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MORE THAN A THOUSAND LOBSTERMEN TURN OUT FOR
COAST-WIDE WHALE MEETINGS
By Patrice McCarron
“You can yell at me all you want. I’ve got thick skin, but it’s really the feds who
are pushing this.”
Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Commissioner Patrick Keliher
said this time and again during a series of meetings with the state’s seven lobster zone councils and area lobstermen held in June regarding proposed measures to cut the amount of vertical lines fished by Maine lobstermen in half.
DMR held the meetings with lobstermen to get input on crafting a statewide plan to reduce vertical lines by
50% while balancing safety and economic concerns and maintaining the
diversity of Maine’s fleet. The DMR presented lobstermen with 11 “strawman”
proposals, which combine various trap
limits -- from 800 to 300 traps -- with
minimum traps per trawl requirements
based on distance from shore. DMR will
hold a second round of meetings with
the Lobster Advisory Council (LAC)
and Zone Councils in August to get final
feedback from the industry on the state’s
“preferred options” before submitting
Maine’s plan to NMFS in September.

The meetings kicked off with the LAC in late May followed by meetings with
Maine’s seven lobster zones in June. “We are holding these meetings outside
of the federal regulatory process,” Keliher explained to the LAC. “We have a
fair amount of time to develop Maine’s plan as long at the courts don’t get involved.” The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will hold its own scoping meetings to solicit feedback on the whale plan in July.
The goal of DMR’s June meetings was informational to bring lobstermen up
to speed on NMFS’ directive to reduce entanglement risk to right whales by
at least 60%. Keliher reassured attendees that “No decisions will be made
until the second round of meetings are
complete to give zones and the LAC
an opportunity to weigh in on all the
options.” The new whale protection
measures are not expected to be implemented until 2021 when the federal
rulemaking process is complete.

Bass Harbor lobsterman Jim Dow questions DMR Commissioner
Keliher during a June meeting on vertical line reductions.
Photo courtesy of Mt. Desert Islander.

A looming question on lobstermen’s
minds was why Maine must make such
deep cuts when there are so few confirmed entanglements by right whales
in Maine lobster gear. The unpopular
answer was simple: federal laws require it. Keliher explained that because
Continued on page 18
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COASTAL OUTLOOK
Thoughts from the MLCA president

By Melissa Waterman
How to keep a lobster healthy has been a riddle plaguing Maine’s
lobster fishery forever. According to many lobster dealers, between 3% and 7% of all lobsters harvested in Maine waters die
before they reach a dealer’s facility, a mortality rate called shrinkage. Shrinkage is taken into account in terms of price by both lobstermen and the lobster buyers they sell to. But losing that many
lobsters before they make it to their final destination represents a
large revenue loss for the industry.
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California crab and Maine lobster
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“Just take the lower percentage,” said Andrew Goode, a Ph.D. student at the School of Marine Sciences at the University of Maine.
“Three percent of the 2018 catch [$484,543,000 value] means $14
million is lost between the trap and the dealer. If we can track the
lobsters, we can identify what factors influence shrinkage. We can
make more money when we treat them better.”

Pages 6-8

Goode, who also lobsters in the Damariscotta River area, is
one of the participants in a new project, a collaboration among
the University of Maine Lobster Institute, the Maine Lobster
Dealers Association, Bates College, and the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association. The project will use temperature and motion sensors designed by Matthew Jadud, Bates associate professor of digital and computational studies, and Phil Dostie, Environmental
Geochemistry Lab manager, to monitor the conditions experienced by lobsters in the trap, on the boat, in the crate and on the
truck.
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

When sailing off the coast of Maine in the summer, it’s wise
to keep an eye out for fog. The mix of sultry summer air
and the cold waters of the Gulf of Maine often produces a
legendary “pea soup” fog late in summer along the coast,
when headlands and buoys disappear in a blanket of grey.
It’s hard to find your way even with the best of GPS units.
Consider then how much more difficult it was in the days
before electronics, when Maine lobstermen navigated their
way in the thickest fog by compass and a deep understanding of coast and currents.
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environmental stressors lobsters experience as they pass
through the supply chain, from boat to dock to shipping
truck. Using tiny sensors that can record temperature and
motion, researchers will be able to pinpoint practices that
harm and, conversely, help lobsters survive their journey
to the dealer.

Summertime is a time to celebrate all that the Maine
coast has to offer, among which are its many festivals. The
three-day Sweet Chariot Music and Arts Festival on Swans
Island, however, remains fairly unknown, in part because
the island offers relatively
few accommodations for
visitors. But for the island’s residents and summer visitors, the Festival
has been part of the summer scene for the last
three decades, complete
with an evening serenade
by the performers aboard
local lobster boats. “It’s a
fantastic opportunity to
Although the tranquility of summer is upon us, Maine’s
listen to some truly great
lobstermen face a season full of anxiety. MLA photo.
music,” said one Swans
Islander.

Lobstermen find themselves in a similar situation today, not because of
fog, but because of an onslaught of possible regulations related to protecting the endangered North
Atlantic right whale. The
future course for Maine
lobstermen is unclear because of a changing marine environment which
has affected right whale
distribution and feeding patterns in the region. Those changes have
pushed the animals into harm’s way, both in U.S. waters and
more importantly, in the lightly regulated waters of Canada.

The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) spent
the month of June discussing possible actions the state can
take to comply with the National Marine Fisheries Service’s
mandate to reduce risk from lobstering gear by between
60% and 80%. To do so, lobstermen will have to remove
half their vertical lines from the water and, as we note in
this month’s issue, they have very vehement views about
that goal. In July, NOAA will hold its own round of meetings
with lobstermen to listen to their thoughts on how best to
reduce entanglement risk, which is sure to be volatile.
Maine also has a burgeoning aquaculture industry composed of small- and larger-scale enterprises growing everything from baby eels to kelp. Some shellfish farmers want
to expand their businesses, which has caused a strong
backlash from adjacent landowners and others. Landings
reviews the DMR aquaculture lease process, the specific
steps applicants must follow to be approved, and opportunities for lobstermen to weigh in.
Caring for lobsters after they have been taken from
the traps is an integral part of the animal’s quality and
translates into money for the harvester, as another article in this month’s issue highlights. Bates College, the
Lobster Institute at the University of Maine, the Maine
Lobster Dealers Association and the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association have joined together on a project to track the

Maine’s coast not only inspires musicians but also artists of every kind. Portland artist Alison Bramhall was influenced by her father who loved
to sail and, in his later years, to paint as well. Her father,
in turn, was influenced by his mother who was a painter
and an illustrator for the Portland Press Herald. Bramhall’s
work reflects the links that three generations of the family
have forged with the coast and the Gulf of Maine.
Finally, Maine’s fishing communities are made up of hardworking people, many of whom we will never hear about. As
Monique Coombs notes in her column this month, Becky
Rand is one that we should all take notice of. The owner of
Becky’s Diner on Commercial Street in Portland, Rand was
recognized at the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association annual meeting in June for her support of Maine’s commercial
fishing industry. Over the years she has hosted meetings,
organized fundraisers, and been a vocal advocate for fishing businesses and fishermen’s way of life. At the meeting the Association’s executive director Ben Martens said,
“Becky Rand is a shining example of an individual who, in
all aspects of her life, gives back to Maine’s fishing community and Portland’s working waterfront. We are thrilled to
award her the MCFA Community Leadership Award.”
We hope you enjoy this issue and look forward to suggestions for future articles.

Subscribe to Landings, where lobstermen get their news!
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www.mlcalliance.org or send us a check
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AQUACULTURE LEASES — UNDERSTANDING THE PROCESS
By Antonina Pelletier

sends notices to the local Lobster
Advisory Council representatives.
Once the notices are sent, the public has thirty days to comment on
the application. This is the time
to request a public hearing on the
application if desired. If no comments are received

Maine’s aquaculture industry is growing. It was valued at nearly $72 million in
2018. If you receive email updates from the Department of Marine Resources
(DMR), you’ve probably noticed that your inbox is regularly flooded with notices about aquaculture leases. Or perhaps you have received a letter in the
mail or seen a notice in your local paper. So what’s this aquaculture application
process all about?
First, there are three types of aquaculture leases in Maine and they all have separate review processes. Limited Purpose Aquaculture or LPAs are licenses for
aquaculture leases that are 400 square feet or less to raise certain types of shellfish, green sea urchins or marine algae. These licenses are renewable annual
licenses that expire on Dec 31st of each year. The cost is just a low application
fee of $50, and primary approval is by the local harbormaster or a municipal
officer before DMR issues the license. An LPA license is often used to try out a
new area, or is used by hobby farmers or by small commercial enterprises. They
are not expandable nor is the renewal guaranteed. However, this type of application has increased dramatically from 200 to 600 over the past three years.

The third type is a Standard Lease issued for sites up to 100 acres for any species already present in Maine. The lease runs for up to 20 years. Sites smaller
than 100 acres can be expanded by either 25% or 4 acres whichever is less, not
to exceed 100 acres. These sites are renewable. The application cost runs from
$1500 to $2000 and lease holders also pay $100/acre/year fee to the state. The
process for a standard application always includes two opportunities for public
feedback and a public hearing is required.

DMR science staff are required
to visit the site to characterize it
and evaluate existing uses within
the proposed area ( fishing, recreation, how close it is to shore,
channels, mooring, and potentially conduct a SCUBA dive or drop
camera video to characterize the
flora and fauna in the area, etc.).
This information is used to creates
a “site review report”. If no hearing is conducted, the application
Aquaculture ventures in Maine
and the report are sent back to
come in many sizes, feature differDMR Hearings Officer and to the
ent species, and are rapidly inAssistant Attorney Genera who
creasing in number. Photo courtesy
have has 60 days to review the apof University of Maine.
plication and to make a draft decision. The draft The final decision is
sent to the Assistant Attorney General for review and the final decision is made
by the Commissioner of Marine Resources. The lease paperwork is submitted
to the applicant and filed with the DMR office. Notices are sent of the approval
or denial, with a 30 to 40 day appeal period to the Superior Court. If no appeals
are made, the lease paperwork is submitted to the applicant and filed with the
DMR office.

The application and approval process for each of these varies. Once an
Experimental Lease application has been submitted and deemed complete,
DMR is required to send notices about the application to landowners within
1000 feet of the proposed site, and to the officials of the town, and are required
to place notices of the application and hearing in a local newspaper. DMR also

If five or more people who received the notices of the application file written
comments a request for a public hearing, then a hearing is required to take
place. DMR has the option of holding a public hearing even if one is not requested in order to solicit feedback from the public. So far that hasn’t happened. Typically when a site is controversial, DMR will get five or more public
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Experimental leases are granted for sites of up to 4 acres for suspended or
bottom cultures. These leases run for three years and are non-renewable. The
application cost is a little higher ($100), and lease holders pay a fee of $100
per acre per year. The sites are allowed to grow any species already present in
Maine and are often used as a test site for a permanent or Standard Lease. The
approval process goes through DMR and has the possibility of public feedback
through a comment period or potentially a public hearing.
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What can lobstermen learn from Cal. crab fishermen?

By Noah Oppenheim
This past spring California’s Dungeness crab fishery, in recent years the state’s
second-most valuable sector, was shut down three months early (it usually runs
mid-November to July along the entire coast) as part of a lawsuit filed by the
Center for Biological Diversity (CBD). CBD sued the State of California because
of whale entanglements with Endangered Species Act (ESA)-listed whales. Our
Dungeness crab fishery is state managed, therefore there is no Incidental Take
Permit (ITP) or Take Reduction Team (TRT). The management agency is now
facing a hairtrigger for future closures because of a settlement in the case, and
there may be additional lawsuits in the future.

American fisheries have been divided and conquered for decades. The most important thing
Maine lobstermen can do right now is unite.
I grew up in Maine and I studied lobsters and the lobster fishery at UMaine.
Having now spent time in the trenches of whale litigation on the West Coast, I
believe it’s important for Maine lobstermen to understand the legal and policy
implications of the California crab situation. My organization’s members are
dealing with what would be close to the worst-case scenario for Maine. The
Maine lobster fishery should avoid this scenario, and I believe it can.
How did we get here?
On the West Coast, CBD’s legal engagement resulted in a federal court case filed
in October, 2017, which focused on entanglements with ESA-listed species in
California Dungeness crab gear. Our organization, the Pacific Coast Federation
of Fishermen’s Associations (PCFFA), was the sole entity to intervene in CBD v.
Bonham to protect the interests of our industry. The case proceeded relatively
normally over the first 16 months, but this past spring the judge informed the
parties that she was likely to rule in favor of CBD. In the absence of an ITP, the
judge said, the State of California was going to be found liable for permitting the
fishery in a manner that allowed incidental take.
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The state asked the judge for a couple weeks to
reach a settlement, and the parties began talks.
Those settlement talks were the most difficult
and frustrating days of my career, but in the end
we had an agreement that was better for the fleet
than it would have been absent our participation. At the end of March our Board of Directors
voted to agree to the settlement negotiated between the parties, which resulted in the closure
of the California Dungeness crab fishery on April
15th and will almost certainly result in subsequent early closures in the spring.
The alternative to settlement was the very real
risk that the judge in the case would shut down
the fishery entirely for multiple seasons or, less
damaging but still extremely troubling, manage
the fishery from the bench.

Noah Oppenheim is the
executive director of the
Pacific Coast Federation
of Fishermen’s
Associations.

In the end, the decision our Board made was a
choice between the least damaging settlement that CBD would agree to (and it
most definitely would have been a worse settlement if we weren’t at the table),
or the risk of judicial intervention in our fishery. This was a lose-lose deal. Our
organization made an extraordinarily difficult choice knowing the risks of both
options. The fleet will lose millions of dollars, and our members have suffered
and will continue to suffer hardship.
In order to contemplate the impact that this case will have to the crab industry,
and the potential for similar scenarios to affect other fixed gear fisheries, you
first have to understand the legal landscape we are operating in today. But you
don’t have to be a lawyer to grasp the implications. Compliance with the ESA in
the California Dungeness crab fishery means dealing with entanglement risk
without a viable mitigation framework in place or face the very real potential
of even more restrictive closures.
What can be done about it?
The implication is clear: fixed gear fisheries with documented/confirmed entanglements are dealing with extraordinary legal exposure. Responding to this
exposure in an organized and strategic way is critically important because the
alternative is chaos, which our opponents will gladly take advantage of. In the
case of the California Dungeness crab fishery, responding intelligently means
uniting in common purpose to achieve the most favorable ITP possible, to aggressively fight any future legal challenges, and to remind politicians and the
public of the value commercial fisheries bring to them.
We’re also similarly faced with the challenge of reviewing scientific tools and
the decisions that are based on them. Like the situation in the Maine lobster
fishery, questionable triggers for management action based on unverifiable
presumptions are being used in decision making in California. Such approaches should be challenged vigorously.
It’s likely going to take at least two years for the feds to issue an ITP for the
Dungeness crab fishery and, in the meantime, the actions we take and the decisions we make under the auspices of the California settlement could mean the
difference between a period of belt tightening, or the implosion of California’s
coastal communities.
American fisheries have been divided and conquered for decades. The most
important thing Maine lobstermen can do right now is unite. Challenge bad
ideas, advance good ones. The alternative is far too damaging to allow.
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ISLAND MUSIC FESTIVAL ONE OF A KIND
By Antonina Pelletier
Maine is home to musicians of every level. Summer theaters and summer camps bring musicians both young and old to the coast. Outdoor concerts abound, but the Sweet Chariot Music and Arts
Festival is an outdoor music experience of a different
sort. This three-day festival takes place in early August
on Swans Island, an island known mostly for its lobster fishing. Part of its character is that this festival is
almost impossible to attend; there are limited accommodations on the island. Another is how the festival
is entwined in this island community of lobstermen.
“Swans Island is right up there for attracting interesting characters,” said Doug Day, a Swans Island summer resident and Sweet Chariot’s program director.
Located six miles off Mount Desert Island, the island
has nearly 400 year-round residents, a number which
swells to about 1,000 during the balmier months. With
only one inn and a tiny general store, Swans Island is
not a tourist destination and that’s fine with its resident lobstermen.
Yet every summer for nearly 30 years, Day has brought
professional musicians and performers from all over
the United States to the island for the three-day music
festival. Using the 225-seat Oddfellows Hall, the Sweet
Chariot Music and Arts Festival presents 24 musicians
over three nights. A living mural painted by artist
Buckley Smith emerges as a backdrop and testament
to each season’s event. The music is Americana and
folk performed by a Who’s Who of singer-songwriters.
The audience consists of guests from local schooners,
“yachties” and some local residents. The show runs
too late for most lobstermen who are usually up before 4 a.m.

boaters. This soon turned into a yearly tradition. Some lobstermen are willing
to provide a boat to bring singers out onto the water. “I am astounded at how
supportive the fishing community is [of the Sea Shanty event],” said Day. “For
years Llewelyn Joyce provided his boat Prince of Peace.”
The connection between lobsterman and visiting
musician is forged in other ways. Jefferson Hamer is
an award-winning folk musician from New York City.
“He’s on the A-list,” explained Day. One summer Day
came out of the theater one night and found Hamer
sitting on the back step giving a private lesson to then
18-year-old islander Marshall Walker.

Above, artist Buckley Smith’s 2013 theater
backdrop, which he paints in front of the
festival audience each year. Photo courtesy
of B. Smith. Below, singing sea shanties in
the old days.

In the early years, in an effort to entice an audience
for the evening’s shows, performers would row out
into Burnt Cove Harbor and sing sea shanties to local

Walker is a lobsterman. He hauls full-time on his 35’
Duffy the Josephine Wriggins, named for his sister.
Music seems to be his passion: he’s been playing the
guitar for seven or eight years, along with the tin
whistle and the mandolin. He collaborates with his
brother Shep, performing classic country and Celtic
music at home, on the mainland and most summers for the Sweet Chariot Music Festival. “We’re
the opening music. We play in the theater before the
show starts,” he said. Walker likes the festival. He appreciates the opportunity to play with professional
musicians from around the country and the fact that
they put on a “really good show.”
While the Sweet Chariot Music Festival might be
better described as a festival for musicians, there is
no doubt that the people and environment of Swans
Island nourish and support these musicians “from
away.” And it seems that feeling can be mutual. “It’s
a fantastic opportunity to listen to some truly great
music,” said one local.
The Sweet Chariot Music and Arts Festival takes
place this summer August 6 to 8. For more information contact Douglas Day, 156 Atlantic Loop Rd.,
Swan’s Island, ME 04685 or sweetchariotmusicfestival@gmail.com.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
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•••
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sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
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on it since 1954.
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Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
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Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
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Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

All meetings take place in
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
July 10
5 p.m., Darby’s restaurant,
Belfast

STEAMING AHEAD
One question related to the whale rules weighs heavily on
lobstermen’s minds these days: “Who is fighting for Maine
lobstermen?”
As the Maine Lobstermen’s Association executive director,
I can say emphatically that the MLA is. So why doesn’t it
seem that way to many lobstermen?
In my opinion, it is because this issue is so complicated
and the consequences potentially dire. In talking to Maine
lobstermen, there is a strong sense that the process has
been not been transparent and has been aimed at pushing Maine harvesters to shoulder unnecessary burdens.
Simply put, lobstermen are being asked to make significant
changes without any demonstration that the sacrifices
they make would truly help reverse the right whale decline.
They want someone to stand up and fight and tell the feds
that enough is enough.
Believe me, I get it. I agree that this needs to be done. But
we also need to ensure that our industry is prepared for the
worst. If the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) determines that the lobster fishery could jeopardize the recovery of right whales in the pending Biological Opinion, the
fishery could be shut down. We’ve been told to expect a jeopardy finding against the fishery. We’ve been told that NMFS
will implement draconian measures if the fishery itself does
not put forward a plan. Those are not rumors, those are facts.
It is the MLA’s job to fight for lobstermen, and I take that
role very seriously. But most importantly, it is the MLA’s job
to make sure that lobstermen are able to fish, to provide for
their families and keep their communities alive. It is MLA’s
job to make sure that there is a fishery to pass on to the
next generation. That is why we continue to participate in
the process to identify whale conservation measures that
can work for our fishermen. We want to be sure that Maine
lobstermen have had input into those rules so that we
maintain a viable fishery.
The situation is beyond frustrating and I hate knowing that
many in the industry feel that the MLA has let them down
while the MLA is fighting so hard for Maine lobstermen.
It doesn’t feel like a fair fight. The environmental community’s agenda is simple — save the right whales! They have the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA) on their side. Any permitted activity that has the potential to impact the species is subject
to stringent regulations. Only one right whale can die each
year from human-causes but right whale deaths attributed
to entanglement on average exceed five per year. And they
argue that ropeless fishing can provide a future in which
right whales and lobstermen coexist.
The job for lobstermen is far more complex. While the fishing industry is committed to ensuring the recovery of right
whales, we do not want to take on the burden of oppressive
regulations when we do not believe we are responsible for
the decline of the species. Lobstermen want to know that
any changes they make will help right whales recover.
The MLA has argued that it’s not our gear and asked why
we are being asked to make such sweeping changes. The
fact is that over the last five year less than 4% of known
right whale serious injuries and mortalities due to entanglement were traced back to U.S. fisheries. There have been
just two known cases back in the early 2000’s when Maine
lobster gear has been removed from right whales.
What complicates matters is that 74% of harmful entanglements are from fishing gear that cannot be traced to any
particular fishery or country. It’s just fishing rope. As you
know, lobster gear fished in most of Maine state waters is
exempt from gear marking, so we cannot prove that the
unknown rope came from fisheries outside of Maine. We
just don’t have that information.

2016), indicating that it was part of the “Northeast trap/pot
fishery.” All three cases involved 3/8-inch rope. The whales
in 2011 and 2016 were successfully disentangled (the gear
from the 2016 case was traced to the Massachusetts lobster
fishery) and both whales have been re-sighted healthy. The
whale entangled in 2012 died as a result of its injuries.
These are the facts. This is what the available data tells.
Given the complexity of the issue, the MLA’s strategy
moves on two parallel tracks: 1) don’t let the feds decide
our future; and 2) continue the fight by challenging the
interpretation of the facts, demanding accountability and
improvements in the data.
In the “don’t let the feds decide your future” category, lobstermen must recognize that the Maine lobster fishery, and in
fact, all U.S. lobster fisheries, fall squarely in the crosshairs of
two of our nation’s most powerful federal laws: the ESA and
the MMPA. Those laws have been in place since the 1970’s and
have only been strengthened. We cannot change those laws.
So we must come together as an industry to identify whale
protection measures that will allow us to continue to fish.
If we don’t, either NMFS or a federal judge could decide for
us. As painful as it is to pick your own poison, it is far riskier to let someone from outside the fishery pick it for us.
Case in point: in 2014 Maine put forward a plan to trawl
up our gear to reduce our vertical lines by 30%. NMFS implemented this plan. Massachusetts, on the other hand,
refused to put forward a plan — they said they had done
enough to protect whales and their gear was not the problem. The result? NMFS decided for them and implemented
a five-month closure. This took place before scientists realized the right whale population was in decline.
The MLA does not believe that Maine lobstermen are responsible for the right whale decline and it has vigorously
pointed to the multiple other causes of harm to whales. I
can assure you that every TRT member, resource manager,
and member of our Congressional delegation understands
that. But we also understand the laws. If Maine fails to
meet the requirements of the law, we are at risk of NMFS
implementing whale conservation measures for us. If for
some reason NMFS fails to do it, the courts could step in
with a mandated remedy. NMFS has talked about taking
traps away and looking to Canada as a model for our fishery. For reference, trap limits in Canada range from 250 to
375 traps. The MLA knows that Maine lobstermen do not
want to give up traps or face short fishing seasons. That is
why drafting a strategy to remove half of our vertical lines
from the water — and removing them on our own terms —
is a prudent part of this process.
A real challenge is to better position our industry for what
comes next. If right whales do not show signs of recovery in
the next five years, then what? We can’t sit back and watch
our industry die a death by a thousand cuts. We need to prove
once and for all whether Maine lobster gear is harming whales.
That is why the MLA strongly supports unique and expanded gear marking of our vertical lines. Maine must
be able to differentiate its gear from that fished in other
lobster fisheries so we can prove the extent to which
Maine lobster gear is or is not involved in the right whale
decline. The MLA supports marking Maine lobster gear
to the beach because we cannot afford to have any question about whether the gear came from Maine. Remember,
nearly three-fourths of the rope that is killing and harming
whales cannot be traced to where it was set. The MLA supports marking lengtheners because we must ensure that a
gear mark can be found if rope is removed from a whale. If
we don’t have enough marks on the gear, then why bother?
The MLA also continues to challenge the interpretation of
the data and demand accountability from the government.
First, we gathered the facts. It is the MLA that painstakingly collected all of the entanglement, serious injury and

What about the gear that we do mark? According to NMFS,
there have been three cases where rope with red marks has
been recovered from entangled right whales (in 2011, 2012, Continued on next page
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mortality data from NMFS to show that Maine gear has only been confirmed in
two entanglements. It is the MLA that dug into the serious injury and mortality data to show that U.S. gear has only been identified in two cases since 2010,
while the Canadian snow crab fishery has accounted for eight since 2016. It is the
MLA that met with the delegation in September 2018 and April 2019 to raise our
strong concerns and demand accountability from the government on the severity of regulations to be imposed on Maine lobstermen. It is the MLA that remains
in close contact with the delegation, keeping them fully apprised of our situation.
The MLA has steadily challenged NMFS every step of the way on the current
regulatory process. We have argued that the methodology NMFS used to set
the risk reduction goal is faulty, and we continue to press that issue. The MLA
is pushing for a peer review of the newly developed decision support tool (a
computer model) to ensure it can credibly assess the risks of fishery and whale
interactions before it is used to estimate the conservation benefit of proposed
regulations. The MLA consistently has demanded that Canada be held responsible for its role in the right whale decline, given that so many right whale
deaths have occurred in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. With six more deaths recorded in Canada so far this year, this issue remains more important than ever.
In 2018, the MLA intervened in the court case brought forward by five environmental groups seeking more stringent whale regulations such as ropeless
fishing. The MLA has a lawyer on retainer advising us throughout this process
and ensuring that the lobster industry has a voice in any management actions
that could be contemplated by the court. The MLA continues to fight against
ropeless fishing and mandatory closures and for lobstermen to have a voice in
how our fishery is regulated.
To that end, the MLA held seven industry meetings in 2018 to educate lobstermen and prepare for these emerging whale rules. We have participated in
research efforts to test strength of endlines, determine safe working loads for
our boats and collect data on ropes and gear configurations used in the fishery.
The MLA developed materials to educate the public about the robust recovery
right whales previously had been experiencing as a result of the whale conservation measures put in place by Maine lobstermen.
And the MLA continues to advocate for better information on where the whales
actually are. The MLA has highlighted the need to develop a viable technology to successfully tag right whales and to fund adequate monitoring of right
whales in U.S. waters through aerial and acoustic surveys.
It’s a long list, isn’t it? Yet I know that many who read these pages will think
that it is not enough simply because NMFS is continuing its mandated process
under the ESA and MMPA. Federal law is like the tide -- when it starts to roll
in it can overwhelm anything in its path. But there are things you can do if you
use every tool at your disposal to lessen the harm that could happen, pull your
allies together, and fight like hell against the unjust and the unfair. That is what
the MLA is doing.
And as always, stay safe on the water.
MLA JULY DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY
The June Board of Directors meeting took place at the Maine Maritime Museum.
President Kristan Porter thanked the museum staff for hosting the MLA.
Antonina Pelletier is working on the 2020 membership campaign. Business renewals have gone out and harvester renewals will be mailed in late June or July.
The MLA will have a booth at three lobster boat races this season — Stonington,
Winter Harbor and Long Island — and has donated swag as prizes to all of the
lobster boat races. Antonina is working on a promotion with Heiniken
beer through which a portion of certain sales will be donated to the Maine
Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
(MLCA). She is also working to organize the annual MLCA Relief Fund event
at Cook’s Lobster in September.

Lobstermen listened intently
at the Zone G Lobster Council
meeting in June. MLA photo.

MLA Board members commented on
the lobster season thus far, noting that
it had been a slow spring for everyone.
The water is cold and landings have
been slow. Many lobstermen have left
their boats ashore longer than usual
and waited to set gear. Fewer traps
have been set than at this time in previous years. Lobstermen are concerned
because the lobster price dropped despite weak spring landings. There have
not yet been any bait shortages reported. Bait prices are highly variable. Last
year’s supply of salted product is priced

well but quality may be an issue; quotes for fresh product are coming in very
high so lobstermen are seeking alternatives. There are reports of lobstermen
buying bait ahead in anticipation of a bait shortage later this season. Some
have bought their own freezers to put up bait. Others have purchased hide bait
to put in storage.
The MLA board continued its discussion on aquaculture. There is growing concern over the volume of aquaculture applications and leases moving through
DMR, however lobstermen are most concerned about the siting of aquaculture
leases greater than 10 acres in size. Given the new whale rules that lobstermen will be facing, there is concern about allowing the aquaculture industry
to add more vertical lines in the water. The board expressed a need to control
the growth of Maine’s aquaculture industry. The MLA has been in touch with
DMR staff and the Maine Aquaculture Association about getting lobstermen
more involved in the process. The MLA will reach out to DMR to start an educational series in Landings on how lobstermen can most effectively engage in the
process. Some board members pointed out that many lobstermen are actually
diversifying into aquaculture, which is a very good fit in many communities.
Patrice provided an update on bills before the Legislature. The session is scheduled to end on June 19. Bills that have passed include a bill to clarify how the temporary medical allowance works, a bill for a pilot program to allow Gray Zone
lobstermen to fish 24 hours during September and October; a bill to allow Class
III license holders to take up to four unlicensed crewmembers; a bill to prohibit
offshore oil and natural gas drilling; a bill to allow Monhegan student license
holders to fish during the closed season; the Governor’s Climate Change bill; and
a bill directing the Public Utilities Commission to approve a long-term contract
with Maine AquaVentus for energy and capacity. The lobster waiting list bill was
carried over to the next session so it will be discussed again in January 2020.
The MLA Board discussed the development of Maine’s whale plan at length.
The MLA met with the delegation in April to raise concerns over the development of the whale rules. The delegation sent a letter to the Department of
Commerce in May stating its concerns about the impact of the whale rules on
Maine and seeking accountability from NMFS.
The MLA is attending all of the DMR meetings with the Lobster Advisory
Council and in each zone council to listen to industry concerns and feedback
on DMR’s strawman whale plan proposals. Maine has crafted several alternatives, which include trap limits of 800, 600 and 400 combined with trawling up
scenarios that set minimum traps per trap from 0 to 3 miles; 3 to 12 miles; and
12+ miles. The state’s proposals include a ¼ mile buffer zone in and around
all land and islands in Maine state waters, which would be exempt from any
trawling up minimums. DMR stressed that these proposals are a starting point
and welcome feedback from the industry. Lobstermen can comment on a
statewide plan or bring ideas forward to create a plan on a zone-by-zone basis.
Lobstermen must get any proposals to DMR by July 15 so they can be analyzed
before DMR’s next round of meetings in August.
The DMR has stated that Maine will move forward with unique gear marking
in 2020 in order to build a stronger case that Maine lobster gear is not involved
in right whale entanglements. The state also is moving forward with 100% harvester reporting for all lobstermen and vessel tracking for federal lobster boats.
The MLA board has strong concerns over the draft proposals put forward by
DMR. The Board is concerned about smaller vessels going to quads in state waters, offshore boats going to 30’s or 40’s, and many strongly opposed trap limits.
There is also a strong concern about the potential for offshore boats to shift
long trawls closer to shore which would put many in the inshore fleet at risk.
Additional alternatives must be developed. While a zone-by-zone approach
may generate better ideas for local areas, there is concern about how this concept will work on a statewide basis.
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) is developing a proactive
campaign to deal with the media in regard to the Maine lobster fishery and
pending whale rules. The MLMLC will highlight Maine’s strong track record of
sustainable management, which includes protections for whales, and emphasize protecting the economic viability of Maine’s fishing communities as new
whale rules are developed. The MLA will hold its next meeting on Wednesday,
July 10 at 5 p.m. at Darby’s.
NEFMC APPROVES DEEPER HERRING CUTS IN 2020
The New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) approved changes to
the herring management plan that lower the quota for 2020 and 2021 and redefines overfishing to be more consistent with the 2018 benchmark herring stock
assessment. The Annual Catch Limit (ACL) for 2019 is 15,065 metric tons (mt)
and 11,571 mt for 2020 and 2021. However, the 2021 specifications likely will be
revisited following a new stock assessment that is scheduled to take place in
2020. The 2019 ACL is already in place through a NMFS in-season adjustment.
Although provisions are in place to allow for the carryover of unharvested
catch from one year to the next by up to 10% of an area’s sub-ACL, the Council
Continued on page 8
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voted to “temporarily prohibit carryovers” for 2020 and 2021 given the current
condition of the resource.

MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING COLLABORATIVE

The Council voted to set Overfishing Limit (OFL) and Acceptable Biological
Catch (ABC) based on the ABC control rule proposed in Amendment 8 while
using the original projections made by its Scientific and Statistical Committee.
This was referred to as “Alternative 2 Original” in the draft framework.

The MLMC Board met on June 11 in Rockland. MLA executive director Patrice
McCarron attended the meeting. The MLMC is developing a strategy for a communications plan around the Maine lobster industry’s proactive approach
to minimize negative interactions with right whales. Weber Shandwick, the
MLMC’s public relations firm, is managing this work.
Weber Shandwick proposed a series of initiatives including the development
of a centralized hub for information to allow the industry and reporters access the most up-to-date information on the issue and pending management
actions. They will produce new content, such as videos, that showcase lobstermen’s whale protection efforts to date, fact sheets and infographics to illustrate
the Maine lobster industry’s long track record of whale protection actions.
The MLMC board also discussed its presence at Seafood Expo Northeast (SENA,
formerly Boston Seafood Show). MLMC engaged in a digital marketing campaign related to the show to drive people to its website through which they
can engage with Maine lobster dealers. The MLMC focused on content creation
which is now available through a creative content hub. Maine lobster dealers
and industry members can register to take advantage of all of these materials.
The MLMC is promoting Maine new shell lobster through the creation of “new
shell wait list.” Those who enter will find out when Maine new shell hits the
market and be eligible for a Downeast vacation giveaway. This program is generating a lot of interest. They are also working to trademark “New Shell Lobster.”
DMR ZONE COUNCIL WHALE MEETINGS
During June, DMR Commissioner Pat Keliher led a series of whale meetings
with each zone council and the Lobster Advisory Council to discuss options for
Maine as new federal whale rules develop. Several fo DMR’s senior staff on both
the science and policy side were in attendance at each meeting. MLA’s executive
director, Patrice McCarron, attended all of these meetings to monitor the conversation and listen to feedback from lobstermen across the state. The meetings
were well attended, ranging from 85 to over 300 people at each meeting.

The Council set the management uncertainty buffer, which is the between
ABC and the Annual Catch Limit (ACL), and is factored into specifications to
help ensure that the ABC is not exceeded due to Canadian catch in the New
Brunswick weir fishery. Management uncertainty previously was set at 6,200
mt. This time, the Council supported using a 10-year average of Canadian catches, which resulted in an uncertainty buffer of 4,560 mt. If the New Brunswick
weir catch through October 1 is less than the 4,000-mt trigger in 2019 or the
2,942-mt trigger in 2020 and 2021, then 1,000 mt will be subtracted from the
buffer and added to Area 1A.
The Council set the border transfer figure, which applies to fish caught in Area
1A by U.S. fishermen then transferred to Canada via a Canadian carrier and
which must be used for human consumption. Until 2019, the border transfer
allocation was set at 4,000 mt annually. In 2019, however, it was zero. For 2020
and 2021, the Council voted to set it at 100 mt. The specification has not been
utilized in recent years.
The Council set the specific management area sub-ACLs, keeping the same spatial percentage splits for the available quota: Area 1A-28.9%; Area 1B-4.3%; Area
2-27.8%; and Area 3-39%. The Council also kept the same Area 1 seasonal splits:
Area 1A January through May-0%; Area 1A June through December-100%; Area
1B January through April-0%; Area 1B May through December-100%.
The Council’s changes to the herring management plan must be approved by
the NMFS before it is implemented. The target implementation date is January
1, 2020, the start of the new fishing year for Atlantic herring.
The Council maintained the current 2019 river herring and shad catch caps
for 2020 and 2021 in Framework 6, with the Gulf of Maine midwater trawl limit
set at 76.7 mt, Cape Cod midwater trawl limit set at 32.4 mt, the southern New
England and Mid-Atlantic midwater trawl limit set at 129.6 mt, and the southern New England and Mid-Atlantic bottom trawl set at 122.3 met.

2019 Atlantic Herring Landings
Area

Quota 2019

1A*
1B
2
3
Total

4,184
628
4,062
5,700
14,574

Data through June 27, 2019
% 2019 Quota Cumulative
Landed YTD
Catch 2019 YTD
0%
0
0%
0
116%
4,721
20%
1,122
40%
5,844

Landings at this
time last year
3,247
0
6,674
1,178
11,099

At each meeting, the Commissioner presented an overview of federal laws
(Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act) driving the need for
additional whale rules. Maine has committed to removing 50% of its vertical lines
from the water and adding weak rope to endlines in federal waters to meet the federal government’s mandate to reduce risk to whales by 60%. DMR outlined several
“strawman” proposals for the industry to consider. These proposals considered a
range of trap limits ranging from 800 to 400, combined with minimum trawling up
limits by distance from shore (0 to 3 miles, 3 to 12 miles, and 12+ miles).
Maine will also implement a unique gear marking program to differentiate
Maine gear from all other areas, and implement vessel tracking on federal
vessels and 100% reporting for all harvesters. It is hoped that this will insulate Maine from future regulations by showing the magnitude and location of
Maine’s lobstering effort throughout the year and ensuring that Maine gear is
uniquely marked so we will know for sure if it is found to interact with a whale.
DMR has given each zone council the opportunity to generate its own alternatives to reach the risk reduction goal, and to meet with DMR scientists to run
various proposals. This work must by complete by July 15 as DMR plans to hold
a second round of zone council meetings in August to review these results and
narrow down potential options.
GOVERNOR SIGNS OFFSHORE WIND, CLIMATE CHANGE BILLS
Governor Mills signed LD 994 on June 19, a resolve to require the Public Utilities
Commissioner to approve a long-term contract for the Maine AquaVentus
wind project proposed off Monhegan Island. The MLA opposed this bill due to
its long-standing concerns that ocean energy development is not in the longterm interest of the state of Maine or our fishermen. In addition, the Governor
signed on to participate with Massachusetts and New Hampshire in a Gulf of
Maine Intergovernmental Regional Task Force on offshore wind. She also will
create the Maine Offshore Wind Initiative. This will be a state-based program
to identify opportunities for offshore wind development in the Gulf of Maine
and to determine how Maine can position itself to benefit from future offshore
wind projects.
Gov. Mills also moved to establish the Maine Climate Change Council to develop a climate plan for Maine to mitigate, prepare and adapt to climate change.
The bill establishes greenhouse gas emission reduction goals (45% by 2030 and
80% by 2050 below 1990 levels) and includes development of a clean energy
economy transition plan. The MLA testified neither for nor against this bill,
citing the wide range of views among lobstermen on climate change and the
fear that poorly-planned climate change solutions could be very costly to small
businesses, like lobstering, while offering little reward.
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRONICS

INSURANCE

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.

Midcoast Marine Electronics
129 Lakeview Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic products, excluding MRP products

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
B&S Bait
Blake Smith
17 Smith Lane
Cherryfield, ME 04622
207-664-4266
bandsbait2018@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket when buying 36
buckets or more
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT

LEGAL SERVICES
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Foodie Tours
Pam Laskey
PO Box 1905
Portland, ME 04104
207-233-7485
info@mainefoodietours.com
www.mainefoodietours.com
10% off culinary walking tours, any
location
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Law Offices of Crystal Tarjick
PO Box 11
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-691-2633
crystal@ctmelaw.com
10% off on all legal serives to MLA
members.
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Pack Edge
Jim Freeman
340 Presumpscot St.
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com

Garbo Lobster
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217

Rope Razor
3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
plantes@buoysticks.com
www.buoysticks.com
GIFTS

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT
REPAIR

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com

Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
Ryan Oliver
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT

Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts.
New propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers, shafting, & related items, sales, repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off liftraft repack, $50 off new
liferaft purchase at both locations.
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Locations in South Portland &
Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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Not just a life preserver.

A legacy preserver.
Lifejackets. They’re not cork anymore. Now lighter, less
bulky, and easier to work in. Put on your lifejacket and
preserve your legacy. Help keep a good thing going.

Yes, they are all wearing
flotation devices!

RDR LOBSTER
AND SHELLFISH

Trenton & Jonesboro, Maine

Many thanks
WRWKHVHÀQHEXVLQHVVHV
WKH0/$·V.HHSHUPHPEHUV
Acadia Seaplants LLC

Interstate Lobster Co.

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust Island Fishing Gear &
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Auto Parts
Beals Lobster Pier

Island Fishermen’s
Wives

Old School Pig Bait
Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Chapman & Chapman

Journey’s End Marina

Polyform US

Coastal Documentation

Kip’s Seafood

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Co-operative

Bowdoin College
Dining Services

Conary Cove Lobster Co. Lobster Trap Co.
Cousins Maine Lobster Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.
Cushing Diesel, LLC
Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.
Downeast Boat Co.
F.A. Peabody Insurance
Farrin’s Boatshop
Finestkind Scenic
Cruises
First National Bank
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.

207-667-2250
rdrlobster@yahoo.com

Novatec Braids LTD

Island Seafood LLC

Bell Power Systems Inc.

• Buying Lobster Year Round
• Top Prices Paid
• Pickups Available
• Instant Pay

Northeast Marine
Survey Inc.

Machias Savings Bank

Port Lobster Co.
Purseline Bait

Maine Center for Coastal Riverdale Mills
Fisheries
South Bristol FisherMaine Financial Group men’s Cooperative
Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
Maine Port Authority
Maine Sea Grant
Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.

0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH
Georgetown Fishermen’s Survival Training
Co-op
Midcoast Marine Supply
Guy Cotten, Inc.
New England Marine &
Infab Refractories Inc.
Industrial Inc.
Inland Seafood

Superior Bait & Salt
Superior Marine
Products Inc.
Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Cooperative
:LOOLDP&R൶QDQG
Sons, Inc.
Williams CPA Group LLC
Worcesters Lobster Bait
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

Lee Fisher has been a leading provider of quality commercial
fishing supply in the US since 1982.

BAIT BAG
.Material: P.E.(Polyethylene) No.18(380d/24)
Mesh: 1” Or 1-1/2” Stretched Mesh. Packaging: 1 Dozen

Price (Dz.)
Size

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

1-1/2” Mesh Yellow

1” Mesh Orange,
Blue, Yellow

7”

$ 6.50

$ 7.20

8”

$ 6.80

$ 7.50

9”

$ 7.20

$ 7.65

10”

$ 7.95

$ 8.20

12”

$ 8.80

$ 9.50

14”

$ 9.60

$ 11.25

16”

$ 12.00

$ 12.60

Prices Good Through August 31, 2019

Also visit us at

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.

WWW.LEEFISHERFISHING.COM
For other commercial fishing, crabbing, and
lobster supplies.

• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.

Bullet Buoy

Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

H

Poly-Dac Rope

MR-1010RII Commercial Radar

HAMILTON

MARINE
NOW STOCKING!

Hairless Salted Pig Hide
Lobster Bait
SAVE
BY THE
PALLET!

10.4" color TFT LCD display. 4kW, 36NM
range. Includes 2' radome scanner.
SAVE

$

199999

after
rebate

Manuf Mail-In Rebate
ICM-MR1010R2
Order# 773501

$

JIM-BUOY®

$

PUR-15463
Order# 127675

14

99 $
qt

49

99

gal

Orange

$

ea

$

57ea99

Reg 
CAL-G24-OT
Order# 105283

25

$

SAVE
$

Commercial Flare Kits
USCG APPROVED
3-50 Mile $
Reg 
OLI-820 Order# 118182

229 ea
$
32999ea

50+ Mile
Reg 
OLI-821 Order# 744831

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

99

10
each

$

3282ea

Flexible, all day comfort.
100% waterproof seamless
construction.

12495pr

3619ea

X-Trapper
Bib Trousers SAVE!

15" Xtratuf Legacy
Non-Insulated Boots

$

122993.5 gal

Electric Rope
Cutting Guns

PUR-15463HD $
Order# 735613

Order# 763280

$ 99

Order#
763277
769870
763278
769871

Heavy Duty 120 Watt

Order# 118243

Bridge Plank

9

1999ea

Green

24" Life Ring
SAVE

Description
4mm 5 Tier
4mm 7 Tier
PP7LHU
PP7LHU

100 Watt

HM-BPLANK-ADH
Order# 758838

USCG APPROVED Orange
with Reflective Tape

6ROGLQ)WFRLOV)RU
use in mussel farming.
AQC-FR50BK
Order# 763256

Plastic with handles
and holes for draining.
1 bushel capacity.

Bridge Plank Adhesive

Search# POL-A

Order#
761648
761649
761650

Fish Basket

HM-BPLANK50
Order# 757474

2849ea

Length
4.5"
4.75"
5.25"

:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ89
& weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap & water
cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Black or White.
Search# HM-LBP

[[WKLFNUXEEHUEULGJHSODQN
with textured top.

Starting At

6L]H
6PDOO
0HGLXP
/DUJH

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint

See just how tough
our buoy paint is!

Red or White, many
sizes in stock.

Aquaculture
lantern nets, for
use in scallop
farming.

100

SCAN THIS QR CODE!

Inflatable Mooring Buoys

Lantern Nets

1/2" Black
Fuzzy Rope

6WDLQOHVVVWHHOZLUH
6ROGE\WKHSDFN

$

ea

$1899.99 After $100

$

HML-HIDEBAIT
Order# 740935

Long Line Snaps

S-XL

11799
pr
$
12699pr
$

Reg 

2XL

Reg 

Sizes 5-14
Search# NCF-22272G

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit
USCG APPROVED
Hi-visibility yellow wrist and
ankle straps. Removable head
pillow. Articulated arms for
easier donning.
KNT-1540-AU $
99
ea
Order# 753274

249

Orange or Blue
Search# GYC-XTR

Adult Universal Cold Water
Immersion Suit

SAVE
USCG APPROVED
$
Wide legs for quick donning. 20
Dual zipper pull tabs.
Reg 
596$ $
99
Order# 743829
ea

249

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE
Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

Louisiana Bait Products, Inc.
Individually Quick Frozen (IQF) Pogie
Oily, salty, Gulf Menhaden has 5 times more oil than
Atlantic pogies*
*LSU Ag Center Test results

Buy factory direct
Stable supply and stable pricing
For more info call Shawn Switzer (337) 400-4121

www.getbait.com
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BRING IT HOME

PIG HIDE
BAIT

Hide Bait

Free Delivery, Unlimited Supply
1st Rate Service
The Maine legislature made hide bait, with specifications
regarding hair removal and thickness, a legal alternative
bait source in Maine when L.D. 1207 was signed into
law on June 8, 2017.

FACT:

1st Rate Bait was the only alternative bait
company instrumental in getting this bait
law passed.

With 10 years in business and 100,000+
buckets sold, 1st Rate Bait knows exactly
what fishermen require and provides fully
packed, quality product every time.

Free Delivery,
FACT:
FACT:
Unlimited Supply
FACT:

1st Rate Bait is a completely LEGAL
alternative bait source for Maine fishermen.
Delivery is free, supply is unlimited, and
customer service is 1st Rate.

“Lobsters Love To Get Under Our Skin”

Lobster & Crab Bait
Lobstab8@gmail.com

1st Rate Service

207-394-4343
314 Hudson Rd. Alton, Maine 04468

Ingredients: Pig Hide, Salt & Water

Lobster & Crab Bait
Lobstab8@gmail.com
207-394-4343
314 Hudson Rd.
Alton, ME 04468

BUY

AQUAMESH®
THE AMERICAN
CHOICE

FACT: With more than 10 years in business and
over 150,000+ buckets sold, 1st Rate Bait knows
exactly what fishermen require and provides a fully
packed, quality, consistent product every time.

RIVERDALE MILLS CORPORATION
1.800.762.6374 • 1.508.234.8400
sales@riverdale.com • www.riverdale.com







Working
to make 2019

your best season ever!
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PROTECT MAINE WATERS
for FUTURE GENERATIONS
I have been lobstering for 66 years. Lobstering
LV WKH ODUJHVW VKHOOˉVK KDUYHVW LQ WKH VWDWH
worth $500 million. Aquaculture leases
DUH UDSLGO\ LQFUHDVLQJ DQG , GRQȠW WKLQN
the rules are in place for an equal playing
ˉHOGIRUOREVWHUPHQˉVKHUPHQRUWKH0DLQH
SHRSOH,GRQȠWWKLQNZHVKRXOGDOORZVHOOLQJ
0DLQHȠV RFHDQV 1RZ LV WKH WLPH WR SURWHFW
WKH ZRUNLQJ ZDWHUIURQW Ȟ WKDW PHDQV IRU
HYHU\RQHȞ(UQLH%XUJHVV
I am a sternman and I am interested in
aquaculture. The time is now to get the rules
ULJKWVRERWKFDQVXUYLYHȞ.HOVH\)HQZLFN
To learn more: facebook.com/savemaquoitbay
Paid and Authorized by Maquoit Bay, LLC.

d,>Z'^d/dsZ/dz/Ed,d>Ed/EKZd,^d

/ŶŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶƐŝŶĐĞϮϬϬϭĂŶĚƐƟůůŐŽŝŶŐƐƚƌŽŶŐ͊ 

dƌƵƐƚhƐĨŽƌzŽƵƌ&ƌĞƐŚ͕^ĂůƚĞĚΘ
&ƌŽǌĞŶĂŝƚEĞĞĚƐ
&ƌŽŵ;ϭͿĂƌƚŽŶƚŽĂ&ƵůůdƌƵĐŬ>ŽĂĚ͘
,ĞƌƌŝŶŐ͕DĂĐŬĞƌĞů͕WŽŐŝĞƐ͕ZĞĚĮƐŚ͕ZŽĐŬĮƐŚ͕dƵŶĂ͕DŽŶŬͲ
ĮƐŚ͕^ĂƌĚŝŶĞƐ͕WůĂŝĐĞ͕^ƋƵŝĚ͕^ĞĂZŽďŝŶ͕,ĂůŝďƵƚ͕Θ^ŝůǀĞƌƐŝĚĞƐ͘
/ĨǁĞĚŽŶ͛ƚŚĂǀĞŝƚ͙WůĞĂƐĞĂƐŬĂŶĚǁĞ͛ůůĮŶĚŝƚ

tĞ͛ǀĞŐŽƚǇŽƵĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ͊
'ƌĞĂƚEĞǁƐ͗tĞŶŽǁďƵǇ>ŽďƐƚĞƌ͕ƚŽŽ͊

DĂŝŶWŚŽŶĞ>ŝŶĞ͗>ŝŶĞϵϳϴ͘Ϯϴϯ͘ϴϱϮϮ
Ăŝƚ^ŚŽƉWŚŽŶĞ>ŝŶĞ͗ϵϳϴ͘ϰϳϵ͘ϰϲϰϮ
KƉĞŶzĞĂƌZŽƵŶĚ
^ĞƌǀŝŶŐĐůŝĞŶƚƐϳĂǇƐĂtĞĞŬĨƌŽŵDŝĚͲ:ƵŶĞdŽDŝĚͲKĐƚŽďĞƌ
DŽŶĚĂǇͲ&ƌŝĚĂǇϱDͲϯWD͕^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇϲDͲϭϮWDΘ
^ƵŶĚĂǇϲDͲϭϬD
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PORTLAND ARTIST REFLECTS THREE GENERATIONS’
LINKS TO THE SEA
By Antonina Pelletier
One of Alison Bramhall’s strongest memories is growing up on the water. With
an artistic mother and a sailing father who loved to draw, the Maine shore
was Bramhall’s summer oasis and a source of ideas and materials. Her brightly colored art is a testament to those days when she was small. “Growing up,
it was fun to explore the coast and discover all the little treasures along the
shore,” she says. “Fun” is just one word to describe her decorative art. Her company, Festive Fish, sells notecards, pillows, calendars and decorative items for
the home. All her vibrant designs have their roots in Maine’s briny waters.
Festive Fish.com also carries a line of notecards designed to pay tribute to her
father, Peter, who began creating pastel paintings of the
Maine coast once he retired
as a vice-president at the financial firm, Hornblower
and Weeks. Most of those
paintings contain lobster
boats, traps and buoys. “I
remember we took a twoday painting class at Maine
Audubon one summer, and
the assignment was to paint
this tree on the property,”
reminisces Bramhall. “We’re
Peter Bramhall started painting later
standing in the middle of this
in life and focused on the Maine coast.
field and I look over to see
Photo courtesy of Festive Fish.
how my dad is doing and his
painting is of lobster buoys!”

The elder Bramhall inherited his artistic leanings from
his mother, Elinor. With an
art degree from Simmons
College, Elinor preferred
to draw people, creating
medical illustrations documenting her husband’s
work as a doctor at Maine
Medical Center. She also
drew handbags and gloves
for advertisements in the
Portland Press Herald and
was a celebrated painter.
Her most striking piece is a
Alison Bramhall’s work often begins with
two-tone chart of Casco Bay.
the shapes and patterns of Maine’s lobster
Previously on loan to the
industry. Photo courtesy of Festive Fish.
Portland Yacht Club, it currently hangs in a boathouse
in Boothbay, owned by granddaughter Betsy.
Each generation of the Bramhall family created art in his or her way, which
one can see on Bramhall’s website. She creates charts of Maine waters herself, brightly colored posters and prints designed to serve as love letters to the
Maine coast. All profits from the sale of her father’s notecards go toward The
Bramhall Family Scholarship Fund. While Bramhall confesses that she’ll never
draw like her grandmother or even her father, her own art reflects the same
passion for and appreciation of Maine’s remarkable coast.

Aquaculture continued from page 3

requests for a hearing on an experimental lease. That happens frequently.
The application process for a Standard aquaculture lease is a lot more complex. Before an interested party can even submit a draft application, they are
required to meet with DMR and the Harbormaster. Then they have four months
to submit the draft application. Once the draft application is received, DMR has
30 days to review it to make sure it is complete. Next the applicant must hold
a “Scoping Session” in the town where the site is to be based. This is basically
an informal public meeting hosted by the applicant to explain the proposed
aquaculture project to the public. The applicant is required to give notice 20
days before the meeting and DMR is required to pass that information along to
the town and to the public.

DMR has a comprehensive website with all this information and more; it’s even
got some nifty flow charts. Go to https://www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/
public-participation.html to see more information including the application
rules and the lease decision criteria. The Aquaculture Department is also available to answer any of your questions. You can call them at 207-624-6567 or
email: DMRaquaculture@maine.gov.

THE MLA WORKS FOR YOU

Based on the feedback from a scoping session, an applicant can submit a revised application or submit the completed draft application. Once an application is complete, DMR science staff will conduct a site visit and compile their
findings in a report presented to the public during a required public hearing on
the lease application. Following the public hearing, DMR, and in consultation
with the Assistant Attorney General, review the application and make a draft
decision. Once the draft decision is made, an applicant has ten days to review
the findings and the final application is sent to the Commissioner for approval
or denial. Like an Experimental Lease, an applicant has a 30 to 40 day appeal
period before final lease paperwork is submitted to the applicant.
The aquaculture lease application process becomes more complicated and requires more public input as the size of the proposed site increases. As a lobsterman, be sure to monitor aquaculture lease notices from the state. As someone
who relies on the ocean for your living, your feedback on leases proposed in
your area are essential for the state to understand and can affect the approval
process.
If you have concerns about an Experimental Lease application, which can be
up to four acres in size, be sure to put your concerns in writing. Remember, the
state must hear from five people to ensure that a public hearing is held.
Remember that Standard Leases can be up to 100 acres in size and require the
applicant to hold a scoping session. These are large projects so you should attend Scoping Session scheduled for a standard lease on your area. This is your
opportunity to offer feedback and comments to the applicant before the application is finalized.
Review draft applications proposed for your area. This is where you can see
all the information on the size, location and seasonality of the proposed lease,
and what products are proposed to be grown. You’ll get answers to your questions and understand if you want to submit comments about the application. If
you feel a proposed aquaculture lease site will directly affect you in significant
ways, then you should apply for “Intervenor Status”. As an intervenor you will
be closer to the process.
Lastly, attend the public hearings. DMR will be there, and sometimes the
Assistant Attorney General, listening to your feedback which will be considered in making a draft decision or whether to recommend permitting the proposed lease.

Become a member. Let your voice be heard.
www.mainelobstermen.org
207-967-4555
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MAINE’S LOBSTER AND CRAB BAITS
Marine Approved

Freshwater Approved

•

Any Species in NEFMC Groundfish Complex (Gulf of Maine or Georges
Bank)

•

Carp (Maine)

•

Pickerel (Central Canada)

•

Atlantic Cod (US East Coast & Canada East Coast)

•

Suckerfish (Maine, Canadian provinces of Manitoba & Saskatchewan

•

Atlantic Herring (US East Coast & Canada East Coast)

•

Any freshwater species that was legally harvested in Maine

•

Balao [Hemiramphus balao];must be frozen (Florida/FAO 31)

•

Ballyhoo [Hemiramphus brasiliensis]; must be frozen (Florida/FAO 31)

Marine Prohibited

•

Blackbelly Rosefish [Helicolenus dactylopterus] must be frozen (Uruguay)

•

•

Croaker (US East Coast)

•

•

Halibut (Atlantic & Pacific Ocean)

•

Gulf Menhaden [Brevoortia patronus]; must
be frozen (Gulf of Mexico)

• Atka Mackerel [Pleurogrammus Menopterygius]
(North Pacific Ocean, Alaska) - Exotic pathogens

•

Jamaican Weakfish [Cynoscion jamaicensis];
wild caught, frozen, racks only (Suriname)

•

King Weakfish [Macrodon ancylodon]; wild
caught, frozen, racks only (Suriname)

•

Kinky, aka rockfish, long/short spinyhead,
idiotfish [Genus Sebastolobus]; must be frozen
(US West Coast & Canada West Coast)

•

Lingcod (Atlantic & Pacific Ocean)

•

Mackerel [Scomber japonicus]; must be frozen
if from China (US East Coast, Japan, Portugal
and China)

Any salmonid fish species (prohibited pursuant to DMR Chapter 24.23)
Alphonsino (New Zealand) - Exotic pathogens

• Bonito Panama (West Coast) - Exotic
pathogens
• Cobia (South Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean
Sea) - Unknown pathogen status
• Cod (US West Coast & Canada West Coast)Possibility of exotic agent
• Eulachon [Thaleichthys pacificus] (Alaska) Exotic pathogens
• Flatfish (Pacific Ocean) - Possibility of
exotic agent

Herring is just one of a multitude of baits approved by the DMR for use in the lobster fishery.
Photo courtesy of the Ellsworth American.

•

Hake (US West Coast) - Exotic pathogens

•

Horseshoe Crab (Asia) - Possibility of invasives

•

Mullet [Genus Mugilidae] (US & Canada)

•

Orange Roughy (Australia & New Zealand)

•

Menhaden, aka pogie, bunker (US East Coast)

•

Pacific Herring [Clupea pallasi] (Pacific Ocean) - Exotic pathogens

•

Patagonian toothfish, must be frozen (Australia and Argentina)

•

•

Pollock (Atlantic Ocean only)

Pacific Sardine or South American Pilchard (US West Coast & Canada
West Coast) - Exotic pathogens

•

Redfish (N. Atlantic Ocean & Pacific Ocean)

•

•

Red Alphonsino (NE Atlantic Ocean)

Plaice [Pleuronectes platessa] (Netherlands, France, Germany) - Exotic
pathogens

•

Roundnose Grenadier (NE Atlantic Ocean)

•

Pollock (Pacific Ocean) - Exotic pathogens

•

River herring, aka alewife, blueback herring (Maine)

•

•

Rockfish [Genus Sebastes]; must be frozen (US West Coast & Canada West
Coast)

Red Gurnard [Chelidonichthys cuculus] (Netherlands, France, Germany) Exotic pathogens

•

Snapper (Panama West Coast) - Exotic pathogens

•

Sablefish (Alaska & Western Canada)

•

Tilapia (Panama West Coast) - Exotic pathogens

•

Skate (US Northeast Coast)

•

•

Shad (Maine)

Yellow Goosefish [Lophius Litulon] (FAO Major Fishing Area 61) - Exotic
pathogens

•

Sole (US West Coast)

•

Southern Kingfish [Menticirrhus americanus];wild caught, frozen, racks
only (Suriname)

•

Tuna (North Pacific Ocean)

•

Any species that was legally caught in Maine coastal waters, except as
otherwise prohibited in regulation

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

• Monkfish (FAO Major Fishing Area 27) Exotic pathogens

Freshwater Prohibited
•

All Carp, including Asian Carp, grass carp, common carp, Amur carp,
silver carp, largescale silver carp, bighead carp, black carp, goldfish, crucian carp, mud carp (Asia, US caught outside of Maine & Canada) – exotic
pathogens. NOTE: Carp caught in Maine ARE approved.

•

Catfish (Asia) – Exotic pathogens

•

Mudshad (Central US & Virginia) - Unknown pathogen status

•

Sheepshead or Freshwater Drum (US & Canada) - Exotic pathogens

•

Farmed or Wild Tilapia (Africa, Asia, Florida, Latin America and Vietnam)
– Exotic pathogens
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Guest

COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN:

MLMC highlighting lobster fishery conservation actions

By Marianne Lacroix
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) has an important mission: to create awareness of and demand for Maine lobster. We do this through
a variety of activities such as producing content and videos showcasing the
industry’s history of conservation, working with media on lobster-related stories, and hosting food industry events like “Maine after Midnight,’’ which create
publicity and inspire chefs.
We are also dedicated to protecting the reputation of the entire Maine lobster industry, in ways that are not always as visible as the Collaborative’s marketing initiatives. Recently, we have been paying close attention to the new measures under
development to protect endangered North Atlantic right whales. Our goal is to
communicate to our key audiences that the Maine lobster brand is inextricably
linked to sustainability and conservation, values that are at the core of its identity.
As the new regulations are deliberated, MLMC will work to emphasize to the
public that Maine lobstermen have long been stewards of the marine environment and support measures to protect right whales. The MLMC is committed to maintaining the health and sustainability of the fishery and our coastal
communities while co-existing with all other marine life and supporting efforts that will genuinely protect the right whales.
Weber Shandwick, MLMC’s public relations firm, has deep experience in issues
and crisis management. Their experts, along with our core marketing team,
have been providing support on the right whale issue, helping to develop ma-

terials and educate key audiences so stories
are balanced and include the Maine lobster
fishery’s perspective. We will seek to highlight existing right whale protections and
encourage the media and others to take a
critical look at the issue.
In partnership with the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association, Maine Department of Marine
Resources and the Maine Lobster Dealers
Association, we developed a comprehensive
communications plan to maintain the reputation of the Maine lobster industry throughout the supply chain and with our end users.
These industry groups met to share information and refine our communications strategy and will continue to work together.

Marianne Lacroix is the
executive director of the
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative.

As the process for devising new whale regulations moves forward, the MLMC will continue to focus on this issue with other industry leaders. We encourage anyone
who receives questions about whale regulations and their potential impact on
the fishery to consider all audiences that will read or hear their remarks. The
MLMC is always available as a resource on communications issues. We will
continue to work tirelessly to maintain the strong reputation of the Maine lobster industry.

Sensors continued from page 1

“We want to identify the stress points in the supply chain and look at how
wharves and lobstermen differ in how they handle lobsters,” explained Rick
Wahle, executive director of the Lobster Institute. Funding for the first year of
the project, which begins this month, comes from the University’s Research
Reinvestment Fund; the second year will be supported by the Maine Lobster
Dealers Association.
Three midcoast lobster buyers — Ready Seafood, Luke’s Lobster, and Rocky
Coast — have agreed to take part in the project. “[The companies] will identify
three wharves and fishermen to use these sensors,” Goode said. “The sensors
will be passed from lobsterman to lobsterman and placed in the traps. We aim
to have between 30 and 40 involved among the three wharves.” There will also

be fixed monitors attached at the wharves themselves, said Wahle.
The new sensors will act as mock lobsters as they travel from the trap to the
dealer, continuously recording what they experience. If a lobster is kept in an
un-aerated tank on deck, the sensor will record the warm water temperature. If
a crate is thrown roughly on the dock, the sensor will track that motion.
“Improving the shrink rate might be as simple as using a live well with a chiller
in it or hoisting a crate by both sides, not one,” Goode commented. “The project
is not about pointing fingers at any one but is rather a way of saying to lobstermen ‘you are your own boss, you want to make as much money as you can.
These are some steps you can take to do that.’ It’s a way to improve the industry.”

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Page 18 | LANDINGS | July 2019
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lobster fishing is permitted by the government, the fishery is subject to additional federal regulations to protect endangered right whales under both the
Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the Endangered Species Act
(ESA).
Under the MMPA less than one endangered right whale may be killed or seriously injured each year due to human causes. The 2018 North Atlantic right
whale stock assessment determined that
over the last five years an average of 5.5
right whales died annually from human
causes; 93% of the incidents were due to
fishing gear entanglements and 7% due to
ship strikes.
To make matters worse, the right whale
population is in decline. The number of
right whales has dropped, from 483 in
2010 to 445 whales in 2018. Changing
ocean conditions have caused a shift in
right whale food sources and distribution
patterns, right whale reproductive rates
are extremely low, and the overall health
of right whales is in decline. The loss of 17
right whales in 2017 increased the urgency to expand whale protection measures
to stop the population decline.

print of the fishery.”
Keliher was quick to point out that Maine successfully squelched proposals
put forward by the environmental community to close prime fishing grounds
around Mount Desert Rock during late summer and Jeffrey’s Ledge during the
fall and winter. “The conservation groups continue to push hard for ropeless
fishing,” Keliher noted, “The Maine representatives at the TRT worked tirelessly
to get that off the table for this round of
rulemaking.” The environmental community continues to hail ropeless fishing as
the ultimate solution to the whale entanglement issue.
One question asked consistently by frustrated lobstermen at each meeting was,
“Why don’t we just sue them?”

Chuck Plummer, Zone E Council chair, speaks at that council’s

The ESA considers all of these factors
meeting in June. MLA photo.
when contemplating regulation of any
federally-permitted activity that has the
potential to inhibit the species’ recovery. “NMFS is conducting a Biological
Opinion to determine if the lobster fishery could jeopardize the recovery of
right whales,” explained Keliher. “Given the dire situation facing these whales,
we’ve been told by the agency to prepare for a jeopardy finding.” Five environmental groups sued NMFS in 2017, arguing that the lobster fishery jeopardizes
the survival of the species. The court case is still pending.

“Maine reserves the right to file a lawsuit
if NMFS takes this plan above and beyond
what is reasonable or if Maine is required
to do more than other fishing areas. But
that remains to be seen because the rules
are still being developed. Right now, there
is nothing to sue over,” Keliher responded.
He noted his concern that typically in legal cases the courts give deference to federal agencies. “I was involved in two cases
that Maine filed over listing of Atlantic
salmon under the ESA. Maine lost both.
These cases are very hard to win,” ex-

plained Keliher.
Ryan Post, a Zone D lobsterman, disagreed with Keliher. “Maine needs to stand
up and say we do not consent. Possibly the only person who could save our industry now is the President of the United States. No one in Maine wants to hurt
whales. But we need more science before we just implement something that
could wipe us out.”

NMFS held a Take Reduction Team (TRT) meeting in April to develop proposals to strengthen protections for right whales under the federal whale plan.
Shortly before that meeting, NMFS announced that fisheries managed under
the federal whale plan must reduce the risk of serious injury and mortality
from entanglement by 60% to 80%. NMFS’ second in command, Sam Rauch,
told the TRT that if they failed to agree upon a plan, NMFS would do it for
them. This means that each state (Maine, New Hampshire and Massachusetts)
and each lobster management areas (including Area 1 and Area 3) must reduce
risk posed by lobster fishing by 60%.

DMR’s Bureau of Science Director, Carl Wilson, had the daunting task of explaining the 11 strawman proposals generated by DMR that could meet the
statewide 50% vertical line reduction. The proposals use combinations of trap
limits and minimum trawling up numbers based on distance from shore to take
rope out of the water. DMR did not present any zone by zone scenarios. “These
proposals were developed to give the industry an idea of what it will take to
meet the goal. We did not want to presume what might work for each zone. We
are here to get that feedback to help ensure that these whale rules are as flexible
as possible,” Keliher emphasized.

To meet this goal, Maine agreed to remove 50% of vertical lines from the water and fish weak rope on the top portion of vertical lines in federal waters.
“Dwight Carver, a lobsterman from Beals Island, did a great job explaining the
need to keep our small, inshore boats safe under any new whale rules,” Keliher
told lobstermen. Maine is exploring the “Dwight Carver safety exemption” as
a ¼ mile buffer from the shore where lobstermen would be exempt from new
trawling up requirements. Maine will also mark its vertical lines with a unique
color to distinguish them from the gear of other states, mark all Maine lobster
gear to the beach, increase the frequency of the marks by marking lengtheners,
and implement vessel tracking in federal waters and 100% harvester reporting
for all Maine lobstermen.

Wilson noted that not all scenarios achieve a 50% reduction in vertical lines. To
get to that figure, the state can consider expanding the weak rope requirement
into state waters or using seasonal closures to gain the extra risk reduction percentage.
In order to calculate the reduction in vertical lines achieved by various proposals, DMR estimated current gear configuration and the fishing effort of active lobstermen using 2017 data from dealer and harvester reporting. The 100%
dealer reporting provides data on the number of active versus latent permits
and the 10% harvester reporting data is used to estimate the number of traps in
the water and trap configurations fished in each zone, by month and distance
from shore.

“If you do nothing, you can be sure that NOAA will do it for you,” Keliher told a
crowd of lobstermen at the Zone B meeting. “It’s important for Maine to have a
say in how we meet this goal. Maine’s approach should satisfy the mandates of
both the MMPA by removing vertical lines and the ESA by shrinking the foot-

Johnny Smith, a Zone D lobsterman, was frustrated that the state is using estimates of gear in the water. “We need better data to move forward. Come back
with real information because these changes are going to affect us for the rest
of our lives,” Smith challenged.
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Wilson responded that while the data are not perfect, they provide a good representation of Maine’s fishing effort. Keliher agreed that the state needs better data. “Not going to 100% harvester reporting was a mistake. I wish we had
that data now to help us with these whale rules. But Maine’s 10% reporting still
produces more data than all other states [because of the number of Maine lobstermen],” noted Keliher. DMR plans to implement 100% harvester reporting by
2021, stating it will take that long to fund and develop the program.
Zone A lobsterman Dixon Smith was disappointed to see only one option that
maintained the state’s 800 trap limit. Wilson explained that to achieve a 50%
reduction in vertical lines with 800 traps would require fishing a minimum of
quads in state waters, 20 trap trawls from 3 to 12 miles and 40 trap trawls in waters beyond 12 miles. “We recognize that these trawling up requirements would
be very difficult for our fishermen. This is to give you an idea of what it would
take to keep 800 traps,” Wilson told the crowd of more than 350 lobstermen at
the Zone A meeting. “We need to see more options that keep us at 800 traps if
our fishery is going to survive. Managers must consider that vessels operating in
federal waters have higher operating costs than state waters vessels,” Smith said.
At the LAC meeting in late May, David Cousens of Zone D asked DMR to develop scenarios that would allow lobstermen to continue to fish pairs in state
waters. Wilson stated that to lower the minimum trawl configurations, trap
limits would have to come down.
Continued on next page
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DMR Strawman Proposals to Remove 50% of Vertical Lines - Options
by Trap Limit and Maximum Trawl Limits by Distance from Shore
(All scenarios assume a ¼ mile buffer from land)
Trap limit
800

600

600

600

500

400

400

400

Distance
State waters Quads Triples Triples Quads Triples

Pairs

Pairs

Triples

53%
3 to 12 miles 20’s

46%
15’s

46%
20’s

57%
15’s

51%
15’s

43%
10’s

43%
15’s

57%
10’s

53%
40’s

47%
30’s

58%
40’s

47%
30’s

54%
30’s

48%
20’s

61%
30’s

48%
20’s

55%

49%

62%

49%

56%

47%

64%

47%

53%

46%

47%

56%

51%

43%

45%

56%

12+ miles

Total
Reduction

“We need to stress safety and efficiency,” Cousens reiterated at the Zone D
meeting in June. “Forty trap trawls are not safe. Lobstering is already the second most dangerous profession. We don’t need to make it the first.” He continued, “And fishing quads on hard bottom is not an efficient use of traps. With the
cost of bait, fuel and traps, every trap we fish needs to work.” Many lobstermen
from across the state concurred that lobstering 40 trap trawls are a big request
to make for offshore boats. Several noted that such large trawls are just too
many traps for most boats to handle and that a lobsterman simply can’t see the
second end.
Others shared Cousens’ concern about going to quads in state waters. “Zone G
lobstermen need singles to fish in the holes and cracks. Is there any way to get a
larger exemption so guys can continue to fish?” asked lobsterman Wayne Parry.
Several Zone G lobstermen commented that the ¼ mile buffer is not enough
in Zone G. They suggested looking at a ½ mile exemption or a ¼ mile from the
demarcation line.
Lobstermen in Zone D urged the DMR to look at depth contours rather than
using a ¼ mile buffer for the safety buffer. “How would a child know if he was ¼
mile from shore?” a Zone D lobsterman asked. Several lobstermen stated that
using depth contours would also be easier for enforcement.
Lobstermen in Zone B had
conflicting concerns. Carroll
Staples asked, “Can we be
more aggressive with trawling up to avoid fishing weak
rope and trap limits?” David
Horner, chair of the Zone B
Council said, “Zone B could
live with 600 traps as long as
other zones don’t bring traps
into the zone.”
At every meeting lobstermen
agreed that if they are required to take rope out of the
water, the state must ensure
Commissioner Keliher emphasized that that it is not put back in by
new entrants or those buildif the state doesn’t make a plan to reduce
ing into the fishery. Keliher
vertical lines, NMFS would do it instead.
noted that this issue will
MLA photo.
be taken up by Legislature
again in January. “A tiered license system may need to be considered by the Legislature when it looks at
waiting lists and new entrants,” he said.
Zone C lobsterman Brian Tripp expressed a sentiment shared by many along
the coast. “These DMR proposals are a one-size-fits-all and won’t support fleet
diversity. They won’t work.” Keliher stressed that maintaining the diversity of
the Maine fleet is a paramount consideration in crafting Maine’s whale plan.
“We had unanimous feedback from thousands of lobstermen during our industry meetings in 2012 that maintaining diversity of the Maine lobster fleet
was important to the future of this fishery,” he said. DMR wants feedback from
each lobster zone on how the state can support regional differences in fishing
practices in order to conserve Maine’s diversity of lobstermen and boats. “If
you don’t agree on the statewide approach, we need the zones to come forward
with a plan that will work for your area,” urged Keliher.
DMR’s goal is to develop a statewide plan that allows for variability within the
plan from zone to zone. Zones already have the authority to regulate the number of traps on a trawl and reduce trap limits. But to change zone regulations
requires two-thirds approval of all those who vote and takes time.

The Zone E Council voiced support for staying at 600 traps and members said
they thought that trawling up to 15’s from 3 to 12 miles and to 30’s outside of
12 miles would be doable for the zone. “If we go to 15’s and 30’s offshore, we
would need to have standard-sized buoys and specify direction, maybe require
a flag on one end, said Eben Wilson. ” Zone E, however, would not support
quads inside state waters. “Using quads is like throwing a trap away,” noted
Arnie Gamage of Zone E. “It’s not going to fish.”
One Zone D lobsterman expressed his concern over asking so much of lobstermen fishing in state waters. “Where are the entanglements taking place?” he
asked. “Taking rope out of state waters may not do shit to save the whales. How
does putting regulations in place where there is no problem help the whales?”
Carl Wilson explained, “There is a lot more gear set inshore than offshore, orders of magnitude more. It would be impossible to remove half of Maine’s vertical lines by focusing only on the offshore fishery.” He asked a question of lobstermen: “Which is more dangerous, less rope and more whales or a lot of rope
and fewer whales?”
Josh Conover of Isesboro was not convinced. “If entanglements don’t go down
in five years, won’t they be back again for further reductions?”
In recognition of the different needs of the inshore and offshore portions of the
fishery, the LAC asked the DMR to develop scenarios that would allow lower trap limits and smaller minimum trawl configurations in state waters and
higher trap limits with larger minimum trap configurations in federal waters.

DMR Strawman Proposals to Remove 50% of Vertical Lines, Hybrid
Options with Different Trap Limit for State vs Federal Waters
Trap limit
600 state waters

400 state waters

300 state waters

Distance
800 federal waters
State waters Triples

600 federal waters 600 federal waters
Triples
Pairs

46%
3 to 12 miles 20’s

57%
15’s

54%
15’s

52%
40’s

47%
30’s

47%
30’s

55%

49%

49%

46%

56%

53%

12+ miles
Total
Reduction

There were many concerns over how the inshore and offshore portions of the
fishery can safely coexist with such large minimum trawl requirements. “We
can’t allow 40 trap trawls to shift back inside. We need to look at trawl minimums and maximums to prevent large trawls being dumped on top of guys
fishing singles and smaller trawls,” said Zone G lobsterman Chris Welch.
Lobstermen raised a host of other issues for consideration as Maine develops
its plan. “You seem to have it backwards,” remarked Rep. Billy Bob Faulkingham
during the Zone B meeting. You need to reduce endlines, but you are talking
about trap reductions. You should be thinking about limiting the number of
endlines instead. Let people fish their number of endlines however they want.”
“We’ve discussed assigning endline tags in state waters. Guys would need to
double tag traps fished in federal waters,” Keliher answered.
“Whatever happened to the 10 cents per trap tag that was supposed to go to study
whales? Why hasn’t more been done?” asked Rocky Alley at the Zone C meeting.
“We need to take the money from the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
(MLMC) to study where the whales are and prove that they are not here.” Keliher
explained that the MLMC is required by statute to support marketing of Maine
lobster; its funds cannot be reallocated without a change in the law.
Continued on next page 22
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LOBSTERMEN JOIN MLA IN RESPONSE TO FUTURE UNCERTAINTY
By MLA staff
Maine lobstermen are known for looking toward the future by taking steps to
preserve the fishery for future generations. As regulatory and economic pressures increase on Maine’s lobstermen, many are deciding to join the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) as members in
order to have a voice in what shape that future
may take.
Kyle Kennedy of Milbridge fishes his 42-foot H&H
offshore and has a new 44-foot Calvin Beal heading
to sea in August. Future whale regulations might
not affect him as much as they may others because
of the way he currently fishes. However, with two
boys of his own, Kennedy is uneasy. “There are
some people who will be severely affected,” he said,
expressing concern for both the young and the older lobstermen who might be fishing smaller boats.
With new regulations facing everyone, he decided
to join the MLA this spring. “It’s not that I didn’t
value the MLA before, I guess I was just busy,”

Kyle Kennedy with his
son Braydin.

Kennedy said. Now that he is a member, he reads the MLA’s Friday E-weekly
regularly and feels more connected to what’s going on. Becoming a member
wasn’t a hard decision, he admitted. “I knew the MLA would represent us best.”
Jeff Conant is a quiet guy who likes to do his own thing. He too fishes an H&H.
This year he goes on his 38-footer with deck extensions, which is an upgrade
from the 35’ H&H he owned last year. Conant has always paid attention to what
was happening related to lobstering and read the MLA newspaper Landings,
which is sent to all commercial lobstermen in the state regardless of their membership in the MLA, each month. But when he heard that changes to whale
rules were coming, he decided it was time to join the MLA.
“I figure the only way to handle the situation is to band together. I figured the
MLA could use help with what we are up against,” Conant said. He fishes sevenand eight-trap trawls off Harpswell. After the recent Lobster Zone E Council
meeting with the Department of Marine Resources about possible trawling up
to protect whales, Conant was in shock. “The whole thing is mind-boggling,” he
said, referring to the proposed requirements. His older daughter Morgan has
her lobster license and hauls 10 traps in a 16-foot flat-bottomed skiff. Conant
is hoping to get her a bigger boat soon since her younger sister Allison will be
eligible for her license next year. His daughters are likely to be lobstering under
Continued on page 22

MAINSTAY OF PORTLAND WATERFRONT RECOGNIZED
By Monique Coombs
On June 5, the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association (MCFA) hosted its annual
meeting at the newly renovated Maine Beer Company in Freeport. Members
elected the 2019 board of directors and selected officers for the organization.
MCFA staff gave overviews of the past year’s projects and accomplishments,
which included working with fishermen in Portland and Boothbay Harbor to
elevate the importance of the working waterfront in their communities; working with groundfishermen to ensure their voices are heard in policy-making
regarding groundfish, scallops, and herring; and a review of the strategic plan
approved in December 2018. This plan includes developing priorities in the
organization for building sustainable fisheries, expanding fishing access, and
promoting innovative fishing businesses in Maine.The highlight of the night
was the presentation of the first annual Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
Community Leadership Award. The recipient of the 2019 award was Becky
Rand, owner of Becky’s Diner, who was recognized for her support of Maine’s

commercial fishermen and Portland’s
working waterfront. Becky includes
fishermen as part of her family and has
continuously supported them by hosting meetings, organizing fundraisers,
and being a vocal advocate for their
businesses and way of life.
Ben Martens, MCFA’s Executive
Director said, “Becky Rand is a shining
example of an individual who, in all aspects of her life, gives back to Maine’s
fishing community and Portland’s
working waterfront. We are thrilled
to award her the MCFA Community
Leadership Award.”

Becky Rand, center, with, from
left, Willis Spear, Jon Bisnette
and Bill Coppersmith.
Photo by T. Bell.
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In the
NEWS
MURRY PROMOTED TO SERGEANT OF MARINE PATROL
SECTION FIVE
Mark Murry, who has served as a Marine Patrol Officer for 20 years, the last 17
of which as a Specialist, has been promoted to Sergeant of Section Five, which
runs from Hancock to Jonesboro.
As a Marine Patrol Specialist,
Murry has operated large patrol vessels in the down east
region. His responsibilities included operation and maintenance of vessels and transporting Marine Patrol Officers
during patrol, enforcement,
and search and rescue operations. He has also developed
an excellent rapport with
and the trust of the local fishing and coastal communities,
From left, Col. Jay Carroll, Mark Murry,
which is a critical quality for a
and Lieut. Troy Dow.
Marine Patrol Officer. During
his career, Sergeant Murry has
received several awards including the Marine Patrol Lifesaving Award, the
Commissioners Letter of Appreciation, the Washington County Officer of the
Year Award and numerous awards and medals from the U.S. Coast Guard.
SIX DEAD RIGHT WHALES IN CANADA
As of June 28, six right whales have been reported dead in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. On June 26, Transport Canada announced that it would be implementing precautionary speed restrictions.
The preliminary necropsy results of the first deceased right whale were inconclusive but officials noted that the death did not appear to be caused by entanglement or ship strike. The second whale was a 38-year-old female, known
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as Punctuation. The necropsy showed signs of sharp trauma, consistent with
vessel strike. The third right whale was a 38-year-old male known as Comet; a
A necropsy was planned for June 28. The fourth whale was #3815, an 11-yearold female. The carcass of 3815 is still floating west of the Magdalen Islands,
and the carcass of the fifth right whale washed ashore on a remote stretch of
Anticosti Island.
PORTLAND OK’S SMALLER NON-MARINE USE ZONE
Portland’s City Council voted unanimously in late June to support waterfront
zoning changes that were recommended by the City’s Waterfront Working
Group, and not a weakened version that had been recommended by the
Planning Board. Fishermen supported City Councilor Belinda Ray’s proposal
to reduce the non-marine use overlay zone on Commercial Street from 150 to
125 feet, saying that without it they would be forced off Portland’s waterfront.
Pier owners opposed shrinking the overlay zone saying it would cripple their
ability to generate revenue needed to maintain aging piers.
WORKING WATERFRONT ACCESS GRANTS AWARDED
The Land for Maine’s Future Board selected six projects for grants through tthe
Working Waterfront Access Protection Program. The funds are used to purchase
development rights which will ensure that the property remains available to support commercial fishing or aquaculture activities. The awards include $216,250
to the Stonington Co-op, $118,750 to the town of Jonesport; $68,750 to Wottons
Lobster Wharf, LLC in New Harbor; $301,500 to the Boothbay Region Maritime
Foundation for Carters Wharf; $155,000 to Interstate Lobster, Inc., a lobster coop
in Harpswell; and $276,000 to the the Spruce Head Fishermans Co-op.
The Working Waterfront Access Protection Program is part of the Land for
Maines Future Program and was first capitalized by a bond originally passed
in 2005 and has been renewed three times since by Maine voters. To date, 25
properties have received funds through the program.

Page 22 | LANDINGS | July 2019

You can find more information, links, and photos at www.mainelobstermen.org.
July 7
Join or renew your MLA Membership at the
Stonington Boat Races, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

July 25-27
Camden Classics Cup, annual race of classic
yachts. FMI: camdenclassicscup.com.

July 10
MLA Board of Directors meeting, 5 p.m.,
Darby’s restaurant, Belfast.

July 31-August 4
72nd annual Maine Lobster Festival, Rockland.
FMI: mainelobsterfestival.com.

July 11
“Aquaculture in Maine,” Gulf of Maine Research
Institute, 5:30-7 p.m., Portland.

August 3
Hook, Line and Dinner, Maine Coast
Fishermen’s Association party and fundraiser,
Cook’s Lobster and Ale House, Bailey Island.
FMI: mainecoastfishermen.org.

July 12
Mary E’s Birthday Gala, fundraising event at
the Maine Maritime Museum for the 1906
schooner Mary E, 5-10 p.m., Bath. FMI and
tickets: mainemaritimemuseum.org/event.
July 14
Stonington Fisherman’s Day, Stonington Fish
Pier. FMI: deerisle.com/event/fishermensday-2019.
July 19-21
Yarmouth Clam Festival, Yarmouth. FMI:
http://clamfestival.com.

August 6-8
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
summer meeting, Arlington, VA.
August 9-11
Maine Boat and Home Show, Harbor Park,
Rockland.
August 10
Shellfish Field Day, Downeast Institute, Beals,
www.downeastinstitute.org/education.
Join or renew your MLA Membership at the
Winter Harbor Boat Races, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

New members continued from page 20

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888

the new regulations, which Conant feels are unsafe. He’s trusting the MLA to be a strong advocate for himself and those who come after him.
Both men are aware that the final whale rules
will have serious repercussions for the state’s
lobster fishery and and they are both frustrated by the perception that Maine lobstermen

are responsible for the right whale decline. In
order to lend their voices to the battle against
impractical and unsafe regulations, they joined
the MLA, an organization that has the knowledge and clout to preserve Maine’s lobstering
heritage.

Whale meetings continued from page 19

John Drouin from Zone A asked if the state has considered an exemption for
Gray zone lobstermen. “How can we fish weak rope with Canadians fishing on
top of us with strong endlines and float rope?” he asked. “If it works for Canada
in whale habitat it should work for us. Gray zone guys will set on top of us to
drive us out.”
Many lobstermen asked for clarification on what constitutes weak rope. Keliher
explained that it must break at 1,700 pounds. “All creative ideas are on the table
to reach the 1,700 pound weak rope requirement. We hope to develop a suite
of options similar to what was done for weak links. Weak rope equivalencies
such as using a certain splice in 3/8” rope would need to be approved under the
whale plan,” he explained. Greg Turner from Zone G suggested that the state
consider using one weak endline as a tagline and keep the second end strong to
ensure that the gear can be retrieved.
Another common theme raised by many lobstermen from across the state was
whether the new whale measures would impact recreational license holders.
“The federal rules do not impact them but we’ve heard that concern from a lot
of lobstermen and will look into it,” Keliher responded. “Keep in mind that there
are only 2,000 recreational lobster licenses limited to five tags each likely fishing within the safety buffer.”

makes it more difficult but I am here because I am willing to have this conversation with the industry.”
The Commissioner closed out each meeting by challenging each zone council
member to discuss the strawman proposals within their districts and generate ideas that might work better for that particular zone. He invited each zone
council to submit alternative proposals for their zone to DMR by July 15. Zone
council members are also welcome to meet with DMR’s science staff to run various ideas through the risk reduction model. DMR will take this feedback into
consideration and identify preferred alternatives to bring to the zone councils
for discussion in August.
Zone G Chair Steve Taylor had his own homework assignment for his fellow
zone council members at the close of that meeting. “Go home and kick your
buddy in the ass for not showing up. This room should have been filled wall to
wall. This is our livelihood.”

Occasionally a lobsterman would voice an optimistic point of view. As the Zone
A meeting wrapped up, Mike Sargent of Steuben noted, “We are looking to the
Zone A council to find strategies that will work for Zone A. The important thing
is that Maine lobstermen will still be able to fish under this plan. We will take a
hit, but we will adjust and we will continue to fish.”
Throughout the meetings, Keliher listened and responded to the concerns and
fears raised by lobstermen in each zone. He acknowledged that crafting a fair
plan that meets NMFS risk reduction goal will not be simple. “It would have
been a lot easier for Maine to just put together a plan and hand it off to the feds,”
Keliher told Zone C lobstermen. “[Doing it in collaboration with lobstermen]

Commissioner Keliher at the Zone A Lobster Council meeting. MLA photo.
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Become a member today!
Membership matters for your future & the future of the lobster industry.
Ƥ

  

Ȉ Ǧǣa round-up of lobster news
& a snapshot of the lobster, bait, and
fuel prices for the entire coast
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• Lobster boat racing coverage
• Ǧ
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•    Ƥ ͝
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• Coverage for Loss of Earnings
• Coverage of older and wooden vessels
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Join online today at www.mainelobstermen.org/membership

MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail with payments to: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043

Harvester Membership Levels








First Time Member
$200
Highliner
$350
Harvester
$250
Harvester Family*
$325
$125
Junior Harvester (under 18)
$125
Senior Harvester (over 65)
Retired Harvester (no longer a captain) $50

Individual Membership Levels:
 Sternman
 Lobster Friend
 Lobster Lover

$50
$100
$250

Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________ Cell:____________________ D.O.B:_______________
Email:___________________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:_____________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:_________________ Zone & District:___________________
*Family Members:________________________________________________________

Payment info: Pay with:
Visa MasterCard Check: #_______________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________ Exp. date:____________ CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
   Additional Contributions:
Donation
$__________
 Ǥǯ
Legal Defense Fund $__________
   
Please send separate check payable to MLA
Legal Defense Fund
ơ ƤǤ ƤǤ 
a donation to  ǤǤǤ
 ǣ

 ǣ
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Support the MLA Legal Defense Fund
The MLA is an intervenor in the court case
brought against NMFS by environmental
groups who want extreme whale
protection measures. MLA’s intervention
ensures Maine lobstermen have a voice in
any court decisions that affect our fishery.
MLA cannot fight this battle without your
support. Please consider a donation to
MLA Legal Defense Fund.
No amount is too small.
Thank you.

Name: ______________________________________________

Make a donation today.
Online. By phone. By mail.
www.mainelobstermen.org

207-967-4555
2 Storer St, Ste 203
Kennebunk ME 04043

If you are a Maine lobsterman, please
support the Legal Defense Fund.

I’d like to donate:
☐

$25.00

☐

$50.00

☐

$100.00

State: _______________ Zip: ________________

☐

$365.00 - ‘a dollar a day’

Phone: _____________________________________________

☐

Other amount: _____________

Email: _____________________________________________

please make checks payable to ‘MLA LDF’
2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk ME 04043

Address: ____________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________

