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MLA ANNOUNCES $10 MILLION CAMPAIGN TO SAVE MAINE LOBSTERMEN
By MLA staff
On November 16, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) announced the
launch of a three-year, $10 million fundraising campaign to fight new federal
regulations that threaten the future of the Maine lobster industry. The campaign
comes in response to the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) release in August of its Biological
Opinion which requires the fishery to reduce risk to
North Atlantic right whales by 98% in ten years.

In addition, the MLA is working with scientists to ensure that NMFS is required
to use the most up-to-date science related to right whales. The MLA also will
engage with lobstermen to develop innovative fishing gear that protects right
whales and also guarantees the continuation of the fishery. Finally, the MLA
will ensure that public is aware of the serious
threat faced by lobstermen and the thousands
of small businesses in the state that depend on
them.
Katie Werner, co-owner of Island Lobster
Company on Peaks Island, urged Maine businesses that rely on a robust lobster fishery to
support the MLA’s fundraising campaign. “This
isn’t just a campaign to save Maine lobstermen,
this is a vital step in saving our state’s economy,
not only my business but other businesses that
rely on tourism,” she said. “I’m challenging other
companies to step up and be part of this cause.”

“The federal government has adopted a draconian plan intended to protect North Atlantic right
whales. But their plan is a lose-lose for all. It will
not protect right whales, and it will eliminate the
Maine lobster fishery. If we don’t meet the 98%
risk reduction mandate, it will be illegal for the
federal government to continue to permit the lobster fishery,” said Patrice McCarron, executive director of the MLA.
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The fundraising campaign will support a fourpronged effort to combat the new rules. The legal
fight began in September, when the MLA filed a
lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C.
against NMFS’s ten-year plan, arguing among
other points, that the agency did not use the best
available data to build the plan.

MLA executive director Patrice McCarron,
speaks at the announcement of the
organization's campaign to fight the 10-year
whale plan. MLA photo.

The lobster industry is critical to Maine. It contributes nearly $2 billion a year to the state’s
economy and supports at least ten thousand jobs.
Department of Marine Resources Commissioner
Patrick Keliher is estimating that 2021 is shaping
up to be a record year for lobster value as the fishery is already up $230 million over last year.
Continued on page 5

APPEALS COURT REINSTATES
LMA1 CLOSURE
By MLA staff
On November 16, the United States Court of Appeals for the First
Circuit issued a ruling to reinstate the 967-square-mile Lobster
Management Area (LMA) 1 closure.
The Appeals Court determined that Bangor District Court Judge
Lance Walker’s October ruling to delay implementation of the
LMA 1 closure was based on a misunderstanding of the record,
and that the court over-stepped its role in rejecting the judgment
of the agency charged by Congress with the protection of whales
— the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).

Kennebunk, ME 04043

In response to the ruling, Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA)
president Kristan Porter said, “The MLA is extremely disappointed with the Appeals Court ruling. This massive closure in LMA1
will create economic hardship for too many Maine lobstermen
who have already invested in gear, rigged up, and are fishing these
waters. “
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The court noted that, “Congress has placed its thumb on the scale
for the whales.”

The state agreed. “This industry is suffering from whiplash, trying
to change plans based on these rapidly evolving court decisions,”
said Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner
Patrick Keliher. “Moving gear around 30 miles off-shore at this
time of the year also poses a serious safety risk for fishermen.
Fishermen’s lives are at stake and NOAA and the courts have an
obligation to take fisherman safety into consideration when they
make these decisions.”
Continued on page 5
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

On November 16, on Widgery Wharf in Portland, the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) announced its ambitious
goal: to raise $10 million over three years to support its
fight against new federal regulations that threaten the existence of the Maine lobster fishery.
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That threat is as real and as deadly as a blizzard at sea.
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regulations
released in August call for a 98% reduction by the year
2030 in the risks presented by lobster gear to the endangered North Atlantic right whale. “The federal government
has adopted a draconian plan intended to protect North
Atlantic right whales. But their plan is a lose-lose for all.
It will not protect right whales, and it will eliminate the
Maine lobster fishery. If we don’t meet the 98% risk reduction mandate, it will be illegal for the federal government
to continue to permit the lobster fishery,” the MLA stated
at a press conference that day.
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The MLA is calling on all businesses and individuals who
rely on the Maine lobster fishery — everyone from local restaurants and real estate firms
to boat builders and bait dealers — to contribute to this campaign. As Dustin Delano, vice
president of the MLA, said, “If
the federal government shuts
down this fishery, they’re not
telling any of us to get a new
job... they’re telling us to get a
new life. We must ensure that
this fundraising campaign is a
success because if we can’t afford to fight back, we’re done.”

while also addressing other concerns, such as lobster stock
resiliency and federal assistance to fishermen affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic. Commissioner Keliher notes
that this year, while full of legal and regulatory conflicts,
has proved profitable for lobstermen: preliminary figures
indicate that the landed value of the harvest is up by $230
million compared to last year.
Offshore wind energy development also remains a hot
topic for the lobster industry. The Responsible Offshore
Development Association (RODA), a fishing industrybased group, filed notice with the Bureau of Offshore
Energy Management (BOEM) that if certain legal issues
and fishermen’s concerns related to the Vineyard Wind I
project, which BOEM approved earlier this fall, were not
corrected, it would sue. “We and individual fishing groups
and associations have attended every meeting, written
thousands of pages of comments,
met with state and federal regulators, and gone above and beyond
to improve this process,” Annie
Hawkins, RODA executive director
said. “Yet all the government did
was agree to the voluntary ‘mitigation’ practices proposed by the
developer.”

Landings continues its health series with a focus on depression.
Depression affects an estimated
one in 15 people in the United
States. It often begins in the late
As the year winds down and snow begins
teens and early 20s and is caused
to fall, the MLA is embarking on a multiby several factors, among them gepronged attack against the 10-year
netics and traumatic experiences.
Two out of five Maine residents
whale plan. Photo by R. Dennis.
report feelings of depression durLater that same day, the United
ing the COVID pandemic. River
States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit issued a ruling
Martin,
a
staff
person
at
NAMI Maine said, "A lot of people
to reinstate the 967-square-mile Lobster Management Area
are
reaching
out
for
the
fi
rst time and talking about it [de(LMA) 1 closure, overturning Bangor District Court Judge
pression].
We
are
starting
to see a shift in thinking about
Lance Walker’s ruling in October putting the closure temporarily on hold. The October-to-January closure is part of mental health and physical health.”

NMFS’s ten-year risk reduction plan. The closure went into
effect immediately, requiring lobstermen and Jonah crab
fishermen to remove all gear from the area. “This industry
is suffering from whiplash, trying to change plans based on
these rapidly evolving court decisions,” said Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Patrick Keliher in
response to the decision. “Moving gear around 30 miles offshore at this time of the year also poses a serious safety risk
for fishermen. Fishermen’s lives are at stake and NOAA and
the courts have an obligation to take fisherman safety into
consideration when they make these decisions.”

Finally, this month begins the holiday season. Throughout
the coast, people in harbors large and small find ways to
celebrate their connections to the sea despite a rising tide
of challenges to their way of life. We hope you will look at
the photos in Landings and consider the importance of
lobstering to Maine’s history, economy and culture at a
time when its very existence is under siege.
Thank you and happy holidays!

Commissioner Keliher also provides a look back on 2021
in this issue of Landings. As he points out, the department
has been focused intently on the whale issue this year,
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We cannot win this battle without your support

By Kristan Porter and Dustin Delano
It’s never easy to ask for help. But the truth is if all of us whose livelihoods
depend on Maine’s lobster industry don’t step up in a big way, we are all in
deep trouble.
As you know, the federal government has laid
out a 10-year plan that is supposed to protect
right whales. But we see the writing on the
wall. We know that there is no realistic way
for Maine lobstermen to comply with what
the government is asking us to do.

So, we’re asking you to ask yourself — what can I do to help MLA fight back and
win? We all know that this has been a good year. Despite record expenses, we’ve
generally had good hauls and higher prices at the dock this season. Now is the
time to contribute, and if we all give even a little – it will help a lot.
There are about 4,800 licensed lobstermen in Maine. If each of us gave just
$1,000 to the MLA’s “Save Maine Lobstermen”
fund, we’d be $4.8 million closer to our $10
million goal. That’s nearly halfway! If each
gave just $500, we’d have $2.4 million more to
help us win.
Each one of our board of directors is committed to putting his money where his mouth is.
We have all pledged to donate at least $1,000.
We’re asking you to do the same and to ask
your friends and other lobstermen you know
to give as well.

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA)
board of directors has said enough is enough
— we’re not going to let this happen without
a fight.
The MLA has hired the best legal team we
could find and we filed a lawsuit in U.S. District
Court in Washington, D.C. in September.
We are aiming big — the MLA is going after
NMFS’s entire 10-year plan because it is that
plan that ultimately will erase Maine’s lobster
industry.

MLA president Kristan Porter, left; MLA vicepresident Dustin Delano, right. MLA photo.

We believe that the National Marine Fisheries
Services (NMFS) failed to use the best scientific information and does not account for the success of all of the conservation measures we’ve adopted over
the last 20 years when it developed this flawed plan.

You know who they are — the businesses in your towns where you shop, eat,
do your banking, buy your vehicles, and get your gas. Ask for their help. Share
the website, www.savemainelobstermen.org, or tell them to call MLA’s office at
207-967-4555.
We are in a decade-long battle to save the lobster fishery and we need everyone
to be involved!
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That is why we are asking Maine’s business community, which relies on a strong
lobster industry to keep the local economies going, to back us in this battle.
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Scientists know that right whales are rare off the coast of Maine and several
recent publications show they continue to shift even further away from where
we fish. Fighting this fight in court won’t be cheap, but we don’t have a choice.
Environmental groups have deep pockets.

We’re proud of the support that we have already received. The Port Clyde Co-op has
pledged to donate $5,000 a year for the next
three years, and the York Lobstermen’s
Association just donated $5,000 for the second
year in a row. But we also know we can’t fight
this fight alone.
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A tough time to predict the future

By Patrick Keliher
I came across this quote from Mark Twain the other day: “Predictions are difficult, especially when it involves the future.” Not a day goes by that I don’t hear a
question from a fisherman about what will happen with whales, wind, sustainability, or another big issue facing the industry. My goal is to provide certainty
to the lobster industry, but the future right now is impossible to predict and the
road to certainty is uphill and difficult. What always impresses me though, is
knowing that the Maine lobster industry will lean into the many challenges it’s
facing — none of which you want or deserve.
Whales
There are many things happening with several court cases, and DMR is working
with our legal team to finalize our strategy. As the cases move forward, I will
send a message to industry members who are being impacted by right whale
rules with a breakdown of what the state focus will be.
As you know, Maine Federal District Court Judge Lance Walker issued an order
in October that prevented the LMA 1 Restricted Area from taking effect. This
was a rare bit of good news, but very short lived. As I was writing this article
the First Circuit Court of Appeals reinstated the closed area and sent it back to
Judge Walker with instructions to close the area “promptly.” The First Circuit’s
opinion clearly sided with whales over the fishery when it considered relative
harms: “And, while there are serious stakes on both sides, Congress has placed
its thumb on the scale for whales.”
While the State was not asked to engage in this case, we did follow it very
closely. Ultimately, we decided that our focus needed to remain on the larger
case because it has much broader implications for the overall fishery, including
the potential of an outright shut down. The industry must do the same, as the
stakes are too high.
The larger lawsuit in Washington, D.C. was brought forward by the environmental
organizations challenging NMFS’s old Biological Opinion. We expected that suit
to go away now that the new Biological Opinion and rule are final but, as we know,
it’s never enough for the environmental groups. The judge has allowed them to
file a supplemental suit, so DMR has now hired outside legal counsel to fully engage in this case. The firm we hired (Nossaman) is out of Seattle and they have
great knowledge in the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA) that are driving these challenges. Nossaman has represented a range of clients in these types of cases, including the State of Alaska.

DMR has been granted intervenor status
in the D.C. case and we are looking carefully at what our options are (the MLA
and MLU are also intervenors). It is important to point out that the case filed in
D.C. also targets the fishery in state waters. All lobster fishing effort by Maine
license holders is in the environmental
organizations’ crosshairs.
The MLA has also filed suit in D.C. challenging portions of the Biological Opinion
and the Final Rule; we are looking closely
Patrick Keliher is the
at how we will engage. This is an imporCommissioner of the
tant effort that focuses on the science and
data that NMFS is using. DMR has created
Department of Marine
an extensive record that supports this efResources. DMR photo.
fort as well as the Maine Lobster Union
case. These cases may all converge in front of one judge, but that is yet to be seen.
Governor Mills has been very supportive of our needs and has contributed
$230,000 from her contingency fund for DMR’s legal efforts, with a promise of
finding additional resources for our growing legal bills.
In October, Governor Mills co-signed a letter with the members of the
Congressional delegation to Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo urging
her to withdraw the final whale rule by highlighting the flawed and incomplete
data on which the rule relied. The letter made clear that the closure had the potential to cause irreparable harm to Maine’s lobster industry while doing little
to protect right whales. The Secretary’s response was simple, “North Atlantic
right whales are in crisis, and we need to take immediate, meaningful actions to
mitigate the primary threats to the species: entanglements and vessel strikes.”
DMR is also working to improve the science on which future management decisions will be made. The Governor and the Legislature supported our requests
for more staff as well as money for research. We are in the process of hiring
new science staff as well as policy support. DMR’s science staff deployed seven
archival sound traps in October throughout the Gulf of Maine, including one
in the LMA1 Restricted Area, to listen for right whales. Data won’t be downloaded and analyzed until spring or summer 2022.
Continued on page 23
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In its ruling to reinstate the closure, the Appeals Court considered several factors including whether there is a strong likelihood that the case will succeed
on its merits and if there is likely to be irreparable harm if the closure is not
implemented.

10-year whale plan is not rescinded in favor of a plan based on sound science,”
said MLA executive director Patrice McCarron. “The 10-year whale plan that
the federal government has adopted will not protect the right whales, but it will
eliminate the Maine lobster fishery. It is a lose-lose for all.”

On the merits of the case, the Appeals Court concluded that NMFS’s justification for the LMA1 Closure made it “likely that the Agency ruling at issue here
will be sustained given the deference that a court must accord to executive
agencies carrying out congressional mandates.”

Commissioner Keliher emphasized the need for the state to remain focused on
a lawsuit that is potentially even more impactful than the Union lawsuit. “As
tough a loss as this is, the state will continue to focus its legal resources on the
case in the D.C. District Court that challenges the biological opinion and has
the potential of a complete fishery closure. Those stakes are extremely high and
demand our full attention,” Commissioner Keliher noted.

On the issue of irreparable harm, the Appeals Court noted that there are two
competing interests: harm to right whales and harm to lobstermen.
The Court wrote, “The difficult question, then, is how does one balance that
increased risk of impeding Congress’s aims and increasing right whale fatality
against the certain risk of economic harm to the plaintiffs? In this instance,
we answer that question by looking to Congress for guidance,” before noting
Congress’s “plain intent . . . to halt and reverse the trend toward species extinction, whatever the cost.”
The Appeals Court also reasoned that if any right whales are lost or presumed
lost because the LMA 1 Closure was not implemented, NMFS then may need to
implement more stringent whale conservation measures which “could cause
lobster harvesters additional harm.”
“This decision foreshadows the grave future our lobster fishery faces if NMFS’s

The LMA 1 closure is now in effect and the Appeals Court has sent it back to
Judge Walker “to resolve, if necessary, any disputes concerning the prompt removal of the banned gear from the LMA 1 restricted area. Given the already lost
time and the short period remaining for the seasonal closure, we encourage the
parties to act promptly.”
In its announcement that the LMA 1 closure was in effect immediately based
on the court’s ruling, NMFS stated, “Given the capacity of offshore fishing vessels to remove and relocate trawls as well as potential weather and safety concerns, we anticipate it could take up to two weeks for all lobster and Jonah crab
trap/pot gear to be removed from the LMA 1 Restricted Area.” DMR has stated
that it will confirm the timing of the closure and will communicate pertinent
details to the industry when they are available.

MLA continued from page 1

Kristan Porter, president of the MLA, noted that the MLA’s Board of Directors
is one hundred percent committed to this fundraising campaign. The board
is challenging not only lobstermen but anyone who relies on a strong lobster
industry to make a generous contribution.
“Lobstermen have been honest brokers and stepped up every time the federal
government has required new whale conservation measures because we care
deeply about our fishery and about the whales,” said Porter. “But this time, we
have no choice but to fight back and we can’t do it alone.”
“If the federal government shuts down this fishery, they’re not telling any of us
to get a new job... they’re telling us to get a new life,” said Dustin Delano, vice
president of the MLA. “I’m fully invested in taking care of the ocean because
my livelihood depends on it, and I’m fully invested in ensuring this fundraising

campaign is a success because if we can’t afford to fight back, we’re done.”
The MLA created a website, SaveMaineLobstermen.org, which provides details
on its proposed actions as well as opportunities to donate.
“Just as Maine lobstermen can’t solve whale deaths that aren’t occurring in our
fishery, Maine lobstermen cannot save our lobstering heritage without broad
financial support,” McCarron said. “The MLA urges every Mainer and business
person, anyone who feels a sense of pride about a connection to Maine’s lobster
fishery and our lobstering heritage, to step up and make a contribution to Save
Maine Lobstermen.”

WWW.SAVEMAINELOBSTERMEN.ORG
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STEAMING AHEAD
I cannot believe it is December already — what a year it’s
been! In some ways, I feel like the Maine lobster industry
has been run over by a truck and then kicked in the gut
over and over again. Certainly being put under a 10-year
whale plan with its 98% risk reduction — and a massive
offshore closure as just a small piece of part one of the plan
— has left many of us feeling beat up.
Yet I believe that the Maine lobster industry has doubled
down on its resolve to take on this seemingly unwinnable
fight. When you are faced with losing your livelihood and
your heritage, you really have no choice but to fight.
I will admit that the enormity of these issues and what they
mean for the future of the lobster industry often feel overwhelming. But I am truly convinced that the Maine lobster
industry will prove stronger than these threats.

My response? “You’ve got to be kidding!” None of this
makes sense. It does not pass the straight face test. It does
not properly account for changes in right whale distribution and the rarity of sightings where Maine lobstermen
fish. It does not take into account the lack of documented
entanglements in Maine lobster gear.
What do you do when you know the government is wrong
but your concerns continually fall on deaf ears? In this
case, we fight. Fight for accountability from our government. Fight for the use of state-of-the-art science. Fight for
whale conservation measures that will help right whales
without eliminating the Maine lobster fishery.

MLA has launched an ambitious fundraising campaign
to Save Maine Lobstermen. We will raise $10 million over
the next three years. We must have funds in order to remain proactive on all
fronts of this battle.
We must be able to
fund our lawsuit in
D.C. District Court
seeking accountability from the government on the scientific
basis of its 10-year
whale plan. We must
let the government
and the environmental groups know that
we are prepared to
go head-to-head with
The Maine lobster industry brings nearly $500 million to the
them. We will not
docks each year and supports thousands of jobs in Maine's
surrender our livelismall coastal towns. It must not be allowed to vanish.
hoods and our comMLA photo.
munities due to lack
of financial resources.

Just a few years ago
what we are now
facing would have
seemed
inconceivable. We have a federal
whale conservation
plan that does not
protect whales and, I
believe, will eliminate
our lobster fishery
within a decade. The
federal whale rules
have been in place for
nearly 25 years; lobstermen have grumbled but adapted to
its restrictions. Now
for the first time the
government has set a
quantifiable risk reduction target that we must meet — 98% — and a certain
time to get there — by 2030. Based on the court’s recent
ruling, if the lobster industry does not meet this goal and
timeline, it will be illegal for NMFS to continue to permit
the fishery.
I’ve spent more hours than I care to admit trying to figure
out how we can meet this goal and continue to fish. Our
toolbox is painfully empty. Here’s what I do know.
Based on the final rule, in the first phase of the 10-year
plan the northeast lobster fishery is required to reduce risk
to right whales by 60%. To get there, we earned 6.5% risk
reduction for closing 1,000 square miles of Maine’s prime
winter fishing bottom for one-third of the year, 5.9% for
our latest trawling up requirements, and 7% for new weak
rope inserts including those in Maine’ exempt waters.
Altogether, that adds up to less than 20%. The remaining
40+% of the current risk reduction comes from the two closures in Massachusetts (46%) and trap reductions in Area
3 and Area 2 (2.5%).
Under the 10-year plan, NMFS has us scheduled for another 60% risk reduction in 2025, and up to an 87% risk reduction in 2030. It’s hard to wrap your head around that!
Then in November I learned that NMFS wants to move
the goal post. The current 98% risk reduction target in
the 10-year plan is based on eliminating observed right
whale deaths. That means that a right whale carcass has
been seen; measures must be taken so that another death
does not occur in the future. However, now the right whale
population estimate is based on a computer model rather
than the number of right whale carcasses counted each
year. Scientists have devised a way to quantify the number
of whales that they believe actually die each year, which
includes both those seen and those that are never seen.
Using this methodology, NMFS argues that the risk reduction target in the first phase of the 10-year plan should
have been closer to 90%, rather than the 60% we achieved
through closures, weak points, and trawling up.

We must particularly remain diligent in the regulatory
arena. As we have just seen with risk reduction targets,
NMFS will continue to throw one curve ball after another
at us, moving the goal posts when they want to. We must
be prepared to respond firmly, with legal and scientific ammunition, when they do so. We also must engage with the
research and science community to ensure that the whale
conservation plan is based on state-of-the-art science and
not just what NMFS cobbled together to get a plan out
quickly because it was under a court-mandated deadline.
Maine lobstermen consistently land around a half a billion dollars of lobster at the docks each year. Our industry
directly supports more than 10,000 jobs on the water, another 5,500 through the dealer network, and hundreds of
small businesses depend on the continued success of this
fishery.
Ten million dollars may sound like a lot of money, but it is a
drop in the bucket when we think about what is on the line
for Maine — our fishery, our heritage, our way of life and
our children’s future.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association has never walked
away from a tough situation in its 67-year history. We know
where to attack, how to do it, and when. But without substantial financial support, we are as dead in the water as a
Holland 45 with a thrown bearing.
I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. And as always, stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA DIRECTORS MEETING
The MLA board of directors met on November 4 via Zoom to discuss its Save
Maine Lobstermen campaign, updates on right whale management and
ASMFC’s federal lobster boat vessel tracking plan.
The MLA Board has endorsed a $10 million fundraising campaign over three
years. The MLA will be promoting this campaign broadly within the lobster
industry and to the public. Board members noted that it has been a good year
financially for lobstermen and they hope many will contribute generously.
In the November issue of Landings the MLA published an overview of the all
the lawsuits pending that address right whales and an overview of the 10-year
whale plan and how the current round of whale rules fit into it. The MLA has
filed suit against NMFS’s 10-year whale plan, which requires a 98% risk reduction. MLA is also an intervenor in the Washington D.C. court case and an
Amicus to the legal case challenging the LMA 1 closure. The lobster industry
must have strong legal representation to navigate the complex web of lawsuits
and regulatory requirements. The lobster industry is facing elimination by 2030
if we don’t fight back.
During its November Take Reduction Team (TRT) meeting, NMFS informed
the team that both the right whale population and the Potential Biological
Removal (PBR) rate have declined. NMFS's risk reduction goal was previously
based on whales known to have died during the year, as evidenced by a carcass
body. But scientists have determined that many more whales die that are never
seen. Now NMFS is using a methodology that is based on both the whales seen
dead and as well as the others that they know have died but were never seen.
The risk reduction goal now will be based on all dead whales, those seen and
those assumed to have died. NMFS will begin discussions on how to address
the need for additional risk reduction in the lobster industry at its December
TRT meeting.
The ASMFC is drafting a change to the lobster management plan to require
mandatory vessel tracking for federally permitted lobstermen. ASMFC will
meet in December to finalize the draft management plan which will then go out
for public comment in January. The MLA Board will meet again on December
8 via Zoom.
VESSEL TRACKING REQUIREMENTS FOR FEDERAL LOBSTER BOATS
ASMFC’s Lobster Management Board will meet on December 6 to finalize its
proposal to require all federally permitted lobster and Jonah crab vessels to
use a vessel monitoring system. ASMFC is considering requiring low cost, accessible options such as cell devices that would report location at 1 ping per
minute. Tracking devices would be required to be onboard and powered at all
times when the vessel is in the water (unless under repair). Public hearings are
expected to be scheduled in January, and the final vote to approve this requirement would happen winter/spring 2022.
MLA LAUNCHES $10 MILLION CAMPAIGN TO SAVE MAINE
LOBSTERMEN
The MLA is raising $10 million to fund its efforts to Save Maine Lobstermen
from extinction as NMFS implements its draconian whale rules over the next
eight years. Funds raised will enable the MLA to implement a four-pronged
strategy to save Maine’s lobstering heritage.

As you think about how much you plan to invest in your lobster business this
year — whether it is to upgrade your boat, engine, or gear — or how much you
plan to spend on a well-deserved vacation this winter — also think about the
value of preserving your ability to even set traps in a few short years.
We need everyone to pitch in what you can. It will take all of us who care about
the future of the lobster industry working together if we are to be successful
against the federal government and deep-pocketed environmental groups.
Thank you for your continued support of the MLA and thank you for considering a generous donation to Save Maine Lobstermen. Visit www.savemainelobstermen.org for more information and to make your donation.
RIGHT WHALE POPULATION IN DECLINE, RISK REDUCTIONS MAY
INCREASE
The TRT met on November 2 with updates on the right whale population and
anticipated new risk reduction requirements. The updated right whale population continues to decline. The new estimate is 336 whales (~200 males and 136
females). The Potetial Biological Removal (PBR) figure has been reduced to 0.7
(down from 0.8).
In the past, NMFS has based risk reduction goals on the number of right whales
observed dead or seriously injured. However, scientists now estimate that there
are many that die and are never seen. NMFS will now require commercial fisheries to reduce the risk to all right whales that are known to have died, as well
as those that they assume have died but were never seen. This means that U.S.
commercial fisheries currently are exceeding PBR; the revised risk reduction
goal will increase to 90% or more. NMFS will continue this discussion with the
TRT in December.
NMFS RELEASES WHALE PLAN OUTREACH GUIDE FOR MAINE
NMFS has released an outreach guide for Maine lobstermen detailing the requirements of Final Whale Rule that was released in September 2022. The LMA
1 closure was reinstated on November 16. The remaining requirements for
trawling up, weak points and gear marking will be effective in May 2022. The
Final Whale rule includes the following:
Exempt State Waters Gear: 3 purple marks (1 x 36” in top 2F and 2 x 12”) and 1
weak point (half way down). Required by state of Maine regulations Chapter 75.
Non-exempt State Waters Gear: 3 purple marks (1 x 36” in top 2F and 2 x 12”),
1 weak point (half way down), and trawling up (zone specific). Required by
Federal Whale Rules.
Federal Waters Gear: 4 purple marks (1 x 36” in top 2F and 3 x 12”) and 4 green
marks (4 x 12” within 6” of each purple mark), 1 or 2 weak points (vary by zone
and distance from shore), trawling up (vary by zone and distance from shore),
and LMA 1 closure (Oct through January). Required by Federal Whale Rules.
This guide includes zone specific maps of the trawling up requirements
which clearly show minimum trawl numbers required by distance from shore.
The document is available at: https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/
MEDMR/2021/11/19/file_attachments/2001384/Maine%20Guide%20Whale%20
Rule.pdf.

Legal and Policy: MLA is suing the federal government to stop the 10-year
whale plan that will decimate Maine’s lobster industry. MLA has asked the
court to fix the plan using accurate science so that we can save right whales
without sacrificing the lobster fishery.
Science: MLA is engaging with scientific experts to ensure that the most up to
date, cutting-edge science is the basis of any right whale conservation plan.
This includes use of state-of-the-art modelling and objective research that will
guide effective management decisions.
Conservation: MLA is working with Maine lobstermen to continue efforts to
develop innovative gear solutions that protect right whales and support the
continuation of Maine’s lobstering heritage.
Communications: MLA is building support to ensure the public understands
that Maine’s lobstering heritage is at risk and may disappear forever, erasing
generations of locally owned and operated fishing businesses and the economic engine of Maine’s coastal communities.
By all accounts, it has been a tremendous year for the Maine lobster fishery. The
DMR reported that the value of lobster landings has increased by $230 million
to date compared to last year. MLA urges you to consider what is at stake for
you, your community, the state of Maine, and our lobstering heritage if the lobster industry doesn’t stand up for itself ! Ten million dollars is a lot to raise, but
it is a small investment compared to the loss of our lobstering heritage.

Left: gear marking 2 fathom
below buoy with 36" purple
mark and 12" green mark.
Right: federal gear marking
with 12" purple and 12" green
marks.
NMFS photos.
Continued on page 8
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
UPDATE ON WHALE LAWSUITS
Environmental Lawsuit Challenging Biological Opinion and Final Rule
(D.C. District Court)
Nov. 23 – Proposed briefing schedule filed.
Next Steps – The court will set a schedule for the case to proceed.
MLA Lawsuit Challenging Biological Opinion and Final Rule (D.C. District
Court)
Nov. 23 – MLA request a schedule for the case to proceed.
Next Steps – The court will set a schedule for the case to proceed.

New England Aqua Ventus (NEAV) is developing an 11-megawatt (MW) floating offshore wind pilot project off Monhegan Island. The single floating wind
turbine will connect to Maine’s electric grid via a low voltage cable that will run
underground in existing utility corridors from the shores of the Damariscotta
River in East Boothbay to the existing CMP substation on Ocean Point Road.
According to NEAV, it is investigating the best path to interconnect the cable
to the substation. Current work includes a survey of potential routes including
the drilling of small holes along the proposed routes to test the soil. This survey
work will clarify exactly how the cable will be installed and inform the permit applications that will eventually be filed with regulators. Cable installation
would likely occur more than two years from now, in the offseason. The power
will likely primarily power homes and businesses in the Boothbay region. For
more information, visit https://newenglandaquaventus.com.
2021 HERRING SEASON UPDATE

MLU lawsuit on LMA 1 closure:
Oct. 16 – Bangor District Court put the implementation of LMA 1 closure on
hold.
Nov. 5 – Bangor District Court denied government and NGO request to implement closure pending an appeal of his decision.

Given the extremely low herring quota, herring landings were short-lived this
season. Even with the addition of 1,000 metric tons of quota reallocated to the
Area 1A quota due to low landings in New Brunswick, season 1 landings were
caught by August 3 and season 2 was only open for one day.

Nov. 16 – First Circuit Court of Appeals grants government request to reinstate
closure pending full appeal.

2021 Atlantic Herring Landings

Next Steps – Appeals Court will give its final ruling, but the court has been clear
in its preliminary order that that closure will remain in place. Bangor District
Court has not yet set a schedule to decide the lawsuit challenging the legality
of the LMA 1 closure.

Area
1A

Quota 2021
2,579

Landings 2021
2,883

% Quota Caught
112%

OFFSHORE WIND UPDATES

1B

239

0.4

.2%

2

652

181.5

28%

3

2,181

2,221.5

102%

Total

5,128

5,286.4

103%

On October 1, the State of Maine submitted a lease application to BOEM for an
offshore wind research site in federal water. On October 13, BOEM announced
plans to potentially hold up to seven new offshore lease sales by 2025, including
in the Gulf of Maine. According to BOEM’s, an offshore lease sale in the Gulf of
Maine could occur as soon as 2024.

For data through November 23, 2021

The Governor’s Energy Office has hired a consulting firm, DNV Energy Insights,
to conduct a series of reports on the state of offshore wind. These include:
•

The ability of the offshore wind (OSW) industry to provide a baseline of
trends and provide information on the growing competitiveness of floating
turbines.

•

An offshore wind energy needs assessment to understand the opportunities associated with a new OSW industry in the Gulf of Maine to include an
analysis of Maine’s needs.

•

A socio-economic analysis of OSW scenarios to assess the economic costs
and benefits and impacts of different deployment scenarios related to job
creation, supply chains, tourism and recreation, fisheries and other ocean
users, and emissions reduction and other environmental considerations.

•
•

Identification of optimized OSW deployment strategies to maximize Maine
benefits.
An offshore wind transmission strategy to analyze offshore and onshore
transmission options of deployment scenarios and identify opportunities
for cost-effective, strategic approaches (including regional coordination)
to develop necessary transmission assets.

Many thanks to thesHÀQHEXVLQHVVHV
WKH0/$·V.HHSHUPHPEHUV
Accutech Marine
Propellor

Inland Seafood

Northeast Marine Survey

Interstate Lobster Co.

Novatec Braids LTD

Alliance Rubber

Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts

Pack Edge

Bar Harbor Bank &
Trust

Island Fishermen’s
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Wives
Beals Lobster Pier

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Bowdoin College
Dining Services

Lobster Trap Co.

Chapman & Chapman

SINK
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)/2$7
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Highest quality ropes made in Maine
6XSHU6LQN6WHHO/LQHU(DV\3XOO)ORDW5RSHV
E   
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Port Lobster Co.
RE Thomas Marine
Hardware

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc. RG Tax Accounting and
Resolution
M&B Fish Co.

Maine Center for
Coastal Documentation II Coastal Fisheries

Riverdale Mills

Conary Cove Lobster Co. Maine Financial Group

Superior Marine
Products

Chase Leavitt

E  
 

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Downeast Boat Co.
Farrin’s Boatshop

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance

Finestkind Scenic
Cruises

Maine Ocean Lobster

First National Bank
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.

Marine Hydraulic
Engineering Co. Inc.

Georgetown Fishermen’s Cooperative

0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH
Survival Training

Maine Sea Grant

Rope Razor

Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative
Twin City Financial
Group
Varney Insurance Inc.
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Guy Cotten, Inc.

Midcoast Marine Supply :LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV
New England Marine & Winter Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative
Industrial Inc.

Infab Refractories Inc.

New England Propeller

Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation

Worcesters Lobster Bait
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HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Thankk you
u to
o thesee businessess forr supportingg thee Mainee Lobstermen’’s Communityy Alliance!!
 
Super soft and durable, perfect for layering. Classic
channel logo on the chest $68.95
Rugged Seas

 
A steel claw trivet, centerpiece or work of art.
Unpolished steel, handmade and unique.
IndustrialME

    
Hand painted in the salty air on 10 oz canvas duck,
with authentic mooring line and waxed sail thread.
Custom colors & styles. $40.00
Cobalt Sky Studio

  
Steel lobster claws and a heart show your lobstering
love and bring the coast to your home. $125.00
Industrial ME

 
Limited edition hardworking tote with waterproof base
and nickel clasps. Made from recycled bibs, each is
one of kind! $129.95
Rugged Seas

 
All items are made to order in our farmhouse studio in
Monroe, Maine. We use duck canvas. Free shipping on all
orders. Any colors you choose- we also match buoy
colors! $48.50
Cobalt Sky Studio

  
Light blue ong sleeved 100% organic cotton with three
snap closure and a navy lobster claw on the front. Super
cute and super soft! $30.00
Industrial ME

  
Soft crewneck sweatshirt with classic logo and channel
marker on the chest. $58.00
Rugged Seas

  
The perfect pouch for carrying your phone & other
essentials at sea & keeping them dry. Made from
recycled bibs, each one is unique!
Rugged Seas

  
Floating heart style lobster claw pendant in sterling
silver. Handmade in Maine. 20’ chain and perfect for
every occasion. $135.00
Industrial ME

Rugged Seas:
www.ruggedseas.com/shop/
Cobalt Sky Studio
www.cobaltskystudio.com or text 207-408-2513

Industrial ME
www.theindustrialme.com
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BUILT THE BEST. BUILT TO LAST. BUILT YOUR WAY.

We’re here for you!
Twin Disc’s MGX series marine transmissions and
QuickShift® controls provide smooth, fast shifting along
with amazing slow-speed control. And the QuickShift®
control head isn’t just another pretty face:
it’s designed to be workboat tough!
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15 Continental Drive – Exeter, NH 03833

Call: (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email: djones@glpower.com
Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New Englad, New York
& New Jersey

SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC
FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200 (207) 354-2545
Jerry Wadsworth
Jimmy Emerson – Columbia Falls
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0842
(207) 483-6555 (800) 339-6558

Mike Wadsworth
mikew@friendshiptrap.com
(207) 542-0841

Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine
If yoX·UHVHOOLQJVKHOOÀVKOREVWHUVFUDEVVRIWVKHOOFODPVSHULZLQNOHVVFDOORSVHWF
\RXPD\ZDQWWRJLYHXVDFDOO
WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There’s always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!
%X\LQJSURGXFWIURPGHDOHUVZKDUIVÀVKHUPHQDQGKDUYHVWHUV
AC Inc.

Beals, ME 04611

207-497-2261
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Giftss $10,000
0 - $49,999
Mass. Lobstermen's Assoc.
John C Ready III
Brendan Ready

Giftss $5,000
0 - $9,999
Colby & Gale
Downeast Lobstermen’s Assn.
Ian Lussier
Maine Aquaculture Assn.

Giftss $1,000
0 - $4,999
Bob Baines
Sonny Beal
Beals Jonesport Lobster Co-Op
W. Kennedy Boone III
Jarod Bray
Jerome Briggs
Peter Conforti
David Cousens
Dustin Delano
Jeffrey Donnell
Jim Dow
Elizabeth Fenwick
Bruce Fernald
Michael Flanigan
Ed Foye
Ryan Haskell
Nicholas Hawke
Jason Hooper
Shawn Howard
Samuel Hyler
Chip Johnson
Nathan Jones
Kittery Point Yacht Yard
Stephen Lash
Jack Merrill III
Midcoast Marine Supply (T-shirt

sales)
Tad Miller
Mathew Nowell
Alfred Osgood
Josh Polk
Matt Poole
Matt Samuels
Mark Sewell
Stephen & Marsha Snow
Sorrento Seafood
Craig Sproul
Lester Stanley
Eric Staples
Joseph Staples
Craig Stewart
David Thomas
Courtland Tolman
Michael Tripp
Keith Wallace
Lee Watkinson
Walter Willey IV
John Williams
Anonymous

Giftss $500
0 - $999
Brian Alley
Joshua Ames

$500
0 - $999
9 continued
Cole Baines
Calvin Bayley
Mark Bennett
Mark Bradstreet
Dwight Carver
Mark Cheney
John Chipman
Cranberry Island Lobster Co.
George Dow
Eric Emmons
Peter Flanigan
Donald Foye
Frank Gotwals
Andrew Hawke
Erick Harjula
Hews Company LLC
Todd Hubbard
Stephen Hutchinson
Bobby Ingalls
Michael Jennings
David Johnson
Donald Jones
Mark Jones
Stuart Jones
Jennifer Kelley
Kristofer Koerber
Michael Kramp
Craig Lazaro
Jeff Libby
Travis Lunt
Doug & Laura McLennan
Dan Morris
Phillip Morris
William Most
Christopher Nunan
Cody Nunan
Robert O’Hara Jr
Nicholas Page
Old School Pig Hide
Alton Pinkham
Jeffrey Putnam
Bill & Julie Putnam
Edward & Linda Robbins
Sam Rosen
Sadie Samuels
Keith & Kathryn Simmons
Kathryn Slocum
Paul Smith
Nathaniel Snow
Willis Spear Jr.
David Sullivan
Charles Tarbox
David Thurlow
Jim Tripp
Ronald Watkinson
Ronald Weeks
Thomas Werner
Jeff White
Peter Wildes
Eben Wilson
Leonard Young
Jason Zanke

Giftss $300
0 - $499
Jason Alley
E Vance Bunker
Norman Burns
John Clinton
Robert Donnell
Alison Farrell
Herman Faulkingham
Donald Foye
Adam Gamage
Chad Gamage
Earl Hamilton III
Ed Hutchins
Blaine Hutchinson
Bruce Johnson
Donald Jones
Samuel Joy
Alden McFarland
Sonny McIntire
Steve Miller
Robert Morris
Lee Osgood
Zachary Piper
Harry Ross
Bradford Scott
Todd & Kim Simmons
James Smith
Zachary Stotz
Ted Spurling
Charles Tarbox
Samantha Thompson
Chuck Williams

Giftss $100
0 - $299
Dorothy Ahlgren
A.M. Associates Inc (T-shirt

sales)
Anonymous
Rick Alley Jr.
Laurence Ames
Ted Ames
William Ball
Barry Baudanza
Nancy Beal
Robert Beal
Ellen Becht
John Benning
Thomas Bennett
Brian Billings
Cindy Boyt
Susan Boyt
Hugh Bowen
Russell Bray
Eric Brazer
Carla Bryson
Ernie Burgess
Stephen Burns
Steven Burns
Albert Buswell
Greg Byrer
Patrick Clough
Coastal Builders
Clinton Collamore
Jason Colby
Ben Crocker Sr.
Ronald Currier

$100
0 - $299
9 continued

$100
0 - $299
9 continued

Eric Davis
Howard Dentremont Jr.
Charles Dillon
Benjamin Doliber
Joseph Donnelly
Patricia Doherty
Forrest Dow
Jordan Drouin
Martha Dudman
Leonard Eugley
A Michael Faulkingham
Cole Faulkingham
Michael Faulkingham
William Faulkingham
Rick Feld
Michael Floyd
Harland Flynn
Spencer Gamage
Sandra Gates
Kevin Glover
Wayne Gray
Jeffrey T Grey
Greg Griffin
John Griffin
Greg Havener
Bruce Heanssler
Jim Henderson
Michael Hutchings
Alice Ingraham
Island Fishermen’s Wives
Assn.(sale of stickers)
Dana Johnson
Roger Kellett
Jackson Sam Kinney
Larry Knapp
Dana Knudsen
Kyle Koerber
Keith Lane
Edwin Lawson
Gene Lazaro
Kenneth Lemont
Gary Libby
Oscar Look III
Nathaniel Lyon
Ryan Miller
Tommy Marr
Marianne Masters
Mark McAuliffe
Mike & Karen
McConnell
Dana McIntire
Robert McIntire
Shane McIntire
James McMahan Jr
Robert McMahan
Chris Nelson
Richard Nelson
Randy Newcomb
Kyle Nichols
William Nichols
Chelsea Nunan
Arthur O’Keefe
George Olsen

Phillip Page
Michael Parenteau
Theresa Peterson
Justin Philbrook
Janet Pollack
Woodbury Post
Lawrence Pye
Douglas Rackliff
David & Dana Ranta
Steve Rosen
Joseph Salisbury
Michael Sargent
Irving Brett Schwab
Randall Shepard
Michael Sherman
Colby Simmons
Isaac Simmons
Ralph Slaven
Donna Spivey
Gary Steele
Carli Stewart
David Tarr
Peter Vogell
Virginia Wadleigh
Ray Waite
Kachina Watt
Derek Webber

Walter Willey IV
Richard Wilson
Barry Wood
Joseph Wood
Donald Wright
Chris Young

Giftss Underr $100
0
Robin Alden
Ames/Walsh Family
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New federal rules intended to protect the North Atlantic right whale have set a
course to eliminate the Maine lobster fishery and end Maine’s lobstering tradition.

SaveMaineLobstermen.org
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WE NEED YOUR HELP
TO MAINTAIN A ROBUST LOBSTER INDUSTRY TODAY AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS AND THE THOUSANDS
OF FAMILIES THAT RELY ON IT

SaveMaineLobstermen.org
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Underr $100
0 continued

Underr $100
0 continued
d

Terrence Ashton
Judith Baker
Erich Bohrmann
Theodore Boyce
Norman Brazer Jr.
Kara Breese
Foy Brown
Linda Burley
James Coakley
Orville Darling
Demaree DiBiase
Edgar Drew
Cara Dunn
Daniel Emerson
Jon Emerson
Corey Engle
Debra Furman
Brian Green
Jeffrey Greiner
Andrea Hart
Allison Hepler
Stephen Hewitt
Lindsay Hocking-Hauser
Linda Hooper
C Hutchings/BHS Special Svc
Team
Angela Lanicelli
Paul Lanoie
Ingrid Levasseur
Chloe Maxmin
Michael McGlone

Mary Medina
Kathleen Menard
John Miller
Mark Minton
George Munson
Must Be Nice Lobster Co
Gordon Murray
Robert Oberlander
Roz & Dolly Pachter
Zoe Pellegrino
Evan Pinette
John Rohrer
Andrew Rudalevig
Molly Samuels
Miranda Shinn
Jim Smith
Andrea Torok
Michael & Patricia Weare
Kenneth Weed
Bradley West
Mark White
Caleb Wiesing
Amber Wotton - in honor of

Friendship’s 2020 Xmas lights

Giftss In
n Memoriam
m

Giftss In
n Memoriam
m cont’d
d

In Memoryy off Gilbertt Collamore
e Sr
Clinton Collamore

In Memoryy Off Tim
m Dyer
Courtland Tolman

In memoryy off Rickk Knightt Jr..
Eric Brazer
Michael Flanigan
David & Dana Ranata
Michael & Patricia Weare
In Memoryy off Albertt Osgood
d Sr..
Lee Osgood
In Memoryy off Marcc Bradleyy
Lee Osgood
In Memoryy off Rodneyy Dyerr
Lee Osgood
Courtland Tolman
In Memoryy off Greg
g Hoyt
Alyson Ames
Calvin Bayley
Ellen Becht
BHS Special Service Team
Kara Breese
Cindy Boyt
Susan Boyt
Patricia Doherty
Linda Hooper
Rosalyn Pachter
Andrea Torok
The Walsh Family









“a dollar a day”

In Memoryy Off Orlando
o Wallace
e
Keith Wallace

In Memoryy Off Ernestt Wallace
e
Keith Wallace
In Memoryy Off Richard
d Wallace
e
Keith Wallace
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Maine Fishermen’s Forum

Bottom Line

PO Box 288
Bath, ME 04530
(207) 442-7700

Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

2022 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

The Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board of Directors offers a scholarship fund to benefit children or grandchildren
or a legal dependent of someone actively involved in harvesting wild caught or farmed Maine seafood or a
Maine based resource law enforcement officer regardless of financial need or academic achievement.
Applications will be accepted through March 3, 2022.
Scholarships will be awarded by a random drawing to be held on Friday, March 4, 2022.

You qualify for the scholarship drawing ONLY IF you check all 4 items below.
Do you qualify? (Both questions must be answered YES to qualify)
1. __ Are you in College now, as a sophomore, junior or senior? You must be at least a sophomore in
college or be in at least the second semester of a Certificate Program to apply.
2. __ Are you a child, grandchild or legal dependent of someone participating in Maine’s seafood industry?
What is required? (Both of these items are required to be a valid candidate)
3. __ Did you provide an official transcript or Registrar’s letter of current standing?
4. __ Did you complete this application and send to the address at the top of this letter.
Undergraduates attending a two or four year college who are in at least the second year of their program
or students who are in at least the second semester of their Certificate Program will be eligible.
STUDENT INFORMATION

Please note that previous winners are not eligible.

Student Name____________________________________________________________________________________________

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

Mailing Address__________________________________________________________ Home Phone_____________________

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

City______________________________ State_____ Zip Code________ Email: _____________________________________

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.

Location of College _________________________________________________ Your Major __________________________

• More engine choices.

SCHOOL INFORMATION (High School Students are not eligible)
College/University Name_____________________________________________ Expected Year of Graduation: ____________

**COLLEGE Standing as of Sept 2021 (circle one)

Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

MAINE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY FAMILY MEMBER INFORMATION

• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.

Name____________________________________________________________ Relationship____________________________
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Phone__________________________
City________________________ State______ Zip Code_________ Email: _________________________________________

Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

Vessel Name or Commercial License Number __________________________________________________________________
Describe participation in the Maine seafood industry_____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME
(207) 434-5791

Portland, ME
(800) 244-8727

Thomaston, ME
(800) 426-4526

West Bath, ME
(855) 840-6027

Wakefield, RI
(401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!
Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM

Page 16 | LANDINGS | December 2021

MLA Seeks Nominations for Board of Directors
MLA Members -- Don’t miss your opportunity
ϐ Ǩ
Annual Meeting be announced
Did you know?
• MLA Directors are elected for a 3-year term
• MLA Directors meet monthly (except August)
• Board members expected to attend at least 4 meetings/yr
Overview of MLA Board
• Maximum # of Board members: 21
• Current Board: 21 members
• Number of Directors with Terms expiring: 7
• Average age of MLA Board: 49
• Youngest MLA Board member: 26
• Oldest MLA Board member: 73

MLA Board representation

2022 Board Priorities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Dedicated lobstermen who
care about the future of the
industry
• Lobstermen who can talk
about the industry’s needs
and priorities
• Balanced industry representation across the state

Zone A 4 (1 expiring)
Zone B 3 (1 expiring)
Zone C 3 (1 expiring)
Zone D 3
Zone E 3
Zone F 3 (2 expiring)
Zone G 2 (2 expiring)
Islands represented 4

MLA Director Nomination Form (detach and return)
Nomination Requirements
•

To make a nomination, you must be a MLA member
in good standing.
All nominees must hold a Maine lobster license &
be a MLA member in good standing.
Deadline for nominations: February 4, 2022.
Feel free to nominate yourself, or someone else.

•
•
•

Nominee Information (must be MLA member)
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Fishing Port:_________________________________________________________________________
Zone:___________Town of residence:________________________________________________
Please let us know how this nominee could contribute to the MLA Board:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you
for helping to keep
the MLA strong!

Person submitting nomination (must be MLA member)

Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Lobster Lic. #:_______________________________________________________________________

ϐ ǣǡʹǡʹͲ͵ǡǡͲͶͲͶ͵
Or feel free to call in your nomination to 967-4555 or email: patrice@mainelobstermen.org.

MAINE LOBSTER

THE SWEETEST ON EARTH

2021 MARKETING HIGHLIGHTS
•

Ran a digital advertising campaign that resulted in over 260,000 people being more
likely to purchase Maine Lobster

•

Conducted a broadcast media tour featuring lobsterman Chris Welch and an
advertorial in Fast Company that shared key messages about the industry’s
commitment to protecting right whales, reaching local and national audiences

•

Implemented the first ever Maine Lobster Week to drive lobster consumption during
peak fall season locally and nationally

•

Created the Maine Lobster Innovation Guide featuring consumer research about
increased lobster demand and new product concepts to inspire food manufacturers
and retailers to create more products using Maine Lobster

•

Generated extensive positive media coverage through promotions including
Valentine’s Day Tail Bouquet, the Maine Lobster Suite, Mother’s Day Seafood Box, and
Maine Lobster Butter released in celebration of National Lobster Day

The MLMC will distribute a full summary of 2021 marketing results in January.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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Premium Quality Marine Wire
Proudly Made in the USA
Since 1980

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

HnkÜr^kblÛee^]mhma^[kbfpbma`hh]b^l_hkma^[hZm^kbg
rhnk_Zfber'?khffnlmaZo^dgbo^lmhlmh\dbg`lmn__^kl
mh\hsrpZkfp^Zma^k`^Zk%ma^k^ llhf^mabg`_hk
^o^krhg^hgrhnkeblm
Ienl%d^^iZg^r^hglh\bZef^]bZ
P^ k^Ûeebg`hnkle^b`apbmaZ
l^e^\mbhgh_Lni^kLi^\bZel
maZmrhn]hg mpZgmmh
fbllhnmhg
hamiltonmarine.com

800-639-2715 hamiltonmarine.com

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

1.800.762.6374 • SALES@RIVERDALE.COM • WWW.RIVERDALE.COM

KITTERY
PORTLAND
ROCKLAND
SEARSPORT
SW HARBOR
JONESPORT

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

SINCE 1907

Contact us today to locate
a distributor in your area!

800-639-2715

FROZEN IN BOXES

Not sure what to get
the boater on your list?
Hamilton Marine Gif
Gift Cards
The one size ﬁts all gift! Order a Hamilton
Marine gift card, available in any amount.
Order# GIFTCARD

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856
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DMR AQUACULTURE LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR DECEMBER
(as of 11/18/21)
For an interactive source of pending lease applications, please see DMR’s new “Table of Lease Applications Under Review”
where you can find maps and documentation with just one click.
Go to: www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/leases/pending.html and click
INTERACTIVE DATA TABLE at the top of the list.
Experimental Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

DMR Bureau of Sea Run Fish.

S side, E of Western Head, W of Little River

Cutler

4.0 acres

Finfish

3 yrs

Pub Hearing 12/6/21, Washington Acad.4:30

Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat

E of Western Head & Li'l Rvr Isl, Cutler Hrbr

Cutler

4 acres

Finfish

3 yrs

Site Review Complete 3/20/2020

Muscongus Bay Aquaculture

NW of Glidden Ledge, Damariscotta River

Edgecomb

3.93 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

App submitted: Comments due 11/6/2021

Whisky Stones, LLC

E of Dogs Head, Harpswell Sound

Harpswell

0.481 acres Shellfish

3 yrs

App rec'd, Comments due 3/3/21

Doyle, Victor

E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

1 acre

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed

Bracy L, and Lombardo, P

N of Coombs Cove, Pemaquid River

Pemaquid

1.6 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

App rec'd 7/19, comments due 8/21/21

Miller,Mark

S of Eagle Island, Wheeler's Bay

St. George

3.9 acres

Marine Algae

3 yrs

Lease Granted 11/10/2021

Johnson, Ezra et al.

NE part of Burt Coat Harbor

Swans Island

1.6 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Appl. rec'd 5/24; comments due 6/26/21

Hunt, Stewart

Upper Basket Island Ledge, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.9 acres

Shellfish/algae

3 yrs

App rec'd 5/24/21; comments due 6/26/21

Standard Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration Status

Acadia Aqua Farms LLC

NE of Sunken Ledge, Frenchmen Bay

Bar Harbor

68.3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease Granted 10/29/21

Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC

Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge

Bar Harbor

32 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 5/7/21, site review TBD

Johnson, Timothy

SE of Barnes Pt, Middle Bay

Brunswick

17 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 3/15/21, site review TBD

Nice Oyster Company, LLC

E of Woodward Pt, New Meadows River

Brunswick

4.49 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

application rec'd 4/21/21; site review TBD

Great Ledge Cove Seafood LLC

NE L'il Chebeague Isl, Wstrn Chandlers Cove

Chebeague Isl

6.85 Acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Scoping session Aug 30, 2021 5 pm

Schoodic Seafarm LLC

off Long Mill Cove, Gouldsboro Bay

Corea

2.2 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

App rec'd 9/24/20; site review scheduled

Summit Point LLC

NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth &

Cumberland

100 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Dickenson, Christopher

800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

1 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing May 10 3 pm- remote

Dodge Cove Marine Farm

SE of Dodge Pt

Damariscotta

12.26 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

app rec'd 7/15/21; site review TBD

Coffin, Bailey

W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay

Freeport

6.84 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 6/16/21; Site Review
TBD

Harraseeket Oyster Co.

S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco Bay

Freeport

7 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease granted 10/25/2021

Love Point Oysters, LLC

SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing 10/26/2021, 4:30 Freeport

Love Point Oysters, LLC

S of Crab island, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.15 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Public Hearing 10/26/2021, 4 pm Freeport

Cooke Aquaculture USA, Inc

Off Black Island

Frenchboro

15 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing 11/8/2021, 4 pm, SW
Hrbor

Restorative Aquaculture LLC

Middle Bay, E of Scragg Island

Harpswell

9.89 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Appl. rec'd 10/20/21; site review TBD

Islesboro Marine Enterprises, Inc

NE of Flat Island, Penobscot Bay

Islesboro

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 4/1/21, site review TBD

Moosabec Mussels Inc.

Off old Point, Jordan River

Lamoine

89.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease renewal; comments due 6/26/21

I George Faux Inc

S of Great Salt Bay, Upper Damariscotta Rvr

Newcastle

1.8 acres

Shellfish

20 years

Scoping Session Nov 18, 2021 5 pm

Maine Oyster Inc.

E and S of Lehman Isl. Upper Sheepscot Rvr

Newcastle

10 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 6/17/21; site review TBD

Hermit Island Oyster Co, LLC

Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows Rivr

Phippsburg

2.56 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 5/26/21; site review TBD

Maine Fresh Sea Farms LLC

Clark Cove, Damariscotta River

So. Bristol

3.6 acres

Marine Algae

10 yrs

Application rec'd 5/4/21, site review TBD

Dewey's Shellfish, LLC

NW of Peters IslandDamariscotta River

South Bristol

0.58 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 8/16/21, site review TBD

Heron Island Oyster Company

w/in Fitch Cove, at Glidden Ledge, E sideof
Damariscotta river

South Bristol

1 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 10/4/21; sit review TBD

Morning Star Fisheries, LLC

Sheepscot River, W of Boston Island

Southport

4.5 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Scoping Session 8/26/21 6 pm Southport

Brewer, Robert

E of Penobscot Bay SW of Andrews Island

Stonington

3.26 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Appl. rec'd 10/20/21; site review TBD

Harvey, Brian

W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western Bay

Trenton

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 3/27/2020

Baines, Robert & Cole

W Penob. Bay, W of Hewitt Isl, S of Clam
Ledges

Unorg. Terr.

7.33 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/23/2021 5 pm

Butterfield, Keith

SE of Little Moshier Island

Yarmouth

2.72 acres

Shellfish/algae

20 yrs

Application rec'd 5/26/21; site review TBD

Henninger, Thomas

Broad Cove, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

5.9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application submitted 7/9/20

Maine Source Seafood

E of Lane's Isl, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.48 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Public Hearing 3/16/2021

Nickerson, Travis

E of Blaney Pt

Yarmouth

2.80 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 10/4/21; sit review TBD

Understand the process! You can make a difference!
Scoping
Session

Application
Submitted

Public
Comments

Site
Review

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable
Standard Lease: term is up to 20 years, size is up to 100 acres and is renewable

Public
Hearing

DMR
Decision
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
AQUACULTURE

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

Atlantic Sea Farms
Liz Johndrow
20 Pomerleau St.
Biddeford, ME 04005
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com
MLA members can get 25% off order

Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas
307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

AUTOMOTIVE

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top

Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

ELECTRONICS

GIFTS

Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.

Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.

Key Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of
Newcastle
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
info@weirsbuickgmc.com
www.weirsbuickgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bring It Inc.
PO Box 161
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-598-8818
bdurkee24@gmail.com
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Channel Bait
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
Old School Pig Hide
31 Number Nine Rd.
Cutler, ME 04626 207-812-5211
oldschooltrcking2@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket for MLA members

DuraBrite Inc.
310 Ellington Ave. E
Garden City, NY 11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com
Navroc Marine Electronics
Jason Philbrook
156 New County Rd.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
www.navroc.com
FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
Shannon Weber
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
4 Center St.
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
Kittery: 439-1133
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com
FUEL

HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
INSURANCE
FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire
254 Main St
Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com
Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Kristin Page
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
kristinleepage@gmail.com
www.atlanticedgelobster.com
Fuel discount for MLA members
Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

M any thanks to our business supporters!

MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757 508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones
15 Continental Dr
Exeter, NH 03801
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com
Power Product Systems
Joel Rumelhart
432 Warren Ave
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Island Lobster Co.
20 Island Ave
Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
Stores in Portland, West Bath,
Jonesboro, and Wakefield, RI
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
Locations in Friendship and
Columbia Falls
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
9 Digital Dr.
Biddeford, ME 04005 207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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FISHING INDUSTRY GROUP TO SUE OVER VINEYARD WIND APPROVAL
By Nathaniel Burola
On October 19, the Responsible Offshore Development Alliance (RODA), an
organization of fishing industry and companies, filed a 60-day notice of its intent to sue over the decision by the Bureau
of Offshore Energy Management (BOEM) to
permit Vineyard Wind 1, an of fshore wind
project in federal waters off Massachusetts.
“Offshore wind has inherent conflicts with
fishing and this is a huge threat to seafood
production as we know it,” stated RODA’s
Executive Director Annie Hawkins in an
email. “We can’t let the first project set a precedent that it’s okay to ignore the concerns
and recommendation of fishermen who have
lived on those waters for centuries.”

eral laws that were enacted to protect the nation’s environment, industries,
and people. The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act controls federal leases for
offshore mineral and energy resources. The Clean Water Act helps control pollution and discharge from companies into important oceans and rivers. The
Endangered Species Act conserves and protects endangered and threatened species
along with their habitats. If the legislative
violations are not resolved within a 60-day
period, RODA will move forward with suing
the federal government for its failure to address these issues.
Hawkins emphasized that fishermen’s concerns have not been recognized by BOEM,
despite years of involvement.
“We and individual fishing groups and associations have attended every meeting, written thousands of pages of comments, met
with state and federal regulators, and gone
above and beyond to improve this process,”
she said. “We’ve made various reasonable
requests, from some baseline research on environmental impacts to suggesting a reasonable network of transit lanes so that fishermen can pass safely through project areas.
Yet all the government did was agree to the
voluntary ‘mitigation’ practices proposed by
the developer.”

The Secretary of Interior through BOEM
granted the Vineyard Wind 1 Project final
approval in July. The wind farm would encompass more than 65,000 acres of seafloor
and feature 84 fixed wind turbines generating 800-megawatts of electricity when completed.

“This Administration is moving full speed
ahead on offshore wind, with plans to build
30 gigawatts in U.S. waters in less than 10
years and then a lot more,” Hawkins noted.
“The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management’s
The intent to sue letter comes a month after
The beige area in the center of the chart shows the location
leasing regulations allow developers to do
RODA submitted a petition for the U.S. First
of the Vineyard Wind 800-MW wind energy development.
almost anything they want, instead of upCircuit Court of Appeals to review BOEM’s
Image courtesy of V. Wind
holding the public interest. There are no real
decision. The court has yet to make a ruling
requirements for projects to be sited and deon the petition.
signed to avoid fisheries. There aren’t even any criteria for weighing the imporHawkins reiterated the long-term importance of RODA’s action. “We need to
tance of fishing or fishing communities.”
make the government and wind developers understand that the ocean isn’t the
RODA stated its intent to file a lawsuit if federal officials do not make changes
wild west and they can’t just take whatever they want. This would apply to all
to the project that bring it into compliance with the Outer Continental Shelf
current and future projects, not just Vineyard Wind or those in Southern New
Lands Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act, and other fedEngland,” Hawkins said.

New England Propeller
CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER
AND BAIT CO., INC.
70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine
207-967-0900 • 207-205-7949 cell
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Herring

Skate
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Flounder Racks

Monk Heads

Pogies

WE

CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.
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SELL BULK ICE!
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Ask for Allen!

Factory Repair Station
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for
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•
•
•
•

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock
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Savers
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Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
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2 Days to Alaska.
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Scanning and
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Overnight to Maine!!!
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Depression is not a character flaw
By Melissa Waterman
“Depression still has a stigma,” said River Martin, help line manager at NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental Illness) Maine. “But knowing that others have it
helps normalize it. It’s not a character flaw.”
Depression is a mental health disorder, affecting an estimated one in 15 adults
in the United States, according to the American Psychiatric Association (APA).
It is characterized by certain symptoms that persist for more than two weeks,
such as loss of interest in once-enjoyable activities, changes in appetite, increased fatigue, feelings of worthlessness, difficulty concentrating or making
decisions, sleeping too much or too little, and thoughts of death or suicide.
Severe depression can wipe a person out, rendering them unable to function at
work or at home.
Many factors contribute to the onset of depression, according to Martin.
“There’s genetics or a traumatic event which can occur at any time in life.
Depression is also caused by a chemical imbalance in the brain,” he said.
Continuous exposure to violence, abuse, or poverty may make some people
more vulnerable to depression.
The onset of depression often occurs when a person enters the later teenage
years or early 20s. Afterward it may be reoccur throughout one’s life. “But depression can come at any time,” Martin cautioned. One in six people will experience depression at some point, according to the APA.
Depression is very different from general sadness or grief. Sadness and grief
are normal reactions to loss of a loved one or a job and may ebb over time.
Depression is a black hole into which no light comes. The depressed person is
enveloped in feelings of worthlessness or self-loathing and may find the activities of daily life impossible to manage.
The COVID pandemic has had a clear effect on the mental health of Maine
residents, according to Mental Health of Maine Adults During the Pandemic, a
2021 study commissioned by the John T. Gorman Foundation. More than two
out of five people in the state have been dealing with depressive symptoms during the pandemic.
Certain activities can help reduce the symptoms of depression. For many
people, regular exercise creates positive feelings and improves mood. Getting

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

sound sleep on a regular basis, eating a healthy diet and avoiding alcohol, which
is a depressant, can also reduce symptoms of depression. Finding a therapist
to talk to, however, is a key element for many people navigating their way out
of depression; NAMI Maine and other organizations can help a person locate a
therapist in their area.
Medications may also help release a person from the grip of chronic depression. Selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) are considered safe and
generally cause fewer side effects than other types of antidepressants, according to the Mayo Clinic. A person may need to try several medications or a combination of medications before finding one that works. Some medications require several weeks or longer to take full effect.
“Reaching out for services is the strongest thing a person can do,” Martin said.
“You are bettering your life and overall wellness.” The pandemic has led more
people to seek mental health help from his organization, a result that encourages Martin. “A lot of people are reaching out for the first time and talking
about it [depression]. We are starting to see a shift in thinking about mental
health and physical health.”

Where to seek help
The Maine Statewide Crisis Hotline 1-888-568-1112
Call this 24/7 line to speak with a trained crisis clinician if you are concerned about yourself or someone else.
Intentional Peer Support Warmline 1-866-771-9276
Call this 24/7 peer support line to speak with a trained peer support specialist who has life experience with mental health and/or substance use recovery.
NAMI Maine Helpline 1-800-464-5767, Option 1
The NAMI Maine Helpline provides support, education, and advocacy for
anyone with questions about mental health concerns.
Man Therapy, www.mantherapy.org
This is not a helpline, but it is a great resource for men who may be hesitant
to talk about mental health.
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In the
NEWS
GULF OF MAINE RESEARCH INSTITUTE BUYS PORTLAND’S UNION
WHARF
Union Wharf, part of Portland’s working waterfront for 228 years, is being purchased by the Gulf of Maine Research Institute (GMRI) to maintain access for
fishermen, oil spill responders, lobster wholesalers, and other maritime businesses. The wharf has been in private hands since it was constructed in the
aftermath of Portland’s destruction in the American Revolution. Members of
the Poole family have owned it outright since the 1950s. The Pooles – led by
brothers Charlie and Malcolm – are selling to their immediate neighbor, GMRI,
a marine research institution that purchased and rehabilitated Wrights Wharf
just to the west as its headquarters. GMRI’s bid wasn’t the highest, but they
chose to sell to the institute because of its commitment to remain long-term
stewards of the pier as the anchor of the working waterfront. GMRI president
Don Perkins said his organization decided to try to purchase Union Wharf
when it became clear no private maritime commercial companies or nonprofits were coming forward to take on the challenging and specialized mission of
owning and operating a working commercial pier.
MAINE INVESTING $10 MILLION IN SEAFOOD INFRASTRUCTURE
The state will invest $10 million in federal funds through the Maine Jobs &
Recovery Plan to allow Maine seafood dealers and processors to upgrade
their infrastructure. The new Seafood Infrastructure Investment Program will
launch early next year and will be administered through the Department of
Marine Resources. It will provide grants to Maine seafood dealers and processors to upgrade buildings, equipment, and utilities. These grants will help
seafood dealers and processors increase the supply of Maine-harvested seafood; strengthen their ability to deliver to markets in Maine, across the United
States, and around the world; and create and sustain jobs throughout Maine’s
iconic seafood industry. The Department of Marine Resources will begin accepting applications in the coming months. A range of funding will be offered,
including smaller grants for facilities improvements and larger grants for capital projects.

GOULDSBORO ADOPTS A 6-MONTH FINFISH AQUACULTURE BAN
Gouldsboro residents overwhelmingly voted for a moratorium ordinance that
immediately halts for six months the review and issuance of municipal permits for American Aquafarms or other proposed 10-acre-plus finfish aquaculture ventures seeking to base their operations in town. The ordinance gives the
Gouldsboro Planning Board time to review, and possibly propose amendments
to, the town’s comprehensive plan as well as its land use, site plan, subdivision,
and shoreland zoning ordinances that currently do not address finfish aquaculture development.
The ordinance was created largely in response to American Aquafarms’ plan
to convert East Coast Seafood Group’s dormant Maine Fair Trade complex in
Prospect Harbor into a large-scale operation which would process 66 million
pounds of Atlantic salmon per year and raise its own juvenile fish to replenish
its stocks at a hatchery on site.
ASMFC SEEKS INPUT ON LOBSTER VESSEL TRACKING
REQUIREMENT
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission's (ASMFC) Lobster Management
Board will meet via webinar on December 6 at 1pm to discuss the release of a
draft plan to the public that would require electronic vessel tracking in the federal
lobster and Jonah crab fisheries. This proposed action aims to address a critical
need for high-resolution spatial and temporal data to characterize federal lobster
fishing effort.
ASMFC has discussed potential specifications and requirements for tracking
devices, harvesters, and states that will be necessary to ensure these data needs
are met. ASMFC is planning to hold public hearings in January 2022 and adopt
final measures in winter/spring 2022. For more information and to register to
attend this meeting, go to https://www.asmfc.org/calendar/12/2021/AmericanLobster-Management-Board/1840.
MAINE'S FISHING HISTORY THROUGH ONE FAMILY
A new book on a historic fishing family was published recently. The Nunans of
Cape Porpoise was created by photographer Robert Dennis and writer Shelley Wigglesworth. It tells the
story of the Nunan family's long history of fishing beginning in 1861 up
to the present. The books is full of
interviews with the current Nunan
lobstermen in the Cape Porpoise
fleet complete with photos cof the
Nunan fishermen, their boats, their
forefathers, and of Nunan’s Lobster
Hut, begun in 1953.
A portion of the proceeds from
book sales benefit the Maine Coast
Fishermen's Association. To learn
more, visit www.kportimages.com/
The-Nunans-of-Cape-Porpoise.
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More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org
December 1 and 2
NOAA Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Team meeting, 2 pm. to 6 p. m. FMI: www.
fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/
marine-mammal-protection/atlantic-largewhale-take-reduction-team#upcoming-teammeetings.
December 2-12
Kennebunk Christmas Prelude. FMI: www.
christmasprelude.com.
December 3
NEFMC Scallop Committee meeting, 9 a.m.
To register: www.nefmc.org/calendar/dec3-2021-scallop-committee-meeting.
December 6
ASMFC Lobster Management Board, to
discuss vessel tracking on federal lobster
boats, 1:00 p.m. via webinar. FMI: www.asmfc.
org/calendar/12/2021/American-LobsterManagement-Board/1840.
December 6
BOEM Guidance for Mitigating Impacts to
Fisheries Meetings, East Coast workshop on
fixed gear, 10 a.m. to Noon. FMI: brian.hooker@boem.gov.
December 7
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
Board, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. FMI: info@lobsterfrommaine.com
Maine Offshore Wind Fisheries Working
Group, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. FMI: www.maineoffshorewind.org.

December 7-9
NEFMC meeting, Newport, RI. To register:
www.nefmc.org/calendar/december-2021-council-meeting.
December 8
MLA Board of Directors meeting, 5 p.m., via
Zoom.
December 13
Fishing in hot water: Defining sentinel indicators of resilience in the American lobster fishery,
part of Collaborative Chats series, hosted by
Maine Sea Grant via Zoom, 4 p.m. FMI: https://
seagrant.umaine.edu/extension/americanlobster-initiative/events.
December 14
Maine Offshore Wind Roadmap Advisory
Committee Meeting, virtual meeting, 9 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. FMI: http://maineoffshorewind.org.
December 17
ASMFC Northern Shrimp Section meeting, via
webinar, 9-11 a.m. FMI and to register: www.
asmfc.org/calendar/12/2021/Northern-ShrimpSection/1841.
January 1, 2022
Happy New Year!
January 12
Early life history of American lobsters in
coastal southern New England waters, part of
Collaborative Chats series, hosted by Maine
Sea Grant via Zoom, 5:30 p.m. FMI: https://seagrant.umaine.edu/extension/american-lobsterinitiative/events.

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888

Keliher continued from page 4

These sound traps will provide data to better understand right whale habitat use in the Gulf of Maine.
The University of Maine’s underwater glider has
been active this year in the Gulf of Maine and has
had several right whale detections, including in the
LMA1 closed area.

use of these funds from industry associations, advisory councils, and individual businesses, and consistently heard that these funds represent an unusual opportunity to make strategic investments that
will improve the long-term viability of the eligible
sectors.

Stock Resiliency

The Governor recently announced that she has
made an additional $10 million available through
grants for Maine’s dealers and processors to support
their infrastructure needs. The goal of these funds is
to provide dealers and processors support that they
did not get from other sources of federal relief funding. Many had to forego needed capital investments
because they had to spend money adapting to market and workplace challenges driven by COVID-19.
Those funds will be made available to industry as
grants in the coming months.

If whales were not enough, at its October Annual
Meeting, ASMFC’s Lobster Management Board continued work on its addendum to the f ishery management plan to build resiliency into the stock. The
Addendum considers a trigger-based approach. If a
trigger is hit, a management response would be implemented. The ASMFC Technical Committee has
recommended that the trigger be based on the result
of surveys, including the ME/NH spring and fall surveys as well as ventless trap surveys, and a change
to gauge size as the best management response to
increase spawning stock biomass. The Lobster Board
will review a completed draft of the Addendum at
their January 2022 meeting. At that point they can
send it back to the Plan Development Team for modifications or approve it for public comment. We will
update the industry during the next round of lobster
zone council meetings.
Federal Relief
As you also likely have heard, there will soon be $17
million in federal relief funds available for Maine’s
seafood industry by way of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act. DMR has sought input on the

We are working on a plan for spending the
Consolidated Appropriation Act money and will
be submitting it to NOAA soon for approval. We
have received preliminary approval to reimburse
all Maine commercial fishermen who renew their
licenses for 2022 for the cost of their 2022 fees (license fees, surcharges, and trap tags). We will communicate to you exactly how this will work once our
plan is approved by NOAA.
It is my hope that it will take the sting out of my announcement that we will have to raise the price of
trap tags given increasing tag costs in recent years
– a cost I have resisted passing on to lobstermen for
ten years.

LAC and Zone Meetings
At this time, we are scheduling a Lobster Advisory
Council meeting for December, with zones re-engaging in January. COVID-19 has made face-to-face
meetings impossible and the current news on infections is not great as we close in on winter. In an effort
to remain engaged we tried webinars, but those are
clearly not the preferred approach for the industry.
We are looking at face-to-face meetings with a possible hybrid approach allowing remote call-in, but
we are still working on the details. Lorraine Morris,
who is filling in for Sarah Cotnoir, has been hired
to help support the zones over the coming months.
She has already been in contact with the chairs. If
you are on a zone council, please keep an eye out for
Lorraine’s email.
While Maine’s lobster industry continues to do battle on many fronts, 2021 is shaping up as a good year
for the fishery. Consumers continue to recognize
Maine lobster as a premium product and demand
has remained high. Your continued commitment
to conservation and the delivery of a high-quality
product is not going unnoticed. The landed value of
your product compared to the same time last year
was up over $230 million. With all the uncertainty it
is nice to see some positive news.
Here’s wishing you all a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry
Christmas, and a prosperous, healthy new year.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

A lobster trap Christmas tree
rises in Rockland. MLA photo.

A lobster
boat in the
Boothbay
Harbor
parade of
lights.
M. Leonard
photo.

The people of the Maine
coast celebrate their
connection to the sea at
all times of the year, but
perhaps most colorfully
in the holiday season.
From Eastport to York,
the small towns and
harbors light up in
celebration.

Santa Claus arrives in Kennebunk. R. Dennis
photo.

A peaceful
winter scene at
the Jonesboro
Grange.
R. Hodgson
photo.

