is made with “Dough Your Job,” the official ice cream of the New England Patriots, topped with
hot fudge, whipped cream, Boston Bruins-colored sprinkles, and a gummy lobster. A portion of
the sales will be donated to the Maine Lobsterman’s Association.
Provencher left behind his wife Robin and two sons, Lucas and Nathan Provencher.

Fraser continued from page 1

Stevens got $80 million for research, and NOAA implemented “reasonable and prudent alternatives” that allowed the pollock fishery to continue in the meantime.
Unfortunately for the lobstermen, they have no Uncle Ted.
As such, a federal court ruling April 9 invalidating NOAA’s 2014 biological opinion on right whale
interaction with lobster gear hangs like a sword of Damocles over the industry.
NOAA’s position is that vertical lines used by lobster catchers don’t jeopardize right whales. The
plaintiffs argued that the agency failed to include an “incidental take statement” (ITS) in its biological opinion, thereby violating both the Endangered Species Act and the Marine Mammal
Protection Act.
In fact, NOAA addressed potential interaction and mortality, but maintained that because the
ESA and the MMPA overlap, an ITS, as such, was not required.
Judge James E. Boasberg would have none of it, writing that NOAA’s “failure to include an ITS in
its 2014 BiOp after finding that the American lobster fishery had the potential to harm the North
Atlantic right whale at more than three times the sustainable rate is about as straightforward a
violation of the ESA as they come.”
The facts make clear, however, that potential and likelihood are two different propositions. In
1991, when NOAA’s original recovery plan was implemented, the right whale population was estimated to be just north of 250. Following implementation of vessel speed restrictions and shipping lane modifications, by 2010 the whale’s ranks were put at greater than 450. During the same
period, the number of trap tags sold to Maine lobstermen increased from 2 million to 3 million.
If lobstering were truly a threat to the right whale’s survival, it’s hard to explain the growth in the
number of whales against a 50 percent increase in gear.
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In fact, since 2002, there have been four documented entanglements of right whales and lobster
gear, none resulting in serious injury.
Meanwhile, the right whale’s summer range has shifted northward into Canadian waters, likely
as a result of warming in the Gulf of Maine, which explains the spike in Canadian mortalities. The
Canadians have responded with vessel speed restrictions in waters where right whales have been
observed.
The ESA honors what Abraham Lincoln called the better angels of our nature. The law insists we
take whatever steps are necessary to protect species; it does not insist that we take steps that
don’t.In the case of the northern right whale, for example, it doesn’t allow us to say, “We don’t
know, but let’s rule out lobstering.”
There is no evidence of right whale mortality as a result of interactions with lobster gear.
Aggregations of right whales have increased in Massachusetts, in Cape Cod Bay and off Nantucket,
but it’s fairly clear that in Maine whales and lobster gear seldom share the same waters. In fact,
we have seen that as the number of lobster traps in the Gulf of Maine increased, so did the number of whales.
In Alaska, scientists found that Steller’s sea lions liked herring and ate groundfish such as pollock
as a last resort. Research also showed that predation by killer whales played a significant role in
the decline of the sea lions.
Judge Boasberg has not yet settled on a remedy in this case. Rather than go down the road of
mandating cumbersome, so-called weak links that don’t work half the time or expensive, hightech gear such as submersible, radio-controlled lobster pot buoys, we must first see if such gear
is needed.
NOAA should be tasked with determining exactly where gear entanglements are taking place,
and with what kind of gear.
We’re not helping whales if we protect them from encounters that aren’t taking place.

Levi Rodin, 8, caught a big one while fishing
with his father aboard the F/V Pandora out of
Cushing. Photo by Erin Rodin.
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ALL IN A DAY’S
WORK
Summer is nearly here and it’s time to get to
work, as these children of Maine lobstermen
can attest to. It takes time to teach the next
generation the traditional skills they will
need to succeed in the fishery. But lobstering
is a way of life, not just a job, and who better
to teach it than a parent. Thanks to all who
contributed these wonderful photos!

4-year-old Jacob
McCullagh hauling
off Tenants Harbor.
Photo by Hailey
Braizer.

Noah Clayton, age
12, has fished for
three years off Large
Green Island. Photo
by William Clayton.

Kaiden Ramsey aboard F/V Old Greeley
off Bailey Island. Photo by Kristi Ramsey.

Lucas Jones helps his father
navigate aboard the F/V Nya &
Gianna in Stonington. Photo by
Ashley Jones.

Rose Reynolds takes her
lookout job seriously.
Photo by Travis Reynolds.
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