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HISTORIC BOEM AUCTION RESULTS IN FOUR LEASES IN GULF OF MAINE

By MLCA staff

On October 29, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) auctioned
off eight leases encompassing 850,000 acres of the Gulf of Maine. Fourteen com-
panies were eligible to bid on the eight lease areas, however only two offered
bids on just four leases. Avangrid Renewables successfully bid on a 98,565-acre
tract for $4,928,250, and a second 124,897-acre site for $6,244,850. Both lease
areas are approximately 29.5 nautical miles from Massachusetts. Invenergy NE
Offshore Wind bid $4,892,700, for a 97,854 acre-tract approximately 46.2 nauti-
cal miles from Maine and $5,889,000 for a second 117,780-acre site approxi-
mately 21.6 nautical miles of Cape Cod. Each company was limited to no more
than two leases.

The leases do not authorize the construction or operation of any offshore wind
facilities. Rather, they provide the right to submit a project plan for BOEM’s
review. The companies seek to construct and operate floating wind turbines, an
emerging technology required in Gulf of Maine offshore areas.

As part of their bids, the two companies also committed to more than $5.4 mil-
lion in bidding credits. Bidding credits are binding agreements to invest over
$2.7 million in workforce training and domestic supply chain development and
$2.7 million for fisheries compensatory mitigation.

Dan Burgess, director of the Governor’s Energy Office, said the federal lease

sale represented a “significant milestone” for Maine and the region as it devel- One leased area lies about 46 nm off Maine; the three others are located
ops offshore wind to reduce a dependence on expensive fossil fuels and fight east of Massachusetts. MLA image.
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for an adjustment to the existing 2025 quota in order to prevent
overfishing next year. The aim is to rebuild the stock by 2031
but, as the Council stated, such growth is “behind schedule”
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

A lot happened in October that impacts the future of off-
shore wind in the Gulf of Maine. On October 29, the first
Gulf of Maine offshore wind auction by the Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) took place. Eight
offshore areas were up for auction; four were leased that
day. One area is off the Maine coast and the other three
are off Massachusetts. The value of the combined leases
was $21.9 million.

the new regulations from U.S. lobstermen. The delay gives
extra time for Canadian regulators to consider adjusting
their gauge size as well.

Alaw passed by the Maine Legislature earlier this year gives
added clarity to the state's Working Waterfront Current
Land Use tax reduction program. The law went into effect
in August. The changes distinguish between types of work-

ing waterfront, increase the tax

The area off Maine was leased
by Invenergy NE Offshore Wind
LLC for $4,892,700. A lease is not
approval to construct a wind
farm, only the right to submit a
project plan for BOEM’s review.

At the state level, in late October
Maine’s application for a $456
million grant from the federal
Department of Transportation
to build an offshore wind hub
at Sears Island in Searsport was
denied.

In other news, the Maine lob-
ster fishery received word
in September from the New
England Fishery Management
Council (NEFMC) that the quota
for Atlantic herring, a traditional
lobster bait, would be cut se-
verely for 2025. The Allowable
Catch Limit will be 2,710 met-
ric tons, down from 19,141 met-
ric tons in 2024. Despite earlier,
sharp reductions in quota and a
reduction in fishing effort, her-
ring stocks are not rebuilding at
the rate regulators hoped to see.
“The current assessment shows
the herring spawning stock is at 26% [of its target size]
Megan Ware, Department of Marine Resources director
of external affairs and Maine Council member, said. “We
haven't had good years of recruitment in many years. But
there’s no clear answer to why. You can’t rebuild the stock
without young fish”

”
B

In late October the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) voted to delay a planned change to
thelobster gauge in Lobster Management Area 1. Originally
slated to take effect on June 1, 2024, then January 1, 2025,
the increase in the minimum legal size for lobsters instead
will go into effect on July 1, 2025. The minimum carapace
measurement for a legal lobster will increase from 3-1/4
inches to 3-5/16 inches and there is second increase sched-
uled for ayear and a halflater. Creating a market advantage
for the Canadian lobster industry, where the minimum le-
gal size is smaller, has been one of the central criticisms to

The prospect of floating wind turbines
industrializing the Gulf of Maine looms

larger after the October 29 offshore
lease auction. V.Wind photo.

reduction benefits, amend pen-
alties, and update reporting re-
quirements. Less than 20 miles
of Maine coast remain working
waterfront.

Susan Tobey White, who passed
away in September, was a re-
markable artist. She found ex-
pression through her colorful
paintings of dancers, food, and
women lobstermen. Her se-
ries of paintings, “Lobstering
Women of Maine,” was featured
in Landings several years ago be-
fore showing at the Penobscot
Marine Museum in 2019. The
paintings were published as a
bookin 2023. As Linda Greenlaw
wrote in the book’s introduc-
tion, “White has captured what
is impossible to articulate. ...
Each portrait embodies the in-
herent contradiction of beauty
and sheer grit. A true celebra-
tion of love of life on the water”
We honor her memory with a
few of her images in this issue.

The right whale research
and conservation commu-
nity gathered for its annual Ropeless Consortium and
North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium Meetings.
Fishermen from New England, the southeast Atlantic,
Canada and California attended to report on recent
success in fishing on-demand gear in whale closure ar-
eas, though they also noted that this gear is not ready
to be scaled up for commercial fishing purposes. After
several years of population decline, NMFS announced
that the right whale population has seen a steady in-
crease since 2020, and is now estimated at 372 whales.

We hope you enjoy this issue and look forward to your
comments.
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MLA continues to build bipartisan, commonsense solutions

To the Editor,

I couldn’t be more impressed with the Landings “Steaming Ahead” article writ-
ten by Patrice McCarron in the October issue. Patrice has given the lobster fish-
ing business many years of selfless service as President of the MLA, and her
insightful column hit the nail on the head when it comes down to how the MLA
has approached the issues that have dogged this fishery over the years.

It’s so easy to bark about a problem, place blame and play the victim. It’s a lot
harder to analyze the issues and get to work on fixing them, especially when
the odds are against you. As Patrice so ably stated, and what the MLA has been
so good at, is clearly articulating the issues, educating those who need to know,
and building a bipartisan consensus on a commonsense solution that is right
for all Maine fishermen.

The MLA has wisely chosen not to engage in inflammatory rhetoric and al-
ienating people with insults and labels. By choosing not to tie our problems
to a political party, personal agendas or narrow thinking, we all have gained a
measure of nationwide respect in the never-ending fight for lobster fishing in
Maine.

I grew up lobstering in Port Clyde and returned there after 25 years in the
Marine Patrol and fished again. Pushing 70 now and coming to the end of my
fishing, but my son is also fishing and he and his family will need all the protec-
tion the MLA can provide in the future. Thank you, Patrice, for all the hard work
MLA does to protect this way of life we all hold near and dear.

Dan Morris
Port Clyde

LMA 1 GAUGE CHANGE DELAYED TO JULY 2025

On October 21 the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) vot-
ed overwhelmingly in favor of delaying implementation of a rule requiring an
increase in the minimum legal size of lobsters caught in Lobster Management
Area 1. The six month delay pushes back the gauge increase, from 3-1/4 inches
to 3-5/16 inches, to July 2025. It is scheduled to increase again a year and a half
later. The new rule was originally scheduled to go into effect in June 2024, then
was delayed to January 2025.

Lobster fishery regulators hope that this delay will give both dealers and har-
vesters time to adjust to impacts of the size change. It also gives extra time for
Canadian regulators to consider adjusting their minimum size requirements as
well. Creating a market advantage for the Canadian lobster industry has been
one of the central criticisms to the new regulations from Maine lobstermen.

While opposed to the gauge increase, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA) expressed cautious approval of the delay. “We are hopeful that this will
provide more time to address unintended consequences of an increase, specifi-
cally the fact that unless Canada also changes its gauge size, Canadian lobster-
men will still be able to catch smaller lobster,” the MLA said in a statement.
“The MLA supports the ban of importing Canadian lobster under the U.S. mini-

mum size because allowing undersize lobster into the U.S. would have a signifi-
cant negative impact on the boat price for Maine lobster.

MLA President Kristan Porter emphasized the importance of the additional
time. "ASMFC listened to the Maine lobster industry about the serious unin-
tended consequences of a U.S.-only gauge increase,” Porter said. “Delaying the
gauge increase until July 2025 is a big win for lobstermen, allowing Maritime
Canada to consider increasing its gauge and the U.S. fishery to prepare for re-
duced landings and market disruptions.”

The move to increase the minimum size was triggered by lobster surveys in
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine that estimated the population of
juvenile lobster nearing legal size had declined 35% from 2018.

Some members of the lobster industry believe the survey methodology is
flawed. Recent research from the University of Maine indicates that lobsters in
shallow water have relocated from sheltered, rocky habitats to open sandy and
muddy areas. That’s raising new questions about the assumptions underlying
researchers’ survey and assessment methods.
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Herring continued from page 1

History

Herring were once the backbone of Maine’s coastal economy. Sardine canning
plants dotted the coast in the early 20th century, supplied with juvenile herring
by local weirs and stop-seines. Later purse seiners travelled offshore to encircle
and harvest migrating herring schools.

The scale of the fishery grew much greater with the advent of foreign herring
vessels operating in the Gulf of Maine and on Georges Bank in the 1960s and
1970s. Prior to the institution of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act in 1976, foreign vessels fished aggressively in the region.
Their herring landings peaked at 1 billion pounds in 1968. By the late 1970s, the
herring fishery had crashed.

With tight harvest quotas and elimination of large offshore vessels, herring
stocks slowly recovered. In time, however, new large vessels, known as midwa-
ter trawlers, entered the fishery. Capable of storing more than a million pounds
of fish, the efficiency of midwater trawlers led to the Council prohibiting trawl-
ers’ operating in the Gulf of Maine from June 1 to the end of September.

Ecosystem value

Herring have always had an important role in the Gulf of Maine ecosystem. The
oily, nutrient-packed fish are eaten by just about everything: tuna, seabirds,
seals, whales, striped bass, cod. As prey, herring are a key element in the Gulf’s
abundant food web.

Thus by 2019 the Council required the Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC) for
herring explicitly account for the “role of Atlantic herring as forage in the eco-
system by limiting fishing mortality to 80% of what could be allowed at maxi-
mum sustainable yield.” This rule further reduced the amount of herring avail-
able for harvest by fishermen.

“Nowwe have amore conservative harvest control rule,” Megan Ware, Department
of Marine Resources director of external affairs and Maine Council member. “It’s
amore conservative rule at lower biomass. It’s like the size of the pie [the overall
herring biomass] is smaller and then the slice of the pie is smaller too.

Stock Assessments

Every two years the Northeast Fisheries Science Center conducts an assess-
ment of Atlantic herring. The stock assessments indicated the beginning of a
population decline in the early 2000s, however, annual fishing quotas remained
steady. The 2016-2018 ACL was 104,800 metric tons annually, in line with previ-
ous years. But the 2018 herring stock assessment showed that since 2013, fewer
young fish were turning up in the population and thus the stock was declin-
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ing. Specifically, “The recruit-
ment estimates from the most
recent five years were among
the lowest in the time series.
This suggests that the short-
to-medium term prognosis
for the stock is likely to be rel-
atively poor,” the 2018 assess-
ment stated.

The Council requested that
NOAA cut the quota in half.
In 2019, the ACL dropped to
15,065 mt; by 2022 it sank to
3,813 mt. In November 2021 the
federal government declared
the commercial herring fishery
a “fishery disaster,” authoriz-
ing $11 million in aid for fishermen in Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, and New Jersey, of which $7 million was assigned to Maine.

Never has the herring quota

been as low as it will be in 2025.
MainePublic photo.

“The current assessment shows the herring spawning stock is at 26% [of its tar-
get size],” Ware said. “The management plan mandates no fishing when biomass
hits 10% of its target size” Ware acknowledged that errors can occur in stock
assessments, referencing a halibut stock assessment several years ago. “The
Council can remand the ABCs back to the Science and Statistical Committee
under specific criteria, such as an error or missing information. Right now
there’s aresearch track assessment going on for herring.” That assessment looks
at all available data and potential model approaches. In particular, researchers
will look at whether the assessment model and related surveys are still appro-
priate given changes in the marine environment and other factors.

The mystery of recruitment

“We haven't had good years of recruitment in many years. But there’s no clear
answer to why. You can't rebuild the stock without young fish,” Ware said. “The
quota cuts began in 2018 and have continued in the years since. But there’s
been no response from the stock biomass according to the stock assessment.”

Herring are a cold-water species. The Gulf of Maine has warmed rapidly since
2010. It would be easy to jump to the conclusion that the warmer water is
somehow responsible for the decline in young herring. But Ware points out
that herring, as well as mackerel stocks have also declined in Canadian waters,
such as Nova Scotia and Bay of Fundy.

“Herring wasn't considered a climate vulnerable species during a review in
2016,” Ware said, referencing study published in 2016. “They don’t have a very
long life so with a few years of good recruitment the population could rebuild.
We've seen the reductions in Canadian quota so they are not declining just in
the southern range of the species”

Large bait companies have shifted away from herring to other sources, such as
menhaden and “hard” bait. “The herring companies have seen this coming, Brawn
noted. “Some have other opportunities but it’s still horrible for the businesses.”

With the steady quota reductions, the number of vessels fishing for herring has
declined from 50 in 2017 to 21 in 2022. The number of trips taken fell from 737
in 2017 to 76 in 2022, reducing effort in the fishery. With fewer vessels going
after herring, it would seem likely that the stock would have the ability to re-
build. This year fishermen reported seeing dense patches of herring through-
out inshore Maine in the late summer and early fall months, which they take
as a sign the herring are back.

Such sightings are not necessarily contrary to a low biomass of herring, ac-
cording to Ware. “When the stock is low, we tend to see herring concentrated
in inshore Gulf of Maine. It’s a contraction of the stock,” she said. “People aren’t
seeing herring on Georges Bank or southern New England at previous rates.”
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NEW LAW IMPROVES WORKING WATERFRONT TAX REDUCTION PROGRAM

By MLCA staff

A new law passed by the Maine Legislature earlier this year gives added clarity
to the state’s Working Waterfront Current Land Use tax reduction program.

Maine typically assesses property tax based on the most valuable, or best use,
of a property. To support Maine’s natural resource industries, Maine has four
primary Current Land Use Programs that offer property owners tax reductions
in assessed value. These programs are designed to support the preservation of
certain types ofland. The four programs are farmland, open space, tree growth,
and working waterfront. While this is a state tax relief program, enrollment in
these programs is managed at the municipal level.

The Current Land Use Program for working waterfront supports properties
that are used for commercial fishing activities, which is now defined in Maine
law to include both commercial fishing and aquaculture production.

Why did the program need to be updated?

While working waterfront has been part of the Current Land Use Program
since 2007, enrollment has been very low. Low enrollment is likely due to the
minimal tax reductions the program as written provided, and real concerns
about the penalties incurred if property was no longer used as working water-
front, whether temporarily or long-term.

In 2024, the Maine Coast Fisermen's Association worked with Representative
Dan Ankeles to amend the current use taxation policy to be more in line with
other programs. An Act Regarding the Current Use Valuation of Working Waterfiront
Property was passed in the last legislative session, which amendmended the
program to improve tax relief for working waterfront property owners.

GOM auction continued from page 1
climate change. “We look forward to following the next phases of these lease
sales and building on our progress to foster this industry for the benefit of
Maine people;” Burgess said.

Maine lobstermen have persistently opposed the creation of floating wind
farms in the Gulf of Maine. “The Maine Lobstermen’s Association is disap-
pointed that BOEM has taken yet another dangerous step toward the industri-
alization of one of the world’s most productive marine ecosystems. The MLA
remains steadfast that no area of the Gulf of Maine should be industrialized
with offshore wind. With 20,000 individuals employed aboard Maine's fishing
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What do property owners need to know?

The regulations were effective on August 9, 2024. If you're already enrolled in
this program, the changes will automatically apply for calendar year 2025. If
you aren't enrolled, you will need to apply at your town municipal office before
April 1, 2025, to see an impact on your 2025 taxes.

Updated definition of Working Waterfront

The new law is more precise about the definition of "working waterfront.” In
particular, the new law acknowledges that gear maintenance and storage are
critical aspects of commercial fishing activity.

« Increased tax reduction to rates in line with other Current Land Use
Programs, and a new provision regarding right-of-ways and easements for
commercial intertidal harvesters.

« Land used predominantly as working waterfront (90% or more for com-
mercial fishing activity) is now eligible for a reduction of 30%.

« Land used primarily as working waterfront (50%-89% for commercial fish-
ing activity) is now eligible for a reduction of 20%.

+  Working waterfront land that is subject to a legally binding right-of-way or
easement that permits access to intertidal land for commercial fishing activ-
ities is eligible for the same reductions, and an additional reduction of 10%.

Amended penalties

Previously, penalties were imposed if a fisherman did not use the property for
fishing for a year. The regulations have now been amended to extend this pe-
riod to two years. The regulations also include the ability to request a delay in
payment of other penalties (due to change of use) of up to two years.

vessels or directly in the seafood supply chain, the productive and fragile wa-
ters of the Gulf of Maine should not be used as testing ground for new offshore
wind technology or to site large industrial wind farms.”

New England is a growing market for offshore wind developers because many
states have passed laws mandating procurement of offshore wind energy.
Massachusetts is a leader in offshore wind with a target of 5.6 gigawatts by
2027; Maine’s goal is to generate 3 gigwatts of offshore wind energy by 2040.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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STEAMING AHEAD
BY CRAIG STEWART, MLA VICE-PRESIDENT

On the shores of Long Island in Casco Bay, fishing isn't
just a job, it’s the heartbeat of the community. I know first-
hand that fishing is about much more than hauling traps
or chasing quotas. It's about showing up for each other,
working side by side, and leaning on neighbors when times
get tough. We might not always see eye-to-eye, but when
somebody needs help, we're there. That’s what community
is. That’s what fishing is.

With only about 260 people living on the island year-round,
every person counts. Whether fixing a wharf, moving
equipment, or lending a truck, no one has to ask for help;
it’s just understood. It doesn’t matter if it’s fishing, dump
runs, or taking care of neighbors when they are sick. We all
pitch in. That’s the way it’s always been, and that’s how we
keep going.

This sense of community also drives the island’s younger
fishermen to take the

connections between coastal communities. If we don’t
stick together, were going to struggle. We need to support
each other, share what we know, and push for better prices
and conservation. That’s the only way we’ll make it.

The communities in the Pacific Northwest struggle with
quota cuts, early season closures, and new regulations
that make it challenging to stay afloat. Whether it’s Maine
or Alaska, we'e all dealing with the same pressures, just
wrapped up a little differently. Making connections with
fishermen from other regions reinforces the sense that no
one is in this alone. Despite being separated by thousands
of miles, fishing communities share the same grit, values,
and commitment to preserving their traditions. These re-
lationships are a reminder that fishermen everywhere are
in this together, weathering the same storms, navigating
regulations, and finding ways to keep going.

And support doesn't

helm. In recent years,
a couple of them re-
ceived Maine state scal-
lop licenses through
the lottery process and
stepped into the role
of the next generation,
diversifying from just
lobstering. I've tried to
help where I can but it’s
really everyone on this
island. We all want to
see them succeed be-
cause it keeps our way
of life alive.

The fishing industry
has always been chal-
lenging, but today’s
fishermen are forced to
adapt to it in ways ear-
lier generations might
not have imagined.
Diversification has be-
come essential, with
folks balancing lob-
stering and scalloping
to make ends meet. I've seen neighbors expand into kelp
farming and oyster farms, pushing the boundaries of what
it means to be a fisherman.

It’s not just about passing down skills; it’s about passing
down values. Fishing can be brutal. If youTe in it for the
money, youre in the wrong place. You've got to love it to
stay, and you've got to love the people around you, too.
That’s what makes it all worth it.

Beyond the shorelines of Long Island, lobstermen have
found solidarity with other fishing communities across the
country. Last fall, I met fishermen from Alaska, the Pacific
Northwest, and beyond and realized just how similar our
challenges are. It reinforced the importance of building

Family and community are what make commercial

fishing in Maine possible. C. Clegg photo.

stop at the docks. The
community extends to
how people buy their
seafood. It’s simple. If
you want us to keep
fishing, you've got to
buy local. Support your
neighbor. Eat what’s
caught right on your
coast.

The future of fishing
depends on the next
generation stepping up.
The community must
rally behind them. It’s
not easy getting young-
er people into this busi-
ness. Supporting young
fishermen goes beyond
offering advice, fixing
gear, and being a gen-
erational fishing family;
it also means creating a
market to support local
fishermen. When peo-
ple buy locally caught
seafood, theyre keeping us out there. Every time you
choose a lobster from Maine or fish from your neighbor,
youre investing in the next generation of fishermen. This
connection between local buyers and local catch ensures
that fishing communities like ours will continue to thrive.
If we don’t support our own, we lose more than an industry
— we lose our heritage.

Fishing on Long Island has always been about the way of
life and the connection to the community. Whether it’s the
laughter echoing through channel 73, working with fam-
ily, and the comfort of knowing your neighbors are always
behind you, fishing here is about belonging. At the end of
the day, the community is what holds everything together.
Without that, none of the rest would matter.
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MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY

The MLA Board met on October 10 in Belfast. Bob Blais from East Coast Seafood
and Drew Minkiewicz, attorney for a Maine processor/dealer group, attended

to discuss the ASMFC gauge increase and dealer/processor concerns over ban-
ning lobster imports from Canada smaller than the U.S. minimum gauge size.

Bob Blais presented the dealers’ concerns. He
began by providing background on East Coast
Seafood and its concern over Addendum 30,
which prevents the import of lobster smaller
than the U.S. minimum. East Coast sells to ma-
jor retailers including Costco, Walmart, and food
trucks. The company processes in the U.S. from
May through December. If there is a U.S.-only
gauge increase, his company will lose access to
lobsters from Canada in May and June, which
would threaten the company’s processing opera-
tion. He estimates that 90% to 95% of the compa-
ny's supply is from Canada during those months.
East Coast does buy U.S. lobsters that are availa-
ble but it is not enough to keep the plant running
during those months. When asked why they couldn’t purchase graded product,
he responded that the cost of those lobsters would be too high for his plant to
operate successfully. He estimates that May and June account for 10% to 15% of
the company’s annual processing volume.

MLA Board members asked many questions about why banning the import
of undersized lobsters would risk the success of U.S. processing operations. It
was noted that May and June were banner months in Canada last year, and
that PE.L grades its larger lobsters to sell to the live market. A board member
asked again why East Coast can’t buy graded product. Blais responded that it
is a complicated issue because Canada is hit with so many lobsters now in the
spring. Lobsters would be processed in Canada before they would be graded.
And if they were graded, it would raise the price significantly so East Coast
would not be able to compete. The live side has more capacity to pay the pre-
mium for graded product. A board member asked why the processing plants
aren't developing an automated grading system to keep competitive? Another
asked if Canada can handle all of the lobsters it is landing now? Blais answered
yes. A board member then asked if that is so, why Canada is selling any product
to the U.S. now?

With regard to Addendum 30, the MLA board was unequivocal in its support.
The MLA Board hopes that the Canadian Maritimes in the Gulf of Maine will
come up on the measure, but if they don't, the MLA would not support any im-
port of lobster smaller than the U.S. gauge.

Attorney Minkiewicz said he understood MLA’s concerns, but asked MLA to
consider a compromise to support the dealers. If dealers buying Maine product
are negatively impacted, this will hurt Maine lobstermen.

He asked two questions: Would MLA consider allowing imports of undersize
lobster only during May and June?

Would MLA consider finding other ways to meet the conservation goal? When
asked what that would be, he said dealers are willing to explore that, but an
example would be a vent increase instead of gauge increase.

After much discussion, the consensus was that the MLA Board cannot support
the import of undersize lobster, even for just two months. If lobstermen can’t
possess the smaller lobster, dealers should not possess the smaller lobster. The
Board also stated that it does not seem realistic to get an alternative conserva-
tion measure (to replace gauge increase) through ASMFC. ASMFC has already
ruled out most other measures because they determined they would not meet
the goal of increasing spawning stock biomass.

The MLA board was clear that it understands that dealers and harvesters
must try to work together; the industry is at its best when both are doing well.
Everyone agreed that Addendum 27 (the gauge increase) is driving this division
between harvesters and dealers and that neither side wants the gauge increase.

Other board members expressed overall frustration with the ASMFC process.
Maine’s offshore LMA 1 lobstermen are frustrated that Area 3 boats are har-
vesting the lobsters that Maine throws back. They have observed that there is
very poor enforcement in Area 3 and those boats are landing seeders, v-notch,
and oversized lobsters. This undermines conservation, which is particularly
concerning when changes are required to enhance conservation. There was a
discussion of a need to improve the science and concern that the data current-
ly collected do not reflect what is happening offshore. There is no survey work
in deep waters so the data do not reflect the significant difference between
lobster abundance and size 15 miles out and 40 miles out.

At the U.S.-Canada Lobster Town Meeting in January in Bar Harbor this issue
will be discussed with a larger group of lobstermen and supply chain repre-
sentatives from both sides of the border.

The board then held a short business meeting. Sunshine reported that member-
ship renewals are going well and MLA is recruiting new members. She has spent
alot of time visiting wharves with positive feedback. The Jr. Harvester newslet-
ter went out and has been well received. Look for profiles of Jr. Harvesters and
business members in the MLA pages in Landings. Kevin reported that MLA
has kicked off the end-of-year fundraising campaign supported through a mail-
ing and social media campaign. The 70th Anniversary party is set to go on
November 2.

Patrice reported that Max Strahan has filed a 60-day notice of intent to sue MLA
and NMFS (dated October 3). This does not mean that MLA will be sued but it
could be. MLA submitted comments to ASMFC in support of delaying LMA 1
gauge increase to July 2025. ASMFC’s Lobster Board meets on October 21 to
vote on Addendum 31 (to delay to July 2025) and they will also discuss MLA’s re-
quest to remove the 24/7 provision for trackers. BOEM will hold the auction for
offshore wind leasing in GOM on October 29. Results should be available that
day. The New England Fishery Management Council cut 2025 herring quota
by 89%. The Area 1A quota will be reduced to 783 mt for 2025. Board mem-
bers were extremely concerned about what this will mean for bait next year.
There was also concern that pogies coming to Maine from New Jersey were very
small. The final 2024 herring quota opens October 10 and 11 (2 landing days).
The Eastern Maine Spawning Closure has been lifted so the MDI should watch
for gear conflict.

Board members provided brief updates on the fishery in their area. Everyone
reported that fishing has been slower than they would like but price is up.
However, most board members reported that when they compared this year’s
catch to last year, they weren't down as much as they thought. Most, but not
all, were ahead on profit. Those fishing exclusively offshore were down on both
landings and value.

ASMFC LOBSTER BOARD SUMMARY

The AMSFC Lobster Board met on October 21 and approved Addendum 31,
postponing the implementation of the LMA 1 gauge increase to July 1, 2025.
The gauge increase was approved in October 2023 as a proactive measure in
response to a downturn in the lobster stock, and was scheduled to take effect
in June 2024 based on declines in 2023 survey results.

In response to industry concerns, ASMFC originally extended the implementa-
tion date to January 1, 2025, to allow the Gulf of Maine states the opportunity
to coordinate with Canada regarding possible trade implications and give the
industry and gauge makers additional time to prepare for these changes. The
latest delay to July 2025 will allow further consideration of complementary
measures by Canada, as well as offset potential impacts to U.S. dealers that
depend on smaller lobster imported from Canada in the early part of the year.
The July 2025 implementation date also delays measures for Outer Cape Cod
lobstermen to standardize maximum size and v-notch definition with Area 3.
The MLA submitted comments to ASMFC in support of delay LMA 1 gauge in-
crease to July 2025.

ASMFC is still considering MLA's request to remove the 24/7 provision of the fed-
eral lobster tracker requirement. This will be discussed at an upcoming meeting.

ANNUAL RIGHT WHALE MEETINGS

Patrice McCarron attend-
ed two annual right whale
meetings. The Ropeless
Consortium meeting took
place October 21 and 22
and the North Atlantic
Right Whale Consortium
(NARWC) meeting was
held October 23 and 24 in
Providence, Rhode Island.

TheRopeless Consortium
meeting drew nearly
300 attendees. There are
many pilot projects un-
derway testing on-demand gear in Canada, New England, the Southeast, and
California. These projects report successful retrieval rates ranging from 80% to
98% with catch being landed from whale closure areas.

North American right whale.

Photo courtesy of M. Dwyer.

Gulf of St. Lawrence snow crab fishermen, southeast black sea bass fishermen,
Massachusetts lobstermen, and California Dungeness and box crab fishermen
all reported that they were grateful to regain access to closed fishing grounds
and continue to earn aliving. They noted that a satellite system such as Starlink
is needed to reliably use the gear, and that location of unmarked gear should be

Continued on page 8
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integrated into existing chart plotters. These fishermen were clear that there
are still many issues to address and that deployment of this gear could not be
scaled up for use by larger groups of fishermen.

Interoperability among various on-demand systems was highlighted as one of
the biggest challenges to solve. Until unmarked gear can be seen by other vessels
and enforcement officers, on-demand fishing will not be operational, regardless
of the technology being used. Enforcement officers also raised many issues to be
resolved before this gear could be commercially viable, from their perspective.

Gear libraries are being developed in many areas to provide a variety of rope-
less, on-demand, and innovative gear for fishermen to trial. For most projects,
fishermen are paid to fish the gear and collect data. The Ropeless Consortium
will form an on-demand gear data working group to discuss how to manage,
protect, and warehouse the real-time fishing data that will be needed for this
gear to become operational. NMFS and DFO are each separately developing
a “road map” with strategies to operationalize innovative gear technology for
commercial fisheries.

The North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium convenes annually as a forum to
share the latest results from right whale research. The meeting includes an up-
date on the most recent population estimate and status of the population. This
year brought good news: the right whale population is estimated at 372 indi-
viduals (as 0f 2023).

The right whale catalog identified 374 right whales seen alive from 2021 to
2023 including 150 females, 208 males, and 16 unknown. There were 20 calves
born in 2024, four first-time mothers, five mortalities, and four lost calves. In
2022, 258 right whales were sighted in Cape Cod Bay. This is more than double
the number of whales sighted in any other habitat, including the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. Disentanglement teams in the U.S. and Canada reported eight en-
tanglement incidents; seven were new (two shed the gear), and one was ongo-
ing, which resulted in mortality (RW 5120). The meeting included updates on
ongoing research projects to reduce entanglement and vessel strikes, updates
on population monitoring techniques, distribution, the use of acoustics, genet-
ics, health monitoring, and management updates from the U.S. and Canada.

MLA AGAIN REQUESTS NMFS RECLASSIFY MAINE LOBSTER FISHERY

On October 24, the MLA submitted comments on NMFS’ Proposed 2025 List of
Fisheries, restating its request that the agency remove the Maine state waters
lobster trap fishery from Category I and list it as a Category II fishery under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act. A Category II fishery has less interaction with
an endangered species than a Category I fishery. MLA notes that NMFS’s con-
tinued failure to reclassify the fishery perpetuates the unnecessary and overly
burdensome regulation of thousands of fishing families in Maine state waters.

MAX STRAHAN THREATENS TO SUE MAINE LOBSTER FISHERY

Following NMFS’s October 2 announcement that the final necropsy report
for RW 5120 concluded that it died from entanglement Maine lobster gear,
Max Strahan issued a 60-day Notice of Intent to Sue MLA and NMFS. He must
wait 60 days to file so nothing will happen before then. The law enforcement
investigation is still pending. As a result, MLA has not yet been allowed to
view the gear.

MLA JUNIOR HARVESTER

By Melissa Waterman

Fishing is part of life when
you are a member of the
Fernald family of Islesford.
For brothers Briggs Gray,
17, and Quinn Gray, 12,
whose mother Erin is a
Fernald, there’s real pleas-
ure in continuing the fam-
ily’s longstanding devo-
tion to the sea.

The brothers lobster to-
gether occasionally;
Quinn sterns more often
with his grandfather (Dan
Fernald). “T started with
my grandfather when I
was about 8. Briggs said.
“I did too,” Quinn adds.
“My  great-grandfather
Warren Fernald had three
sons who fished. I've got
his boat,” Briggs contin-
ued. The 32-foot vessel
long used by his great-
grandfather, a founding
member of the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association

who passed away in 2005, Mother Ann at the dock.

has been repaired and

strengthened with a fiberglass hull. She bears the same name as when Warren
fished it, Mother Ann, after his wife.

Briggs and Quinn learned from their grandfather at a young age what to do and
what not to do on a lobster boat. Briggs has been fishing on his own for two
years. Things felt different to him in those early days. “I remember it was more
laid back. I had just ten traps. It was calmer. My grandfather’s goal was just to
teach me about lobstering, to show me what it was like;” he said.

For Quinn lobstering is largely about baiting traps, banding and measuring
the lobsters, with occasional tricks at the wheel. It is what he wants to do. “I
always like to be on the water. You never know what’s going to come up in a
trap,” he said.

Briggs has moved from lobstering principally close to shore to deeper water
this season. “I'm in 150 to 160 feet. I like the deeper water. The pace is slower be-
cause I'm fishing 40s,” he said. “I like running my own boat. I know more about
what the lobsters are doing, what bottom will be good on a particular day”

The brothers and their other siblings are home-schooled. Briggs attends an on-
line high school program, with most of his classes in the afternoon so he can
fish in the morning. “I don't mind school but I'd rather be on the water,” he
admitted. Quinn, who enjoys mechanical systems, also understands that an
education is important yet he echoes his older brother’s words. “I mainly like
being on the water,” he said.
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MEET THE MLA BOARD

Gerry Cushman, 55, has been on the MLA board for more than 20 years. Nearly
everyone will tell you he’s just as energetic now as he was when he started.

“Me and Tad (Miller, former MLA board member from Matinicus) went to an
MLA meeting in Belfast and we sat and listened. They needed two new board
members. Well, I was interested and so I joined,” he recalled.

Twenty years ago the issue of right whale entanglements was slowly rising on
the horizon. Cushman helped the MLA position itself for the ensuing battles

by bringing the organization to the at-
tention of a Washington, D.C., law firm,
many of whose attorneys summered in
the Port Clyde area. “The MLA had no
money back then,” Cushman said. “I gift-
ed pro bono work from the firm during
the first round of whale rules. That really
led to the moment we won the case in
D.C.in 20227

But the problem of right whale protec-
tion hasn't disappeared. New federal

regulations are due in 2028; the National

Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) be- S
gins discussions of those regulations
this winter. “The whale rules are coming

sooner than you think. Summer break is over,;” Cushman cautions. “We have to

stay active and protect the fishery. We have to make sure the younger guys can
come up, make a living and provide for their families”

Cushman is also active in the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association (MCFA),
which began with Port Clyde groundfishermen, and serves as vice-chairman
of its board. Port Clyde had long been home to a diversified fishing fleet, which
slowly shrank as different fisheries declined or closed. “During the summer my
father would go lobstering in the day, herring seining at night,” he said. “Then
scalloping come November, then shrimping, and groundfishing in the spring.
Now we have all our eggs in one basket. That’s not a smart move.”

He’s optimistic, however, that fisheries other than lobster will have a resur-
gence. “Scallops came back, slowly. I think groundfishing is an option in the
future. MCFA and the Nature Conservancy are buying quota and Maine has a
permit bank as well,” he said. “I see more and more diversification happening
and it makes me happy. It means more opportunity for young guys.

Another thing that makes Cushman happy: the sunrise. “I have seen thousands
of different sunrises,” he said. “It never gets old. They make you feel so good to
be alive.

MLA board member Jim Dow, 60, from Bass Harbor, doesn’t talk any more than
he needs to. But when he speaks, he is listened to. Former board member Jack
Merrill, Islesford, brought Dow to an MLA board meeting some years ago. “He
talked to me on the way up to the meeting and down again. I was a member
of the Downeast Lobstermen’s Association at that time. I didn't even know the
MLA covered the whole coast,” Dow recalled. He signed up as a member and

was elected to the board in 2007.

Dow’s roots along the coast go deep.
Five generations of his family have
been fishermen, first out of Rockland
and Vinalhaven, and then out of Bass
Harbor since at least the 1800s. His
maternal grandmother grew up on
Gotts Island southwest of Mt. Desert
Island. His great-aunt was the famous
author Ruth Moore. Moore wrote nov-
els about the hard lives of fishermen
and their families on a fictional Maine
island, stories that were largely based
on her early life on Gotts Island. “My
grandmother and her sister would

handline haddock off the island, clean
them, filet them and then serve them

at the boarding house,” Dow said. “Hard work.”

Hard work, including being a member of the MLA board, has never bothered
Dow. As part of the board, he has traveled many times to Augusta to speak
before state Legislative committees and to talk to politicians and agency offi-
cials. “It was funny, one time I was before the Marine Resources Committee and
there was my high school teacher [ former Senator Dennis Damon]. He came
up to me after and said, "You've come a long way since high school’ Iwasn’t very
good in high school,” Dow said.

The MLAS success in keeping the lobster fishery open and delaying imposition
of harsh whale protection regulations gives Dow a sense of pride. “We really
stepped up,” he said. “It was really important for the fishery. Compared with
other groups, we presented information in a quality manner” Keeping the lob-
ster fishery open for everyone, inshore and offshore, big boats and small, is
crucial, according to Dow. “[The proposed regulations] would have put young
and old guys out of business. This can’t happen. It was not good with me. The
coastal Maine communities are as they are because of diversity. They would
ruin that,” he said.

Dow, who fishes inshore in the summer and offshore in the winter, has suffered
a number of health issues in recent years. He is remodeling several houses to
provide rental income when the time comes he can’t go fishing any longer. And
he worries about the young men and women just starting out as lobstermen.
“There’s going to be a real push for ropeless fishing. That will put people out
of business if they push it because of the expense of getting started and then
maintaining that gear”

Dow has enjoyed being on the MLA board all these years and becoming friends
with other board members. But he laments the complexity of lobstering these
days. “The fun of fishing is working the bottom, knowing when to do it, when to
chase it and seeing the benefits of it. The more you go, the more you learn and the
more you make. But you have to love it to do it because it’s hard work;” he said.

MLA BUSINESS MEMBER OF THE MONTH: YANKEE MARINA AND BOATYARD

Yankee Marina and Boatyard in Yarmouth was founded by Ralph Stevens. As
a young man Stevens worked as plant manager in his father’s sardine com-
pany, the Royal River Packing Corp, on the west bank of the Royal River. Ralph
continued to work at the plant after it sold in 1956 to Stinson and Zwecker
and bought the adjacent land in 1964 with the vision of a marina and boat-
yard. He built Yankee Marina working nights and weekends while he contin-
ued to run the sardine factory. He started small but slowly and steadily built
up the business until there were slips for 100 vessels and winter storage space
for 200+. Additional boat services were

The company offers a wide variety of services, from heated storage and marina
services to fiberglass repair, mechanical system overhauls and marine elec-
tronics. It is the state’s sole dealer for Tidewater center console outboards and
a Seakeeper authorized service center.

Yankee Marina is a busy place throughout the year. In an area of the coast where
finding access to the water is difficult, Delp makes sure that local people have
a spot for their boats at a reasonable price. A few slips are set aside so that lo-
cal contractors working on nearby Hope Island, for instance, can travel to and
from the island each day. “Dad would

added over the years as the company ex-
panded.

“Dad loved people,” his daughter and
company president Deborah Delp ex-
plained. “He was a fair man, he looked
out for the local people, as well as his
crew.

Yankee Marina and Boat Yard became
a MLA business member, according
to Delp, “because we totally support
the lobstermen. We try to help where
it's needed, and lobstermen are hav-
ing a hard time because of the new
regulations.”

Yankee Marina and Boatyard employees by the river. YM&B photo.

appreciate that,” she laughed.

Delp’s two brothers work in the business
with her. Many of the employees have
been with the company for decades. “I
think it has to be about people. We put
alot of time into our customers and into
our employees. I believe, that at the end
of the day, the true richness of life comes
from our relationships,” Delp said.

Yankee Marina and Boatyard
142 Lafayette St.

Yarmouth, ME 04096

207-846-4326
hitps://www.yankeemarina.com
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Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
First National Bank
Donald Sussman
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Gifts $5,000 - $9,999

Hamilton Marine

The Reny Charitable
Foundation

Andrew Stanley

Town of Swans Island

Gifts $3,000 - $4,999
Wicked Wines

Gifts $2,000 - $2,999

Eric Beal

John & Cathy Chipman

Town of Cranberry Isles

Vinalhaven Lions Club Lobster
Bake

Gifts $1,000 - $1,999
American Lobster Products
Laurence Ames

Judge W. Kennedy Boone, llI, Ret.
David & Deborah Brooks
City of Ellsworth

Cool As a Moose

Bruce Fernald

Bruce Groening

Carl & Barbara Henlein
Chip Johnson

Maine Aquaculture Association
Jess Pinkham, A Silver Lining
Kristan Porter

David Thomas, Thomas Lobster Co.
Town of Vinalhaven

Lee Watkinson

John Williams

Gifts $500 - $999

Brian Alley

Travis Alley

Nicholas Beaudoin

Stephen Burns, /n honor of
Peter Murphy

Dirigo Federal Credit Union &
Auburn Lobster Festival

Bruce Erwin Johnson

David Johnson

Thomas & Karen Guest, /in honor
of Bobby & Charles Ingalls

Clayton Joyce

Christopher Kelsey

Kristofer Koerber

New England Marine & Industrial

Robert Odlin

Harold Poole, /n honor of
F/V Isla Faith

David Thurlow

Joshua Todd

Turd Pollack

Gifts $300 - $499

Andrew Adam

Jason Alley

Timothy Alley

Eric Anderson

Dustin Emery

Mark Nordli

Travis Otis

Charles H. Tarbox, in honor of
John W. Tarbox

Gifts $100 - $299

James Austin

Daniel Backman, Sr.

Kenneth Banks

Louis & Anne Bigliani, in honor

of Sandy Boardman

Norman Brazer, Jr.

Jennifer Buermann, /in honor of
Peter Murphy

Stephen & Joanne Burns

Albert Buswell

John & Diane Clarner, /in honor
of Sandra Boardman

John Clinton

Lydia Coleman

Emily Conway

John Daggett

Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson

Eric Davis

Kyle Doughty

Jennifer Elwyn, /n honor of
George N. Sewall

Michael Floyd

Terence Gray

Jonathan Gugel, in honor of
Dale Torrey

Judith Gary

Kendall Hall

Curtis & Sally Haskell, /in honor
of Ed & Mary Blackmore

Stephen & Lisa Hewitt

Natalee Hitz

Christopher Hodgkins

Polly Hoffman, /in honor of
Sandy Boardman

Becky Jacobs

Christopher Jenness

Mark Jones

Spencer & Wendy Joyce

Roger Kellett

The Kelley Family, in honor of
Gene Kelley

Shannon Kinney, in honor of
Joan Sigrid Ames

Steven & Doris Klemenz, in
honor of James E. Klemenz

Keith Lane

Burton Leach

Carl Mclntire

James McMabhan, Jr.

Marissa McMahan

Jack Merrill

Timothy Morgan

Dan Morris

Randy Newcomb

Willem Nieuwkerk

Chelsea Nunan

Cody Nunan

Robert Oberlander

George Olsen

Russell Pancoast

Clarence Preble

Bonnie Remar, /in honor of
Gary & Bonnie Castanino

Karen Rizkalla, in honor of
Joan Armstrong

Samuel Rosen

Michael Sherman

Vicky Sherwood, /n honor of
Albert & Barbara Sherwood

Patricia Snow, /n honor of
Sandy Boardman

Sherman Stanley

Meg and Sam Steere, /in honor
of Sandra Peabody Boardman

David Sullivan

Megan Swift, in honor of
Edward & Mary Blackmore

David Tarr

D. Craig & Shirley Thompson, in
honor of William “Buzz” Ropes Il

Michael Tripp

Richard Waldron

Virlinda Walsh, /in honor of
Sandy Boardman

Karl Virgin

Phil Wilde

Richard & Sharon Wilson




Gifts Under $100 Kathye Gorham, /in honor of

Nancy Beal, /in honor of Dick & Evelynne Small
Ossie Beal Michael & Hope Hilton, in honor
Robert Beal of Peter Murphy
Morna Bell David King
BJ Benica Thomas Marr
Ernest Burgess Robert McMahan
Ellen Black Richard Nelson
Col. Charles Brule, Ret., in Paul Nickels & Carrie Hewitt-
honor of all hardworking Nickels, in honor of
Maine lobstermen Peter Murphy
Patricia Callahan Patricia Olsen
Sheila Callahan Robert O’Reilly
Wayne Canning Clayton Philbrook
John Chipman, Jr. Larry & Dale Scott, in honor of
Jane Conrad Peter Murphy
Benjamin Crocker Ralph Slaven
John Dykstra Il, /in honor of Jim Smith
Charles Wandell Gerry Robert W. Smith, Jr., in honor
Laurence Franco of Charles W. Gerry
Friendship Lobster Treats Gary Strout
Captain Larry Fuhrman Donald Ulrickson
Richard Garcia, RG Tax Roger Woodman, Jr.

Accounting and Resolution
Sandra Gates
Green Alien Cannabis Company

PLATINUM SPONSOR

HIGHLINER SPONSOR

CAPTAIN SPONSOR

KEEPER SPONSOR

STERNMAN SPONSOR

Th--" -1 for #~~-tin~ *~ the MLA!

Your donation is a direct investment in the future of Maine’s lobster industry
and our state’s lobstering heritage—and means hope for the future of Maine lobstermen.

OO0OO0O0O0o0aogoaad

“a dollar a day”
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custom PB20

20 Cu.Ft Insulated Chest
with Hinged Lid

Keep your Catch Fresh!

DiMms: 48 xX 45 x 32
150 gal. capacity The Highest Quality Wire Mesh

AQUAMESH"

Manufactured by Riverdale Mills

Act now! _I._imited Rel ia ble
Quantities! Du ra ble
Unmatched

The world’s

only wire mesh
product exclusively
engineered for
ocean use.

S/=RIVERDALE

. Aguamesh® | Manufactured by Riverdale Mills
riverdale.com | sales@riverdale.com | 1.800.762.6374

THE MAINE LOBSTER
MARKETING COLLABORATIVE
HAS LAUNCHED ITS FIRST-EVER
MAINE LOBSTER TOUR!

Local food influencers in Dallas, Chicago and Miami
created curated tours in each city, highlighting
restaurants offering Maine Lobster dishes in both
traditional and innovative ways.

The initial marketing campaign has seen high levels
of engagement from followers across all three
markets, and the MLMC will continue to promote
the tour throughout the fall season.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE TOUR:

https://lobsterfrommaine.com/maine-lobster-tour/

ﬂ facebook.com/lobsterfrormmmaine instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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/Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\
Celebrating our 75th year in business: 1949-2024!

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261

\, /
BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME Wakefield, RI
(207) 434-5791 (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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* Marine
Power

CA

ASKUS ABOUT OUR
CUSTOMER VALUE
AGREEMENTS (CVA)

470/600@1800rpm A Rating
670/715@1800-2100rpm B/C rating
803@2100rpm D Rating

For Marine Engine Sales, contact

John Dendas
Marine Market Manager
774-573-638 « John_Dendas@miltoncat.com

Evan O’Connor
Marine Sales Representative
603-493-2139 « Evan_0O'Connor@miltoncat.com

Milton @ miltoncat.com

C18

Available for new
boat installations
and repowers.

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

Billings Diesel & Marine Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer Marine Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and Industrial, LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine Company, Inc.
Narragansett, Rl

Hallam Marine
Coventry, RI

Cape & Island
Electronic Diesel
Mashpee, MA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from 0’Hara?

BLACK GOD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT

TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

50 LB BAGS

FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

¥ RIENDSHIP "
Or B >
WAXTRAP CO.
BUILT THE BEST. BUILT TO LAST. BUILT YOUR WAY.
VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.FRIENDSHIPTRAP.COM

WE’RE READY FOR
YOUR TRAP & KIT ORDERS

We are proud of our workforce at Friendship Trap, a great mix of
experience, work ethic and attitude!

Combine that with short lead times, great products and
unbeatable service, and what do you get?

The FRIENDSHIP DIFFERENCE!

OUR BUSINESS IS BUILDING YOUR
LOBSTER GEAR.

Attention Area 3 Lobstermen!

5/8” Whale Link The Maine Mold
Rope Link is the safest
breakaway link
alternative
available
when properly
installed.

e Twisted 3-strand
e Green and black
tracer

* NOAA approved

SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC
FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200 (207) 354-2545

Mike Wadsworth
mikew@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0841

Jerry Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0842

Jimmy Emerson — Columbia Falls
jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 483-6555 (800) 339-6558

DEPENDABILITY

L QUALITY (

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street

Rockland, ME 04841

oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856




November 2024 | LANDINGS | Page 15

BELFAST YORK

101 FRONT STREET 15 HANNAFORD DR
207-606-2440 207-363-0220

We're here for you LIFERAFT

SERVICES

Twin Disc customers
Bobby Strong and

Jack White
LIFERAFT INSPECTION / REPACK

PICKUP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE IN ME, NH, MA

EPIRB BATTERY IMMERSION SUIT
NORTH ATPANTIC POWER PRODUCTS REPLACEMENT INSPECTION
15 Continental Drive — Exeter, NH 03833 ACR & McMURDO FACTORY CERTIFIED PRESSURE/LEAK TEST & REPAIRS

Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email: djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York
& New Jersey

NEW EQUIPMENT SALES

FLARES, RAFTS, SUITS, ELECTRONICS, ETC.

207-363-0220
SurvivalAtSea.com

TR EOATERSTORE™

HAMILTON
MARINE

ALWAYS BE PREPARED. Visual distress
signals (V.0.S.J are part of your boat's
safety equipment. Always check their
condition and expiration date before
you leave harbor.

PROUD SPONSOR OF

Hazardous shipping
fees may apply. MLA Legal Defense Fund

MFF Scholarship Fund
Maine Lobster Boat Races

‘;-::.
ot
#SaveMainelLobstermen
Scan QR Code

to Shop Now! SHOP IN-STORE,
BY PHONE OR
ONLINE TODAY!

S X

KITTERY *« PORTLAND ¢ ROCKLAND ¢ SEARSPORT + SW HARBOR ¢ JONESPORT
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MLA BUSINESS MEMBERS

Show your support for these businesses!

ACCOUNTING

Accountalent

Joseph Faris

Bridgeton, ME

207-227-9429 jr@accountalent.com
www.accountalent.com

AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com

MLA members can get 25% off order

Acadian Seaplants
Jacob Patryn
800-575-9100
Jonesport, ME 04648
infomaine@acadian.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

Weirs GMC Buick

877-861-0700

info@weirsbuickgmc.com
www.weirsbuickgmc.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get free Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS

Gulf of Maine Bait

4 Blueberry Lane
Rockport, MA 01966
978-888-4114
gulfofmaine@gmail.com

CBS Lobster
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Harbor Bait
207-633-2214
harborbait@outlook.com
www.harborbait.net

Louisiana Bait Products
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

M & B Fish Co.
603) 547-0672
Mbfishco@gmail.com

Nor’east Bait
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com
81 off per bucket

Venture Bait
(207) 852-3321
Venturebait@gmail.com

William Coffin & Sons
207-497-5765

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
Brooklin Boatyard

(207) 359-2236
info@brooklinboatyard.com
www.brooklinboatyard.com/

Farrin’s Boatshop
(207) 563-5510
www.farrinsboatshop.com

John’s Bay Boat Co.
207-644-8261

jbbcol@gmail.com
www.johnsbayboatcompany.com

New Meadows Marina
207-443-4254
service@newmeadowsmarina.com
www.newmeadowsmarine.com

Royal River Boat Repair
207-846-9577

alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com

$1000 discount for hull or top

Yankee Marina
(207) 846-4326
www.yankeemarina.com

DOCKS/MARINE CONSTRUCTION
Custom Float Services

888-844-9666

info@customfloat.com
https://customfloat.com/

Waterfront Solutions of New England
(603) 380-8817
https://waterfrontsolutionsne.com/

EDUCATIONAL

Finestkind Scenic Cruises

(207) 646-5227
https://www.finestkindcruises.com/

Maine Sea Grant
207.581.1435
umseagrant@maine.edu
https://seagrant.umaine.edu

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
207-798-2001
peter@seacoasttoursme.com
https://seacoasttoursme.com

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA 98225

888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA members.

DuraBrite Inc.

201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Free shipping for MLA members

Navroc Marine Electronics
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
WWW.navroc.com

FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Agri-Access

Mathew Senter

207-557-8755
matthew.senter@agri-access.com

Atlantic Wealth Planning Group
207.213.6007
https://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/
team/atlantic-wealth-planning-group/

Bar Harbor Bank
888-853-7100
https://www.barharbor.bank

CEI (Coastal Enterprises)
504-5900 www.ceimaine.org

Farm Credit East
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

First National Bank
800-564-3195
www.thefirst.com

Machias Savings Bank
(866) 416-9302
www.machiassavings.bank

Maine Financial Group
800-974-9995
https://www.mainefinancialgroup.com/

Northern Maine Development
Commission

207-554-0693
bmcdonald@nmdc.org
www.nmdc.org

Oliver Investments
207-380-1898
jake@jakeoliverinvestments.com
www.jakeoliverinvestments.com

RG Tax Accounting and Resolution
207-607-7118
https://rgtaxresolution.com/

Free initial consultation, review of previous
tax returns

Twin City Financial Group
207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com

FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES

Coastal Equipment Corp.

(207) 775-1100
www.coastalequipment.com

Chase Leavitt

207-772-6383
charrison@chaseleavitt.com
https://chaseleavitt.com/

Guy Cotten, Inc.
800-444-6050
info@guycottenusa.com
https://guycottenusa.com/

Hamilton Marine
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Island Fishing Gear & Auto Parts
(207) 367-5959
www.napaonline.com

Ketcham Supply Co.
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

Midcoast Marine Supply

(207) 725-0053
dave@midcoastmarinesupply.com
https://midcoastmarinesupply.com/

New England Marine & Industrial Inc.
800-492-0779
https://newenglandmarine.com

North Atlantic Power Products
603-418-0470

djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

10% discount for twin disc transmissions
servic 5% off anynew MGX series

Novatec Braids
1-800-565-4212
www.novabraid.com

RE Thomas Marine Hardware
(207) 422-6532
sales@retmarine.com
https://retmarine.com

Rope Razor
207-549-7204
https://roperazor.com

Seacoast Lobster Bands

(978) 500-8292
Bob@seacoastlobsterbands.com
https://seacoastlobsterbands.com/

SoftPoint Industries Inc.
484-225-3710
sales@softsandrubber.com
www.softsandrubber.com

Stormline Gear
sales@stormlinegear.com
www.stormlinegear.com

Superior Marine Products

(207) 292-2590
sales@superiormarineproducts.com
www.superiormarineproducts.com

Tightlines Tackle
207-563-2944 ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Vallation Outerwear
support@vallationouterwear.com
https://vallationouterwear.com/

XtraTuf
xtratufcustomersupport@rockybrands.com
www.xtratuf.com

FUEL/ENERGY

Colby & Gale

207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

Midcoast Solar LLC
207-350-3060
sales@midcoastsolar.com
https://www.midcoastsolar.com
20% off for businesses, 18% off for
residential subscription

Maine Camp Outfitters

207-348-2459
outfitter@maine-camp.com
www.maine-camp.com

MLA members get10% off apparel & pro-
motional products.

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.

603-474-1914

sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.

Hews Company

207-767-2136

info@ hewsco.com

10% off hydraulic components, Craft
cables.

Infab Refractories Inc.
(207) 783-2075
https://infabrefractories.com

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
(207) 725-7552

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.
207-594-9527
sales@marine-hydraulic-engineering.com
https://marine-hydraulic-engineering.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication
(207) 667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
https://nautilus-marine.com

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
207-205-8088

erin@golmf.org

Island Fishermen’s Wives Association
ifwa@msn.com

Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
207-367-2708
info@coastalfisheries.org
https://coastalfisheries.org/
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MLA BUSINESS MEMBERS

Show your support for these businesses!

Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
207-956-0752
info@mainecoastfishermen.org
www.mainecoastfishermen.org/

Maine Lobster Community Alliance
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org/

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Northern Maine Development
Commission www.nmdc.org
Caribou 498-8736 Eastport 498-8731

INSURANCE

Acadia Benefits

207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acadiabenefits.com

Chapman & Chapman
207-770-1119
info@chapmanandchapmanins.com
www.chapmanandchapmanins.com/

FA Peabody Insurance
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

The Hanover Insurance Group
800-922-8427
www.hanover.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com

Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount with
proof of completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years.

Varney Agency

207-947-8637
varneyagency@varneyagency.com
https://varneyagency.com/about

LIFERAFTS

Liferaft Services

Belfast and York

207-363-0220

sales@survivalatsea.com
www.survivalatsea.com

Discount to MLA members; call for code.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL

Atlantic Edge Lobster

207.633.2300
atlanticedgelobster@gmail.com
https://www.atlanticedgelobster.com/

Atwood Lobster

207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com

Beals-Jonesport Coop
(207) 497-2020

Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-op
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Delano Seafood
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

D.C. Air and Seafood
207-963-7139

Downeast Dayboat
(207) 838-1490
www.downeastdayboat.com

Georgetown Co-op

Inland Seafood
207-546-3333

Interstate Lobster Co.
(207) 833-5516

The Lobster Co.
207-985-8824
lobcoretail@yahoo.com
www.thelobsterco.com

The Lobster Guy
866-788-0004
sales@thelobsterguy.com
www.thelobsterguy.com

Lobster Trap Co.
888.353.9898
sales@lobstertrap.com
www.lobstertrap.com

Look Lobster Co.

32 0ld House Point Rd.
Jonesport, ME

207-497-2353
looklobster@myfairpoint.net
www.looklobster.com

Luke’s Lobster
207-332-0304
jeff@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Lobster Outlet
207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com
https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

Maine Ocean Lobster
(207) 994-3179
https://www.maineoceanlobster.com

Marsh Cove Lobster Co.
Milbridge, ME

207-546-2989
marshcovelobster@gmail.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s Cooperative/
Port Clyde Fresh Catch

(207) 701-7032
support@portclydefreshcatch.com
www.portclydefreshcatch.com/

Port Lobster Co.
207-967-2081
https://www.portlobster.com/

RDR Lobster & Shellfish
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

ShopLobster, Inc.
207-386-9320
nperreault2029@gmail.com
www.shoplobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
207-737-4800
bryan@shucksmaine.com

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative
(207) 644-8224
www.southbristolcoop.com/

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Co-op
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s
Cooperative

(207) 372 8637
info@tenantsharborfishermanscoop.com
https://merritt-carey-j6il.squarespace.com

Vinalhaven Fisherman’s Cooperative
207-863-2263
office@vhcoop.com

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
207-963-5857
https://winterharborlobstercoop.com
10% off picked lobster meat

MARINE ENGINES
Cummins

207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Gillespie Marine
207-504-2652
GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Milton Cat
603-484-5248
www.miltoncat.com

Power Product Systems
207-797-5950

info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

MARINE SURVEY

Compass Marine Surveys
207-412-3882
compassmarinesurveys@gmail.com

Northeast Marine Survey

(207) 833-0954
nemsinc@comecast.net
https://northeastmarinesurvey.com/

Shearwater Marine Surveying

(207) 272-7364
shearwatermarinesurveying@gmail.com
www.shearwatermarinesurveying.com/

MEDICAL

CSL Plasma
1-866-275-6800
www.cslplasma.com

PACKAGING/FREIGHT HANDLING
Pack Edge

207.799.6600

www.packedgeinc.com

Trident SPS

610-715-0789

sales@tridentsps.com
https://www.tridentsps.com

5% discount on all insulated fish boxes

PROPELLORS

Accutech Marine Propellor
603-617-3626
office@accutechmarine.com
https://accutechmarine.com
10% off all services

New England Propeller

508-747-6666

neprop@aol.com https://neprop.com
Discounts on marine propeller, shafting,
and related items, sales & repairs

REAL ESTATE

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

RECYCLING

Matinicus Island Recycling Center
(207)-594-9209
info@islandinstitute.org

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy’s

207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com/www.barnbilly.com
Beals Lobster Pier

207-244-3202
customerservice@bealslobster.com
https://bealslobster.com/

Bowdoin College Dining Services
207-725-3211
www.bowdoin.edu/dining

The Clam Shack
207.967.3321
hello@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net

The Cockeyed Gull Restaurant
78 Island Ave.

Peaks Island, ME 04108
766-2800
westpeaks@gmail.com

F. W. Thurston Co.
207-244-7600
www.thurstonforlobster.com

Island Lobster Co.
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Mason’s Famous Lobster Rolls
757-644-7685
wleonard@missionfoods.com
www.masonslobster.com

Ogunquit Lobster Pound

501 Main Street

Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-2516
www.ogunquitlobsterpound.com

Red’s Eats
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

SUPERMARKETS

Edwards Brothers Supermarkets
jeedwards@hannaford.com

(207) 412-0221
www.edwardsbrotherssupermarket.com

SURVIVAL TRAINING

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
207-338-1603
questions@mcmillanoffshore.com
https://mcmillanoffshore.com

25% discount USCG Drill Conductor training

TRAP BUILDERS

Brooks Trap Mill
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Riverdale Mills
508-234-8400
sales@riverdale.com/www.riverdale.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Get active, stop smoking to protect your heart

By Jeremy Berger, DO, and Ann Backus, MS, Harvard Chan School of
Public Health

Imagine your 15-year-old son saying this after you are gone.

“Dad was more than just a highliner. He was the rock we all leaned on. His laugh
was infectious, and he had this incredible ability to make everything feel okay, no
matter how tough life got. But heart disease brought on by years of smoking took
him away from us. We watched as he became weaker, his body reduced by constant
coughing and shortness of breath. The man who
once hauled lobster traps with ease now strug-
gled to climb stairs or even speak without gasp-
ing for air. His heart, the one that loved us so
much, just couldn’t handle it anymore.

STOP SMOKING

(@ WHY STOP SMOKING?

I It harms nearly EVERY
ORGAN in your body,
including your HEART

We begged him to quit, tried to offer help, but the
addiction had its claws in him. Now, hes gone,
and the house feels empty without his presence.
He wasn't just a victim of smoking; we all be-
came victims of it, too—because we lost him.”

HARM Ti
Smoking and its impact on the heart A YOlI}R HI(E’ART

Lobstermen are among the hardest-working
individuals, spending long hours on the wa-

© IRREGULAR HEARTBEAT

; i ; ; o THICKENED AND NARROWED
ter in Physwally demandlng and challengl'ng BLO0D VEsatle
conditions. Strength,' §tam1na, and cardlo,- O I T
vascular health are critical for a lobsterman’s IN THE ARTERIES

success. However, smoking—common in the
fishing community—can severely compro-
mise heart health.

(¥ Find a plan that best fits you

Every cigarette introduces 7,000 harmful  set a date

chemicals into the body, many of which di-
rectly damage the heart and blood vessels.1
Lobstermen are at particular risk because  Avoid e o pases that TZ
smoking weakens the cardiovascular system, e a
affecting the ability to load gear, maneuver | [ Make it public

the boat, and manage ropes and buoys.

(¥ Remind yourself why you're quitting

Nicotine, the addictive substance in cigarettes, ugwed

1 you would

B For more information, visit CardioSmart.org/StopSmoking

additional strain on the heart, while carbon monoxide reduces the blood’s abil-
ity to carry oxygen. Smoking forces the heart to work overtime, struggling to
pump oxygen-rich blood throughout the body. This relentless strain wears down
the heart, leading to overwhelming fatigue and breathlessness.

The benefits of quitting smoking

The good news is that quitting smoking can reverse many of the damaging ef-
fects on the cardiovascular system. Within a year of quitting, the risk of heart
disease decreases by 50%, and over time, the risk continues to drop. Quitting
also improves lung function, making it easier
to breathe and maintain energy during physi-

% cally demanding tasks. For lobstermen, this
means it becomes less difficult to haul lobster
[ ] traps, lift and pull wet ropes, and move heavy
Quitting fsn't traps on a shifting boat.
EASY, but it . L
1 0UT OF 4 gl Physical activity improves heart health
DEATHS .

vears of YOUR . C :

LIFE Physical activity is an important part of

maintaining cardiovascular health, and it is
especially beneficial for those who are quit-
ting smoking. Exercise helps reduce crav-
ings, manage stress, and improve overall
fitness levels. For lobstermen, staying active
off the boat is essential to keeping the heart
healthy and strong,.

Exercise comes in many forms. A walk af-
ter supper, yard work, playing outside with
the grandchildren, even something as fun as
dancing are all ways to stay active.

o
(¥ Ask about programs to . . . . .

help you quit The journey to quit smoking and maintain a
[ Take advantage of the tools and healthy heart might be challenging, but with

resources available at . 5

and get help at the right support and goals, it's more than
(4 Don't give up! Stips are possible. Start today and give your heart—

often part of the process
and your work as a lobsterman—the best

chance to thrive.

([ Celebrate small successes

raises heart rate and blood pressure, putting

HY-LINER
ROPE COMPANY

SINK FLOAT
ROPE ROPE

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
SuperSink ¢ SteelLiner « EasyPull ¢ Float Ropes

HY-LINER ROPE COMPANY
ST. GEORGE, MAINE

Visit our stores in Portland and Ellsworth!

LIFE RAFTS — Inspections & Sales  Inflatable Boats —

Flares~ Survival Suits~ Life Jackets  Sales and Service

AB and ACHILLES
EPIRBS — Inspections and
Battery Replacement Center
Portland Ellsworth
84 Cove St. 218 Bucksport Rd.
772-6383 667-9390

www.chaseleavitt.com

SEA Rose TrRar COMPANY
9 Digital Drive
Biddeford, ME 04005

Lobster traps and supplies

« Trap kits, cages and finished traps

» Heads cut, strung, and hooped

» Stocking Cavatorta Seaplax Italian wire

» Stocking Fitec and Broad Creek twine in #21,
#24, and #27 thread

» Stocking Seamaster products including buoys,
ERGOs, weighted runners, and more.

Small enough to care; big enough to deliver
Family-owned business since 1993

Shop: 207-730-5531
Adam: 207-730-1651
Don: 207-730-2063
Eric: 207-653-6195

Email: searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Many thanks to the businesses that not only support the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association but offer a discount to YOU, our members.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Vessel Insurance

Falmouth, ME - Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 ?ears. Wooden boat, Builders coverage,

no lay up period, discounted electronics deductib
and more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

e, and automatic coverage of researchers

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Brunswick, ME — Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.

207-607-7118 | www.rgtaxresolution.com

Automotive

Weirs Buick - GMC

Arundel ME — Purchase a new GMC and get
a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card.
877-861-0070 | www.weirsgmc.com

Bait

Nor’east Bait LLC

York, ME — §1 off per bucket. Must show
current MLLA card.

207-752-6775 | noteastbait@gmail.com

Boat Builders/Repairs

SW Boatworks

Lamonie, ME — $1,000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38" CB or 44’ CB.

207-667-7427 | www.swboatworks.com

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA — Discounts & Specials for
MLA members; call for more info.
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights

Garden City, NY — Free shipping for MLA
members. 201-915-0555

Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH — 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LLC

South Portland, ME — 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Hamilton Marine

Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME — Discounts
available to commercial fishermen.

North Atlantic Power Products

Exeter NH — 10% discount for all service
repair of twin disc transmissions, 15% off any
new MGX seties. 603-418-0470

Trident Sustainable Plastic Solutions
Kittery, ME — 5% discount on all insulated fish
boxes. 610-715-0789

Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, LL.C

New Harbor, ME — MLA members receive
20% off for businesses and 18% off for
residential from our Community Solar Farms,
with a $100 local gift card or donation to
MILA for subsctibers.

207-350-3060 | www.midcoastsolar.com

Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters
Sunset, ME — 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.

800-560-6090

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME — 10% off all apparel.
207-967-4555 | www.mainelobstermen.org

Hotels

Newspapers

Commertcial Fisheties News

Deer Isle, ME — Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA — Special annual subscription rate: $12/12
issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Accu Tech Marine Propellet, Inc.
Dover, NH — 10% off all services.
003-617-3626 | www.accutechmarine.com

New England Propeller, Inc.
Plymouth, MA — 15% off inboard propel-
lers; 20% off alum or s/s propellers.
508-746-8804 | www.neprop.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME — 5% discount on propeller
reconditioning,

207-667-1119 | www.nautilus-marine.com

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME — $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
(Rockland, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott —
(Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates 7/0r MILA menbers and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MI1.A for
information, or mention MILA when booking.

Lobster & Seafood

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME — 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Liferaft Services

Belfast & York, ME — Discount offered to
MILA members; call for code.
207-363-0220 | www.survivalatsea.com

Museums & Entertainment

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME — Special discounts to shows
at the Cross Arena in Portland! Use promo
code GFRIEND at checkout. Order by

phone, online, or in person at the box office.

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME — 15% off tours for
MLA members. Must show MLA
card. 207-798-2001

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath ME — Free admission for card holding
MLA members. 207-443-1316

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!
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LOBSTERING WOMEN OF MAINE
REMEMBERING THE ARTIST

Susan Tobey White died at home of pancreatic cancer on September 22 in
Belfast. She retired in 2004 after many years as an elementary art teacher in the
Belfast school district to become a full-time artist, opening High Street Studio
and Gallery in town. Her series of paintings, “Lobstering Women of Maine,” be-
gan after she saw a woman unloading traps in the harbor on a cold day one
November. Th e series, exhibited at the Penobscot Marine Museum in 2019, lat-
er formed the basis of her book, Lobstering Women of Maine, published in 2023.
Th e 18 women were each portrayed in one of White's acrylic paintings and in
the book the paintings were accompanied by a brief story.

We featured Susan Tobey White's vibrant work in Landings several years ago
and honor her memory with these images.

Suzanne.
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NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU?

&

G@O

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.

Call them today at the branch office closest to you.

LOANS AND LEASES FOR:
BOATS * TRUCKS < REAL ESTATE ¢ PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES « WHARVES * EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR + OPERATING LINES

Q?gg FARM CREDIT EAST

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM
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STEADY INCREASE IN RIGHT WHALE POPULATION

The 2023 North Atlantic right whale popula-
tion estimate found the number of whales
increased slightly, to 372 whales, showing a
slow increase over the last three years from
358 in 2020, according to the North Atlantic
Right Whale Consortium. The estimate was
the product of a collaboration between the
New England Aquarium’s Anderson Cabot

Center for Ocean Life and the U.S. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,

and includes a margin of error of about 12. At least nine right whales have died
so far in 2024, four of which were calves, the highest mortality count since
2019. The consortium said those deaths could lower the population count re-
leased next year.

LOBSTERS FINDING NEW HOMES

A University of Maine study
has found that lobsters in
shallow waters (~30 feet)
along Maines coast have
moved to new habitats as the
population has grown older.
Typically, most adult lobsters
lived in the shelter formed
by boulders on the seafloor.
Maine researchers, however,
discovered that from 1995-
2021, the number of lobsters
using boulder habitat fell by
60%. Lobsters residing in “sediment or featureless ledge habitats, both of which
have little to no geological features to use as shelters, increased 633% and 280%,

UMaine photo.

(207) 223-8846

respectively; they reported. Lobster population density across all habitat types
has fallen as well, meaning that lobsters are more spread out over greater ar-
eas. The report suggested increased water temperatures during the period as a
reason for the habitat shift.

COBSCOOK BAY TIDAL POWER DAM, REPRISED

The federal government has granted a preliminary permit to developers for
construction of a controversial tidal power dam in Cobscook Bay. Pembroke
Tidal Power Project LLC, a subsidiary of a company known as Nestar Energy,
said the dam could eventually generate 87,000 megawatt hours of electricity a
year. But the project faces opposition from more than 60 Pembroke residents
and the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Pleasant Point, who filed formal complaints
and motions to intervene. The National Marine Fisheries Service and Maine’s
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife also filed intervention notices.

NEW TECHNOLOGY MIGHT REDUCE SHIP STRIKES

A new Al detection system may be able to help the shipping industry prevent
collisions with whales. Researchers at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
(WHOI) believe that ship strikes could decline drastically using a whale detec-
tion camera system on large commercial vessels.

The cameras are mounted on a ships deck and use thermal imaging to de-
tect a whale’s body or spout, providing real-time information on distance and
bearing from a vessel. The aim is to provide the crew with enough warning to
change course or speed. The system, which uses thermal infrared cameras and
is linked to an artificial intelligence algorithm, could be used on commercial
ships, cruise ships, and fishing vessels.

FEDERAL MONEY AWARDED TO HELP TRAIN YOUNG FISHERMEN

The Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association (MCFA) and Eastern Maine Skippers
Program (EMSP) were awarded a combined $2,067,434 in grant funding aimed
at supporting the training and workforce development for the next generation
of Maine fishermen and women.

The EMSP will provide targeted career development opportunities in Maine
through workshops, vessel-based activities, and mentorship. MCFA will create
three microlearning videos focused on physical and mental health and career
resilience for young fishers. The grants were awarded through the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Young Fishermen’s
Development Program, per an announcement by the Maine Congressional
delegation.

AUSTRALIA TO RESUME EXPORTING LOBSTER TO CHINA

China will resume importing Australian live lobsters by the end of this
year, removing the final major obstacle to bilateral trade that once cost
Australian exporters more than 20 billion Australian dollars ($13 billion)
a year, Australia’s prime minister said in mid-October. China ended trade
with Australia in 2020 on a range of commodities including lobster, coal,
wine, barley, beef, and wood as the two countries’ diplomatic relations be-
came estranged. Conservative Prime Minister Scott Morrison had angered
Beijing that year by demanding an independent investigation into the ori-
gins of and responses to the COVID-19 pandemic.

()
Refrigerate Me

Sales, Service, Maintenance and Installation of:

Walk-In Coolers/Freezers © Lobster Chillers & Tanks
Bait Coolers/Freezers © lce Machines & Equipment o Process Refrigeration

Registered Efficiency *
Maine Contractor .
ENERGENCY Applled *
SERVICE Refrigeration
AVAILABLE Services Commercil, Industrial

Serving all of New England

(207) 893-0145

www.appliedrefrigeration. com Licensed, Insured, Cerfified
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Coents Calendar

C

More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org

)

November 13

Blue Venture Investment Summit, Ocean

November 29-December 1

Gateway, Portland. FMLI: https://gmri.org/events/

blue-venture-investment-summit-2024.

November 19

December 2

Festival of Lights, Rockland.

Central Regional Shellfish Meeting, 10:30 a.m-
12:30 p.m, Waldo County YMCA, Belfast.

Shellfish Advisory Council meeting, 11a.m.-2

p-m., Moore Community Center, Ellsworth and

via Teams.

Free Fishing Vessel Stability Workshop, 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m., at Coast Guard Sector Northern New

December 4

Eastern Regional Shellfish Meeting, noon-2

Center, Machias.

England, South Portland. FMI: Attps://fishing-

partnership.org/event/fishing-vessel-stability-

class-s-portland-me.

November 20

“Sea State: Climate Resilience Potential in Gulf
of Maine Fisheries,” 5:30-7:30 p.m., Gulf of Maine
Research Institute, Portland.

November 21

NEFMC Scallop Committee meeting, 9 a.m.,
Hilton Garden Inn, Boston. FMI: www.nefinc.
org/calendar/nov-20-2024-scallop-advisory-
panel-meeting.

November 25

December 5

p-m., University of Maine Machias Reynold

Southern Regional Shellfish Meeting, 12:30
p-m.-2:30 p.m., Curtis Memorial Library,

Brunswick.

December 3-5

New England Fishery Management Council

meeting, Newport, RI. FMI: www.nefinc.org/

council-meetings.

December 5-15

December 6-8

Christmas by the Sea, Camden.

NEFMC Groundfish Committee meeting, 9 a.m.,

Fairfield Inn & Suites, New Bedford. FMIL: www.
nefimc.org/calendar/nov-25-2024-groundfish-

committee-meeting.

December 11

Kennebunkport Christmas Prelude. FMI:
https://christmasprelude.com.

“Sea State: Hope and the Gulf of Maine,” 5:30-

7:30 p.m., Gulf of Maine Research Institute,

Portland.

DMR Aquaculture Lease Applications:

Tailored Financing Specifically
For Your Marine Needs.

New Boat Construction * Used Boat Loans
Traps & Gear Loans ¢ Refinancing & Repowering

144 US Route One
Scarborough, Maine

MAINE
FINANCIAL GROUP

A Katahdiin Trust Company Affiliate

IVIF

CONTACT: Jim Amabile * 1.800.974.9995

MEMBER FDIC 2Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

New Activity (9/24/24 - 10/25/24)

Bay Harbor |Acadia Aqua Farms LLC SW of Googins Ledge, Frenchman Bay 48 acres |[Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Lease Granted with modifications 10/3/24
Beals The Elving Place LLC W of Beals-Great Wass Causeway, Flying 5 57 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 vrs App rec'd 3/21/23; site report published
ving Place Pound : Y™ |10/22/24
Muscongus Bay Kelp W of Louds Isl, Muscongus Sound 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental |3 yrs [App Il rec'd 5/14/24; site visit completed
Bristol Public Hearing 10/29/24 1pm Damariscotta
Unicorn Oyster E of Perkins Point, Damariscotta Rvr 3.9 acres |Shellfish Experimental |3 yrs . & P
Town Office
Brunswick |Green, Christopher The Reach 2.71 acres |Shellfish Experimental 3 yrs [Lease Granted 10/15/24
A 'd 4/4/23; sit t published
Deer Isle Deep Blue Aquaculture LLC |W of Hog Island, Eastern Penobscot Bay 41.2 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs 1872;;4 /4/23; site report publishe
Lindelof, Jett E of Job Isl, Penobscot Bay 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental |3 yrs [Lease Granted 10/17/24
Isleboro
Lindelof, Lake W of Middle Isl, Penobscot Bay 4 acres Marine Algae |Experimental |3 yrs |[Lease Granted 10/17/24
Long Island |Shearwater Ventures LLC [NW of L'il Chebeague Isl, Casco Bay 3.86 acres [Marine Algae |Experimental (3 yrs |Lease Granted 10/2/24
George Faux, Inc. :i(\)/l;freat salt Bay, Upper Damariscotta 1.8 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |Lease Granted with modifications 10/3/24
Newcastle
Spinney, Joel E of Little Point, Damariscotta River 9.38 acres |Shellfish Standard 20 yrs |App received 10/17/24; site review TBD
Port Clyde [lce House Seafood LLC Lobster Pound, Port Clyde Harbor 2.87 acres [Shellfish/Algae |Experimental (3 yrs |App rec'd 5/23/24; site visit completed

For an interactive source of pending lease applications, please see DMR'’s table of Pending Aquaculture Lease Applications, where you can find maps and documentation.
Go to: www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/maine-aquaculture-leases-and-lpas/pending-lease-applications

Standard Leases

Experimental Leases

Scoping Session

Public Comments

Site Review/Visit

Site Report

Public Hearing

DMR

Decision
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Out there, confidence in performance, reliability and operating
economy are the only things that count. With this in mind, we
created the Scania marine solution: An array of flexible options

including ratings, equipment, instrumentation and transmissions.

Whatever your specification, we will provide you with the optimal

Scania marine solution.

Power at work, every inch of the way.

BORING & PARTS CO. www.mackboring.com - 800-MACK-ENG
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