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NEW GEAR MARKING AND TRAWLING UP RULES IN EFFECT JUNE 1
Metinic, Small and Large Green, Seal Wooden Ball and
Criehaven) and the Isles of Shoals.

After five long years of drafting, public hearings and negotiations, the new whales go into effect on June 1. In Maine,
these rules affect only lobster gear fished outside Maine’s
exemption line.

For most lobstermen, the biggest challenge in complying with the rules is the new rope marking requirement.
The rule requires that the color mark be permanent on
or along the rope, that it be clearly visible when hauled,
and that each buoy line have three twelve inch marks
located at the top, middle and bottom of the line.

Under the new whale rules, all buoy lines fished outside
Maine’s exemption line must be marked with three twelve
inch red marks; one near the top, one near the middle and
one near the bottom of the line. The previous rule had
only required buoy lines to have one four inch red mark
midway down the buoy line.
The other major component of the new whale rules is the
minimum trawl length requirements. The trawling up requirements begin at the exemption line. A minimum of
two traps per trawl must be fished in the area between the
exemption line and the 3 mile line; a minimum of three
traps per trawl must be fished from the 3-mile line to the
6-mile line. For zones A, B and C, a minimum of 5 traps per
trawl must be fished from the 6-mile line to the 12-mile
line; and zones D, E, F and G are required to fish a minimum of 10 traps per trawl from 6 to 12 miles. For all zones,
a minimum of 15 traps per trawl must be set outside of 12
miles; this bumps up to 20 traps per trawl in Zones G and
G from Nov 1 until the end of February.
The rules allow for single traps to be fished in a ¼ buffer
area around the Pen Bay Islands (Monhegan, Matinicus,

Under the new rules, all buoy lines
must have three 12-inch marks by
June 1. Photo by S. Paquette.

One of the challenges in marking the rope is that many
lobstermen shorten and lengthen rope throughout the
season. To ensure that rope is in compliance, most lobstermen have marked their lengtheners or added additional twelve inch marks so that the rope will have the
three mandatory twelve inch marks if it is shortened.
Continued on page 18
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Lobstermen have a variety of options to choose from
to mark their rope. Though, there are a few methods
that have proved more popular with Maine lobstermen.
Weaving red twine or a long red wire tie around and
through the rope strands is a common marking method.
Other lobstermen wrap the rope with red duct or electrical tape, or dip or spray paint the rope with red paint, to
mark their rope. It is important for the rope to be dry if
painting the rope. More recently, lobstermen have been
using red plastic heat shrink tubing to mark the rope.

SEAFOOD PROCESSORS’
LABOR ISSUES BASED ON
LOCATION
By Melissa Waterman
Maine has seen a remarkable burst of new seafood processing facilities in the past five years. Throughout the coast more lobster is
being turned into consumer products than ever before. Yet the labor
pool available to work in these facilities varies greatly depending on
where in the state the company is located.
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Yes, it’s here: the Merry Month of May! After a winter of
record-breaking snow and a rough spring, Mainers are finally enjoying the sight of daffodils in the gardens, lilacs
blooming, and alewives running up local streams and rivers. Summer is almost here and a new lobster season is just
getting underway.
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Landings also examines
one of the key factors in
Maine’s expanding lobster
processing sector: labor.
Transforming a live lobster
into a variety of food products calls for a lot of handson labor. Finding enough
people to do that work in
a processing plant can be a
serious problem for a facility located in a remote area,
such as Downeast Maine.
For processors in the more
populous southern counties, finding workers is
much less of an obstacle
to growth. Fortunately for
Maine, the lobster processing sector is growing
rapidly and companies are
working strategically to
solve their unique labor issues.

Ann Backus, occupational safety instructor at Harvard
University’s School of Public Health, continues her informative series on lobstermen’s health. Fishermen spend a lot
of time on the water and in the sun. Over time the sun’s
UV waves can have a serious effect on eyesight. Backus explains why taking care of your eyes is so important for lobstermen as they get ready to start the season.
Long Island lobsterman Justin Papkee is not worried about
his eyesight. The 24-year-old lobsterman received his offshore lobster license in 2014 and is enjoying lobstering year
round, despite the harsh winter weather. Papkee is one of
twelve young lobstermen
who took part in the MLCA’s
Leadership Institute last
year. Since then he’s been
learning more about how
the lobster fishery is managed both at the state and
federal level and exploring
other ways to make his living on the water.

Readers also can read
excerpts
from
comments made by the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association
on the many proposed
regulatory changes that
have popped up this winter.
From a new management
system for Northern shrimp
to the enormous expansion
in protected habitat proposed for right whales, the
MLA presented in-depth
analysis and straightforward comments designed
to preserve Maine’s lobster fishery to the National
Marine Fisheries Service,
Atlantic States Marine
Many fishermen and their
Fisheries Commission, and
families signed up for
May is finally here, kicking off the start of the summer New England Fisheries
Affordable Care Act health
Management
Council,
insurance this winter.
fishing season. Photo by M. Waterman
among
others.
Th
e MLA
While it’s a good thing to
also provides an update on
have health insurance, if
the
status
on
various
lobster
bills
under consideration by
you don’t use it, it’s not worth as much. The first step tothe
Legislature
this
session.
ward getting the most from that health insurance is finding
a primary care provider. Landings provides an overview on We hope you enjoy this issue and as ever, we look forward
how to pick a doctor, the differences between in- and out- to hearing from you.
of-network care, and provides other advice on how to get
the most out of your health insurance policy.

MLCA fosters thriving coastal
communities and preserves
Maine’s lobstering heritage
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GUEST COLUMN:

What will we know tomorrow?

By Matt Jacobson
In the original Men in Black film, the character played by Tommy Lee Jones,
Agent K, is trying to recruit New York City police detective Edwards, played by
Will Smith, to join a secret government agency that monitors alien life on Earth
—The Men in Black. During the interview process, Edwards gets to meet a few
of the aliens who are working at the MIB headquarters. Naturally, Edwards has
some doubt about joining up. As part of the recruitment, Agent K says,
“1,500 years ago, everybody knew the Earth was the center of the universe...
500 years ago, everybody knew the world was flat... 15 minutes ago, you knew
that people were alone on this planet. Imagine what you’ll know tomorrow.”
The MLMC is constantly doing research to know more about Maine lobster
and where we appear on menus. And it’s surprising what we’ve learned.
Before we started this research, we knew that the Northeast consumed more
lobster than anywhere else. With the research, we found out that more Maine
lobster mentions are found on menus in the West than in any other U.S. region!
Before the research, we knew that lobster is mostly served in the traditional
way with melted butter. After the research, we found that lobster is only served with butter 30 percent of the time. The fastest growing accompaniments served with lobster are ginger,
honey, wasabi, cilantro, and caviar!
We are continuing our efforts to promote Maine lobster and
drive demand worldwide as we meet with customers at all
levels of the supply chain. Can you imagine what we’ll know
tomorrow?
I’ll share a recent example of something we learned that affected our approach to marketing Maine lobster.

Matt Jacobson is the executive
director of the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative.
MLMC photo.

The next day we presented a class in
how to prepare a few Maine lobster recipes for the chefs. There was a theater with an industrial kitchen on the stage
and 100 chefs in the audience. Both the chef and Frank
spoke about the recipes and about Maine lobster. When
it came time for questions, all the chefs wanted to talk
to Frank. They simply could not get enough information about the fishery and about Maine. They wanted
to know how we handle the lobster and how we sustain
the fishery. The chefs actually wanted to know about
lobstermen! After the class, Frank was a rock star.
We learned that, contrary to our previous notions, the
chefs could not be more interested in Maine lobster
and Maine lobstermen. They care deeply about their effect on the environment
and on the people who harvest the food they prepare and serve. Chefs are hearing from their customers, too. Diners want to know where their food comes
from – who harvests it and how. They understand that sustainability is not just
about biology but about biography as well. The people who ultimately prepare,
serve and buy Maine lobster care very much about Maine, the lobstermen, and
our lobster industry.
Continued on page 4
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There was a big reception at this CIA
event. Picture about a hundred people, chefs and a few other food vendors
in a room. At that reception, no one
much noticed the folks from Maine.
Confirming what we knew – nobody
there cared much about us, or what we do.

We learned that, contrary
to our previous notions,
the chefs could not be
more interested in Maine
lobster and Maine
lobstermen.

The MLMC is actively seeking partnerships that could help us accomplish our
mission. One of them is with the Culinary Institute of America (CIA), a private,
not-for-profit college dedicated to providing the world’s best professional culinary education. As part of its programs, the CIA offers continuing training for
chefs – sort of refresher courses on how to make the latest dishes. Th e MLMC
has presented at these events several times, pairing a chef with a lobsterman to
present our story. Recently, Frank Gotwals, a fisherman from Stonington and
the chairman of the MLMC board, attended one of these events.
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Before the event, Frank was sure about
a few things. He knew that the supply
chain was getting rich off lobstermen’s
work. He knew that the restaurants were
always trying to keep the price they paid
for lobster low and were not very interested in the fishermen or their hard
work.
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW
By Melissa Waterman and Patrice McCarron
You wouldn’t be blamed if you admitted to finding the legislative process somewhat confusing. Cloture, amendments, public hearings and work sessions — it
all seems like a complicated mess. But, if you take a closer look, it’s clear that
the process is in fact very orderly, if time consuming. Understanding how the
state Legislature works is important for Maine’s fishermen, who often face a
bewildering array of proposed laws whenever the Legislature is in session in
Augusta.

Where does a bill come from?
A local House Representative or Senator may come up with an idea for a bill on
his or her own, or be asked to propose a bill by a constituent, an interest group,
a public official or the Governor. Other legislators may be asked to sign on as
co-sponsors of that bill. A state agency may also submit ideas for a bill, but it
must be approved by the Governor’s office, and be sponsored by a member of
the Legislature.

How does a bill take shape?
There is a deadline by which time bills must be submitted. That deadline is
called cloture. State agencies are generally required to submit their ideas for
bills a few months before elected officials submit their own ideas. During the
First Regular Session of the Legislature, which is the session immediately following the election, any type of bill may be submitted prior to cloture. For the
Second Regular Session of the Legislature, the range of bills is primarily limited
to emergency legislation and budgetary matters. In either session, bills may
only be submitted after the cloture deadline upon approval by the Legislative
Council. When a request for a bill, which is generally only the bill title, is filed,
it is given a Legislative Reference (L.R.) number.
With the idea in mind, the legislator submits a bill title, crafted in a manner
that describes the intent of the bill. The title then goes to the Revisor’s Office
and to the Legislature’s Office of Policy and Legal Analysis staff for assistance in
drafting the bill in proper technical form.

The Maine state capitol. Photo courtesy of Pix4Learning.com

Where does a bill go once it is printed?
Once the bill is actually written and then printed, the legislator gives the bill to
the Clerk of the House or Secretary of the Senate. The Secretary and Clerk suggest the committee to which the bill should be referred and assign the bill an
L.D. number. Bills are usually identified and referred to throughout the rest of
the session by their L.D. numbers.
Both the House and Senate must agree on the Joint Standing Committee of
reference. If the House and Senate cannot agree on which committee will hear
the bill, that piece of legislation can go no further in the process.

What happens at the Committee?
The bills are then reviewed, analyzed, discussed and voted on by the legislative committee which makes a recommendation back to the full Legislature.
Continued on page 16

Jacobson continued from page 3
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To get our message to all the chefs who care about us (but just don’t know it
yet), we need to be focused in our efforts. All of us play a role. For example,
when a tourist asks you about what you do as a lobsterman, you have an opportunity to get that tourist excited about new-shell lobster. New-shell lobster
is a key messaging point for MLMC’s marketing efforts:
As summer approaches, lobsters in the cold, clean waters of Maine shed their old
shells and grow new shells – the result is Maine New-Shell Lobster. A delicacy for
Maine locals, Maine New-Shell Lobster provides the sweetest, most tender,
most “lobster-y” lobster in the world.
The media may approach some of us this summer. When speaking with a reporter, it’s especially important for us all to speak with a unified voice and to
use our prepared messaging to get chefs and diners excited about Maine lobster. That reporter might write an article that will be seen by a chef somewhere
who will then demand Maine lobster from his distributor. Currently only 4%
of the upscale-casual restaurants in the Northeast have Maine lobster on their
menu. Can you imagine the demand we could generate for Maine lobster if
thousands of restaurants put us on their menu?
The MLMC has the message, and you’ll be getting it soon. We have lots of resources to help you with these opportunities. Let us know how we can help
you. If we work together on this effort, can you imagine what we’ll all know
tomorrow?

Check out the collection of unique and unusual lobster designs
and illustrations by native Maine artist Andrew M. Cook.
www.lobsteringisanart.com
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NEW LEADERS IN MAINE’S LOBSTER FISHERY: Justin Papkee, Long Island
by Melissa Waterman
In this series we continue our profiles of some of the young men and women who
took part in the Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance’s inaugural Lobster
Leadership Institute in May, 2014.
Good humor seems to be part of Justin Papkee’s personality. The 24-year-old
Long Island lobsterman, who has a bachelor’s degree in physics from Fordham
University, has a quick wit and a clear sense of what he likes to do. “I started
lobstering when I was about ten with a friend and his dad,” he said. “Now I have
my offshore license. I like lobstering, so why not go all year round?”
Papkee took part in the MLCA Leadership Institute last May, travelling with
other Maine lobstermen to Prince Edward Island to learn about the lobstering industry there. Like many of the other participants, Papkee found seeing
how the Canadians fish for lobster eye-opening. “It really made me wonder if
everything we’ve been doing here forever is the right way to do it,” Papkee said.
The lobster season on Prince Edward Island is approximately 60 days long. The
lobstermen set a maximum of 300 traps in their specific lobster fishing areas,

In the year since the Institute Papkee has been exploring the different ways in
which he can put himself and his 37-foot Repco boat to good use. “I checked
out some of the aquaculture things going on. It’s interesting but you have to
wait four or five years for your payoff. I didn’t take to it,” he said.
Papkee signed up to be a participant in a University of Maine study on the effects of barotrauma on cusk and cod brought up in lobster traps. When cod or
cusk are pulled up in a trap, the rapid change in pressure inflates their swim
bladders, causing damage and even death. Lobstermen taking part in the study,
by graduate students Robert Boenish and Jocelyn Runnebaum, note when a
cusk or cod is found in a trap. They carefully remove the fish and replace it in
the area of the trap where it can swim free, and then reset the trap, noting latitude and longitude. Later they rehaul the trap and see if the fish is still there.
“I started doing this in March. If I get one in the trap I put it in the kitchen, the
front of the trap. I haven’t found any in the traps later. No bones either!” Papkee
said.
Papkee has chartered his boat on occasion to those who want to get on the
water for various reasons. “It’s a little side income. I just want to use the boat.
It’s a shame to see it tied up at the dock day after day.” Lobstering offshore,
though, puts a glint in Papkee’s eye. “That was my big undertaking last year. It’s
not really about the money,” he said with a laugh. “It’s more about how well did
you do, sort of a game. It’s fine when it’s nice out but when it’s not I go back in.
Better to live to fish another day.”
After completing the Institute, which included attending a Maine Lobstermen’s
Association board meeting and learning about lobster management from state
officials, Papkee has found himself attending different lobster meetings in the
last year. “I haven’t joined anything yet,” he explained. “I feel like I should go to
these meetings and get a feel for things before I sign up. I want to be able to
help, not just jump in for the sake of joining.”
He still thinks about his time on Prince Edward Island with pleasure. He keeps
a lobster gauge given to him by an island lobsterman on the dashboard of his
boat. The minimum legal size for a P.E.I. lobster is 72 millimeters or 2.8 inches;
Maine’s limit is 3 ¼ inches. “I showed in to the warden [marine patrol officer]
the other day. He got a kick out of it!” Papkee laughed.

Justin Papkee acquired his offshore lobster license in 2014, after
attending the MLCA Leadership Institute earlier in the year. Photo
courtesy of J. Papkee.
which are defined by the federal government. “I started thinking maybe trap
limits would work. They have short seasons and control the supply,” Papkee
said.
But Papkee isn’t quite ready to change to a short season himself. He notes that
with a set number of days in which to lobster, the Prince Edward Island lobstermen are more apt to go out on bad days. “I like to be able to go when I want, to
not go when it’s bad out,” he said.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.

President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 207.594.7518
1st VP: Jim Dow
Bass Harbor, 207.288.9846
2nd VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 207.259.3306
Sec/Treasurer: Arnold Gamage, Jr.
So. Bristol, 207.644.8110
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596.0177
Dwight Carver, Beals, 497.2895
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372.6429
Dustin Delano, Monhegan, 542.7241
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255.3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633.6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526.4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244.4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372.6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846.9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563.5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829.2109
Elliott Thomas, Yarmouth, 846.6201
John Williams, Stonington, 367.2731
Donald Young, Cushing, 354.6404
Jack Young, Vinalhaven, 863.4905

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Navigator
April Gilmore McNutt
april@mainelobstermen.org

Executive Assistant
Sarah Paquette
sarah@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
203 Lafayette Center
Kennebunk, ME 04043
info@mainelobstermen.org
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place
at Darby’s Restaurant,
Belfast.
May 4, 5 p.m.
June 3, 5 p.m.

STEAMING AHEAD
Maine lobstermen have been given the opportunity of a
lifetime, yet only a few have risen to the challenge. We are
contributing our hard-earned dollars to the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative to get the story of the Maine lobster industry out to the world at large. Yet right here in our
own backyard the Maine Maritime Museum (MMM) is doing just that, for free. But they need your help to be successful.
On July 26, the Museum will be
launching the state’s largest
and most comprehensive exhibit on lobstering. The exhibit,
Lobstering & the Maine Coast,
will tell the complete, authentic story of Maine’s most iconic
fishery from the trap to the table. This new permanent exhibit
will comprise 6,200 square feet
of space dedicated to giving the
museum’s 60,000 annual visitors
an inside look at the complexities of the lobster industry and
its cultural significance in the
state.

Please take some time as you ready for the fishing season
and prepare a lobster buoy to donate to the exhibit. All you
need is a buoy freshly painted with your colors so it can
be displayed in the exhibit. Be sure to include your name,
port, how long you have been fishing and where you fish.
And if you feel inclined to get even further involved, Chris
Hall, exhibit curator, would love to have a picture of your
boat and the story behind your
boat’s name. They would also
welcome any good story you
want to share about your lobstering career or a short video
made on your cell phone talking
about your lobster business or
showing footage of you working.
They really want to hear your
story!
To donate a lobster buoy, drop it
off with any MLA Board or staff
member and we’ll get it to the
Museum. Or, you can drop it at
or mail it directly to the museum at 243 Washington St., Bath,
ME 04530. You can also go online to upload photos and videos at www.dropitto.me/mainemaritime using the password
“lobster.”

One of the unique components
of the exhibit will be a display of
lobster buoys donated by lobstermen from up and down the
coast. Using touch-screen kiChris Hall, Curator of Exhibits at
osks, visitors will be able to view
Maine Maritime Museum, said,
photos and information corre“The story of Maine lobstering is
lating to each buoy, including
about how a reclusive creature
the lobsterman’s name, location,
Photo by P. McCarron. from dark undersea burrows
boat name, and in some cases,
has become a signature culinary
personal stories gleaned from life on the water. Additional icon, worldwide; it is about the audacity of shipping wildbuoys, and the stories of the men and women who fish caught protein, alive, as far as China; it is about how scienwith them, will continue to be added to the exhibit as an tific research has mingled with native savvy, family tradiongoing documentation of the lobster fishery.
tion, and a unique ecosystem to position Maine lobstering
To date, the Museum has received just a few lobster buoys as a working model of fishery sustainability; it is about the
contributed from the following communities: Swans travails and triumphs of its owner-operator harvesters,
Island, Stonington, Harpswell, South Bristol, Searsport, and their worries for the next generation of lobstermen –
Tenants Harbor, Bucks Harbor, Thomaston, Bar Harbor, that despite a string of record landings, the tide comes in
Woolwich, Portland, Sebasco, Phippsburg, Friendship, and the tide goes out.”
Boothbay Harbor, Georgetown, Spruce Head, Vinalhaven, To be a lobsterman means being part of a long tradition
Cushing, Matinicus and Islesford.
that involves self-sufficiency balanced by community ties,
With more than 4,000 commercial lobstermen in the state,
I’m sure we can do better than that. The Museum needs
your help to make this exhibit a success. They want to have
lobster buoys from communities located along the entire
coast. To date, they have received fewer than 100 buoys —
out of 4,000 lobstermen? Come on!

full of stories and drama that many lobstermen take for
granted. We shouldn’t. It’s time the industry as a whole
made every effort to get these stories out to the general
public, via any means available. Here is one route which is
free to all who want to take it.
As always, stay safe on the water.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
LOBSTER BILLS VOTED OUGHT TO
PASS
LD 98 An Act Amending the Trap Limit for the Swans
Island Lobster Conservation Area (Emergency); Sponsored
by Sen. Langley.
This bill increases the number of traps for lobstermen in
the Swans Island Lobster Conservation Area trap tags from
550 to 600. The Marine Resources Committee unanimously supported this bill during a work session on February
25; it has not yet been voted by the full House and Senate.
As an emergency measure, it will go into effect upon the
Governor’s signing.
LD 730 An Act To Make Technical Changes to Maine’s
Marine Resources Laws; DMR bill sponsored by Sen. Baker.
This bill makes several technical and clarifying changes to

Maine’s marine resources laws. Those relevant to the lobster industry include: 1) Clarifies that a student lobster and
crab fishing license holder may designate up to three sponsors; 2) Deletes the Kittery lobster trawl limit from statute
and instead includes it in rule along with all other trawl
limits; 3) Clarifies that a student lobster and crab fishing license holder must declare a lobster management zone and
may not fish a majority of the license holder’s gear outside
the declared zone; and 4) Provides that the coordinates for
the Swans Island Lobster Conservation Area are presented
in latitude and longitude format and not Loran format.
The Marine Resources Committee held a public hearing
on March 25 and none of the provisions affecting the lobster industry were controversial. The Marine Resources
Committee voted ought to pass as amended on April 1. It
was amended so that nonresidents who hold aquaculture
leases or license not be issued commercial shellfish licenses.
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LD 1038 An Act To Amend the Emergency Rule-making Authority of the
Department of Marine Resources; DMR bill sponsored by Sen. Langley.
This bill expands the emergency rule-making authority of the DMR
Commissioner to allow the DMR to amend rules to expand opportunity in a
fishery if the amendment is in compliance with a federal or interstate fisheries
management plan. The Marine Resources Committee voted ought to pass as
amended on April 8. The amendment expands the Commissioner’s emergency
rulemaking authority to adopt rules to comply with changes to a federal or interstate fisheries management plan.
HC 87 ASMFC Appointment On March 11, the Speaker of the House and Senate
President appointed Senator Brian Langley of Hancock to the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission pursuant to authority under Title 12, MRSA,
Chapter 419, §4652.
LOBSTER BILLS PENDING VOTE (AS OF LATE APRIL)
LD 800 An Act To Prevent Passage of Alewives through the Grand Falls Dam on
the St. Croix River; Sponsored by Rep. Turner.
This bill proposes to block the fishway on the Grand Falls Dam on the St. Croix
River to prevent passage of river herring into the lakes that form the headwaters of the river. The Marine Resources Committee held a public hearing on
April 27 and work session on April 29.

coastal and ocean acidification on commercially grown and harvested species
in the State’s coastal and ocean environments. The council must submit an annual report to the Legislature and may accept funding from outside sources.
The council is repealed December 31, 2018. The Marine Resources Committee
held a public hearing on March 11; more than 16 groups submitted testimony.
Maine DMR and DEP opposed the bill while a variety of organizations, academia, and businesses supported it. The bill was tabled during a work session
on April 8.
LD 896 An Act To Improve Lobster Licensing; Sponsored by Rep. Alley.
This bill proposes that a lobsterman may transfer his license if the recipient has
completed the Apprentice Program and purchases the vessel and maximum
traps on the license from the license holder. The lobster license can only be
transferred to a family member. The recipient does not have to go on the zone
waiting list. This bill further proposes that a retired marine patrol officer is eligible for a lobster and crab fishing license without completing the Apprentice
Program, but must go onto a zone waiting list. The retired MPO would be limited to 400 traps. Finally, this bill proposes that lobstermen not have to do the
mandatory logbook program more than four times in any 10-year period. A
public hearing was held on April 6 with no support for the bill. The bill was
tabled during a work session on April 8.
MARINE-RELATED BONDS PENDING VOTE

LD 1233 An Act To Improve Enforcement of Maine’s Marine Resources Laws;
DMR bill sponsored by Sen. Burns.

LD 998 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Collect Data on and
To Monitor Ocean Acidification; Sponsored by Rep. Parry.

This bill amends the laws governing the enforcement of the marine resources
laws. The proposals related to lobstering include: 1) changing the penalty for
scrubbing egged lobsters from a one-year license suspension to license revocation; and 2) amending the consent to inspection provision to allow covert
electronic surveillance by the Bureau of Marine Patrol, including allowing the
bureau to place electronic surveillance equipment on lobster vessels for the
purpose of determining if a license holder is fishing over the trap limit.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $3,000,000, will be
used to collect data, monitor waterways and perform tests related to increasing ocean acidity along the Maine coast and its impact on natural wildlife and
commercially important species, such as lobsters and clams.

Other provisions in the bill include: 1) specifying that notices of penalties and
hearings are deemed received three days after they are mailed; 2) imposing a
time limit of up to 60 days for an administrative hearing on a license suspension to be held, in order to prevent an individual from continually delaying a
license suspension; 3) specifying that notice of failure to comply with monthly
reporting requirements must be by mail or by serving the notice in hand and
not by e-mail or telephone; 4) authorizing the DMR to deny the renewal of a
license for an elver harvester or elver dealer who has not paid a fine assessed to
that harvester or dealer for buying or selling elvers in excess of that harvester’s
or dealer’s quota. The Marine Resources Committee held the public hearing on
April 29.

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $10,000,000, will be
used to fund a grant program to invest in projects that contribute to economic
activity, environmental protection and community development along Maine’s
waterfronts. It also enacts a grant program for waterfront development, which
is modeled after the Riverfront Community Development Program.

LD 1227 An Act To Provide for Improved Reporting of Marine Resources
Landings; DMR bill sponsored by Rep. Kruger.
This bill proposes changes to the marine resources licensing laws to facilitate
use of the transaction card system for electronic dealer reporting that was successfully implemented in Maine’s elver fishery in 2014. Specifically, it provides
that an individual who holds a dealer’s license may be required to obtain equipment specified by the Department of Marine Resources in order to engage in
licensed activities. Additionally, it specifies that in the sea urchin and scallop
fisheries the license holder must be the individual who sells the harvested
product because only the license holder will be issued a transaction card. It
also prohibits a holder of a wholesale seafood license from dealing in scallops
without the holder’s obtaining a scallop permit which permits the holder to
buy scallops from harvesters and to sell, process, ship or transport scallops.
The Marine Resources Committee held a public hearing on April 29.
LD 1026 An Act To Make Confidential the E-mail Addresses of Applicants for
Department of Marine Resources Licenses; DMR bill sponsored by Rep. Parry.
This bill proposes that an e-mail address recorded on a license application
be kept confidential except for the use of department personnel or law enforcement personnel or for the purpose of court proceedings. The Judiciary
Committee held a public hearing on April 28.
LD 427 An Act To Address and Mitigate the Effects of Marine Debris; Sponsored
by Rep. Devin.
This bill is a concept draft which proposes to address and mitigate plastic pollution in the marine environment, including but not limited to micro-debris
pollution (particles of plastic approximately 5 to 10 microns). The Marine
Resources Committee held a public hearing and awork session, but tabled the
bill citing a need for more information.
LD 493 An Act To Create the Ocean Acidification Council; Sponsored Rep.
Devin.
This bill would establish the 16-member Ocean Acidification Council to identify, study, prevent, remediate and mitigate the direct and indirect effects of

LD 254 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support Waterfront
Development; Sponsored by Sen. Haskell.

Continued on page 8

DMR’s List of Prohibited Marine
and Freshwater Baits
Beginning June 1, 2015, it is illegal to sell or use any marine or freshwater
organism as bait to fish for ortake lobsters or crabs that is classified as
“prohibited,” or that has not been reviewed by the Department.
Marine species
Any salmonid fish species
Alphonsino from New Zealand
Cobia from South Atlantic Ocean
Cod from U.S. or Canadian West Coast
Flat fish from the Pacific Ocean
Hake from the U.S. West Coast
Horseshoe crab from Asia
Pollock from the Pacific Ocean
S. American pilchard from U.S. or Canadian West Coast
Freshwater species
Carp from Asia, U.S. or Canada (only carp from Maine are approved)
Catfish from Asia
Mudshad from the U.S.
Northern pike from Canada
Freshwater drum (Sheepshead) from the U.S. or Canada
Tilapia from Vietnam
Individuals may apply for review of a non-listed bait source, or petition for
use of a prohibited bait source by completing the “Lobster and Crab Bait
Review Form.” For more information, visit DMR’s bait page at www.maine.
gov/dmr/rm/lobster/BaitInformation.htm or call Sarah Cotnoir at (207)
624-6596.
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MLA continued from page 7

LOBSTER BILLS VOTED OUGHT NOT TO PASS

LD 491 An Act To Lower from 70 to 65 the Age at Which a Person May Obtain a
Lobster and Crab Fishing License for a Reduced Fee

right whales. We are very skeptical about the potential impact of any new federal regulations on our fishermen and do not believe that the proposed designation area reflects a balanced review of the best available science, nor does it
properly weigh the economic impacts that will result from using an arbitrarily
drawn critical habitat area that fails to exclude all areas that are not essential
for conservation and recovery of the species…

LD 492 An Act To Expand Eligibility for Lobster and Crab Fishing Licenses for
Veterans (Emergency)

Prohibiting alewives on the St. Croix River

LD 490 An Act To Extend the Legal Hours for Harvesting Lobster

LD 563 An Act Regarding the Purchase of Trap Tags in the Lobster Fishery
LD 1016 An Act To Allow Retired Marine Patrol Officers To Obtain up to 2
Marine Fisheries Licenses
LD 425 An Act To Prohibit False Labelling of Marine Organisms
LOBSTER BILLS THAT HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN
LR 775 An Act To Increase Entry into Lobster Fishery
LR 776 An Act To Establish a Limited Lobster and Crab Commercial License

MLA COMMENTS ON FEDERAL, STATE ISSUES
As the state’s oldest fishermen’s organization, the MLA takes seriously its responsibility to protect the ability of Maine’s lobstermen to make their living
from the ocean, whether they are members of the MLA or not. Consequently,
April was a busy month for the MLA staff. Official comments were due on a
variety of federal, state and regional issues which affect lobstermen, from expansion of protected habitat for right whales to the passage of alewives on the
St. Croix River. Here below are excerpts the MLA’s comments.

NMFS regulations on lobster gear marking
This letter is submitted on behalf of Maine’s four lobster industry groups, the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA), Downeast Lobstermen’s Association
(DELA), Southern Maine’s Lobstermen’s Association (SMLA) and Maine
Lobstering Union (MLU), in response to National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) proposed rule NOAA-NMFS-2015-0127 to amend the regulations implementing the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP).
We remain concerned about the requirement to expand the size and frequency
of gear marking outside the exemption line since the additional marks proposed are redundant. As we have previously indicated, all lobster buoys and
traps are marked or tagged with a lobsterman’s license information. The additional marking requirements are extremely labor intensive and operationally
problematic because of lobstermen’s practice in lengthening and adding lines
to fish in deeper waters. And, as marks wear off and foul over the season, it will
continue to be difficult to keep all ropes properly marked…
We are … receiving feedback from lobstermen that they need more time to add
the second colored mark to the ropes to be required in these areas. Affected
Maine lobstermen could be in full compliance with this requirement by June
2016; but it would be extremely difficult to manage and remark rope before
then because their gear has already been prepared for the 2015 fishing season.
Accordingly, we support Commissioner Keliher’s request to extend the deadline
for implementing the gear marking requirement in these areas to June 2016.

Proposed expansion of critical habitat for North Atlantic right
whales
This letter is submitted on behalf of Maine’s four lobster industry groups, the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA), Downeast Lobstermen’s Association
(DELA), Southern Maine’s Lobstermen’s Association (SMLA) and Maine
Lobstering Union (MLU), in response to National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) proposed rule NOAA-NMFS-2014-0085 to replace the critical habitat
for right whales with two new areas…
…[W]e oppose the designation area as proposed. As the Commissioner of the
Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has indicated in his comments,
the area proposed for designation is not based on the best available science
and includes vast areas for which there is no scientific evidence to support inclusion. We urge NMFS to carefully review Maine DMR’s rationale for moving
the shoreward Gulf of Maine critical habitat (Unit 1) boundary to the 100 M
contour. We also urge that all areas that are not essential to right whale conservation be excluded from critical habitat, consistent with the requirements
of the applicable federal regulations and the Endangered Species Act (ESA)…
Maine’s lobster industry has been engaged in the Take Reduction Team process
since its inception and our fishermen have worked diligently over nearly two
decades to implement changes in our fishing practices to aid in the recovery of

MLA president David Cousens testified before the Joint Committee on Marine
Resources against LD 800 which would once again close the St. Croix River to alewife passage.
The MLA strongly opposes LD 800. The MLA has advocated for unconstrained
passage of alewives on the St. Croix since its blockage in the 1990’s. We were
here just two years ago in support of allowing alewife passage on the St. Croix
and were pleased that passage was finally allowed. It is important that the St.
Croix remain open to allow its native run of alewives to spawn…
Out of necessity, Maine lobstermen have diversified their bait supply beyond our
local staples of herring and menhaden. Our industry is now relying more and
more on baits imported from distant, international and fresh water sources…
Yet we have a tremendous underutilized local bait source right here in Maine.
The alewife run on the St. Croix River has historically provided a rich source of
alewives for our fishermen. But in recent history it has provided hardly any due
to its blockage. This was bad policy that hurt Maine lobstermen, weakened our
coastal economy and threatened our environment. Fortunately, after years of
discussion and debate, the Legislature changed the law to allow alewife passage to resume on the St. Croix in 2012…
The MLA urges you to show leadership and maintain unconstrained alewife
passage on the St. Croix River.

ASMFC Amendment 3 to the Northern shrimp management plan
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) is providing comments on the
Public Information Document (PID) for Amendment 3 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan for Northern Shrimp.
The shrimp fishery has traditionally served as an important supplemental winter fishery for many Maine lobstermen. It has provided much needed economic
opportunity for Maine’s owner operator small boat fleet based in communities
spanning the length of the Maine coast during the winter months when the
inshore lobster fishery is dormant…
The lobster industry has enjoyed tremendous success in recent decades through
continued record landings. The lobster industry’s success is due in large part to
our long-standing protection of spawning females, the use of passive gear and
our owner-operator provision. The MLA urges the Commission to consider
how these proven approaches could be adapted to shrimp management…
The MLA strongly urges the Commission to develop a flexible management
approach that supports a more stable and sustainable shrimp fishery able to
provide fishing opportunity for a diverse group of vessels. The MLA supports
continued open access to the shrimp fishery coupled with a season that allows the majority of shrimp to drop their eggs before they are harvested and
effort controls to allow Maine’s trappers as well as our mid coast and downeast
fishermen the opportunity to access the resource before allowable catches are
reached.
The MLA supports the establishment of state by state allocation of Total
Allowable Catch (TAC), rather than a limited entry system, as the best method
to achieve this…
The impact of gear selectivity should also be considered in future management
approaches. While the MLA continues to support the continuation of the both
the trawl and trap fishery for shrimp, shrimp landings data show that trappers
are generally more apt to catch females after egg hatch than trawlers. Further,
the trap fishery is a lower volume fishery and most fishermen report that the
quality of trapped shrimp is typically superior to trawl shrimp, and the price
per pound is consistently higher. Exploring opportunities for future growth in
the trap sector would allow more fishermen to participate in the fishery while
maximizing the value of the shrimp and minimizing the overall impact on the
resource by targeting Stage II females…
Under the current management system shrimp trappers did not have an equal
opportunity to access the resource by being allocated limited quota and a delayed start. Further, fishermen located in downeast areas did not have an opportunity to access the shrimp resource in recent years, at a time when nearly
all the landings would be comprised of Stage II females, because the quota had
already been reached before the shrimp were catchable….
The MLA urges the Commission not to implement a limited entry system, but
rather to implement a management approach which protects spawning females, examines the impact of gear on the resource and allows Maine fishermen from the entire length of the coast an opportunity to access the resource.
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New England Fisheries Management Council’s Omnibus fisheries habitat amendment
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) offers our feedback on the preferred alternatives recommended by the Habitat Committee on the Omnibus
Habitat Amendment. It has been a daunting process and the actions taken
through this amendment will impact many species and fishermen…
The MLA urges the Council to consider explicitly allowing lobster gear to continue to be fished in the range of closures proposed in the Habitat Amendment
until the potential impacts of lobster gear on these closures can be resolved with
guidance from the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)…
MLA’s overarching concern on the Habitat Committee’s recommendations is
that it remains unclear how these proposals might impact lobster trap gear in
the future. While it is our understanding that none of the preferred alternatives
currently exclude lobster trap gear, we remain concerned that it could be prohibited at a future date…

instead it focuses on the concerns raised in the literature published in previous
decades.
The draft North Atlantic right whale SAR also lacks an adequate discussion of
recent changes in, and factors contributing to, North Atlantic right whale distribution over the last five years during which time fewer right whales are being
seen in their known historic habitats.
The MLA is very concerned with how the changes in the predictability of sightings will impact future population estimates for the species…
The Maine lobster industry remains committed to working with through the
Take Reduction Team process to manage fishery interactions with North
Atlantic right whales. It is important that the SAR adequately reflect all of the
positive changes in the right whale population, in addition to its challenges.

The MLA opposes the inclusion of the shrimp exemption area (Alternative 8)
as part of the preferred alternatives for the Western Gulf of Maine. Alternative
8 is premature at this time given that a new shrimp plan is under development
by ASMFC. It seems counter-intuitive to open more bottom to a stock that is
currently depleted without considering how it fits into the larger management
framework or impacts the status of the resource.

Draft right whale stock assessment
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) submits this letter in response to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) proposed rule NOAANMFS-2014-0117 on the 2014 Atlantic Draft Stock Assessment (SAR), and specifically for the North Atlantic Right Whale.
The MLA is concerned that the draft 2014 North Atlantic right whale SAR does
not use the best available science throughout the assessment report. This draft
SAR continues to characterize the species based on data from the 1980’s, 1990’s
and early 2000’s, rather than with the most recent data and research available.
Therefore, this draft SAR does not present a balanced assessment of the progress and recovery made by North Atlantic right whales over the last decade;

April Gilmore McNutt, the MLA’s health insurance Navigator, and her

husband Dan welcomed their first child on April 6. Walter David
McNutt came into the world weighing 7 lbs., 11 oz. His grandparents are
Ann Mosher, Kevin Gilmore, and Jan and Dan McNutt.

Present your MLA membership
MLA MEMBERS DISCOUNT
DIRECTORY

card at the following businesses and
receive generous discounts!

Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc.
Dover, NH -- 20% off propeller repair.
Discounts vary by manufacturer for new
propellers,shafting and other hardware.

Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off all hydraulic
components and Cable Craft cables in
2015.

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new
installations.

/DZ2IÀFHRI-6FRWW/RJDQ//&
Portland, ME -- 20% discount on foreclosure defense and bankruptcy legal fees.

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders.

Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum
on multiple drum purchases (must show
current MLA card).

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off MLA merchandise.

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in
stock items for MLA members.
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual
subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA
membership noted on check.
Craig’s All Natural
Durham, NH -- 10% discount on all Victoinox Cutlery.
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store.

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training.
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to comPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV
National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual
subscription rate.

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% off marine gears, controls, accessories, and parts.
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
%DVV+DUERU0(RIIÀQDOSULFH
of hull with MLA membership
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Scarborough, ME -- 5% off trap list price
when you show your MLA card.
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top
Weathervane Seafood Inc.
Kittery, ME – 10% off mail order purchases. Just mention you are an MLA member.
1-800-914-1774.
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster meat.
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

HYDRAULICS

Back River Financial Group
John Hallee
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of previous tax returns.

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for MLA
members.

BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
2 Mase Rd
Hampton , NH 03842
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple drum purchases (must show current MLA card).
Dropping Springs Lobster and Bait
Anthony Robinson
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-272-6278; 207-518-9049
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
Wayne Reichle
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
PO Box 275
Bass Harbor, ME 04653
207-244-3795
lorraine@richardstanleyboats.com
www.richardstanelycustomboats.com
$1,000 off final hull price with MLA membership
SW Boatworks
Stewart Workman
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Penobscot Marine Museum
PO Box 498, 5 Church St
Searsport, ME 04974
207-548-2529
kgoldner@ppm-maine.org
www.penobscotmarinemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members.
ELECTRONICS
Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St
Rockland, ME 04841
207-691-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine electronic
products
FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional product orders.

Hews Company
Katy Hews
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@hewsco.com
www.hewsco.com
10% of all hydraulic components & Cable Craft
cables in 2015.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
INSURANCE
Acadia Insurance
Mandi Nickerson
1 Acadia Commons
Westbrook, ME 04092
207-874-1642
mandi.nickerson@acadia-ins.com
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA members. Additional 5% discount with proof of
completed C.G. Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor
course within the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Pam St. Clair
32 Oak St.
Bangor, ME 04401
207-947-5032 x3011
pstclair@varneyagency.com

Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand St.
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487 ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Coop
275 Island Rd
South Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327 sicoop@tds.net

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billys Inc.
PO Box 837
Ogunquit , ME 03907
207-646-5575 billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321 steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SALT
Maine Salt Company
677 Coldbrook Rd
Hermon, ME 04401
207-848-3796 maccem@juno.com
www.mainesalt.com
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK SUPPLIES

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.

Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com

MARINE ENGINES

REFRIGERATION SERVICES

Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at the
Friendship store.

Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145 info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

Sea Rose Trap Co.
137 Pleasant Hill Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-730-2063 searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA members

Milton Cat
16 Pleasant Hill Rd
Scarborough, ME 04070
stewart_tuttle@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com

Many thanks to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Accutech Marine Propeller HR Beal& Sons Inc.

Nicholas H. Walsh, PA

Allen Insurance & Financial

North Atlantic Power
Products

Insterstate Lobster Co.
Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts

LEGAL SERVICES

Atlantic Edge Lobster

Law office of J. Scott Logan, LLC
75 Pearl Street
Portland, ME 04101
207-699-1314
20% discount on foreclosure defense, bankruptcy legal fees.

Beals-Jonesport Coopera- Island Fishermen’s Wives
tive
Island Seafood II, LLC
Bell Power Systems Inc. John’s Bay Boats

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/WHOLESALE/
RETAIL

Bowdoin College Dining
Services
Buoysticks.com
Calendar Islands Maine
Lobster LLC

Kips Seafood Co.

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Lobster ME

PJ Lobster Company

Lobster Products Inc.

Polyform US

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Co-op

Machias Savings Bank

Cozy Harbor Seafood Inc.
PO Box 389
Portland, ME 04112
207-879-2665 jnorton@cozyharbor.com
www.cozyharbor.com

Chase Leavitt & Co.

Maine Financial Group

Coastal Documentation

Maine Lobster Dealers
Association

Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com

Port Lobster Co.
Quahog Lobster Inc.
Re/Max Oceanside

Cousins Maine Lobster

Maine Lobstermen’s Com- Seaview Lobster Co.
munity Alliance
Shucks Maine Lobster

Cranberry Isles Fishermen’s Co-op

Maine Maritime Museum

Cushing Diesel, LLC
Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.
Eastern Tire & Auto
Service
Finestkind Scenic Cruises
F W Thurston Co. Inc.
Georgetown Fishermen’s
Coop
Grundens USA Ltd

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170 kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Linda Bean’s Maine
Lobster

Chapman & Chapman

Craig’s All Natural LLC
25 Winecellar Rd.
Durham, NH 03824
603-397-5331
craig@craigsallnatural.com
www.craigsallnatural.com
10% discount on All Victoinox Cutlery

Orion Seafood International

Penobscot East Resource
Center

Canobie Seafoods

Conary Cove Lobster Co.

O’Hara Corporation

Lake Pemaquid Inc.

Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200 paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Co. Inc.

Novatec Braids LTD

Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation
Guy Cotten, Inc
Hamilton Marine

Maine Port Authority

South Bristol Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Maine Sea Grant

Superior Bait and Salt

Marine Hydraulic Engineering Co. Inc.

Superior Marine Products Inc.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training

The Compass Insurance
Group
The First NA

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Mount Desert Oceanarium Co-op
Nautilus Marine Fabrica- WD Matthews Machinery Co.
Midcoast Marine Supply

tion Inc.

Weathervane Seafoods Inc.

New England Fish Co.

Weirs Motor Sales Inc.

New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.

Williams CPA Group LLC

New England Propeller

Worcesters Lobster Bait
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Universal Gear Requirements (All Maine trap/pot gear)

Maine Non-exempt Waters (state and federal), ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ

1. EŽŇŽĂƟŶŐůŝŶĞĂƚƚŚĞƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ͘
2. EŽǁĞƚƐƚŽƌĂŐĞŽĨŐĞĂƌ͖ŝƚŵƵƐƚďĞŚĂƵůĞĚĞǀĞƌǇϯϬĚĂǇƐ͘
ϯ͘ Maintaining knot-free buoy lines encouraged.

4. Minimum Traps per Trawl
ͻ Vary by lobster zone and distance from shore. See chart below.
ͻ EŽƐŝŶŐůĞƚƌĂƉƐĂůůŽǁĞĚ͕ĞǆĐĞƉƚŝŶŝƐůĂŶĚďƵīĞƌǌŽŶĞƐ͘
Ö Single traps allowed 1/4 mile around the islands of
DŽŶŚĞŐĂŶ͕DĂƟŶŝĐƵƐ/ƐůĂŶĚ'ƌŽƵƉ;DĞƟŶŝĐ͕^ŵĂůů'ƌĞĞŶ͕
Trap/Pot Gear Fished in Maine Exempt State Waters
>ĂƌŐĞ'ƌĞĞŶ͕^ĞĂů͕tŽŽĚĞŶĂůů͕DĂƟŶŝĐƵƐ͕ƌŝĞŚĂǀĞŶͿĂŶĚ
1. hŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů'ĞĂƌZĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘
ƚŚĞ/ƐůĞƐŽĨ^ŚŽĂůƐ͘
2. >ŽďƐƚĞƌŵĞŶŵƵƐƚĐŽŵƉůǇǁŝƚŚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚƌĞĞŽƉƟŽŶƐ͗
Gear Marking Techniques
ͻ ůůďƵŽǇƐŵƵƐƚďĞĂƩĂĐŚĞĚǁŝƚŚĂǁĞĂŬůŝŶŬŶŽŐƌĞĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶϲϬϬůďƐ͘
ͻ ůůďƵŽǇůŝŶĞƐŵƵƐƚďĞŵĂĚĞĞŶƟƌĞůǇŽĨƐŝŶŬŝŶŐůŝŶĞ͘
ͻ ůůŐƌŽƵŶĚůŝŶĞƐŵƵƐƚďĞŵĂĚĞĞŶƟƌĞůǇŽĨƐŝŶŬŝŶŐůŝŶĞ͘

Trap/Pot Gear Fished in Maine Non-exempt Waters (state & federal)
1. hŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů'ĞĂƌZĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘
2. tĞĂŬ>ŝŶŬƐŶŽŐƌĞĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶϲϬϬůďƐ͘
ͻ ůůďƵŽǇƐ͕ŇŽƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚͬŽƌǁĞŝŐŚƚĞĚĚĞǀŝĐĞƐŵƵƐƚďĞĂƩĂĐŚĞĚǁŝƚŚ
ĂǁĞĂŬůŝŶŬǁŝƚŚĂďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚŽĨŶŽŐƌĞĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶϲϬϬůďƐ͘
ͻ tĞĂŬůŝŶŬŵƵƐƚďĞĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚƐŽƚŚĂƚƚŚĞďŝƩĞƌĞŶĚŽĨŽĨƚŚĞďƵŽǇ
Courtesy of NMFS
line is clean and free of knots when the link breaks and installed
Shown are three simple methods to create 12” red marks. Top: colored twine is
ĂƐĐůŽƐĞƚŽƚŚĞŇŽƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚͬŽƌǁĞŝŐŚƚĞĚĚĞǀŝĐĞĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘
seized around the line and woven between the strands. Center: dry line is spraypainted. ŽƩŽŵ͗ĐŽůŽƌĞĚĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐĂůƚĂƉĞǁƌĂƉƉĞĚŝŶŽŶĞĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŶďĂĐŬŽǀĞƌ
ϯ͘ ^ŝŶŬŝŶŐ'ƌŽƵŶĚůŝŶĞ
ŝƚƐĞůĨƚŽĨŽƌŵƚǁŽůĂǇĞƌƐ͘EŽƚƐŚŽǁŶ͗ǁŝƌĞƟĞŽƌƚǁŝŶĞǁŽǀĞŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶƌŽƉĞƐƚƌĂŶĚƐ͕
ͻ ůůŐƌŽƵŶĚůŝŶĞƐŵƵƐƚďĞŵĂĚĞŽĨƐŝŶŬŝŶŐƌŽƉĞ͕ĚĞĮŶĞĚĂƐƌŽƉĞ
ĚǇĞĚƌŽƉĞ͕ƉůĂƐƟĐŽƌŚĞĂƚƐŚƌŝŶŬƚƵďŝŶŐŽƌŽƚŚĞƌŵĞƚŚŽĚƐĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚďǇED&^͘
ǁŝƚŚĂƐƉĞĐŝĮĐŐƌĂǀŝƚǇŽĨϭ͘ϬϯŽƌŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ͘
5. 'ĞĂƌDĂƌŬŝŶŐ
ͻ dŚĞĂƩĂĐŚŵĞŶƚŽĨďƵŽǇƐ͕ƚŽŐŐůĞƐŽƌŽƚŚĞƌŇŽƚĂƟŽŶĚĞǀŝĐĞƐŝƐ
ͻ All surface buoys must be clearly marked with the owner’s
ƉƌŽŚŝďŝƚĞĚ͘&ůŽĂƟŶŐďƌŝĚůĞƐĂŶĚͬŽƌƐŚŽƌƚŐĂŶŐŝŽŶƐĂůůŽǁĞĚ͘
lobster license number.
ͻ
ĂĐŚďƵŽǇůŝŶĞŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞƚŚƌĞĞϭϮ͟ĐŽůŽƌĞĚŵĂƌŬƐ͖ŽŶĞĂƚƚŚĞ
:ĞīƌĞǇƐ>ĞĚŐĞĂŶĚ:ŽƌĚĂŶĂƐŝŶ'ĞĂƌDĂƌŬŝŶŐƌĞĂƐ
ƚŽƉ͕ŽŶĞŵŝĚǁĂǇĂůŽŶŐ͕ĂŶĚŽŶĞĂƚƚŚĞďŽƩŽŵŽĨƚŚĞůŝŶĞ͘
Ö dŚĞĐŽůŽƌŵƵƐƚďĞƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚůǇĂĸǆĞĚŽŶŽƌĂůŽŶŐƚŚĞůŝŶĞ
ĂŶĚĐůĞĂƌůǇǀŝƐŝďůĞǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŐĞĂƌŝƐŚĂƵůĞĚ͘
Ö /ĨƚŚĞĐŽůŽƌŽĨƚŚĞƌŽƉĞŝƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞĂƐŽƌƐŝŵŝůĂƌƚŽƚŚĞ
ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚŵĂƌŬ͕ĂǁŚŝƚĞŵĂƌŬŵĂǇďĞƐƵďƐƟƚƵƚĞĚ͘
Ö /ĨƚŚĞŵĂƌŬĐŽŶƐŝƐƚƐŽĨƚǁŽĐŽůŽƌƐƚŚĞŶĞĂĐŚĐŽůŽƌŵĂƌŬ
ŵĂǇďĞϲ͟ĨŽƌĂƚŽƚĂůŵĂƌŬŽĨϭϮ͘͟
ͻ 'ĞĂƌŵĂƌŬŝŶŐĐŽůŽƌƐĨŽƌDĂŝŶĞdƌĂƉͬWŽƚ'ĞĂƌŝŶ'ĞĂƌDĂƌŬŝŶŐƌĞĂƐ͗
Ö DĂŝŶĞŶŽŶͲĞǆĞŵƉƚǁĂƚĞƌƐ͗Z
ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞƐĨŽƌ:ĞīƌĞǇƐ
dŽƉ͗ϰϯΣϭϱ഻E͕ϳϬΣϮϱ഻tΘϳϬΣϬϬ഻t
Ö :ĞīƌĞǇƐ>ĞĚŐĞ͗ZĂŶĚ'ZE;Ϳ
ŽƩƚŽŵ͗ϰϮΣϱϬ഻E͕ϳϬΣϮϱ഻tΘϳϬΣϬϬ͛t
Et͗ϰϯΣϭϱ഻E͕ϳϬΣϮϱ഻t
EŽƌƚŚ͗ϰϯΣϯϱ഻E͕ϲϴΣϮϬ഻t͖ĂƐƚ͗ϰϯΣϭϱ഻E͕ϲϴΣϱϬ͛t
Ö
:ŽƌĚĂŶĂƐŝŶ͗ZĂŶĚWhZW>;Ϳ
E͗ϰϯΣϭϱ഻E͕ϳϬΣϬϬ഻t
^ŽƵƚŚ͗ϰϯΣϬϱ഻E͕ϲϴΣϯϱ͛t͖tĞƐƚ͗ƌĞĂϯůŝŶĞ
^t͗ϰϮΣϱϬ഻E͕ϳϬΣϮϱ഻t
Ö /ƐůĞƐŽĨ^ŚŽĂůƐ͗ZĂŶĚKZE';ƐŝŶŐůĞƐĮƐŚĞĚŝŶϭͬϰŵŝůĞďƵīĞƌͿ
^͗ϰϮΣϱϬ഻E͕ϳϬΣϬϬ͛t
ϲ͘ KŶĞƵŽǇůŝŶĞ
Courtesy of NMFS
ͻ dƌĂǁůƐŽĨĮǀĞƚƌĂƉƐŽƌůĞƐƐŵĂǇŚĂǀĞŽŶůǇŽŶĞďƵŽǇůŝŶĞ͘
:ĞīƌĞǇƐ>ĞĚŐĞ;ZĞĚĂŶĚ'ƌĞĞŶͿĂŶĚ:ŽƌĚĂŶĂƐŝŶ;ZĞĚĂŶĚWƵƌƉůĞͿŐĞĂƌŵĂƌŬŝŶŐĂƌĞĂƐ

Minimum Trawling Up Requirements
Coordinates for Maine 6-mile line:
ϭͲ;/ƐůĞƐŽĨ^ŚŽĂůƐͿ͗ϰϮΣϱϱ͘ϯϴ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϳϬΣϮϴ͘ϲϴ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϮͲ;ĂƐĐŽĂǇͿ͗ϰϯΣϮϵ͘ϰ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϳϬΣϱ͘ϴϴ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϯͲ;DŽŶŚĞŐĂŶͿ͗ϰϯΣϯϵ͘Ϯϰ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϲϵΣϭϴ͘ϱϰ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϰͲ;DĂƟŶŝĐƵƐͿ͗ϰϯΣϰϬ͘ϵϴ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϲϴΣϰϴ͘ϴϰ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϱͲ;DƚĞƐĞƌƚ/ƐůĂŶĚͿ͗ϰϰΣϯ͘ϰϮ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϲϴΣϭϬ͘Ϯϲ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϲͲ;DĂĐŚŝĂƐ^ĞĂůͿ͗ϰϰΣϯϭ͘ϵϴ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϲϳΣϵ͘ϳϮ഻t͘ůŽŶ

Version: 2015.04.27

Courtesy of NMFS

ĚĊĘęĎĔēĘĔē ĔĜęĔĎČ ĊĆėęĔĔĒĕđĞĜĎęččĆđĊĚđĊĘǫ
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DESIGNED FOR
TODAY’S FISHERMAN!

FREE
Safety and Survival Training
for Commercial Fishermen

New Grundéns Balder jacket and bibs provide ease of movement,
superior ventilation and reliable protection against the elements.

Man Overboard
Procedures
Firefighting & Flares
Survival Suits
Helicopter Hoist
Operations
May 21st 7:30am – 3:30pm
SAFETY AND SURVIVAL TRAINING

Flooding & Pump
Operations

May 22nd 8:00am – 4:00pm
DRILL CONDUCTOR COURSE

Basic CPR/First Aid

South Portland @ the US Coast Guard Base
259 High Street – South Portland, ME

³
³
³
³
³

Life Raft Equipment

.

³ Durable PVC w/comfortable

This two-day training meets US Coast Guard Fishing Vessel
Safety Drill Conductor Course requirements and completion of
both courses fulfills the requirement for the Maine Lobster
Apprenticeship Program.

twill backing
Heavy-duty tool eyelets
Oil, slime and grime resistant
Reﬂective safety accents
New suspender/buckle design
Available XS to 5XL

Conducted by Coast
Guard Certified
Fishing Vessel
Safety Instructors

This event is sponsored by the
New York Center for Agricultural Medicine
and Health (NYCAMH) and Northeast Center (NEC).

Matching
Balder Bibs

Do you need help with health insurance or finding a doctor?

Fishing Partnership Support
Services

You may still be eligible to enroll in health insurance.
If you have any questions about health insurance or finding a doctor call

207-967-4555.

Deb Kelsey

f i s hi ngpa r tne r s hi p.o r g

H

MAINE

www.Grundens.com

BOATERS’ STORE
Eclipse+ VHF Class D DSC
Program scan, dual watch, channel names.

99
139
HAMILTON
$

MARINE

Final Cost $10999
Color Order#
Black 748787
White 748786

$30
REBATE
mail-in

Commercial Comfort Fit
Type I Life Vest

Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

USCG APPROVED

USCG APPROVED

$

Classic neoprene
ZLWKVQXJŵWWLQJ
face seal, retroUHŶHFWLYHWDSH
Includes whistle
and storage bag.

$

TM

2499

SAVE
$11

Reg 35.99
KNT-1003
Order# 755251

259

99

SAVE
$20
Reg 279.99
RVS-1409A
Order# 743829

CP590 12" GPS/WAAS Chartplotter
C-MAP NT+ and C-MAP
MAX compatible.

MAP $1699.99

$

1459

Search# RIL

279999

JRC-JMA2353
Order# 750214

STD-CP590NC
Order# 752870

Chinook BadAxe Boots
Oil & slip resistant sole.
Adjustable nylon snow cuff.
Insulating wool felt liner.
Waterproof. Rated to -40°F.
Height: 13". Sizes 4-15.

Soft Toe Green Steel Toe Black

$

4 kW, 48nm, 10" mono CRT display
(640 x 480 pixels). includes 2'
dome antenna and 15m cable.

$

99

CNK-3500

10" Marine Radar

CNK-3550

4499pair $4949pair

ACCUSAT EPIRBs

6 Year
406 MHz. 6 Year Non-Haz Mat bat- Battery!
tery. 6 Year warranty. Stainless steel
antenna. USCG/GMDSS Approved.

39999
Cat I Automatic $
49999

Cat II Manual

Order# 731676

$

Order# 731678

Lobster Crate 20" W x 31-1/2" L x 16" H

Manline Pot Warp

Two piece attached
lid. All-plastic construction. 100 lb
capacity

HMP-MANLINE

1999

$

49

Volume
Pricing
Available!

99

HML-LOB-CRATE
Order# 158132

Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches

Anti-Fatigue Mat

Flush, watertight, 4-dog system, opens from the outside only.

$
$

508-884-6661

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT

3' x 3' with 2-Sided Interlocking Design,
1/2" thick
Patented specter
and hybrid optics for
various combinations
RIŶRRGDQGVSRW
lighting.

[ in association with the Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership ]

Fish Basket

HML-BASKET-PLAS
Order# 118243

High Performance LED Lights

dkelsey@fishingpartnership.org

1 bushel capacity.
Orange plastic.

$

TO REGISTER for the
South Portland Safety Training,
contact Community Navigator

2499

HTV-179873
Order# 754535

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

15" x 24"

529

99
SAVE

80

$

Reg 599.99
BOM-C41524-O
Order# 104612

$

24" x 24"

89999SAVE

Reg 999.99
BOM-C42424-O
Order# 104619

100

$

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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®

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.

For the last 35 years Riverdale Mills has
been manufacturing AQUAMESH® here in
America at our Northbridge,
Massachusetts facility. We take great pride
that our AQUAMESH® wire is made from
start to finish by hardworking Americans
who are committed to producing
innovative, high-quality products to the
fishing industry. By using AQUAMESH®
you are supporting local families, friends
and fellow fishermen by keeping jobs here
in the States and helping build stronger
communities.
We are honored that the best-selling, top
performing and most trusted marine wire in
the industry is made in the U.S.A.
AQUAMESH® - America’s Marine Wire

Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


:RUNLQJWRPDNH
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU
a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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Make history.
It starts with you, our customer
And it ends with you
– we’re not finished
until you are
completely
satisfied!

To insure we under stand your needs,
our experts will
The
even come
industry’s
to you
only full-

share your story.

time road
salesman

Runners

Delivered
when and
how you
want it

Donate a buoy,

A Better
Trap Buying
Experience

We build with
only the best
components,
proven to last
over the years.
Seaplax is made in Italy

Rockbottom
Runners

Maine Maritime Museum wants to include YOU in the largest lobstering
exhibit in the state, opening July 26, 2015. Send us a freshly painted buoy
and a photo of yourself, as well as details about who you are, where you
ﬁsh, how long you’ve been in the industry and how your boat got its
name. We also welcome photos and videos of you at work!
Buoys can be:

x Left with your MLA zone representative
x Dropped oﬀ at any Brooks Trap Mill location
x Brought or mailed to the museum: 243 Washington St. in Bath

Built by
our highly experienced staff

In our own factories –
to our own stringent
quality standards

Photos and videos can be easily uploaded at www.dropitto.me/
mainemaritime using the password "lobster". Questions? Contact
Curator of Exhibits Chris Hall at 207-443-1316 or hall@maritimeme.org.

Here to serve you!
Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson (207) 483-6555 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
Friendship Office: (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558
Find us
on Facebook
Visit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com

243 Washington St., Bath, 04530
(207) 443-1316
www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

Free to Commercial Fishermen...Become a...

Marine Safety Instructor
Teach life saving skills in your community... Help commercial
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PLASTIC DEBRIS IN GULF OF MAINE CAUSE OF CONCERN
By Nancy Griffin
Marine debris, particularly in the form of plastic waste, is a worldwide problem
that kills and injures millions of seabirds, mammals and fish annually, fouls
boat propellers, can block cooling water intakes on vessels, and causes an unsightly mess where it accumulates.
Despite international agreements banning disposal of plastics at sea, the
amount of plastic debris continues to increase, according to international observers. Maine lobstermen routinely haul plastic up in their traps and find it
floating on the surface or in the water column.
Lobstermen take notice
Some lobstermen are concerned not only about the plastics they encounter
while fishing, but about the plastics some fishermen may be putting into the
ocean. “If you put it on your boat, you should bring it in,” said David Cousens,
president of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA). Cousens said the primary plastic items he picks up while fishing are Solo cups and styrofoam coffee
cups, but he also finds the plastic wrappers for frozen bait, yogurt cups and
plastic soda bottles.
“If I see something, I pick it up and bring it in. Most of us do,” said Cousens. “But
I will also see people out there tossing their cups and whatever into the water.
The ocean’s not a dump. You’d think people who rely on it for a living would
know that.”
Another long-time lobsterman who fishes offshore and asked not to be identified said he is shocked by the amount of plastic he sees moving around between 18 and 40 miles offshore. “Mostly it’s plastic like strapping bands and
bags due to the increased use of frozen bait that comes from all over the world,
such as from New Zealand and Vietnam, tuna heads, pogies, rockfish,” he said.
“It’s everywhere. I pick it up and bring it in when I can. I hate to see it floating in
the water like that. The bags have the same consistency as medium trash bags,
so they resemble jellyfish and we don’t want the turtles trying to eat them.”
His point is supported by statistics from the Ocean Conservancy (OC), sponsors of the annual International Coastal Cleanup, which asks volunteers to record specific items picked up on beaches on a designated day. OC’s data shows
100,000 marine animals die annually from plastic entanglement or ingestion,
and those are only the ones found. Also, at least 1 million birds die from plastics. Because of its nearly infinite life, plastics can continue to kill birds and
animals. When an animal dies and decomposes as a result of ingesting a plastic
bag, the bag is released and may be ingested by another.
“Most of the coops do take the bait out of the wrappings, but all of them should.
I bring in all my plastic trash. It doesn’t take up much room,” the lobsterman
added. “All the waste from one trip will fit in a 5-gallon bucket.”
Fishing off Long Island in Casco Bay, Steve Train said he doesn’t see that much
plastic trash, but what he sees, he brings back to shore. He believes there’s been
a slight improvement over 30 years, that people aren’t throwing as much stuff
over the side. “I usually see [plastic trash] on the spring tides,” he said.

tries, representing 99.2 per cent of the
world’s shipping tonnage.
Despite this, surveys based on more
than 680 surface net tows and nearly
900 visual surveys of the world’s oceans
estimate more than 5 trillion plastic particles are floating in the earth’s
oceans. Scientists at the University
of Georgia and the National Center
for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis
(NCEAS) at the University of California
recently released results of a study that
estimates at least 9 million metric tons
of plastic enter the marine environment annually; that figure could increase by ten-fold in 10 years without
prompt action.
Some of the largest numbers of landbased plastic trash items are plastic
shopping bags — the single biggest
item spotted at sea by sailors around
the world. Some countries have
Approximately 15,000 pounds
banned their use, such as Bangladesh,
of used rope was collected from
where plastic bags clogged drains durHancock County fishermen this
ing flooding caused by tsunamis in
spring. Photo by L. Ludwig.
1988 and 1998. Other places try to reduce their use by charging customers
for them. The city of Portland, Maine, recently passed an ordinance requiring a
5 cent charge for plastic bags. Provincetown, Mass., banned plastic bags altogether in April after a two-year effort.
Theresa Torrent is the State Coordinator for International Coastal Cleanup and
Coastweek for the Maine Coastal Program (MCP). The MCP has been working
with the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) and the lobster industry to
create awareness of the marine debris issue.
Continued on page 18

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

But Train agrees that the trash created by the increase in the use of frozen
bait could be controlled if the bait was always unpacked before it went aboard
the vessel. And he does see a few fishermen tossing stuff into the sea, “a small
minority.” “If it’s a problem, it shouldn’t be loaded aboard the boat in the first
place,” said Train. “It would be good if all the co-ops and dealers unpacked it.”

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

Tom Armbrecht, business manager of the Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op, said
every box of frozen bait sold to one of the co-op’s members is first taken out of
the box, then the plastic bands and the plastic wrap are removed and put into a
dumpster on the site. “We don’t allow any of the cardboard or plastic from the
bait to go aboard our boats.”
“I would like to see it controlled at the distribution end,” Armbrecht said. “Say
we can’t sell frozen bait to lobstermen in its original package, require it to be
unpacked. We all have plastic totes. Put one on board and put all the plastic
trash in it. Bring it in. Our guys do.”
“It’s a primary concern for me and our board,” he added. “If we eliminate the
problem at the source, I think it’s an easier way to control it. I see lobster boats
[not from the co-op] going out with the bait in boxes, but I don’t see the materials coming back.”
“We would love to recycle it all, but we don’t have the space to separate it all out
right now,” said Armbrecht.
While some fishermen say “there oughta be a law,” others know there already
is. The international agreement called MARPOL Annex V banned the disposal
of plastics anywhere in the ocean. Some other forms of biodegradable debris,
such as paper, wood or metal, may be tossed within certain distances of land as
spelled out in the agreement, but all plastic disposal is banned everywhere in
the marine environment.
The agreement was originally created by combining two treaties adopted in
1973 and 1978. Annex V (Prevention of Pollution by Garbage from Ships) entered
into force in late 1988. The MARPOL agreement has been signed by 152 coun-

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: http://www.midcoast.com/~marinhyd/

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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Bill continued from page 4

To begin this process, the Committee holds a public hearing on the bill to allow
the public to present testimony in support of, in opposition to, or neither for
nor against the proposed legislation. Notices of public hearings are printed in
newspapers with statewide distribution and listed on the Legislature’s website.
Members of the public can request to be placed on the committee’s interested
parties list to receive weekly emails with a summary of the Committee’s upcoming schedule. Most lobster and other marine resource related bills are referred to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources.

ment. Bills to be engrossed are prepared by the Revisor’s Office and sent to the
House and then the Senate for final enactment.
All bills must be considered for final enactment first in the House and then
in the Senate. The necessary vote for enactment is usually a simple majority. However, emergency bills and Constitutional amendments require a twothirds vote of those present. After a bill is enacted by both the House and the
Senate, it is sent to the Governor. If it fails enactment in either chamber it goes
no further in the process.

The public hearing always begins with the legislative sponsor preWhat is the Governor’s role?
senting the bill in order to explain the purpose of the bill. The
Committee then requests testimony from co-sponsors beEvery bill has certain basic comThe Governor has ten days in which to sign
fore the hearing is open for the public to present their
or veto a bill that has been enacted. If the
ponents, in addition to the House or
views. Customarily, the Committee will first ask for
Governor does not sign the bill and the
Senate and L.D. numbers. These include the
testimony from proponents, followed by oppoLegislature is still in session, after
number of the legislative session, the date of introducnents, then finally those people who are neither
ten days the bill becomes law withtion, the name of the committee suggested for reference,
for nor against the bill. At the conclusion of a
out the Governor’s signature. If
the sponsor and any cosponsors, the title, the text and the
person’s testimony, committee members can
the Legislature has adjourned for
statement of fact. In the text, any existing statutory language
ask questions.
the year the bill does not become
law. This is called a pocket veto.
proposed
to
be
repealed
is
crossed
out
and
all
new
language
is
The committee’s formal deliberation and acIf the Legislature comes back
underlined. When a bill repeals and replaces existing statute, or
tion on a bill happens during a work session.
into special session, the Governor
Work sessions are open to the public so that
creates an entirely new statute, all of the text is underlined.
must
deliver a veto message on
they may hear the Committee deliberate on the
Following the text of the bill is the Statement of Fact, a
the
fourth
day of that session to the
bill. Work sessions are not intended for public
plain English explanation of the content of the bill
originating
chamber
or the bill becomment, though individuals may be invited by
which is prepared by the Revisor’s Office.
comes law.
the committee to answer questions or help the committee further address or amend the bill. Amendments
are suggested changes to the bill, which may clarify, restrict,
expand or otherwise modify or correct it.
During the work session, the committee votes on the bill. The Committee issues a report reflecting its recommendation on the bill as either ought to pass
(with possible amendments), ought not to pass or referral to another committee.
A unanimous report means all committee members agree. If committee members disagree, they may issue a divided report, which includes the opinion of
both the majority and the minority members on the bill. Prior to reporting out
a bill, the committee must determine whether the bill will have a fiscal impact
which is determined by the Office of Fiscal and Program Review.

What happens after a bill leaves the committee?

Once past the Governor’s desk, a bill becomes
law 90 days after the end of the legislative session.
Emergency legislation goes into effect immediately upon
the Governor’s signing. If a bill is vetoed by the Governor, it will become law
if the Legislature overrides the veto by a two-thirds vote of those members in
both chambers present and voting.

What happens after that?
Many Maine laws authorize state agencies to adopt rules in order to fully implement a law. These rules must be adopted in accordance with the Maine
Administrative Procedures Act (the APA). This Act requires, among other
things, public and legislative notice of rulemaking. Once properly adopted,
rules have the effect of law.

If the Committee report is unanimous ought not to pass, then the bill is considered dead upon notification of both chambers.
Other bills are referred back to the chamber in which it originated (House
or Senate). There it receives its first reading. The next legislative day the bill
is given its second reading and floor amendments may be offered. After one
chamber, for example, the House, has passed the bill, it is sent to the other (the
Senate) for similar review and voting. If the second chamber amends the bill, it
is returned to the first chamber for a vote on the changes. It may then be sent
to a conference committee to work out a compromise agreeable to both chambers. A bill receives final legislative approval when it passes both chambers in
identical form.
A legislator may delay the progress of a bill by making a motion to table the
bill until some other time. A legislator who strongly opposes a bill may make a
motion for indefinite postponement. If the motion to indefinitely postpone is
approved, the bill is defeated.

Then what?
After the debating and amending processes are completed, a vote is taken in
both chambers to pass the measure to be engrossed. Engrossing means printing the bill and all adopted amendments together in one document for enact-

GET YOUR MLA GEAR!!
Show off your support with a MLA
t-shirt and hat this spring.
out the order form below or visit us online
Fill o
to see more available products!!
MLA Items

Color

Size

Price

Women’s Zip Hoodie (buoys)

Light blue

S, M, L

$35

1/4 Zip Fleece

Navy

M, L, XL, 2XL

$20

MLA classic T-shirt

Gray

M, L, XL, 2XL

$15

Child Lobster Life cycle T-shirt

Oatmeal

S

$10

Child Lobster Buoy T-shirt

White

XS, S, M

$10

MLA logo T-shirt

Navy

M, XL, 2XL

$15

MLA logo Hat

Blue

one size

$15

Friend Membership

For individuals who do not hold a current
Maine Lobster license

$50

Harvester Membership

For Maine’s commercial lobstermen

$150

Name:______________________________________________ Phone #:__________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:__________
Item #1:_____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________

+HUULQJ3RJLHV5HG¿VK
Frozen Products, Salt

Item #2:_____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________

207-389-9155

Card #: _____________-___________________-__________________-___________________

E-mail
jenniebplb@yahoo.com

Cell phone

207-841-1454

Item #3: _____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________
Sub total:________ + $4.50 (shipping) = Total:_______Check #:______ Visa:___ MasterCard:___

CVV code (3 numbers on back of card):_________________ Exp. Date:_____________________

Shop online: www.mainelobstermen.org/mla-store
203 Lafayette Center Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-4555
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Labor continued from page 1

“We’ve worked hard to bring those
older people into the plant. They are
valuable. They are used to the manufacturing environment and working
with seafood,” Carver said.

Luke Holden of Cape Elizabeth and
business partner Ben Conniff started
a restaurant, called Luke’s Lobster,
in New York City in 2009. Luke’s
Lobster offers customers authentic
Maine lobster rolls and other Maine
food items in a casual atmosphere.
The concept took off quickly. Luke’s
Lobster can now be found in more
than 13 cities throughout the United
States.
Lobster roll restaurants need a lot
of fresh lobster meat. To supply his
restaurants as well as other customers, Holden and his brother Bryan set
up a lobster processing plant called
Cape Seafood in Saco in December,
2012. “We produce meat and tails.
The meat goes to the restaurants and
the tails to food service companies,”
Holden explained.
During the height of the season, approximately 100 people are employed
by Cape Seafood. The plant will process approximately 30,000 pounds of
lobster per day, making it the thirdlargest processor in the state last
year, according to Holden.
What makes the plant work is its
people. “We have access to a great
labor force in Cumberland County,”
Holden said. Processing work is hard
and the hours can be long. Positions
range from meat pickers, packers and
shippers, to managers of food safety
and quality systems. Training is key
to the smooth functioning of the facility, Holden said. “Turnover is very
expensive for us,” he added. “We pay
a fair wage and offer benefits to employees.” Wages can run from $16 to
$18 per hour. Benefits include 401K
accounts, health insurance, paid vacation and paid sick time.
Many of the workers in the Saco plant
are the sons and daughters of immigrants. “I’d say that about 50% of our
work force are second generation,”
Holden explained. He reports no
difficulties thus far finding enough
workers to keep Cape Seafood operating smoothly. “No, the hurdles are
basically running two companies simultaneously and keeping up with
the demand [ for lobster meat] from
the restaurants. As the restaurant
chain expands, the facility will grow
to match,” he said.
In Downeast Maine, the situation is a
bit different. Maine Fair Trade Lobster,
a partnership of Garbo Lobster, of
Connecticut, and East Coast Seafood,
of Lynn, Massachusetts, is located
in the old Stinson Sardine plant in
Prospect Harbor. The problem for
Maine Fair Trade Lobster is not only
finding enough workers but finding
the housing and transportation necessary to get them to the job consistently. As Anna Maria Carver, Maine
Fair Trade Lobster personnel manager, put it drily, “We are in a somewhat
remote location and it’s hard work.”
Michael Tourkistas is the CEO and
president of East Coast Seafood.
The company runs a major processing plant on Deer Island in New
Brunswick, just across the international border from Eastport. Finding
workers for the plant posed a prob-

Maine Fair Trade Lobster in Prospect Harbor faces labor problems
unknown in the southern area of the state. MFTL photo.
lem, according to Tourkistas. “The
island population is limited. We
started bringing foreign workers in
through the Canadian temporary
workers program five or six years ago.
That has been a tremendous help to
us,” he said, noting that production
has doubled in the past several years.
Currently 200 people are employed by
East Coast Seafood on Deer Island at
the height of the processing season.
Working in a lobster processing plant
is not easy, as Tourkistas will readily admit. “Processing requires a lot
of labor. It’s hard work. We also have
a live business there, so there are
packers, shippers. We advertise for
workers constantly. If they choose
to come, they do a good job, they are
very good people.”
Maine Fair Trade Lobster opened for
business in 2013. By the next year it
needed additional workers. In order
to cast the net for labor as widely
as possible, the company teamed
up with the Washington Hancock
Community Agency through a
grant to offer bus service to people
in Washington County. “It starts in
Columbia and goes all the way to the
plant. It also runs from Ellsworth up
Route 1. It takes about 40 minutes either way,” Carver said. “It’s been very
successful. People who wouldn’t be
able to work [because they don’t have
a car] are here.”
The company has approximately 200
full and part-time workers during
the busy season and 100 when business is slow. “We have the space and
things in the works for expansion but
we are hampered by a lack of workers,” Carver said.
One of the dilemmas facing possible
workers who come to the area from
another location is finding affordable housing. “It’s a huge problem.
We work with landlords to rent to
people who might not be here the
whole year,” said Carver, referring
to the slow season. Rental prices go
up when the summer rolls around
as people who have homes near the
water raise their rates. According to
Carver, workers who started at the
plant last year appear to have found
places to rent again this season. “We
are negotiating now [to find housing]
for new people,” Carver said.
In their search for workers, Maine Fair
Trade hired 35 workers from Puerto
Rico in 2014, many of whom will return this year. The Puerto Ricans are
American citizens and so no foreign

worker visas were required. “They
came to us,” Carver explained. “One
of the employees who’s been here
for years is Puerto Rican. He put
the word out.” The company found a
house in Franklin for 25 of the workers to rent; the remaining ten found
rentals in the Milbridge area.
Many generations of local people
on the Gouldsboro peninsula had
worked at the Stinson Sardine plant
over the years. When the plant closed
in 2010, a deep gap appeared in the
local economy. That gap was partially filled when Maine Fair Trade
Lobster’s predecessor, Live Lobster
Inc., took over the plant and refurbished it for lobster. But the gain was
short-lived; Live Lobster failed in
2012.
Maine Fair Trade Lobster has rehired many of those who worked for
Stinson and later for Live Lobster.

According to Jorge Acero, who oversees Foreign Labor Certification
petitions in Maine’s Department of
Labor, very few seafood processing
firms hire foreign workers. “In 2013
one Labor Contractor filed an H2B
[temporary non-agricultural jobs]
visa petition to bring in 20 workers
for lobster grading and packing. In
2014 one company filed an H2B petition to bring in six lobster packers.
And thus far for the 2015 season one
Labor Contractor has filed an H2B
visa petition to bring in 20 workers for lobster grading and packing,”
Acero noted in an e-mail.
Tourkistas is not discouraged by the
hiring difficulties at the Prospect
Harbor plant. “We have a lot of things
on the burner, new markets, new
products. We enjoy being part of the
community. We want our people to
be successful with us,” he said. Maine
Fair Trade Lobster will be starting to
offer piece-work incentives, which
Tourkistas said could raise an employee’s pay by 30 to 50%. In addition,
the company plans to develop housing for its Prospect Harbor workers,
as it has done on Deer Island. “We
invested over $1 million there. Over
time we will do something [here] as
well, perhaps something this season,”
he said.

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

NEW ENGLAND’S MOST
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Subscribe Today! Send check or money order for $18.*
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“We started with styrofoam cups. We encourage people on the water to bring
reusable cups out with them,” said Torrent. “This led to a much larger effort to
reduce all single-use plastics. We are trying to get observations from fishermen.
Their observations combined with our cleanup data help us focus on local issues. When they bring us a point of concern, we try to act on it. For instance, we
didn’t know balloons were an issue in the marine environment here, especially
from mass balloon releases, until fishermen told us they were.”
“No marine debris for ME.”
MCP’s focus for this year is represented by the slogan: No marine debris for ME.
“We want to do as much as we can to keep plastic out of the marine environment,” said Torrent. “We are now looking at a five to six year focus on marine
debris, including microplastics.” Microplastics are the tiny pieces of plastic that
result from the eventual breakup of plastic items - hard to see and find, but still
causing damage to fish and wildlife. “It’s difficult to imagine the scope of the
plastics problem since plastics have only been around for a little more than 50
years,” said Torrent. “Marine debris is a worldwide waste management issue.”
Some marine debris is created inadvertently when lines chafe and break, meaning lobster traps are lost. Fishermen report losing more gear since sinking lines
were mandated by the federal government to try to protect endangered whales
from entanglement. The problem of lost rope and “ghost traps” that continue
fishing is a continuing problem. When grants allowed for a rope buyback to
help lobstermen replace floating lines with sinking lines, the old rope proved
hard to recycle. Some goes to trash-to-energy plants, but it must be cut up first,
an expensive process. Fortunately, the availability of used rope has led to the establishment of several new companies, such as Cape Porpoise Trading, which
use recycled rope to create door mats and other craft items.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Marine
Debris Program has a program called Fishing for Energy, a partnership with
Covina Energy Corporation, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and
Schnitzer Steel Industries. The project has collection bins at 37 ports in nine
states, but while they have collected more than 1.98 million pounds of fishing
gear altogether, the Maine sites in Portland and Kennebunk are not very active,
say industry observers.
The mother of invention?
Where there’s an issue, there’s often a surprising, if partial, solution. Laura
Ludwig was the original coordinator of the floating rope buyback program for
Maine. She’s found a unique way to continue to recycle rope. This time she’s

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Buy them by the 1 pound bag, by the case or by the
pallet. We also offer wholesale and volume
discounts. Call and ask to speak to a salesman.
Select or
Stainless Steel
Maine Lobster
Gauges

Small and Large
Banding Tools

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

Worcester Cow Hide Bait
We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

An Orly Genger work called Terra, installed in Oklahoma City last fall.
Photo courtesy of O. Genger.
buying sinking rope, which breaks more easily, and the project is privately, not
federally, funded. Since 2012 Ludwig has been buying the used rope for artist
Orly Genger of New York City.
“This is all privately funded through the artist. She buys the rope from the fishermen, through me,” explained Ludwig. Genger produces huge installations
by hand-knotting the rope and painting it with colorful latex paints. Her installations have appeared in parks and museums around the country. One of
Genger’s permanent rope installations is in South Korea. A single sculpture
might contain 180,000 pounds of rope, said Ludwig. “She has never thrown
away any rope and her sculptures will last forever.”
Ludwig has procured more than 147,062 pounds of rope for the most recent
project, and probably another 180,000 pounds for previous installations. “I
have worked with maybe 100 fishermen. When I find rope that’s too small or
not the right type, I refer it to a couple of people who are making doormats out
of it,” she said.
Ludwig said there’s a “direct correlation” between the mandate to use sinking
line and an increase in lost gear. “The guys who bring in chafed breaking rope to
sell have already lost traps and rope, that’s how they know they need to replace
it,” she said.
The sinking line requirement “generates an enormous waste stream, first when
they had to change and now because it’s twice as expensive as the rope they
would prefer to use. It’s a real conundrum and a high-impact regulation.”
Gear marking continued from page 1

The other major challenge is in keeping the mark visible over the course
of the season. Many lobstermen have
found that the mark is easily hidden
due to fouling of the rope, and that
the mark will wear over the course
of the season due to stress from the
hauler.
Like most things in the lobster industry, there is no silver bullet. While
some lobstermen claim that taping
their rope is the best method, others swear by twine or paint. Trial and
error seem to be the best way to find
the right long-term solution.
There are a few caveats to the gear
marking requirement. Due to the high
co-occurrence of whales, single traps
fished in the ¼ mile Isles of Shoals
buffer area must be marked with two
colors: red and orange. Additionally,
NMFS has established two special
Gear Marking Areas in a box around
Jeffreys Ledge and Jordan Basin (see
coordinates on page 11). Gear fished
in the Jeffreys Gear Marking Area
must be marked with red and green;
gear fished in the Jordan Basin Gear
Marking Area must be marked with
red and purple. All of the new whale
rules are effective June 1, 2015; however the additional gear marking

requirements for Jeffreys Ledge and
Jordan Basin are due to go into effect
September 1, 2015. Maine DMR and
Maine’s lobster industry associations
have requested that the Jeffreys and
Jordan gear marking requirements be
delayed until June of 2016; the decision will be announced in the Final
Rule.

It will take trial and error to
find the marking technique that
works for you. MLA photo.
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WHAT TO DO NOW THAT YOU HAVE HEALTH INSURANCE
By Sarah Paquette
During the 2015 Open Enrollment
Period (November 1, 2014 to February
15, 2015) 74,792 individuals in Maine
enrolled in a health insurance plan
through the Federal Marketplace.
That number is up from the 68,541
individuals who signed up for 2014
coverage.
For many people, this is the first time
they will have health insurance. The
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
is proud to have helped so many
fishermen navigate the insurance
Marketplace and understand their
insurance options. But now that you
have a plan, how can you make it
work for you?
The first thing you should do now
that you have coverage is to find a
primary care physician (PCP). This
is the doctor you will see for yearly
check-ups and general health issues,
who can provide you with a referral should you need to see a specialist. Each insurance company has a
slightly different list of physicians
which are considered “in-network”
for you to choose from. If your PCP is
not in-network, your insurance company won’t be able to cover as much
of the cost and you will end up paying
more each time you visit your doctor.
So, it makes sense to be sure that you
find a PCP who is in your insurance
company’s network.

Wondering why some doctors are
“in-network” while others are not?
Insurance companies and health
maintenance organizations (HMOs)
contract with doctors, specialists,
hospitals, and pharmacies to be part
of their particular network of care
providers. As part of this contract,
each of these providers has agreed
to accept your insurance company’s
contracted rate as payment for services.
If you look for health
care outside the
network, you will
have to pay more.
That’s because doctors outside your
network have not
agreed to any set
rate with your insurer and may charge
more. Your plan will
likely require higher
co-pays for out-ofnetwork care to help
cover the cost.

tients. If you haven’t seen a doctor in
over a year, it is also a good idea to
schedule an appointment. This will
give you a chance to meet your new
doctor and make sure you feel comfortable with him or her. It will also
give you a chance to address any
health concerns you may have.
If you need to see a specialist to treat
a specific health condition ( for example, a neurologist or cardiologist)
you may need your PCP to make a
referral. In addition, some insurance plans require
you to get authorization from your
insurance company
before you visit a
specialist. Be sure
to find out if this is
required of you; if it
is, and you don’t get
that authorization,
you may have to
pay for services the
insurance company
would have covered
if you had gotten their approval first.

The first thing you
should do now that
you have coverage is
to find a primary care
physician (PCP). This
is the doctor you will
see for yearly checkups and general
health issues.

Whether you have health insurance
through Anthem, Harvard Pilgrim,
or Maine Community Health Options
(MCHO), you can search for a PCP at
their respective Web sites by name,
gender, specialty, location, or hospital affiliation. Once you find a possible PCP, be sure to call the office
to ask if they are accepting new pa-

If you enrolled in a plan with MCHO
or Harvard Pilgrim and have not yet
visited your online profile, you have
been automatically assigned a PCP.
This does not mean you can call that
doctor and get an appointment right
away. That doctor may not be accept-

ing new patients at this time. Be sure
to log into your account online and
find a doctor near you and let them
know you would like to become a patient.
Chances are that when you visit your
PCP, you will be asked to make a copay. This is a fixed amount you pay for
certain types of doctor’s visits, typically at the time of care. This amount
should be printed on your insurance
card. If you are not able to see your
own doctor and go to someone who
is out of your network, your co-pay
will be higher.
One big change that came about under the Affordable Care Act is that
all insurance plans must offer a set
of preventive services to consumers
at no cost. Even if you have not met
your yearly deductible, you won’t be
charged a co-pay for services like
blood pressure screening, tobacco
use screening, obesity screening and
counseling, or immunization vaccines if you see a doctor in your plan’s
network.
Coming next month: prescriptions and
explanation of benefits.

Types of health plans: PPO vs. HMO
Preferred Provider Organization (PPO): A type of health plan that contracts
with providers to create a network. Consumers pay less if they use providers
who are in-network, but can choose to see providers out-of-network for an
additional cost. Referrals often are not needed in a PPO. Premiums for PPO
plans tend to be higher than other plans.
Health Maintenance Organization (HMO): A type of plan that usually limits consumers to receiving care from in-network providers only. HMO plans
generally won’t cover out-of-network visits, except in emergencies. This type
of plan may require consumers to live or work in its service area to be eligible
for coverage. Premiums for HMO plans are typically lower than other plans.

Free preventive services

Immunization vaccines for adults.

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm onetime screening.

Hepatitis A

Alcohol Misuse screening and counseling.

Herpes Zoster

Aspirin use to prevent cardiovascular disease for men and women of
certain ages.

Influenza (Flu Shot)

Hepatitis B
Human Papillomavirus
Measles, Mumps, Rubella

Blood Pressure screening for all
adults.

Meningococcal

Cholesterol screening for adults of
certain ages or at higher risk.

Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis

Colorectal Cancer screening for
adults over 50.
Depression screening for adults.

Pneumococcal

stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

Varicella
Obesity screening
seling for all adults.

Garbo depends on the hard work and

and

coun-

Diabetes (Type 2) screening for
adults with high blood pressure.

Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI)
prevention counseling for adults at
higher risk.

Diet counseling for adults at higher
risk for chronic disease.

Syphilis screening for all adults at
higher risk.

HIV screening for everyone ages 15
to 65, and other ages at increased
risk.

Tobacco Use screening for all adults
and cessation interventions for tobacco users.

Thank you !
3RXQG5G32%R[+DQFRFN0DLQH
SHWHG#JDUEROREVWHUFRP
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SUNLIGHT AND YOUR EYES: How to protect your sight
by Ann Backus, MS
You have finished preparing your traps and your lobster boat is either in the
water or soon will be. You’ve checked your immersion suit to be sure it still
fits after the winter and you have re-registered your EPIRB (if needed) and replaced the batteries. The on-board electronics are operating well, and you’ve
checked for leaking hoses in fuel lines, and so on. Everything seems ready.
Have you thought about your eyes? Are they ready for the summer sun and
exposure to ultraviolet-A (UV-A), ultraviolet-B (UV-B), and high-energy visible
(HEV) light, which is in the blue spectrum? In considering whether lobstermen
wear sunglasses, I have to say it’s my sense that most of you don’t.
Let’s explore some reasons why it would be a good idea for lobstermen and
dock workers to wear sunglasses.
First, a simple model of the eye shows three structures: the cornea, which covers the lens; the lens, which changes shape to allow us to see at different distances; and the retina, which contains rods and cones that transform light energy into electrical energy and allow us to distinguish black, white, and colors.

UV-A exposure can result in an earlier onset of
age-related macular degeneration.
Secondly, there are three types of invisible UV rays and one HEV wavelength,
all of which can cause damage to skin and eyes. These different wavelengths
have various properties and thus pose different types of risk to our eyes. The
table compares the different non-visible UV wavelengths and the type of damage they can cause to skin and eyes. Also included in the table is the visible HEV
spectrum.
The short UV-B wavelengths are “captured” by the cornea. They do their damage there. Pingueculae are one example of growths on the cornea caused by
UV-B. They can be present and not interfere with sight.
UV-A, a slightly longer wavelength, passes through the cornea and can damage the lens by causing cataracts. Symptoms of cataracts include cloudy or
dimmed vision, discoloration of the lens, and double images. A 2014 article
found that UV-A exposure can result in an earlier onset of age-related macular
degeneration.
Finally, HEV light, an even longer wavelength than UV-A, can pass through all
eye structures and damage the retina, the location of the rods and cones that
transform light energy into electrical energy that results in images. Retinal
damage can ultimately result in loss of sight.

Table showing different properties of wavelengths
that can damage skin and eyes.
Type of Light Wavelength
and
Energy
UV-C
100-290 nanometers
(invisible)
(nm), i.e., short
wavelength, but
highest-energy UV.
UV-B
290-320 nm; slightly
(invisible)
longer wavelength,
but lower energy
than UVC.

UV-A
(invisible)

320-400 nm; longer
wave length, lower
energy than UV-B.

Risk of Damage to Eyes Risk Avoidance
and Skin
High risk but these rays
are blocked by the highaltitude ozone layer.
High risk; these rays
cause sunburn and
growths known as
pingueculae on the cornea. UV-B is absorbed
by the cornea so it does
not reach the lens or the
back of the eye.
High risk; these rays pass
through the cornea; can
cause cataracts on the
lens; may be responsible
for age-related macular
degeneration.

Wear sunscreen,
and sunglasses
that block 100% of
UV-A and -B; wear
a hat.

Wear sunscreen,
sunglasses and a
hat. Boost your
antioxidants with
orange juice and
bright-colored
fruits and berries
to help reduce the
risk of damage.

When buying sunglasses, look for those that state 100% UV blocking. Some vendors use a phrase such as “up to 400 nm” which is equivalent to stating 100% as
you can see from the table above. Other considerations include: amber-colored lenses generally block more HEV than grey/blue lenses; polarized lenses are
helpful for those on the water or near highly reflective surfaces; to reduce the
most light entering the eyes, choose a “wraparound” style of sunglasses.
As the table suggests, wearing a hat also helps cut down on the amount of light
entering your eyes.
Finally, visit your eye doctor every couple of years whether or not you think you
need a new eyeglass prescription, so that he orshe can check for sun damage in
the cornea, lens, and retina.
Have a good fishing season and take good care of your eyes.

IT’S SPRING TIME AND TICK SEASON IS UPON US
From the Maine Center for Disease
Control
Spring is here, so it’s time to think
about the outdoors and proper protection against ticks. Maine had
over 1,395 cases of Lyme disease
reported in 2014, and that number
continues to increase yearly. May
is Lyme Disease Awareness Month
and we want to remind you of the
importance of daily tick checks and
encourage the “inspect and protect”
prevention strategy.
Lyme disease is a bacterial infection that is caused by a bite from an
infected deer tick (Ixodes scapularis). In Maine, Lyme disease is most
common in adults 65 and over and
children between the ages of 5 and
15, but anyone can get the disease.
Individuals who work or play outside
are more likely to be exposed to ticks.
The most common and visible symptom of Lyme disease is a red bulls-eye
rash that grows and appears within 3 to 30 days of exposure. Other
symptoms may include fevers, and

joint or muscle pain. Lyme disease
is treatable and most individuals recover completely with proper drugs.

A tick must be attached
for a minimum of 24
hours before the infection can be passed on.
However, the easiest way to avoid
the disease is prevention, using “No
Ticks 4 ME” strategies.
•

Use caution in tick infested areas

•

Wear protective clothing

•

Use an EPA approved repellant

•

Perform daily tick checks after
any outdoor activity

A tick must be attached for a minimum of 24 hours before the infection
can be passed on, further stressing
the need for prompt and proper tick
removal. If you are bitten by a tick or
work in known tick habitat, watch for
symptoms for up to 30 days, and call

a healthcare provider if symptoms
develop.
Deer ticks can transmit not only
Lyme disease, but also two other tickborne infections that are endemic in
Maine: anaplasmosis and babesiosis.
Cases of both these diseases are on
the rise in Maine. Cases of anaplasmosis doubled for the second year
in a row and cases of babesiosis increased from 2013. The majority of
tick-borne illnesses occur during the
summer months when ticks and humans are active outdoors.
Remember that the deer tick is the
only tick that can transmit Lyme disease, but there are other species of
ticks throughout the state. Tick identification references are available to
order online at Maine CDC’s website.
The University of Maine Cooperative
Extension Tick ID Lab offers free
identification services and educational resources.
Maine CDC has Lyme disease information is available at www.maine.
gov/lyme.

Female deer tick, left, male deer
tick, right. UMaine Cooperative
Extension photo.
Lyme disease data is available
through the Maine Tracking Network
at www.maine.gov/idepi
under
Epidemiology Information on the left
hand side of the page.
The University of Maine Cooperative
Extension Tick ID Lab submission
instructions can be found at http://
extension.umaine.edu/ipm/tickid.

er. NEFSC
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LOBSTERMAN AS ARTIST: Bob Matus, Cushing
By Shelley Wigglesworth

Though Matus fishes alone on his
self-proclaimed work boat, he has
had helpers from time to time over
the years. “Years ago my daughter
fished with me, from about the time
she was in first grade until eighth
grade. Now I will occasionally have
a cousin or friend volunteer as my
sternman but mostly I go out alone,”
he said.

65-year-old Bob Matus has been lobstering out of Cushing since he was
33. Originally from Bayonne, New
Jersey, the widower and father of
one daughter is also a seasoned boat
builder, carpenter, photographer and
fine art woodcarver. He holds a bachelor’s degree in fishery biology.
Matus moved to Cushing to build
boats after spending several years
as a fishery inspector in Gloucester,
Massachusetts, and Alaska. Prior
to that he attended a boat-building
school in northern California after
completing college in Utah.
“When I first moved to Maine I
worked on all kinds of wooden
boats, from dinghies to schooners.
Sometimes I worked at local boatyards but mostly on my own. I also
did house building and cabinet making in the off season. My business is
called Cushing Crafts,” Matus said.
After moving to Cushing, Matus became a volunteer firefighter. It was at
the local fire department that he first
started thinking about lobstering.
“When I joined the Fire Department
there were several lobstermen there
who encouraged me to fish as well,
so I gave it a try,” he said.
Matus started out fishing from a
series of nameless wooden skiffs
and outboards before he eventually
bought a traditional 30-foot wooden

Woodworker, boat builder and lobsterman Bob Matus. Photo
courtesy of B. Matus.
lobster boat. “The boat was named
the Alda E. The story I was told was
that in Friendship, where it was built
by Frank Winchenpaugh, there was
an old Salada Tea sign with missing [‘s’ and ‘a’] letters so the owners
named it that. I kept the name when I
bought it,” he explained.
Today Matus lobsters with 100 traps
on a 20-foot Corson that he bought
at auction and added a pilot house
to. His boat, which is moored in
Cushing, does not have a name. “I
just never got around to naming it. To
me it’s just a work boat. I don’t name
my pickup either,” he said.

Matus got into woodcarving for
practical reasons back in the 1980’s.
“Boatbuilding is something I had
been doing for a long time, and because of it I had accumulated many
nice hardwood scraps left over from
boatbuilding projects. It was either
feed them into the wood stove or
do something with them. They were
mostly small so I started carving
wooden spoons as gifts and it took
off from there. For years I carved just
spoons but after a while I started
carving mermaids and whales for variety. I began to sell them at a gallery
in Rockland where they were popular
items.”
Decades later, Matus’ line of wood
products has expanded to include
necklaces, hair pieces, food utensils,
baby teething items, ornaments and
wall art. These days he splits his work
time among creating his wooden
pieces, boatbuilding, carpentry and
lobstering. He enjoys all his activities
equally, and says he will continue to
do them all for as long as he is able.
In his spare time he enjoys photog-

raphy (which he also sells), working
with clay, hiking and spending time
in Arizona to visit his 29-year-old
daughter who now lives there.
Matus is happy with the way his careers dovetail as they keep him inspired and energized. “Even after 32
years on the water I still get excited
to see what’s in a trap when I’m fishing,” he explained. “A few years ago I
caught a sturgeon that was halfway
in a trap. After some careful work it
was safely released and swam away.
Seeing that was a first! Being on the
ocean and lobstering also inspires
me with ideas of things to create in
wood.”
Matus’ woodcarving pieces are available for purchase at The Blue Tulip
in Tenants Harbor and Markings
Gallery in Bath as well as online at
www.heroncovewoodcarving.etsy.
com.

A wooden mermaid graces a rocky
ledge. Photo courtesy of B. Matus.

RESEARCHERS DOCUMENT OFFSHORE ROUTE OF RIGHT WHALE
By Mary Landers
First published in The Savannah
Morning News. Reprinted with permission
With a satellite tag attached to its
shoulder, a young right whale has revealed the route of its seven-week migration from Cape Canaveral to Cape
Cod. Before shrugging off its bright
orange tracking device the whale zigzagged more than 1,800 miles up the
coast.

Georgia Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) and other researchers tagged the animal in January
as part of a trial in which up to five
whales were to be fitted with the
palm-sized satellite trackers. “Our
goal was to develop a minimally invasive tag that works with right whales,”
said Clay George, a biologist with
the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources.
So far, so good. Of the tags attached
to three whales, two lasted the tar-

get duration of at least two weeks.
The tags didn’t appear to harm the
whales. Researchers observed two
of the three whales after they’d lost
their tags and noted only superficial
scratches near the tag site. Some
right whales, including breeding females, migrate each winter from
northern foraging grounds to the waters off Georgia and Florida, where
they give birth. They return north
to New England and Canada in the
spring.

On each journey migrating whales
run a gauntlet of hazards including
numerous large ports, busy shipping
lanes, recreational vessel traffic and
commercial fishing gear. Tagging
could provide a more precise mapping of their route and help tailor
regulations to keep them safe without unnecessarily burdening shippers, boaters and fishermen.
In particular, scientists want more
information about the whales’ journey through the mid-Atlantic region,
Continued on page 23

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

All Natural Salted Hairless Cowhide
LONG-LASTING and AFFORDABLE
LOBSTER BAIT

Available in 30 gal. drums or 5 gal. pailss

www.bessybait.com

Phone: 603.300.2846 or 603.300.2849
Email: info@bessybait.com
Bessy Bait is sold at our warehouse located at
155 rear Batchedler Rd., Seabrook NH 03874
Please call for HOURS and PRICING!
Bessy Bait is also sold at all Brooks Trap Mill locations.

Approved
Maine Labeling
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In the
NEWS
SWAN’S ISLAND MAN HAS LICENSES REVOKED
Lucas Lemoine, a 33-year-old scallop fisherman from Swan’s Island, has had all
of his commercial fishing licenses permanently revoked as a result of a history
of violations that goes back almost two decades.
This is the first time a commercial fishing license has been permanently revoked by the Commissioner of the Department of Marine Resources, who was
granted the authority in law last year. Lemoine held both a scallop dragger and
lobster license.
In March, Lemoine was charged with multiple violations of marine resources
laws after an investigation by Marine Patrol Officers Jeff Turcotte and Brent
Chasse and Specialist Sean Dow. Lemoine was charged with dragging for scallops in an area with an underwater cable, dragging for scallops in a closed area,
dragging for scallops at night, possession of undersized scallops, and operating
without navigation lights.
The Commissioner’s authority to revoke commercial fishing licenses is the result of a law passed in the last session of the 126th legislature. Under the law, license holders with six or more convictions or adjudications of marine resource
laws may have their licenses permanently revoked by the Commissioner. Not
including the most recent violations, Lemoine has been adjudicated or convicted of 19 violations of Maine’s marine resources laws since 1998.
MAINE DMR HAS MOVED!
The Department of Marine Resources (DMR) moved its headquarters in April.
The new location, in the Marquardt Building of the former Augusta Mental
Health Institute campus, is adjacent to the offices of the Department of
Environmental Protection and the Department of Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry.
“The new facility provides improved access for our license holders, sufficient
space for public hearings, and a better work environment for staff,” said DMR
Commissioner Patrick Keliher.
The department’s Licensing Division is located on the first floor, along with
staff from the Division of Sea-Run Fisheries and the Marine Patrol. The first

floor also includes conference room space for DMR public hearings. The
Commissioner’s office and Bureau of Policy and Management are on the second floor, as well as additional conference room space and offices for DMR staff
from satellite sites who periodically work in the main office. Phone numbers
and mailing addresses for DMR staff, Marine Patrol, and Licensing Division remain the same.
NMFS DECLARES SIX FISH STOCKS SOUND
The number of domestic fish stocks listed as overfished or subject to overfishing has dropped to an all-time low since 1997, when NOAA began tracking
stock status, according to the 2014 Status of U.S. Fisheries report to Congress.
Six stocks were removed from the overfishing list: snowy grouper on the southern Atlantic coast; North Atlantic albacore; haddock in the Gulf of Maine; gag
grouper in the South Atlantic; the Jacks fishes of the Gulf of Mexico; and bluefin tuna in the western Atlantic. Two stocks are no longer listed as overfished:
gag grouper in the Gulf of Mexico, and North Atlantic albacore.The rebounding
fisheries are evidence of the impact of a 2007 law change that enacted annual
catch limits, according to NOAA officials.
NOVA SCOTIA MOVES FORWARD TOWARD LOBSTER LEVY
Lobster fishermen in New Brunswick and on Prince Edward Island have agreed
to the collection of a marketing levy for lobster. The penny-per-pound levy was
first proposed in 2013. Canadian lobstermen and buyers and processors would
each pay one cent on every pound of lobster caught to cover the cost of advertising campaigns and other promotional initiatives. The Nova Scotian government would be allowed to collect such a fee under legislation introduced in
April.
Nova Scotia Fisheries Minister Keith Colwell said a change to the Fisheries and
Coastal Resources Act would enable the province to collect a financial contribution through regulations once the industry decides what form it will take.
Colwell said there is still no consensus among lobster fishermen on the implementation of a levy. The levy proposal has been met with resistance on Nova
Scotia’s southwest shore. Winning over the area’s fishery is key because it accounts for 40%of Canada’s total catch.
MAN WHO SOLD LOBSTER-KILLING PESTICIDE SENTENCED
A Calais man convicted of making a false statement to federal agents in connection with the illegal use of a pesticide in Canada that killed hundreds of
lobsters more than five years ago was sentenced in April to a year of probation.
Clyde Eldridge, 65, owner of C&E Feeds, also was ordered to pay a $5,000 fine.
Eldridge waived indictment in November and admitted that he lied in 2010
when questioned by Environmental Protection Agency officials as part of an
investigation into the illegal use of cypermethrin on the New Brunswick side of
Passamaquoddy Bay in the previous year. The pesticide application killed hundreds of lobsters off Deer Island and Grand Manan in November and December
2009, according to a previously published report.
The pesticide is banned in Canada but not in Maine, where it can be used with
prior permission from state officials. The use of pesticides in or near the ocean
has long been a concern to Maine lobster fishermen who fear that it could
harm the state’s lobster industry.
NORTHERN SHRIMP FROM CANADA IMPORTS UP
Canadian exports of Northern shrimp are up sharply since a ban on fishing
for Gulf of Maine shrimp dried up local sources. The value of Canada’s shrimp
exports to the U.S. grew nearly 20 percent, to more than $30.5 million, from
2013 to 2014. Canadian exports of cold water shrimp to Maine alone more than
doubled to nearly 100 metric tons during that time.
The Atlantic Marine Fisheries Commission shut down the Gulf of Maine fishery
this winter. Scientists have cited rising temperatures in the Gulf of Maine as
a threat to the species, which many Maine fishermen rely on to make money
during the winter.
The Canadian fishery for the shrimp is much larger and, according to Canadian
authorities, more stable than New England’s. Canadian fishermen’s catch of the
shrimp averaged about 150,000 metric tons per year from 2009 to 2013. New
England’s catch averaged about 3,300 metric tons in that time, including a low
year of about 300 metric tons in 2013. Canadian shrimp landings are above average over the last 15 years, said David Walters, a spokesman for Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.
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May 4
Scallop harvester meeting, hosted by DMR, 5
p.m., Dennysville Congregational Church Hall.
MLA Directors’ meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s
Restaurant, Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.
May 4-7
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
meeting, Alexandria, VA.
May 5
Scallop harvester meeting, hosted by DMR, 5
p.m., Rose E Gaffney School, Machias.
May 6
Scallop harvester meeting, hosted by DMR, 5
p.m., Blue Hill Public Library.
May 7
Sea Urchin Zone Council meeting, 5 p.m., Maine
DOT, Hogan Road, Bangor.
May 11
Scallop harvester meeting, hosted by DMR, 5
p.m., Department of Marine Resources, Augusta.
May 12
Lobster Advisory Council meeting, 4 p.m.,
Department of Marine Resources, Augusta.

May 14
Scallop harvester meeting, hosted by DMR, 6
p.m., Ellsworth City Hall.
May 15-17
Wings, Waves and Woods birding festival, Deer
Isle. FMI: 348-2455.
May 15-16
Benton Alewife Festival, Benton, Maine. FMI:
453-7191.
May 21-22
Safety and Survival and Drill Conductor training,
South Portland. FMI: www.fishingpartnership.org.
May 23-25
Alewife Fish Ladder Restoration Festival,
Damariscotta Mills.
UPCOMING
June 3
MLA Directors’ meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s
Restaurant, Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.
June 16-18
New England Fisheries Management Council
meeting, Newport, R.I.
June 20
Boothbay Harbor lobster boat races.

Right whale continued from page 21

where they’ve proven tough to spot. “Studies
have shown traveling right whales are the most
difficult to find,” said Barb Zoodsma, a former
DNR biologist now with NOAA Fisheries. “In
fact, this whale that went up the East Coast, we
haven’t gotten one sighting of this animal. It’s
somehow sneaking by without any sighting or
reporting.” How right whales pace themselves is
not well understood, either. “Do they start swimming and not stop until they get to the Northeast,
or do they dilly dally?” George said.
Numbers and location
Tags could also tell researchers where right
whales go when they’re not seen in their known
haunts, including the Bay of Fundy. They typically feed there in summer but have been scarce in
recent years. “Where are the whales?” Zoodsma
said. “This technology may be able to tell us.”
The new tags attach like a molly bolt, with titanium barbs that hook into the outer layer of
blubber, said Russ Andrews, a scientist with
the Alaska SeaLife Center and the University of
Alaska Fairbanks. He customizes the tags for
use on various species, using samples of cadaver
whale blubber to stress test their holding power.
The tags have helped track 21 species of whales
and dolphins.
Surprisingly supple
Right whales provide several challenges for tagging efforts. Researchers can’t collar them or
glue a tag to their sloughy skin. Suction cups
don’t last. And even if researchers could capture
the bus-sized baleen whales, they lack a dorsal
fin, which provides a handy area on which to
bolt tags on other species, including great white
sharks.
On right whales, the tag must be anchored into
a thin outer layer of blubber. Doing that requires
an air rifle and a skilled marksman, in this case
Andrews, who practiced aiming for a precise
area on the surprisingly supple behemoths. “It
might look I’m hitting the side of a barn, but I’m

trying to aim for a particular place on the shoulder, an area it won’t move very much,” Andrews
said.
The case of an 11-year-old female right whale
nicknamed “Platypus” demonstrated the difficulty of the process. Her tag transmitted for only
20 hours. It’s unclear why it came off, though
Zoodsma has some ideas.
Right whales are big, social animals that rub up
against each other and scrape against the ocean
floor, Zoodsma noted. “There’s not much that
can stand up to getting smeared by a 50-ton object,” she said.
Magical migration
Still, the tags already have provided insight into
whale behavior. The 15-day meanderings of the
6-year-old female known as 4092 indicated she
swam 50 miles off the Georgia coast, a greater
distance than expected. She eventually made it
to Cape Hatteras before losing her tag.
The yet-to-be named juvenile that kept its tag
for 50 days was the real superstar, though. A lifeguard initially spotted that whale just 100 yards
off New Smyrna Beach, Fla., alerting the researchers on January 20. The young animal’s journey up
the coast revealed its estimated position from
there to just south of Martha’s Vineyard, a possible feeding area. “It’s one of the best insights
we’ve had into the actual paths right whales take
to migrate up the mid-Atlantic,” Zoodsma said,
cautioning that more data from more tags are
needed before they can reach a conclusion. Still,
she found it interesting that this whale seemed
to make it up the coast by going from cape to
cape, “running into” these projections. “The
capes used to be whaling stations, suggesting
that (path) is not unique,” Zoodsma said. This
calving season was slow, with bad weather limiting the survey effort and making it harder to find
suitable whales to tag. Researchers plan to be
back at it next year.

June 21
Rockland lobster boat races.
June 21-27
Boothbay Harbor Annual Windjammer Days. FMI: 5040242.
June 28
Bass Harbor lobster boat races.

TRI-COUNTY LITERACY
Serving Lincoln, Sagadahoc,
and northern Cumberland Counties
Improve your skills in reading, math,
writing, and computer literacy.

Free and confidential.
207-443-6384
literacyvolunteers@tricountyliteracy.org
34 Wing Farm Pkwy, Bath, ME 04530
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NEW ON-LINE MAGAZINE FOCUSES ON MAINE LOBSTERING
The inaugural issue of the Maine Office of Tourism’s new quarterly e-zine The
Maine Thing Quarterly featured Monique and Herman Coombs of Orr’s Island
in an in-depth profile of lobster fishing in Maine. The on-line issue combined
video, photography and text to create a contemporary look at lobstering today.
The Maine Thing Quarterly was developed by the agency in 2013 with the goal
of immersing on-line visitors in niche topics that are both iconic to Maine and
representative of the slightly off beat characters that define the state.
The quarterly is distributed directly via email subscription, and shared on the
Maine Office of Tourism’s social media channels and Web site. Each quarterly
e-zine features a topic drawn from one of the four pillars of the Maine Office
of Tourism’s strategic marketing plan: food; outdoors; art and culture; and
sightseeing. Thus far lobstering, Henry David Thoreau’s canoe journey into the
Maine woods, and Maine’s beer industry have been the focus of the ezine.
The full issue can be found at http://mainequarterly.com/lobster.

Photos courtesy of the Maine Office of Tourism.
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Maine Co-ops working for Maine lobstermen

Spruce Head
Fishermen’s
Co-op

Stonington
Lobster Co-op

Vinalhaven
Fishermen’s
Co-op
photo courtesy of Baren Yurick, Stonington

Thank You MLCA
for your efforts in producing
an excellent and informative newsletter
for the lobster industry.

