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TRADITIONS UNDER SIEGE IN MAINE LOBSTER FISHERY
By Melissa Waterman
Maine is home to more than 4,800 licensed lobstermen operating along the coast.
Those lobstermen represent fishing traditions that go back more than one hundred
years. Within the small towns that dot the Maine coast, men and women head to
sea each day as their parents and grandparents once did, using their hard-earned
skills to capture lobsters and bring them to shore. Now that tradition is at risk as
fishery regulators consider the need for increased protections for North Atlantic
right whales, regulations which could threaten the livelihoods of these resolute lobstermen.
Mike Sargent drives a big black Ram 2500 pick-up truck, the kind of truck that
pushes through the mud of a Maine spring with ease, the kind of truck guys
drive hard in television ads. Sargent, however, is a quiet-spoken 25-year-old
lobsterman from Steuben, a little fishing town on the coast of Maine where
having a big truck is as natural as breathing.
“I started fishing with my dad when I was eight,” Sargent explained at an empty Belfast restaurant on a cold spring afternoon. “My dad was a big figure in
the fishing world Downeast.” Stanley “Cappy” Sargent was known as a skilled
Milbridge fisherman of high standards, turning to scalloping, sea urchins,
groundfishing and lobster fishing over the years. When Sargent was a youngster, his father would wake him at 1 a.m. to go to the boat, Gale Warning, and
head out to sea. The elder Sargent fished further off the coast than many others in the region, out to the very limits of federal water. “He’d let me sleep until
about 8 a.m., then we’d start to set,” Sargent said. “He taught me to splice when
I was just 4.”

Mike Sargent started fishing with his father, Cappy Sargent, when he was
a child, continuing the time-honored tradition among Maine fishermen.
Photo courtesy of M. Sargent.
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According to data from the Department of Marine Resources
(DMR), lobster landings in Maine dropped by slightly more than
15% last year, from nearly 131 million pounds in 2016 to 111 million
pounds in 2017. Statewide, the boat value fell 18.6%, from about
$533 million in 2016 to just under $434 million in 2017. The decline
means 20 million fewer pounds of lobster was landed last year than
in 2016.
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The drop, however, was not spread equally along the coast. As the
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Page 5

Update from Marine Patrol

Page 4

WHALES’ FATE TIED
TO COPEPODS
EMSP STUDENTS SEEK
ANSWERS
Page 8-10

Page 18

HEALTH CARE FOR
THE UNINSURED
Page 20

PEOPLE OF THE
COAST: Kathy Clark, Swans Isl.

Kennebunk, ME 04043

P.O. Box 315

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance

NEWS FROM THE MLA

Page 22

IN THE NEWS

Continued on page 6

Page 2 | LANDINGS | May 2018

President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Welcome to the merry month of May! It’s been a long winter and a cold spring leading, finally, to the pleasure of
Maine’s summer and a new season of lobster fishing.
This month in Landings we take a closer look at the 2017
lobster landings for the state. It’s clear that lobster stocks
remain robust in the eastern counties, continuing a steady
shift from the west to the east portions of the coast begun
many years ago. Stonington remains the highest value port
in the state, due to high lobster landings in the Downeast
region. The reliance on one species, however, continues to
worry some fishermen, although sublegal lobsters remain
prolific, according to Department of Marine Resources data.
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Landings also begins a series of interviews with Maine
lobstermen focusing on the traditions of the fishery and
the continuity between generations.
Fishing is an occupation that calls for
seamanship skills and an extraordinary
understanding of a particular patch of
ocean. That understanding begins for
many lobstermen when they are children and is increased bit-by-bit over
many years. Fishermen of many generations share their knowledge within
families or, occasionally, outside the
family in a process that is truly uncommon in the world today. We highlight
that continuity of tradition in our new
series.
The plight of the North Atlantic right
whale continues to be in the news in
2018. Seventeen right whales died during 2017, 12 in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
As a consequence, the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) is facing two
court cases brought by environmental
groups who argue that the agency is not
doing enough under the Endangered
Species Act and the Marine Mammal
Protection Act to protect the endangered whales. New England lobstermen are concerned that the Atlantic
Large Whale Take Reduction Team
(ALWTRT) may alter its whale protection plan to require lobstermen to begin ropeless fishing or make other radical changes to their fishing practices.

are now turning up in Maine fishermen’s catches. The fish,
which are commercially valuable, present a possible new
fishery for the state. However, they also are known to be
voracious predators of juvenile lobsters. Could this new
resident of the Gulf pose a problem for Maine’s lobster
population?
Swan’s Island lobstermen aren’t too concerned with black
sea bass. There the principal catch remains lobster, and
many of those lobsters come across the dock of the Swan’s
Island Fishermen’s Co-op. The Co-op is managed by Kathy
Clark, the focus of this month’s People of the Coast interview. Clark brings a level head and an open mind to the
high-pressure job of manager. “Sometimes the thing you
least expect to do is the one you like the most,” she explains.
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association
health insurance Navigator Bridget
Thornton provides an overview of
ways to get health care when you don’t
have insurance. Maine is fortunate to
have a network of health clinics that
see people who have no health insurance or inadequate health insurance.
The clinics provide treatment either
for free or at a sliding scale based
on income. Such clinics may be the
only route for some Maine residents
to gain treatment if they do not have
health insurance.

Steuben lobsterman Mike
Sargent learned the traditions
of lobstering from his father,
Cappy Sargent, when he was a
young boy. Sargent continues his
father’s legacy of stewardship
while finding new ways to protect
North Atlantic right whales.
Photo courtesy M. Sargent.

This month, we talk to Mike Sargent of Steuben, who
learned about lobstering and the whale issue from his father, Cappy. Mike has now stepped into a leadership role in
the industry as a new board member of MLA, and is one of
the thousands of Maine lobstermen committed to protecting whales despite never having seen one while fishing.
Landings also reviews a California research scientist’s recently published paper that examines the connection between the right whales’ shift to the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
a change in the availability of their preferred food, a small
copepod, due to a warming Gulf of Maine.

We also have an update on the Eastern
Maine Skippers Program. This educational program, organized by the
Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
in Stonington, helps high school
students from fishing families complete their education through learning about Maine’s marine resources
and management. Currently eight
high schools in Downeast Maine are
part of the program, with more than
100 students participating. This year
their topic was “How can individuals
and communities manage and restore local fisheries?” The public is invited to hear about the results at the
program’s final presentations on May
24 at The Grand in Ellsworth.

Finally, Landings presents the work of Richmond artist
Matt Barter. Barter is a self-taught painter who grew up
in Bar Harbor and learned his craft from his father, the
artist Philip Barter. He worked as a sternman in South
Gouldsboro for a few years before focusing on his art. His
colorful oil paintings reflect the world that he sees around
him, a world full of boats, bait sheds, fish and ever-present
sea gulls. One of his paintings now hangs in Sen. Angus
King’s office in Washington, D.C. We hope you enjoy a
glimpse of this Maine artist’s work.

Other species have moved into the Gulf as its temperature
has risen. Black sea bass, once found only below Cape Cod,
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GUEST COLUMN: Marine Patrol getting ready for summer months
By Colonel Jon Cornish

Is it just me or has this been a very late spring? Finally, we are seeing 60 degrees. Officers are winding down from a productive scallop season and working through a busy elver season with the price at $2500 a pound, keeping folks
busy. Our summer fleet of vessels is preparing to go into the field and we are all
looking forward to improved weather for getting outdoors. So, what’s new with
Marine Patrol?
At the March Maine Fishermen’s Forum, we all watched with pride as Specialist
Sean Dow received the coveted Maine Lobstermen’s Association Officer of the
Year Award. Sean was recognized for his strong efforts to get the P/V Dirigo
underway, as well as his solid commitment to supporting team work in Section
4 (Belfast to Gouldsboro).
In addition, Officer Jason Leavitt was recognized in mid-April as the Northeast
Conservation Law Enforcement Chiefs Association (NECLECA) Officer of
the Year. Jason has a strong field presence in his area and puts a large effort
into Patrol’s recruitment program. He received his award at a ceremony in
Burlington, Vermont. Jason covers the Jonesport/Beal’s Island Patrol area. We
are proud of both of these exceptional officers.
Another award recipient is Officer James Mayotte. James covers the Boothbay
region and is being recognized as the National Association of State Boating
Law Administrators (NASBLA) Boating Safety Officer of the Year. James has
proven himself an avid boater and focuses on both commercial and recreational boating safety in a region that has its share of both.
As I have often stated in the past, with the retirement of several of our experienced officers the Bureau has become very young. Forty percent of our current
workforce has less than five years’ experience. We are doing well with both recruiting and retention. We are seeing good quality candidates and no one has
left us for over a year. I believe our success is related to improved recruitment
efforts and the recruitment and retention pay increase in 2016.

Colonel Jon Cornish is the
chief of the Marine Patrol
Bureau.

It should also be mentioned that Officer Tyler Sirois is transferring from the
Vinalhaven Patrol to Stonington, bringing that region back to full capacity just
in time for the launching of the Bureau’s new 26-foot General Marine vessel.
As fishing season approaches please keep safety paramount in your mind.
Please ensure all your safety gear is up to snuff and that you have planned for
the unexpected. Also, below are a few important rules to keep in mind.
All lobster gear must be tagged with a 2018 tag no later than June 1. If you don’t
order your tags with a month leeway you may not receive them in time. Of
course, if there are some exceptional circumstances as always Patrol will work
with you. Make sure you keep your local officer updated. Also, do not neglect
second zone tags. This is a relatively new law statewide and Patrol is finding
some issues with adherence. Every trap that you currently fish outside your
primary zone must have a second tag.
Continued on page 6
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In addition, Patrol is in the process of refilling the Kittery Patrol with an officer who
covered southern Maine as a seasonal last
summer. Officer Taylor Shewokis will be
coming on board full time in mid-May and
entering our training program. He will be attending the Police Academy in August. We
are also in the process of hiring a new boat
specialist to cover southern Maine, from
Yarmouth to Kittery. This position was recently vacated due to a retirement. Lastly, we
are conducting new hire interviews in early
May to fill at least one additional position,
likely Downeast. By comparison, last year at
this time we had eight vacancies. If all goes
well we will be down to two this summer.
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We have three new officers currently at the Police Academy who are due to
graduate in mid-May, just in time for our busy summer season. Two of them
are already trained in the field and will hit their regions running, we hope. The
third will be entering our field training program. Officer Alexandre Michaud
will be covering the St. George Patrol, while Officer Emily Lopez will be trans-

ferring into the South Harpswell Patrol from
Kittery. Officer Nicholas Stillwell will be getting his feet wet in the Owl’s Head Patrol. All
three are off to a prosperous start.
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RIGHT WHALE DILEMMA MAY BE BEYOND THE CONTROL OF
FEDERAL LAWS
By Melissa Waterman
Human beings have an innate desire to control their environment. If I want a
pond in the backyard, I make one. If we want dry land, as in the Netherlands,
we build dikes and make dry land. Yet with the advent of a steadily warming
climate, mankind finds itself stymied. We want to ensure that certain things we
value, like endangered polar bears and right whales, continue to exist. But what
if the very environment we have altered stacks the deck against them?
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMSF) is facing a problem. Between
2016 and early 2018, 18 North Atlantic right whales
died. The majority of those deaths occurred in the Gulf
of St. Lawrence. Yet under U.S. laws — the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) and the Marine Mammal Protection
Act (MMPA) — the federal government is required to
maintain the species’ existence. To do that NMFS must
ensure that the impact of lobstering and other activities on the right whales is reevaluated on a timely basis.
Lobster fishing is one of those federally-permitted activities. Several environmental organizations have sued
NMFS to ensure that they reevaluate the impact that
lobstering and other fisheries have on the right whales.
But what if the deaths and recent population decline
among right whales has little to do with lobster fishing? What if it is instead an unintended consequence
of a warming Gulf of Maine?

the copepods, which overwinter in the region and rebound as the sun grows
stronger. Meyer-Gutbrod and colleagues examined right whale birth records
against C. finmarchicus abundance in the 1990s and 2000s to see if there was a
correlation. They drew on data compiled by the Continuous Plankton Recorder
survey, which NOAA has conducted since 1961 between Boston and Cape
Sable, Nova Scotia.
Meyer-Gutbrod constructed a computer model to project what might happen
to the North Atlantic right whale population during the next century under
various scenarios of food availability and human-induced mortality. Based on
whether C. finmarchicus abundance was high or low,
and how many whale deaths occurred due to human
activities, the model indicated that, “Contrary to previous predictions, the right whale population is projected to recover in the future as long as prey availability and mortality rates remain within the ranges
observed during 1980-2012.”

A spate of right whale deaths in Canada has
affected the future of U.S. fishermen. DFO chart.

Erin L. Meyer-Gutbrod, a quantitative ecologist at the Marine Science Institute
at the University of California, published a paper last fall which found that
changes in the temperature of the Gulf of Maine have altered the distribution
of right whales, leading them further north in search of food. That, in turn, has
led the whales into Canadian waters, where the stringent laws protecting them
in the U.S. do not apply.
Right whales build up bulk by eating a species of fat-rich copepod called
Calanus finmarchicus. Migrating from their southern winter grounds, they
return to Massachusetts Bay around February to gulp down dense patches of

The author cautions that, “The population projections
under conditions of increased anthropogenic mortality rates demonstrate that the North Atlantic right
whale population may decline to extinction if an additional six adult females (or 13 total individuals taken
from demographic states at random [male or female])
are killed each year, assuming prey conditions remain
similar to those observed from 1980 to 2012.”

Meyer-Gutbrod also pointed out that, regardless of human activities, Gulf of Maine temperatures have forced the right whales to migrate
further in their search for C. finmarchicus, thus expending more energy than in the
past. “Given the known effects of nutritional limitations on calving intervals, the
increased time and energy used to extend the winter calving migration may have a
detrimental impact on the population’s recovery rate,” the paper states.
How can NMFS protect the right whales if they are heading north in search of
food into the heavily fished and unregulated waters of Canada? That is a question that neither the ESA nor the MMPA can address.

WHALE NEWS
MAINE DMR LEADS GEAR RESEARCH PROJECT
The Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) received a grant in April
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to improve the data on the interaction of fishing gear and endangered North Atlantic
right whales.
The $714,245 grant is funded through the Section 6 Species Recovery Grants
to States Program administered by NOAA. The three-year project, which begins this summer, will focus on how and where fishing gear is used in the Gulf
of Maine. Fishermen from Maine to Connecticut will be asked to contribute
information on how their vertical lines are rigged and fished. Information will
include rope type and diameter, trap configuration, distance from shore, depth,
and type of surface system.
The project will also include a study on the breaking strength of vertical lines
currently in use, as well as the amount of load put on the vertical lines during
different hauling conditions. This analysis will document the strength of rope
currently in use, determine what rope strength will ensure that fishermen can
fish safely and efficiently, and help determine whether reducing the strength
of vertical lines might help decrease severe entanglements of right whales.
The DMR will solicit participation from fishermen who are willing to test the
hauling loads and breaking strengths of their fishing gear. Project participants include the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA), FB Environmental
Associates, and the University of Maine School of Marine Science.
FREE APP HELPS MARINERS’ AWARENESS OF WHALES
Whale Alert is an app for iOS devices that can help reduce the chance of ships
striking whales by displaying active whale management areas, required reporting areas, recommended routes, areas-to-be-avoided and near real-time warnings in shipping lanes along both coasts of the United States and Canada. This
information allows vessel operators to avoid collision with whales by slowing
down and heightening their visual awareness.
The recently updated app now includes reporting of whale sightings. This information is shared in real-time with leading whale researchers and state and
federal management authorities. In some cases, whale sightings will trigger
confirmation “over-flights” by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) or

the United States Coast Guard (USCG) who will then determine whether or not
temporary speed restrictions should be created. Whale Alert specifically provides data from Boston-area acoustic whale detection buoys for right whales
only and autonomous wave glider whale detections. The app is available for
free from the iTunes Apple Store (https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/whale-alert/
id911035973?mt=8).
WHALE CENTER SEEKS FUND TO EXPAND MONITORING
The Center for Coastal Studies in Provincetown, Massachusetts, is raising
funds to expand its aerial surveillance program for right whales. Called 1,000
Friends for the North Atlantic Right Whales, the campaign goal is to raise
$100,000 so that the science center can expanded its aerial reconnaissance beyond Cape Cod Bay to the waters east of Cape Cod and north to Jeffreys Ledge,
off the Massachusetts and New Hampshire coasts. Aerial surveys allow whale
researchers to survey more extensively in less time than on a vessel. North
Atlantic right whales can be difficult to see from a boat, even for a trained observer. When feeding, right whales swim slowly, mere feet below the surface for
over twenty minutes. From the air, observers can see into the water and can
track a subsurface whale until it emerges for a breath.
CHANGES TO CANADIAN SNOW CRAB FISHERY ANNOUNCED
The Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans will close the Gulf of St.
Lawrence snow crab fishery earlier this year and is pledging to temporarily
close other snow crab fishing zones if a North Atlantic right whale is spotted in
the area. A section of the southern Gulf closed to snow crab fishermen on April
28, nearly 2½ months earlier than normal; all fishing gear must be removed
from the water by June 30. Other snow crab fisheries can be closed for at least
15 days if a right whale is spotted in the area. DFO also announced plans to reduce the number of snow crab traps in the water and expand aerial and at-sea
surveillance of right whales this season. New temporary speed limits for ships
longer than 20 meters exist from April 28 to November 15. Vessels will be allowed to travel at normal speeds in two shipping lanes located north and south
of Anticosti Island when no whales are present, but if a right whale is spotted
within two and a half nautical miles of any section of those lanes, a mandatory
15-day slowdown to 10 knots will be implemented within the adjacent section.
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EASTERN MAINE SKIPPERS STUDENTS TACKLE TOUGH QUESTION
By Christina Fifield, Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries
The Eastern Maine Skippers Program (EMSP) will wrap up its fifth year on
Thursday, May 24, when students make their final presentations at The Grand
in Ellsworth.
The Skippers Program began in 2012 as a collaboration between Maine Center
for Coastal Fisheries, a Stonington-based nonprofit, and Deer Isle-Stonington
High School. This year the program, which provides young aspiring commercial fishermen and fisheries-focused students with the skills to be successful in
a time of rapid environmental and regulatory change, reached a historic milestone. One hundred students enrolled in this year’s program, a 150% increase
in participation since the program’s origination in 2012. The program is now in
eight Maine high schools, including Deer Isle-Stonington, Ellsworth, George
Stevens Academy, Jonesport-Beals, Mount Desert Island, Narraguagus, North
Haven, and Vinalhaven.
EMSP utilizes a project-based approach to learning, where students explore
real-world problems to gain a deeper knowledge and skill set. Each year, students tackle a new project. This year, they’re focused on “How can individuals
and communities manage and restore local fisheries?”
Students spend the school year identifying fisheries issues and researching a
pathway to possible solutions, then share their findings with an audience during final presentations. The event is a culmination of a school year’s worth of
work, and an opportunity for students to practice public speaking and how to
successfully deliver information.
Ten students from Narraguagus High School are exploring whether or not
Northern shrimp can rebound in the Gulf of Maine. Working with Maggie Hunter
at the Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR), they acquired an experimental license, allowing them to set shrimp traps in an otherwise closed area.
The Northern shrimp fishery has been closed since 2013. Utilizing local fishermen’s knowledge, they decided where to set traps and the data they would collect,
including water temperature, tide, weather, bait, set time, catch, and bycatch. A
student’s parent, who is also a local fisherman, volunteered to help students conduct their research. Not only will the findings be presented to the audience at The
Grand, but the students will also share this information with DMR.
Mount Desert Island High School students recently interviewed six lobster
fishermen from Bar Harbor. The eight students plan to document 20 years of
change on Frenchman Bay by giving a voice to Bar Harbor fishermen. During

the interviews, they ask how fishing
has changed, how an influx of tourism and cruise ships have impacted
the harbor, and what the future
may look like. Natalie Springuel of
Maine Sea Grant was integral in the
coordination of these interviews
and is now helping students identify themes and a process for documenting their findings. Students
will give a voice to Bar Harbor’s
fishermen when they share their
stories during final presentations.
They also plan to share this information with the town council and
historical society of Bar Harbor.
Other discussions during final presentations may include issues related to whale entanglement, how
to give students a larger voice in
management, scallop aquaculture,
bait supply, gear design, or access
to fisheries and licenses.

EMSP students after interviewing Bar Harbor fishermen. MCCF
photo.

Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries supports the Eastern Maine Skippers
Program in partnership with Rural Aspirations Project. Throughout the school
year, the center facilitates program-wide meetups, where students can interact
and learn from one another. They also provide access to scientists, fishermen,
regulators, and industry professionals so students can work collaboratively on
the challenging questions at hand. Program teachers attend group training and
professional development days to better assist their coastal high school students both inside and outside of the classroom.
Together, Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries, Rural Aspirations Project, and
Maine’s high schools are preparing students to contribute to the vitality of
Maine’s fishing communities. “These young people will be the leaders of our
fishing industry,” according to Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries’ Executive
Director, Paul Anderson. “We need to nurture our fisheries and keep them here
in Maine. These are the people that will lead those efforts in the future.”
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in the midcoast area experienced a modest decline. As
DMR Commissioner Patrick
Keliher said in an interview
with the Portland Press Herald
at the close of the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum in March,
when the preliminary landing
figures were released, “One
year of decline does not make
a trend. The way I look at it, we
were down 16 percent compared to the highest year on
record. It was still the seventh
year we landed over 100 million pounds, the sixth highest on record and the fourth
highest in value. That’s pretty
damn good.”
Lobster zones A, C and D comprise the majority of the state’s lobster landings,
at 22%, 25%, and 19% respectively. Zone B lobstermen brought in 14% of the
lobster while zones E, F, and G landed 19% of the 2017 total.
Zone C lobstermen harvested the greatest number of pounds (27,679,499)
while zone A came in second, at 24,613,396 pounds. By comparison, zone E
lobstermen caught slightly more than 6 million pounds and zone G lobster-

men caught a bit
more than 4 million
pounds.
The price paid to lobstermen in 2017 did
not reflect the drop
in volume, however.
The average boat
price of lobster fell
from $4.08 per pound
in 2016 to $3.91 per
pound in 2017. This
caused
confusion
among lobstermen,
since in 2016, when
landings topped 131
million pounds, the
boat price remained
high, at an average
of $4.07 per pound. Some credit the decline in boat price to the inventory of
2016 live and frozen processed lobster held by Canadian firms. Others point to
the Canadian-European Union Free Trade Agreement that came into force in
September, 2017, which immediately removed the 8% tariff on live Canadian
lobster. Enormous harvests of crab and shrimp throughout the world also suppressed lobster prices globally.

Cornish continued from page 3

Your quality trap supplies at a great price!
Nettings, ropes, bait bags, gears, &
accessories.

Check our dealer near you
check with us at

WWW.LEEFISHERFISHING.COM
(800) 356-5464

We seem to be getting more complaints of wet stored gear. Some fishermen
have received two or more violations of this regulation. We all know that the
right whale issue is going to get more attention given last year’s deaths. It is
likely that enforcement of wet storage and other whale-safe provisions is only
going to become more emphasized. Please tend to your gear. Losing a livelihood for leaving gear unattended seems like a high price to pay. Why risk it?
Patrol’s most frequently asked question is “What do you consider a v-notch?”
The confusion is understandable, given that there is no specific definition other than “a v-notch of any size or a mutilation that could hide that notch makes
that female lobster illegal to possess.” Even though we get asked this question
a lot and spend a good deal of time at meetings explaining the law, we observe
very few violations each season. My experience is that fishermen are generally
cautious when it comes to deciphering what they consider a v-notched lobster.
This is a good thing. If you do have questions, reach out to your local officer
and go over what is considered illegal. Remember, zero tolerance means there
is no allowance for keeping any v-notched lobster. There is no perfect flipper
definition. Marine Patrol Officers are all trained in how to recognize a v-notch
and a mutilated female lobster. We work to ensure a level of consistency up and
down the coast. If a fisherman disagrees with an officer, officers have been advised to take a picture of the flipper and to confer with another officer or supervisor. Officers will be having additional training on this issue later this spring.
Atlantic halibut cannot be possessed on a vessel holding a Federal Permit at the
same time as lobsters are possessed. State license holders who do not possess a
Federal Permit may not possess Atlantic halibut in federal waters. Commercial
fishermen targeting halibut may now use only 250 hooks as opposed to 450.
The season has been reduced by 20 days, May 11 through June 20.
As always, if you have a question please ask for clarification from a Marine
Patrol Officer before taking a risk. Effective communication on a fisherman’s
part generally avoids potential problems later. We appreciate the overall support that lobstermen provide to Marine Patrol. Have a safe and prosperous
summer and fall season.
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Our leadership has changed. Our mission has not.
Join now during our Spring membership
campaign. New Harvester members only $200!
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association is known for the work we
do. We’ve been working for Maine lobstermen since 1954.

David Cousens 1991 - 2018

Les Dyer 1954-1966

Kristan Porter, Cutler, ME

Ed Blackmore 1974 - 1991

Ossie Beal 1967-1974

Continuity. Integrity. Perseverance.
MLA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Mail with payments to: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043
Harvester Membership Levels








First Time Member
$200
Highliner
$350
Harvester
$250
Harvester Family*
$325
$125
Junior Harvester (under 18)
$125
Senior Harvester (over 65)
Retired Harvester (no longer a captain) $50

Individual Membership Levels:
 Sternman
 Lobster Friend
 Lobster Lover

$50
$100
$250

Name:___________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________ Cell:____________________ D.O.B:_______________
Email:___________________________________________________________________
(Please include to receive weekly e-news updates and lobster, bait, & fuel prices)

Boat Name:_____________________________________________________________
Lobster License #:_________________ Zone & District:___________________
*Family Members:________________________________________________________

Payment info: Pay with:
Visa
MasterCard
Check: #_______________
Credit Card #:___________-____________-___________-____________ Exp. date:____________ CV code:____________
Billing town/state/zip:______________________________________________________________________________________
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
1st VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
2nd VP: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 677-0148
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Mike Sargent, Steuben, 460-1316
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093

Staff
•••

STEAMING AHEAD
The Portland Press Herald ran an article in late April about a
significant influx of warm water entering the Gulf of Maine
through the Northeast Channel. Whether you believe in
climate change or think it’s a crock, this news should concern you. There are many species that are highly sensitive
to ocean temperatures and, unfortunately for lobstermen,
those include lobster, herring and right whales.
Scientists from the Bedford Institute of Oceanography,
based in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, were surprised in early April to find “a big rush of warm water going into the
Gulf.” They measured the temperature of the deep current
entering by way of the Northeast Channel, the deep passage between Brown and Georges Banks. Researchers recorded temperatures of 57oF. at depths ranging from 150
feet to 450 feet, according to the Press Herald article. This
is reportedly 11oF. above normal and the highest temperature recorded in 15 years of surveys at this time of year.
They also measured temperatures at depths of 600 feet in
Georges Basin in December that were 5oF. above normal,
the highest reading at that site in 40 years. NERACOOS
buoys located in Jordan Basin also measured record warm
temperatures in 2017 and thus far in 2018.

Scientists hypothesize that this warm water is due to
changes in ocean currents affecting the location of the Gulf
stream rather than changes in air temperatures.

Membership Director

Andrew Thomas, a University of Maine oceanographer,
commented in the article that “It looks like there’s a bunch
of really warm water that’s just hanging out there,” noting that it could take as long as a year for the water to be
pushed to the surface and into Maine’s coastal areas.

Health Insurance Navigator
Bridget Thornton
bridget@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place in
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.
May 9, 5 p.m.
June 6, 5 p.m.
July 11, 5 p.m.
at the Nautilus Restaurant

The effect of warm water on right whales has become all too
familiar to lobstermen. The shift in copepod distribution
sent right whales away from their traditional grounds near
the Bay of Fundy and into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, putting
them directly in the path of the expanding and unregulated
snow crab fishery. Many whales suffered from vessel strikes
and entanglements, resulting in twelve deaths in 2017.
The cumulative impact of the decline in right whale population, worsening health, and the recent spike in mortalities — all likely driven by changing ocean temperatures
— resulted in three lawsuits this year aimed at expanding
right whale protections. The National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) is in the processing of reviewing how several fisheries, including the American lobster fishery, affect
the status of the right whale population under Section 7 of
the Endangered Species Act and the federal Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Team has reconvened to prepare
for potential new regulations that protect right whales.

NERACOOS buoys recorded higher-than-average water temperatures at 250 meter depth in Jordan Basin during
the last half of 2017 and during the first few months of 2018, as these two graphs show.

Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

years. Less than half of the annual quota has been harvested
during the past two years. Area 3 herring fishermen landed
only 32% of their quota in 2017 and 44% in 2016. By contrast,
they landed 94% of the quota in 2014 and 74% in 2015.

It makes me wonder what we might see, not this year, but
in the 2019 lobster fishing season.
Such drastic variations in ocean temperatures have farreaching impacts. As ectotherms, the entire life cycle of the
lobster, from growth and molting to mating and spawning, is
affected by water temperature. So far that has had a positive
impact on our resource, but things are starting to change.
And let’s not forget about right whales and herring, both of
which appear to be highly sensitive to temperature changes.
The right whale population began to decline in 2010 and
the whales appear to be suffering a decline in health.
Researchers have observed that the whales are skinnier and
have given birth to fewer calves in recent years. The Press
Herald article notes the concern of Nick Record from the
Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences that the intrusion
of warm water into deep-water basins is specifically harming marine species like right whales and herring because
both depend on dense patches of the copepod Calanus finmarchicus, which until recently had been present in large
numbers in the deep waters of the eastern Gulf of Maine.
“That’s the habitat the whales have abandoned in the last
few years, so it may be connected to the changes in the
deep water coming into the gulf,” Record stated.
Herring fishermen likely share Record’s concern. Though
the herring stock appears to be healthy, the fish have eluded fishermen in the offshore Area 3 fishery over the last few

NMFS’ review of the effect of the American lobster and other fisheies on the right whale population will result in a “biological opinion” on whether those fisheries put the existence
of right whales in jeopardy. Given that whales are currently
dying faster than they are reproducing, it is possible that
NMFS may determine that any number of human activities
— including some aspects of lobster fishing — are implicated. If such a determination is made, NMFS may be obligated
by law to establish additional protective measures, some of
which could alter current whale protection rules.
It’s not just right whales and herring that share a love of copepods. Recent research out of New Hampshire has shown
a correlation between the decline in lobster settlement at
a New Hampshire site and a lack of Calanus finmarchicus.
Additional studies are being done to explore whether this
alarming hypothesis may explain the decline in lobster settlement throughout the Gulf of Maine.
Scientists and fishermen alike have been concerned for
some time about the fact that the surface waters of the
Gulf of Maine are warming at a faster rate than any other
place in the world. Others aren’t convinced that the change
is real or permanent. But when you add to the warming
surface waters data that the deep water basins of the Gulf
of Maine are experiencing influxes of very warm water, as
well as the evidence of significant changes in lobster settlement, the right whale population and herring landings, I’d
say it’s about time to pay attention.
Whatever you believe about the reasons for the changes in
the Gulf of Maine, the data show that it is altering. These
changes have been and will continue to affect lobster populations, as well as those tiny zooplankton that are so vital
for the other creatures, like lobster, right whales and herring, with which we share the ocean.
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY
The MLA Board met on April 11 in Belfast. Kristan Porter welcomed the board
as MLA’s new president. Andi Pelletier provided an update on the ongoing
spring membership campaign which is going well.
V-notching — the MLA board revisited its discussion on how to ensure fair interpretation of Maine’s V-notch standard. Patrice asked DMR about the possibility of reissuing the V-notch poster that Marine Patrol had distributed a while
back. DMR is very open to this and willing to work with the MLA to get educational materials out to officers and lobstermen. There was also discussion of
the benefits of using a stainless steel V-notch tool versus the end of the gauge
to cut the notch since there’s concern that flippers are ripped off or mutilated
when the end of the gauge is used. The stainless v-notch tool is durable and
consistently makes a clean “V” in the tail. Board members believe that use of
the tool would maximize the benefit of V-notching lobsters, improve the quality of each lobster, and minimize potential harm. Given the recent predictions
for a slow decline in landings, this is more important than ever. MLA is following up with DMR lobster biologists to learn if various methods of V-notching
impact lobster conservation or the quality and health of the lobster.
Legislative Update — the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative was reauthorized for three more years and the temporary medical allowance for lobstermen was expanded from a maximum of one year to a maximum of two
years. No other lobster related legislation was passed.
Right Whales — Patrice updated the board on the issues concerning right
whales. Several science and conservation groups have mounted a one-sided
media campaign that has put all the blame for the poor state of right whales
on the fishing industry. The MLA has been working tirelessly to educate the
media on the Maine lobster industry’s strong efforts and positive track record
on whales, and to broaden the discussion to include the impacts of changing
ocean conditions on whales. The Portland Press Herald ran a much more balanced article in early April. The MLA attended both the ropeless fishing and the
weak rope/gear marking Take Reduction Team (TRT) subgroups. These were
not decision-making meetings; instead they were to raise issues to help NMFS
better understand the feasibility of these potential management approaches.
NMFS will prepare reports for full consideration by the TRT this fall.
Erin Summers update the board on the grant DMR received to conduct a threeyear research project to better inform future whale rules which will begin this
summer. The MLA is a partner in this study. The research will include: 1) a voluntary survey to collect data from lobstermen on buoy lines and surface systems to document the gear currently in use; 2) collecting used buoy lines for
break-strength testing to determine the functional breaking strength of ropes
currently fished by lobstermen; 3) placing load cells aboard lobster boats to
test for the maximum loads needed under extreme working conditions such
as hang downs, set overs or storms; 4) model results from vertical line breaking and load cells to identify impacts of proposed conservation measures such
as weak rope; and 5) test operational feasibility and safety of proposed gear
modifications. There is strong interest from lobstermen, including MLA board
members, to participate in this work. The Commissioner thanked the board
for MLA’s excellent work on this project and the Association’s close coordination with the department. He stressed the importance of having a unified voice
from Maine on whale issues.
The MLA held an industry whale meeting in February with approximately 50
lobstermen from around the state. The group discussed the whale issue and
brainstormed strategies for Maine moving forward. The MLA will be holding
additional industry meetings around the state this spring. There has been no
action on any of the lawsuits filed by environmental organizations to date.
Wind — the MLA discussed the continued movement to development wind
farms along the Atlantic coast. The Board expressed its strong discomfort with
any citing of wind farms off the Maine coast given the cultural and economic
importance of the Gulf of Maine’s fisheries. The board believes that the ecological diversity of the Gulf of Maine remains far more valuable than any energy
that could be generated from it. Further, the board is concerned that Maine is
unlikely to benefit from any offshore energy development since the energy will
flow to the grid to feed the large urban areas south of the state. The MLA tabled
discussion on additional wind issues until the June meeting.
Tier 4 Engines — the MLA has been working with Mack Boring and EPA to
revisit the new Tier 4 engine requirements which are overly burdensome and
inappropriate for the lobster fishery. The goal is to advocate for reversing these
requirements and reveringt to the Tier 3 standards for Maine lobster boats.
New Business
Fall elections — MLA will coordinate with other fishing groups to organize a
strategy to educate candidates about Maine’s fishing industries.
Plastic Traps — Concern was raised over the potential for traps made of plastic to
be adopted in the lobster industry over time. The industry must be wary of introducing more plastic into the ocean. The discussion was tabled for discussion this fall.

Committees — the MLA Board will form a finance and a legislative committee.
Meeting schedule – MLA Directors meetings will be held at 5pm at Nautilus
Restaurant in Belfast on May 9, June 6, July 11 and September 5.
LOBSTER ADVISORY COUNCIL
The Lobster Advisory Council (LAC) met in Augusta on April 5. Erin Summers
provided an update on whales. The TRT held two subgroup meetings focused
on ropeless fishing and weak rope. These were not regulatory discussions but
rather provided the agency feedback on operational feasibility, cost, safety, enforcement and gear conflict concerns. NMFS will create a memo describing
the outcome of each meeting. The full TRT will be apprised of this work during
the fall meeting. Summers also described a three-year grant received by DMR
to work with states from Maine to Connecticut on the whale issue. The project
will collect baseline data on how vertical lines are fished, the functional breaking strength of those ropes, use load cells to document the working loads need
to haul gear and work with UMaine to model the results and guide management discussions.
The Commissioner explained that there are two lawsuits file by conservation groups against NMFS pushing for more stringent whale regulations. Max
Strahan filed a third suit in Massachusetts. DMR is consulting with Maine’s
Attorney General office on how to respond. The Commissioner stressed the
need for members of the industry to work together on this issue and speak with
a united voice. The state is looking to NMFS for guidance on what solutions
may be acceptable if new rules are put in place.
The DMR is expecting to experience a $600,000 shortfall in the lobster management fund, which is funded by trap tag sales, over the next two years. The
Commissioner is exploring options to fill the gap but hopes to maintain trap
tag fees over the next two years and look for funds elsewhere. However, there
could be an increase in the cost of replacement tags. Due to the budget gap, the
DMR is not able to spend money from other accounts at this time. Therefore,
the LAC will not make any recommendations on Seed Fund expenditures until
the shortfall is resolved.
DMR announced lobster landings in March at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum.
2017 was a good year, with more than 110 million pounds landed valued at
$434 million, but down from 2016. The Commissioner commended the collaboration between the Maine Lobster Dealers Association and Colby College
to document the economic contribution of the lobster supply chain to Maine,
valued at another $1 billion.
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) has a public seat that
needs to be filled. A list of nine names to fill the Public Member seat were generated by the MLMC Board and presented to the Lobster Advisory Council
(LAC). The LAC didn’t make any recommendations at their April meeting, but
will continue to collect further information for a future LAC meeting.
The Commissioner informed the LAC that new menhaden rules are in the
works but not yet published. The Department received many constructive
comments and it reworked part of the rules to reflect that input. To deal with
concerns regarding enforcement of the 6,000-pound limit, the DMR intends
to require that fish must be in trays or barrels and not loose on deck so that
Marine Patrol Officers can estimate the catch. If menhaden come to Maine, it
is likely the that state quota will be caught quickly. Maine then will be eligible
to participate in the episodic quota. The small-scale fishery will only open if the
episodic quota is caught.
Marine Patrol reported three new candidates at the Academy. DMR is working to fill the Challenger boat captain position out of Portland (the Challenger
is being replaced). The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)
approved Addendum 26 to the lobster plan. Maine will have five years to phase
in 100% harvester reporting. The costs will be paid by ACCSP, not the state.
Ten-minute squares will be added to the existing reporting program in 2019 to
improve the spatial resolution of data. ASMFC is also considering a subgroup
to explore creating a pilot VMS program for lobster.
MLA Navigator Bridget Thornton reminded industry members that she can
help with health care questions, including identifying primary care doctors.
Gerry Cushman raised concerns over the Monhegan wind project and is upset
that Monhegan fishermen will receive financial benefit from the development.
The Commmissioner explained that DMR has no jurisdiction over contracts
entered into between private parties. DMR only has the authority to comment
on permits once they are filed and no permits have yet been filed for DMR to
comment on the project. The LAC’s role is to give the DMR and Legislature
advice. DMR will consult with the LAC when any permits are filed regarding
the wind project. Several LAC members volunteered to work with DMR on this
when permits are filed.
DMR was asked about the status of the state Lobster Fisheries Management
Plan (FMP). It has been on hold due to limited staff time. A question was raised
Continued on page 10
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA continued from page 9

regarding how much of an issue microplastics have become for lobster. Erin
Pelletier at the Gulf of Maine Lobster Foundation was recommended as a person to ask about this issue. The next LAC meeting will be scheduled in the fall.
HERRING
Atlantic Herring Landings
For Data through April 26, 2018
Cumulative
Total Annual
% of Quota
Catch YTD
Quota
1A*
-31,962
-1B
-3,649
-2
6,582
31,137
21%
3
1,044
43,853
2%
Total
7,631
100,969*
7.5%
*Quota June 1 thru Sept 30 = 21,910; Oct 1 thru Dec 31 -= 8,192

Area

2017 landings as
of 04/20
--3,247
3,110
6,357

The New England Fishery Management anticipates scheduling public hearings
to receive comment on Amendment 8 of the Atlantic herring FMP in mid-May,
with a 45-day comment period. The Council will vote on its recommended action for Amendment 8 during its September 2018 meeting.
The ASMFC Days Out meeting to determine effort controls for Trimester 2 of
Area 1A is scheduled for April 25. All herring harvesters possessing a Category
A Limited Access Permit for the Atlantic herring fishery are required to submit
a declaration of intent to harvest for Trimester 2 (June to September) of Area
1A by April 15th to herring.dmr@maine.gov. Harvesters must send the name
of the permit holder, permit number, vessel name, gear type to be used, vessel
capacity (pounds or number of trucks) and contact phone/email.
The ASMFC herring plan requires harvesters to notify states of their intent to
fish in Area 1A and the gear type they will be using at least 45 days prior to the
start of the fishing season. If more vessels declare intent to participate in the
fishery than actually go fishing, the weekly landing limit per vessel could be
overly restrictive and result in an underutilization of the Trimester 2 quota.
During the fishing season, states will agree on changes to the weekly landing

limit, as necessary. ASMFC will publish the initial weekly landing limit and any
adjustments thereafter.
Area 1A will remain closed until June 1 and Area 1B until May 1. In March,
NMFS prohibited Atlantic herring midwater trawl vessels from directed fishing in the Mid-Atlantic/Southern New England Catch Cap Area, which encompasses the nearshore portion of Area 2, after projecting that the fishery’s river
herring/shad catch cap had been harvested. The herring midwater trawl possession limit is 2,000 pounds in this area until December 31, 2018. The Atlantic
mackerel fishery, which is managed by the Mid-Atlantic Council, also reached
its river herring/shad catch cap. Effective February 27, NMFS prohibited federally-permitted mackerel vessels from possessing more than 20,000 pounds of
mackerel per trip through December 31, 2018.
RIGHT WHALE UPDATE — NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
On April 18, Mike Asaro from NMFS updated the New England Fishery
Management Council (NEFMC) on the status of right whale management efforts. The full TRT plans to hold a meeting in the fall to consider measures that
may be necessary to reduce the effects of gillnet and trap/pot gear entanglements on right whales. There are two TRT subgroups investigate the feasibility
of ropeless fishing and whale release rope and gear marking.
The TRT Subgroups are non-decision-making groups focused on feasibility discussions such as: Does the technology exist for ropeless fishing or whale release
rope (or when will it exist)? Will it work (or what is the process to learn if it will
work)? Is it cost-effective (or what is the development time needed to make
it cost-effective)? Both subgroups have met twice via webinar and in-person.
NFMS expects to complete the feasibility report in the summer and share with
the full TRT in October to inform discussions moving forward.
The Ropeless Fishing Subgroup determined that further investigation of ropeless technology is supported, but it must involve the fishing industry in research and development. Furthermore, the subgroup suggests that ropeless
fishing might be allowed in closed areas and requests that the full TRT develop
“best practice” criteria for where and how ropeless investigations, especially
if in closed areas, occur. Ropeless technology is not a near-term solution. The
group identified specific feasibility concerns and identified some best practice
considerations for the full TRT to include in the feasibility report.
The Whale Release Rope/Gear Marking Subgroup identified several themes
during discussions. Shifting distribution of whales makes it difficult to evaluate effectiveness of current measures or to design new measures. The lack
of data on existing fixed gear (relative distribution and abundance of various
diameter lines fished or functional breaking strength) confounds attempts to
interpret the significance of the relationship between reduced serious injury
and low breaking strength gear. The ASMFC has new reporting requirements
beginning in 2019 and NMFS is developing a supplemental gear data report to
help fill this data gap.
Several potential concepts of whale release rope were discussed. Ideas included reduced strength “tag line” connecting the surface system to extended
groundlines, hollow, weak “sleeves” inserted into line at intervals to reduce
breaking strength, or 1700 lb. manufactured breaking strength line. Feasibility
considerations to be discussed by the full TRT include safety, scalability across
region and fisheries, enforceability, operational considerations such as time,
costs, breakage, depths, and bottom type, and evidence and evaluation of relative contribution to overall recovery efforts.
128TH LEGISLATURE SECOND SESSION WRAP-UP
The statutory adjournment for the 128th Legislature was April 18. The
Legislature considered several bills that could impact the lobster industry during the second session; two bills became law.
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative was reauthorized through October
2021. The reauthorization includes status quo on fees, a three-year sunset, formal establishment of an executive committee and tasked the Department of
Marine Resources with investigating whether the fee structure for dealers could
be amended to reflect the amount of lobster handled to minimize financial burden on smaller businesses. The DMR will report its findings in January 2019.
The temporary medical allowance for lobstermen was expanded from a oneyear to a two-consecutive year maximum, but a new terminal medical allowance was not created.
Legislation to amend pilotage requirements for vessels providing regularly
scheduled passenger ferry service between Bar Harbor, Maine and Yarmouth,
Nova Scotia was defeated. Legislation to open the fishway on the Sheepscot
River in Palermo from April 15 to June 1 was also defeated.
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
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WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com
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19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com
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AQUAMESH®
A Legacy of Success
– Since 1980 –

At Riverdale Mills we firmly believe that success is not a coincidence, it
is based on consistent and measurable results. AQUAMESH® has been
manufactured the same way for over three decades using an exclusive
Galvanizing After Welding and automated PVC coating process.
AQUAMESH® is welded and then galvanized with a thick layer of zinc
and finished with a proprietary marine grade PVC coating that is
engineered to withstand saltwater environments. Our specialized
manufacturing process and commitment to excellence ensures that
AQUAMESH® will outlast and outfish its competitors and continue to
deliver exceptional results year after year. With over 38 years of proven
performance, it is no surprise that AQUAMESH® is the best-selling and
most trusted marine wire in the industry. Now, that’s what we call success.

H

MAINE

1.800.762.6374 | 1.508.234.8400
info@riverdale.com | www.riverdale.com

HAMILTON

MARINE
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406 MHz. Completely waterproof. 6 Year Non-Haz Mat battery. 6 Year warranty. Features
a Stainless Steel antenna.
USCG/GMDSS Approved.

Cat II Manual

Cat I Auto
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Immersion Suit
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Hi-vis yellow accents. Removable head pillow. Articulated
arms for easier donning.

$

34999 $46999

14" High, Soft Toe
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with reflective tape.
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Order# 748930
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UV/Weather resistant, low odor, fast drying, easy soap and
water cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow, Green,
Blue, Black or White. 6HDUFK+0/%3

$

SDLU

1499 QT $4999 GAL
See just how tough
our buoy paint is!

%DLW%DJV

Highly polished
corrosion-resistant
stainless steel covers
and handle. Takes 33C
and 43C type cables.

Many sizes
in stock!

23749

TEL-CH5200P
Order# 735916

$

PUR-15463
Order# 127675

:DWWV

6HDUFK+0/%%

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

In-Sight Offshore
$XWRPDWLF0DQXDO,QŴDWDEOH3)'
Heavy-duty nylon shell with neoprene
FRPIRUWFROODU62/$6UHŴHFWLYHWDSH
In-Sight window shows armed status.
LIMITED QUANTITIES!
$
99 Reg 149.99 SAVE

99

1999

26

$

50

Orange

Red

Order# 752862

Order# 761645

Plastic.
No Holes.

$

PUR-15463HD
Order# 735613

RVS-1409A
Order# 743829

)LVK7RWHV

HML-BASKET-PAS
Order# 118243

:DWWV

26999

Plastic with handles
and holes for draining.
1 bushel
capacity.

Color
Black
Blue

Dimensions
Capacity Order# SELL
28"Lx16"Wx11"D 70 Liters 118291 16.99
28"Lx16"Wx14"D 85 Liters 760085 24.99

7KH2ULJLQDO0DQ/LQH3RW:DUS

(OHFWULF5RSH
Cutting Guns

VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!

$

)LVK%DVNHW

$

SCAN THIS QR CODE!

Twin-S Controls

$

2999

Adult Universal

6HDUFK&1.

HMG-A660

24999

7\SH,2IIVKRUH
Life Vest

)RXO:HDWKHU*HDU

Search#
*5'

Atlas 660 M-2XL

USCG APPROVED
Wide legs for quick donning. Includes whistle
and storage bag.

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

&KLQRRN.LFN$[H%RRWV
Oil and slip resistant
sole, removable insole,
durable seamless waterproof construction. Rugged multi-lug outsole.

$GXOW8QLYHUVDO&ROG:DWHU
Immersion Suit

97

3619

VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!

Search#
HMP-MAN

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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Bids Now Accepted - P/V Challenge II

RDR LOBSTER
AND SHELLFISH
Trenton & Jonesboro, Maine

weigh and pay
open year-round
The Maine Department of Marine Resources, Bureau of Marine Patrol
is seeking bids for the purchase of the Patrol Vessel Challenge II. The
Challenge II is a 1997 46-foot Jarvis Newman. It is powered by a
VOLVO TAMD 163P with approximately 14,000 hours. The Challenge
II has an 8KW generator and a full electronics package. The vessel is set
XSIRUOREVWHU¿VKLQJDQGKDVEHORZGHFNKROGLQJWDQNV,WLV¿QLVKHG
with a galley and accommodations. All bids must be submitted on a “P/V
Challenge Bid Form” available online at www.maine.gov/dmr. Bids must
be in a sealed enveloped marked “Challenge Bid” and mailed to:

all bonuses paid
up front!

Maine Marine Patrol, ATTN: Challenge Bid, 21 SHS, Augusta ME 04333.
A viewing of the Challenge II will be conducted on May 25, 2018 at
11:00 a.m. at 2 Portland Fish Pier, Portland, Maine.
All bids must be received by 4:00
p.m. on May 31, 2018. Bids will be
opened on June 4, 2018 at 1:00 p.m.
Bidders need not be present for the
bid opening. The winning bidder will
EHQRWL¿HGE\SKRQHDQGHPDLOFor
more information, visit
www.maine.gov/dmr

207-667-2250 or
rdrlobster@yahoo.com

Global demand for Maine
lobsters continues to rise.
But shipping lobsters
abroad is no easy task.

Our Experts Are Your Solution To Make
Your International Logistics Simple
WE ARE:
t Experts in shipping perishables
t A TSA Certified Cargo Screening Facility (CCSF)
t Consultants in the latest trade regulations, laws
and requirements

t On-site, full-time NOAA Seafood Inspector
t Customer satisfaction driven
t Here to assist you in growing and protecting
your business

That’s why so many lobster companies rely on
Perishables by OCEANAIR
Please contact us for rates, service & solutions
Perishables by OCEANAIR
186A Lee Burbank Highway
Revere, MA 02151

Tel: (781) 286-2700
www.oceanair.net
perishables@oceanair.net

May 2018 | LANDINGS | Page 15
Sargent continued from page 1

Sargent remembers fishing with his father one
day as a young boy when the two saw a whale
far offshore. “One of my dad’s friends was captain on a whale-watching boat and he called
us on the radio to let us know he’d spotted it.
He knew we wanted to see one,” Sargent recalled. He has never seen a whale since then.
Sargent and his two younger siblings, who
now are also lobstermen, learned their trade
as their father had learned his: on the water.
Cappy Sargent took all three — Mike, his sister
Whitney and brother William — aboard his
boat as sternmen, a hard job made no easier
for them as the captain’s offspring. “He wanted
us to be up to snuff on all the marine laws, to
be the best in everything we did,” Sargent recalled. By the time he was 15, Sargent had his
first boat, a little 15-foot open skiff, and a hundred lobster traps of his own. He continued
to work for his father on the weekends; after
school his father helped him haul his traps.
Sargent graduated from Narraguagus High
School in 2011 and headed to Maine Maritime
Academy in Castine. His father had instilled
in him a love of the sea but also a recognition
that furthering his education would be a good
investment. So Sargent began studying marine
engineering operations. He bought a larger
lobster boat, a 29-foot Novi. Once again his father was involved. “We rebuilt it the summer
after freshman year,” he said.

But even more dramatic rules were in the offing.
Over the years his father had participated in research with Department of Marine Resources
(DMR) scientists and others to better understand
the lobster stock and lobstermen’s role as stewards of that resource. Cappy allowed sea samplers to accompany him on his trips in order to
record what he hauled in the traps on a given day,
a vital bit of data collected by DMR since 2000.
Laura Ludwig, now with the Center for Coastal
Studies on Cape Cod, was one of those sea-samplers. “We went out in the winter of 2005-2006.
I’d meet Cappy at the boat at 3 a.m., which was a
little early for me. Cappy said something like ‘It’s
not early if you got to bed at 7 p.m.’ He was never
late, he never cancelled, he never called in sick,”
she recalled. “And that guy could splice. He was a
master splicer. He could splice a gangion into a
groundline faster than I can tie a knot.”
Cappy Sargent, left, taught his son,Mike how to be a
steward of ocean resources as well as a skilled fisherman.
Photo above, courtesy of M. Sargent. Photo below, M.
Waterman.

Balancing college studies with lobstering filled
Sargent’s days. “I would fish 600 to 700 traps
until school started [in September] then take
up about half. I would fish those after school
until about November.” The commute, from
his home in Milbridge to Castine and back,
added up to nearly 600 miles per week.
Sargent received his undergraduate degree
in 2015 then took a look around. Marine engineering jobs were few and far between that
year. He had purchased another, larger boat
which could lobster safely offshore, where he and his father had fished. So, after
lobstering within the three-mile limit for the remainder of 2015, he headed out
in June, 2016, federal lobster permit in hand, accompanied by Cappy. “My dad
came with me to help set five trawls and taught me how to run [Loran] lines,”
Sargent said.
Their collaboration was short-lived. On July 2, Cappy Sargent died unexpectedly.
Sargent became a full-time lobsterman soon after the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) mandated a radical change in lobstering practices. Since 1997,
lobstermen in Maine and the other New England states had been required to
make alterations in their fishing gear in order to protect large whales, such as
the North Atlantic right whale, from becoming entangled. As the plan evolved,
lobstermen had to work weak links into the top of their buoy lines to enable
the lines to break if a whale should snag the rope with its mouth, tail or flippers. “I remember building buoys with my dad years ago. It was the time that
breakaway swivels came in [a mechanism that allows the buoy to detach if it is
snagged by a whale]. We would have to burn out the old spindles and set in new
breakaways. It took forever!” Sargent recalled.

Carl Wilson, director of DMR’s Marine Science
Bureau, found Cappy Sargent eager to take part
in any number of research projects. “Sea sampling, crab trap experiments, Jonah crab surveys. He served on the Lobster Advisory Council
for a time. With Cappy, you always got an unvarnished opinion,” Wilson said. He also assisted
the DMR in identifying where, exactly, deep sea
coral lay in the area around Eastern Schoodic
Ridge, helping to define more precisely the area
of concern to federal regulators.
“He was kind of ornery about regulations but
honestly, what Cappy said made a lot of sense.
He had a perspective that most guys did not
have,” Ludwig added.

In 2009, NMFS instituted a challenging new regulation for lobstermen. Previously multiple lobster traps set together, called a trawl, were connected with polypropylene rope which floated
in the water. Depending on how the traps lay
on the sea floor, the rope could rise and make
loops between the traps, loops that could potentially entangle whales. NMFS declared that all
groundlines, as these connecting ropes are called, must be replaced with rope
that sank onto the bottom. Lobstermen were faced with the cost of converting
all their groundlines to the new, more expensive sinking line.
Ludwig, who was working for the Gulf of Maine Foundation at the time, coordinated a rope buy-back project funded with federal money. She travelled
along the Maine coast to designated sites where lobstermen could bring their
floating rope and exchange it, by the pound, for vouchers to buy sinking rope.
In three years, the rope buy-back project collected over 2 million pounds of
groundline from over 1,154 Maine lobstermen. Ludwig reported that over 1
million pounds of floating rope went to Conigliaro Industries in Framingham,
Massachusetts, where it was used as a lightweight aggregate in concrete products. Other rope was recycled into door mats and other crafts. Cappy and his
son were active proponents of the rope buy-back project. “Cappy maintained
two sets of groundlines for his nearshore gear and his offshore lengtheners. It
was a tremendous amount of work for him to rerig everything and then learn
how to fish it safely,” recalled Ludwig. “But he made it work.”
Continued on page 23

Thanking Maine fishermen and their families for all their efforts!

proudly working in collaboration with fishermen for the last 30 years to keep our
oceans sustainable, and promote Maine lobsters worldwide.
South Portland * Boothbay Harbor * Milbridge * Prospect Harbor * Swans Island * Eastport

Proudly working in
partnership with Maine’s
Lobstermen providing live
lobsters around the world.

We are currently looking to add
maine lobster wharfs and fishermen
co-ops to our supply chain.
Please call owner Tom Adams 207363-0876
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRONICS

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.

Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626 nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT
REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

10% off list price on all marine electronic
products

FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Alliance Rubber Company
201 Carpenter Dam Rd
Hot Springs, AR 71913
jsammons@alliance-rubber.com
www.rubberband.com
10% off custom printed lobster bands
Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial
fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
Pack Edge
Jim Freeman
340 Presumpscot St
Portland, ME 04103
207-799-6600
jfreeman@packedgeinc.com
www.packedgeinc.com
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY
ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
INSURANCE
Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com
Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com
Chicken of the Sea Frozen Foods
20 Ladd St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-2220
adaughan@cosff.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com
GetMaineLobster.com
Mark Murrell
315 Fore St.
Portland, ME 04101
866-562-4817
info@getmainelobster.com
www.getmainelobster.com
55% discount on any retail item, not
valid on specials or already discounted items. Contact MLA for discount
code.
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street, Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335
Quoddy Bay Lobster, Inc.
Shelly Griffin
7 Sea St
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-6640
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s
Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
MEDICAL
Slocum Chiropractic
Dr. Tim Coffin
26 Bath Rd
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-725-4222
drtimcoffin@gmail.com
www.slocumchiro.com
$25 initail consult & nervous system
scan ($150 value)
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts.
New propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning

New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers,
shafting, and related items, sales and
repairs.
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837, Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off liftraft repack, $50 off new
liferaft purchase at both locations.
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at
Friendship store. Cannot be added to
other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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Fishing, Marine & Industrial

DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Show your MLA card and save!
Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must shoe MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846

Boat Builders/Repairs
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
Bass Harbor, ME -- $1,000 off final price of
hull with MLA membership. 207-244-3795
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Chiropractic

Alliance Rubber
Hot Springs, AR -- 10% off custom printed
lobster bands. www.rubberband.com
Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ
North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service. 603-418-0470
Winterport Boot Shop
Brewer, ME -- 10% discount on all Muck,
%DIÀQ6HUYXVDQG78))VDIHW\WRHDQG
non-safety toe boots. Show MLA card or
order online with discount code available
IURP0/$RIÀFH

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders. 800-560-6090

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables. 207-767-2136

Legal Services

Slocum Chiropractic: a Maine Vitality Center
Nicholas H Walsh PA, Maritime Law
Brunswick, ME-- $25 inital visit and nervous
Portland, ME -- 20% off legal services
system scan. Value $125. 207-725-4222
207-772-2191

Electronic Equipment
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products excluding MRP
products. 207-691-3993
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Financial & Investment
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.
207-622-3772

Fuel
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Museums & Entertainment

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fisherman
Portland, ME -- Special annual subscription
rate for members. Contact the MLA for more
info 207-967-4555

Propellers
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
603-617-3626
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Chase Leavitt Co.
Portland, Ellsworth -- %5 off service fee
for liferaft repack OR $50 off new liferaft
purchase w/ MLA card or current Maine
CF card www.chaseleavitt.com
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be
combined with other promotions. 207363-0220

Cross Insurance Center
Portland, ME -- Member-only discounts for
select shows, Call the MLA for more info

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies

Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial
ÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Lobster & Seafood
&UD]\/REVWHUDQG6KHOOÀVK
Port Chester, NY -- 20% off the entire site
ZZZFUD]\OREVWHUVKHOOÀVKFRP
Get Maine Lobster.com
Portland, ME -- 55% off any retail priced item.
Not valid on specials or already discounted items.
Contact MLA for discount code 207-967-4555
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 207-963-5857

Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store. Cannot be
combined with other discounts. 207-354-2545
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps. Must
show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Vessel Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discntd vessel insurance
plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last
5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, No
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers
207-370-1883
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YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE: Are you uninsured or need help paying for medicine?
By Bridget Thornton
With rising prices in the health insurance Marketplace and very specific guidelines to qualify for Medicaid (MaineCare) and Medicare, many people find
themselves without any affordable options to receive health or dental care, or
to get prescriptions filled.
Did you know that Maine has a large network of free and sliding-scale clinics? These clinics are located across the state in regional health centers and local hospitals. While the free clinics typically only see those that are uninsured,
regional health centers welcome everyone regardless of insurance status. For
people without insurance, these centers offer a sliding-scale fee based on income. The clinics and health centers typically offer a full range of primary care
services, and some also provide mental health counseling, support and recovery groups, chronic disease management, case management, insurance enrollment assistance, and oral health services.
If you live in Cumberland, Kennebec, Knox, Lincoln, Waldo, or York Counties,
you also have access to the CarePartners program which helps people get primary care and specialty care with support services, such as case management
and low-cost medicines. To enroll or for more information about CarePartners,
call 1-877-626-1684.
In addition, hospitals in Maine must provide free care to those that qualify. You
have a right to get “medically necessary” care at any hospital in Maine, even if
you can’t pay for it. Some hospitals offer sliding-scale discounts based on your
income as well.
While we often think of physical health when it comes to healthcare, oral health
plays an important role in your overall well-being. Dental disease affects people of all ages and is highly preventable with regular checkups. Many people
do not have dental insurance, but they do have access to dental clinics. These
dental clinics operate the same way many health clinics do, by providing free or
low-cost services to everyone.

Prescription drug costs can be a huge
headache, but here in Maine we have
programs to help reduce the cost of
prescriptions. There are state programs
like MaineCare, MedAccess, ME Rx Plus,
and Drugs for the Elderly and Disabled
(DEL). These programs are based on
household size, income, and sometimes
assets.
You may also find programs to help with
medical costs through your local pharmacy, such as Hannaford, or through
general assistance provided by your
town office. Some of these programs
have income or other guidelines for
their help, and some do not. You can call
1-800-965-7476 for more information on
how to access these programs.

Bridget Thornton is the MLA’s
Have you heard about $4 generics? An
health insurance Navigator.
easy way to save on prescriptions is by
MLA photo.
using generics. Generic medications
are usually much cheaper than brand
name drugs. Many large retail pharmacies have started providing generic medications for only $4, regardless of your
income or insurance status. Smaller, local pharmacies sometimes have generous discount programs as well. It’s a good idea to call the pharmacies nearest
to you and ask about any discount programs they may offer.
Don’t let being uninsured stop you from getting the care you need and deserve.
If you need help finding a local health or dental clinic or a prescription drug
assistance program, call the MLA at 207-967-4555 or email Bridget at bridget@
mainelobstermen.org.

Health clinics operating in Maine’s coastal counties
FREE HEALTH CLINICS
Androscoggin County:
Free clinic of L-A, Trinity Jubilee Center *
207-782-5700
Cumberland County:
Portland Community Free Clinic *
207-874-8982

COASTAL COUNTY HEALTH CLINICS WITH
SLIDING SCALE PAYMENT OPTIONS

Arthur Jewell Community Health Center
Brooks 207-722-3488

Cumberland County:
Portland Community Health Center
Portland 207-874-2141

Stockton Springs Regional Health Center
Stockton Springs 207-567-4000

Hancock County:
Bucksport Regional Health Center
Bucksport 207-469-7371

Hancock County:
Ellsworth Free Clinic *
207-667-7953

Knox County:
The Medical Center on Vinalhaven
Vinalhaven 207-863-4341

Knox County:
Knox County Health Clinic *
Rockland 207-921-6996

Lincoln County:
MaineHealth / Lincoln Medical Partners
The John F. Andrews Family Care Center
Boothbay Harbor 207-633-7820
Damariscotta 207-563-4777
Waldoboro 207-832-6394
Wiscasset 207-882-7911

Sagadahoc County:
Oasis Free Clinic *
207-721-9277
York County:
Leavitt’s Mill Health Center *
207-929-6455

Sheepscot Valley Health Center, Coopers Mills
207-549-7581

New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting
Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Miles Family Medicine,
Damariscotta
207-563-4383
Sagadahoc County:
Richmond Health Center
Richmond 207-737-4359
Waldo County:
Belfast Family Planning
& Primary Care, Belfast
207-338-3736
Walker Health Center,
Liberty
207-589-4509

Searsport Health Center
207-548-2475
Winterport Community Health Center
207-223-0965
Seaport Community Health Center
Belfast 207-338-6900
Washington County:
Arnold Memorial Medical Center
Jonesport 207-497-5614
Milbridge Medical Center 207-546-2391
Healthways Regional Health Center
Lubec 207-733-5541
East Machias 207-255-0102
Calais 207-454-1491
East Grand Health Center
Danforth 207-448-2347
Eastport Health Care
Eastport 207-853-6001
Machias Behavioral Health 207-255-3400
Machias Family Practice 207-255-8290
Machias Podiatry Clinic 207-255-8290
Calais Behavioral Health 207-454-3022
Calais Podiatry Clinic 207-454-8300
Harrington Family Health Center
Harrington 207-483-4502
St. Croix Regional Family Health Center
Princeton 207-796-5503
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Attention Maine Lobstermen
The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) has begun an IndustryBased Trawl Survey for Gulf of Maine cod (Cod IBS) aboard the F/V Miss Emily. The
survey area includes federal waters off of the coast of Maine, specifically in lobster
zones: E, F, and G. The survey started on April 1st, 2018 and ends on July 31st, 2018.
Tow locations will be announced monthly on MA DMF website, social media, and the
MA DMF listserv. To receive real time text message updates of the survey go to the MA
DMF Website and sign up or call Bill Hoffman at 978-282-0308 ext 106. Additionally,
the survey vessel will monitor VHF channel 16 during survey operations. In order to
avoid gear conflicts, MA DMF respectively requests that fixed gear be temporarily removed from the tow locations during survey times.
May 2018 tow locations adjacent to the Maine coast detailed in maps below

For future month tow locations visit www.mass.gov/marinefisheries and visit the Cod IBS project page.

New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”

We carry:
Printed and Non Printed
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo

LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

Worcester Cow Hide Bait

200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Lobster Bands

We carry Regular and Hairless Bait
Call for Special Pricing on both 5 pail
purchases and pallet (20 pails) purchases
“One week notice needed on pallet purchases”

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear

HYDRO-SLAVE

BUOYS:
Spongex
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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PEOPLE OF THE COAST: Kathy Clark, Swan’s Island
By Melissa Waterman
It’s a good feeling to know that you are doing what you really like to do for
your work. That describes Kathy Clark’s perspective of her role as Swan’s Island
Fishermen’s Co-op general manager. “Sometimes the thing you least expect to
do is the one you like the most,” she said.
Clark, 73, did not come to the world of lobster by birth.
She began life on a farm outside Rutland, Vermont, where
her parents had moved from New York state. After some
years her father moved the family to Massachusetts where
he worked in construction. After Clark married her husband, Roy, the couple decided to move back to Vermont,
settling near the Canadian border in the sparsely populated Northeast Kingdom, near Lake
Memphremagog.
But the couple had an itch for the sea.
They saw an article about the island
of Frenchboro and, intrigued, went to
visit. “We liked the area but with a child
in high school we thought it was too remote,” Clark recalled. Instead they decided to move to the town of Hancock
on the mainland. Over the years they
explored the Downeast coast, visiting
Swan’s Island several times. “We moved
out here in 1995,” Clark said. “Some people thought we were crazy.” But, having
lived in a small town in rural Vermont,
Clark found life on Swan’s Island similar.
“There we didn’t go out much at night,
which was fine. Here you really can’t go
out at night,” she laughed.
Clark found a job at Downeast Horizons
in Bar Harbor, a non-profit organization
working with developmentally chal-

lenged people, while her husband worked first at the island store, then as a
carpenter and sternman. When the Swan’s Island Fishermen’s Co-op bookkeeper left, Clark was asked if she would be willing to work a few hours doing
the weekly checks. The answer was “yes.” Soon she was working three days on
the mainland and three days for the co-op. Eventually the trips to the mainland
stopped.
The Swan’s Island Co-op has 35 members, plus other island
fishermen who sell to the co-op on a regular basis. Those
lobstermen fish in the island’s Lobster Conservation Zone,
in which they can set 600 traps. Because of the ideal bottom
around the island and its constantly cold waters, the co-op
remains busy. “We have very good lobsters. They are in demand,” Clark says simply.
Clark keeps track of what comes over the
wharf, the different dealers whose trucks
shuttle to and from the island via ferry,
the bait costs – all the financial details
that can make or break the co-op’s profitability. But through it all she keeps a
balanced view of the business and the
different characters she must deal with.
“The names and faces are different [ from
those she knew in Vermont] but the issues are pretty much the same,” she said.
“There are good people, bad people, people who get worried about one thing or
another.”
That non-judgmental point of view is
just one of Clark’s many valuable traits,
according to Kenny Lemoine, a longtime
co-op member. “Kathy is very honest,
easy-going and considerate. She jumps
in when something needs to be done and
doesn’t brag herself up. They don’t come
any better,” Lemoine said.

Just as the Swan’s Island Fishermen’s Co-op is an integral part of
the island, so too Kathy Clark has become an essential part of the
Co-op, a job to which she brings an easy-going nature and sound
managerial skills. Photos courtesy of J. Devenney.
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Independent Journalism
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VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

NEW ENGLAND’S
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We Would Like to Thank Our Advertisers
for Their Support Over the Last 22 Years
That support helps make the Fishermen’s Voice
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to Cape Cod find
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McMillan Offshore
Survival Training &
Maine Maritime Academy
U.S.C.G. Accepted Fishing Vessel
Drill Conductor Training

This is the course required in Maine’s Lobster Apprentice
Program & for federal permit holders

John McMillan — Fishing Vessel
Drill Conductor
www.mcmillanoffshore.com

jmcmcmillan@mcmillanoffshore.com

207-338-1603 Cell: 207-233-0787

MLA Members receive 25% discount on training!
(Lobstermen: talk to me about holding a class in your town)
Classes scheduled for May 6 - Stonington; May 12 Jonesport; May 19 - Belfast; June 7 - Portland;
June 22 - Phippsburg

U.S.C.G. F/V examiners

Brian Smith
Kevin Plowman
Dan Hieler
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communities and schools since 1999
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IMPACT OF BLACK SEA BASS IN GULF OF MAINE REMAINS UNCLEAR
By Abigail Hayne, University of New England
With the Gulf of Maine warming at a rapid rate, its waters are opening up to a
host of new guests, one of which is causing quite a stir. Meet the black sea bass,
a favorite fish of recreational fishermen but a cause of concern to others, even
being labeled the new “poster child for climate change.” Lobstermen in Maine
as well as marine scientists are asking the same questions: what exactly is this
mysterious black sea bass and what are the implications of its presence in the
Gulf ?
Black sea bass (Centropristis striata) call Atlantic coastal waters their home,
ranging from the Gulf of Mexico to southern Massachusetts. They are protogynous
hermaphrodites, which means that the
fish are all females for the first part of
their life, then change into males at 2 to
5 years of age. This unique characteristic
complicates studies on the species, leading to uncertainty about its stock size as
well as its response to commercial harvesting.

Black sea bass are managed by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC) which sets an annual quota and then allocates that quota on a stateby-state basis. A benchmark stock assessment in 2016 found that black sea
bass were not being overfished. The quota is divided nearly equally between the
recreational and commercial fisheries. In 2016, commercial fishermen caught
approximately 2.49 million pounds, less than the 2.71 million-pound quota.
Otter trawls, gill nets, and fish pots and traps account for the majority of black
sea bass landings in most states.
Maine is allocated 0.50% of the annual quota (13,559 pounds), compared to
Massachusetts, which receives 13% (352,525 pounds), a reflection of the fact
that the species once rarely ventured
above Cape Cod. How much of Maine’s
quota is landed each year is unclear. Since
so few Maine fishermen land the fish, the
landings data remain confidential, explained Jeff Nichols, communications director at the Maine Department of Marine
Resources.
Studies by the Commercial Fisheries
Research Foundation in Rhode Island on
black sea bass abundance in that area indicate that the population is expanding.
Working with nine Rhode Island fishermen using eight different types of gear, the
Foundation has been sampling the fishermen’s catches since December 2016. The
conclusion? “Black sea bass are caught in
basically everything that goes in the water,” said executive director Anna Malek
Mercer at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum
in March.

The northern black sea bass stock migrates seasonally and spawns in New
England waters in the late summer. In fall,
when coastal bottom water temperatures
approach 44.6o F., the fish will move offshore to wintering areas at depths of 240
to 540 feet. In spring, when bottom waters exceed 44.6o F., black sea bass move
Black sea bass were once found only below Cape Cod. Now,
inshore to shallow water. Historically,
the fish are commonly found in the Gulf of Maine. What effect
black sea bass have not been found north
might these fish have on lobster stocks? Photo courtesy of the
of Cape Cod due to cooler water temChesapeake Bay Program.
peratures; however, as the Gulf of Maine
Unfortunately, studies of black sea bass in
warms, their northern range is expandthe
Gulf
of
Maine
are
limited
and
preliminary
at best. In order to understand
ing into Maine waters. Black sea bass eat small fish, mussels, clams, and, of
the ecological impacts of their increasing range, it is crucial to get a better unconcern to lobstermen, juvenile lobster. Scientists so far are not sure just how
derstanding of their abundance in the Gulf as well as shifts in distribution. For
much lobster the black sea bass eat.
now, the implications of having more black sea bass in the Gulf of Maine remain a mystery.
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In the
NEWS
SCALLOP QUOTA INCREASED FOR UPCOMING SEASON

P.E.I. FISHERMEN DEVELOP VERSATILE COMPUTER APP

Next season’s quota for scallops was increased by NMFS in April. Adjustment to
the Atlantic sea scallop fishery management plan resulted in an annual catch
limit of 60 million pounds of scallops for the fishing year, up from 51.7 million pounds in 2017. The fishing season for scallops runs from April 19, 2018 to
March 21, 2019.

The Prince Edward Island
Fishermen’s
Association
(PEIFA) is testing a new app
that will help keep track of
lobster landings as well as
environmental factors in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The
Association developed the
app, called Open Trip, to fulfill
new Department of Fisheries
and Oceans regulations that
The new reporting app will be tested when
will require electronic logging
the P.E.I. season starts this month. Photo
of lobster catches starting in
courtesy of CBC.
2019. Having data logged electronically will speed up the
data analysis process; with the current paper system, information on catches is
not available until it is almost the next fishing season. The app will also make it
possible for lobstermen to log in lost gear and sightings of marine mammals or
species at risk, as required this year by new regulations. If testing goes well this
spring, PEIFA plans to sell the app to fishermen in other provinces since the elogging regulations will apply nationwide.

MOTION MADE TO DISMISS NATIONAL MARINE MONUMENT
LAWSUIT
In April the Department of Justice made a motion to dismiss a lawsuit filed
last year by the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association, the Atlantic
Offshore Lobstermen’s Association, the Long Island Commercials Fishing
Association, the Rhode Island Fishermen’s Alliance, and the Garden State
Seafood Association. Establishment of the monument created a prohibition on
all commercial fishing, with a period of seven years to phase out lobster and
red crab fishing. The fishing groups filed the suit in response to the Obama
Administration designating the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine
National Monument in September 2016. The Administration’s motion to dismiss argues that Congress gave the President discretionary authority through
the Antiquities Act explicit ability to create such monuments.
RECREATIONAL FISHERMEN STILL CAN’T LAND COD
Recreational fishermen will fish under emergency regulations this summer.
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) announced that new rules will
apply to fluke, black sea bass, scup and tautog. The prohibition on retention
and landing of Gulf of Maine cod by all anglers in federal waters and by anglers
on board for-hire vessels in state waters will remain in effect. In addition, private recreational anglers also are prohibited from retaining and landing GOM
cod, effective May 1, and for 90 days thereafter.

NOVA SCOTIAN FIRM PLAN HOLDING FACILITY IN PORTLAND
Live Stor Ltd. of North Sydney, Nova Scotia, has reached an agreement with
Tennessee-based LIG Assets to establish two live lobster holding facilities
in the U.S. The new facilities would be based in Portland, Maine and Seattle,
Washington. Under the name Live Stor America, a million-pound live holding
system operation in both cities would support import and export of live seafood from the U.S., Europe and Asia. The purpose of the system is to improve
the overall domestic and international supply chain for live seafood so it can
be long-haul trucked and shipped to overseas destination without affecting the
quality of the product.

Many thanks
to these fine businesses,
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Kips Seafood Co.

Conary Cove Lobster Co.
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Co-op
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Seaview Lobster Co.
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First National Bank
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You can find more information, links, and photos at
www.mainelobstermen.org. And let us know if you have
upcoming events!
April 30 to May 3
ASMFC Meeting week, Arlington, VA.
May 1
Zone D Council, 6 p.m., Rockland Ferry
Terminal.
May 2
Shellfish Advisory Council meeting, 10 a.m.,
Ellsworth City Hall.

May 19
“BIW: Building America’s Navy” exhibit opens at
the Maine Maritime Museum in Bath. FMI: www.
mainemaritimemusuem.org
May 24
Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries Eastern
Maine Skippers Program presentations, 5 p.m.,
The Grand, Ellsworth.

Zone E Lobster Council meeting, 6 p.m., Lincoln May 26
Penobscot Marine Museum, Searsport, opens
County Communications Center, Wiscasset.
for the season. FMI: www.penobscotmarinemusuem.org.
May 3
Zone G Lobster Council meeting, 6 p.m.,
Kennebunk High School Cafeteria.

Damariscotta Mills alewife festival, all day. FMI:
www.damariscottamills.org

May 7
Zone C Lobster Council meeting, 6 p.m., Deer
Isle Stonington High School cafeteria, video
conferencing with North Haven.

Upcoming
June 6
MLA board of directors meeting, 5 p.m., Nautilus
restaurant, Belfast.

June 6-7
May 8
Zone F Lobster Council meeting, 6 p.m., the Log Green Crab Fishery and Market Development,
Portland. FMI: seagrant.unh.edu/GreenCrabSummit
Cabin, Yarmouth.
May 9
June 12
MLA board of directors meeting, 5 p.m., Nautilus Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative, 1 p.m.,
restaurant, Belfast.
Island Institute, Rockland.
DMR research priority setting meeting on river
herring, 9-noon, DMR office, Augusta. Meeting
on eel research priorities, 1-4 p.m.
May 11
DMR research priority setting meeting on halibut, 9-noon, DMR office, Augusta.
DMR research priority setting meeting on
Atlantic herring, 1-4 p.m., DMR office, Augusta.
May 14-17
American Lobster stock assessment data
workshop, URI School of Oceanography,
Narragansett, RI. FMI: www.asmfc.org

June 16
Boothbay Harbor lobster boat races
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Belt Driven

603-474-1914 • sales@coastalhyd.com
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June 17
Rockland lobster boat races
June 24
Bass Harbor lobster boat races
June 30
Moosabec Reach lobster boat races

Check out the collection of unique and unusual lobster designs
and illustrations by native Maine artist Andrew M. Cook.
www.lobsteringisanart.com

Sargent continued from page 15

For Mike Sargent, making every effort possible to ensure no whale gets tangled in his gear is second nature. But he sees that there are challenges to the
changes that lobstermen have made. “The sinking groundlines snarl,” he said.
“So to handle that we had to go to wider diameter line.” Sinking groundlines are
known to snag onto anything near it. Snarls are not just an annoyance to lobstermen, they can be extremely dangerous. Lobstermen have found boulders
and traps wrapped up in sinking groundline. If a trap tangled with other traps
or boulders is brought up in the vessel’s hauler, the boat is tugged hard to one
side, leaving it vulnerable to the waves, and the line itself can snap under the
weight, releasing with violent force.
Then there’s the yearly expense. Sinking groundlines, made of polyester/dacron, wear out much faster than the polypropylene floating line because sinking line is constantly chaffing against the bottom. The fierce tides, swift bottom
currents and rugged seafloor of Downeast Maine quickly take their toll and
make fishing these ropes particularly difficult for lobstermen.
“[Floating] groundlines used to last five or six years,” Sargent said. “Now they’re
gone in two years.” Cappy taught his son the importance of maintaining his
gear; Sargent developed his own system to alert him when specific lengths of
rope need to be retired. In addition to regular visual inspections, “I go by colors.
My oldest is blue, 10 fathom. That will come out this year. Next year it’s the
green, 15 fathom line that I’ll take up,” he explained.

In addition, Sargent marks all his lines with red tracers to identify it as Northeast
lobster gear. These tracers are strands of red line, one foot in length, that are interlaced into the existing rope, three distinct marks per vertical line. Threading
these red tracers into each of Sargent’s coils of rope takes time -- a lot of time.
Sargent uses a fid, a traditional tool shaped like a cone used to unlay strands
within a rope, to open the line and weave the red tracer within it. Afterward
Sargent takes the additional step of marking the one-foot length with red paint
as well. “Yes, we have tracers in everything, 140 fathom endlines, 20 fathom
endlines, everything,” he said ruefully.
Sargent may be young in years but he, like his sister and younger brother, holds
decades of knowledge in his head, gleaned from his father and other older men
in the fishery. “The Maine lobster fishery is a sustainable fishery. It’s made of
families working together,” he said. “You have to realize that it’s often the only
thing left in these small towns. There’s nothing else to fall back on.” He is carrying on his father’s work by helping the DMR with its sea sampling surveys,
attending meetings to learn more about the challenges facing right whales
and participating in other scientific studies. He was elected to the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association board of directors in March. Like many of Maine’s
younger lobstermen, Sargent knows that he has a continuing role to play in
protecting the lobster resource and any whales in the region, both for himself
and for those who come after him.

Page 24 | LANDINGS | May 2018

MAINE NATIVE PORTRAYS THE DAILY WORK OF LOBSTERING

Artist Matt Barter grew up in a creative
Bar Harbor family, headed by his father,
the artist Philip Barter. As a young man,
he worked as an apprentice in his father’s
studio, learning the mechanics of painting, prepping canvas and art theory.
Heading out on his own, Barter worked
for two years as a sternman for a South
Gouldsboro lobsterman. As an artist he
focuses not on lobstering at sea but on
the more mundane tasks of preparing
to lobster. “Most of the work for lobster
fishing is on shore, tending and prepping
equipment, not landing the lobster,” he
said. “That hard work gets overlooked. I
want to show the lobster industry from
start to finish.” He works in oil, often on
wooden boards, to portray a world of
simple forms and vibrant colors. He also
sculpts large figures inspired by space exploration, astronauts, and the late singer
David Bowie.
Barter’s work can be found at his gallery, the Barter Art House, in Brunswick,
and at galleries in Blue Hill, Northeast
Harbor, Boothbay, Sullivan, and Islesford.
For more information, visit www.mattbartersart.com.
Photos by M. Waterman, from an exhibit
at the Camden Library in March.
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