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MAINE HALTS ASMFC GAUGE INCREASE

By Melissa Waterman

At a January 9 public hearing on implementing the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission’s (ASMFC) rule to increase the minimum size for lob-
sters caught in LMA1, Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner
Patrick Keliher announced that he would withdraw the state’s regulation alto-
gether based on lobstermen’s comments.

tion to a proposed rule change that would increase the minimum gauge size
starting in July of this year, with approval from Governor Mills I decided to pull
the regulation. ... this decision to pull the regulation, driven by the Maine lob-
ster industry’s strong and compelling opposition, now requires that I go back
to ASMFC and work with the Policy Board on a plan to ensure compliance with
the FMP”

The ASMFC rule, which was due to go into ef-
fect on July 1, had twice been delayed by the
ASFMC at Maines urging. The Commission
adopted the management plan that includes
the gauge change in May 2023 in response to
survey data showing a sharp decline in sub-
legal lobsters.

According to Keliher, by withdrawing the state
regulation, Maine runs the risk of being out of
compliance with ASFMC’s American lobster
fishery management plan (FMP) when the
new rule goes into force in July.

On January 10 in a message to lobstermen
Keliher explained his decision. “.. [A]fter hear-

Numerous fishing organizations, including
the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, New
England Fishermen's Stewardship Alliance,
and the Maine Lobstering Union, advocated
against the proposed change.

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association had
opposed the gauge change since it was first
proposed. “In April 2023, MLA attended pub-
lic meetings and submitted comments to
ASMFC opposing the gauge increase. Among
the concerns we raised were that lobster-
men do not believe an increase is needed be-
cause they are seeing lots of small lobsters,
questions regarding data and reference pe-
riod, and the economic impacts of trade with

ing loud and clear from Maine lobster industry [RALE g T R A Tl L e L e R Ty e R LR 2 Canada.” The association continued to argue
members that they are unified in their opposi- [EREZZEZZLF U LZLP IR (05 T against the increase.

Continued on page 5
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C OA S TA L O U T LO O K Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

On January 18, two Downeast scallopers, Chester Barrett
and his son Aaron, were lost at sea as they were bringing
their boat Sudden Impact from Edmunds to South Addison.
After a multi-day search, Maine’s underwater recovery
team located the 34-foot vessel in approximately 160 feet
of water near Moose Cove between Cutler and Lubec. The
loss of the two men is tragic and has been felt throughout
the coast. It underscores what every fisherman knows: eve-
ry day you set out to sea you may not come back.

In January lobstermen were surprised when Department
of Marine Resources Commission Patrick Keliher abruptly
withdrew Maines ac-

Magnuson-Stevens Conservation and Fishery Management
Act was coming into effect. The Forum was envisioned as
a gathering organized by fishermen for fishermen to dis-
cuss what was most important at the time. Since then it
has become a highly anticipated annual event at which
fishermen, scientists, environmental organizations, and
regulators can meet with each other, argue, learn, and also
spend time informally with family and friends. Landings
provides an overview of this year’s seminars. The Maine
Lobstermen’s Associations 71st annual meeting will take
place at the Forum at 9 am. on Friday, February 28 and

it will host a social at the

ceptance of the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries
Commissions (ASMFC)
planned increase to the
minimum legal size for
lobsters caught in LMA1.
During an angry public
hearing with lobster-
men in Augusta, Keliher
announced that Maine
would withdraw its rule
to implement the gauge
increase. In a written
statement, Keliher said
“...with approval from
Governor Mills I decided
to pull the regulation. ...
this decision to pull the
regulation, driven by the Maine lobster industry’s strong
and compelling opposition, now requires that I go back to
ASMFC and work with the Policy Board on a plan to ensure
compliance with the FMP [lobster fishery management
plan]” New Hampshire soon followed Maine’s action. The
ASMEFC gauge change is scheduled to go into effect on July
1.

On the day he took office, President Trump signed an exec-
utive order halting offshore wind energy leases and paus-
ing approvals and permits for both offshore and onshore
wind projects. Among the reasons cited for this action,
was “to ensure that the United States is able to maintain
a robust fishing industry for future generations.” Trump’s
order instructs federal officials to review the “ecologi-
cal, economic, and environmental necessity of terminat-
ing or amending any existing wind energy leases,” which
could allow officials to reassess or revoke leases that have
already been granted. The executive order will likely stall
the Gulf of Maine leases recently awarded to two interna-
tional companies in October 2024 but it is too early to un-
derstand how it will affect Maine’s planned offshore wind
energy research array, which received approval in August
2024.

Next month the 50th Maine Fishermen’s Forum takes place
at the Samoset Resort in Rockport. The Forum was start-
ed by University of Maine resource economist Jim Wilson
and his research assistant Robin Alden in 1974, just as the

The new year is starting with a mix of tragedy and

regulatory surprises. MLMC photo.

Samoset Golf Club at 4:30
that afternoon.

During the past few dec-
ades, Maines lobster
fishery has undergone
many changes. While
the techniques of lob-
stering remain largely
the same, the ecological
and economic environ-
ments in which lobster-
men fish have shifted
greatly. Researchers at
the University of Maine
are studying social indi-
cators related to the lob-
ster industry to better un-
derstand how the fishery
is changing and what those changes might mean for the
broader economy. The lobster fishery is not likely to disap-
pear from the state yet it is unclear the form it may take in
future decades.

Part of the evolution in the lobster fishery has come in the
equipment lobstermen use. Where once a lobster boat car-
ried a compass and VHF radio, now a range of high-tech
gear helps lobstermen find the lobsters. Jason Philbrook,
a former lobsterman and marine electronics professional,
reflects on the shift he has seen in the last thirty years and
considers what may come next.

Women make up a growing percentage of lobstermen
in Maine, yet they have also been fully involved in New
England fisheries for many years. They may work as scien-
tists, business owners, heads of fisheries organizations, or
in many other occupations related to commercial fishing,
Ann Backus, director of outreach at the T.H. Chan School
of Public Health at Harvard University and a columnist for
Landings, has worked to improve fishermen’s safety at sea
for many years and in many forms, as highlighted in this
month’s issue. And she shows no signs of stopping this im-
portant work.

We hope you enjoy Landings and look forward to your
comments.

/

lop boat Sudden Impact from Edmunds to the

Support for family of lost fishermen

A GoFundMe campaign is underway online for Melanie Barrett, who lost Chet Barrett, her husband of 36 years,
and Aaron Barrett, her only child, on January 11. The two men were lost at sea as they were bringing their scal-

N

South Addison harbor. “They simply loved the
water; bass fishing, boating, and the infamous
rope swing at their lifetime camp at Schoodic
Lake, lobster fishing out of South Addison and
scallop dragging out of Cobscook Bay,” a family

member wrote.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/fishing-vessel-
sudden-impact-support-melanie-barrett
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MUCH IS CHANGING IN MAINE'S LOBSTER FISHERY

By Brooks Hays, Maine Morning Star, reprinted with permission

Wait times for a lobster fishing license, especially for those not born into a
family of fishermen, used to exceed a decade in some parts of Maine, but the
queues are getting shorter as fewer young people enter the fishery. Lobster
boat captains often struggle to find enough sternmen to help and used lobster
boats are taking longer to sell than they used to.

The threat of climate change and more restrictive right whale protections — as
well as several years of more modest landing totals — have some in the lobster
industry second-guessing their future in the business, yielding subtle, but real,
changes in the makeup of the fishery.

“There are fewer variable professional fishermen than there were 20 years ago,
but there are more fishermen fishing full-time, offshore,” said Theresa Burnham,
a postdoctoral research associate with the University of Maine. “Licenses over-
all are decreasing over time, as well. So the question is: Who is remaining?”

Burnham is one of a handful of researchers looking at social indicators related
to the lobster fishing industry for clues as to how the fishery is changing and
what those changes might mean for the broader economy.

Both those who study lobster fishing and those who do the fishing (and a few
who do both) are quite certain the industry is evolving. Far fewer, however, are
confident about what exactly it will look like in five or ten years.

In conversations with fishermen, a sense of uncertainty permeates. “It’s such
an unstable way of life and it’s not getting any better;” said Nick Perreault, a fifth
generation fisherman who captains a lobster boat out of Jonesport.

Given the choice, most people prefer stability, but for investors and business
leaders, predictability is especially vital. The same goes for lobster fishermen,
who are both the leaders of and investors in their own small businesses.

The ocean is full of surprises, but for nearly 50 years, lobstermen have mostly
gotten their wish. Fishermen have faced periodic changes in regulations, mod-
est price fluctuations, and of course, the threat of bad weather, but as far as
making a living on the water goes, Maine’s lobster industry has been a rather
reliable place to conduct business. Thanks to a combination of environmental
factors, including the prevalence of deep, cold (but not too cold) water in the
Gulf of Maine, as well as forward-thinking size limits and a tightly controlled
supply of commercial fishing licenses, Maine’s lobster stock has remained
bountiful.

What will be the future of Maine's lobster fishery is a question on

many lobstermen’s minds. MLMC photo.

The reliability and profitability of the industry has resulted in a workforce
largely defined by generational continuity: fishermen begetting fishermen. For
many in Maine’s lobster industry, life on the water, hauling traps and banding
claws, was a given. They watched their grandfathers, fathers, mothers, uncles,
sisters and brothers up before dawn, thermos in hand, headed to the docks in
orange and yellow bibs.

“It used to be that pretty much everyone from here went fishing,” Perreault said.
“Now you see a lot more people go to college” He said that even those who want
to stay put or get into the fishery are increasingly devising backup plans.

“You have people going to Maine Maritime Academy and getting an engineer-
ing degree,” he said. “I even know one fisherman who has a doctorate.

Perreault himself, who also holds fishing licenses for scallops and elvers, is in
the process of getting off the water and moving to the retail side of the industry.
He expects that being the one buying lobsters off the docks — as opposed to

Continued on page 4
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Changing lobster fishery continued from page 3

selling lobster freshly pulled from traps — will offer a more stable and lucrative
career, as well as the flexibility to base his operations somewhere with a few
more people and amenities. As of the 2020 Census, Jonesport had a population
of just 1,264.

Though Perreault never felt the pull to fish in deeper waters, he has witnessed
its effect on his peers. “There was a period of time when everyone was rushing
to get offshore,” he said. “That was to be the pinnacle of your career”

That trend is reflected in the licensing data Burnham and her colleagues have
been collecting and analyzing. Different license classes dictate what lobster
fishermen can and can’t do. Fishermen with an LC2, or Class I license, can car-
ry one crew, while an LC3 holder can carry two sternmen.

“Over the last 20 years, we found the number of LC2 holders, which are kind of
like mid-range efforts, professional fishermen with just one crew, is going down,”
Burnham said. “On the other hand, the LC3s, or Class III, have gone up 50%.”

With more sternmen, or deckhands, to help, LC3 holders can venture farther from
shore, where they can harvest lobsters found in deeper water. Many lobsters mi-
grate out into the Gulf of Maine during the winter months, where the water is actu-
ally warmer, but scientists think some lobsters remain in deeper water year-round.
Offshore lobster fishermen sometimes set traps in water as deep as 600 feet.

The length of the commute from dock to traps isn’t the only thing that changes
when fishermen graduate to offshore lobstering. The change typically neces-
sitates the purchasing of a new, more expensive boat, as well as additional gear.
“These are people that are relatively young and making a huge investment in the
fishery, Burnham said.

Twenty years ago, most lobster fishermen relied on modest boats, between 25
and 35 feet in length. “Today, the typical lobster boat is more like 46 feet,” said
Peter Kass, owner of a boat building shop in South Bristol. “The boats also got
four feet wider and two feet deeper, and they got much bigger engines. All in,
youTe pushing a million dollars.” Around 2000, a new seaworthy downeast boat
might fetch $25,000 to $50,0000.

"My boat is only 26 feet, I paid $60,000,” Perreault said. At the time, Perreault said
he had to pay more than the boat was appraised for because the market for boats
was running hot. Even as fishermen rushed to get offshore, the ever-increasing
landing totals that characterized the fishery in the early-to-mid aughts, as well
as the generational nature of the labor force, ensured there were always new in-
shore fishermen eager to take the place of those headed for deeper waters.
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According to Perreault, finances rarely proved an impediment to fishermen
looking to go offshore. “All you had to show really was that you work hard and
are doing well,” he said. “It was super easy to take out huge bank loans.”

Perreault saw friends and peers regularly buy $500,000 to $700,000 boats. And
though this may have been the norm several years ago, Perreault and others
said that’s no longer the case.

“The lobster boat market right now is quite dead, there’s been the fear of regula-
tions for quite a while and landings have been down,” said Kass. “I think there are
very few lobster boats being built right now. Whereas five years ago, you couldn’t
buy one without waiting two or three years.” Kass said he and other lobster boat
builders have been busy building tuna boats for recreational fishermen.

Whether fueled by fear of impending right whale protections or concerns over
reports of dwindling numbers of young lobsters, the industry churn that once
sent fishermen racing offshore replaced by eager sternmen, often the offspring
of fishermen themselves, has begun to slow and even reverse.

“It’s kind of coming back the other way now; Perreault said. “I'm seeing some
guys starting to leave offshore and coming back inshore. I'm seeing some guys
in their 40s and 50s that don’t want to do the offshore thing anymore. You see
more fishermen now trying to be on the wholesale or retail side, like me, be-
cause it’s a good hedge, you can get more money for your product.’

Others may have to supplement lobster fishing with kelp farming or other
forms of aquaculture. Few in the industry think lobster fishing is on the way
out, but the period of uncertainty, like a slack tide preparing to recede, may
reveal new patterns within the industry.

Wind energy continued from page 1

ating or under construction — Vineyard Wind and New England Wind — and
would not be impacted by this order. These projects will produce 6.5 gigawatts
when fully operational. Other planned developments, such as Beacon Wind
and Vineyard Wind 2, will be on pause because they still require some federal
approvals. The impact on other projects, such as SouthCoast Wind, is unclear.

The executive order also prevents those who have obtained leases in the Gulf
of Maine from beginning the permitting process for floating wind turbine
projects. Last summer the state of Maine received lease approval for a float-
ing wind turbine research array in federal waters southeast of Portland. Chris
Wissemann, CEO of Diamond Offshore Wind, the development partner with
the University of Maine on the research array, said in a Portland Press Herald
article that engineering, research and planning will extend beyond the end of
Trump’s second term in January 2029. No federal action, he said, “is necessary
or expected for the research array for more than five years”

At the first offshore lease auction last October two international companies,
Avangrid Renewables and Invenergy NE Offshore Wind, successfully purchased
several leases in the Gulf. In the Portland Press Herald article an Avangrid
spokesman said the company would not comment on how Trump’s executive
order might affect the energy company’s project. An Invenergy spokeswoman
said the company, with industry partners, is evaluating the executive orders.
Andrew Price, president and CEO of Competitive Energy Services, a consult-
ing group in Portland, said lease negotiations between the federal government
and Avangrid and Invenergy will likely stall as long as the president’s executive
order is in place.

Former President Joe Biden’s administration encouraged offshore wind de-
velopment as part of the administration’s goal of creating 30 GW of offshore
wind energy by 2030. During the past four years, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management in the Department of Interior permitted 11 commercial-scale
offshore wind energy projects, totaling 19 gigawatts of renewable energy.

The future of Maine's proposed offshore wind energy research array

is unclear in light of Trump's executive order.
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NAVIGATION GOING HIGH TECH

By Melissa Waterman

It wasn't that long ago when you could stand at a lobster boat helm and see
only a compass and VHF radio. The amount and type of electronics carried on
a lobster boat in earlier days was limited. “When I started out in the 60s, well,
you didn’t need much,” said a retired Spruce Head lobsterman who wished to
remain unnamed. “Inshore you didn’t bother with radar, just another expense.”

Jason Philbrook’s family members have all been mid-coast Maine fishermen.
Philbrook lobstered himself in Penobscot Bay during the 1980s and early 1990s
before shifting into marine electronics at Rockbound Computers in Rockland.
“In the 80s you had a compass, a radio and a depth finder, that was it,” he re-
called. He started out as sternman for his father at a time when the electronic
gear lobster boats carried was just beginning to change. “I helped him with the
electronics, he helped me learn to fish,” Philbrook said.

When Philbrook started out, lobstermen didn't fish particularly large areas
and very few fished offshore. You generally knew where you were, even in poor
weather, and you knew how to get home. “We would line up the cement plant [in
Thomaston] and a visible object like the Rockport Drive-in to lay a course. And
then take note of the compass to do the same if we had bad weather,” he said.

Slowly lobstermen began to set their traps offshore, some for part of the year,
others year-round. “It wasn't wise to just go by the compass if you were go-
ing offshore,” Philbrook said. “Loran was available but it didn't always work”
Loran (Long Range Navigation) was developed during World War II using radio
signals to determine location. The system began to be phased out in the U.S.
during the 1970s.

Philbrook thinks the electronic devices have helped lobstermen fish more ef-
fectively and safely. But he takes exception to the notion that such devices have
erased the need to actually know how to fish. “Fishermen learn about where
the lobsters are every time they go out. They learn the migration patterns. If you
don’t really know how to fish it doesn’t matter what tools are available,” he said.

NOAA charts for offshore waters provide the general bathymetry of areas
but many lobstermen want more specific information about depths and bot-
tom features. As a result, TimeZero, Olex, Hondex systems came into use.
Computers now can create detailed and specific maps for each lobsterman,
giving them a more precise understanding of the bottom and lobster behavior.
“The computer can mark every time they set. They can track what the bottom
is, mud or hard. They can understand the habitat,” Philbrook said.

He believes that the next step in the world of marine electronics will be expan-
sion of Internet access on fishing vessels. “To go fishing used to be unplugged.
You go out and do one thing very well,” he said. That has changed. Elon Musk's
Starlink satellite internet system provides high-speed broadband internet to re-
mote areas around the world. Starlink provides a more affordable option for
lobstermen to have high quality Internet on board. You buy an antenna, pay $200
a month and you're no longer disconnected from the rest of the world,” he said.

If you have a minor medical issue or something needs to be repaired at sea, a
fisherman can find YouTube videos on what to do. “If youTre twenty miles off-
shore and something goes wrong, I can give you tech support,” Philbrook said.
It’s just one more new element of fishing in a rapidly changing world.

In the early 2000s, Maine lobstermen were beginning to concentrate on off-
shore waters beyond the 12-mile line. To venture offshore meant a larger boat
and, as marine technology changed, more electronic gear.

“You needed two radios, rather than just one. Maybe a satellite phone. Radar
and autopilot. Computer and software. EPIRB. It’s an above average amount of
money for the equipment,” Philbrook said drily.

Gauge change continued from page 1

Any state that is a member of the ASFMC can come up with actions that differ
from ASFMC regulations, known as a conservation equivalency, so long as they
“achieve the same quantified level of conservation.” Maine can submit proposals
for equivalent conservation measures but it must also prove that it can enforce
those measures. According to Keliher, “[t]hat plan will require input from indus-
try to ensure that we are proposing measures that achieve conservation benefits
that are equivalent to those intended by this regulation”.

The MLA said in a message to members, “Over the past few months, MLA has
been advocating that DMR explore a conservation equivalency that could
achieve the conservation goal without devasting our industry. These ideas
came from you, our members, as stated in our comment at the public hearing.
This appears to be the path that DMR will follow moving forward.”

DMR plans to meet with the reconvened Lobster Conservation Management
Teams, the Lobster Advisory Council, and the Lobster Zone Councils to discuss
possible conservation measures. The ASFMC Lobster Management Board will
discuss the issue at its winter meeting on February 4. That board, ultimately,
would be the first to review Maine’s proposed alternative conservation meas-
ures if they are developed.

For more information about ASMFC: www.asmfc.org

For more info on lobster at ASMFC:
www.asmfc.org/species/american-lobster
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NEW STUDY BEGINNING ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF
NEW ENGLAND LOBSTER FISHERY

By Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries staff

FACT: American lobster is the most valuable commercial fishery in the north-
eastern U.S.

How many thousands of people depend on this fishery for their livelihood?
GOOD QUESTION! (But no one knows for sure.)

How many depend solely on the lobster fishery? How many are involved in
other fisheries or have other jobs or businesses? How many family members
do they support? Are they able to save for the future? What are the true costs of
running a lobster business today?

MORE GOOD QUESTIONS! (But still no answers...)

Despite its economic importance, we currently have very little socioeconomic
data available on the lobster industry. A dramatic increase in landings in the
1990’s allowed the fishery to absorb an influx of new entrants. As the number
of people employed by the lobster industry increased, so did the dependence of
many coastal communities upon this single marine resource.

This creates a dangerous situation for coastal communities: current lobster
landings support nearly 10,000 fishing jobs throughout New England, yet we
have little information to quantify communities’ dependence on the resource.

The lack of socioeconomic data for the Gulf of Maine lobster industry makes it
very difficult to prepare effectively for inevitable changes within the fishery. As
lobster landings and regulations change, the industry is unprepared to clearly
show the magnitude lobster fishing has on the economic status of coastal com-
munities.

A large-scale effort is currently underway to begin this important task.

Guided by an industry and management steering committee, the Maine Center
for Coastal Fisheries in partnership with the Maine Lobstermen’s Association,
the Department of Marine Resources, the Gulf of Maine Research Institute,
and UMaine has created a survey designed to elicit the socioeconomic data we
currently lack. This survey will be administered by Market Decisions, an inde-
pendent research firm, to a random sample of lobstermen throughout Maine.
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More information is needed on the broad socio-economic importance

of New England’s lobster fishery. A survey of lobstermen conducted by
Market Decisions will help gather that information. MLMC photo.

Answers will be reported only in aggregate to ensure the confidentiality of all
responses.

It is important that we understand and assert the true importance of the lob-
ster industry. By doing this survey now, when the resource is healthy, we will be
able to properly quantify and qualify its importance to so many communities

If you receive a call from Market Decisions, please do your part to help show the
importance of lobster fishing to you and your community. If you have any ques-
tions about this survey, contact Alexa Dayton at MCCF (207) 367-2708.
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www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Sheddar
Standard

Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire
- Inventory of trap wire in store
- Variety of sizes and colors available
- Some trap kits in stock
- Order any size trap kits you may need

BUOYS:
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway
Sea Master

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692




February 2025 | LANDINGS | Page 7

|
)

MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and

communities that depend on
it since 1954.

President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 460-0560
Vice-President: Craig Stewart
Long Island, 653-6914
Treasurer: Jarod Bray
Matinicus, 542-8961
Secretary: Chris Welch
Kennebunk, 205-2093

Directors

Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-9121
Joshua Beal, Milbridge, 479-9624
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 356-1684
Brian Billings, Deer Isle, 812-0287
Lautin Brooks, Kennebunk, 468-2165
Herman Coombs, Ort’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 460-2565
Adam Gamage, Walpole, 557-2694
Andy Havener, Friendship, 542-1466
Richard Howland, Islesford, 460-3016
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 271-7199
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
John McCarthy, Vinalhaven, 863-9984
Troy Plummer, Boothbay, 350-7280
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth,
807-1048

Staff

Execurtive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org

Director of Advancement
Kevin Kelley
kevin@mainelobstermen.org

Office Manager
Shannon Butler
shannon@mainelobstermen.org

Membership Director
Sunshine Mechtenberg
sunshine@mainelobstermen.otg

Maine Lobstermen's
Association
2 Storer St., suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

STEAMING AHEAD
BY PATRICE MCCARRON, MLA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A new year usually brings feelings of anticipation and a
promise of good things coming in the year ahead. This year
has been different.

We start the year with heavy hearts as we mourn the deaths
of two fishermen who were lost at sea after their boat went
down. It is impossible to make sense of the loss of Chester
and Aaron Barrett. Downeast fishermen have lost two of
their own, a father and son, deeply affecting their small
fishing communities. Some fishermen aided in the search,
other community members rallied to support the missing
men’s family and set up a GoFundMe site which, to date,
has raised more than $62,000. Donations in support of the
family can be made to www.gofundme.com/f/fishing-vessel-
sudden-impact-support-melanie-barrett. Their deaths serve
as a stark reminder of the risks quietly faced by those who
choose to make their livings from the sea.

Beyond the immediate heartbreak of the accident, this
tragedy reminds us of the incred-

wait and see.

Then there’s the gauge increase. Ironically, lobster resource
managers had set out to protect lobstermen. They saw
the southern New England lobster fishery crash about 10
years ago, leaving those lobstermen without a fishery. In
their zeal to save LMA 1 lobstermen from a similar fate,
they failed to comprehend the industry’s skepticism and
concern over their proposed solution - an increase in the
gauge.

The MLA was among the first to oppose the gauge because
it would disrupt lobster trade with Canada, was blatantly
unfair to Maine’s Gray Zone lobstermen, relied on a com-
plicated trigger that the MLA didn't agree with, and would
result in significant reductions in catch. As more industry
groups and lobstermen joined the opposition, there was a
growing belief that they weren't being heard and that the
gauge change wasn’t needed.

When what lobstermen are seeing

ible courage it takes to step onto a
boat, face the unknown, and do the
work that sustains so many of us. It
also underscores what is becoming
a new normal for fishing communi-
ties — a growing tension rooted in
anxiety over proposed regulations
and the changing reality of our live-
lihoods.

Fishermen are caught between the
need to protect their future, keep
their fishing business profitable, and
sustain the ocean and its resources.
The challenges are high stakes, ten-
sions are rising, and there are no
simple answers. Each issue on its
own could have devastating effects
on the lobster industry.

Take the whale rules. In 2024 the
Maine lobster fishery was on track
for a near shut down to protect
right whales, but thanks to MLA’s
historic court win and a six year
pause from Congress, we have a re-
prieve until 2029.

We know weTe facing further regula-
tion when it comes to whales and the
situation is evolving,. For years, right
whales were extremely rare in areas
where Maine lobstermen fish. In January, however, there
was an unprecedented gathering of as many as 90 right
whales near Jeffreys Basin, prime fishing grounds for lob-
stermen from Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
Lobstermen are worried about what will happen to the
fishery in 2029.

And offshore wind. Maine’s fishing industry has not budged
in its opposition to offshore wind. The “establishment” told
us time and again that offshore wind was coming and if
we knew what was good for us, we would “get on board”
Maine’s fishing industry sounded an unequivocal “No.”

It is clear that President Trump heard our concerns. His
executive order putting new offshore wind developments
on hold was welcome news. Ensuring “that the United
States is able to maintain a robust fishing industry for fu-
ture generations” was one of the reasons cited for the ac-
tion. We hope that this means there will be no progress on
industrializing the Gulf of Maine with offshore wind pro-
jects during the next four years. After that, we will have to

It’s the uncertainty about what
the future holds for Maine's

lobster fishery that is building
this winter. C. Clegg photo.

with their own eyes doesn’t match
what theyre being told, they push
back hard. Ultimately, this push-
back led the Commissioner to pull
the rule. He will work with lobster-
men to develop alternative meas-
ures that achieve conservation
equivalent to that intended by the
gauge increase. It is certainly a re-
lief that this gauge increase will not
happen in July, but this issue is not
over, and the path forward is uncer-
tain.

The lobster industry is now living in
limbo. We've had a series of tremen-
dous regulatory victories, which is
rare in commercial fisheries. But
there is no end to these processes.
On the other side of each victory
lies the unknown of what will come
next. We must try to prepare for an
uncertain future and cope with the
stress and anxiety that comes with
not having answers.

Anxiety runs deep as each of lob-
sterman fears for the fate of his lob-
stering business, the future of his
community and the future of our
way of life.

The MLA has fought countless battles over the last 71 years
to build a thriving lobster industry in Maine and we are
not going to back down now. The world has changed tre-
mendously since the MLA was established in 1954, and the
MLA is changing with it.

The issues are complicated yet the MLA is well prepared to
take them on, in part because the organization is led by a
board of 21 deeply committed lobstermen from through-
out the coast. Each person understands that it is his duty
to sustain the lobster fishery for today’s MLA members
and for those who will continue our proud heritage in the
future.

As always, stay safe on the water.
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MLA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

On January 24, the MLA board of directors held a productive day-long retreat to
review the association’s work in 2024 and to refine its plan for 2025. The MLA will
hold its Annual Meeting at 9 a.m. on Friday, February 28 at the Samoset Resort
in Rockport. The MLA will also hold a social gathering in the Golf Club that af-
ternoon at 4:30 p.m. with a free drink ticket for all who attend. The MLA invites
members, their families and the public to join us at the Forum for these events.

MLA BOARD EXAMINES GEAR REMOVED FROM RW 5120

Members of the MLA Board and staff
traveled to Gloucester on January 15 to
examine the gear removed from Right
Whale 5120. NMFS gave a presenta-
tion detailing the timeline of the en-
tanglement and an explanation of the
process to remove the gear from the
whale, including a video of the initial
gear retrieval by the Massachusetts
Environmental Police.

Based on MLA’s evaluation of the gear,
the association acknowledged there
is evidence to support an assessment
that the entanglement involved a buoy
line that can be used with “Maine trap
gear” based on its markings. However,
the MLA finds that not enough gear
was retrieved to conclusively identify
if it originated from state or federal

MLA photo.

waters, rendering the available evidence of origin inconclusive.

The MLAS finding is based on three key factors:

«  NOAA Fisheries (NMFS) assumption that all Maine trap gear was compli-
ant with the new whale rule implemented in May 2022 is inaccurate.

«  Given the absence of a 3-foot mark and 1,700-pound weak insert, the recov-
ered gear does not provide sufficient information to determine whether it
was fished in state or federal waters.

«  The recovered gear exhibits inconsistencies with the requirements of both
the 2020 and 2022 whale regulations.

The MLA has requested that NMFS reconsider its “Maine state waters trap
gear” classification, due to insufficient evidence to support such a specific con-
clusion and revise the finding to “Maine trap gear.

MAINE HALTS MINIMUM GAUGE INCREASE, NEW HAMPSHIRE
FOLLOWS

On January 9, Commissioner Keliher announced to a room of angry lobstermen
that he would not move forward with the gauge increase in Maine. He explained
his position in a message to Maine lobstermen the next day. “Last night, after
hearing loud and clear from Maine lobster industry members that they are uni-
fied in their opposition to a proposed rule change that would increase the mini-
mum gauge size starting in July of this year, with approval from Governor Mills I
decided to pull the regulation,” he wrote in a message to lobstermen.

He continued, “It’s also important to note that this regulation was required
to ensure that Maine remains compliant with ASMFC’s Interstate Fisheries
Management Plan for Lobster (FMP). So this decision to pull the regulation,
driven by the Maine lobster industry’s strong and compelling opposition, now
requires that I go back to ASMFC and work with the Policy Board on a plan to
ensure compliance with the FMP. That plan will require input from industry to
ensure that we are proposing measures that achieve conservation benefits that
are equivalent to those intended by this regulation.”

In response to the Commissioner’s announcement, the MLA stated, “MLA ap-
preciates DMR’s willingness to listen to the industry’s concerns and to work
with us and other industry advocates on a reasonable path forward that will
not only protect the resource but also safeguard lobstermen against the finan-
cial harm that would have been caused”.

The MLA has long been opposed to a gauge increase due to concern over the
economic impacts on the industry. MLA has called on regulators to resolve the
economic and trade issues caused by having a different size lobster landed in
the U.S. and Canada, collect more accurate data on lobster populations, and
redefine the time periods that are analyzed by ASMFC. On January 21, New
Hampshire Governor Ayotte sent a letter to ASMFC that New Hampshire would
join Maine and would also not adopt these new guidelines.

In his message Keliher told lobstermen that he will “go back to ASMFC and
work with the Policy Board on a plan to ensure compliance with the FMP. That
plan will require input from industry to ensure that we are proposing measures
that achieve conservation benefits that are equivalent to those intended by this
regulation. In the coming months, I will be working with the newly reconvened
Lobster Conservation Management Teams as well as the Zone Councils to de-
velop a path forward. I can't promise what the outcome of that process will be,
but I can promise that I will work diligently to give industry an opportunity to
provide input into this process”

The ASMFC meeting will take place on February 4 in Arlington, Virginia; it can
be attended online via webinar. The MLA will attend the meeting to ensure the
concerns of Maine lobstermen are heard. MLA will continue to work with DMR
to provide input on alternative measures to reduce the likelihood of economic
harm to lobstermen if landings continue to decline.

A New Face in the MLA Office

Shannon Butler, 33, joined the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) as of-
fice manager at the beginning of January. Butler, a Caribou native, had worked
for eleven years at book publishing company Islandport Press in Yarmouth,
starting right after graduating from the University of Maine at Farmington. At
Islandport she progressed over the years into steadily more challenging po-
sitions, from assistant office manager to office manager, operations manager
and finally vice-president.

Butler laughed when she recalled moving from the top of the state to the
Portland area. “It was a little bit of a culture shock, coming from Caribou and
Farmington. The pace of life was a little different,’ she admitted.

Islandport Press was founded in 1999 by Dean Lunt to publish New England
books in a variety of genres. Its first publication, Hauling by Hand: The Life and
Times of a Maine Island, featured a photo of Lunt’s grandfather, Sanford “Dick”
Lunt, on the cover.

During her years at Islandport Press, Butler met individuals from throughout
the state. “I had in-depth exposure to all sorts of people,” Butler said. “I learned
to work with people of all ages and abilities. Many had never written a book
before. They all had great stories to tell.” Islandport Press was a small company
so Butler was involved in all aspects of publishing, from reading manuscripts
as they came in to copyediting and proofreading. “I think I had a hand in more
than 200 books during my time there,” she said.

Among those titles was her very own book, All Is Calm: A Maine Christmas
Reader. “It’s an anthology of nonfiction Christmas stories from Maine spanning
from pre-statehood years up to present day, little snapshots of what Mainers
have been doing in December for the last 200 years or so,” Butler explained. A/l
Is Calm was a finalist for a Maine Literary Award in 2020 and has recently been

published in an expanded second
edition.

The company was recently pur-
chased by Islandport Media, which
owns a number of small Maine
newspapers and other businesses.
After eleven years, Butler felt it
was time for a change. “I see many
similarities with the MLA, she
said. “It's a small organization and
scrappy. I'm certainly familiar with
‘all hands on deck’ situations. I'm
willing to pitch in anywhere, it’s
what I enjoy. Every day is a little
different!”

While Butler acknowledges she
doesn’t have broad knowledge of

the Maine lobster fishery, she has
learned a few important things

since starting in January. “It is such a complicated, nuanced industry! It’s much
more complicated than most people know. It’s an exciting time to be stepping
in and I know I will be learning for a long time,” she said.

When she’s not learning all about lobstering, Butler and her partner spend time
fixing up their 1935 house in Kennebunk. “We'e learning how to repair just
about everything,” she said. “We joke that it’s clear no one wealthy has ever
lived in this house!”
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MLA’s executive director, Patrice McCarron traveled to Washington, DC in ear-
ly January to advocate the association’s priorities on right whales and other
pressing issues. The MLA and Maine DMR staff met with Senator Collins to dis-
cuss several important issues before her long-time fisheries staffer, Molly Ross,
transitioned to a new job. The MLA also shared the association’s priorities with
President-elect Trump’s transition team.

RIGHT WHALES ON JEFFREYS LEDGE

An unprecedented num-
ber of right whales were
sighted in areas off the
western edge of Jeffreys
Ledge in January. The
first sightings were re-
ported on January 12.
On January 17, DMR
Commissioner Keliher
sent a message to the
lobster industry that 75
right whales were sight-
ed that week.

On January 24, he up-
dated lobstermen that
“as many as 90 indi-
vidual right whales
have been identified in this area over the past couple of weeks” and remain
off the western edge of Jeffreys Ledge. “The most recent information suggests
the whales may be feeding within Jeffreys Basin and the largest overlap of gear
and whales appears to be in depths greater than 300 feet. I am strongly urging
any lobster fisherman with trap gear set in greater than 300 feet of water inside
the following area of Zone G to remove gear completely or drop one endline in
order to reduce the number of vertical lines being fished. The identified area,
as shown in the attached graphic, includes bottom in 300+ feet of water east
of Boon Island Light and west of Jeffreys Ledge,” he wrote. DMR Marine Patrol
held an emergency meeting with lobstermen who fish that area on January 28.

Right whale sightings from January 12 through

22. MLA/www.whalemap.org graphic.

MLA CORRECTS NMFS RIGHT WHALE POPULATION ESTIMATE

The MLA was successful in holding NMFS accountable to use the best avail-
able right whale science, resulting in 24 right whales being added to the official
right whale population estimate. The estimate is now 364 whales, up from 340.
Each year MLA comments on NMFS’s draft right whale stock assessment. In the
latest round, MLA noted that NMFS incorrectly used its original population es-
timate of 340 right whales for 2023 rather than its revised estimate of 364 whales
for that year. The right whale stock assessment is the key reference document
on the status of the right whale and has major consequences for management.
“NMFS agrees with MLA that the NARW abundance estimates produced each
October should generally be considered the best available scientific information
on the population size of NARWs for that year; the agency wrote in its response.

NMFS WITHDRAWS VESSEL STRIKE RULE

On January 15, NMFS withdrew the proposed Vessel Strike Rule. which was pro-
posed on August 1, 2022. According to NMFS, the agency had insufficient time
to finalize this regulation un-
der the Biden Administration
due to the scope and volume
of public comments. The
proposed rule would have
expanded the size of vessels
subject to speed restrictions,
enlarged the boundaries
and extended the timing of
seasonal speed zones, and
introduced mandatory dy-

namic speed zones when en-

known to be present outside
of active seasonal zones. NMFS may issue a new rulemaking in the future, if it
decides it is appropriate.

“NMFS’s decision means the lobster industry will continue to be held to a high-
er standard while giving others a free pass,” wrote the MLA in comments to

NMES. “It is imperative that the issue of U.S. vessel strikes be addressed, how-
ever, NMFS must partner with the boating community to find a solution that
will work for them. If boaters do not comply with new rules, then whales won't
be protected. For more than two decades, the lobster industry has changed its
fishing practices to comply with rules that protect these whales. Yet, regulators
have failed to account for and acknowledge the lobster fishery’s demonstrated
success in reducing its impact.”

MMPA SEAFOOD IMPORT BAN LAWSUIT IS SETTLED

NMFS reached a settlement with four environmental groups agreeing to ban
seafood imports by next year from countries that do not meet the U.S. stand-
ards for protecting marine mammals. Conservation groups had sued to en-
force the Marine Mammal Protection Act’s seafood import ban provision. The
seafood ban will be fully implemented by January 1, 2026. NMFS agreed to pay
the environmental groups $75,000 to cover legal fees.

TRUMP TARIFFS THREATEN U.S. AND CANADA LOBSTER INDUSTRY

President Trump has repeatedly threatened to expand tariffs on other coun-
tries’ goods. Possible actions include a 25% tariff on all Canadian products, in-
cluding lobster, as early as February. According to Seafood Source, that would
affect $5.6 billion worth of seafood products, and the lobster industry would be
hit in both the U.S. and Canada. Congressman Jared Golden is proposing a 10%
tariff on goods imported to the U.S.

Many believe the cost of the tariffs will ultimately be passed onto the con-
sumer. According to Garrett Martin, president and CEO of the Maine Center
for Economic Policy, the tariffs China placed on Maine lobster and blueber-
ries during Trump’s last administration hurt those industries. “China actually
raised tariffs by 25% on Maine lobsters, and it led to a reduction in exports of
lobsters to China by about 40%,” he said. “Similarly, they raised tariffs on blue-
berries and actually the Maine blueberry market to China collapsed”

TRUMP EXECUTIVE ORDER HALTS OFFSHORE WIND

On President Trump's first day in office, he signed an Executive Order tempo-
rarily preventing offshore wind lease sales in federal waters and pausing the
issuance of approvals, permits and loans for both onshore and offshore wind
projects. All wind leasing and permitting practices for federal lands and wa-
ters will be reviewed and consider the environmental impact of wind projects
on wildlife, the economic costs associated with the intermittent generation of
electricity and the effect of subsidies on the viability of the wind industry. One
of the reasons for this action, was “to ensure that the United States is able to
maintain a robust fishing industry for future generations.” It likely that the large
commercial leases near the Maine lobster fishery will be stalled, but survey
work could continue in Maine’s research array.

CONGRESSMAN GOLDEN WORKS TO BAN OFFSHORE WIND IN LMA 1

Congressmen Jared Golden of Maine and Jeff Van Drew of New Jersey introduced
the bipartisan Northern Fisheries Heritage Protection Act 0of2025. The bill would
prohibit commercial offshore wind energy development in Lobster Management

Continued on page 10
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71st Annual Meeting

Friday, February 28 at 9 a.m.
at the Samoset Resort in Rockport.
Guest speaker Ryan Steen, MLA Legal Team

The meeting will address issues important to the
lobster industry such as lobster management,
future right whale protection measures, and off-
shore wind development.

MLA Social, 4:30 to 6 p.m., Golf Club at the
Samoset. Please join us! Free drink ticket
for all who attend.

We want to hear from you!
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MLA Update continued from page 9

Area 1 (LMAL1), which includes nearly 14,000 square miles of fishing waters. “The
Maine Lobstermen’s Association applauds Congressman Golden for his leader-
ship in reintroducing legislation aimed at protecting Maine’s lobster fishery from
the threat of large-scale offshore wind farms,” said Patrice McCarron, MLA exec-
utive director. “For more than a century, these waters have supported thousands
of Maine families, and the industrialization would disrupt vital fishing grounds
and harm the generations-old tradition of lobstering. Congressional action is
crucial to ensure that the fragile Gulf of Maine ecosystem and its wildlife, habitat
and commercial fisheries are protected”

HERRING

Area 3 herring fishery landed its full 2025 quota. The fishery closed on January
19, effective through December 31, 2025.

SEVEN BOATS SELECTED FOR SHRIMP SURVEY

The Portland Press Herald reports that seven fishermen in South Bristol,
Portland, Port Clyde and Pemaquid were selected to participate in the 2025
Northern Shrimp Winter Sampling Research Pilot Program. Three will fish with
traps, and the other four will use trawls. According to DMR, 40 people submit-
ted applications. Participating vessels will be assigned to one of three regions
in Maine: Western Maine (Kittery to Phippsburg), Midcoast Maine (Phippsburg
to Owls Head), or Eastern Maine (east of Owls Head). Shrimp trappers may
only be set in Maine state waters and must comply with applicable Chapter
75 Protect Resource regulations, including an approved 1,700-pound weak link
50% down the vertical line. The program will not receive government funds.
Instead, the program is entirely self-funded by industry participants who will
be allowed to land and sell Northern shrimp, subject to limitations specified.

MAINE LEGISLATURE — LIST OF WORKING BILL TITLES

On January 24, the Legislature published the list of working bill titles for the
first session of the 132nd Legislature. These titles are legislative requests (LR),
which are assigned a number for tracking until the text of the bill is developed
and it is printed as a Legislative Document (LD). The LD is assigned to a com-
mittee and can be tracked through the Legislature’s Bill Search tool. The list of
bill titles below (as of January 24) are LR’s and have not yet been printed and
assigned an LD number for tracking,

LOBSTERS

LR 605 An Act Regarding Senior License Holders (Rep. Faulkingham Billy Bob of
Winter Harbor)

LR 689 An Act to Change the Waiting List System for Commercial Lobster and
Crab Fishing Licenses (Rep. Foley Robert of Wells)

LR 861 An Act Regarding Lobster Management (Rep. Faulkingham Billy Bob of
Winter Harbor)

LR 1858 An Act to Improve Safety, Sustainability and Operational Efficiency in the
Lobster and Scallop Fisheries (Sen. Grohoski Nicole of Hancock)

LR 2093 Resolve, to Require Input from Zone Councils on the Number of Lobster
Traps That May Be Fished in a Secondary Zone (Rep. Hepler Allison of Woolwich)

LR 1091 An Act to Create a Green Crab Only Wholesale License (Rep. Golek
Cheryl of Harpswell)
MENHADEN

LR 728 An Act Regarding the Menhaden Fishery (Rep. Faulkingham Billy Bob of
Winter Harbor)

LR 2010 An Act to Establish Menhaden Licenses for Outer Island Communities
(Rep. Eaton Holly of Deer Isle)
COASTAL WATERS

LR 609 An Act to Assert State Sovereignty over Ocean Waters and Marine Resources
up to 12 Nautical Miles off the State’s Coast (Sen. Martin Joseph of Oxford)

LR 1261 An Act to Assert State Sovereignty over Ocean Waters up to 12 Miles and
State Ownership over Submerged Lands and Marine Resources up to 24 Miles off
the State’s Coast and to Direct the Attorney General to Study and Develop Opinions
Concerning That Sovereignty and Ownership (Sen. Martin Joseph of Oxford)

LR 1461 An Act to Protect Maines Marine Resources (Sen. Tepler Denise of
Sagadahoc)
WORKING WATERFRONT

LR 25 An Act to Establish a Permanent Commission on Maines Working
Waterfronts and Develop a Statewide Plan (Rep. Rielly Morgan of Westbrook)

LR 72 An Act to Provide an Income Tax Credit for Certain Hazard Mitigation
Projects for Working Waterfront Property (Rep. Rielly Morgan of Westbrook)

LR 99 An Act to Remove Certain Wharves and Piers from the Laws Governing the
Current Use Valuation of Working Waterfront Land (Rep. Ankeles Dan of Brunswick)

If you are a lobsterman, then you run a business. If you run a business, the
new Paid Medical Leave Act (PRML) applies to you.

Maine’s PFML law will provide up to 12 weeks of paid family or medical
leave, or to deal with the transition of a family member’s pending military
deployment or stay safe after abuse or violence. The Maine Department of
Labor is responsible for the implementation of this new program.

For Businesses (employer)

« The law pertains to all Maine employees but NOT independent con-
tractors.

. Ifyou have just one employee, even if it's just you, you are required to
pay into the program. This includes any employees who were on pay-
roll for a calendar work week — including full time, part time, seasonal,
or per-diem.

« Anemployee is someone who is paid wages and works in Maine or per-
forms some work in Maine.

« Ifyou have less than 15 employees, your contribution premium will be
0.5% of wages and you may withhold all or a portion of the contribution
from your employees’ wages. Wages mean all compensation, including
tips, gratuities, severance, terminal pay, commissions, and bonuses.

Attention Maine lobstermen!

Maines Paid Family Medical Leave Act Affects You!

« Self-employed individuals are eligible to participate but must choose
to opt in for coverage. For calendar years 2025-2027, the premium rate
has been set at 0.5 percent of the individual's income from self-employ-
ment.

«  Businesses must register in the Department of Labor’s Paid Leave por-
tal in January. Your payroll provider can do this for you.

For Employees

« Payroll withholdings from employee’s pay begin on January 1, 2025.
Both the employer and the employee contribute to the PFML Fund. Or,
the employer may cover the full contribution.

«  All funds are pooled to pay for future claims and other administrative
costs.

« The maximum benefit is established based on average weekly wage,
based on the previous year’s annual earnings. Benefits will begin May
1, 2026.

For more information, visit: hitps://www.maine.gov/paidleave.

The Employer question support line number is 621-5024.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION UPDATE

LR 759 An Act to Amend the Definition of “Working Waterfront”(Rep. Faulkingham
Billy Bob of Winter Harbor)

LR 869 An Act to Spread Awareness of Maines Working Waterfronts (Rep. Rielly
Morgan of Westbrook)

LR 1645 An Act Related to Maines Working Waterfront (Rep. Hepler Allison of
Woolwich)

LR 2049 An Act Regarding the Maine Working Waterfront Preservation Rapid
Response (Rep. Mathieson Kristi of Kittery)

LR 2121 An Act to Strengthen Working Waterfronts Against Nuisance Complaints
Regarding Aquaculture (Rep. Rielly Morgan of Westbrook)

LR 2323 An Act to Facilitate the Reconstruction of Storm-damaged Commercial
Fisheries Facilities and Infrastructure (Pres. Daughtry Matthea of Cumberland)

AQUACULTURE

LR 1674 An Act to Improve Community Communication in Aquaculture Siting
(Sen. Reny Cameron of Lincoln)

LR 2087 An Act to Support Maine’s Sea Farmers (Rep. Rielly Morgan of Westbrook)

LR 2164 An Act to Ease Regulatory Burdens on Maines Sea Farmers (Rep. Rielly
Morgan of Westbrook)

SCALLOPS AND OTHER FISHERIES

LR 325 An Act to Improve Scallop Management in Coastal Waters (Rep.
Faulkingham Billy Bob of Winter Harbor)

LR 995 An Act to Authorize the Commissioner of Marine Resources to Add
Limited-access Area Days During the Scallop Season (Rep. Faulkingham Billy
Bob of Winter Harbor)

LR 1683 An Act to Support the Growth of Maines Farmed Atlantic Sea Scallop
Industry Through Funding Biotoxin Testing and Other Services (Rep. Eaton Holly
of Deer Isle)

LR 1964 An Act to Retain Scallop Licenses for Outer Island Communities (Rep.
Eaton Holly of Deer Isle)

LR 1062 An Act to Allow a Breakdown Waiver for Halibut Fishing (Rep. Strout
Tiffany of Harrington)

LR 667 An Act Related to the Disbursement of Revenue Generated from the
Harvesting of River Herring (Rep. Bridgeo William of Augusta)

OTHER

LR 122 An Act to Exempt from State Sales Tax Utility Vehicles Purchased for Use
in Commercial Fishing, Agricultural Production, Aquacultural Production and
Wood Harvesting (Rep. Faulkingham Billy Bob of Winter Harbor)

LR 618 An Act to Provide Reduced Interest Rates for Logging and Fishing
Operations (Sen. Bennet Richard of Oxford)

LR 1249 Resolve, to Establish a Study to Determine How Much Input the
Commercial Fisheries Have on the Determination of the Commissioner of Marine
Resources (Rep. Golek Cheryl of Harpswell)

MLA JUNIOR HARVESTER

Brenna Alley, 17, has a lot on her plate.
A formidable basketball player, a sen-
ior at Jonesport-Beals High School, the
2024 Miss Maine High School America
winner, and a lobsterman, Alley knows
what it’s like to be busy. Since the time
she was a toddler she has been on a
boat. Today she fishes with her father
Anson and younger brother in the wa-
ters off Jonesport.

“Being on the water was a magical ex-
perience to me from the start. I love it
so much that I've never been able to
complain about early mornings, foul
weather, or pitiful catches. The older
I've gotten, the more I've appreciated
the ‘don’t-quit-until-it's-done’ ethic,’
she said.

Alley fishes inshore with her father and | A%

brother on Underdog, the first 29-foot
Libby. It was her grandfather Ellery
“Punk” Alley’s boat, then her father’s. “I imagine a lot of folks will remember
the boat from my grandfather’s and dad’s racing days,” she said. Her first boat
was a 25-foot inboard named Riff Raff by her father. “He joked that the name
suited my brother and me just about right.” she laughed.

Photos by L. Alley

Fishing is something woven deeply into the Alley family, as it is within many
families in the area. “My buoy colors are the same ones my great-grandfather
Arnold fished — black and orange, like a Moxie bottle. I would say that I love
the tradition. I love being part of some-
thing so much greater than myself;’ she
said. “It’s tradition and pride and a con-
nection to the past.

Alley first considered a career as a teacher
after graduating from high school but a
recent surgery caused her to reconsider.
“I was really impressed by my nurses,” she
said. “It’s a different way of helping peo-
ple. I will be attending University of Maine
at Machias for nursing this fall”

But in the summer months, or whenever
she can, Alley plans to be on the water.
“T will keep going with my dad and my
brother. Whatever I become from here, I
always will be a lobsterman.”

Brenna on the boat, age 8.

MLA BUSINESS MEMBER OF THE MONTH: PEPPERELL COVE MARINE SERVICES

Pepperrell Cove Marine Services is well-known in New England for its com-
mercial diving, marine construction, mooring, dock and port services. The
company was founded by Barry and Flora Bush in the 1980s. Barry, a dive in-
structor, began running a deep-sea fishing, scuba diving, and whale watching
business in southern Maine and in 1987 the couple bought waterfront property
in Kittery as the base for their company, eventually moving into commercial
dive services.

ployees Jeff Campbell, Geoff Tortoriello, Craig Overlock, and Fred Hart.

“As a marine service provider, we recognize the importance of collaborating
with organizations like the MLA to preserve Maine’s marine heritage and fos-
ter economic growth,” Bryan said. “Our membership reflects our dedication to
maintaining the health and sustainability of Maine’s marine ecosystem, which
is essential to the success of both the lobstering industry and our business.”

In 1992, they expanded the business by pur-
chasing Pepperrell Cove Mooring Services. The
company served more than 400 docks and moor-
ings in the Little Bay, Great Bay, Sagamore, and
Piscataqua Rivers. In 2000, they bought the dock
service portion of Pickering Marine Construction
Company and changed the company’s name to
Pepperrell Cove Marine Services, venturing into
increasingly complex projects, from construct-
ing piers to building seawalls.

Pepperrell Cove Marine Services, now located in
Newington, New Hampshire, now is run by Barry
and Flora’s eldest son Bryan, with longtime em-

“We value our membership in the MLA because it
aligns with our commitment to supporting Maine’s
lobstering industry. The MLA advocates for sustain-
able fishing practices, protects the livelihoods of
lobstermen, and ensures the future of our coastal
communities.”

Pepperell Cove Marine Services

193 Gosling Road Newington, NH 03801
Phone: 603-373-6812

Fax: 603-373-6832

Email: info@pepcove.com
https://pepperrellcovemarineservices.com
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Thank you

to our

Thank you
to those whose donations to
#SaveMaineLobstermen
Campaign total $100,000+

John and Brendan Ready

Machias Savings Bank
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
First National Bank

Donald Sussman

Gifts $5,000 - $10,000

Hamilton Marine

The Reny Charitable
Foundation

Andrew Stanley

Town of Friendship

Town of Swans Island

Gifts $3,000 - $4,999
Wicked Wines

Ltcol Margaret Jealous, /in

honor of Skip Werner

Gifts $2,000 - $2,999

Eric Beal

John & Cathy Chipman

Town of Cranberry Isles

Vinalhaven Lions Club
Lobster Bake

Gifts $1,000- $1,999
American Lobster Products
Laurence Ames

Judge W. Kennedy Boone, llI

Michael Bowser

David & Deborah Brooks

Dwight Carver

City of Ellsworth

Cool As a Moose

David Cousens

Bruce Fernald

Bruce Groening

Carl & Barbara Henlein

Chip Johnson

Maine Aquaculture Assoc.

Keith Miller, in honor of
Dennis Darling

Jack Merrill

Jess Pinkham, A Silver
Lining

Kristan Porter

David Thomas

Town of Vinalhaven

Lee Watkinson

John Williams

Gifts $500 - $999

Brian Alley

Travis Alley

Nicholas Beaudoin

Stephen Burns, in honor of
Peter Murphy

Dirigo Federal Credit Union
& Auburn Lobster Festival

Erick Harjula

Bobby Ingalls

Bruce Erwin Johnson

David Johnson

Thomas & Karen Guest, in
honor of Bobby Ingalls
& Charles Ingalls

Clayton Joyce

Christopher Kelsey

Kristofer Koerber

New England Marine &
Industrial

Robert Odlin

Timothy Alley

Eric Anderson

John Clemons

Dustin Emery

Mark Nordli

Travis Otis

Cheryl & Justin Ryan, The

Harold Poole, in honor of F/V  Dairy Corner, in honor

Isla Faith
David Thurlow
Joshua Todd
Turd Pollack

Gifts $300 - $499
Andrew Adam
Jason Alley

of Dave Provencher

Charles H. Tarbox, /in
honor of John W.
Tarbox

Gifts $100 - $299
Fred Adair
James Austin

Daniel Backman, Sr.

Kenneth Banks

Arlene Barnard

Louis & Anne Bigliani, in
honor of Sandy
Boardman

Norman Brazer, Jr.

Jennifer Buermann, /in
honor of Peter Murphy

Stephen & Joanne Burns

Albert Buswell

Dylan Carroll

John & Diane Clarner, in
honor of Sandra
Boardman

John Clinton

Dan Colacino

Lydia Coleman

Emily Conway

John Daggett

Darwin & Jacqueline
Davidson

Eric Davis

Kyle Doughty

Jennifer Elwyn, in honor
of George N. Sewall

Michael Floyd

James Foorman

Terence Gray

Jonathan Gugel, /in honor
of Dale Torrey

Judith Gary

Maine Lobstermen’s Association | www.MaineLobstermen.org | 207-967-4555
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Your generosity ensures the voices of

Darwin & Jacqueline
Davidson, /n honor of
the Steele family

Kendall Hall

Curtis & Sally Haskell, in
honor of Ed & Mary
Blackmore

Pat Havener, Friendship
Lobster Treats LLC

Stephen & Lisa Hewitt

Natalee Hitz

Christopher Hodgkins

Lawrence Hodgkins

Polly Hoffman, in honor of
Sandy Boardman

Becky Jacobs

Christopher Jenness

Dana Johnson

Mark Jones

Spencer & Wendy Joyce

Roger Kellett

The Kelley Family, in honor
of Gene Kelley

Shannon Kinney, /n honor
of Joan Sigrid Ames

Steven & Doris Klemenz, /in
honor of James E.
Klemenz

Keith Lane

Burton Leach

Barbara Malandrino

Name:

Maine lobstermen are heard.

Carl Mclntire

James McMahan, Jr.

Marissa McMahan

Jack Merrill

Timothy Morgan

Dan Morris

Randy Newcomb

Willem Nieuwkerk

NH Commercial Fisher
men’s Association

Chelsea Nunan

Cody Nunan

Robert Oberlander

George Olsen

Russell Pancoast

Michael Pearson

Clarence Preble

Bonnie Remar, /n honor of
Gary & Bonnie Castanino

Karen Rizkalla, in honor
of Joan Armstrong

Samuel Rosen

Michael Sherman

Vicky Sherwood, /in honor
of Albert & Barbara
Sherwood

Patricia Snow, in honor of
Sandy Boardman

Theodore Spurling, Jr.

Sherman Stanley

David Sullivan

Meg & Sam Steere, in
honor of Sandra
Peabody Boardman

David Tarr

Megan Swift, in honor of
Edward & Mary
Blackmore

D. Craig & Shirley
Thompson, in honor of
William “Buzz” Ropes Il

Michael Tripp

Richard Waldron

Virlinda Walsh, /n honor of
Sandy Boardman

Clayton Whidden

Karl Virgin

Phil Wilde

Richard & Sharon Wilson

Gifts Under $100

Nancy Beal, /in honor of
Ossie Beal

Robert Beal

Morna Bell

BJ Benica

Ellen M. Black

Ellen Black, /n honor of
L. Denley Chase

Vance & Sari Bunker, /in
honor of Joan S. Ames

Ernest Burgess

Col. Charles Brule, Ret., in
honor of all hardworking
Maine lobstermen

Patricia Callahan

Sheila Callahan

Wayne Canning

John Chipman, Jr.

Jane Conrad

Benjamin Crocker

James Crutchfield, /n honor
of James Crutchfield

John Dykstra ll, /n honor of

Charles Wandell Gerry

Laurence Franco

Friendship Lobster Treats

Captain Larry Fuhrman

Richard Garcia, RG Tax
Accounting & Resolution

Sandra Gates

Green Alien Cannabis
Company

Kathye Gorham, /n honor of
Dick & Evelynne Small

Lars Helman

Deborah Hurtt

David King

Michael & Hope Hilton, /n
honor of Peter Murphy

Susan G. Lane, /in honor of
David & Mary Black

Thomas Marr

Thank you for donating to the MLA!

Your support keeps us fighting for YOU and your family!

Your donation is a direct investment in the future of Maine’s lobster industry
and our state’s lobstering heritage—and means hope for the future of Maine lobstermen.

Business Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Donation made in honor of:

All donors of $1,000 or more receive an exclusive #SaveMaineLobstermen hoodie (circle size:

O0O00O00000a00

$500

Robert McMahan

Richard Nagel

Richard Nelson

Patricia Olsen

Paul Nickels & Carrie
Hewitt-Nickels, in honor
Of Peter Murphy

Robert O’Reilly

Clayton Philbrook

Larry & Dale Scott, in honor
of Peter Murphy

Miranda Shinn

Ralph Slaven

Jim Smith

Robert F. Smith, Jr., in
honor of Charles W.
Gerry

Gary Strout

Donald Ulrickson

Carol Weidner

Roger Woodman, Jr.

Donations listed were
received by 12/31/24.

2025 donations will be
listed beginning next
month.

$10,000
$5,000
$2,000
$1,000

$365 “adollar a day”
Other:

Make this a yearly gift

S M L XL 2X 3X)

Maine Lobstermen’s Association, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043
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AQUAMESH"

Manufactured by Riverdale Mills

Trusted
Durable
Unmatched
Ocean tough

=/=RIVERDALE

riverdale.com | sales@riverdale.com | 1.800.762.6374

MAINE LOBSTER

JOIN THE MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING COLLABORATIVE AT
THE FISHERMEN'S FORUM TO LEARN ABOUT THE RESULTS
OF OUR SUCCESSFUL 2024 MARKETING PROGRAM.

WE HAVE EXCITING PLANS FOR 2025, WHICH INCLUDE:

An immersive, behind-the-scenes industry tour in Maine,
o specifically customized for our wholesale buyers, offering
them an in-depth view of our operations.

A digital toolkit designed to inspire restaurants to
uplevel and enhance their menus with Maine Lobster.

content encouraging consumption of Maine Lobster for

9 Partnerships with a range of influencers to create
celebratory events and everyday moments.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT OUR
PRESENTATION ON SATURDAY, MARCH 1ST AT 9AM.

www.lobsterfrommaine.com

ﬁ facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine



February 2025 | LANDINGS | Page 15
- ]

/Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine\
Celebrating our 75th year in business: 1949-2024!

If you're selling shellfish, lobsters, crabs, soft-shell clams, periwinkles, scallops, etc.,
you may want to give us a call.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There's always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
ACInc. Beals, ME 04611 207-497-2261

\, /
BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME Portland, ME Thomaston, ME West Bath, ME Wakefield, RI
(207) 434-5791 (800) 244-8727 (800) 426-4526 (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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STARTING AT *15,000!
MARINE GENERATORS PRICED T0 MOVE

c A °* Marine

Power

OVER 50 GENERATORS IN STOCK

FREE EXTENDED SERVICE PLAN (ESC)
A *3,000 VALUE

Contact Us
888-637-0640

Milton [T

miltoncat.com

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from 0’Hara?

BLAGKGOD  seonew m soxes
HERRING
POGIES  Fostvisowes
REDFISH
ROCKFISH  eeozen i soes
SALT 5018 BAGS

TUNA FROZEN IN TS BONES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

<;F RIENDSHIP :*Specialists
%TRAP CcCo.

BUILT THE BEST. BUILT TO LAST. BUILT YOUR WAY.

. PPy o = SR T Sy
M= ez~ e T -

FROM BUOY TO TRAP Y}

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.FRIENDSHIPTRAP.COM

BUILT THE BEST, BUILT TO LAST,
BUILT YOUR WAY

We are proud of our workforce at Friendship Trap, a great mix of
experience, work ethic and attitude!

Combine that with short lead times, great products and
unbeatable service, and what do you get?

The FRIENDSHIP DIFFERENCE!

OUR BUSINESS IS BUILDING YOUR
LOBSTER GEAR.

Attention Area 3 Lobstermen!

5/8” Whale Link The Maine Mold
Rope Link is the safest
breakaway link
* Twisted 3-strand alternative
* Green and black available
tracer when properly
» NOAA approved installed.

SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC
FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200 (207) 354-2545

Jerry Wadsworth Jimmy Emerson — Columbia Falls Mike Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com  jemerson@friendshiptrap.com  mikew@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0842 (207) 483-6555 (800) 339-6558 (207) 542-0841

L QUALITY

DEPENDABILITY

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 02841 FRESH FROZEN

oharabait.com 207.594.0405  207.542.1856
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BELFAST YORK

101 FRONT STREET 15 HANNAFORD DR
207-606-2440 207-363-0220

We're here for you LIFERAFT

SERVICES

Twin Disc customers
Bobby Strong and

Jack White
LIFERAFT INSPECTION / REPACK

PICKUP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE IN ME, NH, MA

EPIRB BATTERY IMMERSION SUIT
NORTH ATLANTIQ POWER PRODUCTS REPLACEMENT INSPECTION
15 Continental Drive — Exeter, NH 03833 ACR | McMURDO | OCEAN SIGNAL PRESSURE/LEAK TEST & REPAIRS

Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email: djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York
& New Jersey

NEW EQUIPMENT SALES

FLARES, RAFTS, SUITS, ELECTRONICS, ETC.

207-363-0220
SurvivalAtSea.com

\/El BOATER €

HAMILTON 800-639-2715 hamiltonmarine.com

MARINE B
BOUY PAINT

Protect and add color to your buoys! PROUD SPONSOR OF
Available in water based, oil based,
solvent based and flvorescent.

MLA Legal Defense Fund
MFF Scholarship Fund
Maine Lobster Boat Races

#SaveMainelLobstermen

MAINE S

. DISCOUNT
Scan QR Code MARINE STORE'
to Shop Now!

Kittery « Portland « Rockland « Searsport « SW Harbor « Jonesport




Page 18 | LANDINGS | February 2025

()

MLA BUSINESS MEMBERS

Show your support for these businesses!

ACCOUNTING

Accountalent

Joseph Faris

Bridgeton, ME

207-227-9429 jr@accountalent.com
www.accountalent.com

AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com

MLA members can get 25% off order

Acadian Seaplants
Jacob Patryn
800-575-9100
Jonesport, ME 04648
infomaine@acadian.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

Weirs GMC Buick

877-861-0700

info@weirsbuickgmc.com
www.weirsbuickgmc.com

Buy a new GMC truck & get free Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS

Gulf of Maine Bait

4 Blueberry Lane
Rockport, MA 01966
978-888-4114
gulfofmaine@gmail.com

CBS Lobster
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Harbor Bait
207-633-2214
harborbait@outlook.com
www.harborbait.net

Louisiana Bait Products
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

M & B Fish Co.
603) 547-0672
Mbfishco@gmail.com

Nor’east Bait
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com
81 off per bucket

Venture Bait
(207) 852-3321
Venturebait@gmail.com

William Coffin & Sons
207-497-5765

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
Brooklin Boatyard

(207) 359-2236
info@brooklinboatyard.com
www.brooklinboatyard.com/

Farrin’s Boatshop
(207) 563-5510
www.farrinsboatshop.com

John’s Bay Boat Co.
207-644-8261

jbbcol@gmail.com
www.johnsbayboatcompany.com

New Meadows Marina
207-443-4254
service@newmeadowsmarina.com
www.newmeadowsmarine.com

Royal River Boat Repair
207-846-9577

alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks

207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com

$1000 discount for hull or top

Yankee Marina
(207) 846-4326
www.yankeemarina.com

DOCKS/MARINE CONSTRUCTION
Custom Float Services

888-844-9666

info@customfloat.com
https://customfloat.com

Pepperell Cove Marine Services

193 Gosling Road Newington, NH 03801
603-373-6812

info@pepcove.com
https://pepperrellcovemarineservices.com

Waterfront Solutions of New England
(603) 380-8817
https://waterfrontsolutionsne.com/

EDUCATIONAL

Finestkind Scenic Cruises

(207) 646-5227
https://www.finestkindcruises.com/

Maine Sea Grant
207.581.1435
umseagrant@maine.edu
https://seagrant.umaine.edu

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
207-798-2001
peter@seacoasttoursme.com
https://seacoasttoursme.com

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA 98225

888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA members.

DuraBrite Inc.

201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Free shipping for MLA members

Navroc Marine Electronics
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
WWW.Nnavroc.com

FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Agri-Access

Mathew Senter

207-557-8755
matthew.senter@agri-access.com

Atlantic Wealth Planning Group
207.213.6007
https://www.ameripriseadvisors.com/
team/atlantic-wealth-planning-group/

Bar Harbor Bank
888-853-7100
https://www.barharbor.bank

CEI (Coastal Enterprises)
504-5900 www.ceimaine.org

Farm Credit East
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com

First National Bank
800-564-3195
www.thefirst.com

Machias Savings Bank
(866) 416-9302
www.machiassavings.bank

Maine Financial Group
800-974-9995
https://www.mainefinancialgroup.com/

Northern Maine Development
Commission

207-554-0693
bmcdonald@nmdc.org
www.nmdc.org

Oliver Investments
207-380-1898
jake@jakeoliverinvestments.com
www.jakeoliverinvestments.com

RG Tax Accounting and Resolution
207-607-7118
https://rgtaxresolution.com/

Free initial consultation, review of previous
tax returns

Twin City Financial Group
207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com

FISHING, MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
SUPPLIES

Coastal Equipment Corp.

(207) 775-1100
www.coastalequipment.com

Chase Leavitt

207-772-6383
charrison@chaseleavitt.com
https://chaseleavitt.com/

Guy Cotten, Inc.
800-444-6050
info@guycottenusa.com
https://guycottenusa.com/

Hamilton Marine
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Island Fishing Gear & Auto Parts
(207) 367-5959
www.napaonline.com

Ketcham Supply Co.
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

Midcoast Marine Supply

(207) 725-0053
dave@midcoastmarinesupply.com
https://midcoastmarinesupply.com/

New England Marine & Industrial Inc.
800-492-0779
https://newenglandmarine.com

North Atlantic Power Products
603-418-0470

djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

10% discount for twin disc transmissions
servic 5% off anynew MGX series

Novatec Braids
1-800-565-4212
www.novabraid.com

RE Thomas Marine Hardware
(207) 422-6532
sales@retmarine.com
https://retmarine.com

Rope Razor
207-549-7204
https://roperazor.com

Seacoast Lobster Bands

(978) 500-8292
Bob@seacoastlobsterbands.com
https://seacoastlobsterbands.com/

SoftPoint Industries Inc.
484-225-3710
sales@softsandrubber.com
www.softsandrubber.com

Stormline Gear
sales@stormlinegear.com
www.stormlinegear.com

Superior Marine Products

(207) 292-2590
sales@superiormarineproducts.com
www.superiormarineproducts.com

Tightlines Tackle
207-563-2944 ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Vallation Outerwear
support@vallationouterwear.com
https://vallationouterwear.com/

XtraTuf
xtratufcustomersupport@rockybrands.com
www.xtratuf.com

FUEL/ENERGY

Colby & Gale

207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

Midcoast Solar LLC
207-350-3060
sales@midcoastsolar.com
https://www.midcoastsolar.com
20% off for businesses, 18% off for
residential subscription

Maine Camp Outfitters

207-348-2459
outfitter@maine-camp.com
www.maine-camp.com

MLA members get10% off apparel & pro-
motional products.

HYDRAULICS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.

603-474-1914

sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com

10% discount on in-stock items for MLA
members.

Hews Company

207-767-2136

info@ hewsco.com

10% off hydraulic components, Craft cables.

Infab Refractories Inc.
(207) 783-2075
https://infabrefractories.com

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
(207) 725-7552

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.
207-594-9527
sales@marine-hydraulic-engineering.com
https://marine-hydraulic-engineering.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication
(207) 667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
https://nautilus-marine.com

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation
207-205-8088 erin@golmf.org

Island Fishermen’s Wives Association
ifwa@msn.com

Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
207-367-2708
info@coastalfisheries.org
https://coastalfisheries.org/

Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
207-956-0752
info@mainecoastfishermen.org
www.mainecoastfishermen.org

Maine Lobster Community Alliance
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org
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MLA BUSINESS MEMBERS

Show your support for these businesses!

Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

New Hampshire Commercial
Fishermen's Assoc.

P.O. Box 60, Rye, NH 03870
https://nhfishermen.org

Northern Maine Development
Commission www.nmdc.org
Caribou 498-8736 Eastport 498-8731

INSURANCE

Acadia Benefits

207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefits.com
www.acadiabenefits.com

Chapman & Chapman
207-770-1119
info@chapmanandchapmanins.com
www.chapmanandchapmanins.com/

FA Peabody Insurance
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

The Hanover Insurance Group
800-922-8427
www.hanover.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com

Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount with
proof of completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill
Conductor course within the last 5 years.

Varney Agency

207-947-8637
varneyagency@varneyagency.com
https://varneyagency.com/about

LIFERAFTS

Liferaft Services

in Belfast and York 207-363-0220
sales@survivalatsea.com
www.survivalatsea.com

Discount to MLA members; call for code.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL

Ancient Mariner Lobster

250 Conant St.

Westbrook, ME 04092

(207) 854-8444
www.facebook.com/amlobsterco

Atlantic Edge Lobster

207.633.2300
atlanticedgelobster@gmail.com
https://www.atlanticedgelobster.com/

Atwood Lobster

207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com

Beals-Jonesport Coop
(207) 497-2020

Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-op
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Delano Seafood
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

D.C. Air and Seafood
207-963-7139

Downeast Dayboat
(207) 838-1490

www.downeastdayboat.com

Georgetown Co-op

Inland Seafood
207-546-3333

Interstate Lobster Co.
(207) 833-5516

The Lobster Co.
207-985-8824
lobcoretail@yahoo.com
www.thelobsterco.com

The Lobster Guy
866-788-0004
sales@thelobsterguy.com
www.thelobsterguy.com

Lobster Trap Co.
888.353.9898
sales@lobstertrap.com
www.lobstertrap.com

Look Lobster Co.

32 0ld House Point Rd.
Jonesport, ME
207-497-2353
looklobster@gmail.com
www.looklobster.com

Luke’s Lobster
207-332-0304
jeff@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Lobster Outlet
207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com
https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

Maine Ocean Lobster
(207) 994-3179
https://www.maineoceanlobster.com

Marsh Cove Lobster Co.
Milbridge, ME

207-546-2989
marshcovelobster@gmail.com

Port Clyde Fishermen’s Cooperative/
Port Clyde Fresh Catch

(207) 701-7032
support@portclydefreshcatch.com
www.portclydefreshcatch.com/

Port Lobster Co.
207-967-2081
https://www.portlobster.com/

RDR Lobster & Shellfish
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

ShopLobster, Inc.
207-386-9320
nperreault2029@gmail.com
www.shoplobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
207-737-4800
bryan@shucksmaine.com

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative
(207) 644-8224
www.southbristolcoop.com/

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Co-op
207-526-4327 sicoop@tds.net

Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s
Cooperative

(207) 372 8637
info@tenantsharborfishermanscoop.com
https://merritt-carey-j6il.squarespace.com

Vinalhaven Fisherman’s Cooperative
207-863-2263 office@vhcoop.com

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
207-963-5857
https://winterharborlobstercoop.com
10% off picked lobster meat

MARINE ENGINES

Cummins

207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Gillespie Marine
207-504-2652
GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Milton Cat
603-484-5248 www.miltoncat.com

Power Product Systems
207-797-5950

info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

MARINE SURVEY

Compass Marine Surveys
207-412-3882
compassmarinesurveys@gmail.com

Northeast Marine Survey

(207) 833-0954
nemsinc@comecast.net
https://northeastmarinesurvey.com/

Shearwater Marine Surveying

(207) 272-7364
shearwatermarinesurveying@gmail.com
www.shearwatermarinesurveying.com/

MEDICAL

CSL Plasma
1-866-275-6800
www.cslplasma.com

Pack Edge
207.799.6600
www.packedgeinc.com

Trident SPS

610-715-0789 sales@tridentsps.com
https://www.tridentsps.com

5% discount on all insulated fish boxes

PROPELLORS

Accutech Marine Propellor
603-617-3626
office@accutechmarine.com
https://accutechmarine.com
10% off all services

New England Propeller

508-747-6666

neprop@aol.com https://neprop.com
Discounts on marine propeller, shafting,
and related items, sales & repairs

REAL ESTATE

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

RECYCLING

Matinicus Island Recycling Center
(207)-594-9209
info@islandinstitute.org

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy’s
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com/www.barnbilly.com

Beals Lobster Pier

207-244-3202
customerservice@bealslobster.com
https://bealslobster.com/

Bowdoin College Dining Services
207-725-3211
www.bowdoin.edu/dining

The Clam Shack
207.967.3321
hello@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net

The Cockeyed Gull Restaurant
78 Island Ave.

Peaks Island, ME 04108
766-2800
westpeaks@gmail.com

F. W. Thurston Co.
207-244-7600
www.thurstonforlobster.com

Island Lobster Co.
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Mason’s Famous Lobster Rolls
757-644-7685
wleonard@missionfoods.com
www.masonslobster.com

Ogunquit Lobster Pound

501 Main Street

Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-2516
www.ogunquitlobsterpound.com

Red’s Eats
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

SUPERMARKETS

Edwards Brothers Supermarkets
jeedwards@hannaford.com

(207) 412-0221
www.edwardsbrotherssupermarket.com

SURVIVAL TRAINING

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
207-338-1603
questions@mecmillanoffshore.com
https://mcmillanoffshore.com

25% discount USCG Drill Conductor training

TRAP BUILDERS

Brooks Trap Mill
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

Friendship Trap Company
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com

Riverdale Mills
508-234-8400
sales@riverdale.com/www.riverdale.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Stay hydrated during the winter

By Melissa Waterman

It’s cold out. Really cold — sea smoke rising in the morning, ice on the deck,
hands numb as a post. Not the sort of weather that makes you think “Wow! I'm
thirsty. I need a nice cool drink”

But, in fact, you probably do. It’s not uncommon to feel less thirsty in cold
weather. Yet you can get seriously dehydrated in the winter simply because you
don’t recognize how much liquid your body actually needs. Dehydration occurs
when the body doesn’t have enough fluid to function properly and it can occur
regardless of the air temperature.

We've all heard it before — human beings

According to Massachusetts General Hospital, there’s a simple method to de-
termine the minimum amount of fluid you need each day: take your weight in
pounds and divide it in half. For example, if you weigh 160 pounds, you need at
least 80 fluid ounces per day. If you're sweating heavily, exercising for more than
60 minutes, or have a fever or diarrhea, a drink with electrolytes may be needed.

No matter what month it is, you need to drink fluids. Keeping that big bag of
water full of liquid should be a high priority!

Staying Hydrated in the Winter:
+  Drink warm fluids if you find it difficult to drink cold water in the winter.

. Carry a water bottle with you eve-

are basically big bags of water. Water makes
up approximately 60 to 70% of our bodies.
You have to keep replenishing the water you
lose from sweat, urinating or bowel move-
ments. The water is necessary for transport-
ing nutrients, removing waste, supporting
the immune system, hydrating tissues and
organs, and maintaining blood pressure and
body temperature. A lack of water not only
results in dehydration but can increase the
risk of kidney stones, urinary tract infec-
tions, and constipation.

When you are outside in cold weather haul-
ing traps or shoveling snow, you might not
notice that you are sweating. Even just
lounging about in a dry, overheated house
can increase the amount of water you lose

rywhere you go to encourage hydration
throughout the day. If youre working from
home, have a designated water bottle or
glass at your desk and refill it often.

. Drink your food. Homemade soups in
winter can increase fluid intake to help you
meet your fluid needs. You can also eat wa-
ter-rich fruits and vegetables such as green
leafy vegetables, citrus fruits, melon, toma-
toes and cucumbers.

. Avoid too much caffeine, which can
contribute to dehydration. Caffeine is a
natural diuretic, which means it can flush
water and electrolytes from your body. For
every caffeinated beverage you consume,
such as your mug of coffee, have an addi-

through your skin, according to an article
published by Massachusetts General Hospital last year.

Not everyone feels thirsty when they become dehydrated. But it’s fairly easy to
tell — take alook at your urine. If you are hydrated, your urine will be pale yellow
or even clear. If it’s dark yellow, you need some water, now. Other signs of dehy-
dration include constipation, dry mouth or chapped lips and skin, headaches,
difficulty concentrating, irritability, feeling faint or dizzy and a rapid heart rate.

tional glass of water of equal volume.

+  Alcohol should not be counted towards fluid intake. It dehydrates the body
by increasing urination and causing the body to lose more fluids than it
takes in. It can also interfere with a person’s perception of cold, increasing
the risk for hypothermia.

HY-LINER
ROPE COMPANY

SINK
ROPE

FLOAT
ROPE

Highest quality ropes made in Maine
SuperSink ¢ SteelLiner ¢ EasyPull ¢ Float Ropes

HY-LINER ROPE COMPANY
ST. GEORGE, MAINE

Visit our stores in Portland and Ellsworth!

Inflatable Boats —
Sales and Service

LIFE RAFTS — Inspections & Sales

Flares~ Survival Suits~ Life Jackets

AB and ACHILLES
EPIRBS — Inspections and
Battery Replacernent Center
Portland Ellsworth
84 Cove St. 218 Bucksport Rd.
772-6383 667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com

(207) 223-8846
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY

Many thanks to the businesses that not only support us
but offer a discount to YOU, our members.

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Vessel Insurance

Falmouth, ME - Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and

more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

RG Tax Accounting & Resolution
Brunswick, ME — Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.

207-607-7118 www.rgtaxresolution.com

Automotive

Weirs Buick - GMC

Arundel, ME — Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070 www.weirsgmc.com

Bait

Nor’east Bait LLC

York, ME — $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com

Boat Builders/Repairs

SW Boatworks

Lamonie, ME — $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38" CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427
www.swboatworks.com

Electronic Equipment

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham, WA — Discounts & Specials for

MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Durabrite Lights
Garden City, NY = Free Shipping for MLA
members 201-915-0555

Hydraulics

Hamilton Marine

Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME — Discounts
available to commercial fishermen.

North Atlantic Power Products

Exeter, NH — 10% discount for all service
repair of twin disc transmissions, 15% off any
new MGX series

603-418-0470

Trident Sustainable Plastic Solutions
Kittery, ME — 5% discount on all insulated
fish boxes. 610-715-0789

Fuel & Electricity

Midcoast Solar, LL.C

New Harbor, ME — MLLA members receive
20% off for businesses and 18% off for
residential from our Community Solar Farms,
with a local $100 gift card or donation to
MILA for subscribers

207-350-3060 www.midcoastsolar.com

Gifts

Maine Camp Outfitters
Sunset, ME = 10% off all apparel and

romotional product orders.
800-560-6090

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME = 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hotels

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH — 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLLA members. 603-474-1914

Hews Company, LLC

South Portland, ME — 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth — (Ellsworth, ME)

Hampton Inn, Downtown/Watetfront —
(Portland, ME)

Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston —
(Rockland, ME)

Residence Inn by Marriott —
(Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates 7/‘0r MI.A members and
Business S upporters. Please contact the MI1.A
for booking information, or mention MI.A when
booking.

Lobster & Seafood

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME — 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers

Commercial Fisheries News

Deer Isle, ME = Discounted annual subscrip-
tion rate for $18.75 with MLLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA - Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Accu Tech Marine Propeller Inc
Dover, NH — 10% off all services.
603-617-3626 www.accutechmarine.com

New England Propeller Inc

Plymouth, MA — Discounts on marine pro-
peller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804 www.neprop.com

Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME — 5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

www.nautilus-marine.com

Refrigeration Services

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME — $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME — 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training, 207-338-1603

Museums & Entertainment

Cross Insurance Arena

Portland, ME — Special discounts to shows

at the Cross Arena in Portland! Use promo
code GFRIEND at checkout. Order by phone,
online, or in person at the box office.

Seacoast Tours of Freeport
Freeport, ME — 15% off tours for
MLA members. Must show MLLA
card. 207-798-2001

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath ME — Free admission for card holding
MLA members. 207-443-1316

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these fine businesses!
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NEW ENGLAND WOMEN IN FISHERIES: ANN BACKUS

By Melissa Waterman

It’s no secret that women work in all parts of New England’s fisheries. Whether
as captains of their own vessels, business owners, directors of fisheries research
and advocacy organizations, or in resource management, women make up a
sizeable segment of the sector.

Ann Backus is one of those women. For more than thirty years she has worked
to ensure that fishermen remain safe while fishing and healthy while at home.
Currently, she is director of outreach at the T.H. Chan School of Public Health
at Harvard University where she focuses on occupational safety and environ-
mental health. She is also one of the founding members of Maine’s Commercial
Fishing Safety Council.

Backus, who learned to sail as a child and taught sailing during the summer in
Massachusetts, was drawn into the fishing world when she led a School of Public
Health Visiting Scholars’ retreat in Camden in the 1990s. Participants came to
Camden to meet Jeff Ciampa, a civilian employee of the Coast Guard in Maine.

“He came up and gave a talk on injuries that fishermen suffer and safety issues.
I told him he should be a visiting scholar too, which he subsequently became,
Backus recalled. With funding from the National Institute of Occupational
Safety and Health (NIOSH), Ciampas, Backus and a third researcher conducted
a project on how lobstermen get entangled in trap rope while at sea.

“We did a survey of lobstermen. We went up and down the coast [of Maine],
stopping in coffee shops or going out on boats to talk to lobstermen,” Backus
said. “I went to Commercial Fisheries News and said that wed like to publicize
the survey in the paper, which they did. The editor then asked me to write a col-
umn on safety for each issue, so in February 2004 I started writing 'Fish Safe.”
Backus marks the 20th anniversary of her health and safety column this month.

The rope entanglement survey findings were later published by NIOSH. Backus
took those findings and translated them into a series of large safety posters il-
lustrating different methods of preventing rope entanglements while lobstering,
She also connected with Plant Buoy Sticks, a company that makes fishing equip-
ment and accessories, to make knife sheaths that fishermen could attach to oil-
skins. “Having a knife easily accessible is critical. We also encouraged fishermen
to have a knife taped somewhere at the stern and on the hauling side,” she said.

Lobstermen face safety issues not only while fishing but also while on shore.
Some years after her survey project, Backus began an environmental health
study on Vinalhaven. “T had talked with the doctor out there earlier, asking
what medical issues he was seeing frequently among fishermen. He said they
had respiratory issues during the winter months but it wasn’t a cold or flu”

Backus and a group of environ-
mental exposure assessment re-
searchers went to Vinalhaven
to discover what mystery illness
was afflicting only fishermen.
They spent time with lobstermen
in their boat shops while they
worked on their Styrofoam buoys
in preparation for the lobster sea-
son. The researchers measured
the air where the men worked
and found that sanding and heat
branding threw a huge amount of
particulates into the air. The paint
used on buoys emitted high levels
of volatile organic compounds
(VOC), which caused respiratory
problems as well.

“Plastic buoys came in soon after;,”
Backus said. “And we pushed for
use of latex paint rather than high
VOC paint.” Sherwin Williams of-
fers alow VOC paint that is resist-
ant to UV rays and salt. According
to Backus, Hamilton Marine is
now producing its own line of low
VOC paint for use on buoys.

Ann Backus with Maine Seacost

Mission Captain Mike Johnson at the
Fishermens Forum. MSM photo.

“Our most important recent work is encouraging the use of damage control
kits on boats,” Backus said. Damage control kits contain the tools and ma-
terials needed to make important repairs to the boat while at sea, items like
clamps, plugs, wrenches, fiberglass wrap, even a pump. “It all comes in a bucket
with instructions on how to fix things, like a fuel or water leak” Such a kit is not
required by the Coast Guard. Redde Marine Safety Systems in Stonington car-
ries pre-packaged kits; Backus says one can be put together for less than $300.

“For young people, the lobster apprenticeship program is supposed to help
with learning how to deal with emergencies but that teaching is dependent on
who the person’s mentor is,” Backus said. “This is a just another way to be safe
while fishing””

That is what Ann Backus has been doing nearly every day - discovering another
way to keep lobstermen safe and healthy on the water and at home.

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE FINALLY RECEIVED

By Evan Lubofsky, Oceanus, reprinted with permission

It was Thanksgiving Day, 1968. Richard Nixon had just been elected President of
the United States. “Hey Jude” began spinning on record players in living rooms
across America. And it had been the deadliest year of the Vietnam war for the
U.S. since the conflict began 13 years earlier. As families and friends gathered
for their holiday feasts and took a beat from the “year that shattered America,”
a U.S. Coast Guard airplane flying due east of Daytona Beach, Florida dropped
five glass bottles into the open ocean.

What must have looked like a heinous act of litter-

The letter was from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and provided a
brief explanation of the ocean current/drift study. And, it promised a 50-cent
bounty — enough to buy two cheeseburgers and a Coke at McDonalds in 1968
— to whoever sent back the return card with details about when and where the
bottle had been found. “Your giving accurate information will be of great aid,”
the note read.

Bump’s idea of setting glass bottles adrift to track ocean currents may have been
resourceful, but it wasn’t new. Ancient Greek scientists are said to have used
drift bottles to measure currents in the Mediterranean Sea, possibly as early as
310 B.C. Albert I, Prince of Monaco, used them in the

ing from the sky was actually part of a study led by
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute (WHOI) physi-
cal oceanographer Dean “Bump” Bumpus to meas-
ure ocean currents in the North Atlantic. Between
1956 and 1972, some 300,000 bottles were released
into the ocean by ships and planes, along with more
than 75,000 seabed drifters.

“It was an amazing project in terms of how many bot-
tles and drifters were put in the ocean,” says WHOI
physical oceanographer Pelle Robbins. “Bump really
marshaled the forces from both planes and ships to

late 1800s and early 1900s to investigate the dynam-
ics of the Gulf Stream as it approached Europe.

The method wasn't nearly as accurate or efficient
as today’s GPS-enabled surface drifters and fixed
current sensors, but the WHOI drift bottle program
yielded about a 10% return rate, producing roughly
30,000 “Point A to Point B” drift paths. Robbins ac-
knowledges that it was a decent-sized data set for
the time.

The fact that a drift bottle couldn’t report anything

make it happen. It was very inspirational and got a lot
of people back then thinking about ocean circulation.”

This past April, one of the bottles dropped offshore of Daytona, No. #71645,
was found washed up on Hendrick’s Head Beach in Southport Island, Maine.
Charlie Britton, a retired educator and Southport native, had been picking up
trash from the beach after a bad winter storm had barreled through. “I looked
down and saw this bottle staring at me,” says Britton. A note inside had a bold
inscription at the top: BREAK THIS BOTTLE.

Bottle No. 71645 began its journey offshore of Daytona Beach, Florida, and end-
ed up on Southport Island, Maine. A real message in a bottle, Britton thought.
He first tried removing the bottle’s rubber stopper, but it wouldn’t budge. So, he
tapped the bottle onto a nearby rock to break the glass, pulled the letter out,
and started reading,

about how, and when, it got to its destination made
it difficult to interpret the data. But according to the U.S. Navy, the combination
of drift bottles and seabed drifters ultimately “provided invaluable information
of surface and bottom circulation along the continental shelf of eastern North
America”

How long did it take for Bottle No. #71645 to make the 1500-mile journey from
Daytona Beach to Southport, Maine? It’s anyone’s guess. When Britton found
it, the bottle was in pristine condition with no biofouling or debris caked on it,
which suggests it had been beached there for a while. But whether it got there
within days of Thanksgiving, 1968, or much more recently, we'll never know.

To Britton, it makes no difference. He was just happy to have stumbled upon
a piece of oceanographic history (and WHOI did send him fifty cents). “For
the bottle to have lasted all this time is really interesting,” he says. “It gave this
61-year-old retired guy a thrill”
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50TH ANNUAL MAINE FISHERMEN'S FORUM NEXT MONTH

By MLCA staff

The 50th Maine Fishermen’s Forum kicks off on Thursday, February 27, with a
focus on shellfishing. The day begins with a session on sea level rise and its ef-
fect on intertidal mudflats. Sealevel rise poses a direct threat to Maine’s coastal
ecosystems with predicted increases in flooding, saltwater inundation, erosion,
and loss of habitat. Efforts to better understand how sea level rise will impact
shellfishing can foster adaptive management of the fishery.

Another Thursday morning seminar looks at green crabs as a developing com-
mercial fishery. Green crabs are major predators of young softshell clams
throughout the Gulf of Maine. In 2019, a seminar at the Forum looked at de-
veloping markets for the invasive species. Since then there has been a surge in
interest in a commercial fishery and culinary market development.

Brian Beal, director of the Downeast Institute on Beals Island, will speak about
soft-shell clam reproduction in Maine. The Institute has been researching the
relationship between the size of female clams and the number of eggs produced
when they spawn. The results of the research could offer a way to outpace green
crab predation by leaving more breeders
in the ecosystem.

The New England Fishery Management
Council (NEFMC) will hold a ‘visioning’
session on its scallop management plan in
the afternoon. The Council is in the pro-
cess of developing a long-term (3-5 year)
strategic plan for managing the scallop
fishery in federal waters. The visioning
session will gather community input on
specific topics related to the scallop fish-
ery as an initial phase of the strategic plan-
ning process.

On Friday at 9 a.m. the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association (MLA) will hold its 71st an-
nual meeting. The meeting will feature
updates on current policy issues such as
lobster management, right whales and off-
shore wind development. All MLA mem-
bers and their families are encouraged to
attend. The MLA is also hosting a “Get to

The Forum has always been

for fishermen and their
families.
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Know the MLA Social Hour” at the
Golf Club from 4:30 to 6:00 with a
free drink ticket for all who attend.

In addition on Friday morning a
panel will discuss the next phase of
work on a regional offshore wind
fisheries compensation fund. For
the past three years, eleven East
Coast states have been working
collectively to organize this fund.
Key to the fund’s development is
ensuring that the unique cultures,
experiences and needs of fisher-
men are reflected in the process.

NOAA staff will be holding a semi-
nar on how to properly submit
electronic vessel trip (eVTR) re-
ports. As of April 1, 2024, all federal lobster permit holders have had to submit
electronic trip reports. The seminar will review when an eVTR is required, how
to submit an eVTR, the importance and benefits of electronic vessel trip re-
porting, and the various platforms available to complete an eVTR.

Everyone enjoys the Friday night

dinner and auction. MFF photos.

Department of Marine Resources (DMR) staff will provide an update on right
whale monitoring efforts and the timeline for new protection measures. DMR’s
Division of Marine Mammal Research will talk about the department’s research
programs which are aimed at increasing understanding of right whales in the
Gulf of Maine and exploring alternative lobster fishing gear types. DMR policy
staff will then provide information about anticipated rulemaking to occur un-
der the Atlantic Large Take Reduction Plan.

Ten years ago, the Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) began working
with fishermen to develop the Gulf of Maine Bottom Longline Survey (BLLS).
Survey samples are taken at 45 stations between 15 and 160 fathoms each
spring and fall. The morning seminar will share the results of the BLLS and
discuss how to expand industry engagement and data use.

Friday afternoon will include the annual question and answer session with
NOAA and NEFMC staff. Those invited to participate include Janet Coit,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries; Michael Pentony, Regional Administrator,
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office; Jon Hare, Research and Science
Director, Northeast Fisheries Science Center; Cate O'Keefe, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management Council; and Rick Bellavance, Chair, New
England Fishery Management Council.

That afternoon there will also be a session hosted by the Lobster Institute on
four ongoing collaborative projects. These projects include Environmental
Monitors on Lobster Traps (eMOLT) which gather data on temperature, sa-
linity, and oxygen on the ocean floor; the American Lobster Settlement Index,
which helps identify young-of-the-year settlement patterns; the Lobstermen’s
Knowledge Trust, a project through which lobstermen manage and control use
of their chart plotter data; and Navigating the New Arctic, a project which links
changes in the Arctic to the biological, economic, and social dynamics of the
lobster industry.

On Saturday morning the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative will give an
update on its 2024 activities and plans for 2025. The Maine Elver Fishermen’s
Association will hold its annual meeting with presentations on the elver popu-
lation, dam removal efforts, management and market forecasts. The Downeast
Lobstermen’s Association also will meet Saturday morning.

DMR staffwill give the annual summary of the Lobster Monitoring and Research
Program 2024 surveys, which collect demographic data on the Gulf of Maine
lobster population at different life stages. The data is used by the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission in its lobster stock assessment, underway now.

Saturday afternoon will feature a seminar on aquaculture techniques from
around the world. Maine has used aquaculture technology transfers with great
success to introduce new species, technologies, equipment, and culinary uses
for shellfish and kelp. Presenters involved in Maine’s aquaculture sector will
speak about kelp farming in South Korea, Japan and Alaska, scallop farming in
Japan and Atlantic Canada, wild scallop harvesting in France, Australian oyster
farming, West Coast shellfish aquaculture, and New Zealand mussel farming,.

Later that afternoon there will be a Health and Safety Preparedness session.
Fishermen who have experienced safety challenges at sea and others who have
completed safety training will discuss their experiences. Attendees can then
visit interactive stations to further discuss topics such as: vessel stability, first
aid, health and strength training, lifejackets, and responding to an opioid emer-
gency.

The Maine Lobster Boat Racing Association and the Alewife Harvesters of
Maine will meet that afternoon as well.

The three days also will feature a Trade Show, health screenings, safety training
in the Samoset pool, and evening events.
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Thank you to all who donated

to the MLCA Iin 2024!
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The Maine Lobster Community
Alliance (MLCA) serves as an
educational and charitable
organization serving both fishermen
and the general public who feel a
strong affinity for this historic fishery
and its people.

For information on our programs
or how you can contribute,
please visit us at

www.mlcalliance.org
or call 207-967-6221

Stephen O’'Laronde

Margot Page, in honor of
Anne & Ron Gerrish

Jenny Patterson

Antonina Pelletier, in honor of
Gene Kelley

Janet Pollack

Michael & Elizabeth Rowen
Benjamin Rubenstein
Donna Sullivan

Holly Thibodeau

Sara Walbridge

Cody Watts, BCKWDS LLC
Kerry Wentworth

Leonard Young

Up to $100

Francis Bruno

James Carr & Kim Drain
Sarah Corson & Dick Atlee
Carol Geig

Hannaford

Elena Hooley

Sarah Petitto, in honor of
Chuck Gerry

Phebe Quattruci
Kathleen Reardon
Virginia Robbins

Ted Rogers, Rogers
Chiropractic Center

Maine Lobster Community Alliance | PO Box 315 | Kennebunk, ME 04043




Page 26 | LANDINGS | February 2025

— @

NEW HAMPSHIRE WILL NOT MAKE GAUGE CHANGE

On January 21 New Hampshire Governor Kelly Ayotte informed the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission that the state would not comply with
new guidelines increasing the minimum size for lobsters caught in the Gulf of
Maine. “I have heard loud and clear from our lobstermen, commercial fisher-
men, and concerned legislators and citizens from our Seacoast that this mini-
mum size increase will have a negative impact on an industry already strained
by existing regulations,” said Governor Ayotte in her letter. “...New Hampshire
will comply with the previous minimum size for lobster in an effort to preserve
this proud industry”

RIGHT WHALE PROTECTION RULE FAILS

The Biden administration dropped a proposed rule that would have required
vessels less than 65 feet to slow down in areas where endangered right whales
are found. The rule, introduced more than two years ago by the National Marine
Fisheries Service, would have required more ships to slow down in East Coast
waters to help prevent collisions with the whales. Since introduced, the pro-
posal has been the topic of much debate among shippers, charter boat compa-
nies and others. The National Marine Fisheries Service received about 90,000
public comments on the proposed rule. Officials said the volume of feedback
and the complexity of the issue made it impossible to finalize the rule before
the Biden administration left office.

VINEYARD WIND INSTALLATION RESUMES

Vineyard Wind has been given the green light to resume installation and power
production after a blade from one of its turbines snapped and fell into waters
near Nantucket last summer. However, the company must remove all blades
made at GE Vernova’s Quebec factory. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM) announced on January 17 that it had completed its review of the pro-
ject, which was begun after a 107-meter blade broke off in July 2024. The re-
view found there was insufficient bonding at certain locations within the blade,
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which should have been detected at the manufacturing plant through inspec-
tion and quality control procedures. The blades must be removed from 22 loca-
tions where they were installed.

CANADIAN LOBSTER FISHERY CONSIDERS A TRUMP FUTURE

The effects of tariffs from the United States on Canada’s lobster industry could
depend on timing, but officials say just the threat is further proof of the need
to keep diversifying markets. Geoff Irvine, executive director of the Lobster
Council of Canada, said he and others aren’t waiting around to see what hap-
pens. Although shippers of live product have diversified markets through the
years to the point that China — not the U.S. — is the largest market for live
lobster, the frozen market still depends largely on American buyers. About 55%
of Canada’s export value in lobster is frozen or processed, and three-quarters
of that goes to the U.S,, said Irvine. A strong American economy has translated
into lots of appetite in the retail and food service sectors for frozen lobster tails
and meat.

NO LAND-BASED SALMON FARM IN BELFAST

Nordic Aquafarms announced in mid-January that it would no longer pursue
its land-based salmon farm in Belfast, after years of legal challenges from oppo-
nents. The company said it has spent tens of millions of dollars on the project,
and secured local, state and federal permits; calling the decision a sad day for
the Maine economy and aquaculture industry. The company faced legal set-
backs when trying to secure access to Penobscot Bay to draw water and dis-
charge wastewater.

TOUGH MONTHS FOR NOVA SCOTIA LOBSTER SEASON

In Nova Scotia, the winter lobster season is off to a rough start. Lobster har-
vesters in the province’s largest fisheries, Lobster Fishing Areas (LFAs) 33 and
34, are grappling with a combination of weather disruptions, weak landings,
and lower-quality catches, and high Jonah crab bycatch which have significant-
ly impacted both prices and operations. The weather has severely impacted
the lobster fleet, and reports indicate that catches are down by as much as 20
percent in LFA 34 compared to last year. The situation is especially dire in St.
Mary’s Bay.

2025 MAINE TRAP TAGS

The Department of Marine Resources announced in January that UPS will no
longer deliver trap tags to PO boxes. Due to this change by UPS, DMR amended
the delivery information to the physical address provided by license holders
for orders of 2025 tags that have already been submitted. If you have previously
received tags at your PO Box, you will receive them at your physical address
going forward.

If the license does not list a physical address, or lists a PO box as a physical ad-
dress, the tags will be delivered to DMR’s Augusta office. When DMR receives
them, staff will contact you to make arrangements to receive your tags. In gen-
eral, lobstermen should expect to receive tags no later than five weeks after the
order is placed. If more than 5 weeks go by without receiving the tags, DMR
asks lobstermen to contact the department so staff can track the status of the
order and reorder if necessary to ensure that lobstermen can get the tags on
traps prior to June 1.
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More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org )

January 31-February 3

Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association
Annual Weekend and Trade Show,
Margaritaville Resort Cape Cod, Hyannis, MA

February 4-6
ASMFC winter meeting, Arlington, VA. FMI:
www.asmfc.org/home/2025-winter-meeting

February 4
ASMFC American Lobster Board, 9-10:30 a.m.

February 4

Aquaculture Public Scoping Session - Mere
Point Oyster Co., & Dana Smith, 5:30 p.m,
Curtis Memorial Library, Brunswick.

February 5

Aquaculture Public Scoping Session -
Shearwater Ventures, 4 p.m., Long Island Town
Hall.

February 10
Lobster Advisory Council Meeting, 4-6 p.m.,
DMR office building, room 118, Augusta.

February 11-13
American Lobster Benchmark Stock
Assessment Workshop #2, Greenland, NH

February 11
Lobster Zone D Council meeting, 6 p.m.,
Rockland Ferry Terminal.

By MLCA staff

It can be like a bad science-fiction movie. Thick mats of blob-like creatures en-
veloping lobster traps, swallowing aquaculture nets, engulfing even buoy ropes.
Tunicates, also known as sea squirts, have proliferated in the Gulf of Maine in

the past two decades as the Gulf waters have
warmed.

The marine invertebrates are filter feeders,
drawing in and expelling water through siphons.
Tunicates occur either as single individuals or
as colonies. After a brief period floating freely,
a tunicate will attach itself to a solid surface —
any solid surface. A lobster trap, dock piling, a
rock, you name it, a tunicate will attach to it.

There are roughly a dozen different species of
tunicates in the Gulf of Maine. More than half
are believed to be invasive species brought to
the Gulf from other regions.

Solitary tunicates, like the European sea squirt,
are distinct individuals and can grow together
in large groups. They reproduce quickly and can
easily spread into new areas by attaching them-
selves to boats or gear.

Colonial tunicates, such as the pancake batter
or sea vomit tunicate, form incredibly dense
colonies. “Pancake batter” got its name because
the colony forms a mat with dripping tendrils.
These tunicates are individual organisms that
live in colonies within a shared protective tunic.

Warming Gulf of Maine waters have allowed
tunicates to grow quickly in many parts of the
Maine coast.

They also are less susceptible than many inverte-
brates to the impacts of ocean acidification and

YOUR QUESTIONS, ANSWERED:

February 12
Lobster Zone A Council Meeting, 4 p.m.,
Washington Academy, East Machias

February 19
Lobster Zone B Council Meeting, 5 p.m, Mount
Desert Island High School Library, Bar Harbor.
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Scarborough, Maine
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February 23

MEMBER FDIC 2Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

Third annual Chowder’s On!, 12 - 3 p.m., Kittery
Community Center. Tickets on sale at https://

www.mlcalliance.org/3rd-chowders-on.

February 25
Lobster Zone C Council Meeting, 5 p.m.,
Stonington Town Hall

February 27-March 1
50th Annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum,

Samoset Resort, Rockport.

February 28

MLA 71st Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset
Resort, Rockport.

March 10
Lobster Zone G Council Meeting, 5 p.m., TBD.

March 12
Shellfish Advisory Council, 9:30-12:20 p.m.,
DMR office, room 118, Augusta.

March 16-18
Seafood Expo North America, Boston
Convention and Exhibition Center.

55-gallon white, $15 each.
Free delivery with 120 purchase.

New England Totes & Barrels
603-848-9595

BARRELS

low water.

This tunicate-covered trap reportedly weighed more than

200 pounds. D. Closson photo.

Why are we seeing so many sea squirts?

low oxygen conditions created by algal blooms. Tunicate populations vary with
the seasons, peaking at the beginning of fall. They are more likely found in shal-

As Brian Beal, a University of Maine at Machias
marine scientist and director of the Downeast
Institute, commented in a recent Bangor Daily
News article, “Sea squirts have exploded in the
Gulf of Maine over the past decade or so. They're
just a huge nuisance”

A colony of tunicates can easily double the
weight of a lobster trap, making it difficult and
dangerous to haul.

They can cover the trap escape vent and the
wire mesh itself, limiting the amount of water
that can pass through the trap. Typically, how-
ever, tunicates won't thrive in deeper water,
where sunlight is limited.

Like the bad guys in a science fiction movie, tu-
nicates are hard to kill. If scraped off a trap or
hull at sea, the little bits hosed into the water
will grow into new tunicates. Getting them off
gear is best done on land, after they have dried
out and died.

Researchers have found that during a severe
winter when the Gulf temperatures drop and
stay cold, tunicate populations will be reduced.
Rain and a heavy influx of freshwater into coast-
al areas will also knock the populations back.

For now, however, with the Gulf of Maine con-
tinuing to warm, the invasive tunicates will re-
main irritating pests.
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SEALSKIN, A FISHERMAN'S LOOK AT A LOST PAST

Stonington fisherman Jeff Dworsky, 69, had his first book
of photographs published late last year, called Sealskin.
The book marries Dworksy’s photos of the Maine coast in
the 1970s and 1980s with an old Celtic folktale of a seal
who changes into a woman, marries and has a family.

After moving to Maine as a young man, settling off the grid
on a small island off Stonington and beginning his fishing
career, Dworsky felt called to document the world around
him, which he knew was rapidly changing.

“I really wanted to record what was left of the Stonington
thatThad moved here on purpose to be a part of,” Dworsky
said. “Through that period, my photography developed
and was borne out of a sense of loss and nostalgia.” In ad-
dition to the book, published by Charcoal Press, 1,500 of
Dworsky’s photographs are now online at the Penobscot
Marine Museum’s photo archive.

Sealskin is available at https://charcoalpress.com/shop/
sealskin.

Out there, confidence in performance, reliability and operating
economy are the only things that count. With this in mind, we

created the Scania marine solution: An array of flexible options

including ratings, equipment, instrumentation and transmissions.

Whatever your specification, we will provide you with the optimal

Scania marine solution.

Power at work, every inch of the way.

www.mackboring.com - 800-MACK-ENG



	1
	2
	B&W_3
	B&W_4
	B&W_5
	B&W_6
	B&W_7
	B&W_8
	B&W_9
	B&W_10
	B&W_11
	color_12
	color_13
	color_14
	color_15
	color_16
	color_17
	bw_18
	bw_19
	bw_20
	bw_21
	bw_22
	bw_23
	24
	25
	bbw_26
	bbw_27
	28

