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NEW ANALYSIS SHOWS NOAA MUST LOOK BEYOND THE LOBSTER
FISHERY TO PROTECT RIGHT WHALES
By Melissa Waterman
In late August, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) sent a pointed letter to NOAA Chief Chris Oliver officially withdrawing support for the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 60% risk reduction target and the assignment
of responsibility for reducing entanglement risk to right whales solely to the
lobster fishery.
The action came about as a result of the MLA’s analysis of right whale entanglements, serious injuries and mortalities which revealed that NMFS data contained errors that significantly impact the understanding of human causes for
these events. MLA’s findings reveal the Canadian snow crab fishery accounts for
31% of right whale serious injury and mortality, gillnet and netting gear represent 13%, unknown trap/pot gear represents 4%, and U.S. trap/pot gear represents just 4%. U.S. and Canadian vessel strikes account for the remaining 48%.
“NMFS’ own data show that the lobster fishery is the least significant cause of right
whale serious injury or mortality, while ship strikes, gillnets and the Canadian snow
crab fishery pose much greater risks. The MLA cannot responsibly recommend its
members act alone to undertake changes in fishing practices when whales continue to be killed by ships or entangled in other fishing gears which are not included
in the current rulemaking,” Patrice McCarron, executive director of the MLA, said.
“The MLA remains committed to identify new whale protections for the Maine lobster fishery that accurately reflect the risk posed by this fishery.”
The MLA undertook its examination of NMFS data following the April 2019
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team (TRT) meeting due to unresolved
concerns with the timeliness and accuracy of information provided to TRT
members. The MLA concluded that the data NMFS presented to the TRT to

serve as the basis for recommendations
contained serious flaws.
The MLA’s analysis shows that the
NMFS’ stipulated risk reduction target
is unsupported by the best available
data. NMFS incorrectly allocated the
full responsibility for U.S. risk reduction
to the Northeast lobster fishery, ignoring the role of other fisheries known
to entangle right whales. It under-repMLA board member Mike
resented the role of Canadian fisherSargent and other lobstermen
ies in its calculations by ignoring the
stand ready to protect right
most recent entanglement data. NMFS
also did not investigate trends in right
whales. Photo courtesy of the
whale entanglement in unknown gear.
Bangor Daily News.
As a result, the data presented to the
TRT overstated the share of risk attributable to the Northeast lobster fishery
and downplayed the role of other gears and Canada.
“Drafting regulations that only affect lobstermen does not scratch the surface
in addressing known human causes of right whale decline and guarantees that
the rules will be insufficient to reverse the downward trend,” McCarron said.
“Maine lobstermen stand ready to do our part to help save right whales, but
NMFS must ensure that the Canadians, the shipping industry and other fishing
gear sectors join us in taking responsibility for their role in the crisis.”
To read the full text of MLA’s letter to NMFS, go to the MLA Update on page 6.
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“This proposed rule will give boat builders and Maine’s lobster
fishermen regulatory certainty and encourage continued progress
for cleaner diesel engines,” EPA New England Acting Regional
Administrator Deborah Szaro said in a press release. “This action is
a win-win for builders and lobstermen and allows Maine’s vibrant
fishing economy to continue.”
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COASTAL OUTLOOK

By MLA staff
In late August, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that it would delay implementation of Tier 4 emission
standards for commercial marine engines for three years. The
delay would provide relief to boatbuilders and manufacturers of
lightweight and high-power marine diesel engines used in the lobster fishery. In addition, EPA will institute a new waiver process,
which would allow for continued installation of Tier 3 engines for
certain vessels if suitable Tier 4 engines continue to be unavailable
and streamline the engine certification process to promote certification of engines with high-power density.
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In 2017, when Tier 4 emissions rules for engines of 803 hp and
greater went into effect, the rules hit lobstermen who fish offshore
hard. Most offshore vessels use engines above the 803-hp threshold, but the specialized hull designs and deck layout of those boats
left little space below for the selective catalytic reduction (SCR)
technology used to meet particulate emission standards. Offshore
lobster boats require more deck space to carry traps, and more
speed to complete their trips in a reasonable time.
Continued on page 19
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Whales, whales, whales. This has been the summer of right
whales.
The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) and
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) each held a
series of meetings with lobstermen to discuss a proposed
50% reduction in the vertical lines used by lobstermen
to attach their traps to a surface buoy. Needless to say,
lobstermen are extremely concerned over the proposal.
Reducing vertical lines by that percentage would require
many more traps to be attached to any one buoy line, and
potential trap reductions, posing serious safety, economic
and operational issues to lobstermen.
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We also hear from Noah Oppenheim, executive director of
the Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations.
Although the East and the West Coasts lie many thousands
of miles apart, issues facing fishermen on both coasts are
uncomfortably similar, Oppenheim writes. Burgeoning
offshore wind power projects are one such common issue. In this month’s Landings,
Oppenheim argues that Maine
lobstermen must remain vigilant as the federal Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management
continues to entertain lease
proposals. “Make no mistake: commercial fishermen
are right now entering into
direct competition with multinational energy conglomerates for some of the best real
estate on the ocean,” writes
Oppenheim.

On a different topic entirely,
The Maine Lobstermen’s
The issue of right whale protections was foremost
lobstermen often face danAssociation (MLA) took the
in the minds of Maine lobstermen this summer.
gers from such things as the
initiative to analyze NMFS
MLA photo.
weather, the ocean and, of
data on whale entanglements,
course, tangled gear. But how
serious injuries and mortalities. The MLA’s analysis revealed that the Canadian snow many have considered blood poisoning as a possible threat?
crab fishery accounts for 31% of right whale serious injury Bait poisoning is a serious infection that too many lobsterand mortality, gillnet and netting gear represent 13%, un- men disregard, as Elisabeth Maxwell points out this month.
known trap/pot gear represents 4% and U.S. trap/pot gear Being aware of the symptoms of bait poisoning, which can
represents just 4%. U.S. and Canadian vessel strikes account occur when handling both bait and well-armored lobsters,
and knowing what to do when it occurs can prevent serifor the remaining 48% of serious injuries and mortalities.
ous consequences. As one lobsterman who ended up at the
As a result, in late August the MLA sent a letter to NOAA hospital with bait poisoning said, “Don’t waste any time.”
Chief Chris Oliver officially withdrawing support for NMFS
proposed rules concerning right whales. “The MLA can- Landings also continues its series on artists and the lobster
not responsibly recommend its members act alone in un- fishery with a profile of Melissa Post van der Burg. Van der
dertaking changes in fishing practices when whales may Burg grew up in Salt Lake City, Utah, but, after moving to
continue to become entangled in fishing gear, such as gill- Maine 25 years ago, began painting the state’s coast and
nets, which are not included in the current rulemaking,” the men and women who work on the water there. Her
strong colors and compositions reflect the strength she
McCarron continued.
sees on Maine’s working waterfronts. That quality caught
DMR Commissioner Patrick Keliher also postponed a the eye of Senator Angus King, who selected one of van der
planned series of meetings with the seven lobster zone Burg’s paintings — of a woman lobsterman ascending a
councils in order to further analyze the data on right whale wharf ladder — to hang in his Washington, D.C., office. “It’s
entanglements before discussing with lobstermen Maine’s such a privilege to be able to paint. Whenever I hang out on
response to NMFS proposed rules. In July Governor Janet the waterfront I’m never disappointed. It’s full of life, not
Mills had directed DMR to evaluate a risk reduction target romantic,” van der Burg said.
for Maine that would be commensurate with any actual
We hope you enjoy this issue of Landings and look forward
risk posed by the lobster fishery.
to your suggestions for future articles.
While the question of how best to protect endangered right
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As we note in this issue, the information presented by
NMFS at the August meetings
met with a good deal of skepticism. Lobstermen noted time
and again that right whales
are not found in Maine waters,
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and that the rules proposed
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whales occupied many this month, other things in fact were
happening on the coast of Maine. Aquaculture continues
to be a hot topic, provoking strong opinions both for and
against the growing industry. Landings continues its series
on aquaculture in the state with a look at private support
for the sector from two organizations, Coastal Enterprises
Inc. and the nonprofit Island Institute in Rockland.
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AQUACULTURE IN MAINE: TWO ORGANIZATIONS HELP
AQUACULTURE VENTURES GROW
By Melissa Waterman
Little or big? On land or in the ocean? Locally owned or owned by outsiders?
The debate about aquaculture in Maine is intensifying as more people enter
the industry.
It’s important to remember, however, that aquaculture is not new to Maine.
Aquaculture ventures began many years ago, when Herb Hidu, a University of
Maine professor at the Darling Marine Center in Walpole, nurtured a generation of shellfish aquaculturists located largely on the Damariscotta River. Since
that time various public and private entities have become involved in the industry, among them Coastal Enterprises Inc. (CEI), a community development
corporation, and the Island Institute, a nonprofit organization in Rockland.
“We’ve been in this sector since the 70’s, it’s not a new thing for CEI,” commented Hugh Cowperthwaite, CEI’s director of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture. CEI provided financial and other support to fledgling aquaculturists
working with oysters through its Aquaculture Development Workshop during
the 1980s. It also offered loans to commercial groundfishermen and processors
until that industry, once the backbone of Maine’s working waterfronts, began
to decline in the 1990s as new regulations constrained the number of days fishermen could work and groundfish stocks slowly ebbed.
“CEI began to transition away from finfish. Commercial fishermen moved into
lobstering,” said Nick Branchina, CEI associate director of fisheries and aquaculture. “Then there was the advent of culinary interest in Maine shellfish, particularly oysters. Maine oysters are coveted.”

“In 1997 a group from Maine went to Japan to
learn about their aquaculture industry. When they
returned some fishermen started collecting and
releasing scallop spat as a stock enhancement
technique,” explained Cowperthwaite. “I visited
Aomori [prefecture in Japan] in 2010 and thought
that we needed to take this beyond just spat collection. In 2016 I went back with a few commercial
fishermen and aquaculturists. The focus was technology transfer.”
The ten-person group met with staff at Mutsu
Kaden Tokki Co., an equipment manufacturer that
develops and builds machines that mechanize
several labor-intensive steps in scallop farming, as
well as with marine scientists, private businesses,
fishing cooperatives and government officials.
What Cowperthwaite and others brought back
from Japan was a better understanding of how to
successfully grow a wild and mobile species as a
premium farmed product.

Scallops are the newest species in Maine’s
growing aquaculture
industry. CEI photo.

CEI teamed up with Maine Sea Grant, the Maine Aquaculture Association
and the Maine Aquaculture Innovation Center to offer a program called
Aquaculture in Shared Waters [see August 2019 Landings]. “The purpose of the
program is to help entrepreneurs enter the business or continue it in a smart
way,” Cowperthwaite said. “It’s a multi-generational opportunity. We encourage
people to bring their children to the trainings.” The program, which began in
2013, is offered free to participants; it is funded until 2022.

In 2018 CEI was awarded a $300,000 grant (matched 1:1 by CEI) from the
Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research to test the viability of scallop cultivation in Maine. With funding support from the Maine Technology Institute,
CEI purchased three Japanese scallop aquaculture machines (a grader, drilling
machine and a scallop washer) which were tested by Bangs Island Mussels in
Portland and Pine Point Oyster in Cape Elizabeth to grow and harvest ear-hung
scallops. Ear-hung scallops have a small hole drilled in the hinge into which a
specialized pin is inserted, which allows them to be hung vertically on lines in
the water. The technique, used extensively in Japan, yields faster-growing scallops with lower mortality and larger meat yields than those typically grown in
bottom cages or trays.

But CEI also has helped foster the growth of a different shellfish species than
the traditional clam, mussel and oysters for which Maine has become wellknown: scallops.

“Seeing is believing,” Cowperthwaite said in reference to that 2016 trip to Japan.
Marsden Brewer, a Stonington lobsterman and scallop fisherman, had been
collecting and releasing scallop spat for more than fifteen years and was feel-
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ing a bit discouraged. “Once he saw the industry in Japan, he was galvanized,”
Cowperthwaite said. Brewer and his son Bob decided to raise scallops in the
waters off Stonington using Japanese lantern nets. When the shellfish reach
1.5 to 2 inches in diameter, rather than the 4 inches required of wild-harvested
scallops, they can be sold. Brewer has been able to sell different size scallops
into different markets depending on consumer preference. Other participants
are working with long lines and ear-hung scallops to perfect grow-out techniques for Maine waters.
From CEI’s perspective, this sort of “homegrown” development of aquaculture ventures is key to maintaining a strong working waterfront and helping fishermen,
particularly lobstermen, diversify their sources of income. “Our mission is to help
underserved communities. Those are the small communities, with fishing families
who want to stay on the water,” Branchina said. “These are Maine-based companies.”
Many people are involved in aquaculture development at the Island Institute in
Rockland. Craig Olson is the nonprofit organization’s community development
officer. In July the Island Institute introduced its Tom Glenn Community Impact
Fund, a new iteration of the Institute’s Island and Coastal Infrastructure Fund,
which provides loans and equity investment in coastal and island businesses.
The family of Tom Glenn, a longtime Island Institute supporter, has donated $2.5
million to the fund, which will be matched by the Institute for a $5 million total.

Standard
Year
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

“Businesses come to us because they know us and are comfortable with us.
We will find the best vehicle [ for financial support] for whomever comes to
us,” Olson explained. The first applicant to the Tom Glenn Fund was an aquaculturist who wanted to expand her oyster farm to four acres and needed a
$25,000 infusion of capital to do so. Others may need help with a business plan,
or advice on business structure, or other forms of assistance to make their
businesses successful. The Institute currently has four loans out to coastal and
island businesses and an equity investment in two companies, one of which is
an aquaculture business. “We are here through the whole process,” Olson said.
“We understand the seasonality of life on islands.”
Peter Piconi is the marine business specialist at the Island Institute and oversees its Aquaculture Business Development (ABD) program, begun in 2016.
The program shepherds participants through the process of deciding if aquaculture is for them and then putting their toes in the water, so to speak.
One goal of the program, according to Piconi, is to create a critical mass of aquaculturists who can then help and support each other. Another is to support
fishing families and the state’s working waterfront in the face of a changing
marine environment. “The people coming through the program now are well
prepared and have done research on their own,” Piconi noted. “There’s something that Mainers bring to everything, a ‘can do’ attitude. I’ve had people tell
me, ‘I built this upweller myself.’”

Experimental
Count
69
66
67
67
61
58
64
70
69
74

Acres
643.51
570.46
587.08
624.2
617.94
598.85
673.64
694.018
687.27
732.048

Year
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

Finfish Leases

Count
11
12
14
14
19
20
20
18
20
28

Acres
18.22
20.595
31.25
30.41
37.5
41
42.46
40.52
49.9
76.44

Year
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

Count
28
26
27
26
25
25
25
25
25
25

Acres
649.8
620.05
658.55
665.37
629.71
629.71
629.71
637.69
637.69
637.69

Source: DMR
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During the past four years more than 100 people have gone through the program; 34 businesses have been established as a result. More than 70 people
applied to be one of the 25 selected for the ABD program this year. “Fishermen
know that things are shifting [in the Gulf of Maine]. They know that this makes
sense for them,” Piconi said.
Those taking part in the ABD program receive a truly hands-on education in
aquaculture for one year, followed by assistance as needed for the next two or
three years. Piconi and colleagues help them research species, develop business and marketing plans, conduct fiscal analyses of their chosen species,
and introduce them to the processors, distributors and retail companies that
might buy their end product. Participants also receive technical help in the aquaculture lease application process, often one of the more complex elements
of establishing an aquaculture business. And they receive a lot of coaching on
community involvement.
“How are you going to integrate with your neighbors? We want good actors in
the aquaculture sector who will represent Maine well,” Piconi said.
To judge by the numbers, more and more Maine residents are taking advantage of programs like those offered by CEI and the Island Institute to learn the
ropes of the aquaculture business, a trend that seems likely to continue. Olson
sees only progress ahead. “The next level of aquaculture in the state is processing. That’s what is really needed,” he said.
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LOBSTERMEN, DMR TURN OUT FOR NMFS WHALE HEARINGS
By Melissa Waterman
In August, representatives from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
held four public hearings with lobstermen in Machias, Ellsworth, Waldoboro
and South Portland. The focus of the hearings was
to solicit comments on management options under
consideration to reduce the risk of harm to right
whales from fishing gear by 60%. NMFS is seeking information from lobstermen on operational challenges, time, and costs required to modify gear by changing configurations such as traps per trawl to reduce
endline numbers, installing new line or sleeves and
by expanding gear marking requirements.
These scoping meetings mark the start of the federal
rulemaking process. Recommendations to guide the development of these rules were the product of the April
meeting of the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Team (TRT). At that meeting, the TRT members agreed
to seek ways to reduce the risk of serious injury or mortality to right whales from lobster or crab fishing gear by
between 60% and 80%.

Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Patrick Keliher spoke
at each meeting, urging NMFS to keep Maine’s inshore waters exempt from its
new rules since data indicate that regulating these waters would not be of much
benefit to right whales. He also referenced the spate of whale deaths in the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, suggesting that further regulations
on the Maine lobster fishery will not improve the
status of the right whale population if mortalities
continue in Canada.
Keliher also argued that the proposed regulations
would pose safety concerns if more traps were set
per trawl. He said that reducing vertical lines by 50%
would place most of the burden on lobstermen fishing near shore, where the benefit to right whales
would be minimal.

Patrice McCarron, the executive director of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA), drew on
NMFS’ data to show that U.S. trap and pot fisherLobstermen attended four hearings in August
ies, which includes lobster, crab, whelk, scup, black
on proposed rules to protect right whales.
sea bass and eels, were involved in just 4% of seriPhoto courtesy of the Ellsworth American.
ous injuries or mortalities among right whales in
the last ten years. The MLA’s analysis revealed that
At each of the meetings Michael Asaro, marine mamthe Canadian snow crab fishery accounts for 31% of right whale serious injury
mal and sea turtle branch chief of NMFS’ Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries
and mortality, gillnet and netting gear represent 13%, and unknown trap/pot
Office, noted that the right whale population is in decline with an estimated
gear represents 4%. U.S. and Canadian vessel strikes account for the remain411 whales. He noted the agency’s urgency in addressing the risk of entangleing 48%. McCarron noted, “A complete shutdown of the Maine lobster fishery
ment to right whales to aid in the species’ recovery.
would not have prevented the spate of right whale deaths occurring primarily
in Canadian waters since 2016.”
Beginning around 2010, biologists noticed significant shifts in right whale distributions as sightings in traditional habitats such as the Southeastern U.S. and
During the last week of August, DMR Commissioner Keliher postponed a series
the Bay of Fundy declined. By 2015, the whales’ northern range had expanded
of meetings the department had scheduled with the state’s seven lobster zone
to the Gulf of St. Lawrence where copepods are now found in dense patches.
councils. In a statement, the Commissioner said that he “regrets the delays but
Consequently, a number of right whales have been killed in that area: 12 whales
wants to ensure that we develop a proposal for submission to NMFS that rein 2017 and eight thus far in 2019.
flects a thorough review of all data.”
Asaro said that there continues to be much uncertainty about the future distribution of right whales as well as uncertainty about where the whales become
entangled. The exact location of where the entanglements occur has been determined in only 13 incidents from 1997 through 2017. Colleen Coogan, the
Marine Mammal Take Reduction Team coordinator, pointed out that it’s uncommon to identify where the entangling ropes actually originated.

NMFS is accepting written comments on the scope of the federal whale rules
until September 16, 2019. NMFS anticipates that a draft Environmental Impact
Statement on the proposed rules will be published late in the year and a proposed final rule is expected to be published early in 2020.

NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU ?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry. With long- and short-term ﬁnancing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

LOANS AND LEASES FOR:
BOATS • TRUCKS • REAL ESTATE • PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES • WHARVES • EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR • OPERATING LINES

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM

Page 6 | LANDINGS | September 2019

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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STEAMING AHEAD
On August 30, the MLA notified the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) that we would not be a part of
their effort to put the full responsibility for the right whale
decline on the lobster fishery. I know that there has been
confusion about how this issue unfolded, so I will provide
some background here.
First, the MLA has been leading the fight against whale
rules that unfairly target Maine lobstermen for more than
20 years. The MLA has full access to a talented legal team,
state and federal political leaders and government agency
staff. The MLA is by far the most experienced and knowledgeable organization on the right whale issue in Maine.
Though not widely publicized, the MLA regularly meets and
talks with NMFS, Maine’s Congressional delegation, our legal team, scientists and others substantively involved in the
right whale problem. We know what’s going on because we
make it our business to talk to senior decision makers as
well those who are in the trenches on this important issue.
The MLA’s action is a result of careful analysis of the facts,
the law, and the political environment
against which the recent spike in right
whale deaths will be judged. Armed with
that, we’ve been working to ensure that
Maine lobstermen are treated fairly in
the management process. I know many
lobstermen have called on the MLA to
fight for the sake of fighting, to tell NMFS
“No” and simply refuse to work with regulators. While tempting and certainly
much easier than the work we actually
do, the MLA’s goal is to take actions that
will improve things for Maine lobstermen. Like it or not, this includes understanding the rigid legal framework that
MLA photo.
sets the parameters for discussion. You
can complain all you want about how
ridiculous the process is or how out of touch various proposals seem to you. In reality, if you aren’t on top of the facts
and don’t understand how they influence the legal process
and if you don’t lay the groundwork to make a case based on
science and fact, your efforts will result in little more than
letting off some steam.
The reality is that the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA)
and the Endangered Species Act (ESA) are both very protective of marine mammals and act as a vise grip on federal and
state agencies. Advocates for right whales know this, which is
why they brought suit early in 2018 against NMFS to declare
its 2014 non-jeopardy finding for the American lobster fishery
to be illegal under the ESA. Just so we are clear, a finding of
jeopardy would mean that NMFS either ceases to permit the
lobster fishery or mandates draconian regulatory measures.
This is why the MLA has intervened to represent Maine lobstermen in that case. I have no doubt that the current rulemaking underway by NMFS to reduce risk to right whales
from the lobster fishery is a direct result of this legal action.
In its quest to identify management options for the lobster
fishery that would avert a new jeopardy finding, NMFS buried the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team (TRT)
with new information in the two weeks leading up to a critical meeting in April. Some of the new information NMFS
provided made no sense to us, but NMFS refused to discuss
its methodologies to explain why it set a risk reduction goal
that assumed the Maine lobster fishery presented the highest risk to right whales of all human causes.
The MLA wrote a letter to NMFS before the meeting to
express our strong concerns over this goal and the management process. NMFS ignored our protest and instead
issued a threat: either reach agreement on how to meet
the unrealistic risk reduction goal it established, or lose
our only opportunity to weigh in on management options
that would avert a jeopardy finding in the new biological
opinion for the lobster fishery planned for publication this
fall. Against this backdrop, Maine’s TRT representatives

worked hard to ensure that ropeless fishing and trap reductions (which the environmental caucus favored) would not
be mandated as part of the agreement NMFS demanded.
We understood that Maine ultimately would have to further reduce vertical lines and consider options to deploy
weakened rope. The bigger question was how to right size
those measures to address the actual risk posed by our
fishery — not the arbitrary 60% reduction stipulated by
NMFS. While right whales are extremely rare in Maine, we
know that they transit the waters of the Gulf of Maine to
get to their favorite places such as Cape Cod Bay and the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, and we cannot argue that whales are
at no risk of entanglement in Maine waters.
We fully agree with our members who have been adamant
that the rules contemplated by NMFS are over-reaching and
could have devastating impacts on our fishery and communities. We have challenged NMFS on the 60% risk reduction
target since it was first announced because it doesn’t make
sense. But no one was listening. So we went back to the data.
The MLA drew on NMFS’s own data to
figure out what was really going on with
right whale entanglements. Specifically,
we wanted to know more about the entanglement cases for which a fishery, gear
type or country could not be identified.
Since these cases comprise the majority
of right whale entanglements, gaining a
deeper understanding might shed some
insight on the type of fishing gear involved
— and on whether NMFS’s assumption
that due to Maine’s stature as the biggest
fishery, it must pose the greatest risk to
right whales. To our surprise, our results
revealed significant errors in NMFS data.
Furthermore, NMFS’s failure to present
its data fully and accurately misled the TRT during the crucial
April meeting. As a result, the TRT reached a “near-consensus”
agreement that is in conflict with NMFS’s own data.
NMFS is required to use the best available information,
so these new findings provide us with substantive information with which to challenge NMFS’s actions. We have
already presented our findings at public meetings held by
NMFS on the scope of its proposed rulemaking, and we will
submit them in writing for the official administrative record on which NMFS must base its decision.
This new information does not mean that Maine is off the
hook in identifying management measures to help right
whales recover. The species is in decline and Maine must
take responsibility for our role. However, the lobster fishery
alone cannot solve this issue. NMFS must ensure that the
Canadians, the shipping industry and other fishing gear
sectors join us in taking steps to correct this decline.
The MLA has been hard at work on this for a very long time.
Our decision to withdraw from the April TRT agreement
was not taken lightly. It reflects many hours of meetings
and research, the advice of an amazing legal team, and a
whole lot of piss and vinegar. Don’t for one second doubt
that the MLA will continue to push, and push hard, as
Maine’s lobster fishery faces one brick wall after another.
The MLA is grateful for the outpouring of support from so
many who care deeply about the Maine lobster fishery including Governor Mills, Maine’s Congressional delegation,
Maine DMR and many lobstermen and community members along the coast who continue to demand accountability from NMFS for its actions.
I urge you to read MLA’s letter to Mr. Oliver in full so that
you can understand the sound, fact-based challenge we are
making on behalf of Maine lobstermen and right whales.
To all who support the MLA, thank you. This work would
not be possible without you.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION LETTER TO NOAA
Chris Oliver, Assistant Administrator for NOAA Fisheries
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
1401 Constitution Ave NW, Room 5128
Washington, DC 20230
August 30, 2019
Dear Mr. Oliver:
I am writing to inform you that Maine’s five lobster industry members of the
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team (TRT) are forced to withdraw support for the near-consensus agreement reached during the April 2019 TRT
meeting due to serious flaws in the data presented to the TRT and in how the
process was conducted. NMFS’ failure to present data fully and accurately led
the TRT to an outcome that is in conflict with available data.
Substantive errors in NOAA Fisheries’ (NMFS or the Agency) data and its lastminute announcement of a U.S. risk-reduction target that was fully assigned to
the Northeast lobster fishery led the TRT to work with an erroneous assumption about the relative risk to North Atlantic right whales from that fishery and
discount the relative risk posed by other sources. As a result, the Agency’s current rulemaking does not address the full scope of known human causes of
decline in the species and will be insufficient to reverse the right whale population’s downward trend.
Following the TRT meeting, MLA undertook a careful review of data available
from the Agency, due to unresolved concerns with the timeliness and accuracy of information provided to TRT members. Our review revealed substantive errors in NMFS data and the omission of critical information that shows a
“distinctly different understanding of relative risk” posed by Northeast lobster
fishing gear to right whales.
Specifically, and as discussed in more detail below, the NMFS data contained
errors that significantly impact our understanding of human causes of serious
injury and mortality to right whales. The corrected data show that gillnet gear
and netting play a much larger role in entanglement cases than was previously
understood. Further, NMFS’ failure to investigate a pronounced increase in observations of unknown gear, particularly the increase in cases since 2015 with
no gear present, leaves significant unanswered questions about the responsibility of Canadian fisheries for these entanglements. As a result, the data presented to the TRT and fishing industry erroneously overstate the share properly attributable to the Northeast lobster fishery and downplay the role of other
gears in right whale serious injury and mortality.
The MLA’s analysis found that gillnet and netting gear were the most prevalent
gear (other than Canadian snow crab gear), and the Northeast lobster fishery
(and the Maine lobster fishery in particular) were the least prevalent in right
whale entanglements from known causes. This finding means the 60% conservation target stipulated by the Agency and allocated solely to the Northeast
lobster fishery is unsupported by the best available data, and any package of
remedial measures designed to meet it cannot credibly generate the conservation benefits anticipated. At a minimum, the U.S. risk reduction target must be
shared amongst the fisheries contributing to entanglement.
Furthermore, the MLA’s findings reveal evidence — also not presented to the
TRT — that the current Take Reduction Plan is working. Since the plan was
amended in 2009 and 2014, there has been a strong downward trend in the incidence of entanglement cases involving U.S. lobster gear, from seven cases prior
to 2010 to only one case — a non-serious injury in Massachusetts lobster gear
— since then. The data show only one confirmed right whale entanglement in
Maine lobster gear, which dates back to 2002, with no known serious injuries
or mortalities attributable to that gear. NMFS’ data also show that ropes removed from right whales in recent years are not representative of ropes used
in Maine’s lobster fishery.
Based on these findings, the MLA has grown even more concerned that the
TRT deliberations were conducted without sufficient data from the agency to
inform its efforts to select appropriate mitigation measures that address risk.
In short, the rules proposed are misaligned and too narrow in scope to effectively protect right whales.
MLA’s findings further reinforce our agreement with Governor Mills’ expressed
concern over the “disturbing lack of evidence connecting the Maine lobster industry to recent right whale deaths” and her directive to Commissioner Keliher
“to evaluate a risk reduction target for Maine that is commensurate to any actual risk posed by the Maine lobster industry.”
Given the significance of the deficiencies identified, the MLA and Maine’s five
lobster industry TRT members can no longer adhere to the outcome of the
April 2019 TRT meeting. The MLA cannot responsibly recommend its members undertake changes in fishing practices when whales may continue to become entangled in fishing gear, such as gillnets, which are not included in the
current rulemaking. The MLA stands ready to implement new conservation

measures in the Maine lobster fishery to protect right whales but must have
assurances that the Agency is adequately addressing all known human-caused
threats to right whales and that the science indicates proposed conservation
measures are likely to further the goal of species recovery.
The MLA calls for the Agency to publish a thorough analysis of its own data
regarding known sources of entanglement risk to right whales and conduct a
new analysis of the risk reduction target, including the new information identified by the MLA. The Agency should then re-convene the TRT so it can appropriately advise the Agency on effective management approaches to aid in the
species recovery based on a comprehensive understanding of known entanglement threats.
The remainder of this letter will identify specific concerns that need to be addressed in order to achieve that goal.
NMFS’ Technical Memorandum Erroneously Assumed the Northeast Lobster
Fishery is the Most Significant Human Cause of Serious Injury and Mortality
In September 2018, NMFS issued a Technical Memorandum entitled “North
Atlantic Right Whales – Evaluating their Recovery Challenges in 2018”. As MLA
articulated during the October 2018 TRT meeting, the memo wrongly forced
TRT members to presume, for purposes of their deliberations, that the Northeast
lobster fishery presents the most significant human cause of right whale serious
injury and mortality without evidence to support that assumption.
NMFS’ reliance on the September 2018 Technical Memo distracted the Agency
from fully considering the best available data from its entanglement database.
NMFS did not adequately analyze its data on human-caused serious injury and
mortality so the TRT did not have the benefit of reliable information to accomplish its task. NMFS’ failure to present data fully and accurately led the TRT to
an outcome that is in conflict with available data.
Maine DMR wrote to the Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) on
October 3, 2018 stating its concern that the memo is “based on conjecture,
without sound scientific basis” and that “the net result of the oversimplified
picture painted by this Memo is likely to be regulations imposed on a fishery or
in an area that will result in very little conservation benefit for the right whale”.
To date, the memo has not been withdrawn or substantively updated and thus
remains a source of misinformation on the challenges facing North Atlantic
right whales. The MLA urges NMFS to withdraw the technical memo and conduct a thorough, accurate review of data on known human causes of serious
injury and mortality.
NMFS must also correct its presentation of data on entangled right whales.
Since the release of the technical memo, NMFS has consistently implied that serious injury and mortality from the Northeast lobster fishery exceeds Potential
Biological Removal (PBR), even though this assertion is not supported by the
data. The Agency has repeatedly — at the TRT and elsewhere — presented a
graph of entanglements first sighted in U.S. waters as de facto evidence that
U.S. fishing entanglements exceed PBR. Given that the rulemaking process addresses only the Northeast lobster fishery, the public assumes these entanglements result from that fishery. Further, it is well understood that the initial
sighting location of an entangled whale is not indicative of where an entanglement occurred. For example, of the 16 entanglements confirmed in Canadian
fishing gear since 2014, four were first sighted in U.S. waters. NMFS also continues to present a misleading map from the technical memo depicting cases
where the location of the entangling fishing gear is known. This includes 10
entanglement cases in U.S. lobster gear, eight of which occurred prior to the
2009 and 2014 amendments to the Take Reduction Plan. The two cases since
then were in Massachusetts lobster gear and were successfully disentangled. In
fact, other than two cases from Canada, none of the entanglements depicted
resulted in right whale serious injuries or mortalities.
The cumulative result of misinformation in the technical memo and NMFS’ other data presentations was to create the erroneous inference that the Northeast
lobster fishery is the most significant threat to right whales as the basis for the
TRT deliberations. Because of this error, the TRT decision-making process was
not based on data most relevant to the task of selecting management measures
appropriate to address risk.
NMFS’ Stipulated 60% Risk Reduction Target is Inconsistent with its Own Data
and was Imposed Without Consultation with the TRT
The MLA supports the development of a risk reduction target because it is necessary to gauge the effectiveness of proposed management measures intended
to aid in the recovery of right whales. Given the high level of uncertainty surrounding sources of human-caused right whale serious injury and mortality,
an effective risk reduction target must be informed by the best available data.
NMFS has not acted in accordance with these principles.
Continued on page 8
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On April 5, 2018, NOAA Fisheries issued a press release to TRT members stating
“we believe that to achieve this goal [to reduce right whale serious injury and
mortality to below PBR], mortalities and serious injuries in U.S. fisheries will
likely need to be reduced by 60 to 80% from current levels. The Agency provided
neither documentation on the data and methodology used to calculate the risk
reduction goal nor an opportunity for the TRT to offer input on the target.
The MLA — and other members of the TRT — raised questions with the Agency
on the assumptions used to set this risk reduction target. Despite its initial
statement that “mortalities and serious injuries in U.S. fisheries will likely need
to be reduced by 60 to 80% from current levels” (emphasis added), the Agency
declined to engage in dialogue or entertain input to revise the target. NMFS’
only explanation of the goal appears in an email responding to MLA’s questions, which NMFS then sent to the TRT.
In order for whale conservation measures to be effective, the risk reduction
target must be derived from review of data showing the impact of all fisheries
known to contribute to risk and must accurately reflect the risk posed by each
fishery. The best way to establish such a target is not to adopt it by fiat and press
release, but rather to develop it through a collaborative process with the Agency
and members of the TRT using the best available data on all involved fisheries.
Based on MLA’s review of the data, the Agency’s designated risk reduction target has several significant flaws.
1. NMFS inappropriately assigned the full responsibility for the U.S. risk reduction to the Northeast lobster fishery, ignoring the risk posed by other U.S. fixed
gear fisheries, including gillnets and trap/pot fisheries in the mid- Atlantic and
south-Atlantic.
2. NMFS incongruously apportions serious injury and mortality from unknown
gear equally between the U.S. and Canada. The Agency ignores known serious
injury and mortality rates for U.S. and Canadian fisheries when apportioning
these to each country. Further, NMFS assigns full responsibility for the U.S. portion of these to the Northeast lobster fishery, ignoring the risk posed by other
U.S. fixed gear fisheries.
3. NMFS did not conduct an analysis of trends in serious injury and mortality
from unknown gear, such as the recent increase in cases with no gear present,
to inform its allocation of these to each fishery and country. If risk is not effectively addressed where it occurs, the U.S. management plan cannot effectively
recover the species.
In order to establish a target based on the best available data and evidence,
NMFS must evaluate the relative risk from all known causes of harm, taking
into account what is known about entanglement. MLA’s analysis of NMFS’ data
(2010-2018) reveals a striking hierarchy of serious injury and mortality to right
whales from known human causes, with the Canadian snow crab fishery accounting for 31%, gillnet and netting gear representing 13%, unknown trap/pot
gear representing 4% and U.S. trap/pot gear representing 4%. U.S. and Canadian
vessel strikes account for the remaining 48%. There are no known cases involving Northeast lobster gear.
A significant challenge in reducing entanglement risk is how to address the many
entanglement cases where the origin of the gear is not known. While reliance on
assumptions remains necessary, these assumptions must be informed by the best
available data. Consideration of known causes of serious injury and mortality and
deeper analysis of trends in unknown gear must be paramount considerations.
The MLA identified a pronounced and increasing trend in NMFS’ data on gear
of unknown origin, with the proportion of cases with no gear present increasing
significantly beginning in 2015. This is coincident with the shift in large numbers
of right whales to the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the significant increase in the incidence of right whale entanglements in Canadian snow crab gear.
Under NMFS’ approach, this significant spike in unknown gear incidents remains unexplained and is arbitrarily split equally between the U.S. and Canada,
with the U. S. portion attributed exclusively to the lobster fishery. NMFS has
failed to provide a rational explanation for this split, which over-weights the
contribution of U.S. gear during a time when whales are known to have spent
increasing periods in Canadian waters and virtually all entanglements were
known to be from Canadian gear.
The result is that NMFS’s risk reduction target will not achieve its intended result to reverse the right whale population decline. The Agency must reconsider
this goal to address its flawed assumptions and omission of consideration of
risk posed by other U.S. fixed gear fisheries.
The MLA understands there are data challenges that complicate assignment of
risk associated with unknown gear. To help close the knowledge gap, the MLA
proposes, for its part, to expand and uniquely mark Maine lobster fishing gear
for Maine’s lobster fishery and to introduce gear marking in Maine’s exempted
waters. The MLA urges NMFS to pursue a similar strategy in other fisheries so
the Agency and the TRT will have the benefit of best available information on
the origin of unknown gear.

NMFS data contained substantive errors which render the Agency’s management priorities flawed
In its review of NMFS’ data, MLA noted two cases with substantive errors that led the
TRT to conduct its work without an accurate understanding of the role of Northeast
lobster fishery and other gears in right whale serious injury and mortality.
Right whale 3405 (NMFS E44-16), which was found entangled in 2016, was determined to have been entangled in monofilament mesh and line of unknown
origin. However, the pro-rated serious injury (0.75) was attributed in the 2018
right whale stock assessment to unknown gear and, therefore, is not accurately
represented in NMFS’ data. After persistent requests by MLA, this error was
acknowledged by the Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) on August
15, 2019, nearly four months after the TRT meeting.
NMFS’ data also incorrectly categorizes a mortality case involving the floating
carcass of an unknown right whale (NMFS E22-14) found in 2014. The whale was
determined to have perished due to entrapment in fishing gear. Investigation
of this case revealed that the stationary position of the whale, 36 nm south of
Nantucket, and the fresh nature of the carcass led NMFS to determine that it
was entangled in unknown U.S. fishing gear. Questioning by MLA confirmed
that these circumstances rule out Maine as a source of the entangling gear. The
necropsy findings recently published in Diseases of Aquatic Organisms concluded that “[b]ased on the presence of the line with float buoys along the body
of the whale, the entanglement gear type was most likely gillnet”.
This means that the only documented serious injury or mortality known to
have occurred in U.S. fishing gear did not originate from Maine and likely resulted from gillnet gear, not lobster gear. In view of these findings, the MLA
asks NMFS to reconsider the gear designation in this case due to the conflicting determinations between NMFS and the necropsy results on the entangling
gear. The MLA concurs with the necropsy team, based on the photos of the
right whale and the gear located at the entanglement site, that the entanglement gear was most likely gillnet.
These findings fundamentally change our understanding of the relative role of
gillnet and trap/pot gear in right whale serious injury and mortality and demonstrate that the TRT’s advice does not address the primary cause of documented risk arising from U.S. fishing gear.
NMFS Used a “Decision Support Tool,” Still in Development and Not Peerreviewed, as the Basis of the TRT’s Recommendations
The MLA fully supports the use of a model to assess the risk of right whale
entanglement, spatially and temporally, to guide the development of effective
management approaches to protect right whales. Such a tool must adequately characterize fisheries that have the potential to interact with right whales,
the unique threat posed by varying gear types and configurations, and whale
density and behavior. The NEFSC has done an admirable job in developing a
decision support tool, however, the tool is still under development and is not
yet ready to be used for reliable quantitative assessment of the effectiveness of
proposed management measures.
NMFS announced its nascent decision support tool just one week before the April
2019 TRT meeting. This resulted in confusion among TRT members and inadequate time to understand the data and assumptions that serve as the basis for
the tool. TRT members were required to use the tool to assess the effectiveness of
management scenarios in achieving the stipulated minimum 60% risk reduction
and, at the same time, were told to use the model’s output only as guidance.
During the TRT meeting, it became clear that while the tool holds promise to
assess right whale management approaches, it has many limitations. The tool
contains three inputs: fishing effort data, whale density data and an assessment
of the risk of varying lobster gear, which are given equal weight. TRT members
voiced many concerns with each of these components, which are contained in
the draft meeting summary of the TRT meeting.
The MLA believes the data and design of the decision support tool must be
significantly improved. The whale model portion of the tool was developed for
U.S. Navy applications and does not adequately characterize whale density in
important fishing areas. Since 2010, more than half the right whale population
has been regularly sighted feeding in Massachusetts in and around Cape Cod
Bay and in a significant new habitat south of Nantucket. As dense aggregations
of right whales have increased in Massachusetts waters, the number of right
whales detected along the Maine coast has declined, facts not adequately captured in the model’s inputs. In fact, the whale model does not include data on
the newly identified habitat around Nantucket, contains limited whale data
on the Gulf of Maine and does not include any whale density data for coastal
Maine. The tool cannot accurately reflect the risk of various fisheries to right
whales unless these data issues are resolved.
Furthermore, the whale model does not allow whale distribution patterns to
be considered by year, particularly before and after 2010, when whale distribution patterns shifted significantly. This masks the risk to right whales in current
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high use habitats where they did not have a significant presence prior to 2010.
NMFS has stated that this issue will be addressed in October 2019, but it will
not be available in time to analyze options in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. The whale model also does not weight the risk of an entanglement
based on the whale’s behavior, such as feeding versus transiting, an important
consideration in assessing entanglement risk. The MLA is concerned that without addressing these deficiencies, the decision support tool cannot effectively
assess proposed management approaches. Due to these and other concerns,
the TRT has asked that the tool be peer-reviewed before it is used to assess options, and further that the TRT have input into the Terms of Reference.
In developing the decision support tool, the NEFSC developed a gear “severity
index” to determine the risk of various gear types that may be encountered by a
right whale. NMFS developed this index by polling TRT members on the risk of
certain lobster gear configurations. The index accounts for one-third of the assessment tool input. TRT members raised strong concerns with this approach,
in part because the results of the exercise significantly impact the assessment
of management approaches such as weak rope.
The MLA is also concerned that the responses to the poll were analyzed by caucus, resulting in a lower weight to votes from fishing industry members, who
are the most knowledgeable about fishing gear, and higher weights to votes
from all other TRT members. While NOAA Fisheries has pledged to revisit this
methodology, the TRT has not received any updates on its progress. The MLA is
also concerned that the severity index considers only lobster gear.
NMFS continues to publish broadly the preliminary results of the tool’s assessment of management scenarios presented to the TRT as the basis for developing rules, even though it has conceded that the tool remains under development and has not been peer reviewed. This has created confusion among
industry members about the effectiveness of management measures proposed
by various jurisdictions as the industry weighs in on the scope of rulemaking.
MLA objects to the use of the model’s assessment results until the infirmities
identified above have been resolved.

taking no action with respect to emerging threats to right whales and their
habitat. These threats must be considered if we hope to have success in achieving long-term recovery of the species. If they are not addressed, the actions
taken by fishermen will have no chance of success.
Moving Forward
The MLA remains committed to do its part to aid in the recovery of right whales.
Since NMFS formed the TRT in 1997, MLA has been a full partner in working to
reduce harm to large whales from entanglement in U.S. fishing gear. The MLA
strongly supports measures to further our understanding of right whales and
the risks they face. These measures include expanded and unique gear marking for Maine, 100% harvester reporting, vessel monitoring in federal waters,
investment in the development of a tagging device to improve data on right
whale distribution, increased right whale surveillance in regulated waters, stable funding for long-term plankton monitoring and development of right whale
habitat suitability models.
While the MLA supports requiring gear marking on vertical lines in Maine’s
exempted waters, our support is conditional on it being implemented by the
state of Maine. The MLA will not support including this measure as part of the
Take Reduction Plan as we remain strongly opposed to the expansion of any
Take Reduction Plan measures into Maine’s exempt waters.
The MLA stands ready to work with NMFS, the TRT, the state of Maine and our
members to identify measures that address the actual risk that the Maine lobster fishery poses to right whales. For the amendments to the Take Reduction
Plan to be effective, the process must be based on sound science and carefully
vetted data analysis that identifies actual risk to endangered whales.
Maine cannot stem the decline of the right whale population on its own. Maine’s
lobstermen believe it is past time for all stakeholders in the effort to ensure a
thriving future for right whales to examine and address the multiple stressors
and threats to the species that occur outside of our waters.
Thank you.

NOAA Fisheries Asserted Pressure to Reach Consensus to Avert Threat of a
Jeopardy Finding in Pending Biological Opinion
TRT members were pressured to reach a consensus agreement for measures
that address risk to the Northeast lobster fishery under a threat that the April
2019 TRT meeting would provide the only opportunity for members to guide
right whale risk reduction measures due to the pending Biological Opinion for
the American Lobster Fishery. Based on our data analysis, the gillnet fishery
is a significant source of risk and should be required to identify management
measures to avert a jeopardy finding in its pending Biological Opinion.
The TRT did not discuss this because NMFS has effectively placed the full burden
of the U.S. risk reduction on the Northeast lobster fishery. It has further failed to
adequately review and discuss other human-based causes of right whale serious injury and mortality with the TRT. The MLA strongly urges NMFS’ Section 7 team undertaking the Biological Opinions for the American Lobster and Batched Fisheries
to incorporate the new data discovered by MLA into the ongoing analysis.
The Right Whale Decline is Part of a Larger Problem
NMFS’ data and other recent scientific work indicate that the right whale population decline, including its deteriorating health and reproductive success, is
driven by changing environmental conditions, resulting in a dramatic shift in
right whale distribution and migratory patterns.
The data are clear that Canadian entanglements and vessel strikes are now the
most significant cause of right whale serious injury and death because right
whales are spending significantly more time in Canada’s largely unregulated
waters. There have been eight right whale deaths and three new entanglements
in Canadian waters already this year.
The MLA was disturbed to learn NMFS’ data show that since 2009, when the
Take Reduction Plan required changes in lobster fishing practices and the U.S.
ship strike plan was implemented, more right whales have been struck by U.S.
ships than have been entangled in U.S. fishing gear. According to the 2018 right
whale stock assessment, serious injury and mortality from U.S. ship strikes was
0.81 and U.S. entanglement was 0.4. In fact, U.S. (31%) and Canadian (17%) vessel strikes now account for 48% of known human-caused serious injury and
mortality (2010-2018). NMFS has not acknowledged the ongoing contribution of ship strikes to right whale serious injury and mortality, but instead has
brought attention only on the Northeast lobster fishery. The MLA is not aware
of any planned rulemaking to address the risk to right whales due to U.S. ship
strikes and urges the Agency to address this issue promptly.
The MLA is also concerned that NMFS is not objecting to other threats to right
whales and their habitat such as seismic testing, offshore wind developments
and offshore aquaculture. MLA believes it is arbitrary to focus conservation
efforts so disproportionately on the lobster fishery, which has a demonstrated
track record of implementing measures to protect endangered whales, while

Sincerely,
Patrice McCarron, Executive Director

Many thanks
WRWKHVHÀQHEXVLQHVVHV
WKH0/$·V.HHSHUPHPEHUV
Acadia Seaplants LLC

Interstate Lobster Co.

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust Island Fishing Gear &
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Auto Parts

Northeast Marine
Survey
Novatec Braids LTD

Island Fishermen’s Wives Old School Pig Bait
Penobscot Bay & River
Bell Power Systems Inc. Island Seafood LLC
Pilots Assn.
Joe’s Rope and Buoys
Bowdoin College
Pete’s Marine Electronics
John’s Bay Boat Co.
Dining Services
Polyform US
Journey’s End Marina
Chapman & Chapman
Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Coastal Documentation Kip’s Seafood
Cooperative
Conary Cove Lobster Co. Lobster Trap Co.
Port Lobster Co.
Beals Lobster Pier

Cousins Maine Lobster

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOO¿VK Machias Savings Bank
Cushing Diesel, LLC
Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.

Purseline Bait
Riverdale Mills

Maine Center for Coastal South Bristol FisherFisheries
men’s Cooperative
Maine Financial Group Superior Bait & Salt

F.A. Peabody Insurance

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance

Superior Marine Products
Inc.

Farrin’s Boatshop

Maine Port Authority

Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative

Downeast Boat Co.

Finestkind Scenic Cruises Maine Sea Grant
Maine Salt Co.
First National Bank
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.

Georgetown Fishermen’s
0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH6XUCooperative
vival Training
Grundens
Midcoast Marine Supply
Guy Cotten, Inc.
New England Marine &
Infab Refractories Inc.
Industrial Inc.
Inland Seafood

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Cooperative
:LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV
Williams CPA Group LLC
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
Worcesters Lobster Bait
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10 minutes.
In cold water, that’s how long you have to rescue your crewman
before they lose the ability to keep their head above water.
Keep yourself safe, keep your crewmembers safe.
The clock’s ticking without a lifejacket.

MLA Legal Defense Fund:
ϐ
ϐǨ 
Ǥ

Make a donation today.

RDR LOBSTER
AND SHELLFISH

Trenton & Jonesboro, Maine

Thank you!
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________
State: _______________ Zip: ________________
Phone: _____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________

Yes! I’d like to donate!
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

$365.00 - ‘a dollar a day’
$100.00
No amount
$50.00
is too small!
$25
Other amount: _____________

please make checks payable to ‘MLA LDF’
Mail: 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk ME 04043
Online at www.mainelobstermen.org

• Buying Lobster Year Round
• Top Prices Paid
• Pickups Available
• Instant Pay
207-667-2250
rdrlobster@yahoo.com
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT
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WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

6,009
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Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

:4+
!$ '#

• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

=== (;;)>?;@)>?>64 :
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HAMILTON

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint

Long Line Snaps

:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ89
& weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap & water
FOHDQXS5HG2UDQJH<HOORZ*UHHQ%OXH%ODFNRU:KLWH
Search# HM-LBP

6WDLQOHVVVWHHOZLUH
6ROGE\WKHSDFN

$

MARINE
NOW STOCKING!

Hairless Salted Pig Hide
Lobster Bait

SAVE

39&6XSHUŴH[
Lined Gloves

$

See just how tough
our buoy paint is!

74 EA

1399PR

SAVE
BY THE
DOZEN!

15%
,#c

15%

IN STOCK ONLY

Order#
154807
154810

5HJ SELL
 74.79
 84.99

Search# RIL-

10%
,#c

,#c

'HVFULSWLRQ
PP7LHU
PP7LHU
PP7LHU
PP7LHU

Order#
763277
769870
763278
769871

IN STOCK ONLY

Search# MH-

$

Search# GRD-

8495pr

USCG APPROVED
+LYLV\HOORZDFFHQWV5HPRYDEOHKHDGSLOORZ
$UWLFXODWHGDUPVIRUHDVLHUGRQQLQJ
5HJ
SAVE
$
.17$8 $
99
Order# 753274

249

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

10

3ODVWLFZLWKKDQGOHVDQGKROHV
IRUGUDLQLQJEXVKHOFDSDFLW\

$

1999ea

Orange
Order# 118243

Green
Order# 763280

Commercial Flare Kits

24" Life Ring

JIM-BUOY®

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

USCG APPROVED Orange
with Reflective Tape

USCG APPROVED

$

$

57 ea

99
SAVE

5HJ
$
&$/*27
Order# 105283

25

Each Bale %DOH
0.59 89.99 
0.77 58.99 
0.87 71.99 

Fish Basket
NEW!

:RPHQōV1DY\ 3LQN
6L]HV
Search# NCF-XWAB
0HQōV%ODFN
6L]HV
Search# NCF-22736

IN STOCK ONLY

[VKHHWV
great for engine
ZRUNFOHDQLQJ
spills, waxing and
SROLVKLQJ
Order# 7KLFNQHVV Weight
123472 
Single
123422  Medium
145762 
Double

Ankle Boots
Foul Weather Gear

,#c

High Performance
LED Lights

6ROGLQ)WFRLOV)RU
XVHLQPXVVHOIDUPLQJ
$4&)5%.
Order# 763256

)OXVKPRXQWRUGXFWHG
WR%78V

15%

Sizes M-XL
Search# HMG-A460

Order#
761648
761649
761650

closed cooling system!

32" x 54"
STARTING AT

79

Length




$TXDFXOWXUH
lantern nets, for
XVHLQVFDOORS
IDUPLQJ

FREE HEAT from your engine’s Oil Absorbent Sheets

Noise Control
Sheets

'HVFULSWLRQ
6RXQG$EVRUEHU
&RPSRVLWH%DUULHU

+0/+,'(%$,7
Order# 740935

Size
6PDOO
0HGLXP
/DUJH

SCAN THIS QR CODE!

$

BY THE
PALLET!

1499qt $4999gal

Lantern Nets

1/2" Black
Fuzzy Rope

3-50 Mile

229 ea
99

SAVE
$

10

5HJ
2/,
Order# 118182

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE
Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

Louisiana Bait Products, Inc.
Individually Quick Frozen (IQF) Pogie
Oily, salty, Gulf Menhaden has 5 times more oil than
Atlantic pogies*
*LSU Ag Center Test results

Buy factory direct
Stable supply and stable pricing
For more info call Shawn Switzer (337) 400-4121

www.getbait.com

“Lobsters
Lobsters Love To Get Under Our Skin”
Skin

AD

E

IN

TH

E

US

PIG HIDE
BAIT

M

H

Fr

A
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Free Delivery,
Unlimited Supply
1st Rate Service

Lobster & Crab Bait
Lobstab8@gmail.com
207-394-4343
314 Hudson Rd.
Alton, ME 04468

®

AQUAMESH
Often imitated,
but never duplicated

3 With more than 10 years in business and

over 150,000+ buckets sold, 1st Rate Bait knows
H[DFWO\ZKDW¿VKHUPHQUHTXLUHDQGSURYLGHVDIXOO\
SDFNHGTXDOLW\FRQVLVWHQWSURGXFWHYHU\WLPH

YOUR TRUSTED WIRE MESH SOURCE SINCE 1980
1.800.762.6374 | sales@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


Working
to make 2019
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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MAKE IT MAINE,
MAKE IT NEW SHELL
Fall Promotions for Maine Lobster
September is a big month for lobster in Maine, and it’s an ideal time to show off
our fishery.
This month, the MLMC is sponsoring ChefsFeed Indie Week, an event which brings
twelve top chefs from around the country to Portland, where they will be paired
up with local chefs to produce three dinners open to the public. The MLMC will
take the opportunity to give the chefs an insiders’ tour of the Maine Lobster
industry. Later in the month, the MLMC is bringing a group of journalists to Maine
for their opportunity to see our industry first-hand and promote media coverage
of Maine Lobster throughout the fall.
Finally, for the fifth consecutive year, the U.S. Senate has declared September 25
to be National Lobster Day. This national holiday provides a great opportunity to
promote Maine Lobster through the fall and serves as a timely hook for the media
to write stories highlighting Maine Lobster products.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine

d,>Z'^d/dsZ/dz/Ed,d>Ed/EKZd,^d

/ŶŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐŝŶĐĞϮϬϬϭĂŶĚƐƟůůŐŽŝŶŐƐƚƌŽŶŐ͊ 

dƌƵƐƚhƐĨŽƌzŽƵƌ&ƌĞƐŚ͕^ĂůƚĞĚΘ
&ƌŽǌĞŶĂŝƚEĞĞĚƐ

NOW AVAILABLE IN
YELLOW /BLACK

&ƌŽŵ;ϭͿĂƌƚŽŶƚŽĂ&ƵůůdƌƵĐŬ>ŽĂĚ͘
,ĞƌƌŝŶŐ͕DĂĐŬĞƌĞů͕WŽŐŝĞƐ͕ZĞĚĮƐŚ͕ZŽĐŬĮƐŚ͕dƵŶĂ͕DŽŶŬͲ
ĮƐŚ͕^ĂƌĚŝŶĞƐ͕WůĂŝĐĞ͕^ƋƵŝĚ͕^ĞĂZŽďŝŶ͕,ĂůŝďƵƚ͕Θ^ŝůǀĞƌƐŝĚĞƐ͘
/ĨǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞŝƚ͙WůĞĂƐĞĂƐŬĂŶĚǁĞ͛ůůĮŶĚŝƚ

tĞ͛ǀĞŐŽƚǇŽƵĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ͊
'ƌĞĂƚEĞǁƐ͗tĞŶŽǁďƵǇ>ŽďƐƚĞƌ͕ƚŽŽ͊

DĂŝŶWŚŽŶĞ>ŝŶĞ͗>ŝŶĞϵϳϴ͘Ϯϴϯ͘ϴϱϮϮ
Ăŝƚ^ŚŽƉWŚŽŶĞ>ŝŶĞ͗ϵϳϴ͘ϰϳϵ͘ϰϲϰϮ
KƉĞŶzĞĂƌZŽƵŶĚ
^ĞƌǀŝŶŐĐůŝĞŶƚƐϳĂǇƐĂtĞĞŬĨƌŽŵDŝĚͲ:ƵŶĞdŽDŝĚͲKĐƚŽďĞƌ
DŽŶĚĂǇͲ&ƌŝĚĂǇϱDͲϯWD͕^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϲDͲϭϮWDΘ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϲDͲϭϬD

ISOMAX Jacket

X--TRAPPER
Bib Trousers

WWW.GUYCOTTENUSA.COM
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance
Smithwick
thwick & Mariners Insurance
Insurance
h ME
E -- Discounted
Di
d vessell iinsurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill
Falmouth,
Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no lay up period,
discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and more!
Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait

B & S Bait
Cherryfield, ME -- $100 off per pallet of pig
hide (must show current MLA card). 207-6644266
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Electronic Equipment
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Fuel

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 207-963-5857

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Newspapers

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service. 603-418-0470

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts at these
¿QHEXVLQHVVHV
Hotel
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)
Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA
when booking.

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables. 207-767-2136

Financial & Investment
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.
207-622-3772

Lobster & Seafood

Legal Services
/DZ2IÀFHRI &U\VWDO7DUMLFN
(Port Clyde, ME) -- 10% off all legal services
for MLA members. 207- 691-2633

Propellers

Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
603-617-3626
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Chase Leavitt Co.
Portland, Ellsworth -- 5% off service fee
for liferaft repack OR $50 R൵QHZOLIHUDIW
SXUFKDVHZ0/$FDUGRUFXUUHQW0DLQH
&)FDUGZZZFKDVHOHDYLWWFRP
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial
ÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps. Must
show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Cross Insurance Arena

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person at
WKHER[RIÀFH,QIRDWZZZPDLQHOREVWHUPHQRUJ
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRONICS

INSURANCE

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.

Midcoast Marine Electronics
129 Lakeview Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products, excluding MRP products

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT

LEGAL SERVICES
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

BAIT DEALERS

FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

B&S Bait
Blake Smith
17 Smith Lane
Cherryfield, ME 04622
207-664-4266
bandsbait2018@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket when buying 36
buckets or more

North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service

Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT
REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Foodie Tours
Pam Laskey
PO Box 1905
Portland, ME 04104
207-233-7485
info@mainefoodietours.com
www.mainefoodietours.com
10% off culinary walking tours, any
location
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com

Pack Edge
Jim Freeman
340 Presumpscot St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com
Rope Razor
3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
plantes@buoysticks.com
www.buoysticks.com

Law Offices of Crystal Tarjick
PO Box 11
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-691-2633
crystal@ctmelaw.com
10% off on all legal serives to MLA
members.
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Garbo Lobster
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217

GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
Ryan Oliver
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts.
New propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, & related items, sales, repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off liftraft repack, $50 off new
liferaft purchase at both locations.
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Locations in South Portland &
Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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BAIT POISONING CAN BE LIFE-THREATENING
By Elisabeth Maxwell
Fish handler’s disease, also known as bait poisoning, occurs when bacteria
are introduced into the body through cuts in the skin. Handling and processing bait or lobsters can lead to scrapes, cuts, and punctures even when
wearing gloves. The spines and fins of species such as redfish and horned
sculpin or the shells of lobster are particularly dangerous.
Normally, your skin provides a protective barrier to keep bacteria and
pathogens from entering your body. But even the smallest scrape or cut
on your hands can break this barrier. “These sea creatures can potentially
harbor certain harmful bacteria and cause a serious skin infection,” said
Jordan Porter, a doctor of nursing practice and a family nurse practitioner
at the Down East Community Hospital.
Bacterial infections should not be taken lightly. Left untreated, an infection might require hospitalization or even amputation of an extremity.
General signs of infection include redness, pain, swelling, or drainage from
a wound. In addition, a person may or may not have a fever. These signs
indicate that your body’s immune system is fighting against the foreign
bacteria and that the situation could quickly deteriorate. Medical professionals can determine the severity of the infection and provide the correct
course of treatment to ensure proper recovery.
Bob Baines, lobsterman out of Spruce Head, was flying back from an outof-state fisheries meeting when he noticed something odd about his arm.
“We were sitting on the tarmac and I looked down and there were red
lines running up my arm,” he recalled. “I got home late in the afternoon,
grabbed a beer, and walked over to my mother-in-law’s house next door.
She is a registered nurse. I didn’t even finish my sentence when she said,
‘You get to the hospital now.’ I had heard about [bait poisoning] but never
experienced it myself and never knew how dangerous it was.”
In the few hours that it took for Baines to get to the hospital and see a
doctor, the red lines had already progressed past his elbow. Baines was
treated with two rounds of IV antibiotics that were able to stop the infection successfully. It could have ended very differently if he hadn’t gone to
the hospital when he did. “As a fisherman I knew what it was, but I didn’t
realize how dangerous it was. I thought, ‘Ah, it is just an infection,’ but they
told me that it could have gone to my heart and killed me,” he said. Baines’
recommendation to other lobstermen: “Don’t waste any time.”

Sternmen may be at particular risk for bait poisoning because they often handle bait more than the captain. “Lobster fishermen who directly handle lobster
or spiny fish are at highest risk for bait poisoning,” said Porter. “Certain pre-existing skin conditions like eczema
and psoriasis can predispose individuals to secondary bacterial skin
infections. Other conditions like
diabetes and smoking can make individuals more susceptible to skin
infections like bait poisoning and
can delay wound healing.”
You can take steps to protect yourself and your crew from bait poisoning. Proper and thorough hand
washing after handling bait is an
Punctures from rockfish, a common
important step to reduce translobster bait, can lead to bait poisonmission of bacteria. “Always wearing a thicker pair of gloves like blue
ing. NOAA photo.
vinyl gloves (not cotton gloves)
while handling lobsters and spiny fish is the number one way to prevent bait
poisoning,” Porter said. “Good hand hygiene and regularly changing gloves are
also important. If you get cut, promptly washing the site with mild soap and
warm water helps reduce the likelihood of contracting bait poisoning.” Mesh
gloves may provide additional protection from sharp objects. You should also
consider steps such as disinfecting gloves and work surfaces with a bleach solution on a regular basis to reduce the overall presence of bacteria.
If you think you might have bait poisoning, Porter suggests several immediate
steps. “Immediately cleanse the wound with fresh tap water and gently scrub the
wound with mild soap and water, removing any foreign material. Once cleaned,
applying an over-the-counter topical antibiotic like Bacitracin ointment and a
Band-aid is helpful until you can be seen by a health care provider,” he said.
Porter emphasized the importance of checking with a medical professional.
“Early consultation with a health care provider is key to a good outcome. Since
lobstermen frequently use their hands, early recognition and treatment is critical to preventing complications like loss of hand function, a deep bone infection, or bloodstream infection.” Baines’ advice to fellow lobstermen is blunter.
“You know when it is infected. Just go spend the money [and see a doctor].”

AQUACULTURE LEASE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Fall NH-Maine Trawl Survey begins
September 23
The Fall ME-NH trawl survey conducted by the State of Maine,
Department of Marine Resources is scheduled to begin September
23, 2019 in New Hampshire working east to Lubec. The more information we have regarding our fisheries, the better equipped we are
to defend these resources and your livelihoods.

The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is holding a public hearing
to take evidence on an aquaculture lease application for the following:
Applicant Name and Lease Lauren and Joshua
Type:
Gray

տ Experimental Lease
ց Standard Lease
ց Suspended culture
(Gear on bottom and/or
suspended)

The ME-NH trawl survey provides valuable information for the management of important commercially harvested species. Failure to
complete the proposed tows could jeopardize the use of our data for
state and federal lobster and finfish management. To address this,
we will be increasing our efforts to move gear within the published
tows.

Culture Type

տ Bottom culture
(No gear)

Species

ցϐ
տOther

General Location, Town

“The Pool”, Great Cranberry Island

Acreage Requested:

5.25 Acres

If weather does not permit us to work, we expect that lobstermen will
not be fishing that day. Therefore, it is our hope that everyone, the
trawl survey and lobstermen, will slide the schedule one day forward.
Marine Patrol will be on hand as well to assist with tow operations,
including moving traps.

Lease Term Requested

20 Years

You can avoid the need for our Marine Patrol to handle gear by clearing an area of gear 1/8th mile on either side of the 1 nautical mile
towline for day of the tow.
Latitude/Longitude and TD coordinates for tow locations (pair of
dots with a line on the chart mark each tow) and schedules can be
found at: www.maine.gov/dmr/science-research/projects/trawlsurvey/
fl19/schedule.html
For more detailed charts, please call Rebecca Peters at the office 207633-9530, or by cell 207-557-5276, or email (Rebecca.J.Peters@maine.
gov)
Tow Schedule and Updates are available via several methods.
Boat contact: F/V Robert Michael monitors Channels 16 and 13. Boat
cell phone: 207-557-5276 (Chief Scientist, Rebecca Peters). Web:
www.maine.gov/dmr/science-research/projects/trawlsurvey/index.
html.

տMarine algae

տ ϐ

The public hearing on this application has been scheduled as follows:
September 24, 2019, 3:45 p.m., The Longfellow School, 251 Cranberry Road,
Great Cranberry Island, ME
If the public hearing listed above is postponed or cannot be concluded by a reasonable hour, an alternate public hearing will be held on September 25, 2019, at the same location. Notice of a postponement or a continuance will be posted on the Department’s website.
Applications to intervene need to be received by DMR no later than 4:00 p.m. on September 9, 2019.
'05ZLOOGHFLGHZKHWKHUWRJUDQWLQWHUYHQRUDSSOLFDWLRQV¿YHGD\VEHIRUHWKHKHDULQJ3OHDVHUHYLHZ
the section below for more information.
INFORMATION ON DMR WEBSITE: See DMR’s website, for the lease application and DMR
site report: http://www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/leases/pending/index.html.
PARTICIPATING AT THE HEARING: Any interested person may attend the hearing and ask
TXHVWLRQVRIWKHSDUWLHVRUWHVWLI\XQGHURDWKDERXWWKHH൵HFWRIWKHSURSRVHGOHDVH$TXDFXOWXUHOHDVH
hearings are adjudicatory proceedings. If you intend to participate, please visit DMR’s website to
learn more about these types of proceedings. On DMR’s website the following are posted: the lease
FULWHULDKHDULQJSURFHGXUHVDQGVXJJHVWLRQVIRUH൵HFWLYHSXEOLFSDUWLFLSDWLRQGXULQJWKHKHDULQJ
https://www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/public-participation.html
INTERVENING: If you apply for and are granted intervenor status, you become a legal party to the
proceeding. See the contact information below to request an intervenor application from DMR.
RELEVANT AUTHORITY: Chapter 2 of DMR regulations. The statutory provisions are: 5 M.R.S.A.
§9501 et seq. & 12 M.R.S.A. §6072(1) et seq., & 12 M.R.S.A. §6072-A(1) et seq. Address questions
to: Maine Department of Marine Resources, Attn: Aquaculture Division, 21 State House Station,
Augusta, ME 04333-0021. (207) 624-6567. Send emails to DMRaquaculture@maine.gov.
For disability accommodations, contact Meredith Mendelson at: (207) 624-6579, Meredith.Mendelson@maine.gov
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Guest

COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN: East, West Coast fishermen grapple with offshore wind
By Noah Oppenheim

In my day-to-day work for commercial fishermen on the West Coast I often find
the similarities between political issues facing Northern California fisheries
and those facing Maine fisheries are striking. In my first column for Landings
the subject was whale entanglement in the Dungeness crab and lobster fisheries. As I keep writing, I will continue to explore these similarities with the hope
that our respective sectors of the fishing industry can learn from each other,
strengthen our connections, and craft solutions together to guide us through
our respective challenges.
Maine and Northern California have the dubious distinction of being the only
regions in the country where floating offshore wind energy development is being contemplated by developers and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM). While New England fishermen are coping with massive leases south
of Cape Cod, off Long Island and elsewhere, California fishermen have been
watching those developments from a distance.
The impacts to the commercial fishing industry resulting from the development of offshore wind resources are numerous and significant, from spatial
displacement and gear concentration to impacts on safety and on shoreside
operations. From the fishing industry’s perspective, offshore wind development is similar to eminent domain on land.
It’s clear to me, and to fishermen all over the country, that offshore wind areas
equate to closed areas for commercial fishing. The beneficiaries of these closures will be corporate entities, foreign and domestic, who sell power to consumers. It’s a transfer of assets and resources from one space-intensive ocean
user group to another. This set of tradeoffs, like any eminent domain process, is
a choice for society and our elected leaders to make.
Let’s make wise choices here.
What’s the status on the West Coast?
BOEM is currently considering leasing three Call Areas, totaling 1,073 square
miles, within the Outer Continental Shelf of California. The Diablo Canyon and
Morro Bay Call Areas lie off Morro Bay in California’s Central Coast in close
proximity to the soon-to-be-decommissioned Diablo Canyon nuclear power
plant. The Humboldt Call Area is offshore of Eureka in Northern California.

While the locations have productive wind speeds
and easy access to the electrical grid, the three
Call Areas were put up for consideration after
unsolicited requests from developers. These
three areas sit offshore some of California’s historic commercial fishing ports. The reason why
these fishing grounds are so productive can be
traced to high winds, lots of upwelling, and the
rich primary productivity in the ocean that results. And, of course, the best wind energy areas
are the same places where all this ocean activity
happens. Make no mistake: commercial fishermen are right now entering into direct competition with multinational energy conglomerates
for some of the best real estate on the ocean.

Noah Oppenheim is the
executive director of the
Pacific Coast Federation
of Fishermen’s
Associations.

What can Maine expect from the BOEM process?

The BOEM leasing process doesn’t take fisheries’ productivity into account at the beginning. Rather, the process exists in a
vacuum; the top priority is putting wind energy development boundaries on a
map. It’s pretty extraordinary actually: developers can submit unsolicited bids
for wind development anywhere in the US Exclusive Economic Zone, including fishing grounds used for generations, and BOEM is bound to consider the
proposal.
Meanwhile, the agency leaves it to developers to make first contact with fishing
communities and industry members. This of course leads to promises, deals,
and offers, kept and not kept, rather than a genuine seat at the table where
the big decisions are made. Rarely are genuine partnerships formed to discuss
offshore wind siting and operational impacts, although some folks appear to
be genuinely trying.
I believe that this general approach to leasing is incompatible with several of our
procedural environmental review laws, including that National Environmental
Policy Act. It should be changed. And until it is changed, Maine fishermen can
expect more of the same.
Continued on page 21

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692
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VINEYARD WIND PROJECT DEALT SETBACK; BOEM TO LOOK AT
CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
By MLA staff
Vineyard Wind, the $2.8-billion, 800-megawatt offshore wind project planned
for the waters off Martha’s Vineyard, has been delayed due to a Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM) decision in August to undertake a broad study of
the potential impacts of offshore wind projects planned up and down the coast.
The BOEM decision to launch a “cumulative impacts analysis” and hold up approval of a key permit for Vineyard Wind until that analysis is complete will
likely alter the schedule for construction of the project. Vineyard Wind officials
stated publicly that the development remains workable and will move forward
on a new timeline.
BOEM said it had received comments from stakeholders and other federal agencies requesting “a more robust cumulative analysis” and decided to
launch a more comprehensive look at offshore wind projects after federal officials “determined that a greater buildout of offshore wind capacity is reasonably foreseeable than was analyzed in the initial draft Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS)” for Vineyard Wind. In March, Michael Pentony, the Regional
Administrator for GARFO, wrote to BOEM raising several concerns related to
the project. BOEM officials say they are operating within a review window that
extends into March 2020.

“Considering such comments, and taking into
account recent state offshore wind procurement announcements, BOEM is expanding its
cumulative analysis of projects within its draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to also
include projects that have been awarded power
purchase agreements, but may not have submitted Construction and Operations Plans
(COPs), and potential scenarios based on state
procurements that are expected to be awarded,” the agency said.
The delay raises the question of whether
Vineyard Wind will still qualify for the federal
12% Investment Tax Credit (ITC) which is due
to sunset at the end of the year. Vineyard Wind
had been planning to financially close on its
project and begin on-shore construction work
this year, put the first turbine into the seabed in
2021 and have the 84-turbine wind farm generating electricity in 2022. The project is backed
by Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners and
Portland-based Avangrid Renewables.

Block Island Wind is
the first offshore wind
project in the U.S.
DOE photo.

Tier 4 continued from page 1

At the urging of Peter Emerson, New England dealer support specialist for
Mack Boring and Parts Company [a business sponsor of Landings], in 2018,
the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) board of directors voted to take
the issue to Maine’s Congressional delegation to push for options to exclude
lobster boat engines from Tier 4 requirements. Since the EPA had already been
through the rulemaking process, the delegation urged the MLA to raise this issue with EPA. The MLA worked with Peter Emerson to send a letter to former
EPA director Scott Pruitt explaining the mismatch of the Tier 4 requirement for
Maine’s lobster fleet, but with little result.
The MLA, Emerson, and several Maine boatbuilders went back to the
Congressional delegation to ask Representative Chellie Pingree and Senators
Susan Collins and Angus King to intercede with the EPA. In November, three
EPA staff from Ann Arbor, Michigan, met with Emerson and spoke with Maine
boatbuilders throughout the coast to discuss the needs of lobstermen con-

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

cerning boat safety and performance. “[The] Maine Lobstermen’s Association
was instrumental as an organized body who could capture the attention of the
Senators and Congress people who needed to be alerted over the situation,”
noted Emerson.
“We are pleased to have worked together with the EPA to find a commonsense
solution that supports Maine boatbuilders and lobstermen,” said Senators
Collins and King and Representatives Pingree and Jared Golden in a joint statement. “This delay in the implementation of the Tier 4 emission standards for
commercial lobster-style boats should provide engine manufacturers time to
design and certify engines that will both comply with Tier 4 emission standards
and work safely and efficiently in these boats.”
A public hearing will be held on September 20, 2019 at 9:30 a.m., at the Maine
Maritime Museum in Bath, Maine.
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All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT
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Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss

www.bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
Phone:
603.300.2846
or 603.300.2849
Phone:
603.300.2849
Highest quality ropes made in Maine
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Email:
info@bessybait.com
Email:
info@bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 rear Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.

Make cleanup
easy and fast.
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New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
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Our pressure washerss
come with everything you
need, including 50’ hose and
wand with turbo nozzle.
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Hydraulic

Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
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•

Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!
603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com • 28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

Belt Driven

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com
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In the
NEWS
ROPELESS FISHING TESTS FRUSTRATE SNOW CRAB
FISHERMEN
New Brunswick snow crab fishermen have been testing a ropeless trap system
this season as one way to reduce the use of fishing rope, which has been blamed
in deaths of endangered North Atlantic right whales. “The main problem with
the ropeless gear … is that it was given way too much credit for what it can, at
this time, achieve for the snow crab fishery,” Robert Haché, director general of
the Acadian Crabbers Association,
said in an interview. Haché said the
ropeless trap system they’ve tested
had a lot of practical issues — and it
would take years of work to adapt it
to fishermen’s needs. “Basically, the
testing of the ropeless trap showed
us that the contraption was far from
being adequate to be used on a commercial basis now. We’re looking at
some contraptions that will need a
lot more work.” The ropeless traps,
developed by California-based
New Brunswick snow crab fishermen
Desert Star System, are already
aren’t happy with ropeless gear. Photo
used by fishermen in New Zealand
courtesy of the Journal Pioneer.
and Australia.
P.E.I. COMPANY TESTS NEW BAIT WITH FISHERMEN
Bait Masters Inc. is testing a new bait product in the fall crab and lobster fishery on Prince Edward Island. “The new bait is a mix of fish and other organic
matters in a biodegradable casing,” said Wally MacPhee, co-owner with Mark
Prevost of the company. “It reduces the amount of pelagic fish used in the bait
process. We’re hoping to reduce it by 50% per piece so it would be a help with
sustainability.” Mackerel and herring, the traditional bait used by the lobster
fishery on P.E.I., have become increasingly more expensive and difficult for fish-

ermen to find. “It’s kind of a secret formula. We’ll just keep it at that for now,”
MacPhee said. Nine lobstermen tried the bait in the spring lobster fishery while
an employee tracked the catches, comparing the alternative bait to the traditional fish. “We found out that it fishes well, fishermen seem to like it,” MacPhee said.
RIGHT WHALES REMAIN THREATENED IN CANADA WATERS
Canadian conservationists are sounding an alarm over the survival of the
North Atlantic right whale. Eight right whales were killed thus far this year.
Necropsies on five whales show that three were killed by vessel strikes; two died
of unknown causes. Four right whales have been sighted entangled. Changing
feeding patterns have brought the whales into the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Recent losses to the population include a 40-year-old female named Punctuation
that scientists have been tracking since 1981. She gave birth to eight calves, two
of which had calves of their own. Scientists determined she died as a result of
being hit by a ship.
PUFFINS THRIVING OFFSHORE
Maine puffins are having one of their most productive seasons in years on remote islands off the state’s coast. The birds are well on their way to setting a record for the number of breeding pairs, said National Audubon Society scientist
Stephen Kress, who has studied the birds for years. Kress said nearly 750 pairs
nested on Seal Island and Eastern Egg Rock
in 2018, and this year’s number will likely be
higher. The birds are thriving due to multiple
factors, including an abundance of the type of
fish they’re best suited to eat, such as young
haddock and hake and herring. In some previous years, the birds have suffered because
those fish were less available, replaced by
fish that are more difficult for them to digest.
The fish thrive in cold waters and the Gulf of
National Audubon Society photo.
Maine water temperatures have remained
slightly cooler this year than last.
NMFS PROPOSES CONTROL RULE FOR LOBSTER FISHERY

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

Independent Journalism
ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

NEW ENGLAND’S
MOST READ

Relevant Fisheries News
by Professional Journalists
NOW More Than Ever
The Fishing Industry Needs
In Depth, Quality, REAL NEWS
Monthly, 18,000 readers
from Eastport, Maine
to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195

“It’s What Fishermen Read”
www.FishermensVoice.com

NOAA Fisheries is seeking comments on a control date (a date that may be
used to establish eligibility) of April 29, 2019 for the American lobster fishery,
as the agency considers ways to reduce threats of entanglement by fixed-gear
fisheries to North Atlantic right whales.
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s Lobster Management
Board established a control date of April 29, 2019, and recommended that
NOAA Fisheries do the same for federal waters. NMFS is notifying the public
that the Agency may develop a future rulemaking to complement any actions
taken by the Commission, and that future participation in the fishery may be
based on participation as of April 29, 2019. All other changes would be completed through a separate, future rulemaking.
The Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking is located at www.fisheries.noaa.
gov/action/american-lobster-fishery-control-date-lobster-conservation-management-areas?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery. Comments are due
by September 23, 2019.

In late August, the Department of Marine
Resources announced that it would put its
series of meetings with the seven lobster
zone councils on hold. Commissioner Patrick
Keliher said that he wanted to ensure that the
department developed a right whale rule proposal for submission to NMFS that reflected a
thorough review of all data. He further stated that the Department
remained committed to meeting with industry members before
any proposal is formally submitted to NMFS. For further updates,
visit the Department web site, www.maine.gov/dmr.
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You can find more information, links, and photos at www.mainelobstermen.org.
September 6
MLCA benefit for the Lobstermen’s Relief Fund,
Cook’s Lobster and Ale House, Bailey Island,
11:30 a.m.-8 p.m.
September 10
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative Board
meeting, Island Institute, Rockland 1 p.m.
September 16
Comments due on Scope of federal Whale
Rules. Submit all electronic public comments
by sending an email to nmfs.gar.ALWTRT2019@
noaa.gov using the subject line “Comments
on Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan
Scoping.” Mail: Submit written comments to
Michael Pentony, Regional Administrator,
National Marine Fisheries Service, 55 Great
Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930-2276.
Mark the outside of the envelope: “Comments
on Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan
Scoping.”
Aquaculture Lease Hearing, Robert S. Baines, 6
p.m., St. George Town Hall, Tenants Harbor.

September 23
Comments due on Lobster Control Date
to establish that future participation in the
lobster fishery may be based on participation as of April 29, 2019. Mail to mail to Mike
Pentony, Regional Administrator, NOAA
Fisheries, Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries
Office, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester,
MA 01930. Please mark the outside of the envelope: “Comments on Lobster Control Date.”
Or submit electronically to fishery through the
online portal at: https://www.regulations.gov/
comment?D=NOAA_FRDOC_0001-5197&utm_
medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery.
September 24
Aquaculture Public Hearing, Lauren & Joshua
Gray, Great Cranberry Island, 3:45 p.m., The
Longfellow School, Great Cranberry Island.
September 24-26
New England Fishery Management Council
meeting, Gloucester, MA.

September 17
DMR Aquaculture Advisory Council Meeting,
10 a.m.-3 p.m., DMR Office, Augusta.

October 1
Aquaculture Lease Hearing, Jason and Molly
Hooper, High Island, 5 p.m., South Thomaston
Town Office Community Room, South
Thomaston.

September 18
NEFMC Scallop Advisory Committee meeting,
8 a.m., Boston Logan Courtyard by Marriott.

October 2
MLA Board of Directors meeting, 5 p.m.,
Darby’s restaurant, Belfast.

September 21
Pints on the Pier, 4-7:30 p.m., Maine Maritime
Museum, Bath FMI: 207-443-1316.

October 27-31
ASMFC 78th annual meeting, Wentworth by
the Sea, New Castle, NH.

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888

Oppenheim continued from page 18

What can we do to step up?
The potential footprint of wind energy on the West Coast and the Gulf of Maine
is enormous. The problem, of course, is that these areas are virtually all situated
in productive fishing grounds.
We need to know before leasing takes place if a wind energy project isn’t appropriate for a given space. The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act and the
National Environmental Policy Act both require significant analyses of wind development impacts to commercial fisheries. But because BOEM maintains that
it is not foreseeable that wind energy development will result from wind energy
leasing, the full environmental scoping process, including economic analyses
of development, doesn’t take place until after tens of millions of dollars have
been poured into purchasing leases and engineering studies. The farther along
in the process we go, the greater the financial investment — and the higher the
stakes — for the leaseholder.
I believe that we need to reform BOEM’s scoping and leasing process for offshore wind, and we should encourage our respective elected officials to start
working on it.
We also need to assess the indirect impacts to commercial fisheries appropriately. There are many scientific questions that remain unanswered that must
be answered by agencies and developers before these facilities get installed.
We need to know whether floating wind structures aggregate fish stocks, reducing access and productivity. We need to know what the loss of federal fish
population survey stations will mean for our stock assessments and what management constraints we can expect from more uncertainty being injected into
these processes. We need to know about impacts to radar and other navigation
tools. We need to know not only about what impacts these projects could have
on sensitive and Endangered Species Act-listed species, but what those impacts
could mean for commercial fisheries that those same species constrain.
PCFFA and other West Coast fishing organizations have begun coordinating
with those who best understand this history and the impacts of offshore wind

on fisheries: the Responsible Offshore Development Alliance (RODA https://
rodafisheries.org). RODA is a membership-based coalition of fishing industry
associations and fishing companies focused on improving the compatibility of
the offshore wind energy industry and ours. The group works to coordinate science and policy to manage OCS development in a way that minimizes negative
impacts to the fishing industry, and they have been making incredible inroads
and providing extraordinary support to fishermen in southern New England
and the mid-Atlantic.
Annie Hawkins, the executive director of RODA, came to the West Coast
this year to testify with me on the fishing industry panel at a California Joint
Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture hearing on the potential impacts of
offshore wind energy on California’s fisheries and wildlife. The hearing aimed
to address mitigating impacts on the environment and on fisheries and featured speakers from BOEM, the California Energy Commission, the California
Coastal Commission, the California Ocean Protection Council, environmental
groups, and the fishing industry.
You can watch an archived video of the hearing here: www.bit.ly/cawindhearing. The fishing industry panel begins at 1 hour 54 minutes.
Ms. Hawkins said it best: “Fishermen must never be seen as merely a stakeholder in the offshore wind leasing process. If anything, offshore wind developers
are simply the newest stakeholders to enter into California’s centuries-old fishing industry, which provides the state with irreplaceable benefits: jobs, revenue,
food security, tourism, recreation, actual meals on dinner plates, traditional
ecological knowledge, and a significant contribution to the state’s very identity.”
Neither California, nor Maine, nor any other state on either coast should throw
away its renewable fisheries resources, and their extraordinary heritage, away
to make way for a new industry.
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Become a member today!
Membership matters for your future & the future of the lobster industry.
Ƥ

  

Ȉ Ǧǣa round-up of lobster news
& a snapshot of the lobster, bait, and
fuel prices for the entire coast

Tơ  

Ȉ  
Ȉ  and  
Ȉ   trainings
ƤǤ
Ȉ  to elect the
 Ǥ

Ǥ  Ǩ
• Lobster boat racing coverage
• Ǧ
ǢǦ 
•    Ƥ ͝
•   ƬǦƬ
• Coverage for Loss of Earnings
• Coverage of older and wooden vessels

Ȉ  ơ 


Ƥ 
 Ǩ

Join online today at www.mainelobstermen.org/membership

MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM

Mail with payments to: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043

Harvester Membership Levels








First Time Member
$200
Highliner :tee-shirt size __________ $350
Harvester
$250
Harvester Family*
$325
$125
Junior Harvester (under 18)
$125
Senior Harvester (over 65)
Retired Harvester (no longer a captain) $50

Individual Membership Levels:
 Sternman
 Lobster Friend
 Lobster Lover

$50
$100
$250

Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________ Cell:____________________ D.O.B:_______________
Email:___________________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:_____________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:_________________ Zone & District:___________________
*Family Members:________________________________________________________

Payment info: Pay with:
Visa MasterCard Check: #_______________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________ Exp. date:____________ CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
Additional Contributions:
 
Donation
$__________
 Ǥǯ
Legal Defense Fund $__________
   
Please send separate check payable to MLA
Legal Defense Fund
ơ ƤǤ ƤǤ 
a donation to  ǤǤǤ
 ǣ

 ǣ
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ϐ
boat or business? Vote and tell
us which one you prefer!
www.mainelobstermen.org
or on the order form below

MLA Merchandise

Buy online at www.mainelobstermen.org, write us a note, or call 967-4555

2020 MLA Hoodie

2020 MLA T-shirt
large logo on back
of an 8 oz, 50/50
sweatshirt, with a
small text logo on
front chest

2020 MLA Womens T-shirt
large logo on back
of 60/40 cotton,
ϐ
small text logo on
the front chest

large logo on back
of 100% cotton tee
with a small text
logo on front chest

navy
M/L/XL/2XL

olive green
S/M/L/
XL/2XL/3XL

teal
M/L/XL/2XL

$45.00

$20.00

$20.00

2020 MLA Kids Hoodie

2020 MLA Kids T-Shirt

large logo on back of
a 8 oz, 50/50 navy
sweatshirt, with a
small text logo in red
and white on front
chest

navy
S/M/L/XL

2019 MLA Hoodie

large logo on back of
a 100% cotton, royal
blue tee with a small
text logo in white and
red on front chest

large logo on back of a
9 oz, 50/50
light grey sweatshirt
with a small text logo
on front chest

royal blue
S/M/L/XL
$40.00

light grey
M/L/XL/2XL
$40.00

$30.00

Fish Smarter Long sleeved T-shirt (FSNH)
large text on back and
small MLA text on
front chest

#1 - MLCA logo
light blue

#3 - 2018 Logo
midnight

#2 - Lobster
olive

#4 - 2017 Logo
charcoal

Navy
L/XL/2XL
$20.00

MLA Hats
Wear a hat featuring your favorite MLA logo. All hats, washed canvas Adams style hat except 2017.

ϐ$15.00

Order Info:

Shipping Info:

2020 MLA T-shirt
Size:__________
Qty:_________
2020 MLA sweatshirt
Size:__________
Qty:_________
2020 Women’s T-shirt
Size:__________
Qty:_________
2020 Kids T-shirt
Size:___________
Qty:_________
2020 Kids Sweatshirt
Size:__________
Qty:_________
2019 Logo Sweatshirt
Size:___________
Qty:_________
FSNH Long sleeved Tee
Size:__________
Qty:_________
#2
#3
Hat (circle style) #1
Qty:
__________
____________ ________

MLA members
take 10% off!

Name:__________________________________________________________________
Total: $________________
Total: $________________
Total: $________________
Total: $________________
Total: $________________
Total: $________________
Total: $________________
#4
___________

Total hats: $__________________

+Shipping: $7.50
Total Cost: ______________

Address:_______________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_______________________________________________________
Phone:________________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________

Payment info:
Circle one:

Master Card Visa

Check (#___________)

Credit Card #:________________________________________________________
Exp. Date:________________________________ CV #:______________________
Billing address:_______________________________________________________
Billing City/State/Zip:_______________________________________________

ϔǨ
Red
Yellow
Please contact me when it becomes available!
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STRENGTH, COLOR DOMINATE ARTIST’S VIEW OF THE WATERFRONT
By Melissa Waterman
Lobstering is not a glamorous occupation. There’s a lot of sweat, grime and, of
course, bait juice involved. Yet some people, such as artist Melissa Post van der
Burg, can focus on elements of beauty found in the lobstering world.
Van der Burg was not born to a lobstering family. In fact, she did not even grow
up near the water. “I grew up in Salt Lake City, Utah,” she laughed. “I moved here
25 years ago. I always wanted to live in Maine.”
At age twelve, flipping through an issue of Life magazine, van der Burg read an article about artist Andrew Wyeth and Port Clyde, Maine. “It was life changing,” she
recalled. “I knew that’s what I wanted to do.” Her life took her in other directions,
however, although she continued to have a strong interest in art and artists. After
moving to the state with her
husband and children, van der
Burg stepped down from her
position as the ecumenical
minister for three churches in
the Turner area at age 50 and
began to learn to be an artist.

“Good Buoys”

“There were long periods of
time when I was trying to
learn something and then
suddenly I’d realize that I got
it! It was incredibly frustrating
and satisfying,” she said. Bit
by bit van der Burg developed
the skills to portray in paint
the things that interested her.
Commercial success soon followed. “A friend took me to a
sidewalk art show one day. I
brought some of my watercolors and sold them, which
was a surprise. It just built up
from there,” she said. Although
van der Burg lives in Augusta,
she is a member of Art Space in

Rockland and recently was
accepted into the Copley
Art Society of Boston, the
oldest nonprofit art society
in the U.S.
Van der Burg’s work reflects
the brilliant colors and
strong shapes of Maine’s
working waterfronts and
the men and women found
there. That combination of
color and content drew the
attention of Senator Angus
King when he visited Art
Space a few years ago. Sen.
King was captivated by
one of van der Burg’s large
paintings of a female lobsterman coming up a wharf
ladder. “He really liked it
[“Ladder Up III”] and asked
if I would lend it to him for
his D.C. office,” she said.
“And that’s where it is now.”

“Ladder Up III”

Every other year van der Burg and her husband spend a month on Monhegan
during the summer. “I paint from morning to sunset. It’s a landscape where
the orange and yellow [of lobstermen’s oilskins] really pop,” she said. Van der
Burg’s style emphasizes realism but with a certain amount of stylization. She
composes her paintings from pictures she takes on Monhegan or while visiting places such as Vinalhaven or Five Islands in Georgetown.
Van der Burg will soon open a new exhibit at the Landings gallery in Rockland,
followed by a show of her work in, of all places, North Dakota. “It’s such a
privilege to be able to paint. Whenever I hang out on the waterfront I’m never
disappointed. It’s full of life, not romantic. It’s integrity and hard work, all the
things that Maine can be and is,” van der Burg said.

Complete and Committed.
THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION.
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