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FINDING WAYS TO MANAGE IN A
BAIT SUPPLY CRISIS

SEAFOOD EXPO SHEDS LIGHT
ON LOBSTER’S GLOBAL REACH

By Melissa Waterman
By MLA staff
The Maine Lobstermen’s
Association with support from
the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative and Hannaford
Supermarkets once again
hosted a free bus trip for lobstermen and others to the
Seafood Expo North America
in Boston. The goal of the trip
is to make lobstermen aware
of the stature of Maine lobster
in the global marketplace and
also of the tough competition
Maine’s iconic marine product
faces.

Maine’s lobster industry is scrambling to prepare for the pending shortage in
herring bait facing Maine lobstermen this season. The final herring quota announced by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for 2019 is 15,065
metric tons, a 70% reduction from the 2018 quota of 49,900 metric tons.
Approximately 77 million pounds of herring will not be available to lobstermen this year.
What will they do? What will the bait dealers do to make up that absent number of pounds?

Josh and Christal Ahern and Keisha
Kelliher are all smiles at Seafood
Expo North America. A. Pelletier
photo.

In fact, lobstermen have been adjusting to a shrinking supply of herring for
some years now. Until 2006, lobstermen had access to more than 100,000 metric tons of herring. Herring landings dropped to a previous low of just over
60,000 metric tons in 2010, but rebounded to more than 90,000 metric tons until 2014. Since then, landings of herring have dropped steadily, to 44,000 metric
tons in 2018.

Thirty people escaped the
March mud of Maine to attend day two of the three-day show, which features seafood purveyors, packaging firms, and dealers from around the world. This year the Expo presented a seminar on the status of North Atlantic right whales which most of the
Maine contingent attended. Later in the day, the group took part in the Maine
Continued on page 23

We asked several lobstermen from different areas of the coast about what they
use for bait and their thoughts about the coming fishing season.
Chris Welch, 30, lobsters from Kennebunk aboard F/V Foolish Pride. His primary type of bait is herring and pogies when they are available. “In the late fall
I will switch to hard bait — skate, redfish. This year I will try whatever I can
get,” Welch said. Currently he estimates that 20% to 25% of his business costs
go to purchase bait. “Ten years ago it was totally different. I maybe spent 10%
Continued on page 17
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MAINE 2018 LOBSTER
LANDINGS BRING IN EXTRA
MILLIONS
By Melissa Waterman
For Maine lobstermen, 2018 wasn’t such a bad year. The value of
the catch increased by $46 million compared to 2017. Total landings, according to preliminary data released by the Department
of Marine Resources (DMR), were 120 million pounds, worth $484
million, the third-highest total value ever. Landings rose by 8 million pounds, compared to 2017.

Kennebunk, ME 04043

The 2018 lobster catch and value totals are based on preliminary
counts from reports lobster fishermen and dealers file with the
state. The totals are expected to increase slightly over the coming
months as more reports are filed or amended.

P.O. Box 315

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance

The average statewide per-pound price that fishermen were paid
for their catch increased from $3.92 to $4.05 per pound. That average makes 2018 the seventh year out of the past 15 years in which
Maine lobstermen have earned more than an average of $4 per
pound. The highest yearly value of Maine’s lobster landings was
in 2016 when fishermen brought $540 million worth of lobster
ashore.

Lobster landings in Maine began to increase in both volume and
value in the late 1980s. In the early 1990s, lobstermen typically
landed around 20 million pounds with a cumulative worth of $100
million each year. The value of Maine’s annual catch has topped
$400 million each year since 2014 while the volume has exceeded
100 million pounds every year since 2011.

Continued on page 4
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

It seems that just a few weeks ago Maine was still in the
grip of Old Man Winter. Ice on the driveway, ice on the
wharves, ice on fishing boat decks — cold days and colder
nights were still in control. But now we enter April and no
one can deny that spring is in the air. Throughout the coast
fishermen are looking over their gear, getting their trap
tags ordered and preparing for the new season.
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throughout much of the Gulf of Maine, though certain
places, such as the north shore of Prince Edward Island,
have seen an uptick. Surveys by the department indicate
that the number of legal-size lobsters along the coast remains strong while the number of sublegal or juvenile lobsters is up in eastern Maine lobster zones.
Not only must lobstermen worry about possible new rules
to protect right whales, they must also contend with a
sharp reduction in the amount of herring available this
season. That reduction has prompted action up and down
the coast, from the use of bait saver bags to construction of
bait freezers and other storage facilities. Landings begins a
new series this month looking at what specific individuals
and companies are doing to prepare for an extremely tight
herring bait supply this year.

We also hear from the interim director of the Maine Lobster
The lobster fishery, however, is under threat due to several Marketing Collaborative about the organization’s planned
actions related to the enactivities in 2019. The
dangered North Atlantic
Collaborative will shift
right whale. As we explore
its focus from marketing
this month, a court case
and promotion targeted
filed by several environtoward celebrity chefs
mental groups against the
to educating decision
National Marine Fisheries
makers in the food supService has compelled
ply chain about the benthe agency to produce a
efits and value of Maine
Biological Opinion under
soft-shell lobster. Its goal
the Endangered Species
is to motivate food buyAct on whether the lobers for large entities to
ster fishery and other
purchase Maine lobster
mobile gear fisheries
from dealers listed on
pose a serious danger to
the Collaborative’s web
right whales. The publicsite. As interim director
private Take Reduction
Marianne Lacroix writes,
Team, which has coordi“Think of this strategy
Slowly and surely the ice is fading and the sun is
nated right whale protecas like a snowball rolling
tion measures since 1997,
downhill: We start with
growing stronger. Winter is on the run!
is now considering new
broad outreach to the
M. Waterman photo.
techniques, such as ropeaudience online. Then,
less fishing or weak lines,
we establish awareness
to protect the whales from
of Maine lobster, sending
entanglement. And the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries our targeted audience to our web site and finally driving
Commission is considering an amendment to its interstate measurable action.”
lobster management plan that would sharply reduce the This month’s issue also features photos from the Maine
number of endlines in the water in order to forestall any Fishermen’s Forum, the Maine Lobstermen’s Community
federal action resulting from its Biological Opinion of the Alliance trip to the Boston Seafood Show, the grand openlobster fishery. When it comes to whale protection meas- ing of Hamilton Marine’s new Portland store, and so much
ures, one thing is certain: whatever happens, Maine’s lob- more. If it’s important to Maine’s lobstering world, you will
ster fishery will feel the impact.
find it in Landings!
Landings also features a summary of the Department of
Marine Resources research on the region’s lobster populations. Lobster settlement continues to be in a downturn
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TWO JOIN DMR’S POLICY AND MANAGEMENT BUREAU
DMR press release
importation of Asian carp from the Mississippi and Illinois rivers for use as lobster bait. Popoff is working with the other states and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to develop a protocol for testing, handling and transportation that will
ensure biosecurity and support an exemption for lobstermen to use the currently prohibited species.

Two new staff members have joined
the Department of Marine Resources
(DMR) to work on policy issues at
the state, interstate and federal level.
Nick Popoff joined the DMR in July
2018 and has been working on policy
issues for seaweed, American eel,
river herring, striped bass, bluefish,
northern shrimp, and sea urchins.
His work includes staffing the department’s sea urchin and seaweed
advisory councils and leading the
evaluation of electronic monitoring technology that will support the
100% harvester reporting requirement implemented by the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC).
A major focus of his work in recent
months has been to investigate the

Prior to working for DMR, Nick served as a fisheries biologist for the U.S.
Geological Survey, as well as the tribal liaison, policy manager, and invasive
species program manager for the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.
Megan Ware joined the Department in March as the External Affairs Director. In
her role, Megan will serve as the Commissioner’s designee to the New England
Fisheries Management Council and as a proxy on the ASMFC, representing
Maine interests in those management bodies.
Ware previously served as a fishery management plan coordinator for ASMFC,
developing and coordinating management plans for lobster, herring, and menhaden. Her responsibilities included fostering communication and consensus
between state agencies, federal partners, industry members and science staff.
Prior to joining ASMFC, Megan worked as a Marine Policy Fellow at the Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution, a fish advisory analyst for the Southern
Environmental Law Center, and an environmental science and policy consultant for Duke Legal Clinics.

New DMR employees, Megan
Ware and Nicholas Popoff
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NOAA Fisheries, through the Commission, is making $525,000 available for the
funding period of July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. Individual proposals should fall
within a range from $50,000 to $200,000. Any applicant seeking support for this
period must submit, as a single file, an electronic proposal by email no later
than 5:00 p.m. EST on Monday, April 15. Awards and start dates for successful
projects will be announced by May 20. To read the full Request for Proposals,
visit www.asmfc.org/files/RFPs/ASMFCAquacultureRFP_March2019.pdf.
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The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (Commission), in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), is
seeking proposals to develop regional pilot projects in support of sustainable
aquaculture. Specifically, pilot programs should partner with industry to develop techniques and business models to grow domestic seafood production. A
priority are projects that consider promising but less commercially developed
technologies for species managed by the Commission or those species that
contribute to healthy marine habitats, including finfish, shellfish and seaweed.
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UPDATE ON LOBSTER FISHERY OFFERS VIEW OF THE FUTURE
By Melissa Waterman
Given its value to the Maine economy, lobster was a major topic of the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum. Kathleen Reardon, Department of Marine Resources (DMR)
lobster biologist, reviewed the 2018 landings figures for a packed seminar audience. Despite a variety of difficulties — Chinese tariffs on U.S. seafood, escalating bait prices, an ever-warmer Gulf of Maine — Maine lobstermen landed
119,640,379 pounds of lobster in 2018, 8 million pounds more than was landed
in 2017, according to preliminary DMR data. The average price was $4.05 per
pound in 2018 compared to $3.92 in 2017.
The Department has recently unveiled
its new Lobster Landings Viewer on its
web site, which allows users to query
lobster landings by area and by town.
Rick Wahle, director of the Lobster
Institute at the University of Maine,
spoke about the 2018 American
Lobster Settlement Index. In recent
years the Settlement Index has shown
a broad drop in the density of juvenile
lobsters, known as young-of-the-year.
That widespread decline is still evident,
Wahle said, but there were a few places
experiencing a distinct uptick, including Jonesport and sections of New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The north
shore of Prince Edward Island saw a
huge uptick in settlement, which began
in 2016.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
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Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

DMR’s ventless trap survey, which provides data on sub-legal and adult lobsters, show that from 2015-to 2018, eastern Maine saw much more settlement
at depth than in shallow or midwater depths, an indication that lobsters are
finding warmer water temperatures at depth

DMR lobster research biologist Jesica Waller spoke about a DMR study of female lobsters in Boothbay Harbor. The project came in response to lobstermen reporting more smaller egg-bearing lobsters in the area. DMR had done
two similar studies, the first in 1968
and the second in 1994, so researchers had data to compare the current
study to. The size of Boothbay Harbor
female lobsters at maturity in 1968
was 94 mm; in 1994 89 mm; in 2018
that size had decreased to 84 mm.
DMR has been keeping track of water temperatures in Boothbay Harbor
for more than a decade. It found that
water temperatures lay between 43o
Fand 50o F., (the range of temperature
conducive for development and molting), for many more days today than in
the past. That, in turn, influences the
DMR’s new Lobster Landings Viewer allows one to search for landspeed with which the females grow to
ings by town, port, or region at https://maine.maps.arcgis.com/apps/
maturity. Waller plans to conduct adopsdashboard. DMR image.
ditional studies on lobster maturity
along the coast and offshore.

Because the Gulf of Maine has warmed so much in recent years, researchers, in
collaboration with lobstermen, began surveying deepwater sites for larval lobsters beginning in 2016. The warming waters have made areas of bottom previously too cold for settlement (below 54 degrees F.) available to juveniles. Data
derived from deepwater passive collectors set from lobster boats fishing in
Downeast Maine indicate that there are a lot more young-of-the-year per square
meter in shallow and midwater areas than in the past. Wahle and colleagues will
use the settlement data in a “hindcast” model to predict what the population

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear

may look like in the future. The model predicts that future lobster landings will
decline. “Thus far it corresponds well except in Zones E and F,” Wahle said.

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

DMR Commissioner Patrick Keliher closed the session by answering questions
from the audience. Concerning future restrictions on the lobster fishery due to
right whales, he stated that a 40% reduction in endlines is definitely on the table. When asked if latent lobster licenses will affect future regulations, he said
“Yes. The feds and non-governmental organizations look at potential effort.
Tags are figuring into that. It’s not great. The longer we are at 10% harvester
reporting, the less data we have available to fight this. So it’s likely that it [100%
harvester reporting] will be implemented earlier than in five years.”
The DMR will hold meetings with lobstermen at 6 p.m. on Monday, April 8,
at South Portland High School Cafeteria; Tuesday, April 9 at Oceanside High
School Auditorium in Rockland; and Wednesday, April 10, at Ellsworth High
School to discuss possible actions lobstermen could live with.
Lobster landings continued from page 1

Maine’s lobster fishery is by far the largest and most valuable commercial fishery in Maine and the largest lobster fishery in the country. American lobster
was the most valuable single species harvested in the U.S. in 2015, 2016, and
2017, with Maine landings accounting for approximately 80% of that value each
year, according to data published by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.
Downeast Maine was well represented in Maine’s top ten ports ranked by the
value of the catch landed. For at least the fifth year in a row, Stonington had the
highest value of fishery landings valued at more than $59 million. Vinalhaven
was second at $38 million, followed by Portland at $35.5 million, Friendship
$24 million, Beals $23.5 million, Spruce Head at $16.5 million, Rockland at
$13.5 million, Jonesport at $13 million, Cundy’s Harbor at $12 million and
Owls Head at $12 million.

Boots:
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Muck Boots
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294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

Reardon spoke about the ASMFC lobster stock assessment process which is
due to be concluded in 2020. DMR provides substantial amounts of data on
lobster to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission for its modeling
work, making the results of the department’s spring and fall trawl surveys,
ventless trap survey and sea sampling even more important. Reardon noted
that the fall trawl survey results, which give data on 53-82 mm lobsters, show
that numbers are up compared to 2017. The ventless trap surveys in 2018
indicate that 2018 was much like 2016 in eastern Maine and more like 2017
for the midcoast and western Maine. Sea sampling in 2018 indicates that a
much larger number of sublegal-size lobsters are turning up in lobster traps in
the eastern lobster zones throughout the year now. Shell disease saw a slight
downturn in 2018, as is typical in a season following a cold water year.

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Overall, the value of all of Maine’s commercial fisheries last year totaled $637
million, representing the state’s second highest annual multi-species landings
value. Lobsters represented more than three-quarters of the total value. The
state’s annual catch of herring, used principally for lobster bait, fell last year
from 65.4 million pounds to 61.6 million pounds.
The value of Maine’s 2018 elver harvest, which has an annual cap of 9,688
pounds, was $21.7 million, a $9.5 million increase compared to 2017. Maine’s
softshell clam harvest increased by more than 250,000 pounds hitting 7.1 million pounds with a value of $12.8 million.
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THE FATE OF RIGHT WHALES, AND LOBSTERMEN, SUBJECT OF
FISHERMEN’S FORUM SEMINAR
By Melissa Waterman

they calved every three years but scientists report that they are now calving
about every ten years.

The plight of lobstermen was foremost in the minds of many at the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum seminar on the status of North American right whales.
Lobstermen are concerned about what form new regulations are likely to take
and when they might be introduced.

The drop in births may be due to females expending more calories as they
search for their food, the copepod, Calanus finmarchicus. It could also be due
to the sublethal effects of entanglement, Asaro said. “We have been in similar
circumstances with right whales before and things have improved,” he said.
The ecosystem changes taking place in the Gulf of Maine, however, mean the
whales are going to different places to find food, where they are threatened by
Canadian fishing gear and ship traffic as well as U.S. fishing gear.

Department of Marine Resources (DMR) endangered species specialist Erin
Summers explained that right whales are protected under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA). Protection measures designed to reduce the likelihood of injury or mortality are developed by the Large Whale Take Reduction
Team (TRT). The TRT, which formed two working groups to look at the feasibility of ropeless fishing and weak rope, will meet in April to decide on protection proposals to send to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to be
included in the formal TRT plan for right whales.
Meanwhile, a court case brought by environmental groups against NMFS under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) is pressuring NMFS to develop a new
Biological Opinion on a variety of fisheries, including American lobster, and
their interaction with right whales. The Biological Opinion, now being written by NMFS, could find that the lobster fishery places the right whale population in jeopardy. If so, NMFS is required to institute new regulations called
Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives or close the fishery outright in order to
protect the whales. DMR is considering filing a brief in the court case.
Mike Asaro from the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO) gave
an overview of the right whale population. Numbers of right whales have declined since 2010. Twenty whales are known to have died since 2017. And up to
85% of all right whales show signs of entanglement as shown by the presence
of scars or fishing gear. The number of new calves has also declined: five calves
were born in 2017, zero in 2018, and seven thus far in 2019. For the right whale
population to be sustainable, Asaro said that 20 calves or more must be born
each year. There are approximately 100 females left in the population. Once

Gear innovation could help
whales avoid harm

The MMPA allows incidental take of right whales each year, but that figure is
less than one whale per year. The actual number of deaths per year is around
five, Asaro noted. “The figure is trending in the wrong direction,” he said.
The current TRT plan calls for seasonal closures and gear modifications to protect the whales. The TRT is considering new measures to reduce risk, including modifying seasonal closures, increasing the visibility of rope, and reducing
the number of vertical lines in the water. To reduce the impact of an entanglement, the TRT is considering reducing the breaking strength of rope (to less
than 1700 pounds) and reducing the surface system rope configuration. To get
data about ways to reduce risk in the future, it is considering additional gear
marking requirements, monitoring and reporting systems (VTR, VMS, AIS),
and aerial and acoustic research.
Asaro also noted that the Biological Opinion being prepared by NMFS will not
call for new regulations; if the Opinion finds that the lobster fishery poses a threat
to right whales, it will indicate what measures are needed to protect whales. New
regulations will come from the ASMFC, TRT and other levels of government.
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) is moving forward
with an update to its lobster management plan, known as Amendment 28. Toni
Kerns, a staff person at the ASMFC, said that if the Biological Opinion finds
that the lobster fishery causes jeopardy to the right whales, then the federal
government will make decisions concerning lobster management changes. The
ASMFC wants to maintain the viability of the lobster fishery so it is considering changes that could be made prior to the Biological Opinion being finalized.
“The ASMFC wants the states to cooperatively participate in lobster management. Those most familiar with lobster management should provide input on
any future regulations,” Kerns said.
Continued on page 20

Ben Brickett of Blue Water Concepts in Eliot has a good idea. It’s a device called a “Time Tension Line-Cutter” and it does what its name says it
does: at a certain time after a certain amount of pressure is exerted, it cuts
a line. And it could be a low-cost solution to the problem of right whales
becoming seriously injured in fishing rope.
Brickett started thinking about the problem of right whales and fishing
lines in 2003. “A good friend of mine who works on an offshore lobster
boat came by and was very concerned with having to put weaker lines on
his gear,” Brickett said during his presentation at the Maine Fishermen’s
Forum. Offshore lobstermen run many traps on a trawl; those traps are
large and have heavy runners. When hauled the tension on the line can be
many thousands of pounds of pressure.
Lobstermen hate to lose
gear; they also hate to
face a line under tension
that might, at any moment, snap because of a
weak link or an insert of
“weak rope.” Brickett’s device allows the line to be
used in a normal fashion
aboard a lobster boat. A
hydraulic piston inside
the device, which is attached to the line, will move the blade only after
certain amount of tension, from 500 to 10,000 pounds, is exerted for a
certain amount of time. So if a whale should get entangled and begin to
pull against the line, adding additional tension to it, the Time Tension
Line-Cutter will cut the line at a designated time, anywhere from 5 to 30
minutes.
Brickett found that his first design didn’t pass easily through the hauling
block so he redesigned it to remove that obstacle. A titanium raz0r blade
makes a clean cut through line from ¼-inch to ¾-inch in diameter. The
line-cutter is also durable; it was used aboard an offshore lobster boat for
an entire winter on Georges Banks.
“It is economical and affordable and I know that it works,” Brickett said.
The Department of Marine Resources plans to buy and distribute six of
the devices to lobstermen this summer to test its abilities.
To learn more, visit https://bluewaterconceptsinc.com
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2019 MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM
It was an event-filled three days during the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in early March. Attendees packed the
seminars, enjoyed the best of Maine’s many types of seafood, talked with the many vendors in the marine trade
show, and held conversations throughout the days and during the evening events. Here are a selection of
photos from the Forum, courtesy of Mike Young.

Dana Morse,
D
M
left,
l f and
d Chris
Ch i Bartlett,
B l right,
i h dish
di h out the
h oysters.

The Forum has always had events for all members of a
fisherman’s family.

A young oceanographer explores the DMR Aquarium
touch tank.

MLA Membership director Antonina Pelletier and MLA board
member Craig Stewart at the MLA booth.

Stonington Rep. and
Marine Resources
Committee member
Genevieve McDonald
enjoying a libation at the
Seafood Reception.
DMR Deputy Commissioner Meredith Mendelson, left,
and Director of Marine Policy Deirdre Gilbert, right, are
all smiles at the Forum.
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THE MLA 65TH ANNUAL MEETING
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association annual meeting took place on March
1 at the Samoset Resort in Rockport. MLA president Kristan Porter opened
the meeting by recognizing the MLA board
and staff members for their efforts during
the previous year. He asked for a motion
and a second to accept the minutes of the
2018 annual meeting; motion to accept was
approved unanimously. He then presented
the slate of nominees for three-year terms
of board membership, noting that Laurin
Brooks of Kennebunk was nominated as a
new board member. A motion to accept the
slate was made and seconded; motion approved unanimously.

The MLA also organized eight meetings with lobstermen throughout the
coast to get their thoughts on how best to address the push for new whale
conservation measures. Staff is also monitoring the Atlantic States Marine Fishery
Commission’s right whale working group
to keep lobstermen aware of what might
take place there.
Porter then spoke about the MLA’s 2019
planned activities. The MLA will work with
the Maine Lobster Dealers Association and
Bates College on developing a lobster quality program prior to the start of the season.
It also will hold safety trainings for lobstermen in concert with Fishing Partnership
Services of Massachusetts. To add data to
the ongoing discussion of right whale entanglement protections the MLA will support research on a time tension line cutter
developed by Blue Water Concepts.

Porter then presented the MLA Award for
Outstanding Service to Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) Bureau of Marine
Science director Carl Wilson. Wilson grew
up in the lobster fishery, not as a lobsterman
but as the son of University of Maine (UME)
Tim and Anne Morong listen to speakers at the MLA Annual
The MLA’s attorney Mary Anne Mason
economist Jim Wilson. He became the lead
spoke to the membership about legal acMeeting in March. MLA photo.
lobster biologist for the state in the 1990s at
tions related to whales. In May 2018, ena time when federal fishery regulators convironmental organizations brought suit
sidered the lobster stock depleted. As Porter noted, Wilson partnered with
against NMFS under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the
professor Yong Chen at UME to prove that lobster stocks were not overfished.
Endangered Species Act (ESA), arguing that the government had not done its
He has been involved in many significant lobster rejob under those laws to protect right whales and
search projects over the years before becoming the
that the court should force NMFS to take steps to do
science bureau director in 2015.
so, which could include closing the lobster fishery.
Porter also presented the MLA Golden V-Notch
Award to Dwight Carver of Beals Island. Carver, who
served for many years on the MLA board, was commended for his efforts to aid the lobster fishery and
lobstermen over the years, attending numerous meetings and serving on the Large Whale Take Reduction
Team (TRT). “He does it for his community,” Porter
said. “His face lights up when he talks about his family and community.”

The MLA strategy was to become an intervenor in
the case. As a party to the case, but not a litigant, the
MLA will have the right to review information and
decisions that affect lobstermen and can add information to the process. Mason said that the discovery
or information gathering process was still going on
but should end by mid-April. Then the judge would
set a schedule for a hearing likely to take place in the
fall. The hope is that the TRT will come up with protective measures before then.

Porter gave a quick review of the MLA’s activities of
the past year. Policy efforts focused on whales, bait,
MLA’s executive director, Patrice McCarron, reand lobster management issues. MLA programs inviewed the situation with herring. The official quota
cluded collaborative research n whale issues with
released by NMFS for 2019 is 70% less than in 2018,
DMR, involvement in the DMR Lobster Research
which translates into a loss of 77 million pounds of
Collaborative and the expanding business discount
herring. Area 1A quota has been cut dramatically.
DMR Commissioner Keliher answers
program for members. Through the MLA’s sister orAdditional, deeper cuts will occur in 2020 and 2021.
questions at the MLA annual meeting.
ganization, the Maine Lobstermen’s Community
The cuts occurred because the 2018 herring stock
MLA photo.
Alliance (MLCA), the newspaper Landings was pubassessment found that herring biomass was down
lished and sent for free to all commercial license holdsharply due to poor recruitment from 2013 onward.
ers each month; the MLCA also coordinated the Maine Lobster Leadership
In addition, in 2018 the New Brunswick weir fishery had a really good year,
Institute.
landing 11,000 metric tons of herring; their harvests are considered part of the
During 2018 MLA staff were involved in the Gubernatorial Forum held at the
Strand Theatre in Rockland in October; organized support from within the fishing industry for the re-appointment of Patrick Keliher as DMR Commissioner;
came out against energy development in the Gulf of Maine; petitioned EPA
for relief from the Tier 4 engine standards; supported reauthorization of the
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative;
negotiated to delay implementation of the
ASMFC’s 100% reporting requirement in
Maine for five years; and participated in the
National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health’s life jacket testing project in
Maine.

Gulf of Maine stock and so are counted when tallying up the year’s total landings.

The MLA conducted a survey of members in 2018 to understand their concerns about bait supply in 2019. Of the total, 87% reported that they were concerned or extremely concerned; 82% said
they were concerned that the bait problem would lead to an economic crisis for
lobstermen; and some said that the strong
would survive the herring reduction and
the weak would drop out. McCarron emphasized that Maine’s regulations for bait
biosecurity are strict and that no bait that
threatens the marine environment can
be used as lobster bait. However, DMR is
looking at allowing a type of carp found in
Illinois to be used as well as Gulf of Mexico
menhaden. McCarron noted that even if
all the state quota and episodic quota for
menhaden is harvested this year, it would
MLA members voting for Board of Directors during the
represent just a very small fraction of the
meeting. MLA photo.
amount of herring no longer available.

A huge amount of time in 2018 was spent on
representing lobstermen’s perspectives on
possible right whale protection measures.
The MLA successfully petitioned to become
an intervenor in the court case brought by
environmental organizations against the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
to force immediate action on right whale
protection. It also spoke forcefully against
the notion of ropeless fishing in the Maine
lobster fishery as one of Maine’s representatives on the TRT. The MLA also was
involved in DMR’s three-year research project on the strength of lines used in
the fishery. “Before they can make us change,” explained Porter, “we need to
know where we are now. We are testing rope and breaking rope and finding
a huge difference between new rope right off the shelf and rope two to three
years old.”

To close the meeting a raffle for five
gift packages was held. The winners were Jordan Drouin, Mark Jones, Gerry
Cushman, Craig Stewart, and Bobby Ingalls. Porter thanked the companies
which had provided items for the gift packages: Brooks Trap Mill, Sea Rose
Trap, Hamilton Marine, Friendship Trap, McMillan Offshore Safety and
Training, Plante Buoy Sticks, and Maine Camp Gifts.

Page 8 | LANDINGS | April 2019

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
1st VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
2nd VP: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Laurin Brooks, Kennebunk, 468-2165
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 677-0148
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Mike Sargent, Steuben, 460-1316
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org
Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place in
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
April 3,
5 p.m., Darby’s restaurant

STEAMING AHEAD
The discussions about what the new whale rules will be has
been heating up this winter. In March, the Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) began talking with lobstermen in
preparation for three public meetings on the whale rules to
be held on April 8, 9 and 10. The issue is an extremely complex one involving the Marine Mammal Protection Act and
the Endangered Species Act as the legal framework and the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC),
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Team and all of the East coast
states as managers. Plus, there is a court case pending in
Washington D.C.
Given all this the bureaucratic confusion, lobstermen naturally want to cut to the chase. “If there are no recent confirmed right whale entanglements in Maine lobster gear,
why do we need to do anything?” they wonder. “Who is
standing up for us and telling the government that enough
is enough?”
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association is. The MLA is present
at all of the whale meetings and you can be sure, we are not
sitting there silently. At whale management meetings, we
have already said “No” to ropeless fishing and to a mandate
for 1,700 pound weak rope for everyone. At industry meetings, we are listening to lobstermen’s feedback on what will
work for Maine. And the MLA is an intervener in the court
case so that the Maine lobster fishery will have a voice if
any decisions are made through the court.
But even as we fight for Maine lobstermen to continue to
fish, that does not mean that Maine will not have to do
something. The Maine lobster fishery is not the smoking
gun when it comes to whale entanglement. In fact, there
is no smoking gun (other than Canadian snow crab gear).
Unfortunately, there is no clear solution on how to ensure
the continued survival of right whales.
From 2010 to 2018, there were 46 right whale serious injuries or deaths due to fishing gear entanglement. In 78% of
the cases, the origin of the gear was unknown. The 22% that
are known include eight in Canadian snow crab gear, one
in unknown U.S. gear, and one in U.S. trap gear. The problem is that any fishery with rope in the water is potentially
part of the unknown gear that is harming right whales. Our
industry fishes a lot of rope. So the Maine lobster fishery,
along with every other fixed gear fishery on the Atlantic
coast, must work together to reduce that 78% figure.
Solving this problem will take place on two fronts. First,
the ASMFC is considering measures to reduce the likelihood that a whale will get entangled in lobster gear. The
Commission is considering actions to reduce the amount of
buoy lines in the water by up to 40%. This could be achieved
by trawling up, endline caps, trap reductions or closures.
The ASMFC Lobster Board is scheduled to meet on April
29 in Arlington, VA, to vote on which approaches will be
considered in the lobster management plan. Those options
then will go out for public comment during the spring or
summer. The implementation date for the amended lobster management plan is 2020.
Second, the Take Reduction Team is considering measures
on how to reduce the likelihood that a whale will become
seriously injured or killed if it becomes entangled in fi shing
gear. The TRT is considering measures such as gear modifications to allow whales to break out of rope more easily,
closures and ropeless fishing. For its part, Maine is considering options to cap rope diameter in state waters, fish
smaller diameter rope on the top portion of the buoy line
in federal waters and is testing the use of time tension line
cutters as a potential option where stronger rope is needed. A real challenge in identifying whale rules that will have
a positive impact on whales is figuring out how and where
the lobster industry is fishing. As a result, it is anticipated
that the timeline for 100% harvester reporting for Maine
lobstermen will be accelerated before the scheduled 2024
implementation date.

Also under consideration is adopting a unique mark for
Maine lobster gear in order to distinguish Maine from other lobster gear and marking exempt gear to ensure that all
Maine lobster gear is marked. There is also a push to add
more marks to gear to increase the likelihood of finding a
mark if that gear ends up on a whale. The Take Reduction
Team is meeting April 23 to 26 in Providence, RI. Based on
the outcome of the TRT meeting, NMFS will begin rulemaking to implement changes to the TRT whale plan. Due
to the slow pace of federal rulemaking, implementation
would take place in 2020 or 2021.
There are two wild cards in all of this: the outcome of the
Biological Opinion currently being drafted by NMFS and the
potential for action through the court. Under the Biological
Opinion, NMFS will assess whether the American lobster
fishery, as well as all other fixed gear fisheries on the East
coast, has the potential to entangle a right whale. If the answer is yes, NMFS will make a determination of “jeopardy”
and will produce a list of “reasonable and prudent alternatives” that the fishery must consider so that it may continue
to operate without hindering the recovery of right whales.
The hope is that the combination of measures put forward
through the TRT for gear modifications and by the ASMFC
for vertical line reductions will be enough to avoid NMFS
requiring additional management measures when it releases the Biological Opinion. However, if NMFS does not
believe that the fishery has done enough to reduce the risk
to right whales, the Biological Opinion will prescribe additional measures to reduce the risk the fishery poses to right
whale recovery or the fishery will risk being shut down. So
take note: If you think we can fight through this next round
of the whale rules without changing the way we fish, you
risk allowing NMFS to make that decision for you and for
all Maine lobstermen.
Our job is to make sure that the types of changes we make
actually help whales and reflect the level of risk that our
fishery poses. The Canadian snow crab fishery will continue to operate with a combination of static and dynamic
closures when the whales arrive in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
each summer. Massachusetts will continue to operate with
its winter closure in Cape Cod Bay and may face new closures because hundreds of right whales now gather there
to feed each year. Some of these fishermen favor ropeless
fishing because it could give them the ability to fish during
the closure period. But these are not solutions that make
sense for Maine because we do not have feeding aggregations of whales. Maine’s job is to focus on how to reduce the
amount of rope we have in the water column and ensure
any whale that might encounter Maine lobster gear has a
strong chance of breaking free without serious harm.
Do Maine lobstermen want to take control and recommend whale protection measures that continue to allow us
to make a living? Or do you want to simply say “No” and
leave it to NMFS to decide what those regulations shall be?
I favor going on the offensive, not playing defense. I urge
you to attend DMR’s April meetings to discuss changes
lobstermen can live with. We need your feedback because
our fishery is very diverse and one solution or approach
will not work for everyone. We can help the state fight for
a plan that lobstermen can live with and pre-empt a more
draconian management approach from NMFS as part of
the Biological Opinion.
The MLA remains a leader in the lobster industry and will
continue to advocate that lobstermen work together to
control their own destiny. It’s hard work, but this is an fishery worth fighting for.
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
BAIT UPDATES

TAKE REDUCTION TEAM

Maine Menhaden Rules

The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team will meet from April 23 to 26
in Providence, RI, to consider options to reduce serious injury and mortality to
right whales posed by fixed fishing gear.

DMR adopted rules for the state’s 2019 menhaden fishery, effective March 13.
The 2019 state menhaden regulations clarify reporting requirements for all
Atlantic menhaden fishery operations. Components of the fishery that are quota managed (state and episodic) require daily reporting, while the incidental/
small scale fishery requires monthly reporting.
This rulemaking continues management in place in 2018 for the state allocated
and episodic fisheries: menhaden fishing and landings are allowed Monday
through Thursday, with a 120,000 pound per vessel per day limit, and a 160,000
pound per vessel per week limit. Only one landing is allowed per day. Fixed
gear harvesting may occur seven days a week in both the state allocated fishery
and the episodic event fishery; however, the fixed gear fishery will maintain the
same daily and weekly landing limits as previously set for the mobile fishery.
Finally, the rule re-instates a personal use regulation for hook and line harvest.
Recreational harvest by hook and line for 25 fish per day is permitted seven
days a week.
During the incidental catch and small scale fishery, menhaden fishing is limited to state waters with a limit of 6,000 pounds per vessel per day. Only one
landing is allowed per day. Catcher vessels may not sell, give or transfer, at sea
menhaden they have taken to any other vessel. All menhaden must immediately be stored in barrels or fish totes, or a combination thereof, upon harvest.
All menhaden must be contained in barrels or fish totes on both the catcher
vessel and the dory towed by the catcher vessel, if utilized. A standard fish tote
(tray), measuring 28 inches long x 16 inches wide x 11 inches deep, when level
full equals 1/3 barrel.

ASMFC VERTICAL LINE REDUCTIONS
The ASMFC Lobster Board will meet on April 29 in Arlington, VA, to consider
recommendations for management options developed by the Lobster Plan
Development Team (PDT). The PDT has been meeting regularly to review and
analyze data in order to prepare management options for consideration for inclusion in the management document by the Lobster Board. Management options include reducing vertical lines by from zero to 40%, to be achieved by trap
limits, gear configuration changes, seasonal closures, and/or the acceleration
of currently planned trap reductions.
HANCOCK COUNTY TRAWL LIMITS
DMR adopted new rules to the Hancock County trawl limits, effective March
13, as recommended by the Zone B Council at its January 2019 meeting. This
replaces the trawl limit put in place in October 2018. DMR was aware that refining the October 2018 trawl limit area was possible to better meet the needs
of Zone B and Zone C fishermen fishing there. DMR held meetings with Zone
B and C fishermen to determine what changes to the area were advisable. At
their January 2019 meeting, the Zone B Council supported the Department’s
proposal to amend this area.

State Herring Rules
The DMR adopted rules for the state’s 2019 herring fishery, effective March 13.
This rule clarifies that all directed herring trips must report daily using the herring.dmr@maine.gov landings email. This rule implements a weekly limit on
state-only permitted vessels of 25,000 pounds. Fishing in state waters may occur from Sunday to Thursday. Fixed gear harvesting in state waters is exempt
from the weekly harvest schedule but is subject to a weekly landing limit of
25,000 pounds.

2019 Atlantic Herring Landings
For Data through March 15, 2019
Area

2019 Quota

Cumulative Catch

% of Quota to
Date

1A*
1B
2
3
Total

4,354
647
4,062
5,700
15,065

--4630
1,123
5,753

0%
0%
114%
20%
38%

WHALE UPDATES

WAITING LIST VERIFICATION REQUIRED BY APRIL 9

DMR Outreach with Lobster Industry

The DMR must verify that individuals currently on the lobster zone waiting
lists wish to remain on the lists. DMR has mailed forms to everyone on the
waiting lists. Those who with to remain on the lists must return the completed
form to DMR by April 9.

The DMR initiated informal meetings with the lobstermen from Downeast,
midcoast and southern Maine in March to inform lobstermen about the status of pending changes to federal whale rules and to solicit feedback. There
is a lot of concern at both the state level and among lobstermen about what
these changes could mean. Management measures are under consideration on
two separate management tracks. The Take Reduction Team (TRT) will consider changes to fishing gear to reduce the likelihood that a whale that encounters fishing gear will be seriously injured or killed. The Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) Lobster Board will consider changes to the interstate lobster plan to reduce the amount of vertical lines in the water by up to
40% through endline reductions, trap limits or closures. This effort is intended
to reduce rope in the water and therefore lessen the probability of a right whale
encountering lobster gear.
The DMR has scheduled three community meetings in early April to formally
engage the lobster industry about upcoming Take Reduction Team and ASMFC
actions regarding right whales. These meetings will be informational in nature,
and an opportunity for the department to get feedback. The meetings will be
held at 6 p.m. in the following locations: Monday, April 8, at South Portland
High School Cafeteria; Tuesday, April 9 at Oceanside High School Auditorium
in Rockland, and Wednesday, April 10, at Ellsworth High School in the All
Purpose Room upstairs.

dŚĞD>>ĞŐĂůĞĨĞŶƐĞ&ƵŶĚ
EĞĞĚƐǇŽƵƌ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚ͊
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƚǁŽǁĂǇƐǇŽƵĐĂŶŚĞůƉ͗
^ĞŶĚĂĚŽŶĂƟŽŶƚŽ͗

D>>&͕Ϯ^ƚŽƌĞƌ^ƚ͕^ƚĞϮϬϯ͕<ĞŶŶĞďƵŶŬ͕DϬϰϬϰϯ

ƩĞŶĚƚŚĞ>ĞŐĂůĞĨĞŶƐĞ&ƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌƉƌŝůϲƚŚ
ŽǁĞŶ͛ƐdĂǀĞƌŶ͕ĞůĨĂƐƚ
ϱƚŽϵƉŵǁŝƚŚĨƌĞĞĨŽŽĚ͕ƌĂŋĞƐ͕ůŝǀĞďĂŶĚĂŶĚŽƉĞŶŵŝĐ͊


,ŽƐƚĞĚďǇ>͕DĐDŝůůĂŶƐKīƐŚŽƌĞ^ĂĨĞƚǇΘƚŚĞD>
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRONICS

INSURANCE

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.

Midcoast Marine Electronics
129 Lakeview Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
B&S Bait
Blake Smith
17 Smith Lane
Cherryfield, ME 04622
207-664-4266
bandsbait2018@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket when buying 36
buckets or more
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT
REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Foodie Tours
Pam Laskey
PO Box 1905
Portland, ME 04104
207-233-7485
info@mainefoodietours.com
www.mainefoodietours.com
10% off culinary walking tours, any
location
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

10% off list price on all marine electronic
products, excluding MRP products

FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial
fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
Pack Edge
Jim Freeman
340 Presumpscot St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LEGAL SERVICES
Law Offices of Crystal Tarjick
PO Box 11
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-363-0220
crystal@ctmelaw.com
10% off on all legal serives to MLA
members.
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
Ryan Oliver
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT

Infab Refractories Inc.
John Bergeron
150 Summer St.
Lewiston, ME 04240
207-783-2075
www.infabrefractories.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts.
New propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, & related items, sales, repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off liftraft repack, $50 off new
liferaft purchase at both locations.
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
PO Box 411
Belfast, ME 04915
207-338-1603
www.mcmillanoffshore.com
25% off USCG Drill Conductor training
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Locations in South Portland &
Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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Lee Fisher has been a leading provider of quality commercial
fishing supply in the US since 1982.

Poly-Dac (sink rope)
7/16” x 1200’ Coil

We are currently looking to add
maine lobster wharfs and fishermen
co-ops to our supply chain.
Please call owner Tom Adams 207363-0876

Proudly working in
partnership with Maine’s
Lobstermen providing live
lobsters around the world.

$ 195.00

$ 125.00
Prices Good Through May 30, 2019

&

Also visit us at

WWW.LEEFISHERFISHING.COM
For other commercial fishing, crabbing, and
lobster supplies.

ȱęȱȂȱȱȱ

Saturday April 6th, 5 - 9 pm
Bowen’s Tavern, Belfast

Neptune Stick

ȱȱȬȱȱȱȬȱȱ

FMI: mainelobstermen.org or 967-4555

H

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint

HAMILTON

MARINE
OPEN HOUSE

SALE!

$

1499qt $4999gal

SCAN THIS QR CODE!
See just how tough
our buoy paint is!

High-density biocide that reduces yearly
build-up, maintains color consistency and
lowers weight while providing a smooth
Hybrid Reactive ƓQLVK8VHRYHUPRVWERWWRPSDLQWV
Technology

ACCUSat™ EPIRBs
86&*$SSURYHG
with reflective tape.

$

3681

406 MHz. Completely
waterproof. 6 Year Non-Haz
Mat battery. 6 Year warranty.
6WDLQOHVVVWHHODQWHQQD
86&**0'66$SSURYHG

Order# 748930

Cat I Auto

Order# 731676

Order# 731678

349

99 $

Anti-Fatigue Mat
 [ PDWZLWK6LGHG
Interlocking Design 1/2" thick.

$

14

50

SAVE

Reg  $949
+79
Order# 754535

6 Year
Battery!

Cat II Manual

$

Adult Universal

Manline Pot Warp

46999

Volume
Pricing
Available!

19 ea

Green

Order# 763280

Orange

Search#
MANLINE

Order# 118243

Deck Boss Boots

Foul Weather Gear

KLJKZLWKŴH[LEOHXSSHU
that folds down when not
needed and a 1" groove for
durable silicone bands.
6L]HV
Search# GRD-15DB

Search# GRD-

$

April 6 thru 14

Type I Offshore
Life Vest

Fish Basket

:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ89 Plastic with handles
& weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap & water and holes for draining.
1 bushel capacity.
cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Black or White.
Search# HM-LBP
$ 99

FULL
LINE IN
STOCK!

12999pr

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit
USCG APPROVED
Hi-visibility yellow wrist and
ankle straps. Removable head
pillow. Articulated arms for
easier donning.
KNT-1540-AU $
Order# 753274

Adult Universal Cold Water
Immersion Suit
USCG APPROVED
Features wide legs for
quick donning. Dual
zipper pull tabs.

24999

596$
Order# 743829

$

26999

Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches

Tread Plate Access Hatch

Flush, watertight, 4-dog system, opens from the outside only.
Covers are heavy
duty anodized
aluminum tread
plate, Frames are heavy
12-gauge 316 stainless
steel. Wrench sold separately.
Search# BOM-S4

15" x 24"

$

549 SAVE
99

70

$

Reg 
BOM-C41524-O
Order# 104612

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE
Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.

24" x 24"

92999SAVE

$

100

$

Reg 
BOM-C42424
Order# 104619

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com
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.HHS0DTXRLW%D\RSHQIRUDOOFRPPHUFLDOˉVKHUPDQ
DQGUHFUHDWLRQDOXVHUV
*HQHUDWLRQVKDYHˉVKHGWKHVHZDWHUVDQGQRZWKHLU
OLYHOLKRRGLVEHLQJWKUHDWHQHG
Ȣ7KHVFDOHLVMXVWWRRELJȣ— Albert Rose
Ȣ'RHVLWERWKHU\RXWKDWDJURXSRIOREVWHUPHQZLOOORVHLQFRPHVRWZRSHRSOHFRXOGPDNHLQFRPH"ȣ
— John Powers
Ȣ,KDYHEHHQˉVKLQJWKHUHIRU\HDUV 0DTXRLW%D\ DQGLWȠVDJRRGVSRWULJKWWKHUHȣ— Donald Ulrickson
Ȣ0\VRQDQG,KDYHFDXJKWVWULSHUVLQ0DTXRLW%D\DQGWKHLPSDFWRIWKHSURSRVHGIDFWRU\LVWRRELJRQWRR
PDQ\SHRSOHȣ— Andrew Washburn
Ȣ,IWKLVOHDVHJRHVWKURXJK\RXZLOOUXLQWKLVVSRWIRUˉVKHUPDQDQGLWZLOOLPSDFWRXUUHYHQXH
:HFDQȠWDOORZWKLVWRFUHDWHZLQQHUVDQGORVHUVȞWKHRFHDQEHORQJVWRHYHU\RQH
QRWMXVWWZRSHRSOHZKRZDQWWRVWDUWDQR\VWHUIDUPȣ
— Tom Santaguida

3URWHFWWKHULJKWVRIFRPPHUFLDOˉVKHUPHQWRDFFHVVSXEOLFZDWHUVDQGVWRSDTXDFXOWXUHOHDVHVWKDWEHQHˉW
WKHDSSOLFDQWDWWKHH[SHQVHRIRWKHUV/HW\RXUYRLFHEHKHDUG&RQWDFWWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI0DULQH5HVRXUFHV
&RPPLVVLRQHU3DWULFN.HOLKHUDQGOHWKLPNQRZWKHRFHDQEHORQJVWRDOORIXV
(PDLO3DWULFN.HOLKHU#PDLQHJRY
&DOO'HSDUWPHQWRI0DULQH5HVRXUFHV
ZZZPDTXRLWED\RUJDQGRQIDFHERRN
Paid and Authorized by Maquoit Bay, LLC.
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IS YOUR LOBSTER
TRAP A KEEPER?

Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

At Riverdale Mills, we know you’re busy sorting your
catch, so the last thing you want to deal with is a trap
that doesn’t last. That’s why we invented Aquamesh®,
premium quality, galvanized after welding (GAW)
marine trap wire made specifically for ocean use.
We’ve been manufacturing Aquamesh® in the USA
since 1980 using our GAW technique. High quality
carbon steel is welded and then submerged in a
tank of molten zinc to protect the welds. After this,
our proprietary marine grade PVC coating is applied,
ensuring maximum defense against the elements.

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

Other trap wire manufactured overseas uses a
substandard galvanized before welding (GBW) and
plastic coating process. The wire is coated with a
thin layer of zinc, welded together, and then coated
in vinyl plastic. During the welding process, the zinc
is burnt off, leaving the wire unprotected at the weld
and subject to environmental elements, causing
premature rusting and breakage.
Choose the trap wire you can keep for the long haul:
Aquamesh® by Riverdale Mills.

AQUAMESH®
THE GAW DIFFERENCE

1.800.762.6374 | +1.508.234.8400
info@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


Working
to make 2019
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
       

Page 14 | LANDINGS | April 2019

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

FOUND A TAGGED LOBSTER?
WHAT TO REPORT: date, location (loran is okay), tag # (between
0001-18000), whether the lobster had eggs or v-notch, and whether it
was kept or released. Report length or send a photo with gauge to
qualify for higher value raffles.
HOW TO REPORT: Call, text, email or Facebook messenger us. # 774251-9454, heidi@offshorelobster.org. It’s okay to report old recaps.
Congratulations to our 2017 and 2018 raffle winners. NEXT RAFFLES:
JULY 1, 2019 AND JANUARY 1, 2020 - $4,500 IN REWARDS.
PROJECT UPDATE: The Atlantic Offshore Lobstermen’s Association,
New Hampshire Fish and Game and Maine Department of Marine Resources are tagging lobsters in the Gulf of Maine and on Georges Bank
in order to track migration and investigate growth.
Close to 17,000 lobsters tagged so far, with plans to tag 18,000 total.
Approximately 1,000 recapture reports provided by fishermen to date.
The charts below show lobsters tagged (squares) in the Gulf of Maine
and Georges Bank with recaptures (circles) of at least 50 miles away.
On Georges Bank, there is regular movement between shoal and deep
water, but also movement to other areas of the Gulf. In the Gulf of
Maine, lobsters tagged offshore Jan. to July 2018 have been recaptured
50-150 miles away from downeast ME to southern MA.
Since the tags remain intact after a molt, recaptures with carapace
measurements or a good quality photography with gauge for reference
(see right) are used to understand molting and growth.

Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to report recaptures!
Please keep the reports coming in 2019 and good luck with the raffles.

Photos like this to report length.
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LOBSTER-RELATED BILLS BEFORE THE LEGISLATURE
The 129th Maine Legislature has been busy considering many legislative
proposals. The MLA has been monitoring bills before the Marine Resources
Committee, as well as the DMR budget, bond requests and several energy proposals. This session will end by June 19, 2019.
The Marine Resources Committee has held public hearings on most the bills
that would affect the lobster industry and has taken final votes on a few. Several
bills are still under consideration.
Under Review by the Legislature
LD 28 An Act Regarding Access to Lobster Licenses, sponsored by Rep McCreight
of Harpswell, proposes to give lobster licenses to those who have completed
the Apprentice program and been on the waiting list for 10 or more years. The
Marine Resources Committee receive a lot of testimony during the public hearing on February 5 which was roughly split between those who supported and
opposed the bill. During the February 19 work session, the Marine Resources
Committee voted to table this bill due to the many changes that the lobster
industry is currently facing as result of herring cuts and potential whale rules.
The bill will be reconsidered during the second session in 2020.
LD 340 An Act to Establish a Temporary Terminal Condition Medical Allowance
for Lobster and Crab Fishing License Holders, sponsored by Rep McCreight of
Harpswell, proposed to establish a temporary terminal condition medical
allowance to allow a person who meets several criteria. On February 26, the
Marine Resources Committee voted to pass an amended version of this bill
which would not create a new terminal condition medical allowance, but instead, expand the temporary medical allowance. The amendment would allow
the lobsterman to haul his own gear during times when he is well enough while
the temporary medical allowance is in place. The amendment is pending final
review and approval by the Committee.
LD 430 An Act To Establish and Promote a System of Safe Disposal of Expired
Marine Flares, sponsored by Rep McCreight of Harpswell, proposes to establish
programs for the collection and disposal of expired marine flares. On March
4, the Criminal Justice voted to support an amended version of this bill. The
amendment is pending final review and approval by the Committee.
LD 618 An Act To Remove Nighttime Restrictions on Lobster Fishing in a Certain
Area in the Bay of Fundy, sponsored by Rep Tuell of East Machias, proposes to
allow Zone A lobstermen who fish in the U.S. portion of the Gray Zone to haul
lobster gear during any time of day between Labor Day and Memorial Day. On
March 5, the majority of the Marine Resources Committee voted Ought to Pass
an amended version to make this change for the 2019 season but require DMR
to report back to the Marine Resources Committee during the second session
before the provision is made permanent. The amendment is pending final review and approval by the Committee.
LD 676 An Act to Simplify Maine’s Lobster Licensing System, sponsored by Rep
Faulkingham of Winter Harbor, proposes to eliminate the Class I, II, and III licenses and replace them with a “single” license for an individual and a “crew” license to fish with unlimited crew. The cost of the license and associated fees for
the single license would be the same as the current Class I license and fee for
the crew license would be the same as the current Class III license. On March
5, the Marine Resources Committee voted to table this bill in order to get more
input from the lobster industry.
LD 955 An Act to Prohibit Offshore Oil and Natural Gas Drilling and Exploration,
sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle, proposes to prohibit activities relating to
offshore oil and natural gas exploration, development and production within
the boundaries and jurisdiction of the State. The public hearing is scheduled
for March 29 before the Environment and Natural Resources Committee.
LD 914 An Act to Enhance the Recruitment and Retainment of Marine Patrol
Sergeants, sponsored by Sen Deschambault of York, proposes a 5% salary increase for Marine Patrol Sergeants. Marine Patrol sergeants are seeking to remedy a problem with availability pay so that they are compensated in the same
way as IFW sergeants. A public hearing was held on March 5.
LD 797 An Act to Limit Greenhouse Gas Pollution and Effectively Use Maine’s
Natural Resources, sponsored by Rep Tucker of Brunswick, proposes to require
that by 2050 the state to reduce net annual greenhouse gas emissions by at
least 80% below 1990 levels. The public hearing was held on March 13 before
the Environment and Natural Resources Committee. This is the Governor’s
proposal for Maine to address climate change. The ENR Committee is considering several other proposals to address climate change.
LD 937 An Act Regarding the Sale and Release or Abandonment of Balloons, sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle, proposes to subject a person who releases or
abandons a balloon outdoors to penalty. It also requires a seller of balloons to
register with the Department of Environmental Protection and to display in a
conspicuous place at each purchase counter information concerning the risks
and safety hazards of balloons. The public hearing is scheduled for March 27
before the Environment and Natural Resources Committee.

DMR Budget. Governor Mills has proposed a budget for DMR for FY 2020-2021
of $27 million. This budget reflects approximately $13 million in General Fund
resources, of which $3 million would support one time capital expenditures to
support an upgrade to the Boothbay Lab to allow research to continue and the
purchase of five new marine patrol vessels.
Ought Not to Pass
LD 174 An Act to Promote Youth Participation in the Maine Lobster Fishery, sponsored by Rep McDonald of Stonington, proposed to allow a child 12 years old or
younger, who does not hold a student license, to assist a Class I, II or III lobster
license holder while lobstering. The Marine Resources Committee moved the
bill out of committee on March 19 with a unanimous ought not to pass vote.
LD 314 An Act to Simplify Apprenticeship Requirements for Student and Apprentice
Lobster and Crab Fishing License Holders, sponsored by Rep Faulkingham of
Winter Harbor, proposed to allow a person with an Apprentice or Student lobster license an alternate method to demonstrate Apprentice Program completion through verified landings of at least 4,000 pounds of lobster over a period
of not less than 2 years. The Marine Resources Committee majority (7) voted ought not to pass, with a minority (5) supporting an amended version of
the bill. This bill was voted down by the House on March 19 and killed by the
Senate on March 21.
LD 675 An Act to Provide Equity in the Lobster Promotion License Surcharge,
sponsored by Rep Faulkingham of Winter Harbor, proposed to replace the
3-tiered promotion charge with a single promotion surcharge of $310 for all 3
classes of licenses. On March 15, the Marine Resources Committee moved this
bill out of committee with a majority ought not to pass vote. MLMC is up for
reauthorization in 2021 at which time changes to the funding structure could
be considered.
No Public Hearings Yet Scheduled
LD 941 An Act to Further Define the Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area, sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle, is a concept draft which proposes to redefine
the status of the Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area.
LD 956 An Act To Allow Student License Holders To Fish for or Take Lobsters during a Closed Season, sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle, proposes to allow a
lobsterman with a student license to fish during a closed season if that closed
season occurs during an interim between school years.
LD 936 Resolve, Establishing a Commission To Study the Existing and Potential
Effects of Freshwater and Marine Debris on Maine’s Freshwater and Coastal
Habitats and Species, sponsored by Rep Devin of Newcastle, proposes to establish a 13 member committee tasked with studying freshwater and marine debris and how it affects Maine’s freshwater and ocean and coastal ecosystems,
habitats and species.
There are several bonds seeking funds related to marine issues:
LD 16 An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue to Invest in Infrastructure
to Address Sea Level Rise, seeks a $50 million bound to improve waterfront and
coastal infrastructure in municipalities to address sea level rise.
LD 400 An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Food Processing
Infrastructure in Targeted Areas of the State, seeks $20 million for food processing infrastructure in targeted areas of the State.
LD 547 An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support Maine
Aquaculture, seeks $25 million for the Gulf of Maine Research Institute to study
and promote Maine aquaculture.
LD 537 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support the Gulf of
Maine Research Institute’s Establishment of a Near-shore Coastal Sensor Network,
seeks $2 million to the Gulf of Maine Research Institute’s to establish a nearshore coastal sensor network to gather oceanographic data and track changes
in state waters.
LD 861 n Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Complete the Renovation
of a Wharf and Bulkhead in Portland for Marine Research, seeks $3 million to
complete the renovation of a wharf and bulkhead at the Gulf of Maine Research
Institute in Portland.
There is also a $50 million marine jobs bond being worked on to facilitate the
growth of commercial fishing and aquaculture related marine businesses.

For more information, visit www.legislature.maine.gov
or contact the MRC clerk at 287-1338
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Become a member.
For your future & the future of the industry.

Photo by The State Race

New members join for $200!
MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail with payments to: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043
Harvester Membership Levels








First Time Member
$200
Highliner
$350
Harvester
$250
Harvester Family*
$325
$125
Junior Harvester (under 18)
$125
Senior Harvester (over 65)
Retired Harvester (no longer a captain) $50

Individual Membership Levels:
 Sternman
 Lobster Friend
 Lobster Lover

$50
$100
$250

Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________ Cell:____________________ D.O.B:_______________
Email:___________________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:_____________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:_________________ Zone & District:___________________
*Family Members:________________________________________________________

Payment info: Pay with:
Visa MasterCard Check: #_______________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________ Exp. date:____________ CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
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Bait continued from page 1

on bait,” he said. Welch purchases bait from New England Fish Company
or Coastal Bait Company in Portland. When it comes to storing bait, Welch
takes part in a local cooler association where he can stockpile a few weeks’
worth of bait. “It is something built years ago, I own a portion of the building,” he explained. This year he plans to use less bait than in the past. “I will
haul on shorter soaks and fish fewer traps until the bulk of the lobsters
show up,” Welch said.

ter months Sargent has used hard bait, such as
haddock racks, but he says he won’t use it again.
“Last year it didn’t work so I stayed with hide and
herring. Winter means hard bait, like redfish,
skate if you can get it. It’s a lot harder here to get
that bait because the cutting houses are so far
away,” Sargent explained.

Bob Baines, who lobsters in South
Thomaston, still fishes primarily with herring. “I’ve used herring for thirty some years.
I used pogies when they were available last
year and I use alewives in the spring,” he said.
He estimates that approximately 15% of his
gross goes to buy bait. “That’s more than
double what is was ten years ago,” Baines
said. Furthermore, as the lobster population has become stronger in Downeast waters, Baines continues to fish as he did ten
years ago but is landing fewer lobsters, making his bait costs even more significant. He
is a member of the Spruce Head Fishermen’s
Co-operative which gets its bait from the
O’Hara Corporation in Rockland.

Sargent estimates that between 20% to 25% of
his gross revenue goes to buy bait right now.
Compared to five or ten years ago, “bait costs are
up significantly. It’s a huge difference,” he said.
He purchases herring from J & K Lobster Bait
and D.C. Air in Gouldsboro. To store the bait he
gets, Sargent takes an old-fashioned approach.
“I do it like they used to do. I have insulated vats
and I salt the pogies, flip them over and salt
them again. There’s 20 bushels to a vat,” he said.

Bob Baines of Spruce
Head favors herring for
his bait. Free Press photo.

Baines has adjusted his fishing to conserve bait as much as he can. He’s
used bait saver bags at different times of the year and cut back on the
amount of bait in each bag. But, in terms of this season, “I just hope for the
best,” he said.

Mike Sargent of
Steuben has turned to
pig hide to supplement
his bait. MLA photo.

To make do in recent years, Sargent has paid closer attention to how much bait
he uses. “Now we don’t dump the bait, we repack it. I’ve moved to small mesh
bags from larger mesh. And I supplement with hide throughout the year,” he
said. This season he pre-bought herring and salted it to use until the pogies
come in. “I’m pretty good on bait right now. The unknown is what we are going
to have to pay in the future. Guys who depend on herring are going to have a
hard time and hard bait is going to be scarce as well.”

Mike Sargent, 26, of Stueben, fishes with herring or pogies at different
times of the year, supplemented with hides. “In the summer I use herring
for the first month or two depending when the pogies come in. I’ll supplement with the pogies generally in mid-August until the fall,” he said.
The herring that Sargent, like many Downeast lobstermen, use is imported
from Canada. The Canadian herring is available in the fall, when the fish
arrive off the coasts of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. During the win-

DMR Bait Dealer Survey
The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has undertaken a survey of licensed bait dealers in Maine to help advance a bait security initiative by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC) Bait Workgroup. The Bait Workgroup was established to
examine practices in the bait industry and to recommend measures
that will ensure biosecurity of bait used in states that take part in the
ASMFC lobster management plan.
In light of the recent reduction in the herring quota, this information is critical since there will likely be more interest in alternative
sources of lobster bait, some of which could pose a biosecurity risk to
the marine environment.
“We have 210 bait dealers registered through our system,” said
Nicholas Popoff, DMR resource coordinator. “This is part of the
ASMFC effort to take a closer look at risk along the East Coast.”
Maine lobster fishermen have historically used Atlantic herring and
menhaden as bait, but quotas for these species have been reduced
significantly during the past decade. In response, lobstermen pursued new types of bait. However, bait sourced from other regions of
the world can harbor pathogens, which may pose ecological risks to
the Gulf of Maine. Therefore, a new classification system and review
process was created to prevent the introduction of harmful pathogens or invasive species into Maine’s coastal waters.
The 125th Legislature
passed a law giving the
DMR authority to review
and prohibit the use of any
freshwater or marine organism as lobster or crab
bait that poses an unacceptable risk to the marine environment and consumers.
DMR implemented this law
by establishing a Lobster
and Crab Bait Review
Process in regulation.

Many thanks
to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Gulf of Maine Lobster
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust Foundation
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Guy Cotten, Inc.
Acadia Seaplants LLC

Beals Lobster Pier

Bell Power Systems Inc. Interstate Lobster Co.
Island Fishing Gear &
Bowdoin College
Auto Parts
Dining Services
Buoysticks.com
Chapman & Chapman
Coastal Documentation
Conary Cove Lobster Co.
Cousins Maine Lobster
Crazy Lobster &
6KHOO¿VK
Cushing Diesel, LLC
Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.
Downeast Boat Co.
F.A. Peabody Insurance
Farrin’s Boatshop

NOAA photo.

“We are ahead of the game in terms of biosecurity in Maine,” Popoff noted. “We’re the only ones with regulations to prevent the risk of something negative coming into the Gulf of Maine. This will give the ASMFC
more information about what is being sold throughout the region.”

Inland Seafood

Finestkind Scenic
Cruises
First National Bank
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.

Northeast Marine
Survey Inc.
Novatec Braids LTD
Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.
Pete’s Marine Electronics
Polyform US

Island Fishermen’s
Wives

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Co-operative

Island Seafood LLC

Port Lobster Co.

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Riverdale Mills

Journey’s End Marina

Slocum Chiropractic

Kip’s Seafood
Lobster Trap Co.

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

Superior Bait & Salt

Maine Center for Coastal Superior Marine
Products Inc.
Fisheries
Maine Financial Group Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative
Maine Lobstermen’s
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Community Alliance
Cooperative
Maine Port Authority
:LOOLDP&RI¿QDQG
Maine Sea Grant
Sons, Inc.
Marine Hydraulic Engi- Williams CPA Group LLC
neering Co. Inc.
Worcesters Lobster Bait
Midcoast Marine Supply

Georgetown Fishermen’s
New England Marine &
Co-op
Industrial Inc.
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DMR LIST OF APPROVED, PROHIBITED LOBSTER AND CRAB BAITS
Marine Approved, March 14, 2019
Species

Restrictions

Region of Origin

Any Species in the
NEFMC Groundfish
Complex

Gulf of Maine or Georges Bank

Atlantic Cod

US East Coast & Canada East Coast

Atlantic Herring

US East Coast & Canada East Coast

Croaker

US East Coast

Halibut

Atlantic & Pacific Ocean

Marine Prohibited, march 14, 2019
Species

Region of Origin

Unacceptable Risk

Any salmonid fish species (prohibited pursuant to DMR Chapter 24.23)
Alphonsino

New Zealand

Exotic pathogens

Atka Mackerel
(Pleurogrammus
Menopterygius)

North Pacific Ocean,
Alaska

Exotic pathogens

Bonito

Panama West Coast

Exotic pathogens

Cobia

South Atlantic Ocean,
Caribbean Sea

Unknown pathogen status

US West Coast & Canada
West Coast

Possibility of exotic agent

Jamaican Weakfish
Wild caught, fro(Cynoscion jamaicensis) zen, racks only

Suriname

Cod

King Weakfish
(Macrodon ancylodon)

Wild caught, frozen, racks only

Suriname

Must be frozen

Eulachon (Thaleichthys Alaska
pacificus)

Exotic pathogens

Kinky (aka rockfish,
long/short spinyhead,
idiotfish) (Genus
Sebastolobus)

Flatfish
Hake
Horseshoe Crab
Monkfish (Lophius
piscatorius)

Pacific Ocean
US West Coast
Asia
FAO Major Fishing Area 27

Possibility of exotic agent
Exotic pathogens
Possibility of invasives
Exotic pathogens

US West Coast & Canada West
Coast

Lingcod
Mackerel (Scomber
japonicus)

Must be frozen if
from China

Atlantic & Pacific Ocean
US East Coast, Japan, Portugal and
China

Mullet (Genus
Mugilidae)

US & Canada

Plaice (Pleuronectes
platessa)

Orange Roughy
Menhaden (aka Pogie,
Bunker)
Patagonian toothfish
Pollock
Redfish

Australia & New Zealand
US East Coast

Pollock

Pacific Ocean

Exotic pathogens

Pacific Sardine (South
American Pilchard)

US West Coast & Canada
West Coast

Exotic pathogens

Netherlands, France,
Germany

Exotic Pathogens

Panama West Coast

Exotic pathogens

Must be frozen

Australia and Argentina
Atlantic Ocean only
N. Atlantic Ocean & Pacific Ocean

Red Alphonsino

NE Atlantic Ocean

Red Gurnard
(Chelidonichthys
cuculus)
Snapper

Roundnose Grenadier

NE Atlantic Ocean

Tilapia

Panama West Coast

Exotic pathogens

Maine
US West Coast & Canada West
Coast
Alaska & Western Canada
US Northeast Coast
Maine
US West Coast

Yellow Goosefish
(Lophius Litulon)

FAO Major Fishing Area 61

Exotic pathogens

River herring (alewife,
blueback herring)
Rockfish (Genus
Sebastes)
Sablefish
Skate
Shad
Sole
Southern Kingfish
(Menticirrhus americanus)

Must be frozen

Wild caught, frozen, racks only

Suriname

Tuna
North Pacific Ocean
Any species that was legally caught in Maine coastal waters, except as otherwise
prohibited in regulation

Freshwater Approved, July 23, 2018
Species

Region of Origin

Carp

Maine

Pickerel

Central Canada

Suckerfish

Maine, Canadian provinces of Manitoba &,
Saskatchewan

Any freshwater species that was legally harvested in Maine

For more information, visit
www.maine.gov/dmr/science-research/species/lobster/bait.html
or contact Sarah Cotnoir at sarah.cotnoir@maine.gov.
Freshwater Prohibited, July 23, 2018

New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting
Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Species

Region of Origin

Unacceptable Risk

All Carp, including Asian
Carp (grass carp, common
carp, Amur carp, silver
carp, largescale silver carp,
bighead carp, black carp,
goldfish, crucian carp, mud
carp)

Asia, US (caught
outside of Maine) &
Canada.

Exotic pathogens

Catfish

Asia

Carp caught in Maine
ARE approved.

Exotic pathogens
Unknown pathogen

Mudshad

Central US & Virginia

status

Northern Pike

Central Canada

Exotic pathogens

Sheepshead (Freshwater
Drum)

US & Canada

Exotic pathogens

Africa, Asia, Florida,
LatinAmerica and
Vietnam

Exotic pathogens

Farmed or Wild Tilapia
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LOBSTER COMPANY PARTNERS WITH NON-PROFIT FOUNDATION TO
KEEP WATERFRONT WORKING
By Mainebiz staff. Reprinted with permission
Luke’s Lobster, a seafood company and restaurant group founded by Luke
Holden in 2009, will partner with the Boothbay Region Maritime Foundation
to operate a seafood-buying station at the Sea Pier in Boothbay Harbor. The
partnership is intended to protect working waterfront and access for local fishermen, according to a company news release.
Last August, the newly formed foundation entered into an agreement to acquire the Sea Pier, previously owned by longtime fisherman Douglas Carter,
who wanted to ensure he sold his property to an entity that would keep it as a
commercial fishing wharf. The lease was signed last week between the parties,
and Luke’s has taken over operations and lobster buying at Sea Pier.
All of the catch coming into the station will go to Luke Holden’s seafood company to be steamed, hand-picked and packed for serving directly to Luke’s Lobster
customers.
The foundation was created with a mission to protect Boothbay’s working waterfront, its marine-related activities and access for fishermen, as well as an
educational mandate. “We spent a long time looking for the right operator for
Sea Pier,” Deanne Tibbets, board president of the Boothbay Region Foundation,
said in the release. “We believe Luke’s has the ability to work collaboratively
with the Sea Pier’s fishermen and is the best partner to help us realize our vision — a vibrant working waterfront, access for fishermen and public education about Boothbay’s fishing heritage.”
As part of the lease agreement, an advisory committee made up of representatives from the foundation, fishermen who fish at Sea Pier and representatives
from Luke’s will be created to ensure the operational transition is smooth, the
foundation’s mission is implemented and communication among all parties is
open and clear.
“We are really looking forward to this partnership and to working with the fishermen here at Sea Pier to create as much value as possible for their product
at the shore,” Holden said in the release. “Protecting Maine’s working waterfront and access for fishermen is important for our business, and our mission
of sourcing the highest quality seafood but also critically important for Maine’s
future.”

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

The Sea Pier in Boothbay Harbor will remain a commercial wharf
thanks to an anonymous donation, a new foundation and Luke
Holden of Luke’s Lobster. Photo courtesy of News Center Maine.

The possible formation of a fishermen’s co-op is an option the parties will explore, according to the release.
The Sea Pier will be renamed Carter’s Wharf. It is one of several commercial
fishing wharfs on the east side of Boothbay Harbor. An anonymous donation
made the transfer of the property possible. A deed restriction requires the
property remain a commercial fishing wharf.
“The working waterfront is key to Maine on many levels — not only maintaining access for fishermen but also for tourism and economic development,”
Ben Martens, executive director for the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association,
said in the release. “People coming from out of state want to see the authentic
Maine, and that’s our working waterfront.”

STRUGGLING WITH OPIATE ADDICTION?
NEED SUPPORT FOR RECOVERY?

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”

FIRST STEP TO RECOVERY

LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

Members of the DI-S community can learn about treatment options in a free,
EQPƂFGPVKCN, QPGJQWTEQPUWNVCVKQPYKVJCVTCKPGFEQWPUGNQT.

RECOVERY COACHES
Recovery Coaches are free. They can help people at all stages of recovery
avoid relapse, connect to support in the community, and work on life goals.
The DI-S Recovery Coach Coordinator at Island Medical Center
can connect you with a counselor or coach.

207-367-5850
DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

Supported by

SLDWH)UHH,VODQG3DUWQHUVKLS

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
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MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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NEW ORGANIZATION MAKES COLLABORATION
A PRIORITY OFFSHORE
By Melissa Waterman
Formed in 2018, the Responsible Offshore Development Alliance (RODA) is a
membership-based coalition of fishing industry associations and fishing companies with an interest in improving the compatibility of new offshore development with their businesses. RODA endeavors to coordinate science and policy
approaches to managing development of the Outer Continental Shelf in a way
that minimizes conflicts with existing and historic fishing.
To do this, RODA seeks to formally engage with NMFS and other entities on
collaborative research and monitoring. The organization wants to design and
implement with NMFS a new model for a long-term, holistic, and collaborative
research program that effectively gathers and incorporates fishery-dependent
and independent data and expertise. RODA also seeks to create regional “science panels” in cooperation with NMFS to identify priority research and monitoring needs, prioritize research funding, and provide technical recommendations.
In January, RODA entered into a partnership agreement with Ørsted U.S.
Offshore Wind to improve communications between the commercial fishing
industry and offshore wind energy developers. This first-of-its-kind partnership creates an opportunity for those who fish commercially to provide direct
input to the wind energy industry on matters of significant interest to their
businesses. “Partnering with Ørsted is a significant step forward as we look to

RODA Board of Directors
Terry Alexander, Maine

Eric Hansen, Massachusetts

Katie Almeida, Rhode Island
David Borden, Rhode Island

Dewey Hemilright, North
Carolina

Bonnie Brady, Long Island, New
York

Peter Hughes (chairman), New
Jersey

Bill Bright, New Jersey

Ben Landry, Virginia

Beth Casoni, Massachusetts

Meghan Lapp, Rhode Island

Tom Dameron, Massachusetts

Eric Reid, Rhode Island

Greg DiDomenico, New Jersey

Mary Beth Tooley, Maine

Concerns about large-scale wind power developments prompted
formation of RODA in 2018. Shutterstock photo.
strengthen our ongoing dialogue between commercial fishermen and offshore
wind developers,” RODA Executive Director Annie Hawkins said in a press release. “RODA believes that we need to develop solutions for offshore wind energy and commercial fishing to coexist.”
On March 26, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Fisheries signed a memorandum of understanding with the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management (BOEM) and RODA to bring fishing interests together
with federal regulators.
Through the 10-year memorandum of understanding, RODA, NOAA Fisheries
and BOEM will collaborate on the science and the “process of offshore wind
energy development” on the Outer Continental Shelf. “The fishing industry has
expressed its concern about the potential impacts of rapid large-scale wind energy development to coastal communities and sustainable fishing practices.
This agreement paves a way forward for fishing communities to give meaningful input to federal regulators in determining the future of our ocean resources,”
Hawkins said in a release.
Whales continued from page 5

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

Independent Journalism
ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

NEW ENGLAND’S
MOST READ
Relevant Fisheries News
by Professional Journalists
NOW More Than Ever
The Fishing Industry Needs
In Depth, Quality, REAL NEWS
Monthly, 18,000 readers
from Eastport, Maine
to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195

“It’s What Fishermen Read”
www.FishermensVoice.com

The Commission’s Lobster Board recommended that vertical lines be reduced
by between zero and 40% in all lobster management areas except LCMA 6. It
also recommended that the 10% replacement tag provision be removed and
that a method of reporting on vertical lines be developed and implemented
prior to having 100% harvester reporting in place. The Commission’s Plan
Development Team is now drafting Amendment 28 to reflect these recommendations. Kerns anticipated a public comment period from May to July if the
ASMFC accepts the recommendations at its May meeting. Final action would
occur before August.
DMR’s three-year vertical line project seeks to provide data on the functional
breaking strength of lines used by lobstermen, on the strength such lines must
have to haul traps safely, and on the different ways lobstermen rig their vertical
lines in various parts of the coast.
Using a rope breaking machine loaned by NMFS, DMR project staff, led by Erin
Summers, have conducted tested 48 vertical lines thus far, breaking 23 clean
lengths of rope, 16 with knots and 8 with splices. The ropes have all been fished
by lobstermen between three and six seasons. The rope diameters vary from
5/16-inch to ½-inch. Summers explained that the tests show that knotted line
breaks first, then spliced, then clean line. Most 3/8-inch line with a knot breaks
at 1800 pounds, with a splice at 2000 pounds of pressure; while clean 3/8-inch
line breaks at 2500 pounds.
Load cell testers have been installed on six vessels to figure out how many
pounds of pressure hauling exerts on vertical lines. The boats hauled five- to 35trap trawls in federal waters at varying depths. The load cells showed that most
of the pressure comes when the first trap comes up. The data also indicates
that more pressure is exerted because of depth than because of the number of
traps on a trawl.
Summers also reviewed the results of a telephone and online survey made of
lobstermen in Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island concerning gear configurations. The largest number of responses to the survey
came from Maine lobstermen (647). Lobstermen in Maine waters typically
fish singles, pairs and triples (24%, 28%, and 15% respectively). The majority
of Maine lobstermen use 3/8-inch rope, although some go up to ½-inch line.
Project researchers want to get additional information about how surface systems are fished, the weight of various trawls and other information. In addition, the project is still looking for used rope to test as well as lobstermen willing to have load cells installed on their vessels this summer.
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Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN: MLMC addresses supply chain in 2019
By Marianne Lacroix, interim director, MLMC

Since the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) was formed in 2013,
our marketing effort has primarily focused on creating preference and demand
for Maine lobster among chefs and consumers. We know that the Maine story
resonates with these audiences and that they represent the primary end consumers of Maine lobster. Over time we’ve generated a great deal of interest
within the chef community, and that interest led us to a discovery — the need
for greater education within the supply chain to ensure that those seeking out
Maine lobster meet as few barriers to obtaining it as possible.
In 2019, the MLMC will continue our marketing efforts directed at chefs and
consumers, while also adding a new focus, the wholesale distributor audience.
Before beginning our efforts to reach this group, we conducted rigorous research to determine key challenges for this audience, including the varying
ways our products are perceived, opportunities for education and the best
means for reaching and engaging wholesale distributors.

Our goal is to reach the supply chain audience
where they are, when they’re most receptive and
with messages and content that have impact.
The research phase of the program has included both qualitative information
derived from in-depth interviews and quantitative data pulled from surveys.
The goal of the research has been to find out how distributors nationwide do
business and how we can most efficiently and effectively reach this important
part of the supply chain. The research has shown that suppliers look for information on different types of lobsters (whether that be live vs. value-added,
or Maine vs. Caribbean products, for example), cooking and handling recommendations, as well as seasonality and variations in yield. These insights will
inform the types of materials the MLMC develops to help market Maine lobster in 2019. Takeaways from our research will be provided to Maine dealers
and distributors to use in educating their own customers.
Our goal is to reach the supply chain audience where they are, when they’re
most receptive and with messages and content that have impact. The out-
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reach plan is three-pronged. First, we create
awareness of Maine lobster with attentioncapturing content and media headlines.
Then, we’ll provide distributors with deeper
insight into Maine lobster and Maine newshell lobster by educating them on the
product’s benefits and unique values. The
final step is to drive the targeted audience
to action.
Our approach to the supply chain will be
different from how we seek to educate
chefs. With chefs, we target influential chefs
in important U.S. markets using events, social media and media outreach. These chefs
Marianne Lacroix is the
in turn help to disseminate information
interim director of the
and enthusiasm for Maine lobster to their
Maine Lobster Marketing
friends and social media followers. With
Collaborative.
the supply chain audience, we will primarily
use advertising tactics like paid social media and search engine marketing. Through these tactics we’ll be able to steer
our supply chain audience to our web site. Specific actions on the web site will
indicate intent to purchase or sell lobster, including downloading content, visiting our online Buyers Guide, searching for specific products, and clicking on
a link to a dealer website.
Think of this strategy like a snowball rolling downhill: We start with broad outreach to the audience online. Then, we establish awareness of Maine lobster,
sending our targeted audience to our website and finally driving measurable
action.
We’re excited to charge ahead this year with a marketing program designed to
increase demand for Maine lobster among all levels of the supply chain, all the
way down to the consumer. Stay up to date on all of the Maine lobster marketing activities through our monthly emails, ads and articles in Landings, as well
as our social media channels.
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In the
NEWS
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS SUE FEDS OVER SEISMIC TESTING

2018 SCALLOP SEASON TOOK A DOWNTURN

A group of conservation organizations, including the Natural Resources Defense
Council, Sierra Club, Surfrider Foundation, Center for Biological Diversity,
Defenders of Wildlife, and Oceana, have asked a federal judge to block the start
of seismic exploration in the Atlantic Ocean until the case can be fully heard
in court. According to the Natural Resources Defense Council, the motion for
a preliminary injunction filed in federal court in Charleston, S.C., contends
that the Trump administration’s seismic survey go-ahead violates three federal
laws: the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered Species Act and the
National Environmental Policy Act. The filing asserts that the federal government “failed to consider the combined effects of overlapping and simultaneous
surveys, which are greater than the effects of individual seismic-blasting boats,”
and, in addition, “erroneously determined that only a ‘small number’ of whales
and dolphins would be harmed.”

Maine’s 2018 scallop harvest fell by 37 percent in value and by 30 percent in
volume from the prior year, according to state officials. Despite the dropoff,
the fishery continues to be relatively productive and lucrative compared to its
poor condition in the 2000s. Maine scallop fishermen netted 563,000 pounds of
scallop meat with a cumulative dockside value of $5.9 million in 2018, continuing a streak of six straight years in which the fishery has produced nearly half
a million pounds or more of scallop meat and at least $5 million in statewide
landings value. The 2018 drop can be attributed to exceptional numbers the
fishery had in 2017, when it hit a 20-year high in volume and its highest value in
nearly 25 years. Over the past decade, with the state’s new management system
in place, there has been a surge in demand for scallops, which has boosted the
price to historic highs. In 2012 the average price paid to scallop fishermen rose
above $10 per pound for the first time, and it has stayed there every year since,
hitting a record high of $12.81 per pound in 2016 and settling last year at $10.54
per pound.

PETITION CALLS FOR NEW AQUACULTURE REGULATIONS
Critics of a Brunswick aquaculture proposal have organized a citizen petition
asking the state to limit where new aquaculture operations are sited in Maine’s
coastal waters. Petitioners claim the surge in new licenses affects where lobstermen can drop traps. A 40-acre oyster farm proposed in Maquoit Bay in
Brunswick by Mere Point Oyster Co. is a flashpoint in the debate.
The Department of Marine Resources current aquaculture evaluation process
includes making sure a new lease will not unreasonably interfere with navigation, waterfront access, fishing or other uses of the area, result in unreasonable noise or interfere with wildlife and marine habitat. Petitioners want an
immediate, statewide moratorium on pending lease applications bigger than
10 acres. They also want the state to add rules that would allow it to consider
whether a nearby location or different lease boundaries would better balance
competing water uses.

KEEPING AN EYE ON ELVERS
For the 2019 elver season, the
Department of Marine Resources
added a requirement that baby eel
exporters notify the Maine Marine
Patrol 48 hours before preparing to
pack and ship the eels. The officer
will then witness the packing. The
new rule’s designed to deter illegal sales of the valuable fish. Elvers
are almost always worth more than
$1,000 per pound at docks. They’re
then sold to Asian aquaculture companies so they can raised to maturity for use as food.

NOAA photo.

SALMON FARMING DOES NOT HARM LOBSTERS, SAYS NEW
STUDY
An eight-year study of lobsters living below a salmon farm off New
Brunswick’s Grand Manan Island found the aquaculture operation had no
impact on the crustaceans’ abundance, size or growth.The peer-reviewed, industry-funded study was published in the Canadian Journal of Fisheries and
Aquatic Sciences. The study involved divers visiting a sample area under the
Benson Aquaculture salmon farm at Cheney Head off Grand Manan in 2008,
and returning every August and September. To establish a baseline, surveying
started before the fish farm opened. The study covered two production cycles
at the farm, which has been opposed by lobster fishermen because the company uses pesticides to control sea lice. It also included a fallow period and a
farm expansion to 336,000 fish from 10,000 during the second production cycle.
An identical survey was conducted about a kilometre outside the farm. By the
time the project ended in 2015, divers had counted 1,255 lobsters inside the
farm and 1,171 outside.
BILL TO FOSTER NEW FISHERMEN INTRODUCED
Maine Rep. Jared Golden and Alaskan Rep. Don Young introduced new bipartisan legislation to address the longtime decline in younger Americans entering
the commercial fishing industry. Golden and Young introduced H.R. 1240, the
Young Fishermen’s Development Act with original cosponsors Representatives
Seth Moulton (MA) and Aumua Amata (American Samoa). The bill creates the
first ever national grant program through the Department of Commerce to
support training, education, and workplace development for the nation’s next
generation of commercial fishermen.
The Young Fisherman’s Development Act would authorize up to $200,000 in
competitive grants through NOAA’s Sea Grant Program to support new and
established local and regional training, education, outreach, and technical assistance initiatives for young fishermen. The grant program outlined in the bill
is modeled on the Department of Agriculture’s successful Beginning Farmers
and Ranchers Development Program.
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You can find more information, links, and photos at
www.mainelobstermen.org.
And let us know if you would like us to list your upcoming events!

April 3
April 10
MLA Board of Directors meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s DMR informational meeting about whale regularestaurant, Belfast.
tions, 6 p.m., Ellsworth High School, All Purpose
Room upstairs.
April 3-5
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission April 16-18
Atlantic Menhaden Assessment Workshop, New England Fishery Management Council
Arlington VA.
meeting, Hilton Hotel, Mystic, CT.
April 5-6
April 22
U.S.-Canadian Lobster Town Meeting, Westin Co-management of the Clam Fishery panel
Hotel, Portland, ME.
discussion, 7 p.m., St. Brendan The Navigator
Episcopal Church, Deer Isle.
April 6
Jambalaya & Open Mic Night fundraiser for April 23-25
the MLA Legal Defense Fund, 5-9 p.m., Bowen’s Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team,
Tavern, Belfast.
Providence, RI
April 8
DMR informational meeting about whale regulations, 6 p.m., South Portland High School cafeteria.

April 25
6th Annual Gulf of Maine Seafood Celebration,
5:30-7:30 p.m., Gulf of Maine Research Institute,
Portland.

April 9
April 29-May 2
DMR informational meeting about whale regu- Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
lations, 6 p.m., Oceanside High School audito- spring meeting, Westin Hotel, Arlington, VA.
rium, Rockland.
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Seafood show continued from page 1

Lobster Reception, hosted by the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative, where they sampled
Maine wine and lobster dishes with other Expo
attendees.
Governor Janet Mills spoke briefly, complimenting Maine lobstermen on their work ethic and
resourcefulness. “Yes, there are challenges,”
she said, referring to the difficulties with right
whales and a looming herring bait shortage.
“But as Mainers, we solve problems. It’s in our
DNA.”
“What a great networking event, in addition to
the Expo!” remarked Christal Applin of Swans
Island. John Drouin of Cutler summed it up.
“Our favorite experience at the show? Honestly,
the entire day was fantastic!”

Maine attendees pose in front of the Expo.

Gov. Mills spoke at the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative’s popular Lobster
Reception.
Companies from around the world brought their products to the Expo. MLA photos.

Page 24 | LANDINGS | April 2019

AWARDS ABOUND AT THIS YEAR’S MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM
From left, MLA Board
President Kristan
Porter, Governor
Janet Mills, Col. Jon
Cornish, Marine
Patrol Officer Brian
Brodie, recipient of
the MLA Officer of
the Year award, DMR
Commissioner Pat
Keliher, and MLA
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron.

From left, Patrice McCarron, Outstanding
Service Award DMR Bureau of Marine Science
director Carl Wilson, and MLA president
Kristan Porter. MLA photo.

DMR
Commissioner
Pat Keliher
presented
Terry
Alexander
of Harpswell
with the Andy
Mays Award
of Excellence.
M. Young
photo.

From left, MLA President Porter, Golden V-Notch
winner Dwight Carver, MLA executive director
Patrice McCarron. MLA photo.

Stonington Lobster Co-op
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286; 800-315-6625
lobstercoop@myfairpoint.net
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Winter HarborFishermen’s Co-op
23 Pendleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com

Maine Fishermen’s Co-operatives
Since 1947
2UJDQL]HGIRU0DLQH·VÀVKHUPHQ
E\0DLQH·VÀVKHUPHQ

South Bristol Fisherman’s Co-op

Swans Island Fishermen’s Co-op
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

35 Thompson Inn Rd.
South Bristol, ME 04568
207.644.8224
sbcoop63@yahoo.comsicoop@tds.net
www.southbristolcoop.com

