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2024 MAINE LOBSTER SEASON A "REASONABLE SUCCESS”

By Melissa Waterman

It’s common to hear that there’s just no such thing as normal in the Gulf of
Maine any longer due to climate change. As the Gulf has warmed, those things
that lobstermen once considered stable, such as when lobsters move offshore
or the time of molt, can’t be predicted reliably. This past year showed that un-
predictability was the name of the game yet again.

The rate of warming for the Gulf of Maine during summer months (1.04 °F per
decade) is roughly four times faster than the summer warming rate for the
world’s oceans (0.27 °F per decade). According to the Gulf of Maine Research
Institute in Portland, sea surface temperatures in the Gulf were particularly
warm during June in 2024, when temperatures were about 4 °F above the long-
term average. That’s a lot of warm water. Temperatures moderated after June,
rising about 1.5 °F above the average during the rest of the summer.

Willis Spear, who fishes from Portland, started his season as usual in May. “The
price was good but then it dropped down to $4 a pound. It’s hard to make it
work at that price. It discouraged a lot of the Casco Bay guys from going. I'd say
there was 30% fewer fishing,” he said.

He caught more hard-shell lobsters than shedders this year, which he attrib-
uted to fishing hard bottom off Cape Elizabeth. “The lobsters were small hard-
shell lobsters. I only had one or two [traps] full of shedders all season,” he said.

He noticed that the water temperature began to change mid-summer. “I have a
friend who has temperature sensors on his traps. He said the water was around

Price, not volume, made 2024 profitable for many Maine lobstermen.

MLMC photo.

51°F in July, then went to 47 °F in August,” he said. Spear, like many lobstermen,
is acutely aware of the effect climate change has had on the Gulf. “You can't
predict the weather anymore. In the summer we don’t have the southwest wind
Continued on page 20
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With the help of a $840,000 Maine Housing grant, the Vinalhaven
Housing Initiative began construction this fall on its first project
to create affordable homes for islanders, year-round workers, and
elders priced out of the housing market.

“It’'s a crisis,” said Dylan Jackson, the groups project director.
“Soaring housing costs are driving year-round residents from
their homes, forcing young people to move off-island, and altering
the character of Maine’s largest unbridged working island.”

The nonprofit VHI was formed in 2023 with a mission to create
year-round, affordable and sustainable housing for island resi-
dents. VHI’s initial project begins this month when the island’s
ferry crew quarters, which was slated for demolition, will be
moved to East Boston Road to join an existing VHI property with
two rental apartments.

The crew quarters will be reconfigured to a three-bedroom family
home, says VHI president Elin Elisofon. In addition, the property
will feature a pre-built modular home, which will be brought to
the island by barge and placed on its foundation.

“Depending on the size of the family and number of people in each
apartment,” Elison said, “there could be as many as ten or more
individuals, including children and pets, living year-round in en-
ergy efficient housing, close to school, the library, and the village
center.
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Happy New Year! It’s time to break out the 2025 calendar
and start a brand new year. Can you believe that a quarter
of a century has passed since the new century began? A
lot has changed since we flipped the calendar to 2000. That
year Maine lobstermen landed 57 million pounds of lob-
ster at an average price of $3.28 per pound. Maine fisher-
men had lots of other fisheries in 2000 they could operate
in as well. They landed 2.6 million pounds of cod in 2000,
compared to last year’s 95,000 pounds. Herring stocks were
strong, allowing fishermen to land 100 million pounds
that year. And Maine still had a shrimp fishery; fishermen
brought 4.6 million pounds ashore in 2000.

So much has changed since then, largely driven by warming
waters in the Gulf of Maine. Lobster landings skyrocketed
during the 2000s, peaking in 2016 when over 132 million
pounds were landed in the

within the department, however, will limit additional stud-
ies, including one on lobster.

In July this year, the ASMFC's new regulation requiring an
increase in the minimum legal size of lobsters caught in
LMCA 1 goes into effect. Lobstermen strongly oppose the
increase — from 3 1/4 inches to 3 5/16 inches — which
they argue is not needed. We asked Kathleen Reardon,
DMR lead lobster scientist, some questions about the sci-
ence behind the gauge change and its anticipated results.

The affordable housing crisis in the state has been fore-
most in the news for several years now. The scarcity is acute
along the coast and on the islands, where demand for sea-
sonal rentals and second homes is keeping many out of the
market. The lack of affordable housing affects everyone,
from lobstermen who can't find sternmen and marine busi-

state. Since that date, land-
ings have remained strong,
between 110 million and 93
million pounds annually.
As we report this month,
the 2024 season seemed on
par with the previous years,
with landings a little lower
but offset by a robust price
at the dock. Some lobster-
men expressed uncertainty
about coming years while
acknowledge that no one
really knows what the next
year will bring.

DMR Commissioner Patrick
Keliher writes in his column
this month about the sheer
number of major events
the industry has faced over
the last 10 years, from his-
toric landings, market crashes, offshore wind, and a near
shutdown of the fishery averted by an act of Congress. He
writes that many lobstermen are struggling with a sense of
anxiety after enduring so many ups and downs in recent
years. Many are concerned about the upcoming gauge
change. DMR is preparing to implement the gauge in-
crease to comply with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commissions (ASMFC) lobster plan. Keliher points out
that DMR does “not have any discretion to choose not the
make this change.” Looking ahead, his top priority remains
pushing back on any new draconian whale measures com-
ing from NMFS. He remains committed to maintaining an
open dialogue with the industry.

Maine’s application for an offshore wind research array
lease in federal waters southeast of Portland was approved
in August 2024. DMR has been conducting a variety of re-
search studies in the lease area to gain better understand-
ing of its bathymetry, oceanographic characteristics, and
the marine species that use the area. Budgetary constraints

Welcome to 2025! B. Wish photo..

nesses who can’t hire work-
ers to young families and
the elderly. The Vinalhaven
Housing Initiative decided
to do something about the
problem in their commu-
nity. With a $840,000 Maine
Housing grant, the non-prof-
it group began construction
this fall on its first project to
create affordable homes for
year-round workers.

Uncertainty about the fu-
ture is just one of many
types of stress affecting lob-
stermen. As we learn in this
month’s "To Your Health" ar-
ticle, unrelieved stress can
negatively impact physical
health by weakening the
immune system, making
the body more prone to
colds or more complicated illnesses. Stress increases blood
pressure, which can lead to stroke, heart attack, and other
serious illnesses. Finding ways to handle stress can help
maintain one's health now and long intot he future.

Finally, we all know how hard it is to fsh for a living.
Whether it’s a dayboat out for Maine scallops in the dead of
winter or a halibut longliner crashing through the Gulf of
Alaska, National Fisherman magazine found a way to show
its readers the reality of fishing. A selection of the more
than 3,000 historic photos that National Fisherman donat-
ed to the Penobscot Marine Museum in Searsport has been
published in a new book by Islandport Press. Working the
Sea, authored by Michael Crowley, showcases the vessels
involved in commercial fishing in the 19th and 20th centu-
ries. It’s a brief glimpse of a past that still informs much of
New England’s fishing traditions.

We hope you enjoy this issue and look forward to your
comments. Happy New Year!
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GUEST COLUMN:

Looking back and ahead

By Patrick Keliher

I was asked to write an article that looks back on the past year, as well as
my thoughts about what’s to come. After more than 14 years as the DMR
Commissioner, it’s hard to reflect on only the past year, as so much has hap-
pened over the last decade. Just a few of the major events of the past ten years
that come to mind include:

- market/price crashes

« unprecedented landings

« covid-19 pandemic

« 100% harvester reporting

+ right whale regulations

« an attempt by NOAA to close the fishery to protect right whales

« Congressional action creating a six-year pause that avoided the closure of
the lobster fishery

+ abiglegal win for the lobster industry lead by MLA

« electronic trackers (and being sued by members of the industry)
« record high prices along with record high expenses

« offshore wind development threats

« changing stock status

« declining landings

« gauge change

This list isn’'t exhaustive, but it includes some of the highs and lows over the
years. I recognize, based on conversations with industry members, that after
all these ups and downs many lobstermen are struggling with a sense of uncer-
tainty about the future. For example, I know that many people are concerned
about the unknown impacts of the pending gauge change. On top of that we
now have President Trump’s statements about large tariffs on Canada which
could have an even bigger impact. Meanwhile, lobstering expenses remain at
an all-time high, right whales are not going away, and lobster resource issues
are front and center.

After many years of discussion, the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission’s (ASMFC)
Interstate Fisheries Management Plan for
American lobster now requires Maine to imple-
ment an increase in the minimum gauge from 3
Y% to 3 5/16 inches beginning July 1, 2025. DMR
must implement this change through a new regu-
lation, which we will be initiating in early 2025.
To be clear, this is a compliance issue for Maine,
and we do not have any discretion to choose not
to make this change.

Patrick Keliher is the
Commissioner of the

Department of Marine
Resources. DMR photo.

I know that the uncertainty this change creates
is causing additional stress in the industry due to
the unknown effects it will have, but I am also required to consider the long-
term sustainability of the lobster fishery.

While landings are not the reason for making this change (it is based on indi-
ces of juvenile abundance), it is hard not to look at our 2024 landings without
thinking about how the resource may be changing.

In 2023, Maine’s landings dropped to 94 million pounds. That’s a 38-million-
pound decrease from the 132-million-pound historic high landings in 2016. As I
look at the preliminary 2024 landings, it’s clear we will be down even more sig-
nificantly. Part of the goal for improving the spawning stock biomass through
the gauge change is to buffer the resource against changing environmental
conditions in order to provide more stability and long-term sustainability for
future generations of fishermen.

In addition, the FMP calls for a second gauge increase in 2027. Starting in 2025
I want to have additional conversations with industry regarding whether the
Fishery Management Plan should be amended before that takes place. We will
know more about how the first gauge change impacts individuals and mar-
kets, which can inform how ASMFC proceeds. Is there an alternative to a gauge
increase that the industry would prefer? With input from the Zone Councils
we have a new Area 1 Lobster Conservation Management Team (LCMT) that
I hope will take on these questions and challenges. Their input will be brought

Continued on page 4
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DMR CONDUCTS BROAD RANGE OF STUDIES IN MAINE OFFSHORE WIND
RESEARCH ARRAY LEASE AREA

By Melissa Waterman

The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has multiple research efforts un-
derway in Maine’s offshore wind research array lease area. Budget difficulties,
however, may limit or delay some of those activities in 2025.

The federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) requires studies at
lease sites that evaluate the impact of proposed activities on physical, biolog-
ical, and socioeconomic resources. The lease holder, in this case the state of
Maine, must also assess the seafloor and sub-seafloor conditions that could be
affected by the construction, installation, and operation of wind turbines, ca-
bles and supporting structures.

Maine decided to go beyond BOEM’s requirements by conducting additional
baseline surveys to develop a more comprehensive understanding of the lease
area. DMR was chosen as the lead agency for the additional surveys; $2 million
from the department’s budget was set aside annually for the studies. Research
topics came from the recommendations of the Fisheries Working Group in-
volved in the Maine Offshore Wind Roadmap, which was completed in 2022.
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According to Meredith Mendelson, DMR deputy commissioner, a downturn in
projected state revenues will require DMR to reevaluate department priorities
for the 2025-2027 budget. Half of the $2 million designated for the offshore
wind research array surveys will be reallocated to other department activities.
“There won't be funds for the next several years for certain baseline studies as
intended,” Mendelson said. Lobster surveys in the lease area are paused for the
moment as well as boat-based visual wildlife surveys.

A broad array of survey work has been done to date, however. DMR, in col-
laboration with the Governor’s Energy Office and the Maine Offshore Wind
Research Consortium, mapped the bathymetry of 337 square nautical miles in
the lease area and will continue the mapping work in May 2025. Grab samples
at 25 locations in the western quadrant of the area have been completed, pro-
viding information on the sediment characteristics of the seafloor.

Zooplankton and larval lobster surveys conducted by Bigelow Laboratory
took place between September 2023 and August 2024 in the northern section
of the lease area. Additional surveys will be conducted using a DMR vessel in
the spring. Active acoustic surveys by the Gulf of Maine Research Institute,
which detect fish and determine stock distribution, began in June 2023 and
will conclude in July 2025.

Staff from DMR’s highly migratory species office have tagged 76 sharks to gain
insight into travel patterns in the area. Twelve dedicated receivers will be in-
stalled in the area in 2025 in order to track the individual animals’ movements.
One passive acoustic monitor will be deployed in July 2025 specifically to mon-
itor baleen whales passing through the lease area.

The University of Maine and Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute have set
up three shore-based radar stations to collect surface wind data; additional
stations will be added in 2025 to get greater spatial coverage. In addition,
five underwater gliders have been deployed by the University of Maine in the
lease area to gather oceanographic data. A bottom trawl survey will begin this
month. Survey tows will be made in specific locations four times during the
year to understand the seasonal distribution of species in the area.

“This work is supported by DMR and the Fisheries Working Group because we
want to know more about this area. We will keep going as we can,” said Carl
Wilson, director of DMR’s bureau of marine science.

Keliher continued from page 3

directly to ASMFC’s Lobster Management Board for consideration.

In addition to changes in the resource, the challenges with right whales re-
main. Many of you have asked how the new Trump Administration might
change the situation. It's unknown, but it is on the top of my “To Do List.

While I am writing this, I am currently in D.C. with DMR’s lobbyist, talking with
members of Congress as we develop our next steps. Unless there is a change
in the Endangered Species Act or the Marine Mammal Protection Act, NOAA
still will be required to follow the law, and they will keep pushing hard on dra-
conian measures, and we will keep pushing back on their unfounded assump-
tions. While I can't broadcast our strategies, I can tell you it remains a full
court press that includes direct coordination with the Maine Congressional
delegation and the MLA. This issue remains my highest priority.

It is not yet clear what the new Administration might bring to the table re-
garding changes to NOAA. Frankly, I hope there are many. NOAA no longer
sees DMR as a partner they should collaborate with. We used to be but our
input, like yours, is often ignored. It is time for change that ensures that the
federal agency that oversees fisheries uses co-management to better manage
the country’s commerecial fisheries.

Two things about the Administration are more certain. One is a likely move-
ment away from offshore wind. It’s my best guess that offshore wind develop-
ment in the Gulf of Maine will not be a Trump Administration priority. The
other major change is the potential for new tariffs to significantly impact
global economics and lobster moving between the U.S. and Canada. As refer-
enced above, President Trump has proposed a 25% tariff on all products from
Canada. This could result in retaliatory tariffs, which will mean major disrup-
tions to lobster trade. We have begun talks with our delegation so they under-
stand what is at stake. There will be more to come related to changes proposed
by the new Administration.

Over the next two years my commitment is to maintain an open dialogue with
industry through expanded engagement with the lobster zone councils, the
Lobster Advisory Council, and now the Area 1 LCMT. I hope you will also make
these face-to-face conversations a priority. We might disagree at times, but
let’s not let disagreements cause us to lose sight of our mutual goal to support
the long-term health and prosperity of this tremendously important industry.
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YOUR QUESTIONS, ANSWERED: Why is the ASMFC changing the lobster gauge?

In October 2024 the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) voted
to delay an increase to the minimum legal size of lobsters to 3 5/16” in LCMA 1
until July 1, 2025. This is the third time the Commission has delayed the increase,
mandated by Addendum 27 to its lobster management plan. On July 1, 2027, the
minimum size is scheduled to increase again, to 3 3/8.

According to ASMFC, Addendum 27 was adopted as a proactive measure to pro-
tect lobster spawning stock and increase resilience of the stock as the Gulf of Maine
environment changes. We posed your questions about the gauge increase and its
conservation value to DMR lobster scientist Kathleen Reardon.

What caused the gauge change?

Since May 2023, ASFMC’s lobster management plan requires management
measures to be put in place if there’s a 35% or greater decline in lobsters just
below legal size, based on three years of ventless trap and inshore trawl surveys
from Maine, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire. In October 2023, the ASMFC
Lobster Technical Committee revealed that surveys showed a 39% decline in
small lobsters using data through 2022, triggering implementation of the gauge
increase in LCMA 1. In 2024, the trigger index was updated and showed a 44%
decline from the last stock assessment using data through 2023.

Why does Addendum 27 focus so much on gauge and vent size changes?

The ASMFC’s Lobster Technical Committee looked at different ways to pro-
tect the lobster spawning stock. Those included changes to both the minimum
and maximum gauge size, trap reductions, seasons, and quotas for the Gulf
of Maine, Outer Cape Cod, and Georges Bank Lobster Management Areas. For
Area 1, changing the minimum size was determined to have the greatest posi-
tive biological impact on the lobster population with the least negative eco-
nomic impact to the fishery, ifimplemented incrementally. The positive impact
comes because currently the fishery is harvesting lobsters before more than
50% have the opportunity to reproduce.

DMR notice
Gauge rulemaking hearings in January

Maine is required to comply with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission’s (ASMFC) Interstate Fisheries Management Plan for American
lobster. For this reason, the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is now

undertaking rule-making to change the minimum lobster gauge from 3-%
inches to 3-5/16 inches, effective July 1, 2025. The Department will be holding
two public hearings in early January. DMR will compile all comments received

at the meetings, along with Department responses, and present the package
to the DMR Advisory Council in the spring for their review and consideration.

For clarity, this rule-making DOES NOT incorporate the second required
gauge change of an additional 1/16th inch in July 2027. It also DOES NOT
include the vent changes required in July 2028. After the initial gauge
change takes effect, DMR will be convening the recently reconstituted
Lobster Conservation Management Team (LCMT) for Lobster Management
Area (LMA) 1 to advise on future management measures. The major manu-
facturer of gauges in Maine is aware of the pending change and has indi-
cated that the necessary gauges will be available.

Date, time and location of public hearings:
« January 7, 2025 at 5:00 pm at Jeff’s Catering, Brewer, ME

« January?9, 2025 at 5:00 pm in DMR’s Conference Room 118,
Marquardt Building, Augusta, and remotely via Microsoft Teams.
Remote access information is posted to www.maine.gov/dmr/home
under “meetings.’

If cancelled due to snow: an alternate hearing will be held on January 10 at
3:00 p.m. in DMR’s Conference Room 118, Marquardt Building, Augusta, and
remotely via Microsoft Teams.
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Lobstermen say they see lots of juveniles on the bottom and in places where
they used to be scarce. How can the number of small lobsters be down so much?

The survey data agree that there are still many sublegal lobsters in the Gulf
of Maine compared to 20-30 years ago, but the numbers of shorts have gone
down in recent years. When you compare the survey numbers to the last
three years of the assessment (2016-2018), they show a significant decline.
One theory is that the survivability of small lobsters has decreased, leading
to fewer sublegal lobsters. Rather than repeating waiting until lobster land-
ings fall sharply before taking action as happened in Southern New England,
ASFMC'’s lobster management plan proactively seeks to reduce the risk of a
serious decline in the Gulf of Maine by building a greater buffer in the form
of protecting more eggers.

The 2023 American Lobster Settlement Index indicates that more young lob-
sters are settling throughout the Gulf again. Why do we need to worry?

After 10 years of DMR’s settlement survey detecting relatively low numbers of
young-of the-year lobsters settling to the bottom, the 2023 numbers were up.
This coincided with warm temperatures, algal blooms, and high rainfall. We
don’t know what conditions will be in the years ahead. We could have more
years like 2023 or it could be like the 2010s, which were not as favorable for
lobster survival. By changing the minimum size while lobster abundance is still
high, the ASMFC seeks to create a buffer during the good years in order to sus-
tain the fishery in years when the conditions are less favorable.

Isn’t DMR’s data skewed because it's not surveying the areas where lobstermen
are finding juvenile lobsters?

In response to concerns from lobstermen that small lobsters may be missed
by surveys, DMR is expanding data collection. Previously, the commercial sea
sampling program completed three trips per zone per month wherever fisher-
men were fishing. Starting in September 2024, DMR began targeting four trips
split evenly between state and federal waters in each zone monthly from May
through November. In 2025, DMR will pilot a new collaborative program with
a small number of lobstermen who will be given tablets to collect and enter
lobster data themselves from their traps and from experimental ventless traps
hauled with commercial trawls in federal waters. We plan to track these data
into the future, compare to existing datasets, and hope our data will better in-
form offshore lobster dynamics.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

L obster Bands

We carry:
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire
- Inventory of trap wire in store
- Variety of sizes and colors available
- Some ftrap kits in stock
- Order any size trap kits you may need

BUOYS:
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway
Sea Master

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692
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Brian Billings, Deer Isle, 812-0287
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Herman Coombs, Ort’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow;, Bass Harbor, 460-2565
Adam Gamage, Walpole, 557-2694
Andy Havener, Friendship, 542-1466
Richard Howland, Islesford, 460-3016
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 271-7199
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
John McCarthy, Vinalhaven, 863-9984
Troy Plummer, Boothbay, 350-7280
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
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Maine Lobstermen's
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2 Storer St., suite 203
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207-967-4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

STEAMING AHEAD
BY PATRICE MCCARRON, MLA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

With 2024 behind us, it’s important to reflect on the re-
silience and the challenges that have come to define the
Maine lobster fishery, which is so deeply embedded in the
state’s economy and identity. Like so many recent years,
2024 was a year filled with ups and downs, yet it was, in
many ways, historic. The common thread through all of it
was MLA’s steady presence — listening to lobstermen, at-
tending meetings, networking, sharing information, writ-
ing letters — as we pursued our mission with passion and
determination to sustain a healthy lobster fishery.

The year got off to a difficult start when the Maine coast
experienced unprecedented damage from two devasting
storms in January. Later that month, we received the shock-
ing news of the first right whale death in Maine lobster gear.

The federal government moved forward in 2024 with several
controversial programs. It began tracking federal lobster
boats and requiring them to submit electronic Vessel Trip
Reports (e-VTR). It invested over $18 million to develop rope-
less fishing technology, and in October, issued four commer-
cial offshore wind leases in the

in the areas where Maine lobstermen fish. DMR largely
erased that problem in 2024. In less than a year, DMR used
$17 million from Congress to build an entire right whale
monitoring program from the ground up. It is an incredible
accomplishment.

The state now monitors the presence and absence of right
whales through acoustic listening devices, vessel-based,
and aerial surveys. The acoustic devices are deployed in
a grid at 26 sites across all Maine’s waters out to Area 3.
In 2024, the vessel-based survey covered nearly 1,000 nm
within 25 miles from shore and the aerial survey covered
nearly 4,400 nm from the beach out to Area 3. DMR now
has a modeler and plankton scientist amongst its many
new science staff and is working to develop its own right
whale risk model.

While herring and groundfishermen grapple with the mas-
sive quota cuts announced in 2024, and the shrimp fish-
ery remains closed, lobster remains a healthy, sustainable
resource that continues to support a profitable fishery.

In 2023, lobster landings

Gulf of Maine. The Atlantic
States  Marine  Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) added
to lobstermen’s frustrations
by keeping alive its plan to in-
crease the minimum lobster
measure, which was ultimate-
ly delayed to 2025.

The MLA faced its own chal-
lenges when its Chief Operating
Officer resigned, leading to a
year of restructuring,

2024 also offered glimmers of
hope. Our coastal communi-
ties came together to rebuild
Maine’s working waterfronts
and fishing infrastructure.
The Governor, Legislature
and DMR rallied and provid-
ed $60 million to support the
rebuilding and may have set
a new government speed re-
cord by funding 68 projects by
August. Senator Collins secured an additional $15 million
to support ongoing investments in working waterfronts.

In May, the D.C. federal court finally took the wind out of
the sails of a coalition of national environmental groups by
dismissing its 2018 lawsuit that nearly dismantled Maine’s
lobster industry by forcing more closures, weak rope and
trap cuts scheduled for 2024. Congress paused implemen-
tation of these measures in December, 2022, and coupled
with MLASs historic court victory against the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the court’s previous rul-
ings in the case were nullified.

After several years of nothing but bad news on the fate of
right whales, 2024 brought some good news. We now have
three years of data showing an increase in the number of
right whales. As of October 2024, the population totaled
372 whales and NMFS upgraded the previous population
low from 332 whales in 2020 to 358 whales. The turnaround
is a result of a variety of factors, but most significantly,
births now exceed deaths. Over the last five years, 77 right
whale calves have been born, and right whale deaths have
declined from peaks in 2017 and 2019. And NMFS now
counts calves when they are born rather than waiting for
them to be resighted. Also on the whale front, the MLAs
defamation lawsuit against the Monterey Bay Aquarium is
still working its way through the court, and MLA hopes for
a positive outcome in 2025.

One of the things that really hurt the lobster industry in the
last round of whale rules was a lack of data on right whales

Standing ready for the next year. MLA photo.

were down but the value
increased by $75 million
making it a solid season
for most lobstermen. 2024
is shaping up to be similar.
Once all of the lobsters are
counted and the dollars
added up, DMR expects to
see areduction in landings
but an increase in the val-
ue of the fishery because
of this year’s strong boat
price.

The economic health
of the lobster fishery is
among the many chal-
lenges the lobster indus-
try will face as we move
into 2025. The interplay
between predicted reduc-
tions in landings and the
need to maintain strong
markets to support a
healthy boat price has fueled the controversy over the
gauge change within the industry.

Despite efforts of the MLA and many others to oppose the
gauge increase, and after being delayed three times, the
minimum size will increase to 3 5/16” in July. The DMR
will conduct rulemaking and hold two public hearings in
January to comply with ASMFC. It will be frustrating for
everyone to attend public hearings knowing that you can-
not change the outcome. Nevertheless, the MLA will con-
tinue to tell regulators that lobstermen are seeing lots of
small lobsters in their traps and believe the resource is
healthy and are worried about lost revenue and market
impacts of the measure increase. The MLA will not waver
in its opposition and will redouble its effort to prevent the
second measure increase scheduled for 2027.

The MLA will also persist in calling for ASMFC to remove
the 24/7 provision from the electronic tracker require-
ment. The MLA supports improving data on the lobster
fishery, but a data collection program should not track
lobstermen on their personal time. Five Maine lobstermen
challenged Maine’s implementation of the tracker require-
ment in Bangor District Court, but the judge dismissed
the lawsuit in November, ruling in favor of the state. The
lobstermen are appealing this decision. The MLA believes
this can be solved through the management process and is
optimistic that we will be successful in removing the 24/7
requirement in 2025.

Offshore wind is one of those issues that every fisherman
seems to agree on — it does not belong in Gulf of Maine!
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The lobster industry earned a big win in March when the federal government
announced that commercial offshore wind development would not be allowed
in Lobster Management Area 1. The removal of LMA 1 from the offshore wind
leasing process was a result of significant advocacy from MLA and many oth-
er fishing industry groups, and strong support from Governor Mills and the
Maine Congressional delegation.

Despite this win, there are now two leases that could impact Maine fishermen.
The first is the state of Maine’s research array which is moving forward in part-
nership with Diamond Offshore Wind. The state leased 15,000 acres located 28
miles offshore in Zones D and E where it plans to build 12 floating turbines us-
ing the University of Maine’s platform technology. This lease proposal slipped
through the process before LMA 1 was taken off the table.

The second is a commercial development that could be developed by Invenergy
NE Offshore Wind which paid $4.9 million for a 98,000 acre lease located
46 miles off midcoast Maine. Most political observers agree that the Trump
Administration is unlikely to get behind offshore wind which could stall the
Gulf of Maine projects. Rest assured that the MLA will continue its efforts to
keep offshore wind development out of the Gulf of Maine.

The MLA’s strength lies in its advocacy for Maine lobstermen and I am confi-
dent that the MLA is well-prepared to tackle the next phases of right whale,
offshore wind and lobster management issues. Our efforts will be bolstered by
MLASs historic court win in 2022 and the Supreme Court decision in 2024 to do
away with “Chevron deference.” No longer will the courts simply defer to the
federal agency when interpretation of a law is unclear. The MLA will continue
to work closely with our Congressional delegation to ensure that federal agen-
cies do not over-reaching its authority.

In 2025, MLA will work to expand our programs beyond the policy arena build-
ing on programs started in 2024. The MLA was partner in a study published by
the University of Maine identifying socio-economic indicators of resilience in
the lobster industry, and is now collaborating with Maine Center for Coastal
Fisheries to conduct an economic survey of the lobster industry to provide the
data we need to determine the impact of future management measures. We
will again work with Fishing Partnership Support Services to bring free safe-
ty trainings to harbors in Maine. The MLA also plans to spend more time in
coastal communities, meeting members on the docks to hear their thoughts
on what is most important for the lobster fishery.

It’s impossible to predict what the new year will bring. Whatever happens,
know that the MLA will continue to listen carefully to our members to use our
collective strength to preserve our lobster fishery so it will sustain our coastal
communities and heritage over the next 70 years.

I am excited to be back as MLA's Executive Director and I am looking to the
new year with a strong sense of optimism.

Happy New Year!

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY

The MLA Directors met on December 5. President Kristan Porter welcomed
board members and guests. Erin Summers and Kevin Staples gave a presenta-
tion on the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) gear library and gear test-
ing program. The funding for these programs was provided by Congress as part
of the six-year pause on whale rules in order to collect data on right whales in
the Gulf of Maine and to test alternative gear.

DMR established the Gear Library to collaborate with fishermen in testing
experimental gear and evaluate what works, what does not work, and why. It
is important that industry input is not limited to fishermen in Canada and
Massachusetts who are not able to fish with traditional gear due to high co-
occurrence with right whales. Fishermen are compensated for gear testing as
well as training. The rate varies depending on boat size and whether gear is
tested on a fishing or non-fishing day.

DMR has established four gear hubs — in Brunswick, Boothbay Harbor,
Stonington, and Addison — to ensure lobstermen and gillnetters can access the
gear. The gear library includes lift bags and stowed rope options from a variety
of manufacturers. The gear library currently has 209 acoustic release units, and
52 spring release and 46 timed-release units. DMR can outfit more than 60 ves-
sels with gear. There are five fishermen actively testing gear, but many more are
in the process to test gear. To date, DMR has documented mixed results; some
gears have worked well while others have not. DMR communicates results to
gear developers and does not continue to deploy gear that does not work.

MLA directors reiterated opposition to ropeless fishing. The board acknowl-
edged the importance of testing gear to document why it is not an appropriate
solution for the Maine lobster fishery. DMR noted that NMFS has not yet set a
new risk reduction goal for the next round of whale rules, so it is impossible to
know if Maine will face more closures and how much pressure there will be to
adopt ropeless fishing.

DMR scientist Sarah Leiter presented an overview of DMR’s right whale aerial
and vessel surveillance programs. She worked as a sternman for eight years so
understands the importance of integrating lobstermen’s perspectives in the
right whale monitoring program. She wants to be sure lobstermen understand
the program and seeks feedback to ensure that industry priorities are addressed.

DMR’s right whale survey program includes both aerial and vessel-based sur-
veys. The goal is to improve understanding of where and when right whales are
using the Gulf of Maine and to fill date gaps. To date in 2024, DMR conducted
13 vessel surveys covering nearly 1,000 nm within 25 to 30 miles from shore.
These surveys detected a variety of large whales but no right whales. Fifteen
aerial surveys were conducted from July to November covering 4,350 nm from
the beach into Area 3 waters. Nine right whales were observed in two detec-
tions. One flight sighted a right whale on Jeffreys while another sighted a group
of eight near the Bay of Fundy. DMR’s data is available on www.whalemap.org
as it becomes available. DMR also has an expansive passive acoustic array set
up on a grid at 26 sites. These are not real-time recordings; the devices must be
retrieved and data downloaded.

DMR asked for input on priorities for these surveys, where to focus resources,
and how best to share results with the industry. MLA Directors were strongly in
favor of conducting more surveys around the LMA 1 closure. In terms of specif-
ic priorities, the board believes it will be important to survey areas identified as
high risk by the Large Whale Take Reduction Team (TRT) since those areas are
more likely to have closures or other strict measures. The Board also suggested
incorporating opportunistic data into the models. Suggestions included hav-
ing lobstermen sign affidavits when they don’t see whales, though DMR noted
that lobstermen are working and not looking for whales, or to have DMR sea
samplers certify days that they don’t observe right whales. DMR appreciated
the suggestions, noting that the department has a staff member focused on
citizen science. The Board recommended that DMR distribute survey results in
monthly or quarterly updates and include the reports in Landings.

DMR explained that there is no guarantee that Maine's right whale data will
make it into NMFS’ model. NMFS plans to include data through 2023, the year
before DMR began collecting data, and update whale data every two years.
Fortunately, DMR is developing its own model and has hired a new plankton
scientist who will work on the model. DMR will also publish the results of its
work so it will be considered best available science.

Kristan thanked DMR staff for sharing their work with MLA. He then opened
the business portion of the meeting. The primary business item was to review
and approve the 2025 MLA budget as presented by the Finance Committee and
discuss the nomination process to elect board members at the 2025 Annual
Meeting. On behalf of the MLA Finance Committee, Treasurer Jarod Bray pre-
sented the 2025 budget which was approved by the Board. The Board formed a
nominating committee to move forward MLA’ election process for 2025. The
MLA Board will have a retreat in January to set its plan for next year.

Membership director Sunshine Mechtenburg reported that membership is go-
ing well. She has received a strong response to a recent membership mailer.
Patrice updated the board on MLA’s collaboration with a Maine Center for Coastal

Continued on page 8
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THE MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION
71st Annual Meeting

Friday, February 28 at 9 a.m.
at the Samoset Resort in Rockport.

The meeting will address issues important to the
lobster industry such as lobster management,
future right whale protection measures, and off-
shore wind development.

We want to hear from you!
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MLA Update continued from page 7

Studies project. It is a “redo” of the 2010 Lobster Industry Economic study done in
partnership with GMRI. The phone survey will be completed from March through
May to collect quarterly data from lobstermen. Participation is voluntary but
strongly encouraged. The business has changed significantly since 2010, and it
is important to update the data to understand the economic impact of offshore
wind, new whale rules, and other management measures on the lobster industry.

MLA ANNUAL MEETING AND SOCIAL AT THE FORUM

The MLA's 71st Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, February 28, at 9:00 a.m.
at the Samoset during the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. The meeting will address
issues important to the lobster industry such as lobster management, right
whales, and offshore wind development.

On Friday after the close of the Trade Show and seminars, the MLA will host a
social hour at the Samoset Golf Club. MLA will provide one free drink ticket to
each attendee. Members and those who are curious about the MLA are invited
to come and hang out with us!

RIGHT WHALE UPDATE

NMES convened the Take Reduction Team on December 20 to provide an up-
date on the estimated population size, review right whale entanglements, and
start discussing a risk reduction target for meetings next year.

As of December 23, three right whale calves have been identified. The right
whale calving season runs mid-November through mid-April. Researchers
closely monitor the southeastern Atlantic coast for right whale mother/calf
pairs. Right whale calving rates have been improving since the historic low of
zero in 2018. Seven calves were identified in 2019, 10 in 2020, 20 in 2021, 15
in 2022, 12 in 2023, and 20 in 2024. More information on the 2025 right whale
calving season can be found at hitps://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/endan-
gered-species-conservation/north-atlantic-right-whale-calving-season-2025.

Right whales appear to be on the move, as two right whales were spotted feed-
ing in Cape Cod Bay in mid-November. There have been many voluntary slow

zones offshore of Maine, Cape Cod, Nantucket, New York, New Jersey, Maryland,
Virginia, and southeast of New York/New Jersey in effect through December 11.
Near-real-time whale detections and opportunistic right whale sightings can
be seen at https://whalemap.org/WhaleMap/.

OFFSHORE WIND NEWS

Cutbacks in Maine’s offshore wind research — According to Maine DMR, fund-
ing for research related to Maine’s offshore wind research array will be cut in
half due to a projected budget shortfall in state revenue. Half of the $2 million
allocated for lobster surveys and wildlife surveys in the lease area will be redi-
rected to other priorities.

RODA loses appeal on offshore wind lawsuit — On December 5, the First Circuit
Appellate Court upheld the lower court’s ruling, which held that fishermen are
largely unable to bring claims related to environmental or aesthetic impacts
to assert standing. The appeals court also reaffirmed the agency’s ability to se-
lectively include information in its decision-making. In its statement, RODA
wrote that it is “extremely disappointed” in the appeals court rule which “ig-
nores the deep, direct connection that our members, who work on the water
every day, have with the ocean environment, falsely construing them as merely
profit-seeking business owners. It is both perplexing and troubling that the
court’s decision suggests that a hobbyist or casual nature observer has more
standing to understand or challenge potential environmental harm than pro-
fessional fishermen whose livelihoods, communities, and very identity depend
on the health of the sea”

RODA continued, “Although the First Circuit ruling showed a persistent lack of
understanding regarding fishermen, the ocean environment, and a fundamen-
tally flawed offshore wind leasing process, the most important goal remains to
protect the environment and domestic food production. With dozens more off-
shore wind projects slated in our oceans, and lessons learned every day about
the serious consequences of poor planning, it is now more critical than ever that
concerned citizens work together to support our fishing communities. RODA re-
mains committed to that task and will continue to advocate for the rights of com-
mercial fishermen and the protection of the marine ecosystem they depend on.”

MLA Seeks Nominations for Board of Directors

MLA Members -- Don’t miss your opportunity
to influence the future of your organization and your industry!

Did you know?
e MLA Directors are elected for a 3-year term

e MLA Directors meet monthly (except August)
e Board members expected to attend at least 4 meetings/yr
Overview of MLA Board

Maximum # of Board members: 21

Current Board: 21 members

Number of Directors with Terms expiring: 7

Average age of MLA Board: 48

Youngest MLA Board member: 29

Oldest MLA Board member: 76

MLA Board representation

2025 Board Priorities

Zone A 4 (2 expiring)
Zone B 3 (1 expiring)
Zone C 4 (1 expiring)
ZoneD 3

ZoneE 2

Zone F 2 (2 expiring)
Zone G 3 (2 expiring)
Islands represented: 5

Dedicated lobstermen who
care about the future of the
industry

Lobstermen who can talk
about the industry’s needs
and priorities

Balanced industry represen-
tation across the state

MLA Director Nomination Form (detach and return)

Nomination Requirements

To make a nomination, you must be an MLA Name:

Nominee Information (must be MLA member)

member in good standing.

All nominees must hold a Maine lobster license &
be an MLA member in good standing.

Deadline for nominations: January 31, 2025.

Feel free to nominate yourself, or someone else.

Zone:

Fishing Port:

Town of residence:

Please let us know how this nominee could contribute to the MLA Board:

Thank you
for helping to keep
the MLA strong!

Name:

Person submitting nomination (must be MLA member)

Lobster Lic. #:

Mail your nomination to the MLA office: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043
Or feel free to call in your nomination to 967-4555 or email: patrice@mainelobstermen.org.
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The Trump Administration and Offshore Wind - the Associated Press quoted
fisheries attorney Drew Minkiewicz that, “there is excitement in the [ fishing]
industry that offshore wind will basically be contained to its existing footprint
and nothing beyond that, referring to the fishing industry’s strong opposition
to offshore wind development.

ASMFC SHRIMP

On December 12, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s (ASMFC)
Northern Shrimp Section voted to keep the shrimp fishing moratorium in place
for the 2025 fishing year. The 2024 Stock Assessment Update indicates the north-
ern shrimp stock has been at low levels of biomass for over the past decade de-
spite a fishing moratorium since 2014. The 2023 summer survey indices of abun-
dance, biomass, and recruitment were the lowest in the 1984-2023 time-series.

Given the continued industry interest in data collection, ASMFC approved a
pilot industry-funded winter sampling program for 2025 with a research set-
aside quota of 26.5 metric tons (~ 58,400 pounds). The pilot sampling program
is scheduled to run through March or until the quota is reached. The goal of
the program is to collect wintertime biological data during the moratorium.
Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts will outline the provisions of the
pilot sampling program, determine a start date, and select the number of par-
ticipants.

The Shrimp Section also approved for public comment Draft Amendment 4 to
the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Northern Shrimp, which considers
options to allow for longer moratoria (i.e., two-, three-, or five-year moratoria
as opposed to setting a closed season annually). The Draft Amendment also
considers adding recruitment and temperature triggers to the management
toolbox that could signal when biological and/or environmental conditions
are favorable to support stock rebuilding and a sustainable fishery. Finally, it
considers allowing specifications setting timeframe for measures subject to
change to be done via an addendum rather than an amendment. Public hear-
ings on Draft Amendment 4 will be conducted in 2025. The Draft Amendment
will be available on the Commission’s website under Public Input at https://
asmfc.org/about-us/public-input in late December.

2024 INSHORE HERRING, MENHADEN FISHERIES CLOSED IN NOV.

Maine’s menhaden episodic event set aside fishery closed on October 31 while
the non-commercial harvest closed on November 30. DMR reports that non-
compliance with the daily reporting requirement for menhaden remains a
problem, resulting in overages and lost harvesting opportunities statewide.

As of December 12, 49% of the 20,141 mt Atlantic herring quota had been land-
ed. ASMFC closed the directed Area 1A herring fishery on November 12 be-
cause 92% of the quota had been landed. However, 79 mt of quota remain in
Area 1B, 62 mt in Area 2, and 3,791 mt in Area 3. The fixed gear set-aside of 30
metric tons was available to fixed gear fishermen operating in Area 1A west of
Cutler through December 31, 2024.

MAINE HALIBUT LICENSES AVAILABLE

The 2025 commercial and recreational halibut fishing license and halibut tags
are available for purchase through LEEDs, DMR’s online licensing and landings

system, or in-person at the DMR Augusta office (32 Blossom Lane) on Monday,
Tuesday, or Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., or can be dropped in a secured
drop box at DMR.

DMR anticipates new halibut rulemaking this winter to adjust halibut measures
to match reduced quota. DMR will update the Halibut Compliance Guide for
FY2025 when rulemaking is complete. The U.S. quota for Atlantic Halibut has
been reduced to 35 mt for FY2025. While Maine was successful at increasing the
percentage of the halibut allotted to Maine's state fishery, Maine state waters
sub-component will be reduced from 16 mt to 9.1 mt. If you are not a federal
permit holder who fishes for halibut outside the state halibut season, you can
wait to purchase your halibut license and tags until the outcome of the rule-
making process is known, so that you may make an informed decision regarding
whether or not you wish to purchase a license to participate in the 2025 fishing
season. NO REFUNDS will be issued following the implementation of the new
measures if you purchase your license and tags before rulemaking is complete.

MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE RECONVENES IN JANUARY

The First Regular Session of the 132nd Maine Legislature reconvenes in January
2025. The Maine Senate elected Mattie Daughtry (D-Brunswick) to serve as
Senate President; Maine House elected Ryan Fecteau (D-Biddeford) to serve as
Speaker of the House. The deadline for legislators to submit bill titles is January
10, 2025. The Marine Resources Committee will be a mix of new and returning
members. The Committee will meet in Room 206 of the Cross Building. The
clerk can be reached at 207-287-1337 or mar@legislature.maine.gov.

Marine Resources Committee members

Rep Cheryl Golek of Harpswell (D)
Cheryl.Golek@Legislature.Maine.gov
(207) 535-9857

Sen Denise Tepler of Sagadahoc (D), Chair
Denise.Tepler@legislature.maine.gov
207-729-4018

Sen Marianne Moore of Washington (R)
Marianne.Moore@legislature.maine.gov
207-952-2050

Rep Morgan Rielly of Westbrook (D)
Morgan.Rielly@Legislature.Maine.gov

Rep Abden Simmons of Waldoboro (R)
Abden.Simmons@Legislature.Maine.gov
(207) 446-4518

Sen Cameron Reny of Lincoln (D)
Cameron.Reny@legislature.maine.gov
207-287-1515

Rep Tiffany Strout of Harrington (R)
Tiffany.Strout@Legislature.Maine.gov
(207) 598-7043

Rep Alison Hepler of Woolwich (D), Chair
Alison.hepler@legislature.maine.gov
(207) 319-4396

Rep Jim Thorne of Carmel (R)
James.Thorne@Legislature.Maine.gov
(207) 735-5827

Rep Holly Eaton of Deer Isle (D)
Holly.Eaton@legislature.maine.gov
(207) 610-9281

Rep Peter Wood of Norway (R)
Peter.Wood@Legislature.Maine.gov
(207) 890-3324

Rep Wayne Farrin of Jefferson (D)
Wayne.Farrin@legislature.maine.gov
(207) 592-9057

Anne Davison - OPLA Analyst
Anne.Davison@Legislature.Maine.gov
287-1670

Rep Irene Gifford of Lincoln (D)
Irene.Gifford@Legislature.Maine.gov
(207) 290-5087

MLA BUSINESS MEMBER OF THE MONTH: STORMLINE

One of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association’s newest business members is
the international commercial rain gear company Stormline. Founded in New
Zealand in the 1960s, today the company is still run by the founder’s family.
“We're still a small family business, third genera-

Stormline came to Maine via word of mouth. Downeast Fishing Gear in Trenton
started carrying the company’s products after a local fisherman came in and
told the owners that they had to stock them. “They tried us out and they liked
us,” McMillan said. Hamilton Marine stores also

tion,” said Regan McMillan, Stormline sales direc-
tor. “In that we are like alot of Maine’s lobstermen.”

The company has focused on quality materials
and constant innovation in its wet weather lines
since its inception. A recent addition to its com-
mercial fishing line is a full-length bib complete
with flotation, a wearable PFD. The bib uses spe-
cially engineered closed-cell foam in the upper
back to elevate the body above the water. It was
praised by fishermen participating the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health PFD
testing project several years ago. “We make sure
that the materials and designs are as good as they
can be and people appreciate that,” McMillan said.

carry Stormline gear.

Choosing to become an MLA business member
simply made sense, McMillan said. “We want to
help support lobstermen. It’s been difficult for
them the past few years, with the whale rules and
offshore wind farms. Lobstering is a way of life but
it’s also a family industry as well. T lere’s lots of
similarities from where we come from”

Stormline
sales@stormlinegear.com
508-258-4770
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John and Brendan Ready
Machias Savings Bank
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
First National Bank
Donald Sussman
Gifts $5,000 - $9,999 Carl & Barbara Henlein Joshua Todd John Daggett
Hamilton Marine Chip Johnson Turd Pollack Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson
. Eric Davis
- Maine Aquaculture Assoc.
The Reny Charitable Joss P Eh A Si Gifts $300 - $499 Kyle Doughty
Foundation ©ss Finkham, A silver Andrew Adam Jennifer Elwyn, in honor of
Andrew Stanley _meg Jason Alley George N. Sewall
Town of Swans lsland Kristan Porter Timothy Alley Michael Floyd
David Thomas, Thomas Eric Anderson James Foorman
Lobster Co. Dustin Emery Terence Gray
Gifts $3,000 - $4,999 Town of Vinalhaven Mark Nordli Jonathan Gugel, in honor of
Wicked Wines i Travis Otis Dale Torrey
Lee Wai_:k_mson Cheryl & Justin Ryan, The Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson,
_ John Williams Dairy Corner, in honor of in honor of the Steele family
Gifts $2,000 - $2,999 Dave Provencher Judith Gary
Eric Beal Gifts $500 - $999 Charles H. Tarbox, in honor of ~ Kendall Hall
John & Cathy Chipman Brian Alley John W. Tarbox Curtis & Sally Haskell, /n honor
T f Cranb Is| Travis Alley of Ed & Mary Blackmore
(?W” O ran_ Crry 1S1€S Nicholas Beaudoin Gifts $100 - $299 Stephen & Lisa Hewitt
Vinalhaven Lions Club Stephen Burns, in honor of Fred Adair Natalee Hitz
Lobster Bake Peter Murphy James Austin Christopher Hodgkins
Dirigo Federal Credit Union & Daniel Backman, Sr. Lawrence Hodgkins
. Auburn Lobster Festival Kenneth Banks Polly Hoffman, in honor of
Gifts $1,000- 51,999 . )
.s $ Erick Harjula Louis & Anne Bigliani, in honor ~ Sandy Boardman
Laurence Ames Bruce Erwin Johnson Norman Brazer, Jr. Christopher Jenness
Judge W. Kennedy Boone, Il David Johnson Jennifer Buermann, in honor of Dana Johnson
Michael Bowser Thomas & Karen Guest, /n honor  Peter Murphy Mark Jones
David & Deborah Brooks of Bobby & Charles Ingalls Stephen & Joanne Burns Spencer & Wendy Joyce
) R Kellett
Dwight Carver Clayton Joyce Albert Buswell oger Kelle o
) f Christopher Kelsey Dylan Carroll The Kelley Family, in honor of
City of Ellsworth Kristofer Koerber John & Diane Clarner, in Gene Kelley
Cool As a Moose New England Marine & Industrial  Aonor of Sandra Boardman ~ Shannon Kinney, in honor of
David Cousens Robert Odlin John Clinton Joan Sigrid Ames
Bruce Fernald Harold Poole, /in honor of F/V Dan Colacino Steven & Doris Klemenz, /n
Bruce Groening Isla Faith Lydia Coleman honor of James E. Klemenz

David Thurlow Emily Conway Keith Lane
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Burton Leach

Barbara Malandrino

Carl Mclntire

James McMahan, Jr.

Marissa McMahan

Jack Merrill

Timothy Morgan

Dan Morris

Randy Newcomb

NH Commercial Fishermen’s
Association

Willem Nieuwkerk

Chelsea Nunan

Cody Nunan

Robert Oberlander

George Olsen

Russell Pancoast

Clarence Preble

Bonnie Remar, in honor of
Gary & Bonnie Castanino

Karen Rizkalla, /in honor of Joan
Armstrong

Samuel Rosen

Michael Sherman

Vicky Sherwood, /n honor of
Albert & Barbara Sherwood

Patricia Snow, in honor of
Sandy Boardman

Theodore Spurling, Jr.

Sherman Stanley

Meg & Sam Steere, in honor
of Sandra Peabody Boardman

David Sullivan

Megan Swift, in honor of
Edward & Mary Blackmore

David Tarr

D. Craig & Shirley Thompson,
in honor of William “Buzz”
Ropes Il

Michael Tripp

Richard Waldron

Virlinda Walsh, /n honor of
Sandy Boardman

Karl Virgin

Phil Wilde

Richard & Sharon Wilson

Gifts Under $100

Nancy Beal, /n honor of
Ossie Beal

Robert Beal

Morna Bell

BJ Benica

Ellen M. Black

Ellen Black, /n honor of
L. Denley Chase

Vance & Sari Bunker, in honor
of Joan S. Ames

Ernest Burgess

Col. Charles Brule, Ret., /in
honor of all hardworking
Maine lobstermen

Patricia Callahan

Sheila Callahan

Wayne Canning

John Chipman, Jr.

Jane Conrad

Benjamin Crocker

James Crutchfield, /n honor of
James Crutchfield

John Dykstra ll, in honor of
Charles Wandell Gerry

Laurence Franco

Friendship Lobster Treats

Captain Larry Fuhrman

Richard Garcia, RG Tax
Accounting and Resolution

Sandra Gates

Green Alien Cannabis Company

Kathye Gorham, in honor of
Dick & Evelynne Small

Lars Helman

David King

Michael & Hope Hilton, in honor
of Peter Murphy

Susan G. Lane, /n honor of
David & Mary Black

Thomas Marr

Robert McMahan

Richard Nagel

Richard Nelson

Paul Nickels & Carrie Hewitt-
Nickels, in honor of Peter
Murphy

Patricia Olsen

Robert O’Reilly

Clayton Philbrook

Larry & Dale Scott, /in honor of
Peter Murphy

Ralph Slaven

Jim Smith

Robert F. Smith, Jr., /in honor of
Charles W. Gerry

Gary Strout

Donald Ulrickson

Carol Weidner

Roger Woodman, Jr.

Your donation is a direct investment in the future of Maine’s lobster industry
and our state’s lobstering heritage—and means hope for the future of Maine lobstermen.

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

“a dollar a day”
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AQUAMESH"

Manufactured by Riverdale Mills

Trusted
Durable
Unmatched
Ocean tough

=]=RIVERDALE

riverdale.com | sales@riverdale.com | 1.800.762.6374

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

THE MLMC IS EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE NEW MARKETING INITIATIVES DESIGNED
TO INCREASE DEMAND FOR MAINE LOBSTER AS A PREMIUM COMMODITY IN
2025, TARGETING BOTH CONSUMERS AND WHOLESALE BUYERS.

OUR STRATEGIC PLAN INCLUDES:

A comprehensive digital toolkit aimed at inspiring
restaurants to uplevel their menus with Maine Lobster.

An exclusive, behind-the-scenes industry tour in
Maine, specifically tailored for our large-scale
wholesale buyers to provide them with a
first-hand experience of our operations.

The creation and distribution of engoging visual
content that underscores the premium quality
of Maine Lobster.

Partnerships with a variety of influencers to
create content featuring Maine Lobster as a
centerpiece in any and all celebratory events.

©O 0 O

wwWw.lobsterfrommaine.com

ﬂ facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine instOgrom.com/lobsterfrommoine
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/Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\
Celebrating our 75th year in business: 1949-2024!

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261

\, /
BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME Wakefield, RI
(207) 434-5791 (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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* Marine
Power

CA

ASKUS ABOUT OUR
CUSTOMER VALUE
AGREEMENTS (CVA)

470/600@1800rpm A Rating
670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating
803@2100rpm D Rating

For Marine Engine Sales, contact

John Dendas
Marine Market Manager
774-573-638 « John_Dendas@miltoncat.com

Evan O’Connor
Marine Sales Representative
603-493-2139 « Evan_0O'Connor@miltoncat.com

Milton @ miltoncat.com

C18

Available for new
boat installations
and repowers.

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer Marine Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and Industrial, LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine Company, Inc.
Narragansett, Rl

Hallam Marine
Coventry, RI

Cape & Island
Electronic Diesel
Mashpee, MA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from 0’Hara?

BLACK GOD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT

TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

50 LB BAGS

FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

¥ RIENDSHIP "
Or B >
WAXTRAP CO.
BUILT THE BEST. BUILT TO LAST. BUILT YOUR WAY.
VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.FRIENDSHIPTRAP.COM

WE’RE READY FOR
YOUR TRAP & KIT ORDERS

We are proud of our workforce at Friendship Trap, a great mix of
experience, work ethic and attitude!

Combine that with short lead times, great products and
unbeatable service, and what do you get?

The FRIENDSHIP DIFFERENCE!

OUR BUSINESS IS BUILDING YOUR
LOBSTER GEAR.

Attention Area 3 Lobstermen!

5/8” Whale Link The Maine Mold
Rope Link is the safest
breakaway link
alternative
available
when properly
installed.

e Twisted 3-strand
e Green and black
tracer

* NOAA approved

SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC
FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200 (207) 354-2545

Mike Wadsworth
mikew@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0841

Jerry Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0842

Jimmy Emerson — Columbia Falls
jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 483-6555 (800) 339-6558

DEPENDABILITY

L QUALITY (

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street

Rockland, ME 04841

oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856
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BELFAST YORK

101 FRONT STREET 15 HANNAFORD DR
207-606-2440 207-363-0220

We're here for you LIFERAFT

SERVICES

Twin Disc customers
Bobby Strong and

Jack White
LIFERAFT INSPECTION / REPACK

PICKUP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE IN ME, NH, MA

EPIRB BATTERY IMMERSION SUIT
NORTH ATLANTIQ POWER PRODUCTS REPLACEMENT INSPECTION
15 Continental Drive — Exeter, NH 03833 ACR & McMURDO FACTORY CERTIFIED PRESSURE/LEAK TEST & REPAIRS

Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email: djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York
& New Jersey

NEW EQUIPMENT SALES

FLARES, RAFTS, SUITS, ELECTRONICS, ETC.

207-363-0220
SurvivalAtSea.com

\/E]l BOATER €

HAMILTON 800-639-2715 hamiltonmarine.com

MARINE —-——

Thank you for shopping with us in 2024! We look forward
to seeing you in-store or online in the year to come!

Kittery « Portland * Rockland « Searsport « SW Harbor « Jonesport
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MLA BUSINESS MEMBERS

Show your support for these businesses!

ACCOUNTING

Accountalent

Joseph Faris

Bridgeton, ME

207-227-9429 jr@accountalent.com
www.accountalent.com

AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com

MLA members can get 25% off order

Acadian Seaplants
Jacob Patryn
800-575-9100
Jonesport, ME 04648
infomaine@acadian.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

Weirs GMC Buick

877-861-0700

info@weirsbuickgmc.com
www.weirsbuickgmc.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get free Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS

Gulf of Maine Bait

4 Blueberry Lane
Rockport, MA 01966
978-888-4114
gulfofmaine@gmail.com

CBS Lobster
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Harbor Bait
207-633-2214
harborbait@outlook.com
www.harborbait.net

Louisiana Bait Products
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

M & B Fish Co.
603) 547-0672
Mbfishco@gmail.com

Nor’east Bait
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com
81 off per bucket

Venture Bait
(207) 852-3321
Venturebait@gmail.com

William Coffin & Sons
207-497-5765

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
Brooklin Boatyard

(207) 359-2236
info@brooklinboatyard.com
www.brooklinboatyard.com/

Farrin’s Boatshop
(207) 563-5510
www.farrinsboatshop.com

John’s Bay Boat Co.
207-644-8261

jbbcol@gmail.com
www.johnsbayboatcompany.com

New Meadows Marina
207-443-4254
service@newmeadowsmarina.com
www.newmeadowsmarine.com

Royal River Boat Repair
207-846-9577

alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com

$1000 discount for hull or top

Yankee Marina
(207) 846-4326
www.yankeemarina.com

DOCKS/MARINE CONSTRUCTION
Custom Float Services

888-844-9666

info@customfloat.com
https://customfloat.com/

Waterfront Solutions of New England
(603) 380-8817
https://waterfrontsolutionsne.com/

EDUCATIONAL

Finestkind Scenic Cruises

(207) 646-5227
https://www.finestkindcruises.com/

Maine Sea Grant
207.581.1435
umseagrant@maine.edu
https://seagrant.umaine.edu

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
207-798-2001
peter@seacoasttoursme.com
https://seacoasttoursme.com

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA 98225

888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA members.

DuraBrite Inc.

201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Free shipping for MLA members

Navroc Marine Electronics
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
WWW.Nnavroc.com

FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Agri-Access

Mathew Senter

207-557-8755
matthew.senter@agri-access.com

Atlantic Wealth Planning Group
207.213.6007
https://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/
team/atlantic-wealth-planning-group/

Bar Harbor Bank
888-853-7100
https://www.barharbor.bank

CEI (Coastal Enterprises)
504-5900 www.ceimaine.org

Farm Credit East
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

First National Bank
800-564-3195
www.thefirst.com

Machias Savings Bank
(866) 416-9302
www.machiassavings.bank

Maine Financial Group
800-974-9995
https://www.mainefinancialgroup.com/

Northern Maine Development
Commission

207-554-0693
bmcdonald@nmdc.org
www.nmdc.org

Oliver Investments
207-380-1898
jake@jakeoliverinvestments.com
www.jakeoliverinvestments.com

RG Tax Accounting and Resolution
207-607-7118
https://rgtaxresolution.com/

Free initial consultation, review of previous
tax returns

Twin City Financial Group
207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com

FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES

Coastal Equipment Corp.

(207) 775-1100
www.coastalequipment.com

Chase Leavitt

207-772-6383
charrison@chaseleavitt.com
https://chaseleavitt.com/

Guy Cotten, Inc.
800-444-6050
info@guycottenusa.com
https://guycottenusa.com/

Hamilton Marine
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Island Fishing Gear & Auto Parts
(207) 367-5959
www.napaonline.com

Ketcham Supply Co.
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

Midcoast Marine Supply

(207) 725-0053
dave@midcoastmarinesupply.com
https://midcoastmarinesupply.com/

New England Marine & Industrial Inc.
800-492-0779
https://newenglandmarine.com

North Atlantic Power Products
603-418-0470

djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

10% discount for twin disc transmissions
servic 5% off anynew MGX series

Novatec Braids
1-800-565-4212
www.novabraid.com

RE Thomas Marine Hardware
(207) 422-6532
sales@retmarine.com
https://retmarine.com

Rope Razor
207-549-7204
https://roperazor.com

Seacoast Lobster Bands

(978) 500-8292
Bob@seacoastlobsterbands.com
https://seacoastlobsterbands.com/

SoftPoint Industries Inc.
484-225-3710
sales@softsandrubber.com
www.softsandrubber.com

Stormline Gear
sales@stormlinegear.com
www.stormlinegear.com

Superior Marine Products

(207) 292-2590
sales@superiormarineproducts.com
www.superiormarineproducts.com

Tightlines Tackle
207-563-2944 ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Vallation Outerwear
support@vallationouterwear.com
https://vallationouterwear.com/

XtraTuf
xtratufcustomersupport@rockybrands.com
www.xtratuf.com

FUEL/ENERGY

Colby & Gale

207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

Midcoast Solar LLC
207-350-3060
sales@midcoastsolar.com
https://www.midcoastsolar.com
20% off for businesses, 18% off for
residential subscription

Maine Camp Outfitters

207-348-2459
outfitter@maine-camp.com
www.maine-camp.com

MLA members get10% off apparel & pro-
motional products.

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.

603-474-1914

sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.

Hews Company

207-767-2136

info@ hewsco.com

10% off hydraulic components, Craft
cables.

Infab Refractories Inc.
(207) 783-2075
https://infabrefractories.com

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
(207) 725-7552

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.
207-594-9527
sales@marine-hydraulic-engineering.com
https://marine-hydraulic-engineering.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication
(207) 667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
https://nautilus-marine.com

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
207-205-8088

erin@golmf.org

Island Fishermen’s Wives Association
ifwa@msn.com

Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
207-367-2708
info@coastalfisheries.org
https://coastalfisheries.org/



January 2025 | LANDINGS | Page 17

MLA BUSINESS MEMBERS

Show your support for these businesses!

Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
207-956-0752
info@mainecoastfishermen.org
www.mainecoastfishermen.org

Maine Lobster Community Alliance
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

New Hampshire Commercial
Fishermen's Assoc.

P.O. Box 60, Rye, NH 03870
https://nhfishermen.org

Northern Maine Development
Commission www.nmdc.org
Caribou 498-8736 Eastport 498-8731

INSURANCE

Acadia Benefits

207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acadiabenefits.com

Chapman & Chapman

207-770-1119
info@chapmanandchapmanins.com
www.chapmanandchapmanins.com/

FA Peabody Insurance
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

The Hanover Insurance Group
800-922-8427
www.hanover.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com

Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount with
proof of completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years.

Varney Agency

207-947-8637
varneyagency@varneyagency.com
https://varneyagency.com/about

LIFERAFTS

Liferaft Services

Belfast and York

207-363-0220

sales@survivalatsea.com
www.survivalatsea.com

Discount to MLA members; call for code.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL

Ancient Mariner Lobster

250 Conant St.

Westbrook, ME 04092

(207) 854-8444
www.facebook.com/amlobsterco

Atlantic Edge Lobster

207.633.2300
atlanticedgelobster@gmail.com
https://www.atlanticedgelobster.com/

Atwood Lobster

207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com

Beals-Jonesport Coop
(207) 497-2020

Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-op
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Delano Seafood
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

D.C. Air and Seafood
207-963-7139

Downeast Dayboat

(207) 838-1490
www.downeastdayboat.com
Georgetown Co-op

Inland Seafood
207-546-3333

Interstate Lobster Co.
(207) 833-5516

The Lobster Co.
207-985-8824
lobcoretail@yahoo.com
www.thelobsterco.com

The Lobster Guy
866-788-0004
sales@thelobsterguy.com
www.thelobsterguy.com

Lobster Trap Co.
888.353.9898
sales@lobstertrap.com
www.lobstertrap.com

Look Lobster Co.

32 0ld House Point Rd.
Jonesport, ME
207-497-2353
looklobster@gmail.com
www.looklobster.com

Luke’s Lobster
207-332-0304
jeff@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Lobster Outlet
207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com
https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

Maine Ocean Lobster
(207) 994-3179
https://www.maineoceanlobster.com

Marsh Cove Lobster Co.
Milbridge, ME

207-546-2989
marshcovelobster@gmail.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s Cooperative/
Port Clyde Fresh Catch

(207) 701-7032
support@portclydefreshcatch.com
www.portclydefreshcatch.com/

Port Lobster Co.
207-967-2081
https://www.portlobster.com/

RDR Lobster & Shellfish
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

ShopLobster, Inc.
207-386-9320
nperreault2029@gmail.com
www.shoplobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
207-737-4800
bryan@shucksmaine.com

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative
(207) 644-8224
www.southbristolcoop.com/

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Co-op
207-526-4327 sicoop@tds.net

Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s
Cooperative

(207) 372 8637
info@tenantsharborfishermanscoop.com
https://merritt-carey-j6il.squarespace.com

Vinalhaven Fisherman’s Cooperative
207-863-2263 office@vhcoop.com

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
207-963-5857
https://winterharborlobstercoop.com
10% off picked lobster meat

MARINE ENGINES
Cummins

207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
Wwww.cumimins.com

Gillespie Marine
207-504-2652
GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Milton Cat
603-484-5248 www.miltoncat.com

Power Product Systems
207-797-5950

info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

MARINE SURVEY

Compass Marine Surveys
207-412-3882
compassmarinesurveys@gmail.com

Northeast Marine Survey

(207) 833-0954
nemsinc@comecast.net
https://northeastmarinesurvey.com/

Shearwater Marine Surveying

(207) 272-7364
shearwatermarinesurveying@gmail.com
www.shearwatermarinesurveying.com/

MEDICAL

CSL Plasma
1-866-275-6800
www.cslplasma.com

PACKAGING/FREIGHT HANDLING
Pack Edge

207.799.6600

www.packedgeinc.com

Trident SPS

610-715-0789 sales@tridentsps.com
https://www.tridentsps.com

5% discount on all insulated fish boxes

PROPELLORS

Accutech Marine Propellor
603-617-3626
office@accutechmarine.com
https://accutechmarine.com
10% off all services

New England Propeller

508-747-6666

neprop@aol.com https://neprop.com
Discounts on marine propeller, shafting,
and related items, sales & repairs

REAL ESTATE

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

RECYCLING

Matinicus Island Recycling Center
(207)-594-9209
info@islandinstitute.org

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy’s

207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com/www.barnbilly.com

Beals Lobster Pier

207-244-3202
customerservice@bealslobster.com
https://bealslobster.com/

Bowdoin College Dining Services
207-725-3211
www.bowdoin.edu/dining

The Clam Shack
207.967.3321
hello@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net

The Cockeyed Gull Restaurant
78 Island Ave.

Peaks Island, ME 04108
766-2800
westpeaks@gmail.com

F. W. Thurston Co.
207-244-7600
www.thurstonforlobster.com

Island Lobster Co.
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Mason’s Famous Lobster Rolls
757-644-7685
wleonard@missionfoods.com
www.masonslobster.com

Ogunquit Lobster Pound

501 Main Street

Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-2516
www.ogunquitlobsterpound.com

Red’s Eats
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

SUPERMARKETS

Edwards Brothers Supermarkets
jeedwards@hannaford.com

(207) 412-0221
www.edwardsbrotherssupermarket.com

SURVIVAL TRAINING

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
207-338-1603
questions@mcmillanoffshore.com
https://mcmillanoffshore.com

25% discount USCG Drill Conductor training

TRAP BUILDERS

Brooks Trap Mill
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Riverdale Mills
508-234-8400
sales@riverdale.com/www.riverdale.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Stress and building resiliency

By Erika Anderson, MD, and Ann Backus, MS, Harvard Chan School of
Public Health

In today’s ever-changing and fast-paced world, there’s hardly any time to slow
down. From the moment we wake up in the morning, we all face a number of
decisions. Fishermen have to make short-term decisions based on the weather,
the previous days’ landings and the condition of the boat. Longer term and
broader considerations, such as the economy, local and federal regulations,
and personal and family health, weigh on fishermen, as on all of us.

The decision-making process can be stressful. Stress, in turn, can negatively af-
fect our physical health by weakening the immune system and making us more
prone to colds or more complicated illnesses. Stress increases blood pressure,
which then makes us vulnerable to stroke, heart attack, and other serious ill-
nesses. Fishermen know well that a pump has to work harder to push fluid
through a stiff-walled hose than through a flexible hose because the pressure
in a stiff-walled hose is higher than in the flexible hose. It is the same story with
stiffened arteries and the heart.

In addition to having an impact on blood pressure, stress can result in mood
changes and can affect our sense of mental wellbeing.

We can address our men-
tal wellbeing by invest-
ing in our physical health.
Healthy habits such as en-
gaging in regular exercise,
getting sufficient sleep
(at least seven hours per
night) and eating a bal-
anced diet of fruits, vege-
tables, protein, and whole
grains can work wonders
on our mental well-being.
It also helps to be mindful
of the effect of substances
such as tobacco, marijua-
na, caffeine, alcohol, and
other drugs. Although al-
cohol and other drugs may
“take the edge off” of stress for a short period of time, people often feel more

stressed after using these substances because they don't improve personal re-
silience or the ability to cope with stressors.

Sometimes, feelings of stress can come on in an instant. Taking a moment to
do a breathing exercise can help de-escalate any sudden and severe feelings of
stress or anxiety. One method is called “box breathing,” which involves inhaling
for four counts, holding for four counts, exhaling for four counts, and holding for
four counts. Box breathing can be repeated as many times as needed to create
a sense of calm and reduce blood pressure. Box breathing can also be used as a
technique to quiet the mind at night if stress is preventing a good night’s sleep.

For ongoing, daily stress, it can be helpful to reframe how you think about
those things that are troubling you. If we recognize that we have a negative,
stress-inducing thought, we can reframe that negative thought into a positive
one. Here are three examples:

“I can’t do this,” can be reframed as, “I will figure this out and be stronger
for it”

“T have too many things to do at home,” can be reframed as, “I am lucky to
have a family that needs me”

“T have so much work to do,” can be reframed as, “T am grateful that I have
meaningful, productive work to do.

We can also reframe our view by changing our social life and/or surroundings.
We can visit friends or relatives, take time out to see a movie with friends, take
up and share a new hobby, or, if possible, travel to a warmer climate during the
winter months.

Recent research from the Harvard Chan School of Public Health describes five
factors that contribute to longer and healthier lives: social connection, proso-
ciality, spirituality, optimism and work. Prosociality is defined as “behaviors in-
tended to help or benefit others, such as sharing, volunteering or making a chari-
table donation.” The research shows that volunteering or helping others helps the
volunteer at least as much, if not more, than it helps the receiver of the service.
Being mindful of these five factors can help reduce stress and improve resilience.

Stressors in life are unavoidable, but if we take care of ourselves physically, take
time for calming practices such as meditation and breathing exercises, reframe
negative situations, dedicate time to stress-reducing hobbies and engage in so-
cial connections, we can become more resilient to the inevitable stresses of life
and have longer, healthier lives.

HY-LINER
ROPE COMPANY

SINK
ROPE

FLOAT
ROPE

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
SuperSink ¢ SteelLiner ¢ EasyPull ¢ Float Ropes

HY-LINER ROPE COMPANY
ST. GEORGE, MAINE

Visit our stores in Portland and Ellsworth!

Inflatable Boats —
Sales and Service

LIFE RAFTS — Inspections & Sales

Flares~ Survival Suits~ Life Jackets

AB and ACHILLES
EPIRBS — Inspections and
Battery Replacement Center
Portland Ellsworth
84 Cove St. 218 Bucksport Rd.
772-6383 667-9390

www.chaseleavitt.com

(207) 223-8846
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Many thanks to the businesses that not only support us
but offer a discount to YOU, our members.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Vessel Insurance

Falmouth, ME - Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and

more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Brunswick, ME — Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.

207-607-7118 www.rgtaxresolution.com

Automotive

Weirs Buick - GMC

Arundel, ME — Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070 www.weirsgmc.com

Bait

Nor’east Bait LLC

York, ME — $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com

Boat Builders/Repairs

SW Boatworks

Lamonie, ME — $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38" CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427
www.swboatworks.com

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA — Discounts & Specials for

MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights
Garden City, NY = Free Shipping for MLA
members 201-915-0555

Hydraulics

Hamilton Marine

Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME — Discounts
available to commercial fishermen.

North Atlantic Power Products

Exeter, NH — 10% discount for all service
repair of twin disc transmissions, 15% off any
new MGX series

603-418-0470

Trident Sustainable Plastic Solutions
Kittery, ME — 5% discount on all insulated
fish boxes. 610-715-0789

Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, LL.C

New Harbor, ME — MLLA members receive
20% off for businesses and 18% off for
residential from our Community Solar Farms,
with a local $100 gift card or donation to
MILA for subscribers

207-350-3060 www.midcoastsolar.com

Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters
Sunset, ME = 10% off all apparel and

romotional product orders.
800-560-6090

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME = 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hotels

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH — 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LLC

South Portland, ME — 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Hampton Inn, Downtown/Watetfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
(Rockland, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott —
(Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates 7/‘0r MI.A members and
Business S upporters. Please contact the MI1.A
for booking information, or mention MI.A when
booking.

Lobster & Seafood

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News

Deer Isle, ME = Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA - Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Accu Tech Marine Propeller Inc
Dover, NH — 10% off all services.
603-617-3626 www.accutechmarine.com

New England Propeller Inc

Plymouth, MA — Discounts on marine pro-
peller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804 www.neprop.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME — 5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

www.nautilus-marine.com

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME — $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME — 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training, 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME — Special discounts to shows

at the Cross Arena in Portland! Use promo
code GFRIEND at checkout. Order by phone,
online, or in person at the box office.

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME — 15% off tours for
MLA members. Must show MLLA
card. 207-798-2001

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath ME — Free admission for card holding
MLA members. 207-443-1316

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!



Page 20 | LANDINGS | January 2025

2024 lobster continued from page 1

in the afternoon. And the storms. I've been out and these small strong storms
come right on top of you and no one predicted them,” he said.

It was the price he received for his catch that affected Spear the most this year,
however. “Other people have other options for work,” he said. “But for me, this
is it. I've got to go. When I was a kid you could go in the winter for scallops or
shrimp. Not anymore. I just hope that next year the price doesn’t go down to $4.
It’s not enough to make a living”

York lobsterman Jeff White, on the other hand, said it was the price that made
his season reasonably successful. “It

his traps supplied with bait was hard, not because bait was limited but because
something other than lobsters was gobbling it up. “We were just overrun with
crabs. They take the bait overnight,” he said. Lobster traps would come up full
of crabs but there were no buyers for them.

On Beals Island, Dwight Carver saw his catch drop off in July. “The rest of the
year I held on pound-for-pound compared to last year. The price difference
more than made up for the drop in catch,” he said.

He noticed that where he fished, on hard bottom approximately six miles off
Great Wass Island, there were a huge

was weird. A lot of guys in my area no-
ticed they would get one good haul each
month and then something would hap-
pen and the lobsters would disappear; he
said. “Guys who fish outside or inside all
saw the same thing”

The effects of climate change on the Gulf
and the increased unpredictability of
lobster fishing is something that White
takes as a matter of course. “There is no
normal. Every year is a new adventure.
Forget what you learned last year, be-
cause every year is new. White typically
moves his traps around frequently during
the season. This year he found it didn’t
improve his catch.

He felt good when he got a decent haul,
but he noticed it didnt seem to last
long. Jillian Robillard of Southern Maine
Crabs, White’s buyer in Kittery, reported
that lobstermen were all saying the same
thing to her. Each time lobsters started
showing up, they never stuck around.

“There are a thousand reasons why youre §. Mullin photo.

not catching them. It’s the nature of the
beast, it’s nature itself;” he said. “Next year will be different.”

In Downeast Maine, one lobsterman, who asked to remain anonymous, found
his catch to be “average, like the last five years.” The price was good but keeping

NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU?

®
&
%D
Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.

Call them today at the branch office closest to you.

LOANS AND LEASES FOR:
BOATS ° TRUCKS < REAL ESTATE « PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES * WHARVES * EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR * OPERATING LINES

95 FARM CREDIT EAST

e/@e @
800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM

While landings appear to be down in 2024, a good boat price

made the year decent for many, but not all lobstermen.

number of small lobsters, “seed lob-
sters,” as he called them. “I punched as
many as I can ever remember punch-
ing. I figure every day I went, I punched
40 to 60 females a day”

While his catch was down this year,
Carver isn't alarmed. “Year to year,
things change. Back in the mid-1980s
we didn't have much volume at all.
Then there was a twenty-year boom
and now it’s going the other way. The
days of 1,000-pound hauls are behind
us.

He is concerned about the impact of
the gradual decline in the lobster pop-
ulation combined with the planned in-
crease in the minimum legal size, due
to be implemented in July.

“It could be hard for the younger guys.

They estimate [with the gauge change]
the catch will be down by 10%. And
then there could be another 10% drop
because of Mother Nature. I think if you
can get through the next three years,
things will straighten out” he said.
“Guys are going to have to put their time in. If you go six days a week you can
have a good week. You've got to get up and go to work. It’s fishing.’

@ﬁmi@mﬁ@ﬂ Fisherfes
CIIes Mews

mpeadssmy T

| UP
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Commercial Fisheries News
fish-news.com/cfn
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ADDITIONAL DFO PRESENCE IN BAY OF FUNDY THIS YEAR

The Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) plans to contract a
vessel and crew to help DFO officers enforce lobster fishery regulations in the
Bay of Fundy area in 2025. The contracted vessel would take DFO officers on pa-
trols in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia to inspect fishing gear. DFO plans to be
out on the water three days a week for at least 12 hours per patrol. The contract
runs from January to March 2025 but can be extended through to spring 2026.

SCALLOP QUOTA DROPS BY 28%

The New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) has finalized
Framework 39 for the 2025 scallop fishing season. The decision sets annual

projected landings at 19.75 million pounds, a nearly 28% reduction compared
to 2024. The reduction comes in response to scientific surveys conducted in

Photo courtesy of The New Bedford Light.

SEA Rose TrRar COMPANY
9 Digital Drive
Biddeford, ME 04005

Lobster traps and supplies

« Trap kits, cages and finished traps

* Heads cut, strung, and hooped

» Stocking Cavatorta Seaplax Italian wire

« Stocking Fitec and Broad Creek twine in #21,
#24, and #27 thread

» Stocking Seamaster products including buoys,
ERGOs, weighted runners, and more.

Small enough to care; big enough to deliver
Family-owned business since 1993

Shop: 207-730-5531
Adam: 207-730-1651
Don: 207-730-2063
Eric: 207-653-6195

Email: searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com

2024, which revealed significant declines in scallop biomass across key fishing
grounds. The current outlook follows a steady decline in scallop landings since
a peak of over 60 million pounds in 2019. In subsequent years, landings fell to
47.5 million pounds in 2020, 43 million in 2021, 31.5 million in 2022, and 24 mil-
lion in 2023.

PFD USE AMONG WOMEN IN THE FISHING INDUSTRY

For decades, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
has conducted studies of PFD use in commercial fisheries to increase use of
PFDs among fishermen. However, these studies included few women, who may
have unique concerns regarding the sizing, fit, and comfort of PFDs. NIOSH be-
gins a new study this spring that will examine women’s PFD use and opinions
through a survey and PFD wear trial. The insights gained from this research
could be used to enhance PFD designs to better suit the needs of women.

SMALL RESEARCH QUOTA SET FOR SHRIMP

New England shrimp will come back to sea-
food counters in small amounts this year
due to a research fishing program. Since
2013 there’s been a fishing moratorium for
the shrimp because of concerns about low
population levels, which scientists attrib-
ute to climate change and warming oceans.
Researchers remain interested in collecting
data about the shrimp, so a fishing industry-
funded winter sampling program will take place this winter. The program will
allow fishermen to catch up to 58,400 pounds of the shrimp.

Housing continued from page 1

Some village streets, traditionally lit up by year-round residents during winter
months, are now dark as more houses have become second homes or short-
term rentals. The high demand for seasonal and investment properties — not
only on Vinalhaven, but throughout Maine — has led to increased property pric-
es and taxes that are untenable for those trying to make a living on the island.

“This is an issue that affects us all,” says Jackson. “VHI is working to ensure that
there is a place here for our elders and the next generation of islanders, as well
as the teachers, tradesmen, fishermen, medical support staff, and the many
working people who make our island home a viable offshore community.”

Twelve miles off the coast of Rockland, Vinalhaven is known for its robust lob-
ster fleet, but lifelong resident and VHI Board member Darline Beckman says
the housing shortage is affecting the industry.

“I've worked a lot on the waterfront, and there are more and more fishermen
going out without a sternman because there’s no housing for them. We all know
it's dangerous going out alone, and eventually some guys give up fishing if they
can’t find the help. These are the people were counting on to be the workforce,
but theyre hard hit” When Beckman graduated from Vinalhaven High School,
she says she and her classmates could easily find an apartment. “That has all
changed in one generation.”

The Maine Housing grant and loan from the Genesis Fund do not cover the pro-
ject’s operational costs, so VHI is launching a campaign to raise $200,000. The
nonprofit, with a volunteer board, also encourages donations of housing and/
or land to ensure affordable housing for coming generations.

Vinalhaven joins several unbridged Maine islands — including Islesboro, Isle
au Haut, Monhegan, and North Haven — with nonprofits supporting afford-
able, year-round living.

Island Institute’s Alex Zipparo, who founded the Maine Island and Coastal
Affordable Housing Coalition, says organizations like VHI are rare on the main-
land, while islands have been leaders in this work out of necessity.

“These community-led initiatives are a model for rural, inland towns that
are now experiencing the housing challenges that islands have always faced.
Islands were the innovators and now stand in unity with other rural communi-
ties grappling with housing affordability, Zipparo said.

A 2022 report by Maine State Housing Authority found that “the average house
price in Maine is unaffordable to the average income household in all Maine
counties, except Aroostook.”

Vinalhaven’s heritage is at stake with the housing crisis. “For hundreds of years,
Vinalhaven has been a working, multi-generational community,” said Jackson.
“Without available housing, this culture may be a thing of the past.



January 2025 | LANDINGS | Page 23

Coents Calendar
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January 7
DMR public hearing on minimum gauge in-
crease, 5:00 pm, Jeff’s Catering, Brewer, ME

More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org

Tailored Financing Specifically
For Your Marine Needs.

New Boat Construction * Used Boat Loans
Traps & Gear Loans ¢ Refinancing & Repowering

IVIF

January 22
Aquaculture Public Scoping Session 7:00 p.m.,
Town of Cushing Community Center

144 US Route One

January 8
Scarborough, Maine

On-demand Fishing Gear Conflict Working

January 27
Aquaculture Advisory Council meeting, 11 a.m.-

MAINE
FINANCIAL GROUP

A Katahdin Trust Company Affiliate

Group webinar, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. via Zoom. Register
at https://nefmc-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJOrce-0qzwvG90rjYCIYDsKIIlZtezi59UUj#/regis-
tration.

January 9

DMR public hearing on minimum gauge in-
crease, 5:00 pm, DMR’s Conference Room 118,
Augusta, and remotely via Microsoft Teams.
Remote access information is posted to https://
www.maine.gov/dmr/home under “meetings”

January 10

Snow date if either DMR public hearing on
gauge change is cancelled due to inclement
weather, at 3 p.m. in DMR’s Conference Room

2 p.m., DMR offices, Augusta.

January 28-30
NEFMC meeting, Portsmouth, NH.

January 29-30
U.S.-Canada Lobster Town Meeting, Atlantic
Harborside Hotel, Bar Harbor

February 4-6
ASMFC winter meeting, Arlington, VA.

February 11-13
American Lobster Benchmark Stock
Assessment Workshop #2, Greenland, NH

CONTACT: Jim Amabile ¢ 1.800.974.9995

MEMBER FDIC 12} EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

118, Augusta, and via Microsoft Teams. February 28
MLA Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset Resort, / \
January 13-31 Rockport.

Maine Fishermen's Forum Scholarship
applications are now online at
https://mainefishermensforum.org/educa-
tion/scholarships/

Online applications are due by Feb. 21!

Rescheduled Bottom Trawl Survey of the Maine
Research Array Wind Energy Area.

January 14
Aquaculture Public Hearing 1:00 p.m.,

Damariscotta Town Office

DMR Aquaculture Lease Applications: New Activity (10/25/24 - 12/20/24)

Cushing Bailey Point Oyster Company |Broad Cove, St. George River 3.93 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Scoping session 1/22/25 7pm Cushing Comm Cntr
Damariscotta|Black Stone Point Oysters LLC |E of Blackstone Pt, Great Salt Bay 3.45 acres (Shellfish Experimental|3 yrs |App rec'd 5/9/23; site report published 11/14/24
Deer Isle Brewer, M. & Brewer, R. East Penobscot Bay 4 acres Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |App rec'd 12/17/24; site review TBD
Edgecomb |Glidden Point Oyster Co. SW of Dodge Pt, Damariscotta River 3.97 acres |Shellfish Experimental|3 yrs |Pub.Hearing 1/14/25 1pm Damariscotta Town Off
Ferda Farms LLC E of Bombazine Isl, New Meadows Rvr 5 acres Shellfish Standard 10 yrs [App rec'd 12/3/24; site review TBD
Harpswell Quahog Bay Conservancy E of Snow Island, Quahog Bay 1.36 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |App rec'd 5/18/23; site report published 12/5/24
Wilson, David SE of Doughty Pt, Long Reach 4 acres Shellfish Experimental|3 yrs |Lease Granted with Modifications 12/19/24
Long Island |Great Ledge Cove Seafood LLC |S L'il Chebeague Isl, NW Channel Rocks, Casco Bay [9.03 acres |Marine Algae (Standard 20 yrs |App rec'd 5/9/23, site report published 12/3/24
) Nor'Easter Oyster Co. Mid. Branch, NE of Peabow/W of Foster, Johns Rvr|3.32 acres |Shellfish Experimental|3 yrs |App rec'd 7/18/23; site report published 12/18/24
south ristol Norumbega Oyster S of Merry Isl on eastern shore, Damariscotta Rvr |9.74 acres [Shellfish Standard 20 yrs [Scoping Session 1pm S Bristol Town Hall
Miller, Hyvarinen, Philbrook NW of Seavey Ledges, Penobscot Bay 3.99 acres |Marine Algae |Experimental|3 yrs [App rec'd 6/1/23; site report published 11/20/24
St. George  |Schroeder, Jeffrey Turkey Cove, St. George River .9 acres Shellfish Experimental |3 yrs |Lease Granted 11/12/24
Tarbox, Brian NW of Norton Isl, Wheeler Bay 3.99 acres |Marine Algae |Experimental |3 yrs |App rec'd 6/22/23; site report published 11/22/24
Francis, Arnold E of Birch Point, Dyer Bay 2.91 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Lease Granted 12/2/24
Francis, Arnold Smelt Brook, Dyer Bay 3.56 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Lease Granted 12/2/24
Steuben Pinkham, Randy E of Chair Pond Head, Pigeon Hill Bay 3.99 acres |Marine Algae |Experimental|3 yrs |Leases Granted with Modifications 12/2/24
Sokoloski, Victor E of Chair Pond Head, Pigeon Hill Bay 3.99 acres [Marine Algae |Experimental|3 yrs |Leases Granted with Modifications 12/2/24
Vinalhaven |Salt of the Earth Seafarm LLC |East Penobscot Bay 3.95 acres |Marine Algae |Experimental|3 yrs [App rec'd 10/22/24; comments due 11/23/24
Yarmouth Hunt, Stewart NE of Upper Basket Ledge, Casco Bay 9.1 acres |Shellfish/Algae |Standard 20 yrs |Scoping sess 12/20/24 3pm Yarmouth Town Hall

For an interactive source of pending lease applications, please see DMR'’s table of Pending Aquaculture Lease Applications, where you can find maps and documentation.

Go to: www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/maine-aquaculture-leases-and-lpas/pending-lease-applications

Standard Leases

Experimental Leases

Understand the Process — You Can Make a Difference!

Standard Leases are renewable and available for terms up to 20 years, up to 100 acres;
Experimental Leases are non-renewable and available for terms up to 3 years, up to 4 acres.

Scoping Session

Public Comments

Site Review/Visit

Site Report

Public Hearing

DMR

Decision

All Scoping Sessions, Public Comments Deadlines, and Public Hearings dates and locations are listed on the calendar at
www.mainelobstermen.org/events and include links to corresponding DMR Notices.
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WORKING THE SEA, HISTORIC IMAGES FROM NATIONAL FISHERMAN

Working the Sea, by Michael Crowley and the Penobscot Marine Museum and
recently published by Islandport Press in Yarmouth, features more than one
hundred images of fishing vessels from the 19th and 20th centuries drawn from
the National Fisherman photo collection at the Penobscot Marine Museum.
The images highlight the changes that swept through America’s fisheries dur-
ing those years.

National Fisherman magazine began life as Atlantic Fisherman, first published
in 1921. In 1954 it renamed itself National Fisherman and in 1960 consolidat-
ed with Maine Coast Fisherman, based in Belfast. In 1967, National Fisherman
took over Pacific Fishing, published in Seattle. The magazine proudly stated that
it covered commercial fishing along the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf coasts, the
Great Lakes, and Alaska. For decades it was the magazine found in every vessel’s
galley, on kitchen tables, and in the shops of fishermen throughout the country.

Gillnets drying on a Portland wharf, 1926. Maine fishermen were said to
be the first in New England to set gillnets. The gear quickly became popular
throughout the region.

The 145-page book is divided into chapters: Launch Day, At Sea, Selling the
Catch, Drama at Sea. Working the Sea shows the wide range of vessels engaged
in fishing over the decades and the pace of change among them. The book fea-
tures photos of the elegant schooner L.A. Dunton, the old pinky Maine as well
as Oregon surf dories, Alaskan halibut longliners, California tuna seiners, and
dozens of other types of fishing boats.

The final chapter details some of the disasters at sea written up in National
Fisherman, such as the unusual story of the Ben & Josephine. The 92-foot side
trawler was launched at Morse Boatbuilding in Thomaston in 1941. She left
Gloucester in June 1942, bound for fishing grounds off Nova Scotia. The day
after leaving Gloucester the boat encountered a German U-boat. The subma-
rine crew first shot at the Ben & Josephine, then began to shell the vessel. The
crew escaped in dories as the boat was sinking. No crew member was killed
during the attack. They then rowed the dories toward Mt. Desert Rock, which
they reached two days later. Four other U.S. and Canadian fishing vessels were
destroyed by submarines that summer.

As we move further into this uncertain century, it’s a pleasure to revisit the past
and reflect on our collective fishing heritage, preserved and protected at the
Penobscot Marine Museum.

The Muskegon launches at I.L. Snow & Company in 1937 in Rockland. The 72-
Jfoot by 18-foot all-wood scalloper and dragger had a 140-hp diesel engine but
also main and mizzen sail.

Out there, confidence in performance, reliability and operating

economy are the only things that count. With this in mind, we

created the Scania marine solution: An array of flexible options

including ratings, equipment, instrumentation and transmissions.

Whatever your specification, we will provide you with the optimal

Scania marine solution.

Power at work, every inch of the way.

BORING & PARTS CO. www.mackboring.com - 800-MACK-ENG
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