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NMFS CALLS FOR DEEPER CUTS OVER TEN YEARS TO PROTECT WHALES
Right whales will continue to decline unless other actions taken
By MLA staff

The two documents go hand-in-hand. Under an
August 2020 Washington, D.C. District Court ruling,
NMFS is required to finalize the new whale rules and
biological opinion by May 31, 2021.

Two major announcements related to North Atlantic
right whales and the U.S. lobster fishery were made
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) as
2020 ended and 2021 began.

The MMPA and ESA have similar objectives and work
together to protect and aid the recovery of North
Atlantic right whales; however, they have different
mandates. NMFS recognizes that MMPA measures,
such as the Proposed Rule amending the ALWTRP,
contribute toward ESA goals. Accordingly, the draft
biological opinion incorporates the Proposed Rule
as the first of four steps necessary to permit federal
fisheries in a manner that will not jeopardize right
whale recovery.

On December 31, NMFS released its long-awaited
draft whale rules, published as a Proposed Rule under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA).
The Proposed Rule would modify the Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) to achieve a
60% reduction in risk to right whales from the northeast lobster fishery.
In early January, NMFS published its draft Biological
Opinion, under Section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act (ESA), on the impact of ten fisheries, including
American lobster and Jonah crab, on the survival
and recovery of North Atlantic right whales. NMFS
is seeking public comment on both of these documents. The Biological Opinion finds that the lobster
and crab fisheries do not jeopardize the right whale
population only because of planned implementation
of a stringent and likely impossible new risk reduction framework resulting in reductions of 88% to 98%
over ten years.

2021 brings beauty but also unwelcome news
to Maine lobstermen. Photo by M. Philbrook.

This may seem like good news for the lobster community – the fishery will not get shut down, at least
in the short-term. The draft biological opinion determined that the lobster fishery is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of North Atlantic right
whales as long as the Proposed Rule and additional
whale conservation measures, which mandate an
88% to 98% cumulative risk reduction by 2030, are
implemented in federal waters fisheries. Those additional measures are outlined in the draft biological
Continued on page 6
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INDUSTRY INCREASINGLY
CONCERNED OVER STATE’S
WIND PLAN
Due to the speed with which the state of Maine was pushing an
application to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management for an
offshore lease in order to construct a wind energy research array in waters off southern Maine, six fishing industry organizations and more than 300 individual fishermen joined with the
Responsible Offshore Development Association to send a letter
in early January to Governor Mills expressing their profound
concern. The text of the letter follows.
January 7, 2021
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Dear Governor Mills,
Maine’s fishing community maintains serious concerns about current offshore wind energy (OSW) efforts envisioned for the Gulf
of Maine (GOM). To begin constructive dialogue, the fishing community supports the creation of an inclusive planning process and
research program over the rapid implementation of commercialscale OSW facilities. The industry strongly urges you to prioritize
a thorough review of Maine’s OSW statutes and regulations as a
more measured first step to ensure the state has the tools in place
to minimize potential harms and maximize the benefits of OSW to
the people of Maine.
On April 14th, 2020, approximately 50 GOM fishing industry and
community leaders submitted a letter to you, Governor Sununu,
and Governor Baker regarding GOM OSW development, and we
Continued on page 4
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Although it may seem during February that the Maine
coast is quiet and still, waiting for the start of spring to
come to life again, much in fact is happening. As we recount in this issue of Landings, this winter has seen burgeoning interest in offshore wind energy possibility in
the Gulf of Maine. A proposal by Governor Janet Mills to
apply for a lease in federal waters off southern Maine to
construct a research wind farm is moving forward rapidly.
New Hampshire is considering a bill that would require 600
megawatts of power from offshore wind. Private wind developers are contemplating possible projects in the Gulf of
Maine as well.
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The Responsible Offshore Development Association
(RODA), a membership-based organization of fishermen
and fishing groups, quickly organized a letter to Governor
Mills on behalf of six fishery organizations challenging the abbreviated schedule for the lease
application and the lack of opportunity for fishermen to fully
be part of the process. “We are
troubled that the timeline for
the state’s proposed research array allows for neither adequate
planning nor engagement with
the fishing community. We ask
you to consider adjusting your
approach to ensure the timeline
and research plans will support
meaningful fishing community
collaboration,” stated the more
than 300 fishermen and fishing
companies who signed the letter.

Then in early January NMFS released a draft of the muchanticipated Biological Opinion on the American lobster
and Jonah crab fisheries. The
Biological Opinion (required under the Endangered Species Act)
determines if the continued permitting of the fisheries jeopardizes the recovery or survival of
the right whale population. The
draft Biological Opinion sets
out a ten-year framework to reduce deaths and serious injury
to right whales to less than one
per year (0.11). Based on the assumption that the draft whale
rules published in December
will be in force later this year
and the full framework will be
implemented over the next 10
years, the Biological Opinion
found that the two fisheries do
not jeopardize right whales.
The provisions of the ten-year
framework, however, will preNew regulations proposed by NMFS will
sent tremendous challenges to
pose serious future challenges to the
lobstermen.
Maine lobster fishery. Photo by T. Boiven.

In response, the Governor reaffirmed the state’s commitment
to moving forward with offshore wind development. The
Governor wrote to fishermen
that she will submit legislation to create a 10-year moratorium on any new state waters wind development and
will order a review the state’s authorities related to leasing state waters for energy projects. Concerning the fishing
communities’ concerns on the timeline for the research array, she delayed her deadline to submit a lease application
by a few months while acknowledging that she was not
willing to push the timeline off as far as some would like.
“Make no mistake about it, offshore wind is coming to the
Gulf of Maine, even without my support,” she wrote.
Jack Merrill, an Islesford lobsterman and member of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association Board, articulated the
concerns of many in an editorial statement published in
January. Merrill points out serious issues with large-scale
wind energy developments in the Gulf of Maine, from
usurpation of public resources to potential harm to marine mammals and birds. Merrill does not mince words: “…
Maine’s current offshore project, which essentially is doing
research to open the door for ownership of hundreds of
thousands of ocean acres to private corporations, is foolhardy.”
On a different but equally contentious topic, the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) released in December
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2020 its draft modifications to the Atlantic Large Whale
Take Reduction Plan, generally known as “the whale rules.”
The draft measures include familiar changes, such as requiring longer trawls, weakening vertical lines and expanded gear marking. But NMFS’s proposed modifications
also call for two new seasonal restricted areas open only
to ropeless fishing; one off southern Maine and the other
south of Nantucket Island. In addition, areas now closed to
lobstering due to the presence of whales could be opened
to those fishermen who agree to use ropeless fishing gear.
NMFS is required by an August 2020 court ruling to finalize
the new whale rules by May 31, 2021.

Marianne LaCroix, executive
director of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative,
provides an update on the activities planned by the
Collaborative in 2021. The emphasis in this second year
of the pandemic is to find ways to accelerate purchases of
Maine lobster by home cooks. To do that the Collaborative
will help develop new products that consumers can find
in their local grocery stores as well as promote the versatility and ease of use of lobster for home cooks. The
Collaborative’s dealer directory allows companies interested in sourcing Maine lobster to connect directly with
those who sell it.
The 130th Legislature is also in session and will be doing
much of its work through virtual meetings. Much of the
Legislature’s work will be focused on COVID and the economy. The Joint Committee on Marine Resources membership is a mix of new and familiar faces. The Committee has
fewer bills than usual to consider in this session. Bills to
be discussed include a review of Maine’s aquaculture laws
and the reauthorization of the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative.
Sadly, Maine’s fishing community will not be able to gather
in March for the annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum, a disappointment for so many who look forward to the yearly opportunity to catch up with friends and fishing colleagues.
The Forum instead will be hosting many virtual events
online in coming months. Chilloa Young, Forum coordinator, offers us a preview of activities planned for the coming
months.
I hope you are keeping warm and safe for the remainder of
this winter, and that you enjoy this issue of Landings. We
welcome your feedback.
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Marketing flexibility remains fundamental in 2021

By Marianne LaCroix
The new year is bringing many changes, so the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative is prepared to remain flexible and pivot as needed to take advantage of market conditions. We are starting the year with a continued focus on
promoting Maine lobster to home cooks. Our public relations team is working
with journalists to place Maine lobster stories in consumer publications so that
we have a flow of positive stories throughout the year. We are also planning a digital advertising campaign to educate people about the ease of preparing Maine
lobster at home. We will capitalize on holidays to increase awareness of lobster
as a desirable, premium and accessible meal solution. We also have influencers
— social media users who have built up a reputation for expertise on culinary issues — developing and sharing accessible Maine lobster recipes and tips.
Product Innovation
Seafood is the fastest-growing supermarket food category, but most lobster options are limited to the seafood counter with familiar products like live lobster
and tails. Value-added products (like burgers, cook-in-a-bag, jerky, and meal
kits) are experiencing the biggest growth spurt, with seafood offering more value-added options than any other protein.

avoid duplication of effort. We will work with a culinary firm to develop market-ready prototypes that are
on-trend to inspire production with retailers and food
manufacturers, using underutilized parts of the lobster like mince. Once we have the prototypes in place,
the Collaborative will launch an advertising campaign
that showcases the new products and promotes the
versatility of lobster to the target audience.
We will also make it easy for customers to source
Maine lobster for new product development through
our dealer database. The Collaborative will work with
processors and dealers, supermarket chains and food
manufacturers throughout the process.

Marianne
Lacroix is the
executive director
of the MLMC.

Issues Management
Issues such as new right whale regulations and offshore wind energy projects
are on the minds of many involved in the fishery. While industry organizations
focus on the regulatory impacts of these issues, the Collaborative works on
protecting the reputation of Maine lobster among buyers and consumers.

We want to insert Maine lobster into this value-added pipeline by leveraging
current trends that are predicted to continue in the long term. For example,
there has been a 40% growth in frozen food purchases since the pandemic began and Maine lobster processors already are using state-of-the-art freezing
technology for processed products. Consumers have a desire to create restaurant-quality meals at home and Maine lobster carries a premium reputation.
People are also showing a greater interest in food origins and a desire to support local agriculture; the Maine lobster fishery has a great local story in a national marketplace where about 80% of seafood is imported.

Our priority is ensuring that customers have confidence in purchasing Maine
lobster. One way we do that is by surveying people to determine customer sentiment. This helps guide our communications strategy. For example, we learned
that most consumers are unaware of any connection between right whales and
the lobster fishery, and purchases weren’t impacted even among those who
were aware. With this information we developed fact sheets and social media
content, such as videos and graphics, that we distributed to a targeted audience. We continue to monitor customer sentiment and have developed more
communications materials that we can release if media coverage warrants it.

Our goal is to drive new product innovations featuring Maine lobster. This will
give Maine processors and dealers the opportunity to expand their product
portfolios and potentially expand the customer base for Maine lobster to food
manufacturers.

The Collaborative is able to provide media training and message development
on many issues for industry spokesmen, as well as media outreach and promotional pieces that share the industry’s perspective.

To start the process of developing new lobster products, we will review new
trends in restaurant menus and flavor profiles and among home cooks. We will
also review products that have already been created by Maine processors to

We are continuing to educate wholesale customers about Maine lobster with
tactics including public relations outreach, webinars, social media and advertising. We are ready to exhibit at the Seafood Expo in Boston if it takes place
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appreciate your April 29th response. Since the time of that correspondence, the
State of Maine announced its plan to pursue a floating OSW “research array”
and held four informational webinars about the project from December 15-22,
2020. Maine’s fishing community members raised many questions during the
informational meetings and unfortunately, received too few answers.
We are troubled that the timeline for the state’s proposed research array allows
for neither adequate planning nor engagement with the fishing community. We
ask you to consider adjusting your approach to ensure the timeline and research
plans will support meaningful fishing community collaboration. We are willing
to work, in good faith, with the state on the research array to consider outcomes
that may minimize impacts to fishing practices and provide much-needed socioeconomic and environmental data. However, this is only possible if we have a
reasonable timeline and planning process to complete this work.
In December, the Department of the Interior (DOI) clarified its policy prioritizing the requirement to minimize OSW impacts to fishing operations through a
legal memorandum. The memo states that “[n]owhere does the statute indicate
that the Secretary is only to prevent interference with the legal right to navigate
or fish in an area. It is the Secretary’s job to provide for the prevention of interference with those uses” (emphases added). In practice, this means that OSW
projects cannot be approved unless they do not unreasonably interfere with
fishing activity. As pointed out during all four informational webinars, given
the significant fishing occurring in the GOM, and the relative lack of fine-scale
spatial data, the risk of unreasonable interference would greatly increase if a
project is rushed and does not include close coordination with fishing experts.
Given our concerns, we respectfully offer the following requests.
The state should start with a review and update its statutes and regulations for
OSW development and use its CZMA authority
If Maine truly intends to take “a measured, deliberative approach that allows the
State to engage the fishing community expertise to minimize potential harms
and maximize the benefits to Maine people from offshore wind” as expressed in
the state’s OSW announcement, we believe the State has the most to gain from a
prompt and thorough review of Maine’s OSW statutes and regulations to ensure
that they reflect Maine’s values, prioritize research, and protect Maine’s worldrenowned fishing industry. Would it be possible for the Governor’s Energy Office
to conduct this work as a first step in its Maine Offshore Wind Roadmap plan?
This information is critical to ensure that Maine has the tools in place that it
will need to ensure that any OSW developments occur in a manner that benefits
Maine’s economy, climate goals, culture, and heritage.

fishing community detailed the significant amount of time required to work collaboratively with fishermen on project design and data collection if impacts to
Maine coastal communities and sustainable seafood production are to be effectively minimized. Your response stated that the Maine Offshore Wind Initiative
“entails a thoughtful approach to development” that “emphasizes compatibility
. . . to inform offshore wind siting considerations and to minimize any impact on
Maine’s commercial fishing and maritime industries.” Simply put, the State’s announced goal of submitting a full project application in a few short months falls
far short of affording the time necessary to meet this commitment.
This is especially true considering the ongoing emergency associated with
COVID-19. Despite the assurance that your office will work with us to “ensure
that we organize a stakeholder process that is mindful of immediate health
and business impacts from COVID-19,” we have received no roadmap for how
the State intends to develop partnerships with the industry that are cognizant
of the significant current limitations on meetings, unusual time demands, and
economic demands fishermen currently face as essential workers providing
food to the nation.
It is unclear what benefit such a short timeline would provide, and no satisfactory answer was given during the webinars. While the BOEM review process
takes time, and floating OSW technology is changing quickly and years away
from being ready for rapid deployment at the scale envisioned by even this research project, it is imperative to make good decisions early in the project (siting and process) to lessen time and money wasted. This decision will have a
significant and long-lasting impact on the fishing community as it commits
the state to a specific site and 20-year operation of a commercial wind farm.
The Research Array Must be Part of a Larger Planning Effort
The state has characterized the proposed research array as a stand-alone project to inform future OSW development. As such, the state marginalizes the
reality that other OSW developers may also submit successful commercial
lease applications for this region in the near-term. Moving forward with an
application for a research array in the absence of any fundamental planning
work to determine how the GOM may be developed for OSW is short-sighted.
This approach does not allow the fishing industry to understand how the research array might fit into a larger OSW development or how to minimize the
cumulative impacts of multiple such developments. Moving the research array
forward without the necessary context will lead to poor decisions on siting,
cable sizing and placement, and is likely to increase the cumulative impacts on
both the environment and fishing communities.
In addition, the fishing community has many questions about the costs and benefits of OSW in the GOM when compared to other renewable energy sources, the
potential for new jobs created versus the loss of fishing jobs, the cost of power,
and many more. In the absence of this information, it is very difficult to expect
fishermen to work with the state on siting an array or provide comments.
The Proposed Research Array Must Include Robust Research Plan
The fishing community is dismayed at the characterization of the State’s OSW
development as a research facility without any clear plans to fund or conduct
research cooperatively with the fishing fleet. A full research proposal should
be drafted collaboratively with fishing experts and made available to the public. This proposal must outline the data types and methods for collection, the
analysis to be completed, full timeline, and the benefits to the people of Maine.
It is unclear whether this basic information will be provided before a project
application is submitted; if not, fishermen and the public cannot be expected
to provide reasonable and informative comments.

The State has indicated that its primary motivation for rushing the consultation
process on its research array is to submit an application before a commercialscale developer does. It is true that substantially more information is needed
about the environmental and economic effects of floating OSW before permitting any project, and research should be heavily prioritized as commercial developments are contemplated. However, even research planning must proceed
reasonably and along realistic timelines. Maine must prioritize research as an
important component of any offshore wind development and developers must
understand that it is part of the cost of building the project.
Federal permitting of OSW projects does not occur in a vacuum. Maine holds
authority under the Coastal Zone Management Act to review projects for consistency with its coastal policies. This means that any proposed OSW project
that impacts the Maine coastal zone—whether to environmental resources or
economic use—cannot proceed unless the state determines that it is compliant
with the state’s goals and regulations. It is therefore possible for the State to ensure that research and commercial projects are well executed, by prioritizing a
thorough review of the state’s statutes and regulatory authorities.
Maine’s OSW Research Array Timeline Must be Sufficient to Meaningfully
Engage the Fishing Community
With regard to the research array, we are concerned with the extremely abbreviated timeline Maine has announced for preparation of its project application
to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM). A previous letter from the

Construction of a wind energy facility will result in direct spatial conflicts with
fishing, which merits a full socio-economic analysis prior to project planning.
A European Parliament report recently found “a clear gap of economic and socio-cultural impact assessments” on OSW’s impacts to fishing, so such analysis
will require robust scientific expertise. The State should also be transparent
about the location of the planned research proposal. Based on the information
in the webinars, limited locations within the area of consideration are suitable
for its placement. Additionally, site-specific research questions may also be investigated depending on the local characteristics of the research site.
Thank you for your consideration of these requests so we can preserve Maine’s
commercial fisheries and ensure they remain an important part of Maine’s
economy, culture and heritage in years to come.
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Patrice McCarron

Maine Lobstermen’s Union Local 207
Rocky Alley

Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
Ben Martens

Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
Paul Anderson

Maine Lobster Dealers Association
Annie Tselikis

Downeast Lobstermen’s Association
Sheila Dassatt

Responsible Offshore Development
Alliance
Annie Hawkins

and 300 individual fishermen and
businesses
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GOVERNOR MILLS CONTINUES PUSH FOR OFFSHORE WIND,
OFFERS MORATORIUM IN STATE WATERS
In response to concerns about wind development in the Gulf of Maine from Maine’s
fishing industry expressed in a January 7 letter, Governor Janet Mills responded in
a letter to the industry, which follows below.
January 22, 2021
To Maine fishermen and fishing organizations,
I wanted you to hear from me directly regarding my administration’s proposal
for a floating offshore wind research array in the Gulf of Maine. I am keenly
aware that offshore wind (OSW) is a concern for some of you. However, I feel
strongly that Maine must be committed to the development of clean energy,
to the fight against climate change, and to the pursuit of innovation to create
economic opportunity for our people.
We are all seeing the results of climate change firsthand - warming temperatures, violent weather events, rising and warming ocean waters. Make no mistake about it, OSW is coming to the Gulf of Maine, even without my support. It
would be irresponsible for me to ignore both the potential benefit of offshore
wind as part of Maine’s clean energy portfolio, and the possible impacts it
may have on Maine’s natural resources and heritage industries such as fishing
which are a vital part of our economy and our cultural identity.
The economic and job creation opportunities were reaffirmed in 2019 with
the passage of the Maine Aqua Ventus legislation and recent state economic
reports. States across the country are racing to lead in OSW technology, job
creation, and port development. This industry is also growing rapidly in other
parts of the world, leading to new opportunities in sectors from boat building
to construction to engineers. Maine is approaching OSW development in a way
that maximizes good paying jobs for Maine people and economic benefits for
our state while seeking to minimize impacts through a phased approach.
I ask that you remain at the table for what I know are hard conversations. We
need to work with the fishing industry on a number of aspects of this new technology. I believe that starting small and taking a stepwise approach through
this proposed research array is a valuable opportunity to understand potential
impacts and ensure we can inform federal decision-making in the future.

cerns. I want to make it clear that my focus is the research array, proposed for
federal waters. New, commercial-scale offshore wind projects do not belong in
state waters that support the majority of the State’s lobster fishing activity, that
provide important habitat for coastal marine and wildlife species and that support a tourist industry based in part on Maine’s iconic coastal views. To ensure
state waters are appropriately considered in any future energy development,
I will submit legislation to create a 10-year moratorium on any new state waters wind energy development. I will also direct state agencies to review their
authority related to use of state waters for leasing and permitting of energy
projects.
With regard to the research array, I cannot push the timeline for the submission to BOEM off as far as some would like. Development will not be halted
completely because of Covid-19, nor should we delay action indefinitely. I have
extended the timeline of the pre-application phase for a few months to allow
for additional substantive input from the fishing industry. The State will form a
working group of impacted fishing industry members to inform the siting process and research plan, with the goal of reducing potential impacts. If Covid-19
numbers decline, we will also hold in-person meetings in small groups this
spring to obtain additional input.
We have the opportunity to work proactively to learn how best offshore wind
can coexist with fishing and other existing uses. If Maine doesn’t take the lead,
I believe we — the state, and the fishing industry in particular — will be at a
great disadvantage in the future. I remain steadfast in my commitment to work
with the fishing industry to find creative, innovative solutions to help our communities and economies thrive.
Sincerely,
Governor

While we may not agree on the best response to offshore wind development
in the Gulf of Maine, please know that I am being fully briefed on the feedback
you are providing to the Energy Office and DMR, and I understand your con-
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opinion’s “North Atlantic Right Whale Conservation Framework.”
“It is clear that NMFS has heard MLA’s concerns that shutting down the lobster fishery would be devasting for Maine and our coastal communities,” said
Patrice McCarron, executive director of the Maine lobstermen’s Association.
“NMFS has provided a path to keep the fishery going for another five years.
Beyond that, however, it is inconceivable how our fisheries would survive a
98% cumulative risk reduction by 2030.”
The proposed rule amending the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan
The first step in the draft biological opinion’s Conservation Framework is adoption of NMFS’s Proposed Rule in 2021. The Proposed Rule, which was presented
to the public at four virtual meetings in January, results in at least a 60% reduction of entanglement risk of right whales by the lobster and Jonah crab fishery.
NMFS has stated that it will reconvene the Take Reduction Team to address
the risk of whale entanglement from the gillnet fishery and other Atlantic trap/
pot fisheries in 2021 in order to fulfill Phase 2 of the Conservation Framework.

trawl based on distance from shore. Lobstermen operating from the exemption
line to 3 nautical miles (nm), or the sliver, would increase from two traps per
trawl to three. Those fishing from 3 to 6 nautical miles would increase from
three traps per trawl to eight; from 6 to 12 miles would increase from 10 trap
trawls to 15; and outside of 12 miles would increase from 15 to 20-trap trawls
to 25-trap trawls. Area 3 fishermen would increase from 20 to 45-trap trawls.
Maine’s proposal to allow lobstermen to split trawls in half using only one endline is not included in the federal proposal.
Area 1 lobstermen fishing in non-exempt waters would also be required to add
weak points in all vertical lines. Lobstermen setting gear from the exemption
line to 12 nm would add two weak points, at one quarter and halfway down
the line; lobstermen fishing outside of 12 miles would add one weak point onethird of the way down the line. Area 3 lobstermen would be required to fish one
weak endline per trawl comprised of 75% weak rope.

The Proposed Rule includes a variety of whale conservation measures, the
majority of which were put forward by the states and Area 3 fishermen. For
Maine lobstermen most of the measures, such as modifications in gear marking, trawling up and the use of weak points in vertical lines, were proposed to
NMFS by the Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) and have been
discussed at length. A seasonal closure in the offshore waters of Area 1 and
a push toward ropeless fishing, however, are new proposals and are of grave
concern to many Maine fishermen.
DMR’s proposal for whale rules also included a provision for “conservation
equivalencies.” Such measures would be commensurate with the management
approaches included in the Proposed Rule. DMR held a series of zone council
meetings last fall to finalize conservation equivalency proposals for each lobster zone. While the allowance of conservation equivalencies is not referenced
directly in the Proposed Rule, Colleen Coogan, NMFS Atlantic Large Whale Take
Reduction Plan Coordinator, told an audience of nearly 100 during a January
virtual information meeting on the rules that she expects to receive conservation equivalency proposals from DMR in its comments. NMFS is optimistic that
such proposals can be reviewed for possible inclusion in the Final Rule.
What is in the Proposed Rule
For Maine, the draft whale rules, which apply to lobster gear fished in all nonexempt waters (seaward of the exemption line), include new measures for gear
marking, trawling up based on distance from shore, weak points in vertical
lines and seasonal restricted areas in which ropeless fishing is allowed.
Whale protection measures for lobstermen fishing in Maine’s exempt state waters ( from the exemption line to the shore) would require the addition of one
weak point half-way down the vertical line, and continuation of the new gear
marking implemented by Maine in September 2020. These measures would be
implemented by the state of Maine rather than through the federal whale plan
and are necessary for Maine to reach its 60% risk reduction goal.
For Area 1 lobstermen (Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts) fishing
non-exempt waters, the draft rules propose to increase the number of traps per

Distance
from shore
shore to
exemption line
exemption line
to 3 miles
3 to 6 miles
6 to 12 miles

12+ miles

STATUS
QUO
Implemented
2014
N/A
2’s
3’s
5’s (A,B,C)
10’s (D,E,F,G)
15’s with
20’s (F/G)

1.

2.

1.
2.

3.

3.

Two new restricted areas would be created, open only to fishermen using ropeless gear. The Gulf of Maine Area 1 restricted area would lie offshore along the
Area 1 line, spanning the length of zones C, D, and E from October to January.
The second restricted area lies south of Nantucket Island, from February
and March, when large groups of right whales have gathered there in recent
years. The Proposed Rule also makes changes to existing seasonal closures.
Lobstermen who have been prohibited from setting gear in the Massachusetts
Restricted Area and the Great South Channel Area would be allowed to lobster
in those areas using ropeless gear.
Finally, the Proposed Rule includes a new state-specific gear marking proposal that requires lobstermen in non-exempt waters to mark their vertical lines
with a 3-foot state-specific color within two fathoms of the buoy and with three
12-inch marks at the top, middle and bottom of the line. In addition, there must
be a 6-inch green mark within 12 inches of the 3-foot mark. Under this proposal
Maine gear would be marked with purple, New Hampshire with yellow, Rhode

Summary of Conservation Equivalency Proposals for Maine Lobster Zones
as of October28, 2020
DMR
Zone A
Zone A
Zone B
Zone C
Zone D
Zone E
Proposal
East
West
Submitted Split south of Cross Island
Under
Approved
Approved
Approved
at 67° longitude, 18° min
Dec 2019
Review by ZB
by ZC
by ZD
by ZE
Approved by ZA
Minimum Trawl Length*
status
status quo
status quo
status quo
status quo
status quo
status quo
quo
3’s
3’s
3’s
3’s
2’s
2’s
2’s

Zone F

Zone G

Approved
by ZF

Approved
by ZG

status quo

status quo

3’s

3’s

4’s/8’s
8’s/15’s

10’s/20’s
10’s/20’s

4’s/8’s
8’s/15’s

5’s/10’s
5’s/10’s

5’s/10’s
10’s/20’s

5’s/10’s
5’s/10’s

5’s/10’s
5’s/10’s

5’s/10’s
5’s/10’s

5’s/10’s
10’s/20’s

25’s

25’s

25’s

25’s

20’s

20’s

20’s

25’s

25’s

Nov thru end Feb

*Where two trawling up options are listed, the first (lower number) is limited to one endline, the second (higher number) may have two endlines
Weak Points in Buoy Lines
shore to 3
N/A
1 point
1 point
1 point
1 point
1 point
1 point
1 point
1 point
miles
½ way
½ way
½ way
½ way
½ way
½ way
½ way
½ way
down
down
down
down
down
down
down
down
3 to 12 miles
N/A
2 points
1 point
2 points
2 points ¼ &
2 points
2 points
2 points
1 point
¼&½
1/3 way
¼ & ½ way
½ way
¼ & ½ way
¼ & ½ way
¼ & ½ way
1/3 way
way
down
down
down
down
down
down
down
down
12+ miles
N/A
1 point
1 point
1 point
1 point
2 points
2 points
2 points
2 points
1/3 way
1/3 way
1/3 way
¼ & ½ way
¼ & ½ way
¼ & ½ way
¼ & ½ way
1/3 way
down
down
down
down
down
down
down
down

1 point
½ way
down
1 point
1/3 way
down
Endline 1
1 point 1/3
way down
Endline 2
2 points ¼ &
½ way down
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Island with silver/gray, Massachusetts with red and Area 3 with black. Maine
instituted these gear marking regulations in September 2020.
The draft Biological Opinion
Section 7 of the ESA prevents NMFS from authorizing any federal action, such
as permitting a fishery, that is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of
any endangered or threatened species. Due to the sharp population decline in
right whales, NMFS conducted a Section 7 consultation reviewing ten federal
fisheries to evaluate their effects on North Atlantic right whales as well as other
ESA-listed species. The resulting “Batched Fisheries Biological Opinion” evaluates interactions between NMFS-authorized fishing activities and ESA-listed
species. Its goal is to reduce those interactions and minimize any resulting impacts.
The Conservation Framework included in the draft biological opinion sets a
strategy to reduce risk to right whales by phasing in risk reductions in federal
fisheries over ten years while those fisheries continue to operate. The framework specifically addresses the federal American lobster and Jonah crab fisheries, U.S. gillnet fisheries, and other U.S. Atlantic trap/pot fisheries.
The draft biological opinion recognizes that right whales face myriad threats
which, cumulatively, put the species at “high risk of extinction.” However,
NMFS considers these many threats — such as climate change, small population size, limited genetic diversity, low reproduction, interactions with U.S
and Canadian ships and Canadian fisheries, and entanglement taking place in
U.S. state waters’ fisheries — as part of the baseline of current conditions negatively impacting right whales. The agency considers whether the continuation
of federal fisheries, in addition to these activities, will threaten the survival and
recovery of right whales.
The role of Canadian fisheries, vessel strikes
The draft biological opinion is clear that “Canadian fisheries and vessel strikes
in the U.S. and Canada, puts this population [of right whales] at high risk of
extinction.” Since NMFS declared an Unusual Mortality Event (UME) for right
whales in 2017, 31 right whales have died (as of October 2020). Twenty-one
deaths occurred in Canada, ten of which happened in 2019 after the implementation of Canadian mitigation measures.
In assessing the impacts of U.S. federal fisheries on right whales, NMFS assumes that the “estimated number of right whale M/SIs due to vessel strike
and entanglement that occurred in Canada between 2010 and 2019 continue
to occur in the future… [and] also that M/SI resulting from vessel strikes in U.S.
waters continue to occur.”
“This Conservation Framework takes a conservative approach and plans as if
the Canadian measures are not benefitting the right whale population. As more
information becomes available on risk reductions in Canadian waters and
from other U.S. sources (vessel strikes and state fisheries), the Conservation
Framework may be modified to reduce the degree to which additional measures are needed.”
Deep cuts for U.S. federal fisheries phased in over ten years
NMFS estimates that “entanglements in the [U.S.] federal fisheries… seriously
injure or result in the death an average of approximately five right whales each
year,” a figure much greater than the allowed death rate (Potential Biological
Removal or PBR) of 0.8 annually. NMFS determined in 2019 that the risk of entanglement to the whales from U.S. fishing gear must be reduced by 60% to 80%
through the federal whale plan.
Those reductions fall far short of what is needed, according to the draft biological opinion. “Once the ALWTRP measures are implemented, NMFS estimates
that, without further action, the federal fisheries are anticipated to result in the
death of approximately an annual average of 2.2 right whales (22 right whales
over a 10-year period).”
Additional measures “to ensure the fisheries will not appreciably reduce the
likelihood of the survival and recovery of the species as required by the ESA”
are outlined in the draft biological opinion’s ten-year Conservation Framework.
•

Phase 1 requires the implementation of the draft Proposed Rule to further

to reduce risk to right whales from the northeast lobster and Jonah crab
fisheries by at least 60% in 2021.
•

Phase 2 requires rulemaking to reduce mortality and serious injury (M/SI)
in federal gillnet and other Atlantic coast trap/pot fisheries by 60% in 2023.

•

Phase 3 seeks an additional 60% risk reduction in all federal fixed gear fisheries in 2025

•

Phase 4, if necessary, seeks up to an additional 87% risk reduction in all
federal fixed gear fisheries in 2030.

Th e F r amework r e quires N M FS t o e v aluate t h e r e covery p r ogress o f r i ght
whales and effi cacy of Canadian conservation measures to protect right whales
in 2024 and 2026. If measures outside U.S. federal fi sheries have further reduced
M/SI, Phase 4 of the framework could be reduced to a 28% risk reduction.
Th e C o nservation F r amework a ims t o r e ach a r a te o f o n ly 0 .11 r i ght w h ale
deaths per year within 10 years to support the continued survival and recovery
of the species. NMFS plans three additional rulemakings over a ten-year period, scheduled in 2023, 2025 and 2030. NMFS hopes to quantify risk reductions
achieved in Canada and potential improvements in the population through the
two scheduled evaluations in 2024 and 2026 to determine “to what extent the
fourth and fi nal rulemaking needs to be implemented.”
Th e future of the North Atlantic right whale population
Where did these new risk reduction mandates come from? NMFS has created
a new right whale population model to assess the impact of the continued operation of U.S. federal fi s h eries o n t h e s urvival a n d r ecovery o f r i ght w hales.
According to this model, the long-term recovery prospects for right whales
over the next 50 years are grim. Th e model considered three scenarios.
Under the fi rst scenario, NMFS assumes that all U.S. federal fi xed gear fi she ries
are shut down. Th e m odel p redicts t hat w ith a c o mplete fi sh eries sh utdown
(lobster, Jonah crab, gillnet and other trap/pot fi sheries) the right whale population will continue to decline because the whales continue to die from vessel
strikes and entanglement in Canadian fi sheries, and reproduction remains low.
Scenario one predicts the loss of 64 females from the population over 50 years.
Under the second scenario, NMFS assumes that federal fixed gear fisheries
continue to operate under the constraints of the Conservation Framework. The
model predicts that the right whale population will decline slightly more than
it would with a full shutdown of those fisheries. Scenario two predicts the loss of
69 females from the population over 50 years.
NMFS concludes that the federal fixed gear fisheries can continue to
operate with the Conservation Framework in place because a full shut down
of the fishery will result in only minimal gains to the right whale popula-tion.
“The proposed action [implementation of Conservation Framework] will
result in a loss of approximately 13 right whales (5 females) compared to the
no federal fisheries scenario over a 50-year time period.”
“Given all of the available data, it is logical to conclude that right whale entanglements due to the operation of the federal fisheries does not represent an appreciable reduction in the likelihood of survival and recovery of North Atlantic
right whales compared to the no federal fishery scenario. Therefore, we believe
that the proposed action, including the implementation of the Framework, is
not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of North Atlantic right whales”.
Can right whales be saved?
According to NMFS, right whale recovery is possible. Despite the current challenges facing right whales, the population grew from 162 right whales (63 females) in 1980 to a peak of 481 (200 females) in 2011.
U.S. fishermen cannot recover the species on their own. Right whales can only
recover if all human threats to right whales, particularly vessel strikes and
Canadian fisheries, are reduced.
NMFS considered a third modelling scenario which assumes that both the U.S. and
Canada implement the Conservation Framework. The model predicts that when
both countries take equivalent action, the right whale population will increase.
Scenario three predicts an increase of 24 females to the population over 50 years.

Framework actions and associated reductions in M/SI (mortality or serious injury) Table 79, draft Batched Fisheries Biological Opinion
Action

M/SI reductions in federal fisheries

Phase 1 (Current TRT Reduce M/SI in pot/trap gear by 56.8%
rulemaking Action)
Phase 2
Reduce M/SI in gillnet gear by 60%
Phase 3
Reduce M/SI in fixed gear fisheries by 60%
Phase 4

Reduce M/SI in fixed gear fisheries by 87%

M/SI in federal fisheries prior to the action,:
4.94 (4.82 in pot/trap and 0.125 in gillnet)
2.2 (2.08 in pot/trap and 0.125 in gillnet)
2.13 (across the gillnet and pot/trap
fisheries)
0.85 (across the gillnet and pot/trap
fisheries)

M/SI in federal fisheries after the action,
2.2 (2.08 in pot/trap and 0.125 in gillnet)
2.13 (2.08 in pot/trap and 0.05 in gillnet)
0.85 (across the gillnet and pot/trap fisheries)
0.11 (across the gillnet and pot/trap fisheries)
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Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

In response to COVID-19,
the MLA has suspended
all in-person meetings. The
Board is meeting virtually
every two weeks.

I looked forward to turning the calendar on 2020. 2021 of
course would be better; how can it not be?

but the Biological Opinion will require that the rule be put
in place in order to continue to permit the fishery.

The lobster industry has plenty of reason to feel hopeful.
The lobster resource remains healthy, the fishery is sustainable, and markets did not collapse during the pandemic. Lobstermen qualified for several pandemic aid programs to help make up for the softening of lobster prices.
Most importantly, Maine lobstermen got to be at sea and
do what they love.

And that’s just phase 1 of what we need to do to keep the
lobster fishery open. The draft Biological Opinion contains
three additional phases, each with its own risk reduction
target, to be implemented over a 10-year period. It will
require gillnetters and other trap/pot fishermen to make
their own 60% risk reductions in 2023 (phase 2). After that,
all federal fixed gear fisheries will go through a second
round of 60% risk reduction in 2025 (phase 3), and then a
final 87% risk reduction in 2030 (phase 4).

The Maine lobster fishery has faced its fair share of obstacles over the years, but always seems to land on its feet.
Maine’s sustainable fishing practices have gone a long way in
providing a safety net for lobstermen in the face of so many
environmental and regulatory changes. Maine’s lobster dealers have remained nimble despite trade wars and unstable
markets. They have developed new markets and product innovations to ensure our highly perishable product makes it
to consumers. Bait suppliers have come through as well. In
the face of historic declines in the herring population, Maine
lobstermen have retained access to a steady bait supply.
Overcoming any of these issues would have seemed impossible a decade ago. Yet we have
made it through.
The MLA has been there through
it all, fighting to keep Maine lobstermen fishing and our coastal
communities strong. There is
a resiliency to this industry
that brings us together to pull
through the hard times.

This equates to a 98% risk reduction for the lobster fishery,
as well as the gillnet and other trap/pot fisheries!
The worst of this plan is that it does so little for the right
whale population. NMFS uses a computer model to predict the effects of measures outlined in the draft Biological
Opinion on right whales over 50 years. In one scenario,
NMFS assumes that all U.S. fixed gear fisheries are shut
down – no one fishes in federal waters. The model predicts that with a complete shutdown of the lobster, Jonah
crab, gillnet and other trap/pot fisheries, the right whale
population will continue to decline due to other factors, such
as vessel strikes and entanglement in Canadian fisheries gear,
and reproductive failure. In this
scenario, the model predicts the
death of 64 female right whales
over 50 years.

Enter 2021. A year of new opportunities, I hope. A year of unprecedented challenges, I know.
What has me so worried? The
two Ws — wind and whales.
Both of these issues pose an
existential threat to our industry.

NMFS’s Biological Opinion presents a
threat like no other to Maine lobstermen.
Photo courtesy of Maine Coast Fishermen’s
Association.

Why I am worried about offshore wind energy development? Because there is an implicit assumption and belief that
offshore wind farms will provide an affordable source of renewable energy while creating new green jobs in harmony
with the state’s fishing economy. I’ve learned just enough
about offshore wind development in the past few years to
be dangerous, and I truly believe that we are being sold a
bill of goods from large international corporations.

As I said in a recent press statement, the state should be
wary of trading its fishing heritage by entering a race to fulfill the empty promises from international energy companies. The best-case scenario for future offshore wind projects would mean siting wind farms to minimize impacts
on the fishing industry and the environment, followed by
a compensation package for fishermen who are harmed.
The bottom line is that development of offshore wind will
require that we put a price tag on our fishing heritage and
let large energy companies buy it off, piece by piece, as they
industrialize the ocean. This is not a vision I can support
for our industry.
And then there are the right whales… how worried should
we be? If you asked me that in December, I would have
been cautiously optimistic that reason would prevail at
NMFS and that there would be a way through for the lobster fishery, as we know it, to continue. However, the publication in January of the draft Biological Opinion, required
under the ESA, has been a game-changer.
Under the draft Biological Opinion, NMFS can continue to
permit the federal lobster fishery only if the Proposed Rule
from NMFS is implemented 2021. The Proposed Rule contains measure to hit the 60% risk reduction target set by
NMFS. We don’t like the target and we’ve been fighting it,

The next scenario assumes that
federal fixed gear fisheries continue to operate, but under the
ever-tightening risk reduction
targets of the draft Biological
Opinion. In this case, the agency’s model predicts that after 50
years the right whale population
has declined and suffered a loss
69 females. Five more whales,
according to the model, than
if there were a full shutdown of
fixed gear fisheries.

So what’s the point of all this? And what are the long-term
ramifications for Maine’s lobstermen and their communities if the sequential phases of the draft Biological Opinion
slowly snuff out a sustainable fishery for which little evidence exists of its harming right whales?
Who will ensure that, before the last lobsterman brings his
boat to the beach, the Canadian federal government puts
in place regulations to protect right whales that are at least
as stringent as ours?
NMFS’s computer model offers a third scenario forecasting the future of right whales that assumes both the U.S.
and Canada implement the measures contained within the
draft Biological Opinion. It predicts that when both countries take equivalent action, the right whale population
will increase. Within fifty years’ time, 24 females would be
added to the current population.
MLA has been saying it for years, and now NMFS has quantified it. Maine lobstermen cannot save right whales by
themselves. If right whales are going to rebuild to a robust
population, as they did until 2010, all the actors in this unfurling tragedy must take action. The burden must not rest
solely on the backs of lobstermen, crab fishermen, gillnetters and other trap or pot fishermen.
I am forever an optimist, but the issues we are facing in 2021
are keeping me awake at night. We again must marshal the
troops and organize our allies in yet another battle to remain on the water, as we have done so many times before.
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA DIRECTORS MEETING

tion in 2030.

The MLA Board of Directors met on January 14 via video conference. The MLA
plans to hold its Annual Meeting on Friday, March 5 in an online format. During
the meeting the MLA will provide updates to members on whale rules and proposals for offshore wind in the Gulf of Maine; members will elect new directors
to the board. More details will follow as plans for this meeting are finalized.

To make matters worse, NMFS has concluded that the right whale population
will continue to decline after these measures are implemented. In fact, NMFS
has concluded that the right whale population would continue to decline even
if all federal fixed gear fisheries were shut down. NMFS’s model shows that the
only way for the right whale population to rebound would be for the U.S. and
Canada to implement the same Conservation Framework for fixed gear fisheries in both countries.

The directors discussed NMFS’s Proposed Rule amending the Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Plan. The board is concerned that NMFS has poorly understood the impacts of the proposed management measures on Maine fishermen, particularly a planned offshore closure area. The board stressed the need
to push NMFS to keep the rules as flexible as possible to allow fishing operations to choose the most feasible methods to achieve the conservation goals.
NMFS is holding information meetings on the whale rules in January and four
online public hearings in February. Comments are due by March 1.
The MLA continues to monitor offshore wind developments in the Gulf of
Maine, including the Governor Mills’ proposal to build a wind research array
and the New England AquaVentus project off Monhegan Island which would
be connected to shore. The MLA is working with a coalition of Maine fishing
groups to ensure the state’s fishing industries have a united, strong and credible voice in this process. The group send a letter to Governor Mills in January
outlining its concerns with regard to offshore wind. The MLA board is scheduled to continue discussions at its next meeting scheduled for January 27.

NMFS will be soliciting feedback on the Biological Opinion from the New
England Fishery Management Council on January 28 and Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission on February 2. The draft Biological Opinion is available
for review until February 19, 2021. Comments and relevant information and
feedback can be provided to nmfs.gar.fisheriesbiopfeedback@noaa.gov.
14 RIGHT WHALE CALVES SEEN ALREADY
The year is off to a good start for North Atlantic right whales with the birth of
14 calves reported as of January 21. The mother/calf pairs have been sighted in
the waters off Florida and Georgia. According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, more than 65 North Atlantic right whales have
been sighted from North Carolina to Florida so far this winter, including the
newborns. Researchers spotted 10 calves during the 2020 season and seven
in 2019. The right whale’s calving season begins in mid-November and runs
through mid-April.

PROPOSED WHALE RULE CONSERVATION MEASURES
As many anticipated, in its draft whale rules NMFS selected conservation
measures proposed by the states. The agency, however, also added two new
closures and a significant push for ropeless fishing.
For Maine lobstermen, the Proposed Rule includes the trawling up measures,
inclusion of weak points in vertical lines and gear marking put forward by
Maine DMR. The draft rules do not include two of DMR’s proposals -- a provision to allow conservation equivalencies from Maine’s lobster zones or the
ability for lobstermen to break trawls in half with only one endline. To the dismay of many, NMFS has added a very large restricted area offshore along the
length of Zones D, E and F along the Area 1 line where buoy lines would be
prohibited but ‘ropeless’ gear would be allowed.
In mid-January, NMFS held four informational meetings to provide an overview of the Proposed Rule and answer questions. Each of the meetings drew
a mix of environmental groups, fishermen, government agency staff and the
public. The two meetings focused on Maine drew the largest audiences. Maine
lobstermen had many questions about where the closure idea came from and
the data it is based on. Fishermen were concerned that NMFS underestimated
the importance and value of these fishing grounds for Maine’s offshore fleet
and overestimated the presence of whales in the area.
Lobstermen are strongly encouraged to review the rule, or at least the summary of the rule, and submit feedback to NMFS in writing by March 1. Fishermen
can also attend an online public hearing in February. It is important for NMFS
to have accurate information on what it will cost lobstermen to implement
these measures and how these rules will affect business operations, profits and
safety. It is also important for NMFS to understand the importance of making
the rules as flexible as possible to allow individual fishing operations to implement the rules in a manner that is least harmful to each business. Specifically,
NMFS should allow for conservation equivalencies and allow fishermen to
break large trawls in half with one endline.
NMFS will hold four virtual public hearings to accept public comment on
February 16, 17, 23 and 24 at 6:30 pm. Written comments must be received by
March 1 through www.regulations.gov; ID number NOAA-NMFS-2020-0031.
The Proposed Rule, DEIS and other information can be found on NMFS website at www.fisheries.noaa.gov/ALWTRP. Questions can be directed to Colleen
Coogan at 978-281-9181 or colleen.coogan@noaa.gov.
DRAFT BIOLOGICAL OPINION PUBLISHED
On January 15, NMFS released its draft Biological Opinion, required under
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. The good news is that NMFS concluded that with the implementation of the Conservation Framework, the continuation of the lobster fishery does not jeopardize the survival or recovery of
right whales.
As part of that Conservation Framework, the lobster fishery would be required
to implement NMFS’s Proposed whale rules in 2021. No additional measures
are anticipated before 2025. The bad news is that the Conservation Framework
is a strict 10-year plan that would require all U.S. fixed gear fisheries to reduce
risk by 60% (lobster in 2021, gillnet and other U.S. trap/pot fisheries in 2023),
followed by another 60% risk reduction in 2025, and another 87% risk reduc-

MASSACHUSETTS LAUNCHES ‘ROPELESS’ FISHING GEAR
FEASIBILITY STUDY
The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) has launched a project
to assess ‘ropeless’ fishing gear in the New England lobster fishery. Dozens of
fishermen, technologists, policy experts, and scientists will be interviewed to
fully evaluate the challenges and opportunities of the new gear. The project
is funded in part by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation in partnership
with NOAA.
‘Ropeless’ gear uses high-tech alternatives to the traditional buoy line equipment used in lobster, crab, fish pot and some groundfish fisheries. Most types
of ropeless gear are designed to prevent entanglements with marine mammals
by using submerged buoys activated by time-release mechanisms or signals
transmitted from the surface. Prior research on ropeless gear has focused on
the mitigation of risk to endangered marine species, however there is still much
to learn about the technological, legal, and regulatory aspects of ropeless gear
as well as operational and economic features. This project will produce a set of
recommendations for future policy development and possible implementation.
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS SUE OVER VESSEL STRIKES
Four environmental groups have once again joined forces to sue NMFS for failing
to respond to two rulemaking petitions, filed in 2012 and 2020, to protect right
whales from being run over and killed by ships and boats in U.S. waters. The lawsuit, filed under the Administrative Procedures Act in Washington, D.C. federal
district court, calls for more speed limits to reduce the number of vessel strikes.
The petitioners ask NMFS to expand the areas and times when its existing 10knot speed-limit rule applies, to make all voluntary vessel-speed restrictions
mandatory, and to apply the rule to small vessels (shorter than 65 feet) as well
as large ones to avoid collisions that kill and injure right whales. The existing
speed rule applies only to vessels 65 feet and greater and sets seasonal speed
limits off Massachusetts, the mid-Atlantic and the whales’ calving grounds in
Georgia and Florida. It also establishes a voluntary, dynamic management system whereby vessel operators are asked, but not required, to slow to 10 knots or
less when a group of three or more right whales is seen in an area.
Just over half of known or suspected right whale deaths since 2017 have been
attributed to vessel strikes. In just the past year, two of only 10 right whales
calves born were killed by vessel strikes off the coasts of Florida and New Jersey.
MAINE OFFSHORE WIND UPDATES
The MLA has teamed up with several fishing industry associations to ensure that
Maine’s fishing community speaks with a united voice regarding the development of offshore wind. The group sent a letter to Governor Mills in January outlining its worry that offshore wind will harm Maine’s fishing industries and requesting that the Governor slow the pace of the research project, review Maine’s
statutes regulating the development of offshore wind, and focus more attention
on ensuring adequate research and stakeholder input on these projects.
Continued on page 10
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA continued from page 9

130TH LEGISLATURE UNDERWAY
The first regular session of the 130th Legislature convened in December and
must complete its work by June 16, 2021. The Senate is led by President Troy
Jackson and the House of Representatives by Speaker Ryan Fecteau. The House
consists of 151 members (80 Democrats, 66 Republicans, 6 Independents, and
4 Independents and 1Libertarian). The Senate consists of 35 members (21
Democrats and 13 Republicans and 1 vacancy).
Maine’s Marine Resources Committee is chaired by Senator David Miramant of
Camden and Representative Jay McCreight of Harpswell. The Committee is composed of 13 members; eight served on the committee during the previous session
and five are new. Ten members are from coastal areas and four are fishermen.

Rep. Jay McCreight, left, and Sen.
David Miramant, right, will co-chair
the Marine Resources Committee.
Due to COVID, the state Capitol complex is not holding in-person meetings;
all public hearings will be conducted electronically. Committee meetings may
be heard at www.mainelegislature.org or viewed at www.youtube.com/mainestatelegislature. You must register in advance to provide public testimony. To
provide oral testimony, register no later than 30 minutes prior to the posted
start time of the meeting; registrations received after that time will be accepted at the discretion of the committee chairs. You can register by emailing or
calling the committee clerk. The Marine Resources Committee clerk is Linda
Lacroix, 287-1338 or MAR@legislature.maine.gov.
A list of bill titles is available. However, the majority have not yet been printed
so the text of these bills is not yet available. Bills that have been printed begin
with “LD.”
LD 106, An Act To Amend Maine’s Aquaculture Leasing and Licensing Statutes
(DMR bill)
LD 77, An Act To Authorize the Department of Marine Resources To Charge an
Application Fee for Entering a Lottery for a Scallop License (DMR bill)
LD 101, An Act To Prohibit Offshore Wind Energy Development (Rep. Faulkingham
of Winter Harbor)
LR 90, An Act To Amend the Law Governing the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative (DMR bill)
LR 91, An Act To Allow the Participation of Marine Patrol Officers in Proceedings
for Administrative Suspension of a License or Certificate (DMR bill)
LR 225, An Act To Allow Commercial Lobster License Holders To Engage in
Demonstration Fishing with a Special Charter License (Rep. Faulkingham of
Winter Harbor)
LR 1701 , An Act To Keep the Maine Lobster Industry Competitive in the Global
Market (Pres. Jackson of Aroostook)
LR 465, An Act To Support the Sustainability of Maine’s Lobster Markets (Rep.
Alley of Beals)
LR 434, An Act To Support Maine’s Sustainable Lobster Fishery (Rep. Alley of Beals)
LR 1262, An Act To Protect Maine’s Waters (Rep. Alley of Beals)
LR 1797, An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Marine Resources (Rep. McCreight
Harpswell)
LR 1567, An Act To Encourage Research To Support the Maine Offshore Wind
Industry (Sen. Lawrence York)
LR 1190, An Act To Ensure Comprehensive Consideration in the Submerged and
Intertidal Lands Leasing Process (Rep. McDonald Genevieve of Stonington)
LR 1638, An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for the Portland Harbor
Commercial Revitalization Project’s Confined Aquatic Disposal Cell and Dredging
Projects (Sen. Chipman of Cumberland)

ROUND 2 - PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM
The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) re-opened in January. According to
the Small Business Administration (SBA), this round of the PPP continues to
prioritize millions of Americans employed by small businesses by authorizing
up to $284 billion toward job retention and certain other expenses through
March 31, 2021, and by allowing certain existing PPP borrowers to apply for a
Second Draw PPP Loan.
Key updates to the program include:
•

PPP borrowers can set their PPP loan’s covered period to be any length between 8 and 24 weeks to best meet their business needs;

•

PPP loans will cover additional expenses, including operations expenditures, property damage costs, supplier costs, and worker protection expenditures;

•

The Program’s eligibility is expanded to include 501(c)(6)s, housing cooperatives, destination marketing organizations, among other types of organizations;

•

The PPP provides greater flexibility for seasonal employees;

•

Certain existing PPP borrowers can request to modify their First Draw PPP
Loan amount; and

•

Certain existing PPP borrowers are now eligible to apply for a Second Draw
PPP Loan.

A borrower is generally eligible for a Second Draw PPP Loan if the borrower:
•

Previously received a First Draw PPP Loan and will or has used the full
amount only for authorized uses;

•

Has no more than 300 employees; and

•

Can demonstrate at least a 25% reduction in gross receipts between comparable quarters in 2019 and 2020.

Many thanks to thesHÀQHEXVLQHVVHV
WKH0/$·V.HHSHUPHPEHUV
Accutech Marine
Propellor

Inland Seafood

Atlantic Bug Bait

Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts

Bar Harbor Bank &
Trust

Interstate Lobster Co.

Island Fishermen’s
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Wives

New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.
Northeast Marine Survey
Novatec Braids LTD
Pack Edge

Beals Lobster Pier

Jack’s Lobster Shack

Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Bell Power Systems

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Berman Simmons, Attny Journey’s End Marina

Polyform US

Bowdoin College
Dining Services

Kip’s Seafood

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Chapman & Chapman

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc. Port Lobster Co.
Power Product Systems
M&B Fish Co.

Chase Leavitt

Lobster Trap Co.

Coastal Documentation II Machias Savings Bank
Conary Cove Lobster Co. Maine Center for
Downeast Boat Co.

Coastal Fisheries

F.A. Peabody Insurance Maine Financial Group
Farrin’s Boatshop
Finestkind Scenic
Cruises

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative
Superior Marine
Products

Maine Sea Grant

Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative

F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.
Georgetown Fishermen’s Cooperative

0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH
Survival Training

Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation

Midcoast Marine Supply
Navroc Marine Electronics

Guy Cotten, Inc.

Net Your Problem

Infab Refractories Inc.

Rope Razor

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
Marine Hydraulic
Engineering Co. Inc.

First National Bank

Riverdale Mills

Twin City Financial
Group
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Cooperative
:LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
Worcesters Lobster Bait
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Tax Accounting
56 Main St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave.
Farmindale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
john@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bring It Inc.
PO Box 161
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-598-8818
bdurkee24@gmail.com
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Channel Bait
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members
ELECTRONICS
Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.
Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
Kittery: 439-1133
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen
Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com
FUEL

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com
GIFTS

Old School Pig Hide
31 Number Nine Rd.
Cutler, ME 04626 207-812-5211
oldschooltrcking2@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket for MLA members

Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

HYDRAULICS

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Bar Harbor Whale Watch Company
Julie Taylor
1 West St.
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 888-942-5374
info@barharborwhales.com
www.barharborwhales.com

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
Woods Hole Group
Nick Salvi
107 Waterhouse Rd
Bourne, MA 02532
508-540-8080
fishingsales@woodsholegroup.com
www.woodsholegroup.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

INSURANCE

MARINE ENGINES

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757 508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller
Ron Peck
9 Appollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
www.neprop.com
Discount on Marine propellers, shafting & related items, sales and repairs

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062 207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
South Portland & Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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BUY AMERICAN
BUY AQUAMESH®

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

Artwork courtesy of Joe Higgins of Fished Impressions

SINCE 1907

1.800.762.6374 • www.riverdale.com • sales@riverdale.com

HAMILTON
Easy

can help!

Call 800-639-2715 or visit

hamiltonmarine.com
to order today!

one-stop
shopping!
We have a 16,000 sq. ft. warehouse
in Searsport stocked full of the gear
CPFUWRRNKGU/CKPGƂUJGTOGPWUG
to earn their living.

KITTERY PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SW HARBOR JONESPORT
2JQVQD[9C[PG*COKNVQP

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

The Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
offers kudos to the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association for their determined efforts
against unfair whale regulations.
The MLCA would also like to express
appreciation to all the harvesters, businesses
and community members who donated so
generously to the MLAs
MLA’s Legal De
Defense Fund.

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
PO Box 315 , Kennebunk ME 04043
207-967-4555 www.mlcalliance.org

• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com
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BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME
(207) 434-5791

Portland, ME
(800) 244-8727

Thomaston, ME
(800) 426-4526

West Bath, ME
(855) 840-6027

Wakefield, RI
(401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!
Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM

DMR Ventless Lobster Trap Study
Collaborative Fisheries Research
Study Goal

Contracted Boats

The Ventless Lobster Trap Study, conducted by the Maine Department
of Marine Resources (DMR) every year from June to August since
2006, is a collaborative research effort between industry and scientists
in which juvenile lobster data are collected to be used in the stock
assessment.

Project Objectives

OPEN
FOR
BID

1) Characterize juvenile lobster relative abundance & size-distribution,
2) Determine which environmental factors may influence lobster
distribution,
3) Promote collaboration between fishermen and DMR scientists,
4) Encourage industry participation in the lobster stock assessment
process.

Canadian Border
– Addison

OPEN
FOR
BID

Addison – MDI

S. Penobscot Bay
Capt Ladd Olson
F/V Mary Margaret

Capt Joe Locurto
F/V Jasmine Marie

Study Design
The Gulf of Maine is divided into three federal statistical areas. Sites
are randomly selected in each area and 3 ventless traps will be
deployed at each of the 276 total sites. Survey gear is tended by
contracted lobstermen who are selected by competitive bid. All survey
gear will have bright orange poly buoys marked with DMR contact
information. This is a fishery independent study and DMR staff will be
onboard each trip to measure lobsters. All lobsters will be discarded.
For more info: http://www.maine.gov/dmr/about/rfps.html

Questions? Contact:

State of Maine

Matthew Davis
Survey Coordinator
Matthew.M.Davis@Maine.gov
Cell: (207) 592-2339
Kathleen Reardon
Senior Lobster Biologist
Kathleen.Reardon@Maine.gov
Cell: (207) 350-7440

Muscongus Bay
Capt Mike Dawson
F/V Lisabeth Ann

MDI – Isle au
Haut
Capt’s Elijah &
Joshua Joyce
F/V Atonement

Pemaquid –
Casco Bay
Capt Terry Lagasse
F/V Bossy Lady II

Ellsworth
Belfast

Casco Bay
Capt Justin Papkee
F/V Pull N Pray

511
512

Portland

513

Gulf of Maine
A research collaboration between DMR and GOMLF

N. Penobscot Bay

OPEN
FOR
BID

Cape Elizabeth –
NH Border
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$100 - $299 cont’d

Gifts $50,000 & above

Gifts $1,000 - $4,999 con’t

Donald Sussman

NE Marine & Industrial Inc
NH Commercial Fishermen’s
Assoc.
Peter & Susan Nitze*
Matthew Nowell*
Alfred Osgood*
Justin Osgood*
Jay & Lynn Perrotta (haircut)
Peter Philbrook*
Josh Polk*
Harold Poole*
James Poole*
Kristan L Porter*
Royal River Boat Repair, Inc
Tristan Salman*
Mark Sewall*
Jeromy Simmons*
Jay Smith Jr*
Smithwick & Mariners Ins.
So Bristol Fishermen’s Co-op
Sorrento Seafood
The Spear Family
John Stanley*
Starlight Inc.
Stonington Lobster Co-op
Town of Stonington
David A Thomas*
Alex Todd*
Vessel Services Inc.
Southern Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
Richard Wall*
Keith Wallace*
Ronald T Watkinson*
Ted Weber*
Willard Webster*
Thomas Werner*
Jeff White*
John and Judy Williams*
Bob Williams*
Gregg Whitton*
York Harbor Lobstermen
Justin J Wright*
Julian Zuke*

Gifts $10,000 - $49,999
Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Brooks Trap Mill
Colby & Gale
Machias Savings Bank

Gifts $5,000 - $9,999
Alec Phippenz
Abraham Philbrookz
Beals-Jonesport Co-op Inc
Cape Porpoise Lobstermen
Corea Lobster Co-op
Hamilton Marine (tee shirts)
Rockland Lobster Boat Races
Spruce Hd Fishermen’s Co-op
Swans Isl. Fishermen’s Co-op
Western Sea Inc.
York Lobstermen's Assoc.

Gifts $1,000 - $4,999
Jeremy S Alley*
Jeremy Alley*
Atwood Lobster Co
Bangor Savings Bank
Rachel Bishop*
Billings Marine Service
Bramhall’s Lobster Wharf
Jarod Bray*
Bring It Inc.
Carter’s Lobsters
Larry Coombs*
Bruce Crowley*
Dustin Delano*
Delano Seafood Shack
Wayne Delano*
Jeffrey A Donnell*
Zachary R Donnell*
Phillip Doucette*
Dysarts
Eric Emmons*
Elizabeth Fenwick*
First National Bank
Fisherman’s Heritage Lobster
Co-op
Michael Flanigan*
Edward N Foye*
Frenchboro Lobstermen
Stephen Gatcomb*
Rudi Graf*
Gillespie Marine LLC
Benjamin Heanssler*
Michael Hunt*
Sam Hyler*
Bobby Ingalls*
Journey’s End Marina
Stephen Lash*
Lee Marine
Nicholas Lemieux*
Jeff Libby*
Ian Lussier*
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Assc.
Jack Merrill III*
Jim Merriman*
Midcoast Marine Supply
Tad Miller*
Mary Olsen- Moody’s Gifts
Navroc Marine Electronics

Gifts $500 - $999
Adventure Advertising of Maine
(tee-shirt sales)
Brian Alley
Joshua Ames
David Barker
Rex Benner
Mark Bennett
Randall Betts
Joel Billings
Brian Billings
David F Black
Gordon Bok
W. Kennedy Boone III
Steve Budrow
Dwight Carver
China Hill Restaurant & Bar
Jason Chipman
Herman Coombs
David Cousens
Laurie Crane
CSM, Inc.
John Daggett
George Dow

$500 - $999 cont’d
Jim Dow
Travis Doughty
John Drouin
Robert L Donnell
James Ellsworth
Bruce W Fernald
Green Flash Fisheries
Edward D Grant
Bill Grindle
Chris Guilford
Earl Hamilton
Eugene Harrington
Erick Harjula
Joshua Hatch
Andrew Hawke
Nicholas Hawke
Shawn Howard
Richard Howland
David Hunt & Jane Richardson
Bobby Ingalls
Charles Ingalls
Alan Inzerillo
Island Fishermen’s Wives
Michael Jennings
Stuart Jones
Mark Jones
Clayton Joyce
Kennedy Marine, Inc
J Edward Knight Insurance
Agency
Michael Kramp
Keith Lane
Craig Lazaro
Joseph C Locurto
Travis Lunt
Douglas McLennan
Johnny McCarthy
Joshua Miller
Midcoast Diesel Performance
Midcoast Marine Supply
Moody’s Gifts (tee shirts)
New Harbor Lobster Co-op
Northeast Marine Survey
Cody Nunan
Christopher Nunan
Ladd Olsen
Tara Perez
Luke Philbrook
Micah Philbrook
Mike Philbrook
Woodbury A Post
Prien Fish & Lobster
Michael S Prior
Jeffrey Putnam
William Putnam
Lawrence Pye
RDR Lobster & Shellfish, LLC
Sam Rosen
Rugged Seas, Inc.
Matt Samuels
Ryan & Laurie Schoppee
John Sieders
Joseph Staples
Spruce Head Marine
David A Sullivan
David Tarr
Tranzon Auction House
Brian Tripp
John J Tripp

$500 - $999 cont’d
Michael Tripp
Jim Tripp
True North Fisheries
Vinalhaven Fishermens Co-Op
Richard Wall
Harlan Warren
Weirs Motor Sales, Inc.
Chris Welch
W.A. Fasteners
Dale Weeks
William Whitman
Peter Wildes
Eben Wilson
Winter Hrbr Fishermen's Co-op
Bernd Wolff
Donald Young
Jack Young
Leonard Young
Linda Zuke

Gifts $300 - $499
Patrick Annis
Bob Baines
Jeff & Lindsay Alley
Chris Arapoglou
Cole Baines
Jude Berry
Mary Blackmore & Sally Haskell
Laurin Brooks
David Bullwinkle
E. Vance Bunker
Mark Cheney
Tyler Cheney
Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co
-op
Roger Chipman
Martha T Dudman
Timothy Dyer
John Fenwick
Adam Gamage
Gail Gamage
Frank J Gotwals
John C Griffin
Edward Hutchins II
John’s Bay Boat
Donald Jones
‘Keag Store
William D McLain
Jim McMillan
Steve N Miller
David Neubig
Adam Scott
Sea Crow Company
Sherman Stanley
Charles H Tarbox
Welch Engineering
Blaine C White
Kurt Winters
Jason Zanke

Gifts $100 - $299
Charles Alley
Jason Alley
Jeffrey D Alley
Leigh Alley
Rick Alley Jr
Stefanie Alley
Timothy Alley

Daniel L Ames
Lawrence Ames
Herman Anderson Jr.
George P Andrews
Mike Arsenault
Elaine Dembows
Atmoscaper Design
John Bacon
Andrew Balser
Michael Balser
William Banfield
Larry Barker
Foster Bartovics
Derrick L Beal
Farrell Beal
Glenda Beal
Oscar Beal
Robert L Beal
Walter Bell
John Benning
Glenn Billings
Arthur Billings
Timothy Black
Blaine E Blackmore
Scott Blackmore
James Bourque
Phillip Bozenhard
Hugh Bowen
Kent Bradstreet
Eric Brazer
Amy Brazier
Peter W Brewer
Foy W Brown
Robert Brown
Norman Burns
Stephen Burns
Greg Bryer and Gerri Pattison
Peter W Brewer
Wayne Canning
John W Chipman
John Clinton
Daniel S Clough
Jeffrey Cockburn
Wesley Coffin
Philip R Condon
Jocelyne Coombs
Riley Coombs
Walter Coombs
Dylan Connor
Marilyn Crowell
Dennis Davis
Eric Davis
Walter Day
Alex De Koning
Fiona De Koning
Elaine Dembowski
Charles Dillon
Charles Dodge
Benjamin A Doliber
Jerry Doughty
Forrest Dow
Downeast Fishing Gear
Edgar Drew
Jordan Drouin
Earth and Water Group
Anne Eggers
Betsy Eggers
Peter Emerson
Kyle Emmons
Michael Emmons
Doris Ewing
Nathan Fagonde
A. Michael Faulkingham
Continued on the next page
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$100 - $299 cont’d
Michael G Faulkingham
Nick Faulkingham
Mary L Fay
Mark Fernald
Michael G Floyd
Donald Foye
Friendship Lobster Boat Race
Committee
F/V Theresa K
Spencer Gamage
Charles Gebhardt
Ryan Geel
George’s River Canvas
Jay Glover
John Glover
Kevin Glover
Alan Gnutti
Sheldon Goldthwait Jr
Alexander Gonzalez
Chris Goodale
Jeffrey Grey
Kate Grifn & Rich Leidinger
Joe Guttentag
Kendall Hall
Jamien Hallowell
Samuel Harrington
Travis Harrington
Jessica Hathaway
Andrew Havener
Gregory D Havener
Wayne Havener
Gary E. Hawkes
Bruce Heanssler
Richard & Bonnie Heanssler
Jim Henderson
Christopher Herring
Todd Hubbard
Island Fishing Gear & Napa
Auto Parts
Island Lobster Supply
Frederika Jenner
Chris Jenness
Angela Johnson
David Johnson
Ezra Johnson
Lincoln Johnson
Rachel Johnson
Robert P Johnson
Vernon Johnson
Heather Jones
Keith Jordan
Samuel Joy
Carlton Joyce
Jason Joyce
Spencer Joyce
Jeff Kaelin
David Kaselauskas
Roger Kellett
Christopher Kelsey
Irene Kennedy
Sharon Kern
Rodney & Marcia King
Arnold Kinney
Scott S Kittredge
Knight Marine Service
Matthew D Knowlton
Dana Knudsen
Kris Koerber
Kyle Koerber
Isaac Lash
Barbara Lawrence
Edwin G Lawson
Gene Lazaro
Burton R Leach
Garrett Lemoine
Letteny Financial Advisors

$100 - $299 cont’d
Robert Levine
Heather Lewis
Little Cranberry Retail Store
Staff
K Prescott Low
Nathaniel Lyon
Carol MacLeod
John Mahany
David Mahonen
Frank Maltais
Jason Mann
Thomas Marr
John Marsh
Jason Matthews
William R Matthews
Adam McAfee
Genevieve McDonald
Michael McDonough
Thomas McLennan—for Jay

Perrotta ‘s High &Tight
James R McMahan Jr
Robert McMahan
McSea Books– from sales of
“How to Catch a Lobster”
Alice McWilliams
Zachary Means
Keith Miller
Daniel Miller
Peter Miller
Ryan Miller
Edward and Mary Mitchell
William Moore
Miss Madisyn LLC
Jonathan Murphy
Karl Murphy
Peter Murphy
Nancy J Inc
Anonymous
Richard C Nelson
Mike Norcia
Chelsea Nunan
Cooper Nunan
Mark Nystrom
George E Olsen
Travis & Keith Otis
Philip D Page
Michael Parenteau
H. Parsons
Timothy Peabody
Nicolas Pellechia
Antonina Pelletier
Jay Perrotta—for Travis Otis’
shorn curly locks
Edward Perry
Clayton Philbrook
Penobscot Bay & River Pilots
Alton Pinkham
Port Clyde Fresh Catch
Michael Porter
Alan A Post
Gilbert Post
Richard Post
Kelly Ralph
Chester A Rice
Edward & Linda Robbins
Peter K Roberts
Charles Rogers
Charles Rogers Jr.
John Rohrer
Steve Rosen
Daniel Sai
Susan Salmon
Patience Sampson
Saunders Fishing Inc.
Terry Savage
Christopher H Sawyer

$100 - $299 cont’d

Under $100 cont’d

Under $100 cont’d

Francis Seiders
Sandra Shepard
Coralie Sherman
Michael Sherman
Heather Sirocki
Ralph Slaven Jr
Karen Smallwood
James Smith
Roy & June Smoot
Lange Solberg
Tucker Soule
Hamilton D South III
Philip Spalding
Ted Spurling Jr
Jenni & Gary Steele
Craig Stewart
Cody Stewart
Lisa Stojowski
Crawford Taisey Jr.
Elliott Thomas
David Thurlow
Courtland Tolman
Dana Tracy
Lawrence Tracey
Annie Tselikis
Richard M Turner Sr.
Clelia Uhart
Alexander Varner
Allan Vitkus
Peter Vogell
Richard Waldron
Brandon Wallace
Soony Warren
Kachina Watt
Lee Watkinson
Derek Webber
Ron Weeks
Jean A Welch
Christopher Weller
Jeanne L Whittier
Walter R Willey IV
Wesley Willink
Jeret Winchenbach
Eugene C Witham
Jason Witham
Barry L Wood Sr
Cheryl Worthing
Donald Wright
Jason York
Alli Young
Chris Young
Matt Young
Luke Zable
Mark Zable

Lisa Brackett
James Bracy
Robert L. Braun
Norman Brazer Jr.
Brynmorgan Press
Linda Burley
Peter Burnett
John and Carolyn Burr
Caitlin Callahan
Julie Carter
Patrick Conrad
William Crowell
Curtis Brand Music
Chris Cushman
Jess Daniels
Orville Darling
Nancy Davis
Dr. Sumner Davis
Howard Dentremont Jr.
Demaree DiBiase
Peter Eaton
Jon Emerson
Erin Fitzgerald
Kyle Foley
Rachel Fowlie
Kate Fox
Joshua French
Alison Galey
Tiffany Gardner
Sandra L. Gates
Kara George
William Gilpatric
Asa Goodband
Great Sea Vegetables
Rhonda Lee Green
Damian Hall
Stan Hall
Erik Hansen
Pat Havener
Hunter Herron
Stephen Hewitt
Lindsay Hocking-Hauser
Stanley Hodgdon
John C Holliday
Marcia Howell
Christina Hunninghaus
Craig Hutchinson
Curtis Jack
Cynthia Jensen
Alden Johnson—Scania tee
Dana E Johnson
William Johnston
Evan Jones
Lori Karickoff
David King Sr.
Jackson Sam Kinney
Sumner Kinney
Paul Kinsella
Kevin Kling
Ellen Kornetsky
Robert
Anthony Kurylak
Patricia LaGasse
Erin Lally
Kenneth F Lemont
Gary Libby
Patricia Linscott
Nicole Look
Daniel Lunt
Irving McConchie
James McGrath
Sarah McKinnon
Mike Mesko
Edward & Deb Meyers
John Meyn

Jed Miller
Tracy Moody
Kent & Mriam Mulliken
Eve Murray
Helen Naylor
Kyle Nichols
Robert H Oberlander
Jim O’Connell
Brent L Oliver
Mary Olsen
Russell Pancoast
Pandemonium Holdings LLC
Summer Paradis
Andrea Pellechia
David Percival
Evan Pinette
Janet Pollack
Amanda Porter
Douglas Rackcliff
Darren & Nicole Randall
Jeanne Rapone
Robert Redimarker
Michelle Rioux
Rebecca Robinson
Erin Rodin
Molly Samuels
Brandon Secord
Miranda Shinn
Kathryn Slocum
Deanna Smith
Jim Smith
David & Joyce Southard
Tiffany Strong
Debbie Sweet
Steven R Taylor
Asa Thompson
Kelsea Tower
Ventura Fishermen’s Market
Greg Veshinfsky
Andrew Vorkink
Kenneth Weed
Wendy Wenger
Philip Wessel
Carla White
Mark White
Anne Wiedenkeller
Amber Wotton—for Friendship’s

Gifts under $100
A Bright Horizon
AM Associates (tee shirt sales)
Tele Aadsen
Robin Alden
William Alexander
Sean Allen
George Anderson
Terrance Ashton
Judith Baker
Lacie Bachelder
Nancy Beal
Kevin Beling (Drivetrain)
Thomas Bell
A. Berlin
Leonard Bishko
Ann Bishop
John Blake
John and Andrea Beveridge
Theodore Boyce

Christmas Lights

Cynthia Wright
Scott M Young

Gifts In Memoriam
In Memory of Arnie Gamage
Gail Gamage
In honor of David Provencher :
Doris Ewing
Dale Weeks
In memory of Hugh Watts:
Sheldon Goldthwait Jr
In loving memory of Sherri
Cook:
Robin Amorello
Antonina Pelletier
Susan Salomon
Jeanne Rapone
In loving memory of Evans A
Spear
Willis & Christine Spear
Jedidiah Spear
Obie Spear

Brooks Trap Mill $10,000 Challenge Alec Phippen $5,000 Offshore Challengez Jay Smith $1,000 challenge *
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x

Any changes to Maine’s lobster ﬁshery will
aﬀect communies & families.

x
x

Machias Savings Bank is just one of
the many businesses that support
the Legal Defense Fund.
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Vineyard Wind continued from page 1

MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance

Lobster & Seafood

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting
Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts
and service. $250 additional discount on any
new vehicle after you make your best price
207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Fishing, Marine & Industrial
Hamilton Marine
Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME -'LVFRXQWVDYDLODEOHWRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Hotels
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

Bait
Atlantic Bug Bait
Machias, ME -- $1 off bucket of hog hide. $40
off a pallet. 207-255-5955
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts
at these ﬁne
businesses!

Electronic Equipment
Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268

Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps.
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Gifts

Cross Insurance Arena
Fuel

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136
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HELPING THE HUNGRY AND MAINE FISHERMEN AS WELL
By Melissa Waterman
The hardship endured by many during the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the fact that all members of our society are in the same boat, so to speak.
In addition to the challenges of social
isolation and fears of falling ill with
COVID, some of us suffer from hunger
while others from a decline in income.
In response, one Maine organization
launched a program last fall to ensure
that neither sector suffered alone.
The
Maine
Coast
Fishermen’s
Association (MCFA) began the
Fishermen Feeding Mainers program
to provide fishermen with a buyer for
their catches and Maine food banks
and state residents with healthy, fresh
seafood. The program started with an
anonymous donation of $160,000 and
$200,000 in pandemic relief funds and
individual donations.

fishermen took a major hit. The value of groundfish sank by 73%this year compared to the five-year average. At the same time, Maine residents were facing
increased uncertainty about access to food as so many lost their jobs or had
their working hours reduced.
MCFA decided to buy fish directly from
fishermen in order to provide them
with steady revenue. Local processors then cut, packaged, and froze the
fish which were donated to the Good
Shepherd Food Bank, Cooking for
Community, local schools, and other
community organizations. By the end
of 2020, Fishermen Feeding Mainers
had bought and donated 150,000 meals
worth of fresh protein from the Gulf of
Maine, outpacing early goals.

The program buys directly from fishermen, then has local processors

Maine groundfishermen weren’t exactpackage the fish for community organizations. Photo courtesy of the
ly thriving before the pandemic hit. The
Portland Fish Exchange.
groundfish fleet has seen its revenues
decline sharply in recent years. When
restaurants and other buyers of Maine seafood closed in the spring, ground-

“It’s been extremely impactful, both for
the working waterfront and for folks
in need,” said MCFA executive director Ben Martens in a January interview
in Sunrise Guide. “We have more community organizations reaching out to
us every week. And we have a bunch of
fishermen who are only fishing because
of this program, because we have largely lost the restaurant market.”

PANDEMIC TAKES TOLL ON NATION’S FISHING INDUSTRIES
By Melissa Waterman
COVID-19 has hit all sectors of the American economy hard, including the seafood industry. Two new studies show exactly how detrimental the pandemic
has been to the country’s fishing industries.

A study conducted by Rutgers University and published in late December 2020
indicated that two-fifths of commercial fishermen operating in the region from
Maine to North Carolina did not go fishing at all in the first half of the year. The
study was based on a survey of 258 fishermen conducted from March to June
2020. Of those who did fish, nearly all said that their income had dropped compared to previous years.
The study also looked at landings of commercial species. The landings for some
species, such as squid and scallops, decreased compared with previous years.
The landings for species such as black sea bass and haddock were comparable to
or higher than previous years. The data suggest that fishermen may have landed
as many pounds this year as they had before the pandemic hit but were paid less.
The spread of the virus caused U.S. restaurants, where nearly 70% of seafood is
traditionally consumed, to shut down, which then caused ripples within the seafood supply chain. While sales of seafood in grocery stores did increase during
the early months of the pandemic, the price paid to fishermen largely did not.
The survey found that fishermen adopted a number of strategies to adapt to the
pandemic. Strategies included selling their catch directly to consumers, participating in residential delivery programs and community-supported fishery
programs or switching the species of fish they target.
The Rutgers study notes that “While we found that many fishermen kept fishing in the short-term, it will be necessary to study the longer-term impacts of
the pandemic on the industry to understand whether this trend will continue.”
A broader report, issued by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in
January, reviewed the pandemic’s effect on the entire country’s commercial
fishing and recreational charter boat sectors from January to July 2020.
The data show that landings revenue fell in all areas of the country. Revenue from
species such as tuna, salmon, and lobster fell between 30% and 80%. The report
noted that grocery store sales of frozen and shelf-stable seafood products grew
in the spring, but the increase had little impact on overall revenue to fishermen.
In the northeast, nearly every commercial fishery was affected. The report
states, “Calendar year 2020 revenues exceeded baseline revenue during January
and February but have been below baseline March to June for a cumulative
difference of -$126 million. The majority of the cumulative reduction in 2020
revenues occurred in April and May (70%) of which $79 million was associated
with reduced revenue from American lobster ($21 million) and sea scallops
($58 million).”
New England lobstermen experienced a sharp decrease in price paid for their
harvests, according to the NMFS report. “… [L]obster prices were initially 13%
above baseline average prices in January but declined by 39.6% to $4.82 per
pound in March 2020 compared to an average of $7.99 per pound during March,
2015-2019. In June 2020 the average price per pound fell to $3.82 from a 20152019 June price of $5.29 per pound.” Only surf clam and ocean quahog prices
remained at or slightly above the 2015-2019 baseline prices.
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FISHERMEN’S FORUM PLANS VIRTUAL EVENTS THROUGHOUT 2021
By Chilloa Young, Maine Fishermen’s Forum coordinator
The Maine Fishermen’s Forum is taking a different approach this year in response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The Forum board will provide
learning opportunities online through collaborative efforts with other marine
organizations. Partnerships have included recent Zoom sessions on offshore
wind energy projects and the Northeast Aquaculture Conference & Exposition,
a two-day virtual trade show which was held on January 12 and 13.

Upcoming events include an online open forum with NMFS GARFO leadership
on February 17. In late February or early March, the Forum will host its traditional Shellfish Day via radio show or online. On March 5 the popular Seafood
Cooking demonstrations will take place online.
The Forum board is working on additional online events which may include a
Young Fishermen’s Event, Lobster Science, Coast Guard Safety Session and a
Virtual Aquaculture Farm Tour. Updates will be available at www.mainefishermensforum.org, or on the Forum’s Facebook and Instagram.

Maine Fishermen’s Forum
PO Box 288
Bath, ME 04530
(207) 442-7700

2021 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
The Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board of Directors offers a scholarship fund to benefit children or grandchildren
or a legal dependent of someone actively involved in Maine’s seafood industry, regardless of financial need or
academic achievement. Undergraduates attending a two or four year college who are in at least the second
year of their program or students who are in at least the second semester of their Certificate Program
will be eligible. Applications will be accepted through March 3, 2021. Scholarships will be awarded by a
random drawing to be held on Friday, March 5, 2021.

You qualify for the scholarship drawing ONLY IF you check all 4 items below.
Do you qualify? (Both questions must be answered yes to qualify)
1. __ Are you a sophomore, junior or senior right now? You must be at least a sophomore in college or be
in at least the second semester of a Certificate Program to apply.
2. __ Are you a child, grandchild or legal dependent of someone participating in Maine’s seafood industry?
What is required? (Both of these items are required to be a valid candidate)
3. __ Provide an official transcript or Registrar’s letter of current standing along with the application.
4. __ Complete this application and send to the address at the top of this letter.

Please note that previous winners are not eligible.
STUDENT INFORMATION
Student Name____________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address__________________________________________________________ Home Phone_____________________
City______________________________ State_____ Zip Code________ Email: _____________________________________
SCHOOL INFORMATION
College/University Name_____________________________________________ Expected Year of Graduation: ____________
Location of College _________________________________________________ Your Major __________________________

**School Standing as of Sept 2020 (circle one)

Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

MAINE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY FAMILY MEMBER INFORMATION
Name____________________________________________________________ Relationship____________________________
Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Phone__________________________
City______________________________ State______ Zip Code_________ Email: ___________________________________
Vessel Name or Commercial License Number __________________________________________________________________
Describe participation in the Maine seafood industry_____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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DMR AQUACULTURE
LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR FEBRUARY(as of 1/22/21)
Experimental Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Downeast Institute

Joan's Pound, Black Duck Cove, Eastern Bay

Beals

0.84 acres

Shellfish

3 years

Appl. submitted, comments due 9/11/20

Downeast Institute

Elmer's Pound, Black Duck Cove, Eastern Bay

Beals

1.14 acres

Shellfish

3 years

Appl. submitted, comments due 10/2/20

Ferda Farms LLC

E Lower Coombs Isl, New Meadows River

Brunswick

3.86

Shellfish

3 years

Site Review Complete 9/9/20

Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat

E of Western Head & Li'l Rvr Isl, Cutler Hrbr

Cutler

4 acres

Finfish

3 years

Site Review Complete 3/20/2020

Coffin, Chad

W of Moore Pt, NE of Pound of Tea, Harraseeket Rvr

Freeport

1.62

shellfish

3 yrs

appl submitted Comments due 12/12/20

Doyle, Victor

E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

1 acre

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed

Mussel Bound Inc.

Barlett Narrows, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

3.55 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Publ Hearing Postponed as of 11/1/19

Dirigo Marine Resources, LLC

E of Wolfe's neck, Recompense Bay

So Freeport

3.85 acres

Shellfish

3 years

appl. rec'd; comment period closes 8/2/20

Norumbega Oyster, Inc

South of Merry Island, Damariscotta River

South Bristol

3.96

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due 2/6/2021

Francis, Arnold

East of Birch Point, Dyer Bay

Steuben

2.86 acres

shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due by 2/6/2021

Francis, Arnold

Smelt Brook, Dyer Bay

Steuben

3.7 acres

shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due by 2/6/2021

Standard Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Acadia Aqua Farms LLC

NE of Sunken Ledge, Frenchmen Bay

Bar Harbor

68.3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched. For 2/5/2021

Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC

Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge

Bar Harbor

32 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched 11/19/20 5 pm

Western Bay Oyster Co.

off Old House Cove, Western Bay, Spruce Pt

Bar Harbor

3.36 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public hearing sched 10/13/20 2 pm

Tightrope Farms

South of Carlton Island, Salt Pond

Blue Hill

7.25 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 6/23/20

Johnson, Timothy

SE of Barnes Pt, Middle Bay

Brunswick

17 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/7/20 6 pm

Nice Oyster Company, LLC

E of Woodward Pt, New Meadows River

Brunswick

4.49 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Scoping Session sched 10/19/20 7 pm

Shearwater Ventures LLC

E of Li'l Chebeague, Casco Bay: Long Isl and

Chebeague Isl

3.79 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review complete 4/29/20

Summit Point LLC

N of Lower Basket Ledge

Chebeague Isl

53.38 acres

Marine Algae

20.yrs

Scoping Session 11/12/20 6 pm

Schoodic Seafarm LLC

off Long Mill Cove, Gouldsboro Bay

Corea

2.2 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

App rec'd 9/24/20; site review sched

Summit Point LLC

NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth &

Cumberland

100 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Summit Point LLC

S Lower Basket Ledge

Cumberland

see above

Black Stone Point Oysters LLC

Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

12.98 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease Granted 1/7/2021

Dickenson, Christopher

800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

1 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete as of 6/182020

Spinney Creek Shellfish, Inc.

NW of Rt 95 Bridge, Spinney Creek

Eliot

2.75 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 3/18/20

Coffin, Bailey

W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay

Freeport

6.84 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/2/20

Harraseeket Oyster Co.

S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco Bay

Freeport

7 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/4/20

Love Point Oysters, LLC

SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/11/2020

Love Point Oysters, LLC

S of Crab island, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.15 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Site review Pending as of 2/20/20

Maine Ocean Farms, LLC

E of Wolfe's Neck, Recompense Cove

Freeport

9.88 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/9/20

Islesboro Marine Enterprises, Inc

NE of Flat Island, Penobscot Bay

Islesboro

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/7/20 6 pm

Glidden Point Oyster Co.

West shore, S of Jacks Pt, Damariscotta River

Newcastle

5.5 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Public Hearing 10/27/20

Hermit Island Oyster Co, LLC

Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows Rivr

Phippsburg

2.56 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/30/2020

Maine Fresh Sea Farms LLC

Clark Cove, Damariscotta River

So. Bristol

3.6 acres

Marine Algae

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/09/20 6 pm

Frenchman Bay Oyster Co.

W & S of Ingalls Isl. Sullivan Harbor

Sorrento

5.85 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/17/19

Dewey's Shellfish, LLC

NW of Peters IslandDamariscotta River

South Bristol

0.45 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched 11/19/20 6 pm

Mook Sea Farms Inc.

S of Wiley Pt & N of Fitch Pt, Damaris. River

South Bristol

3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Hearing scheduled 11/16/20, 3 pm

Brewer, Robert

E of Penobscot Bay SW of Andrews Island

Stonington

3.26 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/21/20 4 pm

Harvey, Brian

W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western Bay

Trenton

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 3/27/2020

Butterfield, Keith

SE of Little Moshier Island

Yarmouth

2.72 acres

Shellfish/algae

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/16/20 5 pm

Henninger, Thomas

Broad Cove, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

5.9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application submitted 7/9/20

Maine Source Seafood

E of Lane's Isl, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.48 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Public Hearing 2/9/2021

Moeser, Amanda

S of Lanes Isl, Inner Casco Bay

Yarmouth

9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 5/8/20

Wolfe Neck Oyster Co. LLC

SE of Lanes Island, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

8 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Site Review complete 5/22/20

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable Standard Lease: term is up to 20 years, size is up to 20 acres and is renewable

For more information, visit the DMR website
www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture and select “Map & Lease Inventory (pending & current)”
The MLA recommends you sign up for email alerts about aquaculture by selecting the big red email button
at the bottom of their aquaculture page.

Understand the process! You can make a difference!
Scoping
Session

Application
Submitted

Public
Comments

Site
Review

Public
Hearing

DMR
Decision

February 2021 | LANDINGS | Page 23

OFFSHORE WIND FARMS AN UNEQUIVOCAL ‘NO’
By Jack Merrill, Islesford lobsterman and MLA board member
For more than 50 years I have understood that humans need to reduce their
fossil fuel consumption, and that green technology, giving us solar, hydro, and
wind power, are great alternative options. Through my association with the
Lobster Institute in Orono, I have participated in multiple research projects
and backed others with financial support. At the Cranberry Isles Fisherman’s
Co-op, in 2019, we invested in and installed on all our buildings solar roof panels. I’m a supporter of green energy. I believe in the potential of wind energy.
Why then am I appalled by proposed wind platforms off of Maine’s coast? I
had to ask myself is this simply a “not in my backyard” knee-jerk reaction? The
answer is unequivocally no. While wind power itself (with improved technology) makes sense, Maine’s current offshore project, which essentially is doing
research to open the door for ownership of hundreds of thousands of ocean
acres to private corporations, is foolhardy. Here are some of the reasons I oppose offshore wind initiatives off the Maine coast:
They threaten the economic health, cultural fabric, and history of Maine
By removing thousands of acres of bottom from fishing access, these turbines
threaten the economic health of Maine’s second largest industry (lobstering
alone has an estimated value of a billion dollars a year), at the same time forcing a severe social impact for coastal communities. In fact, they would have a
negative impact on all three of Maine’s coastal economic engines. The uniqueness of Maine’s coast brings millions of tourists every year. A blow to the lobster
industry would be a serious blow to that uniqueness. For the summer resident
yachting population (large taxpayers) who now enjoy the freedom of today’s
open oceans, the hundreds of platforms we are now being told are coming
(“you can’t stop them”) will be an eyesore and pose serious hazards to navigation. We are living in difficult and unusual times. Today Maine’s economy is suffering. Where would we have been in 2020 without the fisheries, our summer
population, and tourism?
They pose a serious hazard to navigation
Never mind the platforms themselves, setting and maintaining them require dramatic increases in large boat and barge traffic. Cruise ships are kept in lanes (they
are on the charts) and regular schedules to maintain safety, but platform ships would
have no such channeling or controls. It is hard to explain to anyone land borne, the
dangers of summer/fall fog, but it’s daunting, even with today’s radar capabilities,
“like running blind.” Barges are notorious for causing damage to fixed gear.
They pose a threat to endangered right whales

Is it really green energy?
How much fossil fuel energy is needed to create and maintain these floating
platforms, miles of electrical cables, the ships and barges, and onshore infrastructure needs? On the surface (no pun intended) it seems like an awful lot.
The turbines themselves use oil to run efficiently.
Will it really provide affordable energy?
For individuals, towns, politicians, and scientists, the temptation of research
money will be great. Large energy companies are willing to spend perhaps billions of dollars (now tax write-offs) for control of the electrical grid. If they get the
leases and the control, they will expect to be paid back more billions of dollars.
You have to ask, how can the energy provided by offshore wind platforms ever be
affordable?
Could it pose a threat to national security?
Floating platforms are sitting ducks. WWII is ancient history, but one thing then
was clear: control of the oceans was extremely difficult and also absolutely critical to winning the war. Honestly, I don’t know if our electrical grid is any safer
on shore, but it definitely is not secure coming from offshore platforms.
Is the technology already a dinosaur?
While windmills conjure up romantic Dutch images, today’s technology and
the ability to capture wind and produce energy is evolving at warp-speed. One
of the reasons that Maine’s lobster industry is now considered the most successful fishery in the world is that we sacrificed immediate profits for longterm sustainability. Is the money that energy companies are contemplating
spending going to create a sustainable result? It seems likely that in the near
future, far less intrusive, more efficient ways of capturing wind will be developed. Shouldn’t Maine’s engineering efforts be focused on new technology?
Ask yourself, why are we trying to capture wind offshore? If the federal government and Maine are interested in supporting wind energy initiatives, then
why aren’t wind turbines being discussed for placement in our national parks?
Higher altitudes create higher wind velocities. Wind velocities coming off
Cadillac Mountain and the mountains of Acadia often exceed ocean velocities.
In conclusion, it is clear that while wind power has a future, offshore wind platforms certainly have serious flaws and a divisive and short-term future. I’m not
asking for wind turbines to be placed in our National Parks. Maine should pursue new wind technologies and support smaller initiatives as they have with
solar power.

This dramatic increase in traffic can only increase the risk to these slow-moving mammoths, who rightfully everyone is trying to protect. Ships strikes were
reportedly responsible for 14 right whale deaths from 2010-2019. The acoustic
vibrations associated with laying and maintaining cables and anchors could
negatively affect both marine mammal and fish species.

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER
AND BAIT CO., INC.

They pose a threat to migrating birds
According to Bob Duchesne, citing the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, one out of
every four birds have disappeared over North America in the last 50 years. That
is 2.9 billion birds (Bangor Daily News, 11/15/2019). Needless to say, the primary
causes for this extreme decline, as far as he could ascertain, are related to human activities. While he says wind power “gets a disproportionate amount of
blame,” I doubt he was aware of the possibility of many hundreds of wind turbines off our coast. Multiple studies have shown that wind turbines are harmful
to birds. One of the last places left on this planet where birds have their freedom is over open water. They migrate by the millions over Gulf of Maine waters.
These aren’t just waterfowl, but also everyday songbirds. Some of the species
are approaching endangered status. The required illumination of these platforms at night, and conditions of poor visibility during the day, only increase
the risk of collision.

70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine
207-967-0900 • 207-205-7949 cell
Fresh and Salted Bait

5HGÀVK+HDGV

Herring

Skate

)ODWÀVK

Flounder Racks

Monk Heads

Pogies

They pose a threat to marine corals and bottom-dwelling sea life
How many miles of cable will be laid? Given that we are being told the cables
will be buried, how can anyone say that no environmental damage will take
place? If you are displacing mud, you’re displacing and killing marine organisms:
tube worms, borers, quahogs, clams, lobsters, shrimp, and flat fish like skates,
flounders, halibut, and much more. If you’re displacing rock, you are blasting sea
anemones, coral, kelp, barnacles, varieties of starfish, crabs, krill, mussels, scallops, sponges, and varieties of fish like cod, cusk, haddock and hake, just to name
a few species. The diversity of ocean life is amazing and critical to its health.
They could contribute to warming ocean waters
Today’s underwater power cables emit heat. We are already seeing the effects
of global warming, but as it continues, conditions could get worse in the Gulf
of Maine. Will the hurricanes that ravage the Southeastern states shift further
north? We have been lucky to have experienced hardly any hurricane force
winds over the years, but even gale force winds fighting with our tides raise
havoc. The ocean becomes a powerful force. Does the engineering capability
exist to keep floating platforms intact in the face of such power? What is the
cost of trying to maintain these miles-long cables when the sea bottom turns
over? In Europe, there have already been instances of cables being damaged.

WE

CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.

WE

SELL BULK ICE!

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
Ask for Allen!
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TO YOUR HEALTH: Dealing with lower back pain
By Scott Fulmer, University of Massachusetts Lowell,
and Ann Backus, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
Americans are typically larger than the residents of many other countries. With
that size comes the need for stronger back muscles. The larger your torso, the
more force the muscles of the low back need to generate to maintain your posture. An overweight lobsterman’s back will have to work harder than the average person’s back, even without the everyday repetitive lifting of traps and
other gear. Add the cumulative effect of this work with the effort required to
maintain posture and balance, and it is no surprise that back pain is such a
common experience among lobstermen.

Without proper rest, recovery, and conditioning, the muscles and soft tissue in
the low back area can be hurt, even debilitated. Unfortunately, the demands
of keeping up with traps coming up on the rail may not always allow time for
proper rest and recovery.
So what can you do?
Brief rest periods may be enough for some muscle recovery, such as sitting
while the boat is steaming, or between strings. Back stretches while steaming
can help to loosen soft tissue and prevent strain. A physical therapist should be
able to advise lobstermen on appropriate stretches.
Some lobstermen have found inversion tables help
them by enabling them to suspend themselves upside down. Inversion tables work by reversing the
effect of gravity on the spine, thus enabling the
spine to decompress.

Numbers
In a sample of 395 lobstermen interviewed as part
of a Northeast Center for Occupational Health and
Safety study at the University of Massachusetts at
Lowell about aches, pains and discomforts, half
reported low back pain occurring within the last
three months. Relatively few lobstermen sought
treatment for the pain. While other locations of
pain were not reported as often, lobstermen were
more likely to get treatment for those other locations. Why? It may be that the experience of back
pain is so common that lobstermen know too well
that it is difficult to treat and that after treatment,
they will go back to potentially painful work again.
So what can you do?

Low back pain is a common complaint of

The task of breaking a trap down onto the washboard is not too complicated. If you look carefully
at a lot of different boats, you may note differences
in the relative height and horizontal distances of
the hauler, block, and washboard. There may be
trade-offs between optimal heights and distances.
For example, a lower block height to help reduce
shoulder extension might require more back bending, which is not ideal. The key to increasing the
biomechanical advantage when breaking the trap
down is to handle it as close to your hips as possible
without bending or twisting.

In a similar survey of 286 captains interviewed
many lobstermen. Photo courtesy of wellchiroIdeally, your equipment and techniques suit your
every three months for four years (2012-2016), new
practic.com.
capabilities as well as fit the boat. The force of the
acute low back injuries that affected a lobsterman’s
hauler can be used to guide the trap, palms down,
routine work occurred at a rate of about 5 per 100
onto the washboard, rather than bending, grasping,
lobstermen per year. The rate did not change over
and lifting the trap onto the washboard with minimal assistance from the haulthose four years. In the construction industry, by contrast, back injuries occur
er. When breaking a trap down, some people handle traps with palms down,
at a rate of about 0.2 per 100 workers. This means that new low back pain insome to the side, and some with palms up. This technique might be a factor
juries occur 25 times more often in lobstermen than in construction workers.
of how fast your hauler can pull in the trap, and if it comes up without getting
Exposure
tangled or stuck on a toe rail as it comes out of the water. Wind, tide direction,
Repetitive motion, bending and twisting your torso, and forceful exertion are
and tangled lines make handling forces more complicated. Reducing the width
all risk factors for low back pain, all of which occur regularly while lobstering.
of the washboard under the block can help bring the trap closer to the hips
without increasing effort. Some lobstermen have cut a semi-circle out of the
rail under the hauler to reduce the distance from below the block to the hauler
and therefore increase their closeness to the incoming trap.
Research indicates that commercial fishermen prefer ideas that have been
proven, and, more importantly, they prefer ideas they can adopt and adapt in
their own way. Adaptation may be a gradual process. It may take years to make
a boat feel right. In the meantime, the work must be done. It may help to know
that many others have suffered similar pain and attempted different solutions.
Spreading good ideas may help prevent back pain and keep lobstermen in good
health longer.

What is your experience?
In this tough situation, simple solutions don’t come easily. Lobstermen
protect their skills and knowledge to maintain a competitive edge for survival. At the same time, the best knowledge about how to reduce exposure
to risk of pain and injury comes from those with years of experience. This
knowledge may or may not get spread around. A forum where lobstermen
could share these lessons about how to work smarter and not harder could
help others think about how to help themselves. Because low back pain is
so common, we are interested in hearing the different ways people deal
with it. Do you take medicine? Do you stretch and exercise? Do you have
a story to tell about how to arrange equipment in a certain way to prevent
awkward posture and unnecessary movement?
If you experience pain, tingling or loss of strength in your legs, your back
pain could be more than stress on muscles and soft tissues. It could signal
involvement of nerves, such as compression of nerves. This situation suggests the need for a professional diagnosis of the back pain. Also, if back
pain keeps you awake at night, you probably start the day more fatigued
than usual, which puts you at risk for injury. Again some professional help
might be in order.

To share your pain experiences, you may contact Scott
Fulmer at scott_fulmer@uml.edu
or Ann Backus at abackus@hsph.harvard.edu.
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STIMULUS INCLUDES NEW AID FOR THE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY
By Melissa Waterman
Small businesses hurt by the pandemic can access more loans and grant money in the $900 billion stimulus bill passed by Congress in late December 2020.
The new round of stimulus money again includes $300 million for fisheries
assistance. It is not yet clear how much each state will receive from the new
allocation other than $30 million set aside for tribal fishing communities. In
addition to the fisheries assistance program, the stimulus program includes
grants and loans to food processors that have invested in new equipment and
processes to protect workers from the
coronavirus.
Under a separate provision, seafood is
included as eligible for U.S. Department
of Agriculture food purchases.

payroll expenses. Businesses with loans of $150,000 or less qualify to use a simplified forgiveness application.
Most eligible businesses get a maximum loan that is 2.5 times their average
monthly payroll costs, meaning the loan would fund two-and-a-half months of
payroll expenses. Restaurants, bars and hotels can qualify for loans worth up to
3.5 times their average monthly payroll costs.
Another key change is that the period the loans will cover is now 8 to 24 weeks.
The first iteration of the PPP only permitted loans that covered either 8 weeks or
24 weeks. The new date range gives businesses that couldn’t rehire staff because
of pandemic restrictions more flexibility
to meet the 60% payroll requirement for
loan forgiveness.
The Economic Injury Disaster Loan
program (EIDL) was due to end on
December 31, 2020 but has been extended until the end of 2021. More than
10,400 EIDL loans were approved for
Maine businesses as of November 2020
totaling more than $597 million. The 30year loan is not forgivable, but the interest rates are comparatively low (2.75%
for a nonprofit organization and 3.75%
for a small business). Loan payments
are deferred for one year.

The Paycheck Protection Program,
which reopened on January 19 under
more stringent qualifying standards, is
funded at $284 billion. While key changes will make it easier for small businesses to apply, unlike the last round, they
must show a gross revenue loss of 25%
during one quarter of 2020 compared
to the same quarter in 2019. New borrowers, which can have 500 employees
or fewer, can request up to $10 million.
The program will also allow accounts
receivable debt as a forgivable expense.
For those who have already received
Fishermen throughout New England are anticipating additional
a PPP loan and are seeking additionfederal relief funds from the new stimulus bill. Photo courtesy of
al money, the application requireCivil Eats.com.
ments are stricter. Businesses can only
have 300 or fewer employees, and the
maximum loan amount is $2 million.
Businesses also must have spent all the money from their first loan before applying for the second.

The Maine Small Business Development
Centers have resources to help small
businesses navigate these programs.
For more information, visit https://www.
mainesbdc.org/.

To have the loan forgiven a business must use at least 60% of the money for

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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In the
NEWS
TOO DARN HOT

MAINE CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION PUSHES FOR
TRUCKING EXEMPTION FOR LOBSTER

Ocean temperatures around the globe continued to rise in 2020. A new study,
authored by 20 scientists from 13 institutes around the world, reported the
highest ocean temperatures since 1955 from surface level to a depth of 2,000
meters. The research was published in the journal Advances in Atmospheric
Sciences. Ninety percent of the heat trapped by carbon emissions is absorbed
by the oceans. Estimates by scientists say oceans are now heating faster than
at any other time in 2,000 years. This heat has increased extreme weather impacts from climate change. “The fact the oceans reached yet another new record level of warmth in 2020, despite a record drop in global carbon emissions,
drives home the fact that the planet will continue to warm up as long as we
emit carbon into the atmosphere,” said Michael Mann, Penn State University
professor and one of the study team.
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS SUE TO SLOW SHIPS TO PROTECT
WHALES
In January, the Defenders of Wildlife, Whale and Dolphin Conservation,
Conservation Law Foundation and Center for Biological Diversity filed an injunction in a Washington, D.C., court asking the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) to expand its efforts to protect right whales and their calves
from being hit by ships. In their court brief, the groups complained that the
fisheries service had failed to respond to a petition filed in 2012 asking that the
agency expand seasonally protected areas that have mandatory speed limits to
include new areas where whales have repeatedly been seen by spotter planes
and other sightings. A second petition was filed in August of 2020 and incorporated all the requests from the 2012 petition. The conservation organizations
want NMFS to broaden seasonal protections in southern waters from 20 miles
offshore to 30 miles. They also want the agency to make speed limits mandatory instead of voluntary in all restricted areas, and to include vessels shorter
than 65 feet in these regulations.

New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting
Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

U.S. Senators Susan Collins and Angus King and U.S. Representatives Chellie
Pingree and Jared Golden sent a letter to the Department of Transportation
and Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration to advocate for a change to
an Interim Final Rule that would make it easier for lobsters to be transported
to market. This clarifying language will ensure that lobster and other shellfish
from Maine are included under limited exemptions to the Hours of Service
rules for truck drivers. With this change, truck drivers would be able to drive
live lobster shipments from Down East to other key domestic markets like
Boston and New York without having to make long stops on the way.
EU LOBSTER TARIFFS REMOVED
The European Union finalized an agreement to eliminate tariffs on live and frozen U.S. lobsters, retroactive to August 1. The deal should substantially boost
sales of Maine lobster to European markets. The agreement is expected to last
for five years, with the EU taking steps to make it permanent. “This is a step in
the right direction for U.S. lobster businesses,” said Annie Tselikis, executive
director of the Maine Lobster Dealers Association. In 2017, the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement was implemented between Canada and the
European Union, reducing tariffs to zero on live Canadian lobsters and eliminating tariffs over a period of several years on frozen and processed Canadian
lobsters. That agreement put American lobster exporters at a serious disadvantage because they were facing tariffs of between 8% and 30% to sell into the
27-nation union.
WIND FARMS OFF LONG ISLAND TO INCREASE IN SIZE
In January, the state of New York announced its decision to award two offshore
wind power contracts to Norwegian energy giant Equinor. The contracts will
more than double the size of a planned wind farm off the coast of Long Island.
The plan, announced by Governor Andrew M. Cuomo in early January would
bring the number of turbines expected to be operating by 2027 to around 170,
encompassing some 80,000 acres from Jones Beach to Islip. New York has a goal
of 9,000 megawatts of wind power by 2035 in order to displace non-renewable
energy plants. Bonnie Brady, executive director of the Long Island Commercial
Fishing Association, said she remains opposed to the projects because “putting
the turbines in those areas not only destroys the ability of several states’ fishermen to fish, it takes away from national food security.”
PLASTIC WASTE MITIGATION BILL PASSED INTO LAW
The Save Our Seas 2.0 Act, sponsored by Senator Susan Collins and Senator
Angus King, was signed into law in January. The bipartisan bill, introduced in
June, seeks to tackle the problem of plastic waste on a global scale by spurring
innovation and finding uses for existing plastic waste to keep it from entering
the oceans. The legislation builds on progress made through the Save Our Seas
Act of 2018. Roughly eight million metric tons of mismanaged plastic waste from
land enters the oceans each year. Ninety percent of this plastic enters the oceans
from ten rivers, eight of which are in Asia. The plastic breaks down into tiny
pieces that can enter the marine food chain and harm fish and wildlife and wash
ashore on even the most isolated stretches of coastline. Plastic has been found
in areas as remote as the Mariana Trench, the deepest known point in the ocean.
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SPIKY SEA URCHIN NEWEST ENTRANT INTO MAINE’S
AQUACULTURE SECTOR
By Maine Sea Grant

farms around the world will enable the team to study
how to adapt these advances to local hatchery and nursery culture.

A team of researchers, aquaculture
production specialists and educators in Maine, Rhode Island and New
Hampshire will be working to help
transform a the sea urchin fishery by
supporting green sea urchin aquaculture efforts in New England.
The team — which includes Steve
Eddy and Luz Kogson at the University
of Maine, Dana Morse with Maine Sea
Grant, project lead Coleen Suckling
at the University of Rhode Island and
Meet the newest species in Maine’s aquaculture
Larry Harris at the University of New
sector. Photo by C. Bartlett.
Hampshire — received a $100,000
grant from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Northeast Regional Aquaculture Center to improve hatchery production of the
green sea urchin and engage prospective urchin farmers on growout possibilities in the Gulf of
Maine and coastal northern New England.
“There is a strong international demand for sea urchins, mostly driven by the Asian market, yet
this demand is poorly met by North American suppliers, largely due to declining natural stocks
and increased stock regulation,” said Suckling.
Maine’s sea urchin fishery, which was primarily wild harvest, was worth $35.6 million with 34
millions pounds landed in 1995, according to Maine’s Department of Marine Resources. Then the
stocks collapsed, and the wild harvest fishery did not recover to the same level. Over the past five
years, the stocks have been fairly stable, said Eddy, director of UMaine’s Center for Cooperative
Aquaculture Research. In 2019,
the fishery was worth $5.8 million, and 1.7 million pounds
were landed.

“Urchin farming has generated a lot of interest in Maine,
but nobody’s really nailed it down yet to where urchins
are a profitable crop to grow,” said Morse, a marine extension associate at Maine Sea Grant. “To allow us to
take advantage of the creativity and ingenuity that prospective growers have — our best chance for developing
economically viable systems — they need access to seedstock, and that’s where we are starting.”
The research team will also engage regulatory agencies
and prospective urchin producers in the Northeast to
communicate developments in the availability of urchin seed stock and understand the interests and needs
for producers and regulators. In addition, growth trials
at Maine aquaculture sites will be conducted to track
growth and survival, assess different feeds, and understand husbandry considerations.
“We think Maine is the perfect place to grow sea urchins
and we’re hoping some of our neighbor states to the
south will give it a try as well,” said Eddy. “This project
should help us produce more urchin seed than ever before and help us encourage new sea urchin farmers to try
it. We already have several growers we are working with,
and we’re looking to sign up more. We believe sea urchins
are a natural fit with kelp aquaculture and oyster farms.”

“There is substantial potential
for aquaculture growth of urchins, and interest to grow sea
urchins in New England is expanding, which our new project
will help support by providing
seed and technical advice at no
cost,” said Suckling.
Preparing to plant young urchins at a farm site.
Photo by S. Eddy.

Recent advances in technology,
techniques and feeds at urchin

NEW LAW GIVES FUNDING TO TRAIN
YOUNG FISHERMEN
The Young Fishermen’s Development Act, signed into law in early January, will establish
$2,000,000 in yearly grant funding to support educational and training programs for young individuals who want to get into commercial fishing. The bill was sponsored by U.S. Reps. Don Young
(R-Alaska) and Jared Golden (D-Maine), with U.S. Reps. Seth Moulton (D-Mass.) and Aumua
Amata (R-American Samoa) signing on as initial cosponsors.
Organizations at the federal, state and local level are eligible for funding. The program was initially proposed in 2015 by the Fishing Communities Coalition, an association representing fishermen from Alaska to Maine. Eligible organizations could receive funding to pair beginners with
retiring vessel captains through mentorship programs or teach them in a shoreside setting on
topics such as seamanship, navigation, entrepreneurship, regulations, permitting, finance, vessel
maintenance and repair, and sustainable fishing practices.
In a statement Rep. Golden noted that the average age of lobstermen and scallop fishermen is
over 50. “The future of the fishing industry depends on young people learning the ropes right
now,” he said. “The Young Fishermen’s Development Act takes important action to help young
Mainers get ready for fulfilling careers in fishing and lobstering so they can stay in Maine, build
our economy, and support our communities. I’m proud that this bipartisan bill is now law.”

MLMC continued from page 3

in July as scheduled. We also have projects planned to add value to the Collaborative’s marketing activities as well as those of individuals and companies marketing Maine lobster. These include an advisory council report that will provide information on foodservice and retail industry
trends as well as a research initiative designed to provide information on consumers most likely
to eat more lobster.
For any questions or concerns about the marketing program, contact me at the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative at 207-541-9310 or mlacroix@lobsterfrommaine.com

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888
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Check your wallet.. It could be time.

MLA 67TH ANNUAL MEETING
Friday, March 5, 2021
Time: 3pm to 5pm
via Zoom

Sam Whitney image

Time
to
renew.

Support

Online. By Phone. By mail.
2 Storer St, Ste 203 Kennebunk ME, 04043
207-967-4555

www.mainelobstermen.org

Notice of Anuual Meeting
of the Members of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Asociation, Inc.

Notice is hereby given that the
Annual Meeting of the members of the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association, Inc. will be held on
March 5th at 3pm
via Zoom.
m.

Not a member?
Join today.
We’re stronger
together.

&XUUHQW2IÀFHUV
Kristan Porter, President
John Williams,Vice President
nt
Dustin Delano, Secretary/Treasurer

Complete and Committed.
THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION.
0VUUIFSF DPOßEFODFJOQFSGPSNBODF SFMJBCJMJUZBOEPQFSBUJOH
FDPOPNZBSFUIFPOMZUIJOHTUIBUDPVOU8JUIUIJTJONJOE XF
DSFBUFEUIF4DBOJBNBSJOFTPMVUJPO"OBSSBZPGáFYJCMFPQUJPOT
JODMVEJOHSBUJOHT FRVJQNFOU JOTUSVNFOUBUJPOBOEUSBOTNJTTJPOT
8IBUFWFSZPVSTQFDJßDBUJPO XFXJMMQSPWJEFZPVXJUIUIFPQUJNBM
4DBOJBNBSJOFTPMVUJPO
1PXFSBUXPSL FWFSZJODIPGUIFXBZ

www.mackboring.com • 800-MACK-ENG

