LANDINGS

News & Views from Maine’s Lobstering Community

October 2024 | Vol. 32, No.10

BOEM TO AUCTION OFFSHORE GULF OF MAINE

By MLA staff

On September 16, the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM) pub-
lished the Final Sale Notice for offshore
wind leases in the Gulf of Maine with
an auction date of October 29. The
sale is part of President Biden’s goal
to achieve 30 gigawatts of offshore
wind energy by 2030. The 850,082-acre
lease area is made up of eight areas off
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and
Maine. Two of the areas are located
approximately 50 miles off the Maine
coast in Lobster Management Area 3.
The minimum bid price is $50 per acre.

In 2023 BOEM identified a draft area
for lease (Wind Energy Area or WEA)
comprising 3.5 million acres in the
Gulf. In response to public and agency
comments, BOEM reduced the size of
the area, publishing the final WEA of

TO WIND COMPANIES IN OCTOBER

2 million acres in March 2024. In April
BOEM published the Proposed Sale
Notice (PSN) with eight proposed lease
areas totaling 969,999 acres.

In response to comments on the PSN,
BOEM removed from consideration
several areas that featured a combina-
tion of offshore fishing activity, vessel
transit, seafloor features identified by
NMES as potentially sensitive to im-
pacts from offshore wind facility con-
struction, and areas of relatively higher
densities of North Atlantic right whale
sightings and detections.

Fourteen companies have qualified as
bidders.

According to BOEM, any lease award-
ed in October does not authorize the
construction and operation of an off-
shore wind facility. A lease provides
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

October sneaks up on you. One day it’s sunny and warm
and you might be forgiven for thinking it’s still September.
Then the next day, a cold wind comes in off the water and a
spatter of rain will start the day. Summer has turned to fall,
and will soon take a turn toward winter.

The month will be amomentous one. For the first time ever,
the federal government will auction off portions of the Gulf
of Maine for the purpose of creating floating wind energy
farms. The auction is part of

Maine lobster items. MLMC executive director Marianne
LaCroix gives details on the Tour and the Collaborative’s
range of other promotional activities in this issue.

Since Henry Bigelow’s first voyage aboard the Grampus in
1912, oceanographers have been trying to see beneath the
surface of the Gulf of Maine to better understand its sea-
floor features and habitats. This fall two 33-foot unmanned
vessels, Saildrone Voyagers, are renewing mapping activi-

ties in the northeastern Gulf

the Biden Administration’s
goal of generating 30 GW of
offshore renewable energy
by 2030. Over the decades
Congress has consistently
banned oil and gas leases in
the Gulf of Maine, in part be-
cause such activities present-
ed an unsupportable risk to
the Gulf’s incredible biologi-
cal productivity and the fish-
eries that depend on it. Now
the push for more renewable
energy has resulted in a dif-
ferent priority. The October
29 lease auction represents an
historic change from the past.

PFAS chemicals have been in
the news often in recent years.
The August spill of firefighting
foam at the former Brunswick
Naval Air Station brought re-
newed attention to this fam-
ily of chemicals and their
impacts on fresh and marine
water quality. Landings ex-
amines a Dartmouth College
study published in April,
which raised concern about
contamination in seafood. Dr.
Christoph Aeppli at Bigelow
Laboratory of Ocean Sciences
suggests a more measured
perspective on the reality of
PFAS in seafood, particularly lobster.

The lobster harvest might be a bit slow this year, but the
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative is not slacking off
in its lobster marketing efforts. This fall the Collaborative
is kicking off a new Maine Lobster Tour in addition to pro-
moting National Lobster Day and Maine Lobster Week.
The Maine Lobster Tour features restaurants in Miami,
Chicago, and Dallas which have Maine lobster on the
menu. Local social media influencers in each city share
their restaurant recommendations online, focusing on

Shorter days and cooler weather says fall is

here and winter is coming. MLMC photo.

of Maine.

Last summer the Saildrones
spent two months mapping
1,500 square nautical miles
in the north-central Gulf;
the area had never before
been mapped with modern
equipment. This month the
Saildrones will be sailing
from Cape Cod north and
eastward gathering high-
resolution seafloor data. In
addition, each vehicle’s sen-
sors will constantly measure
air and water temperatures,
humidity, salinity, and wave
heights, a bounty of data for

oceanographers.
The Maine Lobstermen’s
Association, which cele-

brates its 70th anniversary
this year, represents lobster-
men from throughout the
coast of Maine. Sunshine
Mechtenberg, the MLASs
membership director, has
been putting in the miles this
summer and fall, talking to
lobstermen and local busi-
nesses in harbors large and
small to let them know what
the MLA is doing. The re-
sponse has been heartening.
And to judge from the photos we feature in Landings this
month, every day on the wharf was a sunny one and every
lobsterman she met was smiling.

We hope you enjoy this issue and look forward to your
comments.
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GUEST COLUMN:  MLMC launches national Maine Lobster Tour

By Marianne LaCroix or unique lobster dishes for the week. The MLMC pro-
vides marketing support, including public relations
outreach, social media promotions, and radio and
digital advertising to help raise awareness of the event
and drive traffic to participating restaurants. This
year, we are also working with food influencers in New
England to promote both National Lobster Day and
The Maine Lobster Tour was launched in early September. This promotion = Maine Lobster Week. These influencers help to extend

The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) has marketing activities
planned to keep Maine lobster top of mind among consumers this fall including a
new Maine Lobster Tour, National Lobster Day, Maine Lobster Week, and public
relations and social media activations. With lower lobster landings over the sum-
mer, everyone is hoping for a robust fall fishing season to fill the supply chain.

highlights restaurants that have Maine lobster on the menu in three key mar-  our messages to their engaged audiences.

kets. The initial phase of the Tour focuses on Miami, Chicago, and Dallas, with 1 proaden the reach of Maine Lobster Week, we

restaurants curated by local influencers in each city. included Maine lobster WA

The influencers are sharing their Tour recommenda- doorstep deliveries in the [WRNGCREIRL

tions with engaged audiences on their social media promotion. Several direct- [[RUNSRTHNETS-
channels, and the MLMC is maximizing coverage of to-consumer shippers, [ \f the MLMC.

the Tours by posting on its own social media chan- including Luke's Lobster, ’

nels and amplifying with digital advertising. You can Hancock Gourmet, Harbor

see the Tour locations on a dedicated Lobster Tour Fish Market, McLoon’s, and Bob’s Seafood, all offered
section of the MLMC website (www.lobsterfrom- special promotions for Maine Lobster Week. Direct-
maine.com), which also includes restaurant listings to-consumer offers are an important part of the pro-
in Maine. motion because, in addition to making Maine lobster
On September 25, we celebrated the ninth annual available to people across the country, they also give
Maine Lobster Day. The MLMC established this holi- us the opportunity to pitch the promotion to media
day in 2015 to create publicity around Maine lobster LHucos FROGBAR > outlets outside Maine.

in the important fall season. This holiday is a great S Kinee & Cncopo. o eocor While Maine Lobster Week and National Lobster Day
hook for our public relations efforts and enables us to 2 ceago cur sTearwouse » provide opportunities to generate media coverage
generate extensive media coverage in the fall season. o momsearoons during the fall, the MLMC also developed an article
The holiday also provides an incentive for restaurants s swaws caas wouse » highlighting one of our most popular influencer-
and retailers around the country to highlight their sresEeanamen e L produced recipes and wove in key messages of ease-
lobster offerings to consumers. The MLMC works 7pues tossTEn cry AL » of-use and sustainability. The article is being distrib-
with Maine’s Senators to have September 25 declared EEEC L uted across the country and is a guaranteed means of
as National Lobster Day each year. 5. cousins M Lossres » reaching a wide range of consumers.

Maine Lobster Week is a celebration MLMC devel- B e LoBeTER > The MLMC will round out the year with holiday

oped to complement National Lobster Day. Modelled
after the popular Maine Restaurant Week, Maine Lobster Week includes doz-
ens of restaurants around the state offering special three-course lobster menus

promotions for Maine lobster. We work with Maine
lobster suppliers who are offering special products for the holiday season,
such as dishes to serve for holiday events or gift options for the season.
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PFAS TESTING SHOWS MAINE SEAFOOD REMAINS SAFE

By Melissa Waterman

The massive spill of firefighting foam in August at the former Brunswick Naval
Air Station once again brought renewed attention to a group of chemicals called
PFAS, per- or polyfluoroalkyl substances, also known as “forever” chemicals.
The spill released 1,450 gallons of aqueous film-forming foam combined with
50,000 gallons of water into the surrounding area in Brunswick, entering the
watershed and eventually Harpswell Cove.

PFAS had been in the news before. In 2021 the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) revealed that 70 Maine farms had been con-
taminated with PFAS through municipal sewage waste sludge applied as fer-
tilizer to the properties. The chemicals moved into the soil, water, and farm
crops. Maine residents grew alarmed that PFAS also could be in their well water
or municipal water systems.

PFAS are not benevolent chemicals. They comprise more than 10,000 synthetic
chemicals that have been widely used in consumer products since the 1950s.
They pose serious and long-term health consequences, including increased risk
for kidney or testicular cancer, liver damage, high cholesterol, pregnancy com-
plications, decreased fertility, lower birth weight in infants, among other risks.
According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the health effects of expo-
sures to mixtures of different PFAS are still unknown.

“PFAS are designed to withstand harsh environmental conditions,” explained
Dr. Christoph Aeppli, senior research scientist at Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean
Sciences and head of its new PFAS analytical services lab. The lab is certified by
Maine, and can test for PFAS presence in water, sediment, soil, and plant and
animal tissue for state agencies, commercial customers, and the general public.
“Like Teflon, they are hard to break down”

PFAS can build up, or bioaccumulate, in animals. The higher up the food chain
the animal, the more likely the bioaccumulation.

PFAS are drawn to proteins, fluids, and organs, unlike DDT, which builds up in
fatty tissues. As they move through river systems and ultimately into the ocean,
they are taken up by marine organisms, both on the seafloor and throughout the
water column. Certain types of older PFAS concentrate in animals through the
prey they eat, while newer PFAS can move directly from the water column into
fish through their gills.
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“PFAS are a big group [of chemi-
cals]. Each has a different toxic-
ity Aeppli said. “Detection does
not necessarily mean toxicity.
But the more you have the more
toxic it generally is”

The Surface Water Ambient
Toxics Monitoring Program
(SWAT) in the DEP monitors
for 40 different PFAS in fish and
shellfish. In 2021 it analyzed
lobsters taken from 18 sites in
the seven lobster management
zones.

Half of the sites had no detected
PFAS in lobster meat. The other
half, which were collected from
the southwestern zones, had
very low concentrations. SWAT
collected and analyzed softshell
clams from six sites in 2022. The
results indicated low concentrations of PFAS compounds in clam tissue, too
low to warrant a public health advisory.

Dr. Chris Aeppli in the Bigelow

PFAS lab. BLOS photo.

The federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an advisory update
on PFAS and seafood in April this year.

“Our testing, which included a targeted survey to sample seafood, has so far
indicated that seafood may be at higher risk for environmental PFAS contami-
nation compared to other types of foods. While the data on PFAS in seafood is
still very limited, filter feeders, such as clams, but also other bivalve mollusks,
including oysters, mussels, and scallops, may have the potential to bioaccu-
mulate more environmental contaminants than other seafood types,” the ad-
visory stated.

But are PFAS found in Gulf of Maine lobster and other marine species at levels
high enough to warrant concern? A recent Dartmouth College study of Gulf of
Maine seafood purchased in New Hampshire, published in April in the journal
Exposure & Health, suggested that “high seafood consumers may be exposed to
PFAS concentrations that potentially pose a health risk”

The Dartmouth study found instances of PFAS in 26 seafood species, including
cod, haddock, lobster, salmon, scallop, shrimp, and tuna. Shrimp and lobster
showed the highest levels of PFAS, with average concentrations reaching up to
1.74 and 3.30 ng/g (nanograms per gram of tissue).

Aepplisaid anyone concerned about PFAS in seafood should put the Dartmouth
study into perspective.

“The sample size [of seafood in the study] is relatively small. The authors ana-
lyzed three samples of each seafood item. This is a good start but not sufficient
for drawing very general conclusions,” he explained in an email. “The PFAS
concentrations were relatively low. For example, PFOS, the most toxic PFAS,
was below detection for salmon, scallops, and tuna and below 1 ng/g for had-
dock and lobster. Even for shrimp, the species with the relatively highest con-
centration, PFAS only reached up to 2.6 ng/g. For comparison, the Maine CDC
action level in fish is 3.5 ng/g for PFOS”

“DEP was the first to look systematically at PFAS in marine species, but the
focus has mostly been on shellfish. There’s been no large survey of commercial
seafood species, and that is needed,” he said.

For more information, visit the DEP website, www.maine.gov/dep/spills/topics/
pfas/maine-pfas.html.
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DMR SURVEY OF MAINE OFFSHORE WIND RESEARCH ARRAY LEASE AREA
BEGINS THIS MONTH

DMR press release Maine Research Array Wind Energy Area

The Department of Marine Resources will be conducting a bottom trawl survey
of the Maine Research Array Wind Energy Area. Work will begin on October
15th, 2024, and continue through November 31st, 2024. Operations will be con-
ducted during daylight hours.

The F/V Northern Lights, a 55-foot trawler, will transit from Portland to the
sampling area. The crew will conduct approximately 37 twenty-minute tows
with a modified shrimp trawl net at a speed of 2.5 knots. Sampling will occur
over the course of 7-10 days during the sampling window. The specific loca-
tions of the trawls will be published at a later date.

Trawl paths will be run before towing to make sure the path is clear of gear
or other obstructions. Fisherman can relocate gear if they wish to minimize
the chances of gear interference; however, well-marked gear should be easily
avoided during the course of this survey. The F/V Northern Lights will be moni-
toring VHF channel 16.

The point of contact for this project is Ethan Taulbee, (207) 350-7582,
ethan.j.taulbee@maine.gov. If gear is lost, contact Ethan or your local Marine
Patrol officer.

Wind auction continued from page 1 Gulf of Maine Auction Qualified Bidders
the right to submit project-specific plans. Those plans are subject to environ- « Avangrid Renewables, LLC

mental, technical, and public reviews prior to a decision on whether the pro- + Equinor Wind US LLC

ject proposal should be approved. «  US Mainstream Renewable Power Inc

« Diamond Wind North America, LLC

+ Hexicon USA, LLC

« Seaglass Offshore Wind II, LLC

« TotalEnergies SBE US, LLC

«  Pine Tree Offshore Wind, LLC

« energyRe Offshore Wind Holdings, LLC
«  OW Gulf of Maine LLC

+  Repsol Renewables North America, Inc
«  Maine Offshore Wind Development LLC
«  Corio USA Projectco LLC

« Invenergy NE Offshore Wind LLC

While the final area for leasing excludes Lobster Management Area 1, the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association continues to oppose vast commercial wind
farms in the Gulf of Maine. “The MLA remains steadfast in its position that no
area of the Gulf of Maine should be industrialized with offshore wind. With
20,000 individuals employed aboard Maine's fishing vessels or directly in the
seafood supply chain, the productive and fragile waters of the Gulf of Maine
should not be used as testing ground for new offshore wind technology or to
site large industrial wind farms,” the MLA said in a statement.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

()
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Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow;, Bass Harbor, 460-2565
Adam Gamage, Walpole, 557-2694
Andy Havener, Friendship, 542-1466
Richard Howland, Islesford, 460-3016
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 271-7199
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
John McCarthy, Vinalhaven, 863-9984
Troy Plummer, Boothbay, 350-7280
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth,
807-1048

Staff

Acting Chief Operating Officer
Patrice McCarron
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Director of Advancement
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Office Administrator
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Membership Director
Sunshine Mechtenberg
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Maine Lobstermen's
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2 Storer St., suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

STEAMING AHEAD
BY PATRICE MCCARRON, ACTING MLA COO

They say that with age comes wisdom. The MLA turned 70
this year and I believe the organization has acquired much
wisdom over the years. The MLA's longevity, experience and
institutional knowledge provide a perspective unavailable
to younger organizations. We've seen political landscapes
change over time, and we feel the effects of those changes
very deeply today.

As the nation moves to elect a new President in November,
it is important to understand why the MLA does things a
bit differently than other organizations. The MLA is not
Democrat or Republican or Independent because our
members are all of those things — and many proudly so.
You will not see MLA staff or board members on TV en-
dorsing candidates. The

example of the non-partisan character of Maine’s lobster
industry, and how the impossible becomes reality when in-
dustry and government leaders work together.

These accomplishments are even more remarkable when
you consider how little lobstermen themselves agree on.
As the saying goes, ask ten lobstermen a question and
you'll get ten different answers. It is not easy to represent a
fishery which does not agree on much. As a diverse group
of independent business owners, lobstermen find plenty to
argue over. We live in different communities; we operate
small and large vessels; we fish seasonally and year-round;
we fish alone or with crew; with new, modern gear or with
old gear somehow patched together. We have different
political  philosophies,

MLA has long held that
there is nothing partisan
about protecting Maine’s
lobster fisheries and the
many communities that
depend on it. We strive to
keep the issues facing the
lobster industry at the
forefront of our activities
rather than politics.

It is you, our members,
who hold the power to
affect change at the vot-
ing booth. You have the
power to stand up for
what you believe in by
casting your vote, and
the MLA urges each and
every member to do that.
The MLA stands ready to
work with whomever is
elected by our citizens to
represent the great state of Maine and the lobster industry.

When the MLA was established in 1954, Republican
President Dwight Eisenhower was in office. Since then,
we've been through six Democratic administrations —
Kennedy, Johnson, Carter, Clinton, Obama and Biden
— and six Republican administrations — Nixon, Ford,
Reagan, Bush, Bush and Trump.

Maine has been blessed with tremendous bipartisan lead-
ership in Congress throughout the past 70 years, includ-
ing Republicans Margaret Chase Smith, William Cohen,
Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins; Democrats Edmund
Muskie and George Mitchell; and Independent Angus King.
The MLA has a long history of working with these incred-
ible leaders from both sides of the aisle to pass laws that
support and sustain the Maine lobster industry.

We've accomplished a lot in 70 years. The MLA's work with
our Congressional delegation stopped oil refineries from
being built off Downeast Maine in the 60’s, changed tax
law to keep lobstermen in business through the passage of
the Sternman Act in the 70’s, passed the Mitchell Provision
of the Magnuson Act to prohibit the import of undersize
lobster in the 80’s, and limited dragger bycatch of lobster
in the 90%s.

And let’s not forget that through the efforts of Maine’s
Congressional Delegation, Congress hit the pause button
on new whale rules in 2022, staving off the implementation
of massive closures, trap reductions and removal of buoy
lines that would have crippled Maine’s lobster industry. I
was in the thick of that effort and I am still impressed by
how genuinely our elected leaders care about the lobster
industry. I will never forget the tenacity and leadership
of Senators Susan Collins and Angus King, and the fight
and tireless support of Representative Chellie Pingree and
Jared Golden, as well as Governor Mills. This is a shining

During its 70 years, the MLA has worked with

leaders of all stripes. We know that lobsters don't
care about political parties. MLMC photo.

different priorities and
different local circum-
stances. What'’s good for
one lobsterman may be
harmful to another.

The MLA understands
this which is why we
look beyond those
things that divide us and
focus on those things
that bring us together.
In a world where people
are conditioned to re-
act to everything in the
moment, the MLA leans
into its maturity and dis-
cipline to ensure that its
work sustains the core
values that unite Maine’s
lobster industry — our
sense of pride in our
fishery, a strong stew-
ardship ethic, loyalty to our communities, and a shared
duty and fierce commitment to save Maine’s lobstering
heritage.

We will not settle for a future where our children and future
generations are denied the opportunity to become part of
Maine’s proud lobstering tradition. Not on our watch.

There will be anew President next month. We may see pow-
er shift in Congress. Regardless of the political outcomes,
Maine lobstermen will continue to face critical challenges
that will require significant leadership and advocacy by the
MLA. We will continue to play the long game, drawing on
decades of experience to be strategic in our efforts. This
may be a bit less flashy than what others are doing, but his-
tory shows that the MLA will get results that matter.

The ancient Greeks got it right when they said, “The only
constant in life is change.” Our world is changing at a rapid
pace; the MLA will adapt and change with the times with-
out sacrificing the things that matter most. We will contin-
ue to work with our elected officials — whoever they may
be — in order to secure a future with a strong and healthy
lobster fishery for generations to come.

As always, stay safe on the water.
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MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY

The MLA Board met on September 4 in Belfast. MLA Acting COO Patrice
McCarron presented a review of the final phase of MLA's corporate reorgani-
zation as a 501-C-6 granted by the IRS in 2021. The Board undertook this ef-
fort to ensure the association is strategically positioned to further its advocacy
to safeguard the lobster fishery and preserve Maine’s lobstering heritage. The
MLA board unanimously approved completing this process. It was clarified
that contributions and membership support from lobstermen and lobster re-
lated business are considered a business expense. Contributions from persons
or companies without a business interest in the lobster industry are not tax
deductible.

The Board is planning a retreat in January to discuss MLA priorities for 2025
and beyond. The board will prepare this fall so decisions can be made in January.

MLA's membership director Sunshine Mechtenberg spoke about her outreach
at docks along the coast this summer. She’s had a lot of success meeting lob-
stermen and talking with them about MLA's work. In addition to handing out
membership forms and giving away MLA hats, she’s been able to hop aboard
some boats to help unload the day’s catch. She’s also spent time in the local
communities meeting with local businesses. She’s visited at least 20 wharves so
far and will continue through September and into the fall.

MLA’s director of advancement Kevin Kelley discussed plans for MLAs 70th
Anniversary dinner on Saturday, November 2 at Saltwater Fields Event Center
in South Thomaston. The event is a “celebration and thank you” dinner for those
who've supported the MLA in its recent court victory. The School Street Band
has been hired and a room block secured at the Hampton Inn in Rockland.
Tickets will be for sale on the MLA website in September.

Board president Kristan Porter traveled to
Washington D.C. again in August to reiterate
lobstermen’s concerns and advocate for a delay
in the minimum gauge increase at the ASMFC
Lobster Board meeting. He reported there was
a good contingent of lobster industry people
there. Commissioner Keliher was ready with a
motion to delay implementation of the gauge to
July 1, 2025. The Lobster Board voted to initiate
a new management action, Addendum 31, to de-
lay implementation until July. The action will be
expedited and include one public hearing webi-
nar in September, with written comments due
October 6. The Lobster Board will vote to approve
Addendum 31 on October 21.

Duringits August meeting, the ASMFC Lobster Board also approved Addendum
30, clarifying that it will be illegal to import lobster smaller than Area 1 lob-
ster into the U.S. if the gauge increase goes through. The MLA will host Maine
lobster dealers/processors at its next meeting to discuss the ramifications of
Addendum 30.

Patrice reported that many MLA members have raised concern over the 100%
harvester reporting requirements. The board discussed the issue at length and
believe that the biggest challenges are due to the federal requirements which
significantly complicate, and duplicate, much of what the state is already col-
lecting. However, the board also has concerns with the state’s VESL app. The
MLA will follow-up to make sure lobstermen’s concerns and experience with
the overly complicated implementation of this program are on the record with
managers. An article on this topic ran in the September Landings.

Patrice provided several offshore wind updates. Maine’s Offshore Wind
Research Array lease was finalized by BOEM on August 19. BOEM also plans
to move forward with commercial leasing for the Gulf of Maine this fall. The
University of Maine was in the news in July for receiving $12.5 million in federal
funding to support continued development of its offshore wind floating tech-
nology. The University had missed out on a previous round of federal funding
in May.

NMFS held a meeting of the Take Reduction Team on August 29 which includ-
ed an update from the Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) on rope-
less fishing. More than 50 collaborating vessels have completed 8,000 hauls of
ropeless gear with high success rates except in Area 3 at depth and Great South
Channel due to gear conflict. Many board members were leery of this informa-
tion. Patrice reviewed the TRT timeline, which proposes to develop risk reduc-
tion measures by the end of 2025 and a proposed rule in 2026. The MLA board
raised concerns over this timeline, particularly whether all the new data being
collected on fisheries and right whales will be used.

The Board briefly discussed the right whale death in January attributed to
Maine gear and the rumors that the whale had been hit by a ship. Patrice ex-
plained that a second right whale died that same week due to a ship strike and
some media reports confused the two cases. To date, there has been no report
that the whale found with purple gear marking had experienced a ship strike.

The case is still under investigation so many details have not yet been released.

The Monterey Bay Aquarium lawsuit is still pending before the court, so there
is no news to report. There has also been no action on the tracker lawsuit
against DMR.

Each board member provided an update on the lobster season in their area.
There was agreement that the shed was late this year compared to recent years
and that this season seems more like the fishery 10 years ago. Overall, land-
ings are behind last year but price is stronger. Crabs clogging up a lot of traps.
Everyone hopes for really good fall fishing!

The Board will continue to meet the first Wednesday of the month in Belfast at
5 p.m. The January board retreat will replace the January 2025 board meeting.

THE JORDAN BASIN BUOY (M01) IS DOWN

The Jordan Basin Buoy (Buoy M; NDBC ID 44037)
has experienced data, communication, and power
disruptions since the evening of August 23. An in-
spection of the buoy on September 5 confirmed
structural damage consistent with a vessel strike.

The University of Maine crew, who maintains the
buoy, salvaged certain components and sensors,
but the vessel was not equipped to retrieve the hull.
A lantern has been attached to the hull for mariner
safety, and the crew will return late in September
to retrieve the remaining hardware.

Servicing Buoy M is challenging due to its location

farther offshore over a deep basin in often rough seas. There are two buoys con-
figured for this location. One was lost during Hurricane Lee last fall, and the
second buoy had been in operation until this recent incident. Construction of
a new buoy is underway but not yet complete.

Continued on page 8
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MLA Update continued from page 7

RIGHT WHALE UPDATES

NMFS reported that for the period between January 1 to August 31, 2024, four
North Atlantic right whales have died along the East Coast (3 vessel strikes, 1
entanglement) and four calves are presumed dead. Additionally, a floating par-
tial carcass off Nova Scotia has been identified as a likely right whale. For this
same period, the number of other large whale strandings from Maine through
North Carolina is as follows: 2 fin whales, 14 humpback whales, 13 minke
whales, 1 sperm whale, and 1 sei whale.

NMFS plans to convene the Take Reduction Team early in 2025 to begin the
process of drafting new rules. According to NMFS, scoping would begin in
January 2025 with TRT meetings scheduled in spring/summer 2025 to receive
updates, develop, and review potential conservation measures. Development
of management packages is anticipated in November 2025 with voting on rec-
ommended measures as early as January 2026.

FEDERAL ROPELESS FISHING TRIALS

The Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) updated the TRT on its rope-
less fishing trials during a webinar in August.

According to NEFSC, there are more than 50 vessels testing gear from three
fixed gear fisheries across five states. NEFSC has over 500 on demand systems
in its gear lending library. Over 8,000 hauls of on-demand gear have been re-
corded including hybrid trawls in open areas and fully ropeless gear in closed
areas. They report success rates of 85% to 90%, with the exception of gear fished
in Lobster Management Area 3 due to water depth and the Great South Channel
which had a 57% success rate due to gear conflict.

NEFSC reports that these projects are demonstrating system capabilities, test-
ing electronic gear marking, and interoperability amongst systems to share
data.

HERRING QUOTA SLASHED

On September 26, the New England Fishery Management Council voted to
slash the herring quota by 86% for the 2025 to 2027 herring fishing seasons.
The herring fishery was deemed overfished in 2020. In response, the Council
adopted a management plan, known as Framework 9, to rebuild the stock in
2022. The NEFMC is required to manage the fishery so that it will recover with-
in 10 years of implementing the management plan.

Based on the 2024 stock assessment, which updated the model through 2023,
the stock is not recovering as fast as predicted. The stock assessment revealed
that fishing mortality is higher than expected and spawning stock biomass is
lower than expected.

As a result, the NEFMC took action to significantly reduce the quota in order
to rebuild the stock by 2031. The Council considered issues raised during this
process including the missing 2023 spring trawl survey data, accounting for
Canadian landings based on a 10 year average, and other uncertainties.

The Council adopted the recommendations of the Plan Development Team
and Herring Committee to reduce the Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) to
6,741 mt in 2025, down from 23,409 mt in 2024. The Annual Catch Limit (ACL)
will be reduced to 2,720 mt, down from 19,141 in 2024. For the Area 1A fishery,
the quota will reduced to 783 mt in 2025, from 5,546 in 2024.

ASMFC PUBLIC HEARING ON MINIMUM GAUGE CHANGE DELAY

On September 23, ASMFC held a public hearing webinar to take comment on
its proposal to postpone the implementation of the LMA 1 gauge increase due
to take effect on January 1, 2025. The Lobster Board initiated draft Addendum
31 to further delay implementation of the LMA 1 gauge increase at its August
meeting to give Canada more time to consider increasing its gauge in its
Gulf of Maine fisheries. The MLA, NEFSA and Massachusetts Lobstermen’s
Association spoke in favor of the delay. There was no opposition voiced during
the public hearing. ASMFC is accepting public comment until October 6 and
will vote on the Addendum on October 21.

MLA JUNIOR HARVESTER

By Ashley Blais

Josh Clifford Jr. is a 13-year-old 8th grader at Bristol Consolidated School. He
has been hauling lobster traps since he was eight years old. Josh is a fourth-
generation lobsterman who comes from a long line of multi-species fishermen.

Josh started out in a basic 13-foot aluminum boat then upgraded to a 14-foot
fiberglass boat, hauling by hand. Last year, he heard about a local fisherman
who was looking to move
from a skiff to a big boat. Josh
took the money he had saved
and purchased his first real
lobstering skiff, equipped
with an electric hauler. He
also fishes for pogies with his
father and works as stern-
man for local inshore lobster-
men. Lobstering is a passion
that has grown in him. It is
his dream to be a self-suffi-
cient commercial fisherman,
who can catch and store his
own bait and haul his lobster
traps year-round.

A. Blais photo.
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GULF OF MAINE OFFSHORE WIND DEVELOPMENTS

The federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) has not backed off
on its plan to industrialize the Gulf of Maine with offshore wind. There are now
two offshore wind initiatives moving forward in the Gulf of Maine: the Maine
Research Array and Offshore Commercial Leases.

Maine research array lease

On August 19, BOEM finalized the lease for Maine’s offshore wind research
array. The lease area covers nearly 15,000 acres located 28 nautical miles off
southern Maine where up to 12 floating offshore wind turbines could be de-
ployed using the University of Maine’s floating platform technology. The devel-
oper, Pine Tree Offshore Power, is in negotiations with Maine’s Public Utilities
Commission (PUC) for a power purchase agreement.

Offshore commercial wind leases

On September 6, BOEM released its Environmental Assessment of the po-
tential impacts associated with wind energy-related leasing, site assessment,
and site characterization activities in the Gulf of Maine. The conclusion was a
“Finding of No Significant Impact," which they call FONSL

On September 16, BOEM announced that it would hold an auction to lease
eight areas in the Gulf of Maine which have the potential to develop 13 GW of
energy. Two areas are located approximately 50 miles off mid-coast Maine in
Lobster Management Area 3. The final auction area has been reduced by ap-
proximately 120,000 acres from the proposed sale notice to further avoid off-
shore fishing grounds, sensitive habitats, and protect right whales. The lease
auction will be held on October 29. BOEM has determined that there are at
least 14 developers qualified to bid on these leases.

DMR TO SURVEY RESEARCH ARRAY AREA

Maine DMR will conduct a bottom trawl survey of the Maine Research Array
Wind Energy Area from October 15 through November 31 during daylight
hours. Sampling will occur over the course of 7 to 10 days during the sampling
window. The F/V Northern Lights, a 55 trawler, will transit from Portland to the
sampling area. The vessel will be monitoring VHF channel 16.

The survey will consist of approximately 37 twenty-minute tows with a modi-
fied shrimp trawl net at a speed of 2.5 knots. The specific locations of the trawls
will be published at a later date. Trawl paths will be run before towing to make
sure the path is clear of gear or other obstructions. Fisherman can relocate
gear if they wish to minimize the chances of gear interference, however well-
marked gear should be easily avoided during the course of this survey.

The project contact is Ethan Taulbee who can be reached at (207) 350-7582 or
ethan.j.taulbee@maine.gov. If gear is lost, please contact Ethan or your local
Marine Patrol officer.

MEET THE MLA BOARD

Swans Island lobsterman Jason Joyce, 54, has been a Maine Lobstermen’s
Association member for a long time. His father Carlton, who sadly passed away
in May, was a member for many decades and served on the MLA board from 1996
to 2002. So when Joyce was asked to take over his father’s seat, he stepped up.

“I'm serious about what I do. It has to be important to get me off the island and
back. When I joined the board I had four young children,” he recalled. “But I
wanted to learn about the issues and how best to address them?”

In the years since, he has learned a lot. When Joyce first joined the board more
than 20 years ago, the dust had barely settled from the institution of zones and
trap tags. The issue of endangered right whales was far away on the horizon.
But still, the regulations governing the lobster fishery were complex.

“First thing I learned was that it is all so complicated. I recognized that I knew
less than I thought I did,” Joyce said. “I learned a lot from the older guys, long-
time fishermen. I understand the process better now after being immersed in it
for years, how regulations are made. But when I try to explain it to other fisher-
men, it still seems so complicated”

During his tenure on the board, Joyce
came to recognize the MLAS rare
ability to work with regulatory agen-
cies and other organizations to get
the best results for lobstermen. “The
MLA does have a balanced approach
to the issues,” Joyce said. “Fishermen
might think something is just cut and
dried, but you have to reach out to
different groups, groups who aren't
fishermen, to get positive change.

Joyce is most concerned right now
by the proposed Atlantic States [P
Marine Fisheries Commission’s lob-
ster gauge change, which ASMFC is

working to postpone until July 2025. If the increase in minimum legal size does
go through, Joyce thinks the subsequent drop in catch will have serious conse-
quences for lobstermen. “When the gauge increased in the 1990s, the cost for
bait and fuel was much lower. So if the price doesn’t go up to compensate for a
downturn in the catch, a lot of guys will be out,” he said.

This season hasn’t been a strong one in his area, a fact that he partially attrib-
utes to damage to the seafloor from the two storms in January. “The burrows,
the places the lobsters go, they've been destroyed. It’s going to take a while for
it to come back as a place for lobster to live and thrive”

Joyce is the 8th generation of his family to fish on Swans Island. With his chil-
dren on their own now, he has turned his attention to running for the Maine
House as representative from District 15. And he will continue to be a member
of the MLA board. “Growing up there was just one lobster association,” he said.
“The MLA has along and good reputation among fishermen.”

MLA BUSINESS MEMBER OF THE MONTH: LOOK LOBSTER CO.

Look Lobster Company in Jonesport was
started in 1910 by two brothers who were
also sea captains, Oscar W. and Bert S. Look.
The two men started selling groceries, gen-
eral goods, and marine supplies from their
wharf on Old House Point. In time the men
also started marketing what the local fisher-
men caught to customers throughout New
England. Their children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren built the business slowly
and steadily. Today Look Lobster is managed
by the fifth generation of Looks and has loca-
tions in Addison, Eastport, and Portland.

“I met Sunshine [MLA membership director]
and talked with her this summer; said Bimbo
Look, company president. “I knew about the
MLA and figured we ought to be a member”’

The company has diversified since its begin-
ning. Look Lobster sells wholesale and retail
lobster and crab, provides cold storage truck-
ing services, sells lobster bait, and provides marine services for commercial
and recreational vessels. Two of the company’s wharves were damaged dur-
ing the January storms this year. The Eastport wharf lost close to 48 feet to the

The Lobster Looker heading out.

storms; its restaurant remained closed this
summer. The Jonesport wharf was severely
damaged, losing approximately 400 feet dur-
ing the storms.

Despite such setbacks, Look Lobster
Company remains dedicated to what it has
done successfully for more than 100 years:
supplying the best live lobster and crab to
customers around the world. Being an MLA
business member will help keep the com-
pany current on the major issues facing the
Maine lobster fishery.

“I listen to stuff and try to pay attention to it
all,” Look said. “But I trust you guys to keep
me abreast of things”

Look Lobster Company

32 Old House Point Road
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-497-2353
www.looklobster.com
looklobster@myfairpoint.net
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John and Brendan Ready
Machias Savings Bank
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
First National Bank
Donald Sussman

Gifts $5,000 - $9,999

Hamilton Marine

The Reny Charitable
Foundation

Town of Swans Island

Gifts $3,000 - $4,999
Wicked Wines

Gifts $2,000 - $2,999

Eric Beal

John & Cathy Chipman

Town of Cranberry Isles

Vinalhaven Lions Club Lobster
Bake

Gifts $1,000 - $1,999

Laurence Ames

David & Deborah Brooks

City of Ellsworth

Cool As a Moose

Bruce Fernald

Bruce Groening

Carl & Barbara Henlein

Chip Johnson

Maine Aquaculture Association

Jess Pinkham, A Silver Lining

David Thomas, Thomas
Lobster Co.

Town of Vinalhaven

Lee Watkinson

John Williams

Gifts $500 - $999

Brian Alley

Travis Alley

American Lobster Products

Nicholas Beaudoin

Stephen Burns, in honor of
Peter Murphy

Dirigo Federal Credit Union &
Auburn Lobster Festival

Bruce Erwin Johnson

David Johnson

Thomas & Karen Guest, /in
honor of Bobby & Charles
Ingalls

Clayton Joyce

Christopher Kelsey

Kristofer Koerber

New England Marine & Industrial

Robert Odlin

Harold Poole, in honor of F/V

Isla Faith

David Thurlow

Turd Pollack

Gifts $300 - $499

Jason Alley

Timothy Alley

Eric Anderson

Dustin Emery

Mark Nordli

Travis Otis

Charles H. Tarbox, /in honor of
John W. Tarbox

Gifts $100 - $299

James Austin

Daniel Backman, Sr.

Kenneth Banks

Norman Brazer, Jr.

Jennifer Buermann, /in honor of
Peter Murphy

Stephen & Joanne Burns

John Clinton

Lydia Coleman

John Daggett

Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson

Eric Davis

Kyle Doughty

Michael Floyd

Terence Gray

Jonathan Gugel, /n honor of
Dale Torrey

Judith Gary

Kendall Hall

Curtis & Sally Haskell, /n honor
Ed & Mary Blackmore

Stephen & Lisa Hewitt

Christopher Hodgkins




Becky Jacobs

Mark Jones

Spencer & Wendy Joyce

Roger Kellett

The Kelley Family, /in honor of
Gene Kelley

Steven & Doris Klemenz, /in
honor of James E. Klemenz

Keith Lane

Burton Leach

James McMahan, Jr.

Marissa McMahan

Jack Merrill

Timothy Morgan

Dan Morris

Randy Newcomb

Chelsea Nunan

Cody Nunan

Robert Oberlander

George Olsen

Russell Pancoast

Clarence Preble

Bonnie Remar, /in honor of Gary  Morna Bell

& Bonnie Castanino

Samuel Rosen

Michael Sherman

Vicky Sherwood, /n honor of
Albert & Barbara Sherwood

Sherman Stanley

David Sullivan

David Tarr

Michael Tripp

Richard Waldron

D. Craig & Shirley Thompson,
in honor of William “Buzz”
Ropes Ill

Karl Virgin

Phil Wilde

Richard & Sharon Wilson

Gifts Under $100

Nancy Beal, in honor of Ossie
Beal

Robert Beal

BJ Benica

Ernest Burgess

Ellen Black

Col. Charles Brule, Ret., in
honor of all hardworking
Maine lobstermen

Patricia Callahan

Sheila Callahan

John Chipman, Jr.

Jane Conrad

Benjamin Crocker

Laurence Franco

Friendship Lobster Treats

Captain Larry Fuhrman

Richard Garcia, RG Tax
Accounting and Resolution

Sandra Gates

Kathye Gorham, in honor of
Dick & Evelynne Small

Michael & Hope Hilton, /n
honor of Peter Murphy

Paul Nickels & Carrie
Hewitt-Nickels, in honor
of Peter Murphy

Thomas Marr

Richard Nelson

Willem Nieuwkerk

Patricia Olsen

Robert O’Reilly

Clayton Philbrook

Larry & Dale Scott, /in honor
of Peter Murphy

Ralph Slaven

Jim Smith

Gary Strout

Donald Ulrickson

Roger Woodman, Jr.

Than' -1 for &-—-tin— *- the MLA!

Your donation is a direct investment in the future of Maine’s lobster industry and our state’s lobstering heritage—
and means hope for the future of Maine lobstermen.

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

“a dollar a day”
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SUSTAINABLE

¢ TRIDENT eastics

SOLUTIONS

The Highest Quality Wire Mesh

AQUAMESH"

Manufactured by Riverdale Mills

Reliable
Durable
Unmatched

WHY RENT WHEN

The world’s

YOU CAN BUY? only wire mesh
product exclusively
Contact us for the lowest cost of ownership on engineered for
ocean use.
Lobster Crates
/.
Kittery, Maine #//%RIVERDALE

www.tridentsps.com ¢ sales@tridentsps.com Aquamesh® | Manufactured by Riverdale Mills
riverdale.com | sales@riverdale.com | 1.800.762.6374
+1.207.703.8713
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/Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\
Celebrating our 75th year in business: 1949-2024!

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261

\, /
BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME Wakefield, RI
(207) 434-5791 (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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* Marine
Power

CA

ASKUS ABOUT OUR
CUSTOMER VALUE
AGREEMENTS (CVA)

470/600@1800rpm A Rating
670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating
803@2100rpm D Rating

For Marine Engine Sales, contact

John Dendas
Marine Market Manager
774-573-638 « John_Dendas@miltoncat.com

Evan O’Connor
Marine Sales Representative
603-493-2139 « Evan_0O'Connor@miltoncat.com

Milton @ miltoncat.com

C18

Available for new
boat installations
and repowers.

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer Marine Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and Industrial, LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine Company, Inc.
Narragansett, Rl

Hallam Marine
Coventry, RI

Cape & Island
Electronic Diesel
Mashpee, MA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from 0’Hara?

BLACK GOD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT

TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

50 LB BAGS

FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

¥ RIENDSHIP "
Or B >
WAXTRAP CO.
BUILT THE BEST. BUILT TO LAST. BUILT YOUR WAY.
VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.FRIENDSHIPTRAP.COM

WE’RE READY FOR
YOUR TRAP & KIT ORDERS

We are proud of our workforce at Friendship Trap, a great mix of
experience, work ethic and attitude!

Combine that with short lead times, great products and
unbeatable service, and what do you get?

The FRIENDSHIP DIFFERENCE!

OUR BUSINESS IS BUILDING YOUR
LOBSTER GEAR.

Attention Area 3 Lobstermen!

5/8” Whale Link The Maine Mold
Rope Link is the safest
breakaway link
alternative
available
when properly
installed.

e Twisted 3-strand
e Green and black
tracer

* NOAA approved

SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC
FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200 (207) 354-2545

Mike Wadsworth
mikew@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0841

Jerry Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0842

Jimmy Emerson — Columbia Falls
jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 483-6555 (800) 339-6558

DEPENDABILITY

L QUALITY (

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street

Rockland, ME 04841

oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856
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We’re here for you!

Twin Disc customers
Bobby Strong and
Jack White

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS

15 Continental Drive — Exeter, NH 03833
Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email: djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York
& New Jersey

BELFAST

101 FRONT STREET
207-606-2440

YORK

15 HANNAFORD DR
207-363-0220

LIFERAFT

SERVICES

LIFERAFT INSPECTION / REPACK

PICKUP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE IN ME, NH, MA

EPIRB BATTERY
REPLACEMENT

ACR & McMURDO FACTORY CERTIFIED

IMMERSION SUIT
INSPECTION

PRESSURE/LEAK TEST & REPAIRS

NEW EQUIPMENT SALES

FLARES, RAFTS, SUITS, ELECTRONICS, ETC.

207-363-0220
SurvivalAtSea.com

HAMILTON
MARINE

 ATLAS PVC GLOVES

These durable double
and triple-dipped
heavyweight PVC
gloves are strong,

yet extremely
soft and flexible.
Featuring a soft
comfortable lin-
ing and arough
texture coating
to ensure grip.
Oil and chemi-
cal resistant.

Scan QR Code
to Shop Now!

800-639-2715

YE  BOATERSTORE"

KITTERY » PORTLAND ¢ ROCKLAND ¢ SEARSPORT

PROUD SPONSOR OF

MLA Legal Defense Fund
MFF Scholarship Fund
Maine Lobster Boat Races

#SaveMainelLobstermen

SHOP IN-STORE,
BY PHONE OR
ONLINE TODAY!

hamiltonmarine.com
« SW HARBOR * JONESPORT
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MLA BUSINESS MEMBERS

Show your support for these businesses!

ACCOUNTING

Accountalent

Joseph Faris

Bridgeton, ME

207-227-9429 jr@accountalent.com
www.accountalent.com

AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com

MLA members can get 25% off order

Acadian Seaplants
Jacob Patryn
800-575-9100
Jonesport, ME 04648
infomaine@acadian.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

Weirs GMC Buick

877-861-0700

info@weirsbuickgmc.com
www.weirsbuickgmc.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get free Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS

Gulf of Maine Bait

4 Blueberry Lane
Rockport, MA 01966
978-888-4114
gulfofmaine@gmail.com

CBS Lobster
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Harbor Bait
207-633-2214
harborbait@outlook.com
www.harborbait.net

Louisiana Bait Products
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

M & B Fish Co.
603) 547-0672
Mbfishco@gmail.com

Nor’east Bait
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com
81 off per bucket

Venture Bait
(207) 852-3321
Venturebait@gmail.com

William Coffin & Sons
207-497-5765

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
Brooklin Boatyard

(207) 359-2236
info@brooklinboatyard.com
www.brooklinboatyard.com/

Farrin’s Boatshop
(207) 563-5510
www.farrinsboatshop.com

John’s Bay Boat Co.
207-644-8261

jbbcol@gmail.com
www.johnsbayboatcompany.com

New Meadows Marina
207-443-4254
service@newmeadowsmarina.com
www.newmeadowsmarine.com

Royal River Boat Repair
207-846-9577

alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com

$1000 discount for hull or top

Yankee Marina
(207) 846-4326
www.yankeemarina.com

DOCKS/MARINE CONSTRUCTION
Custom Float Services

888-844-9666

info@customfloat.com
https://customfloat.com/

Waterfront Solutions of New England
(603) 380-8817
https://waterfrontsolutionsne.com/

EDUCATIONAL

Finestkind Scenic Cruises

(207) 646-5227
https://www.finestkindcruises.com/

Maine Sea Grant
207.581.1435
umseagrant@maine.edu
https://seagrant.umaine.edu

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
207-798-2001
peter@seacoasttoursme.com
https://seacoasttoursme.com

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA 98225

888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA members.

DuraBrite Inc.

201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Free shipping for MLA members

Navroc Marine Electronics
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
WWW.Nnavroc.com

FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Agri-Access

Mathew Senter

207-557-8755
matthew.senter@agri-access.com

Atlantic Wealth Planning Group
207.213.6007
https://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/
team/atlantic-wealth-planning-group/

Bar Harbor Bank
888-853-7100
https://www.barharbor.bank

CEI (Coastal Enterprises)
504-5900 www.ceimaine.org

Farm Credit East
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

First National Bank
800-564-3195
www.thefirst.com

Machias Savings Bank
(866) 416-9302
www.machiassavings.bank

Maine Financial Group
800-974-9995
https://www.mainefinancialgroup.com/

Northern Maine Development
Commission

207-554-0693
bmcdonald@nmdc.org
www.nmdc.org

Oliver Investments
207-380-1898
jake@jakeoliverinvestments.com
www.jakeoliverinvestments.com

RG Tax Accounting and Resolution
207-607-7118
https://rgtaxresolution.com/

Free initial consultation, review of previous
tax returns

Twin City Financial Group
207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com

FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES

Coastal Equipment Corp.

(207) 775-1100
www.coastalequipment.com

Chase Leavitt

207-772-6383
charrison@chaseleavitt.com
https://chaseleavitt.com/

Guy Cotten, Inc.
800-444-6050
info@guycottenusa.com
https://guycottenusa.com/

Hamilton Marine
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Island Fishing Gear & Auto Parts
(207) 367-5959
www.napaonline.com

Ketcham Supply Co.
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

Midcoast Marine Supply

(207) 725-0053
dave@midcoastmarinesupply.com
https://midcoastmarinesupply.com/

New England Marine & Industrial Inc.
800-492-0779
https://newenglandmarine.com

North Atlantic Power Products
603-418-0470

djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

10% discount for twin disc transmissions
servic 5% off anynew MGX series

Novatec Braids
1-800-565-4212
www.novabraid.com

RE Thomas Marine Hardware
(207) 422-6532
sales@retmarine.com
https://retmarine.com

Rope Razor
207-549-7204
https://roperazor.com

Seacoast Lobster Bands

(978) 500-8292
Bob@seacoastlobsterbands.com
https://seacoastlobsterbands.com/

SoftPoint Industries Inc.
484-225-3710
sales@softsandrubber.com
www.softsandrubber.com

Stormline Gear
sales@stormlinegear.com
www.stormlinegear.com

Superior Marine Products

(207) 292-2590
sales@superiormarineproducts.com
www.superiormarineproducts.com

Tightlines Tackle
207-563-2944 ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Vallation Outerwear
support@vallationouterwear.com
https://vallationouterwear.com/

XtraTuf
xtratufcustomersupport@rockybrands.com
www.xtratuf.com

FUEL/ENERGY

Colby & Gale

207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

Midcoast Solar LLC
207-350-3060
sales@midcoastsolar.com
https://www.midcoastsolar.com
20% off for businesses, 18% off for
residential subscription

Maine Camp Outfitters

207-348-2459
outfitter@maine-camp.com
www.maine-camp.com

MLA members get10% off apparel & pro-
motional products.

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.

603-474-1914

sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.

Hews Company

207-767-2136

info@ hewsco.com

10% off hydraulic components, Craft
cables.

Infab Refractories Inc.
(207) 783-2075
https://infabrefractories.com

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
(207) 725-7552

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.
207-594-9527
sales@marine-hydraulic-engineering.com
https://marine-hydraulic-engineering.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication
(207) 667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
https://nautilus-marine.com

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
207-205-8088

erin@golmf.org

Island Fishermen’s Wives Association
ifwa@msn.com

Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
207-367-2708
info@coastalfisheries.org
https://coastalfisheries.org/
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MLA BUSINESS MEMBERS

Show your support for these businesses!

Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
207-956-0752
info@mainecoastfishermen.org
https://www.mainecoastfishermen.org/

Maine Lobster Community Alliance
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org/

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Northern Maine Development
Commission

www.nmdc.org

Caribou 498-8736

Eastport 498-8731

INSURANCE

Acadia Benefits

207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acadiabenefits.com

Chapman & Chapman

207-770-1119
info@chapmanandchapmanins.com
www.chapmanandchapmanins.com/

FA Peabody Insurance
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

The Hanover Insurance Group
800-922-8427
www.hanover.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com

Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount with
proof of completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years.

Varney Agency

207-947-8637
varneyagency@varneyagency.com
https://varneyagency.com/about/

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL

Atlantic Edge Lobster

207.633.2300
atlanticedgelobster@gmail.com
https://www.atlanticedgelobster.com/

Atwood Lobster

207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com

Beals-Jonesport Coop
(207) 497-2020

Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-op
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Delano Seafood
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

D.C. Air and Seafood
207-963-7139

Downeast Dayboat
(207) 838-1490
www.downeastdayboat.com

Inland Seafood
207-546-3333

Interstate Lobster Co.
(207) 833-5516

The Lobster Co.
207-985-8824
lobcoretail@yahoo.com
www.thelobsterco.com

The Lobster Guy
866-788-0004
sales@thelobsterguy.com
www.thelobsterguy.com

Lobster Trap Co.
888.353.9898
sales@lobstertrap.com
www.lobstertrap.com

Look Lobster Co.

32 0ld House Point Rd.
Jonesport, ME

207-497-2353
looklobster@myfairpoint.net
www.looklobster.com

Luke’s Lobster
207-332-0304
jeff@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Lobster Outlet
207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com
https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

Maine Ocean Lobster
(207) 994-3179
https://www.maineoceanlobster.com/

Port Clyde Fishermen’s Cooperative/
Port Clyde Fresh Catch

(207) 701-7032
support@portclydefreshcatch.com
www.portclydefreshcatch.com/

Port Lobster Co.
207-967-2081
https://www.portlobster.com/

RDR Lobster & Shellfish
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

ShopLobster, Inc.
207-386-9320
nperreault2029@gmail.com
www.shoplobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
207-737-4800
bryan@shucksmaine.com

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative
(207) 644-8224
www.southbristolcoop.com/

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Co-op
207-526-4327 sicoop@tds.net

Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s
Cooperative

(207) 372 8637
info@tenantsharborfishermanscoop.com
https://merritt-carey-j6il.squarespace.com

Vinalhaven Fisherman’s Cooperative
207-863-2263
office@vhcoop.com

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
207-963-5857
https://winterharborlobstercoop.com
10% off picked lobster meat

MARINE ENGINES
Cummins

207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
Wwww.cumimins.com

Gillespie Marine
207-504-2652
GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Milton Cat
603-484-5248
www.miltoncat.com

Power Product Systems
207-797-5950

info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

MARINE SURVEY

Compass Marine Surveys
207-412-3882
compassmarinesurveys@gmail.com

Northeast Marine Survey

(207) 833-0954
nemsinc@comecast.net
https://northeastmarinesurvey.com/

Shearwater Marine Surveying

(207) 272-7364
shearwatermarinesurveying@gmail.com
www.shearwatermarinesurveying.com/

MEDICAL

CSL Plasma
1-866-275-6800
www.cslplasma.com

Pack Edge
207.799.6600
www.packedgeinc.com

Trident SPS

610-715-0789

sales@tridentsps.com
https://www.tridentsps.com

5% discount on all insulated fish boxes

PROPELLORS

Accutech Marine Propellor
603-617-3626
office@accutechmarine.com
https://accutechmarine.com
10% off all services

New England Propeller

508-747-6666

neprop@aol.com https://neprop.com
Discounts on marine propeller, shafting,
and related items, sales & repairs

REAL ESTATE

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

RECYCLING

Matinicus Island Recycling Center
(207)-594-9209
info@islandinstitute.org

REFRIGERATION SERVICES

Applied Refrigeration Services
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy’s
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com/www.barnbilly.com

Beals Lobster Pier

207-244-3202
customerservice@bealslobster.com
https://bealslobster.com/

Bowdoin College Dining Services
207-725-3211
www.bowdoin.edu/dining

The Clam Shack
207.967.3321
hello@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net

The Cockeyed Gull Restaurant
78 Island Ave.

Peaks Island, ME 04108
766-2800
westpeaks@gmail.com

F. W. Thurston Co.
207-244-7600
www.thurstonforlobster.com

Island Lobster Co.
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Mason’s Famous Lobster Rolls
757-644-7685
wleonard@missionfoods.com
www.masonslobster.com

Ogunquit Lobster Pound

501 Main Street

Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-2516
www.ogunquitlobsterpound.com

Red’s Eats
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

SUPERMARKETS

Edwards Brothers Supermarkets
jeedwards@hannaford.com

(207) 412-0221
www.edwardsbrotherssupermarket.com

SURVIVAL TRAINING

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
207-338-1603
questions@mecmillanoffshore.com
https://mcmillanoffshore.com

25% discount USCG Drill Conductor training

TRAP BUILDERS

Brooks Trap Mill
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Riverdale Mills
508-234-8400
sales@riverdale.com/www.riverdale.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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TO YOUR HEALTH: You can prevent painful muscle cramps

By Melissa Waterman

We've all had them: sudden, agonizing muscle cramps, usually in the legs or
feet, and often at night. The pain takes your breath away for seconds or minutes
and then, poof, it’s gone. What causes such debilitating cramps and what can
you do to prevent them?

The first thing to understand is simply how your muscles work. You use your
muscles both voluntarily (hauling traps) or involuntarily (your heart beats
whether you think about it or not). Voluntary muscle use relies on electrical
signals from the brain (“Lean over the washboard! Grab the bridle! Heave!”).
Those messages are sent via neurons. Motor neurons are cells whose princi-
ple job is to convey messages sent by the brain to the spinal column on to the
muscles.

Muscles require certain minerals to receive those messages and to move prop-
erly. Muscles need calcium to contract, allowing you to lift your arm, for ex-
ample. You must have magnesium to then block the calcium in order to let the
muscle relax. And you have to have potas-

much salt, alcohol, and medications for high blood pressure can reduce avail-
able magnesium.”

Sometimes muscle cramps do indicate something else is going on that may re-
quire medical intervention. A narrowing of the arteries that bring blood to the
legs can cause cramping pain during exercise. These cramps usually go away
soon after exercise stops. Pressure on the nerves in the spine also can cause
severe cramps in the legs. The pain usually gets worse with walking.

Typically, however, muscle cramps aren’'t due to a more ominous underlying
cause. The Mayo Clinic says that factors that might increase the risk of muscle
cramps include:

« Age. Older people lose muscle mass. Then the muscles can’t work as hard
and can get stressed more easily.

« Poor conditioning. Not being in shape for an activity causes muscles to tire
more easily.

+ Extreme sweating. Athletes who get tired and sweat a lot while playing
sports in warm weather often get muscle

sium to help the motor neurons transmit
the electrical impulses successfully. All
three minerals must be in the correct ratio
to each other to make the system work.

A muscle cramp is a sudden, unexpect-
ed tightening of one or more muscles.
Exercising or working hard, especially in
hot weather, can be the trigger. Through
sweating your body might become dehy-
drated or the ratio of minerals may be al-
tered by the loss of fluid.

According to Brenda Cotton, a massage
therapist in Thomaston, many cramps are
due to a lack of magnesium in the body,
particularly cramps that occur at night.
“Without enough magnesium, muscles
can't properly relax and that can lead to
cramps,” she said. “Plus caffeine, soda, too

tracks.

(207) 223-8846

The sharp pain of muscle cramps can stop you in your

cramps.

+  Medical issues. Having diabetes or ill-
nesses that involve nerves, liver, or thyroid
can increase the risk of muscle cramps.

So what can you do to avoid waking up in
the middle of night in exquisite pain?

Stretch gently before and after using any
muscle for a long time. Then stretch those
muscles again before going to bed.

Drink water, lots of it. When you are
hauling all day, drink water, not Red Bull.
Caffeine depletes those three key miner-
als. And keep alcohol intake to a mini-
mum because it causes dehydration and
also knocks the ratio of potassium and
magnesium askew.

SEA Rose TrRar COMPANY
9 Digital Drive
Biddeford, ME 04005

Lobster traps and supplies

« Trap kits, cages and finished traps

* Heads cut, strung, and hooped

» Stocking Cavatorta Seaplax Italian wire

» Stocking Fitec and Broad Creek twine in #21,
#24, and #27 thread

» Stocking Seamaster products including buoys,
ERGOs, weighted runners, and more.

Small enough to care; big enough to deliver
Family-owned business since 1993

Shop: 207-730-5531
Adam: 207-730-1651
Don: 207-730-2063
Eric: 207-653-6195

Email: searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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AUTONOMOUS SAILING DRONES EXPLORING NORTHEASTERN
GULF OF MAINE

By MLCA staff

Two strange vessels are sailing the Gulf of Maine this fall. Two bright orange
33-foot unmanned Saildrones have been transecting the northeastern Gulf
collecting high-resolution seafloor data to map the area. Each vehicle’s sen-
sors measure air and water temperatures, humidity, salinity, and wave heights.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has used the
drones to gather information in the Gulf of Mexico, collect fisheries data on the
West Coast and Alaska, and improve NOAA hurricane forecasting.

Last summer two Saildrones spent two months mapping 1,500 square nautical
miles in the north-central Gulf of Maine in order to identify areas of deep-sea
coral habitat. The vessels gathered data at depths up to 300 meters around the
Jordan and Georges Basins. Prior to last year’s mission, that area of the Gulf of
Maine had never before been mapped in high resolution using modern tools.

“The Saildrone Voyagers are filling in a substantial gap in seafloor data in the
Gulf of Maine. NOAA and partners are very interested in better understanding
habitats in the region that may support fish production. These high-resolution
seafloor maps will inform future surveying and modeling efforts, as well as aid
in the New England Fishery Management Council’s fishery management deci-
sions,” said Heather Coleman, a researcher with the NOAA Fisheries Office of
Habitat Conservation’s Deep Sea Coral Research and Technology Program.

Saildrone vehicles travel relatively slowly at speeds of 2-4 knots and are de-
signed to be highly visible. In addition to high visibility colors for daytime,
they are equipped with bright navigation lights for nighttime awareness
and a radar reflector. Each vehicle will be operating in a small area of the
northeastern Gulf each day, approximately 2.7 nm x 2.7 nm. NOAA and the
New England Fishery Management Council have asked fishermen to stay
at least 500 meters away from the boats and to avoid setting fixed gear in
their survey path.

Saildrones have been used throughout the United States to map the

seafloor. Last year was the first time the vessels traversed the Gulf
of Maine. Saildrone photo.

Saildrone Gulf of Maine mission hotline: (510) 980-6720.

For more specific information regarding the location of the vehi-
cles or other questions about the mission, please contact Saildrone
Program Manager Kitch Kennedy at kitch.kennedy@saildrone.com.

DMR Fall Inshore Trawl Survey Underway

The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is conducting its the fall survey,
working its way east from New Hampshire to finish up about October 25 near
Cutler/Lubec. The survey will fish the first five good days each week, using the
weekend to make up for bad weather or equipment problems to maintain a
predictable schedule as the survey moves up the coast. The vessel, F/V Robert
Michael is a white fiberglass Northeast 54, captained by Rob Tetrault.

The trawl survey is designed to provide information for stock assessments. The
better information we have about all Maine's fisheries resources, the better we
can ensure a future for both fishermen and the resource.

As in the past, DMR asks that on the scheduled day of the tow, an area 1/8th
mile on either side of the tow line be clear of fixed gear. The survey team makes
every effort to avoid contact with gear by making at least one and often two
passes on the tow line before we survey gear is set. However, if buoys are run-
ning under, the team may mistakenly conclude that the area is clear. Clearing
the area of gear avoids gear contact.

Each Class I, II, and Il lobster license holder was notified of the start of the sur-
vey. The notice contains a link to DMR’s website which shows the daily schedule
and charts, tow locations and coordinates. If weather does not permit the trawl
survey, DMR expects that lobstermen will not be fishing that day. Therefore,
it is our hope that everyone, the trawl survey and lobstermen, will slide the
schedule one day forward. Marine Patrol will be on hand as well to assist with
tow operations, including moving traps.

HY-LINER
ROPE COMPANY

SINK
ROPE

FLOAT
ROPE

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
SuperSink ¢ SteelLiner « EasyPull ¢ Float Ropes

HY-LINER ROPE COMPANY
ST. GEORGE, MAINE

Due to the possibility that weather or mechanical difficulties will delay the
schedule, there are several ways to obtain accurate information. The best
source of information is directly from the boat crew. You may hail them on ei-
ther channel 16 or 13, and then switch to your preferred local working channel.
The crew cell phone is 207-557-5276. Cell phone service can be spotty at times,
but messages can be left for the crew to return your call.

For more information go to www.maine.gov/dmr/science/fisheries-monitoring-
assessment/maine-new-hampshire-inshore-trawl-survey/current.

Visit our stores in Portland and Ellsworth!

Inflatable Boats —
Sales and Service

LIFE RAFTS — Inspections & Sales

Flares~ Survival Suits~ Life Jackets

AB and ACHILLES
EPIRBS — Inspections and
Battery Replacement Center
Portland Ellsworth
84 Cove St. 218 Bucksport Rd.
772-6383 667-9390

www.chaseleavitt.com
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Many thanks to the businesses that not only support us
but offer a discount to YOU, our members.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Vessel Insurance

Falmouth, ME - Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and

morte! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Brunswick, ME — Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.

207-607-7118 www.rgtaxresolution.com

Automotive

Weirs Buick — GMC

Arundel, ME — Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070 www.weirsgmec.com

Bait

Nor’east Bait LLC

York, ME - $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com

Boat Builders/Repairs

SW Boatworks

Lamonie, ME — $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427
www.swboatworks.com

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA — Discounts & Specials for

MILA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights
Garden City, NY — Free Shipping for MLLA
members 201-915-0555

Hydraulics

Hamilton Marine

Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME — Discounts
available to commercial fishermen.

North Atlantic Power Products

Exeter, NH — 10% discount for all service
repair of twin disc transmissions, 15% off any
new MGX series

603-418-0470

Trident Sustainable Plastic Solutions
Kittery, ME — 5% discount on all insulated
fish boxes. 610-715-0789

Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, LL.C

New Harbor, ME — MILA members receive
20% off for businesses and 18% off for
residential from our Community Solar Farms,
with a local $100 gift card or donation to
MILA for subscribers

207-350-3060 www.midcoastsolar.com

Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters
Sunset, ME = 10% off all apparel and
romotional product orders.

800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association

Kennebunk, ME = 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hotels

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH — 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LL.C

South Portland, ME — 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Hampton Inn, Downtown/Waterfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
(Rockland, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott —
(Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates 7/‘07 MI.A members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the ML.A
for booking information, or mention MI.A when
booking.

Lobster & Seafood

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News

Deer Isle, ME — Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA - Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Accu Tech Marine Propeller Inc
Dover, NH — 10% off all services.
603-617-3626 www.accutechmarine.com

New England Propeller Inc

Plymouth, MA — Discounts on marine pro-
peller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804 www.neprop.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME — 5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

www.nautilus-matine.com

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME — $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME — 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME — Special discounts to shows

at the Cross Arena in Portland! Use promo
code GFRIEND at checkout. Order by phone,
online, or in person at the box office.

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME — 15% off tours for
MLA members. Must show MLA
card. 207-798-2001

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath ME — Free admission for card holding
MLA members. 207-443-1316

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!
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HERRING SPAWNING CLOSURES IN EFFECT

Western Maine and Massachusetts/New Hampshire spawning closures began
on September 23 and will continue through November 3. The Massachusetts/
New Hampshire spawning area will also be closed for the same period of time.

ISLAND INSTITUTE RECEIVES FUNDS FOR “FUTURE OF FISHING"

The Island Institute in Rockland received $1.4 million to support Maine’s lob-
stering industry through a new initiative. The funding comes from the Small
Business Administration and was championed by Senators Susan Collins and
Angus King. It will be used to launch a “Future of Fishing” effort which aims
to bolster the state’s lobstering industry by expanding economic opportunities
for coastal communities and focusing on sustainability. The three-year-long ef-
fort will be led by the Island Institute and “will create a network of statewide
organizations that will develop and deploy assistance programs to businesses,
communities, and individuals,” the institute said in the release.

RIGHT WHALES HANGING OUT OFFSHORE LONG ISLAND

More than 82 North Atlantic right whales - including 56 in one day - were spot-
ted swimming together in a multi-grouping pattern that scientists from the
New England Aquarium’s Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life called “unu-
sual” Scientists from the Boston-based center spotted the whales, represent-
ing over one quarter of the entire North Atlantic right whale population, during
a series of flights between the end of July and into August in the Hudson and
Block Canyon areas about 40 to 70 miles south of Long Island, along with an
abundance of fin and humpback whales, various dolphin species, manta rays,
whale sharks, tuna, and sea turtles. The area is highly trafficked by vessels and
an unusual feeding ground for the critically endangered species, raising con-
cerns for their safety.

“WHEN CFN SHOWS UP
IN MY MAILBOX EVERY
MONTEH. IT'S LIKE GETTING

A LETTER FROM HOME.”

@mm@r@ial [Fisheries News
fish-news.com/cfn

KELP LOSING GROUND IN SOUTHERN MAINE

Parts of the warming Gulf of Maine have
become inhospitable for kelp forests, ac-
cording to new research from the Bigelow
Laboratory for Ocean Sciences in East
Boothbay. Between 2001 and 2018, a team
led by senior research scientist Doug
Rasher combined dive surveys of kelp
population and data on ocean tempera-
ture to compile the first detailed census of
Maine’s kelp forests in nearly 20 years. The
results were startling, Rasher said. North
of Penobscot Bay, however, kelp forests are
still thriving, but south of Casco Bay they had almost disappeared. Water tem-
peratures in the spring and summer are just too hot for kelp, which depend on
cold, nutrient rich conditions.

Photo courtesy of PenBayPilot.com.

DMR STAFF RECEIVE AWARDS

In September Department of Marine Resources Commissioner Patrick Keliher
presented the annual Employee Award to Marine Mechanic Specialist Timothy
Bennett. Manager of the Year award was presented to Marine Patrol Sergeant
Mark Murry. In presenting the Employee Award, Commissioner Keliher praised
Bennett’s skill and professionalism. Bennett’s skills allowed him to refit an old
boat hull into a functional vessel for the aquaculture inspection team, saving
the department $50,000. “Tim is an outstanding employee. He can fix every-
thing;” said Keliher. Sergeant Murry, a 25-year Marine Patrol veteran, oversees
Marine Patrol Officers in the district from Harrington to Calais. “Sergeant

Murry exemplifies superior leadership and professionalism,” said Keliher. “His
unwavering commitment to his co-workers and community members defines
him as a Marine Patrol Sergeant.” Sergeant Murry has previously received the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association Marine Patrol Officer of the Year, Marine
Patrol Lifesaving Award, the Commissioner’s Letter of Appreciation, and the
Washington County Officer of the Year Award.

Sles, Service, Maintenance and Installation of-

Walk-In Coolers/Freezers © Lobster Chillers & Tanks
Bait Coolers/Freezers © lce Machines & Equipment  Process Refrigeration

Registered Efficiency *
Maine Contractor
EMERGENCY A lled ™
SERVICE Refrlgerat1 ;
AVAILABLE Services Commercial, Industrial

Senving all of New England
Licensed, Insured, Certified

(207) 893-0145

www.appliedrefrigeration.com

Make cleanup

easy and fast
Salt or Fresh Water

Our pressure washers Hydraulic

come with everything you
need, including 50" hose and
wand with turbo nozzle.

@ Coastal Hydraulics, Inc.

603-474-1914 ¢ sales@coastalhyd.com
= Www.coastalhyd.com ¢ 28 Route 286, Seabrook, NH

Belt Driven
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( More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org >

October 2
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative Board
Meeting, 3 p.m., via Zoom.

October 3

Shellfish Advisory Council meeting, 11 a.m-2
p-m., via Teams and in DMR office building,
Augusta.

October 21-24

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
82nd annual meeting, Annapolis, MD. FMI:
www.asmfc.org/home/2024-annual-meeting.

October 23-24
North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium Annual
Meeting, Providence, RL. FMI: www.narwc.org/

Aquaculture public hearing, Norumbega Oyster, annual-meeting html.

1 p.m., Damariscotta Town Hall.

Tailored Financing Specifically
For Your Marine Needs.

October 28
Aquaculture Advisory Council meeting, 11 a.m-

October 6

Lobster Draft Addendum XXXI Comments 1 p.m., via Teams and in DMR office building, New Boat Construction « Used Boat Loans

Due. Send to Caitlin Starks. Senior FMP Augusta. Traps & Gear Loans ¢ Refinancing & Repowering
Coordinator, at 1050 N. Highland St., Suite

200 A-N, Arlington, Virginia 22201; or to com- October 29 ) ] 144 US Route One MAINE
ments@asmfc.org (Subject line: Lobster Draft BOEM Gulf of Maine Lease Auction Scarborough. Maine MF FINANCIAL GROUP

Addendum XXXI). A Katahaln Trust Company Affilate
November 2 CONTACT: Jim Amabile + 1.800.974.9995
OCtOber 10 MLA 70th ar}niversary Celebration’ Saltwater MEMBER FDIC 12Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
MLA Board meeting, 5 p.m. Fields Wedding & Event Barn, South
Thomaston.
October 15

Inshore Trawl Survey

Details available at www.maine.gov/dmr/sci-
ence/fisheries-monitoring-assessment/maine-
new-hampshire-inshore-trawl-survey/current.

Bottom trawl survey of Maine’s research array
lease area begins; continues through November
31. FMLI: https://content.govdelivery.com/ac-
counts/MEDMR/bulletins/3b7d718.

October 21-22

Ropeless Consortium Annual Meeting,
Providence, RI. FMLI: Attps://ropeless.org/2024-
annual-meeting.

DMR Aquaculture Lease Applications: New Activity (8/24/24 - 9/24/24)

Bristol JDL Fisheries LLC E of Louds Isl, Muscongus Bay 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental [3yrs |[App 2 rec'd 4/30/24; site visit completed
Muscongus Bay Kelp SE of Louds Isl/E of Bar Isl, Muscongus Bay 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental [3yrs |App | rec'd 5/14/24; site visit completed
Brunswick Ferda Farms LLC E of Lower Coombs Isl, New Meadows Rvr 2.33 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Lease Granted 9/9/24
Chebeague Is! Jordan, John W side of Gr Chebeague Isl, SW of Division Pt |4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental [3yrs |App rec'd 9/21/23; site visit completed
Jordan, John Jr. W of Great Chebeague Isl, SW of Seal Ledge [3.98 acres |Marine Algae |Experimental |3yrs |App rec'd 9/21/23; site visit completed
Damariscotta |Mook Sea Farms Inc. Days Cove, Damariscotta Rvr 4 acres Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Public Hearing 11/7/24 1pm Town of Damariscotta
Deer Isle Barrows, Abigail South of Big Hay Isl, Pickering Cove 4.24 acres [Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Lease Granted 9/6/24
Deep Blue Aquaculture LLC (W of Hog Island, Eastern Penobscot Bay 41.2 acres [Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |App rec'd 4/4/23; site visit completed
Edgecomb Glidden Point Oyster Co. Damariscotta River .2 acres Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |App rec'd 9/6/24; site review TBD
Freeport Sparta, Kenneth Curtis W of Crab Isl, Casco Bay 8.25 acres |Shellfish/Algae [Standard 20 yrs |Lease Granted with Modifications 9/4/24
Friendship Cutts, Joe E end of Friendship Long Isl, Meduncook Rvr |2.2 acres |Shellfish Experimental (3 yrs Lease Granted 9/16/24
Harpswell Tumble Tide NW of Little Whaleboat Isl, Casco Bay 3.94 acres |Marine Algae |Experimental |3yrs |App rec'd 2/27/24; site visit completed
Balano, JW & McCoy, MR Harrington Cove, Wheeler's Bay 1.98 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Lease Granted 9/16/24
Devil's Apron Sea Farms E of Little Caldwell Isl, St. George Rvr 3.91 acres [Marine Algae |Experimental |3yrs |App 1rec'd 3/19/24; site visit completed.
st. George Devil's Apron Sea Farms E of Caldwell Isl, St. George Rvr 3.90 acres |Marine Algae |Experimental (3yrs |App 2 rec'd 3/19/24; site visit completed.
Miss Madisyn W of Caldwell Isl, end of St. George Rvr 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental [3yrs |App rec'd 10/10/23; site visit completed
Regenerative Maine Otis Cove, St. George River 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental |3yrs [App | rec'd 5/14/24; site visit completed
Regenerative Maine Turkey Cove, St. George River 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental |3 yrs App Il rec'd 5/14/24; site visit completed
Steuben Pinkham, Randy E of Chair Pond Head, Pigeon Hill Bay 3.99 acres [Marine Algae |Experimental |3yrs |Apps 1&2 rec'd 3/28/23; site reports published 9/23/24
Sokoloski, Victor E of Chair Pond Head, Pigeon Hill Bay 3.99 acres [Marine Algae |Experimental |3yrs |Apps 1&2 rec'd 3/28/23; site reports published 9/23/24
. Greenhead Lobster LLC Penobscot Bay 3.5acres [Shellfish Experimental |3yrs |App rec'd 10/12/23; site visit completed
Stonington Greenhead Lobster LLC Between East Penobscot Bay and Jericho Bay |4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental (3yrs |App rec'd 10/12/23; site visit completed
Yarmouth Henninger, Thomas Little John Isl, Casco Bay 6.37 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |App rec'd 4/4/23; site report published 9/12/24
Parker, Joe NE of Basket Island, Casco Bay 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental [3yrs |App rec'd 3/19/24; site visit completed
York So ME Sustainable Shellfish |W of Sewall's Bridge, York River 0.97 acres |Shellfish Experimental [3yrs |Lease Granted 9/9/24

For an interactive source of pending lease applications, please see DMR’s table of Pending Aquaculture Lease Applications, where you can find maps and documentation.
Go to: www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/maine-aquaculture-leases-and-lpas/pending-lease-applications

You Can Make a Difference!

Scoping Session

Standard Leases DMR

Site Review/Visit Site Report Public Hearing

Decision

Experimental Leases Public Comments

www.mainelobstermen.org/events and include links to corresponding DMR Notices,
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A cheerful crew and captain on Islesford.

Heading in at Bass Harbor. Ready for the next day at the Spruce
Head Co-op.

MLA membership director Sunshine
Mechtenberg continued her visits
to Maine's lobster wharves this past
month. She talked to lobstermen in
Bass Harbor, Islesford, Spruce Head
and other small harbors, letting
them know about the MLAs work
and signing up new members. "I've
met men and women lobstermen of
all ages. They share a tremendous
work ethic and a true sense of
stewardship,” Mechtenberg said. In
its 70th year, the MLA is proud to

welcome its newest members to the
organization! Landing a triple-banded lobster

on Islesford.

Brother and sister team at the
end of the day on Islesford.

Out there, confidence in performance, reliability and operating
economy are the only things that count. With this in mind, we
created the Scania marine solution: An array of flexible options
including ratings, equipment, instrumentation and transmissions.
Whatever your specification, we will provide you with the optimal

Scania marine solution.

Power at work, every inch of the way.

www.mackboring.com - 800-MACK-ENG
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