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MAINE FISHERMEN UNITE IN RALLY AGAINST
OFFSHORE WIND TURBINES
By MLA staff
A crowd of nearly 500 lobstermen, fishing families, business people, and other
supporters gathered outside the Augusta Civic Center on April 28 to oppose
the industrialization of the Gulf of Maine with massive offshore wind turbines. The rally was organized
by the Maine Lobstering Union (MLU), with support
from Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association (MCFA)
and in partnership with the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association (MLA) and Downeast Lobstermen’s
Association (DELA). “It’s such a rarity to see all of our
organizations come together. Everyone is pushing
this fight together,” rally organizer Ginny Olson of the
MLU told the crowd.

Governor Mills attempted to preempt the rally by introducing a bill earlier in
the day proposing a ten-year moratorium on offshore wind in state waters. The
bill, however, would allow the Monhegan wind project to move forward and
would not restrict cables or transmission lines that support offshore wind generation. Maine’s fishing industry said this doesn’t go
nearly far enough. They stated thatthe same caution must be given to offshore development outside
of state waters. “Maine fishermen plan to leave a
healthy fishery and ocean for many generations
down the road, not just a mere 10 years,” commented Jason Joyce, an 8th generation lobsterman from
Swans Island.

The state of Maine received a $2 million federal
grant last October to conduct a comprehensive
Protesters expressed fear that Maine’s rush to be
offshore wind planning process, called Maine’s
the first to deploy floating offshore wind technology
Offshore Wind Roadmap, intended to “focus on
could harm the Gulf of Maine’s fragile ocean ecosysplanning and data-gathering to support siting decitem, trade Maine’s family-owned and operated fishsions, with the goal of minimizing potential effects
Whether young or old, the message in
ing businesses for jobs with foreign energy compaon the environment and fisheries.” Rather than conAugusta was clear: no wind farms in the
nies, and risk eroding Maine’s fishing heritage, which
duct this planning process, the Mills administration
Gulf of Maine. Pictured, Pierce Achorn of
has sustained the state’s rural coastal communities
instead is championing immediate development
Friendship. MLA photo.
for generations. “The Gulf of Maine is the last place to
of two offshore floating wind projects, both to be
conduct a grand experiment to learn if massive floatdeveloped by New England Aqua Ventus (NEAV).
ing wind turbines will work and how much they will damage the environment,”
NEAV is a joint venture between two large international energy companies,
said Patrice McCarron, executive director of the MLA.
Continued on page 24
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You hear it often among fishermen on Maine’s commercial wharves:
“Livin’ the life.” It’s the all-encompassing laconic answer to everything from “How are you?” to “How’d you do yesterday?”
Right now Maine lobstermen are living lives jam-packed with anxiety. The aggressive push by Governor Janet Mills to develop federal
waters off southern Maine for a large wind turbine farm; the accelerated schedule for construction of a 12-MW floating wind turbine
three miles southeast of Monhegan Island; and implementation
later this month of NOAA’s new regulations regarding right whales,
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There’s just no rest for the weary. Lobstermen spent the
winter responding to a barrage of proposed federal regulations designed to protect the endangered North Atlantic
right whale that may cripple the state’s lobster fishery in
the next ten years. Those regulations are due to be finalized by May 31. At the same time, Governor Janet Mills’ administration is aggressively pushing an application to the
Bureau of Offshore Energy Management for a lease in federal waters off southern Maine to construct large wind turbine array. The 16-square-mile area is used by lobstermen,
groundfishermen, recreational charter boats, and others.
Facing pressures from all sides, lobstermen finally stood
up to be counted. At a rally held in Augusta on April 28,
they gathered outside of the Augusta Civic Center to make
clear to Governor Mills and to the state at large that the
Maine lobster industry was not to be sacrificed in pursuit
of the dream of “green” energy.
Jeff Putnam, chair of the Zone F lobster zone council, spoke
eloquently about the menace posed by offshore wind development at the council’s meeting in April and he allowed
us to publish his comments in this month’s issue. Putnam
cautioned lobstermen from other zones that just because
they don’t fish in the targeted 16-square-mile area, they
could well be affected by those lobstermen who are forced
to move to other grounds. He questioned the sincerity of
outreach from the Governor’s office with fishermen about
the proposed lease. “It doesn’t matter that we may voice
our displeasure with this project, all we will get is a simple
‘Thanks for your thoughts’ or ‘Your opinion matters to us.’”
Lobstermen and others provided written comments to
NOAA on the proposed regulations to protect right whales
that will govern their fishery for years to come, some of
which we printed last month. We reproduce more of their
letters to illustrate the depth of concern experienced by
fishermen and their families.
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative helped clarify
the confusion about right whales and the lobster fishery
in 2020. The MLMC produced several videos highlighting the sustainable practices used by Maine lobstermen
and the long-term conservation aspects of the fishery. It
also created a dedicated web site on the topic. This year
the Collaborative is stepping up its communication activities with additional videos, a fact sheet on ropeless fishing
technology, and other products designed to reassure consumers and lobster buyers.
This month Landings features a column by former National
Fisherman editor Jerry Fraser ( first printed in the magazine in April) on the complexities facing fishermen in New
England. As Fraser notes, the very existence of fishermen
has been questioned time and time again over the years,

as tourism, shoreland development and other pressures
have arisen. Today the twin threats of debilitating regulations that may do little to protect right whales and rush
to turn the Gulf of Maine into an energy-producing “wild
west” threaten to push New England fishermen off the water. “And why is it that someone is always telling fishermen
that they should be licking their lips at prospects for waterfront jobs in the post-fishing economy?” Fraser asks.
On a different subject, Island Institute scientist Susie
Arnold shares her thoughts on the Institute’s long-running
Fishermen’s Climate Roundtable, held with Maine fishermen each year for the past 15 years. The gathering is an
informal opportunity for fishermen to share what they are
seeing on the water with scientists and each other. The
topics vary by year — ocean acidification, lobster settlement, invasive species — but always circle around the fact
that the Gulf of Maine is getting warmer, quickly. This year
the topic was the new lobster stock assessment, released
last year, which was the first to include climate variables.
Arnold writes, “Lobstermen have been talking about climate impacts on their fishery for 15 years at the roundtables, and the science has finally caught up and included
how changes in environmental parameters are impacting
lobster populations.”
Identifying environmental changes is part of purpose of the
Department of Marine Resources’ (DMR) suite of lobster
surveys, conducted each year. The outbreak of COVID-19
last spring curtailed some of the agency’s programs, however, most were only slightly affected. DMR lead lobster biologist Kathleen Reardon and other DMR staff presented
the results of DMR’s research online in early April. Landings
offers an overview of their data.
Finally, we hear from Jon Johansen, publisher of Maine
Coast News and member of the Maine Lobster Boat Racing
Association, about the return of the lobster boat races this
year. COVID-19 precautions caused many of the races to be
cancelled last year, a deep disappointment to racing fans
along the coast. This year all races are on [as of print date].
Johansen writes, “After the uncertainties of 2020, we are all
glad to see that this year is certainly shaping up to be a
great racing season!”
We hope you enjoy this issue.
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GUEST COLUMN: The cost of cutting access to healthy fisheries

By Jerry Fraser
First published in National Fisherman, April 6. Reprinted with permission
In the early 1980s, when I was fishing a dayboat dragger out of Ogunquit,
Maine, a noise ordinance came before the town meeting under the terms of
which, as we understood them, fishermen would not be able to start their engines before 7 a.m.
On the bait wharf, we viewed the proposal as the child of well-heeled folks
from away who liked the idea of water views and fishing boats but drew the line
at having to listen to diesel engines starting up before breakfast.
Talk of the ordinance created quite a stir in the run-up to town meeting, but
not so much among the fishermen. We would fish on our schedule, noise ordinance or no.
But that was then. Tourism was not yet a year-round industry nor was newhome construction a way of life. Coastal communities were still home to
“working class” families, and during winter it was common to find laid-off construction workers, restaurant help and others on the back deck of fishing vessels trying to earn a paycheck. As a result, the connection to fishing was not
casual, but intrinsic. Fishing was woven into the fabric of coastal communities.
Much has changed, especially, for example, in New England’s groundfish ports.
The wharves in Portland, Maine, and Gloucester, Mass., that I scrambled over
in my youth are no longer jammed with trawlers rafting two or three deep, to
say nothing of the chandleries, gear lofts and fuel boats that have disappeared.
I have often said that markets are a force of nature. If there is a more economically efficient use for wharf space, a free market will unearth it. This puts fishermen at a disadvantage, because a vessel earns it money at sea. As a result,
we’ve watched from coast to coast as fish docks have morphed into yacht basins, condominiums, tourist attractions, and so on.
The antidote to this free-market effect is so-called working-waterfront zoning.
But ultimately zoning is a fix, not a solution. What the voters giveth, the voters can taketh away. It is axiomatic that working waterfronts shrink over time.

Anyone who thinks his or her fishery is exempt from
persecution is living in another world. Maine’s venerable lobster fishery justifiably has been held up as an
example of a partnership between management and
fishermen for the betterment of all. Along come advocates for the endangered northern right whale, who allege the lobster fishery
is killing the whale, and all bets are off. The fact that the sad fate of northern
rights can in no way be tied to the practices of Maine lobstermen is irrelevant.
As if that were not enough, a floating 12-megawatt wind turbine that cleanenergy enthusiasts hope will make the case for wind power in the Gulf of Maine
is to be tested this spring. Lobster catchers say they are already losing gear to
associated survey vessels and fear the impact of the power cable on the sea
floor. Long-term plans for as many as a dozen windmills 20 to 40 miles offshore
are not setting well with the fishing industry.
There’s a disturbing pattern here. In the case of the right whale, ship strikes and
entanglements with Canadian fishing gear are the pre-eminent threats to the
animal. Yet advocates demand that Maine lobstermen take expensive and, in
some cases, far-fetched measures to save the species.
When it comes to wind turbines, lobstermen are told about the hundreds of
jobs turbine construction will produce. That certainly would excite me if I had
a mortgage on a half-million-dollar boat and $100,000 worth of gear in the water. And why is it that someone is always telling fishermen that they should be
licking their lips at prospects for waterfront jobs in the post-fishing economy?
Continued on page 24
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If losing access to the waterfront is a game changer, losing access to the fish is
a game ender. Yet this seems very much in the offing today, and what is maddening is that for the most part, it has nothing to do with the health of stocks.

Rather, as we get better at managing fish, the conservation community divines new rationales to curtail
fishing. First it was the need to eliminate bycatch,
which the fishing industry has by and large accomplished, at considerable cost. Then it was the need to
create underwater game preserves, known as marine
protected areas. Now we are told that we have until
2030 to expand these MPAs until they encompass 30
percent of the world’s oceans, as well as ban trawling
if we are to save the planet from carbon dioxide.
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LOBSTERMEN DEEPLY TROUBLED BY PROPOSED WHALE REGULATIONS
By MLA staff
On May 31, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is under a court order
to finalize a series of regulations designed to protect the North Atlantic right whale
and to begin implementation of its new Biological Opinion on the lobster and nine
other fixed gear fisheries in U.S. waters. Maine lobstermen and others concerned
about the impact these regulations will have on social and economic fabric of the

Maine coast submitted comments opposing the regulations. Lobstermen repeatedly pointed out that Maine lobster gear is not driving the right whale decline
and that a 98% reduction in risk to right whales as required under the Biological
Opinion would effectively close the fishery. We present excerpts from selected letters here.

Michael Hunt, Corea

Zach Lunt, Frenchboro

I am deeply troubled by the proposed new regulations and the disproportionate effect they will have on the lobster industry. … Maine lobster fishermen
and women are stewards of the environment. Our livelihoods and those of future generations depend on maintaining a healthy and thriving ocean. When
asked of us we have always answered the call to action, with an eye towards
sustainable conservation of the lobster resource and the surrounding marine environment as a whole. Placing the brunt of responsibility of the right
whales’ continued survival on the Maine lobster fishery is at best misguided,
and at worst could potentially destroy an iconic and environmentally sustainable industry while providing no real benefit for right whales. ... The lobster industry is being made responsible for risk that is not ours. We need to
know that Canada and the rest of the U.S. fishing fleet is on par with Maine’s
current rules that have been saving whales for decades.

I am a 4th-generation lobsterman and I have two sons who fish for lobsters.
I have been lobstering full time since 2001 when I graduated Mount Desert
High School. … Maine lobster gear is obviously no threat to the whales. I
can say without a doubt these rules seek to destroy the lobstermen. The real
risk here is to our livelihoods, heritage and our way of living. I know where
I’m from -- a small island town called Frenchboro -- is 100% dependent on
lobstering. I also know much of the Maine coast is also like this. If you care
about right whales then you need to work with the shipping and cruising industries that are running into them and leave the Maine lobstermen alone.
… Lobstermen have taken care of the resource. We have been stewards to
the ocean and its other inhabitants as well. Please listen to me and the lobstermen. Thank you for your time.

Joseph B. McDonald, Jonesport
Kevin Glover, Owls Head
I am 37 years old and have lobstered my whole life. I am also the Zone D-8
representative for the fishermen of Owl’s Head. I made a choice at the age of
17 to make a career out of lobstering. I had a choice to either go in debt while
going to college or go in debt starting a business, either way it was going to be
a lifelong commitment. … I hope that what you have heard from our fisherman is that a one-size-fits-all plan is not the right way to go about this. I feel
that the conservation equivalencies that Maine and the zone councils have
brought up are important. I also don’t support the LMA 1 closure. I do not fish
out in Area 1, but I do know that if you have a closure in Area 1 it will cause
those guys to move their gear and put pressure on other fishing grounds.

I own and operate the F/V Miss B Haven a 40-foot lobster boat, which day
fishes out of Jonesport. I am writing in opposition to the rules being proposed. These rules will essentially close the Maine lobster fishery inside of
10 years while adding no value to the incidental catch of any whales, much
less a right whale. … Speaking to the economic impact on my operation and
family, it will displace a 50-year-old lobster fisherman who has worked 30
years to start to realize some debt-free ownership in my business assets. It
will render them worthless, eliminate my only source of income, and probably leave my daughter unable to attend college in four years unless she can
secure private loans. … To put people ashore when they have no connection
to the loss of this species is WRONG!

Isaac Dworsky
Carrie Faulkingham, Winter Harbor
I live in Winter Harbor Maine with my husband and 3 children. 100% of our
family’s income comes from lobster fishing. If these rules are implemented
lobstering would be reduced by 98% in the next decade. My family could not
survive if these rules are implemented. No doubt you will read thousands of
comments supporting the rules. But that is because power organizations like
CLF and the Humane Society will organize people from all over the country to
write in on an issue they know nothing about. Here’s what I know. In 25 years
of fishing as a captain, and nearly 40 years of being on the water, my husband
has never entangled a whale of any species, or even seen a single right whale
in his life. Please listen to our pleas. My family’s life depends on this.

Susan Hutchinson, Deer Isle
The current proposed rule, if passed, will have a devastating effect on local
coastal fishing communities and will be largely ineffective in regard to protecting North Atlantic right Whales. The incidents of whale entanglements
and boat strikes have occurred largely in Canadian waters, not US waters. It is
ridiculous to punish Maine fishermen for whale injuries and deaths that don’t
even occur in our water. Coastal communities, such as our island of Deer Isle,
depend on the lobster industry as the foundation of the local economy. Banks,
schools, grocery stores, fuel and bait trucks drivers, etc, depend largely upon
the lobster industry. If lobster goes down, the entire backbone of the community will be broken. Families will move away. The schools will see massive
decreases in enrollment. Banks will foreclose on house mortgages. The effects
will be swift and vast. As a lobster fisherman’s wife, I am asking that this proposed rule be stopped before it starts. Thank you for your consideration.

Lucas Cates
If the whale regulations pass they will destroy the economy in the state of
Maine. … There has only been one recorded report of a right whale becoming
entangled in lobster gear, and most deaths are due to large ships striking the
whales. You should try to focus on more apparent and important issues then
trying to shaft the smaller self-employed fisherman!

I’m a Maine commercial lobster license holder and I believe that these proposed regulations and 98% reduction in impact are misguided. They will result in the end of a tradition and way of life that defines this state and also
generates a huge amount of money for it. The onus on harm reduction needs
to be placed where it will have effect and that is with big ships. Nobody has
more of an interest in keeping the ocean healthy than lobsterman who rely
on it and put their faith in it for survival each day.

Richard Osgood, Lincolnville
I have been a commercial lobsterman since 1994. I fish in Penobscot Bay. …
On my boat my wife and I are the whole crew. Our entire income is on the
line. The money I spend in the local economy is huge. These coming regulations would cripple the economy and take everything away from me that I
have spent a lifetime building. My business is everything I own. … We can in
no way fish ropeless gear. It will not work. We have a hard time setting gear
when we can see the other gear marked by vertical lines. Not only would
the cost be beyond absorbable, it cannot work when you cannot see the
gear you’re setting over that [was] set before you arrived. There would be an
unimaginable amount of lost ghost gear. Please do not take my life, and the
life of our total local economy and throw it away. It is not going to save the
whales, and we will all be dead inside.
Joshua Todd, Chebeague Island
Hello! I am a 19-year-old fisherman from Chebeague Island. I own a 45foot lobster boat and go lobstering, scalloping, tuna fishing and pogie seining. At 17 I upgraded from my 30-foot Repco to my 45-foot Novi, flying to
Nova Scotia the day after my high school graduation and steaming it home.
I bought my Area 1 lobster permit at 18 and began fishing Zone F and G
offshore in the winter. I pour my heart and soul into fishing, being a 11thgeneration fisherman. I can’t imagine doing anything else or wanting to do
anything else. I would love to do this good forever. … I actually don’t mind
at all making it so it’s a safer place for whales in the Gulf of Maine, but I also
don’t want to be jobless in 10 years. I like the idea of the purple markers
cause if one did get caught up in an endline you could see where it was from.
I guess I’m not sure exactly what to say besides I’d hate to see this industry
brought to its knees due to over regulations.
Continued on next page
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which may include closure of a large fishing area in Lobster Management Area
1 in concert with a ten-year conservation plan for the region included in NOAA’s
Biological Opinion are enough to keep any fisherman awake at night.
Yet lobstermen are standing up proudly for their livelihoods and the sustainable fishery they have built over the decades. On March 21, a parade of more
than 80 lobster boats, some bearing signs proclaiming “Save the Lobstermen,
Stop the Mills!” traveled between Monhegan and Boothbay Harbor, tracing the
route of a survey vessel hired to determine the undersea electrical cable path
for the planned wind turbine. The protest was organized quickly and quietly
by area lobstermen to bring attention to both the activities of the survey vessel
and lobstermen’s staunch antagonism toward future ocean wind projects.
“It was really cool to see everyone come together like that. I was glad we could
all get along on that day,” said Erick Harjula, 31, a Spruce Head lobsterman who
participated in the protest. While Harjula does not fish in the area designated
for the floating wind turbine, he opposes the project wholeheartedly. “It’s a bad
idea. It’s crowded [out there]. First thing in the fall it’s like fishing inside,” he
said. “And those guys who do fish there will have to go somewhere.”
Some lobstermen don’t agree that offshore wind energy is a truly economical
and “green” source of energy to begin with. Lobsterman Johnny McCarthy, 32,
of Vinalhaven, is one of them. “I don’t feel that the ocean is a good place for
wind turbines. There are too many moving parts, there’s always going to be issues with them because of the salt air or something,” he said. “It’s really foolish
to rush into this at this stage of the game. I mean, we don’t even know if we can
fish around them. I say stick them on mountains.”
McCarthy, who is looking forward to the launch of his new 45-foot lobster boat,
didn’t find out about the March 21 protest until after the fact but was delighted
by the turnout. “It was a good peaceful way to keep us at the table. The right to
protest is part of our country. It really was something to behold,” he said.
Nick Page, 36, of Boothbay Harbor was lobstering offshore that day but also
was impressed by the turnout. “There’s been nothing that big in my memory. In
particular that so many lobstermen from different communities turned up,” he
said. Page, like many other lobstermen, is concerned that once the Monhegan
turbine is up and running, other projects in other parts of the Gulf will blossom
quickly. “Once this starts it will just expand. If they get a foot in the door, we will
be fighting for generations. The state is moving too quickly on wind. There’s too
much going on at once and it is scary for lobstermen,” he said.

Fishermen, whether those fishing for lobster, groundfish, scallops or other species, have specific grounds that they return to year after year. Sometimes the
use of those grounds moves from parent to child. If a certain area is closed to
fishing, those who currently use it will be hard pressed to find new territory
open to them, according to Lee Watkinson, 40, a South Thomaston lobsterman. “The government doesn’t understand that guys have fishing grounds. If
you close [an area] they will be in a pickle.
Where are they going to go?” he asked.
Watkinson, however, is more concerned
about the looming whale rules, which are
due to go into effect on May 31. “The whale
stuff could just shut us down. I’m much
more nervous about that than wind,” he
said. Watkinson feels that NOAA has used
statistics about right whales to alarm the
public. He noted that a male right whale
was found in European waters a few years
ago and a calf was sighted off the Canary
Islands this year. “The science isn’t there.
They need to study [the population] more
closely. It’s just frustrating. I really don’t
know what we are going to do,” he said.
Yet as they set their traps in the water this
year as they have done for so many decades
in the past, and as the restrictions of the coronavirus pandemic begin to ease slightly,
lobstermen remain hopeful about the new
season. Nick Page has additional reason to
be optimistic. Earlier this year he and his
wife and brother purchased Atlantic Edge
Lobster, a buying and processing station
in Boothbay Harbor. The company already
has numerous orders from Maine restaurants to provide lobster meat this summer.
“I am excited,” Page said. “I think we’ll have
a strong price, nothing unusual, just a good,
something lobstermen can look forward to.”

Kristin and Nick Page.
Photo courtesy of The
Boothbay Register.

steady, normal year. And that’s

The notion that the Gulf of Maine is a wide-open area with great swaths unused by fishermen is a notion that lobstermen are constantly fighting against.

Letters continued

Joseph Allen, Rockland
I have been fishing for 25 years in West Penobscot Bay and offshore out to
30 miles. I testify I have never seen a large whale of any sorts in my career
as a lobsterman. The rule of additional traps I fear will create a lot more accidents and loss of gear. With our rocky seafloor the occurrences of hang
downs will increase, inevitably parting rope. Additional traps on the boat
will throw the ballast off on rough days. Also the increase of traps will cause
them to shift, possibly harming crew. Some boats are not equipped to handle the increase of traps, as such captains will either have to upgrade boats
or give up offshore fishing. We as an industry took the initiative to come up
with our own color marking. This will help with identifying any whale accidents. … I urge that we have more time to collect more data, especially now
that each state has its own color markings. In the meantime, come up with a
tracking system [ for right whales] that is safe and effective. Together we can
make a difference while preserving our fishing heritage.

Charles E. Smith, Jonesport
I am a 5th-generation lobster fisherman from Maine. I have 3 teenagers, they
are all in the student program to become fishermen. Our community consists of two towns, Jonesport and Beals Island, with a population of about
1200. We are completely dependent on our lobster fishery, it’s what we do
… I have fished for 40 years and my father has for 60 and my 3 brothers fish
as well. We have never seen a right whale. We have never caught a whale of
any kind with our trap gear. We all fish in federal waters. We have limited our
number of traps in the name of saving whales. We have put gear markings in
our endlines in the name of whales. We have gone to weak links in the name
of whales, which cost us a lot of float gear that ended up on shores all over
the world. … We are not the problem with these whales. Please take our community and heritage in account when you make decisions. PS My crew and
I stop and take in the beauty when we are fortunate enough to see a minke
whale or a humpback in the fall. If the fishermen were catching whales we
would have already figured out how to stop it. No one wants these whales
hurt, especially the people on the water every day.

NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU ?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry. With long- and short-term ﬁnancing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

LOANS AND LEASES FOR:
BOATS • TRUCKS • REAL ESTATE • PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES • WHARVES • EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR • OPERATING LINES

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM
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DMR LOBSTER SURVEYS GIVE PICTURE OF THE FUTURE
By Melissa Waterman
Many fishermen depend on the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum to reconnect with friends
and colleagues and get caught up on the latest happenings in lobster management and
science. Though the Forum was cancelled this
year due to the pandemic, it has held some of its
annual seminars through virtual online events.
On April 7, the Maine Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) Bureau of Marine Science
staff presented their annual update on the state
of the lobster fishery.
Kathleen Reardon, DMR lead lobster biologist,
presented an overview of the 2020 lobster season during which Maine lobstermen landed 96
million pounds of lobster, a 5% decline from
the previous year. In 2016, a record-breaking
132 million pounds of lobster were landed in
the state. Reardon noted the impact that the
COVID-19 outbreak had on the lobster fishery
last year as well as DMR’s sampling activities.
Lobstermen fished less often than in previous
years. “There were 40,000 [ fewer] trips in 2020,
down 15% from 2019 and down 26% from 2016,”
she said. Pounds per trip increased sharply in
June and July, then stabilized as the year progressed to rates comparable to previous years.
DMR conducts five surveys throughout the year
to monitor the different life history stages of
lobster from larvae to adults. “This helps us see
changes [in the lobster population] before they
are seen in the catch,” explained Reardon.
Robert Russell gave an overview of the annual
lobster settlement survey to find newly settled
lobsters. This survey monitors the number of
tiny lobsters, which are as small as a thumbnail,

to help predict what future catches may look
like. DMR divers operating from fishing vessels
conduct one-meter-square samples of the seafloor at 40 sites along the coast. The survey was
begun in 1989 by Lobster Institute director Rick
Wahle.
“In 2015, all regions ticked up to the 20-year
time series and that uptick may be showing up
in other surveys,” Russell said. The 2020 samples
revealed a smaller decline in juvenile settlement
among the lobster zones compared to 2019,
with the exception of Zone E, which saw a small
increase in settlement. Overall, settlement rates
remain near the 20-year average. “Peak settlement appears to be moving east,” Russell said.
Questioned about the settlement data, Russell
noted that juvenile lobsters prefer water temperatures around 12oC (53.6oF). As the temperature in deeper areas of the Gulf creep up into
that range, more habitat has become available
for juvenile settlement. More areas of formerly
chilly eastern Maine are becoming suitable
so more young are surviving there. “But what
comes next?” Russell asked rhetorically, referring to the steadily increasing average temperature of the Gulf of Maine.
There are two surveys that look at trends in sublegal lobsters, those too small to be legally landed in the fishery. Although the spring inshore
trawl survey was canceled last year, the fall survey did take place and its results indicate that
the average catch of sublegal lobsters continues
to decrease, as it has each year since 2015. DMR
staffer Becca Peters noted that the decline occurs in all size groups.
The ventless trap surveys also show that sublegal sized lobsters are down sharply in eastern
Maine waters compared to 2019 while sublegal
catches in midcoast and western Maine were
similar to 2019. The past five years have shown a distinct downward trend in
eastern and midcoast Maine with little change in western Maine.
At-sea sampling aboard commercial lobster boats in 2020 was also curtailed
by the pandemic, but samplers were deployed on lobster boats from July to
October. “Overall the sublegal catch per trap appears to be down,” said DMR’s
Matt Davis. He noted that the sublegal catch in each lobster zone peaked between 2013 and 2017. The catch per trap has dropped during each of the past
five years except in zones D and F. The sharpest drops occurred in Zones A, B
and C during that time period.
The number of lobsters showing signs of lobster disease was also low throughout the coast last year. However, Davis cautioned that the low rate could be due
to the fact that samplers were not operating in May and June. The disease is
most prevalent among lobsters at that time prior to the molting season.
In addition to these long-term monitoring programs, DMR completed a threeyear study of the size at which female lobsters reach maturity and produce eggs
last year. A previous study took place from 1994 to 1998. Given the increased
warmth experienced in the Gulf of Maine since then, researchers wanted to
know what effect the warmer water may have had on female lobsters. The project collected more than 1,200 female lobsters from throughout the coast and
conducted a suite of measurements. “We found that there has been a decrease
in size [at maturity] in all three regions,” DMR lobster scientist Jesica Waller
said. “We want to do this more frequently to track potential changes as the Gulf
continues to change.”
When asked whether there is a connection between the smaller size at maturity
and age of the female lobsters, Waller explained the difficulty in getting an accurate age for a lobster. “They don’t have any growth rings. We really don’t know,”
she said. Davis added that the decrease in size is alarming. “We’ve seen this big
change in eastern Maine in recent years. More sampling took place in western
Maine in earlier years so they saw these changes first there,” he explained.

THEATER. FILM. MUSIC.
DANCE. COMMUNITY.
operahousearts.org

207-367-2788

Building on its longstanding study of larval lobster abundance in Boothbay
Harbor, DMR will be conducting a broader study this summer in the Gulf of
Maine and Georges Bank. From June to September researchers will take samples in set transects inshore and offshore. The study goal is to assess larval
abundance and seasonal timing. “Some areas have historical data already but
others have never been sampled,” Waller said. Understanding the abundance
of lobster larvae will add to understanding of how the warmer Gulf of Maine is
influencing lobster populations in the two areas.
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The Maine lobster industry finally has something to feel
good about. On April 28, hundreds of fishermen, families
and business people joined together outside of the Augusta
Civic Center to oppose offshore wind development. The MLA
proudly stood with Maine’s other fishing organizations and
hundreds from fishing communities throughout the state to
speak with one voice. The Maine Lobstermen’s Association
is grateful to the Maine Lobstering Union for organizing this
event.
The issues of right whales and wind energy development have
been incredibly stressful for everyone. Many of us are having
sleepless nights as we try to process what a 98% risk reduction over ten years to protect right whales and massive ocean
energy developments will mean for the future of our fishery,
for our communities, for the marine environment, and for
our kids.
Yet there is a silver lining. Fishermen and fishing groups are
working together. Stubborn personalities are putting their
egos aside so that Maine’s fishing industry can speak with
one voice. New leaders are emerging and making us proud.
This month I am featuring Orrs Island lobsterman
Christopher McIntire as our Steaming Ahead author so that
you can experience the amazing speech he made at the rally
on April 28. He has eloquently captured the issues and concerns of so many in the fishing industry. McIntire’s words
stand as a promise of all that we can accomplish when we
work together, listen to one another, and make space for the
new leaders who will fight for our future.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak today and finally
feel as though my voice and the voices of other fishermen
and concerned members of the community will be heard.
Far too often in the state’s recent planning around offshore
wind development, that has not been the case.
The state’s swift action towards
endorsing the overseas corporate
takeover of our historical fishing
grounds has been disturbing to
say the least. Instead of taking the
prudent path, conducting nonbiased research to better understand the socio-economic and
environmental impacts of largescale industrialization of the Gulf
of Maine, the state has taken a
‘Let’s put them out there and see
what happens approach.’

Chris McIntire speaking at the April 28 rally in
Augusta against offshore wind development. Photo
courtesy of the Kennebec Journal.
I could go on and on about all of the reasons offshore wind
development in the Gulf of Maine is a bad idea. You’ve
heard many of them today and will continue to. And most
of you here today already know why.
I’m here today to ask for help, help from the people of
the great state of Maine and their representatives here in
Augusta.
Every fisherman’s small business isn’t much different from
your average small family farm. The big difference is that
we don’t own the water from which we harvest seafood. We
have always been told that you can’t own the water. It’s a
shared resource. But now apparently overseas energy companies can own the water for 20 years or more per lease. If
the fishermen had been extended
the same opportunity now given
to these energy companies, we’d
have had the whole thing leased
100 years ago.

Let’s work together to find
better renewable energy
opportunities that will
benefit the people of Maine
instead of global energy
companies.

Every time a critical question is raised about the functionality or impacts of the governor’s proposed offshore wind
project, we are told, ‘We don’t’ know’ or ‘That’s why it’s a
research project.’ The Gulf of Maine and all of the people it
supports are not worth being used as a giant test tube. At
its core, the governor’s proposed project is not a research
project. It will be the world’s largest floating offshore wind
array and the largest wind farm to be built in the U.S. to
date. It will be owned and operated for 20 to 30 years by
Diamond Offshore Wind, a subsidiary of Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries, and RWE, Europe’s largest carbon polluter.
Does it really sound like a good idea to start leasing areas
of the Gulf of Maine to some of the world’s least environmentally friendly companies?
The Gulf of Maine is currently being drooled over by overseas investors in global energy companies. In order for
them to sell energy at affordable rates they will have to
scale up the number of wind turbines in these windfarms
to reduce the price per unit. The hundreds of turbines that
it will take to produce affordable energy will cover thousands of square miles of some of the most productive fishing grounds in the world, taking opportunities away from
U.S. fishermen and handing them to big energy companies.

So I urge the people of Maine to
support Maine’s fishing industries
by saying no to offshore wind and
maintaining the shared resource
that has sustained coastal Maine
for hundreds of years.

Please contact your local senators, representatives and
members of local government and let them know that
offshore wind is bad for the Gulf of Maine. Let’s work together to find better renewable energy opportunities that
will benefit the people of Maine instead of global energy
companies.
Please don’t let our government replace generational careers with short-term construction jobs. This is not another case of people saying ‘Not in my backyard.’ Because if
the only two options were literally in the Gulf of Maine or
in my backyard, I’d choose my backyard. They don’t belong
out there in the ocean.
So please believe that when we here today say no to offshore wind, it is because we truly believe that it will be bad
for the environment, bad for fishermen, and bad for the
state of Maine.
Thank you all very much for being here today.
I hope you are as impressed as I am. Please take the time
read more excerpts from the rally on pages 24 and 25. And
stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA BOARD SUMMARY
The MLA Directors continue to meet every other week via Zoom. The board
met on April 7 and 21 to continue its ongoing discussions on whales and wind,
and how the MLA can most effectively represent our members as these issues
evolve. Whales and wind occupy nearly all of the MLA’s staff time and the organization is exploring ways to add more resources to keep up with the resulting workload. The MLA continues its collaborations with other fishing industry
groups to ensure that the fishing industry speaks with one voice to effectively
elevate our concerns. The MLA Legal Defense Fund has become a critical resource to enable MLA to engage proactively. The MLA will continue to raise
funds to ensure the industry can continue to fight for a future for the Maine
lobster fishery.

climate issues about improving people’s lives — creating great jobs for Maine
in clean energy, while we reduce emissions, improve public health, drive our
economy — is a tremendous win-win for Maine people.”
“And we are drafting a research project for floating offshore wind that is ready
to go to BOEM very soon, and that will be within about 20 miles off the coast of
Maine to research exactly how and what effect this might have on fisheries and
the environment; make sure we do it right. The Gulf of Maine as you probably
know is about 36,000 square miles. It is huge. Of course we don’t own it as such,
but it’s got the biggest wind capacity of almost any ocean body in the world, so
we have that capacity, that advantage of being right there. And offshore wind
is a beautiful project for the Gulf of Maine. Floating offshore wind technology
has advantages — it’s easier to get in and out of water, easier to repair, easier to
move if we have to. We’ve done 10 years of studies and research on this and we
are ready to go and put it in the water very soon.”

MLA OPPOSES OFFSHORE WIND DEVELOPMENT
Offshore wind development continues to be a major concern for lobstermen,
with the majority of fishermen opposing offshore wind development. The MLA’s
formal position is in opposition to offshore wind. The Gulf of Maine is one of the
most productive marine ecosystems in the world, which has supported generations of fishermen, a thriving coastal economy, and our heritage. The temperature of the Gulf of Maine is warming and fishermen must adapt to these
environmental changes. The MLA strongly opposes industrial development
in these precious fishing grounds as the solution to climate change. Offshore
wind development will harm the marine environment, replace Maine’s independently owned fishing businesses with the promise of new jobs, and erode
the opportunities for the next generation of fishermen to live and work in our
coastal communities.
Following the successful peaceful protest on March 21 when nearly 100 lobster
boats lined up single file and ran the cable route from Monhegan to Boothbay,
lobstermen again took their concerns and their voices to Augusta for a rally
against Offshore wind on April 28 . The MLA supported and participated in
the rally. The event attracted hundreds of fishermen, families and community
members who stood together to oppose the industrialization of the Gulf of
Maine and demand that the state of Maine listen to these concerns, answer
the industry’s questions and move forward with complete transparency as the
state grapples with how to transition to renewable energy sources.
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION OSW ANNOUNCEMENT
Offshore wind supporters received a significant boost from the Biden
Administration on March 29, when it announced its ambitious plan to produce
30 gigawatts of offshore wind by 2030. The announcement brought together the
National Climate Advisor, and Secretaries of Interior, Energy, Commerce and
Transportation departments, as well as energy developers and state leaders.
The Biden Administration claims that its offshore wind energy plan will create 77,000 jobs, generate power for more than 10 million homes and avoid
78 million metric tons of CO2 emissions. The plan includes a $230 million investment in port infrastructure, $3 billion in funding through the Innovative
Energy Loan Guarantee Program, and $1 million in grant funding to support
objective community-based research in the Northeast to further understanding of the effects of offshore renewable energy on the ocean and local communities and economies as well as opportunities to optimize ocean co-use. Energy
Secretary Jennifer Granholm called support of this plan “clean energy patriotism.” A recording of the press conference is available online at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Saw47kd0ros.

DEPT. OF INTERIOR REVERSES FINDING FAVORING OF
FISHING INTERESTS
On April 9, a legal memo from Biden’s Department of the Interior reversed a
previous legal opinion released at the end of the Trump Administration resulting in fishing interests being marginalized in offshore wind development
discussions. The Trump Administration’s legal memo had determined that the
Secretary of the Interior has a duty to prevent interference with existing reasonable uses of the exclusive economic zone, such as fishing or vessel transit.
The memo further stated that the Secretary of the Interior should determine
what is unreasonable interference from offshore wind developments “based on
the perspective of the fishing user.”
The new legal opinion from Biden’s Department of the Interior states, “the secretary’s obligations to provide for the ‘protection of the environment,’ the ‘prevention of waste,’ the ‘protection of national security interests of the United
States,’ and the ‘fair return to the United States’ may weigh in favor of secretarial actions to maximize low-emission and renewable electrical generation
from offshore wind facilities, but, in some circumstances, the siting and operation of those facilities may not optimally provide for other ‘reasonable uses’ of
the exclusive economic zone.”
LOBSTER ZONE COUNCIL MEETINGS

On April 21, Governor Mills spoke at the virtual United States Climate Alliance
seminar “Win the Future: Creating Economic Opportunity, Jobs and a New
State-Federal Partnership Through Bold Climate Action.” Governor Mills
joined National Climate Advisor to the White House Gina McCarthy, Governor
Newsom of California, Governor Inslee of Washington, Governor Ige of Hawaii,
and Lt. Governor Barnes of Wisconsin for the discussion.

Maine DMR held a round of zone council meetings this spring to discuss the
Governor’s proposal to build a commercial wind farm off southern Maine,
which the Governor refers to as a research array. The DMR originally planned
to meet with only zones D, E and F, which have fishermen who use the area
under consideration to site the offshore wind farm in federal waters. However,
fishermen in other zones requested that DMR meet with them as well. During
the meetings, DMR explained its role in the Maine’s offshore wind development
process, provided an overview of the project and focused discussion on the information about fishing activity in the area, gaps in that data, and asked for
feedback from zone council members. For the most part, lobstermen expressed
strong concern and opposition to the proposed project.

Excerpts from the Governor’s remarks: “Maine codified 80% clean energy by
2030 [and we] need to ramp up skilled workforce to get there… These jobs are
25% above median wages nationally…. Needed in rural areas where economic
development is sorely needed… As you probably know, Maine is one of the oldest, if not the oldest state in the country so we are working every day to keep
young people here, bring them back, entice them to come back… When I look
at the solar projects and some of the offshore wind development and the prospects for new jobs there, I’m looking at younger people who want to bring their
families here, raise their families here, so economically green jobs are great for
the economy…I’ve heard Gina McCarthy say so often that you’ve got to make

Carl Wilson presented a series of maps of the area of interest, referred to as
“the blob.” The area of interest is approximately 770 square miles in size; the
overview map shows known exclusion zones including shipping lanes and
Department of Defense (DoD) exclusion zones. In creating the maps, DMR has
relied on publicly available data from its own database, the Northeast Regional
Oceans Portal, NMFS, bathymetry charts and individual interviews and conversations. Recently available bathymetry with a 1-mile resolution shows the
bottom around Mistaken Ground and adjacent shipping lanes is not featureless but has various levels of structure. The new data updates charts based on
soundings from over 100 years ago.

GOVERNOR MILLS SPEAKS AT UNITED STATES CLIMATE
ALLIANCE
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
DMR found that areas of depths less than 90 fathoms tend to have overlapping
fishery activity and are more broadly used than areas greater than 90 fathoms
because lobstering activity drops off significantly at these deeper depths.

The entire footprint around each turbine is about 800 to 1000 feet in diameter,
which is based on an assumption of likely siting in approximately 600’ of water.

OFFSHORE WIND FISHERIES WORKING GROUP MEETING
(MARCH 31) –QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

We are still exploring but other known anchoring systems are typically used for
harder bottom. Suction piles are used in sandy conditions and are not viable
for semi-hard bottom or mud. Aventis noted that they do intend to test differing anchoring cable materials such as synthetics and the goal is to minimize
bottom coverage.

Are there other anchoring systems that are being considered for the array and
that use fewer lines or create a smaller footprint? What about suction piles?

Is there a substation for this array?
No, there is not, given its small size and proximity to shore.
If you have 16 turbines, mobile and moving, with interconnecting cables - won’t
the cables be moving and how would you deal with chafing and the like?
The turbines don’t really move more than about 20 meters off center. The technology needs just enough slack in the system but primarily they are stationary.
Why 12 turbines versus a smaller number?

Is Jeffreys Ledge closed to most fishing?
It is part of the Western Gulf of Maine Closure (GMOC). It is a highly used recreational fishing area, close to shipping lanes, North Atlantic right whale activity, and there is commercial lobstering and herring fishing within the GMOC
(on and around the Ledge).
Is the >90 fathom substrate known?
No, it is not. The recent bathymetric data gave us a much better picture of the
contours, but not the substrate.

The proposal is for up to 12 turbines. We do not know how large the turbines
will be (though anticipated range is 10-14 MW). And we do want to learn about
interactions within an array including whether fishing may occur in or between the turbines. So, the number of turbines needs to be sufficient for testing
research ideas.
What kind of fishing might be possible within the array?
The State and the developer will allow fishing within the array. Part of the intent of this project is to test how and what fishing activity can occur. We don’t
intend for any gear to be off limits but whether it is possible to fish all gear
types within a floating array is still an open question, and of course does not
mean that fishermen will decide to fish within it.

When we see red on the map indicating depths less than 90 fathoms, what
should we assume?
Generally, these are conflicted areas used by multiple fisheries.
The map with the red showing depth [here shown in black] is being used as a
proxy for lobstering activity. But are any efforts being taken to determine how
many lobstermen fish in the area of interest in general, the times of year they
fish there, amount of revenue and volume of lobster from the area?
We have pulled all the data we have, including input from individual fishermen, to determine that the 90-fathom line, though not perfect, is a reasonable
proxy for lobstering in the area of concern.
Does the shipping lane extend into the area, including the 5 nm buffer related
to shipping lane,s and would that preclude siting in that area?
The State would work with the Coast Guard and pilots to highlight areas of
concern in this 5 nm buffer area, but siting is not precluded there.
There is a purple area between the TSSs closer to shore that has little fishing in
it. Could we use that area for siting?
We are not sure if that area is large enough to accommodate the site and it is
also in depths below 90 fathoms which would preclude learning more about
deeper siting of floating technologies.

Wind turbines in the ocean are much bigger than the on-land versions. Here
is how the largest turbine on the market, General Electric’s 12MW Haliede X,
compares in size to some well-known structures.

How close can you get to the DoD exclusion zone?

Source: www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/national-international/changingclimate/offshore-wind-turbines-renewable-energy-atlantic-ocean-new-jerseyunited-states-climate-change/2723432.

There is no buffer to that zone, but published information may be out of date,
so the State is conferring with DoD.
Why not fixed arrays?
Fixed arrays would take up a smaller footprint and allow fishing to continue.
For instance, closer inshore by Platts is a shallow area that isn’t used much
by lobsterman. Part of the State’s interest is in exploring the floating technology for deeper water and the potential of “home-grown” technology from the
University of Maine. Most of the GOM wind resource is in deeper water. The
industry standard for fixed bottom turbines is only around 50 to 60 meters or
25 to 30 fathoms, give or take.

Workshop participants stated concerns about fishing within the array, including the difficulty of using mobile gear within the footprint of the array and any
anchors and cables, and tuna fishing where an angler has no control where a
fish goes. All webinars and work sessions are recorded and available on the
Maine Governor’s Energy Office YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/channel/UCJNMdt-HCCIf6kePI6Jqhzg.

Who will the electricity be sold to?

MONHEGAN CABLE SURVEY COMPLETE

There will be a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) from this project to the Maine
grid for 20 + years of the project life span. Thus, there will be an opportunity for
R&D and innovation for the state. What we learn could lower costs for future
offshore wind projects. The developer will fund some of the research, but those
funds would not cover all aspects of the potential research related to the project the State more broadly is interested in.

On April 19, New England Aqua Ventus (NEAV) announced that survey work
on the cable route from Monhegan Island to Boothbay Harbor is complete.
NEAV hired Fugro USA to conduct a geophysical and geotechnical seabed survey using three survey vessels: the large M/V Fugro Explorer (260 feet), the M/V
Go Liberty (150 feet) and the small R/V Westerly.

What is the distance between the turbines?
Although this is still an estimate about 1 nm. If larger turbines get much closer,
they cause wake effects with one another, affecting power and stability.
What is the diameter impact of the anchoring and dynamic cables?

NEAV notes that there is a “compensation program in the event of gear loss
that may have taken place outside of the survey corridor. The gear loss form
posted on its website at https://2blypr312v4ypfi9w15dwdrv-wpengine.netdnassl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/NEAV-Gear-Compensation-Form-v1.pdf.
Lobstermen must provide information on where and when gear was lost, if
Continued on page 10

Page 10 | LANDINGS | May 2021
MLA continued from page 9

you witnessed the gear loss, if you tried to grapple for the gear, if you contacted DMR about it, and the number and rigging of the traps. The form must be
signed and notarized. The contact at New England Aqua Ventus for gear loss is
Duncan McEachern, 254 Commercial Street, Suite 245, Portland Maine, 04101,
207 523 3457 or info@dowdev.com.
MAINE LEGISLATURE UPDATE
As of April 27, the Maine Legislature, including the Marine Resources
Committee, continue to conduct its work remotely. Due to COVID, the state
Capitol complex is not holding in person meetings and all public hearings
and participation are conducted via Zoom or through YouTube. The Marine
Resources Committee clerk is Linda Lacroix, 287-1338 or MAR@legislature.
maine.gov.
Passed
LD 338, An Act To Amend the Law Governing the Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative (DMR bill) reauthorizes the MLMC for five more years, with a
sunset of October 1, 2026.
LD 1182, An Act To Allow Commercial Lobster License Holders To Engage in
Demonstration Fishing with a Special Charter License (Rep. Faulkingham of
Winter Harbor) allows commercial lobstermen to also hold a marine harvesting demonstration license if they use different buoys and tags for the demonstration harvesting than they use for their commercial lobstering.

been scheduled.
LD 987, An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for the Portland Harbor
Commercial Revitalization Project’s Confined Aquatic Disposal Cell and
Dredging Projects (Sen. Chipman of Cumberland), seeks a $28,000,000 bond to
construct a confined aquatic disposal cell within Portland Harbor and conduct
a maintenance dredge of the marine facilities of Portland and South Portland
in order to promote commercial economic growth, maintain the working waterfront and improve the sediment and water quality of the harbor, allowing
the marine industry to continue to grow and support the State’s economy.
The public hearing is scheduled for April 29 at 10am with the Appropriations
Committee.
LD 28 An Act Regarding Access to Lobster Licenses was discussed during the
last legislative session and turned into a Resolve directing DMR to evaluate the
limited entry system for the lobster industry. DMR reported back on March 15,
2021. DMR presented an overview of the state’s lobster entry program. There
are currently 227 people on the waiting list; the longest waiting list is Zone A
with 61 and the shortest is Zone C with 12. In 2020, 60 people from the waiting list and 51 students received lobster licenses. A summary of DMR’s presentation is available at http://legislature.maine.gov/doc/6321. The Committee
will resume discussions on this Resolve; the Committee is authorized to propose new legislation to address this issue. The next work session is tentatively
scheduled for May 4.
RIGHT WHALES

Not Passed
LD 767, An Act To Allow the Participation of Marine Patrol Officers in
Proceedings for Administrative Suspension of a License or Certificate (DMR
bill) proposed to allow a marine patrol officer to represent the Department of
Marine Resources in a hearing for administrative suspension of a license or
certificate. The Judiciary Committee voted ought not to pass on April 15.
LD 502, An Act To Broaden the Definition of “Working Waterfront” with Respect
to Land Use Planning (Rep McDonald of Stonington) was a concept draft to
facilitate a review of working waterfront property to assess whether statutory
or regulatory changes are needed to better recognize and account for waterdependent commercial activities associated with working waterfront in the
State’s land use planning, resiliency planning and climate change adaptation
strategies. The Environment and Natural Resources Committee voted ought
not to pass on April 8.
LD 1146, An Act To Protect Maine’s Waters (Rep. Alley of Beals) was a concept
draft to explore significant changes to Maine’s aquaculture leasing laws. The
Marine Resources Committee voted ought not to pass on April 20.
Could be scheduled for public hearing during a special session this spring or
carried over
LD 101, An Act To Prohibit Offshore Wind Energy Development (Rep.
Faulkingham of Winter Harbor) would prohibit any department or agency of
state government from permitting, approving or otherwise authorizing an offshore wind energy development project. State agencies would be required to
submit legislation necessary to align those provisions of law under their respective jurisdictions with the prohibition on offshore wind energy development
projects by December 1, 2021. The term “offshore wind energy development
project” includes community-based offshore wind energy projects, deep-water
offshore wind energy pilot projects, offshore wind energy demonstration projects and offshore wind power projects, which are all categories of projects currently authorized by law. This bill has been referred to the Energy, Utilities and
Technology Committee and no public hearing has been scheduled.
LD 1619, An Act to Establish a Moratorium on Offshore Wind Power Projects
in Maine’s Territorial Waters (Emergency), would establish a moratorium prohibiting any state agency, municipality or other subdivision of the State from licensing, permitting or otherwise authorizing or approving the siting, construction or operation of a windmill, wind turbine or tower for an offshore wind
power project in state-owned submerged lands or Maine’s territorial waters,
until 2031. The moratorium does not apply to cables, transmission lines and
portside infrastructure that may support offshore wind energy generation and
does not apply to an offshore wind energy demonstration project proposed for
location in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center for which the
Public Utilities Commission has approved the terms of a long-term power purchase agreement. This bill was submitted by the Governor and has been referred to the Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee; no public hearing
has been scheduled.
LD 336, An Act To Encourage Research To Support the Maine Offshore Wind
Industry (Sen. Lawrence York) would require the Public Utilities Commission to
negotiate and, to the maximum extent practicable, enter into or, order another
entity to enter into long-term contracts necessary to facilitate research on the
development of floating offshore wind energy projects on the outer continental
shelf in the Gulf of Maine. This bill has been referred to the Energy, Utilities and
Technology Committee and no public hearing has been scheduled.
LD 391, An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Marine Resources (Rep. McCreight
Harpswell) is a concept draft to allow the Marine Resources Committee to discuss amending the laws governing marine resources. No public hearing has

NMFS Status Report to Federal Court
NMFS filed its required status report with the D.C. District Court on March 30.
The memo provided updates on NMFS actions to finalize the Proposed Rule
and Biological Opinion. Once again, NMFS has not provided any new information. The letter informs the court that they held four virtual public hearings and
convened a virtual meeting of the Take Reduction Team to solicit feedback on
the Proposed Rule and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). NMFS
writes, “The comment period for the proposed rule and DEIS ended on March
1, 2021, and NMFS is reviewing public comments, which will be addressed in
the final EIS and final rule.”
NMFS also informed the court that it provided presentations on the draft
Biological Opinion, the proposed rule and DEIS to the New England Fishery
Management Council, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and
Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council, and accepted feedback on the
document until February 19. NMFS “is working toward completion of a final
Biological Opinion by May 31, 2021.” Notably, NMFS does not provide a date for
which it expects to finalize the proposed rule.
MLA Submits Multiple Comment Letters on Whales
The MLA submitted lengthy comments on a series of federal actions that will
impact Maine lobstermen. Copies of these letters are available on the MLA
website at https://mainelobstermen.org/projects/legal-defense-fund/.
•
•
•
•
•

February 19, Comments on draft Biological Opinion
March 1, Comments on Proposed Rule and Draft Environmental Impact
Statement
March 4, Comments on Draft Right Whale Stock Assessment
March 26, Vessel Strike Speed Rule Assessment
April 2, Climate Resiliency for Fisheries and Protected Resources

The MLA also organized a letter of support ( from MLA, MLDA, MCFA, DELA,
SMLA) which was included in DMR’s request for funds for a federal Community
Funding Project to conduct outreach with the fishing industry to prepare for
future right whale rules. DMR included this summary of the project request:
“The Maine lobster fishery provides $1.5B in revenue to the state through its
direct supply chain, and thousands of jobs. Over the next decade, regulatory
actions to protect right whales are going to require the fishery to significantly
change its operations. These changes are expected to have far-reaching impacts throughout the supply chain and related shoreside industries, as well as
coastal communities. Planning for the future of this fishery is critical to the
economic survival and resilience of Maine’s coastal economy. There are also
many members of the public, both within and outside of Maine, who appreciate the existence and inherent value of right whales. Engaging industry in these
difficult conversations around regulatory action to protect right whales is important not only for the future of the industry but also for the species.”
2021 RIGHT WHALE CALVING SEASON A NOTABLE SUCCESS
NOAA has created a website documenting the mothers and 17 calves born in
2021. “Since the start of the 2021 North Atlantic right whale calving season,
researchers have identified 17 live calves. Only 22 births were observed during
the previous four calving seasons combined, which is less than one-third the
previous average annual birth rate for right whales.” Put another way, 34 calves
were born over the last three years.
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These numbers do not include a dead North Atlantic right whale calf identified
on February 13 along the Florida coast; death was due to a vessel strike. This
was the first calf of the female called Infinity which was also observed with injuries consistent with a vessel strike. There were two other calves that are not
included in the count.
On December 22, 2020, a newborn calf was sighted off El Hierro, an island in
the Canary Islands, which is a historic North Atlantic right whale habitat. The
calf was not seen with a mother and has not been seen since. The first documented right whale birth of the 2021 season was found washed ashore dead
on a barrier island off North Carolina on November 20, 2020. Necropsy results
suggest the calf died during birth, or shortly thereafter.
The right whale calving season begins in mid-November and runs through
mid-April. Female right whales become sexually mature at about age 10. They
give birth to a single calf after a year-long pregnancy. Three years is considered
a normal or healthy interval between right whale births.

stored either on the harvester
vessel and the dory towed by the
harvester vessel, if utilized for
all gear types. Menhaden cannot
be transferred to another vessel
while at sea. Menhaden cannot
be received from another vessel
while at sea. Same day reporting is required by commercial
menhaden harvesters during
the state allocation and episodic
event fisheries.
The noncommercial menhaden fishery daily limit has been
amended from 1,000 pounds
to 1,050 pounds to reflect the
amount landed in three barrels.

MLA photo.

Read the full text of the rule on the DMR website at www.maine.gov/dmr/
laws-regulations/documents/MAPA%204%20Chapter%2041%20Menhaden%20
2021%20Commercial%20Harvest%20Rules_WEB.pdf.
COAST GUARD AND MASKS
A Marine Safety Information Bulletin issued by the Coast Guard on March 22
stated the Coast Guard’s authority to restrict vessel access to ports and operations if they fail to follow the rules as defined by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
The Coast Guard recently affirmed that the CDC’s mask mandate for public
and commercial transportation applies to commercial fishing and research
vessels. The Coast Guard informed the New England Fishery Management
Council during its April meeting, however, that they are not specifically targeting enforcement of the mask mandate in its fisheries enforcement activities.
In late April, the CDC eased its guidelines on the wearing of masks outdoors.
2021 TRAP TAGS
Lobstermen are reminded that trap tags must be in traps by June 1.
2021 AREA 1A HERRING SEASON
On April 23, ASMFC announced the effort control measures for the herring
fishery in Area 1A for June 1 to September 30. The Area 1A sub-annual catch
limit (ACL) is only 1,453 metric tons (mt) after adjusting for the carryover from
2019, the 30 mt fixed gear set-aside, and the fact that Area 1A closes at 92% of
the sub-ACL. In October 2020, ASMFC established the following seasonal allocations for the 2021 Area 1A sub-ACL: 72.8% (1,058 mt) available for season
1 (June 1 – September 30) and 27.2% (395 mt) available for season 2 (October
1 – December 31).
Fishermen are prohibited from landing more than 2,000 pounds of Atlantic
herring per trip from Area 1A until June 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. Landings will be
closely monitored and the fishery will be adjusted to zero landing days when
the season 1 quota is projected to be reached.
Days Out, Landings Limits and At-Sea Carrier Restrictions for Atlantic Herring
Category A permits
The fishery will start on June 13 at 6:00 p.m. Vessels that have declared into the
Area 1A fishery may land herring five (5) consecutive days a week. One landing
per 24 hour period. Vessels are prohibited from landing or possessing herring
caught from Area 1A during a day out of the fishery.
•
•
•
•

Vessels may harvest up to 240,000 lbs (6 trucks) per harvester vessel.
A harvester vessel may transfer herring at-sea to another harvester vessel.
A harvester vessel may not make any at-sea transfers to a carrier vessel.
Carrier vessels may not receive at-sea transfers from a harvester vessel.

2021 MAINE MENHADEN SEASON
On April 26, Maine DMR adopted regulations on the effort restrictions for
the 2021 commercial menhaden fishery. The State Allocation fishery opens
Monday, June 14, 2021 at 12:01 AM with harvest days on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays. Vessel weekly limit is set at 23,800 pounds (68 barrels).
The Episodic Event fishery will operate on Tuesdays and Fridays with a weekly
vessel limit of 14,000 pounds (40 barrels). The Incidental and Small Scale fishery will operate on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays with a daily vessel limit
of 6,000 pounds.

Many thanks to thesHÀQHEXVLQHVVHV
WKH0/$·V.HHSHUPHPEHUV
Interstate Lobster Co.

Northeast Marine Survey

Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts

Novatec Braids LTD

Atlantic Bug Bait
Bar Harbor Bank &
Trust

Island Fishermen’s
Wives

Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Accutech Marine
Propellor

Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. John’s Bay Boat Co.

Pack Edge

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Beals Lobster Pier

Journey’s End Marina

Polyform US

Bell Power Systems

Kip’s Seafood

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Berman Simmons, Attny Lobster Trap Co.
Bowdoin College
Dining Services

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc. Port Lobster Co.
M&B Fish Co.

Power Product Systems

Chapman & Chapman

Machias Savings Bank

Riverdale Mills

Chase Leavitt

Rope Razor

Conary Cove Lobster Co. Maine Financial Group

South Bristol Fishermen’s Cooperative

Maine Center for
Coastal Documentation II Coastal Fisheries
Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance

Superior Marine
Products

Finestkind Scenic
Cruises

Maine Ocean Lobster
Maine Sea Grant

Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative

First National Bank
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.

Marine Hydraulic
Engineering Co. Inc.

Twin City Financial
Group

Georgetown Fishermen’s Cooperative

0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH
Survival Training

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Downeast Boat Co.
Farrin’s Boatshop

Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation

Transfers at sea of menhaden to either a harvester or carrier vessels are prohibited during the State Allocation, Episodic Event and Small Scale fisheries.

Guy Cotten, Inc.

During all three fishery phases, menhaden must immediately be stored in barrels, crates or fish totes, or a combination thereof, upon harvest and remain

Inland Seafood

Infab Refractories Inc.

Midcoast Marine Supply :LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV
Navroc Marine Electronics Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Cooperative
Net Your Problem
Worcesters Lobster Bait
New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance

Lobster & Seafood

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting
Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts
and service. $250 additional discount on any
new vehicle after you make your best price
207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Fishing, Marine & Industrial
Hamilton Marine
Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME -'LVFRXQWVDYDLODEOHWRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Hotels
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

Bait
Atlantic Bug Bait
Machias, ME -- $1 off bucket of hog hide. $40
off a pallet. 207-255-5955
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts
at these ﬁne
businesses!

Electronic Equipment
Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268

Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps.
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Gifts

Cross Insurance Arena
Fuel

Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136
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FRESH BAIT

BUY AMERICAN
BUY AQUAMESH®

DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

Artwork courtesy of Joe Higgins of Fished Impressions

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

1.800.762.6374 • www.riverdale.com • sales@riverdale.com

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

One Stop

FISHERMEN’S SHOP

PZrg^AZfbemhglmZkm^]l^eebg`\hff^k\bZeÛlabg`lniieb^lhnmh_ablL^Zklihkm`ZkZ`^bg*200'
Lbg\^ma^g%a^Zg]ma^AZfbemhgFZkbg^\k^paZo^fZ]^bmma^bkfbllbhgmhinmma^kb`amikh]n\ml
bgma^aZg]lh_ma^\hff^k\bZeÛla^kf^g%Zg]Zmma^[^lmikb\^l:eelbqAZfbemhgFZkbg^lmhk^l
aZo^^qm^glbo^\hff^k\bZel^\mbhgl%b_ghm^gmbk^pZk^ahnl^l%]^]b\Zm^]mhlmh\dbg`Zg]lniierbg`
ma^i^hie^h_ma^Ûlabg`bg]nlmkr'B_rhnZk^Zeb_^mbf^
eh[lm^kÛla^kfZghkZlm^kgfZgcnlmlmZkmbg`hnm'''

Hamilton Can Help!

PZrg^AZfbemhgmZd^lZ_^pAF<k^pf^f[^klhnmmhe^ZkgZ[hnmeh[lm^kbg`bgL^Zklihkm%FZbg^' Photos by Sophie Engstrom ©

800-639-2715
KITTERY

PORTLAND

ROCKLAND

hamiltonmarine.com
SEARSPORT

SW HARBOR

JONESPORT
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Open
n Enrollmentt Iss Back!

Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

Now
w Untill May
y 15th

Patty
y Lovess The
e MLA
A and
d She
e Wantss To
o
Help
p You
u Gett Insurance

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.

To Enroll,, Contactt Patty
y Lovell:

• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.

Apply
y Forr Open
n Enrollmentt
Phone:: 207--860--4482
Email:: plovell@wmca.org

• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com
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,)*&&, " .Free Pickup & Delivery in Maine
Premium Aqualoy 22 Grade
Split & Tapered Couplings
Fast Turnaround
Shafts up to 3" Diameter

G L OBAL
AL
L E X PERIENCE
CE , L O CAL
AL
L S U PPORT
RT

BIG FISH DATA!
Federal and State
VMS
(207) 422-6532 | www.retmarine.com

It’s time to join or renew at the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association.

Private Fishing
Fleet Monitoring

Theresa Chipman

Fishing Operaons
Opmizaon

Our job is to support you and the
future of the industry. Please support us.
www.mainelobstermen.org

ﬁshingsales@woodsholegroup.com
ﬁ
shingsales@woodsholegroup.com
www.woodsholegroup.com/bigﬁshdata
www.woodsholegroup.com/bigﬁshdata
Headquartered
H
eadquartered in
in C
Cape
ape C
Cod,
od, MA
MA with
with oﬃces
oﬃces in
in the
the
Mid
M
i d- A
Atlanc
tlanc and
and Gulf
Gulf of
of Mexico.
Mexico.

BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME
(207) 434-5791

Portland, ME
(800) 244-8727

Thomaston, ME
(800) 426-4526

West Bath, ME
(855) 840-6027

Wakefield, RI
(401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!
Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine
If yoX·UHVHOOLQJVKHOOÀVKOREVWHUVFUDEVVRIWVKHOOFODPVSHULZLQNOHVVFDOORSVHWF
\RXPD\ZDQWWRJLYHXVDFDOO
WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There’s always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!
%X\LQJSURGXFWIURPGHDOHUVZKDUIVÀVKHUPHQDQGKDUYHVWHUV
AC Inc.

Beals, ME 04611

207-497-2261

MAINE LOBSTER

THE SWEETEST ON EARTH

MARKETING Updates
MLMC is driving demand for Maine Lobster in 2021 with creative projects like the following:
Product Innovation
Partnering with a product development team to create new packaged product concepts
featuring underutilized lobster mince - the flavorful bits of meat that come out of the shell
during processing.
New Recipes
Working with influencers to develop and promote 20+ new Maine Lobster recipes
with photography and video that we will use to inspire consumers to cook with lobster
throughout the year.
Sweet Suite
Teaming up with the Kennebunk Resort Collection to develop the Sweet Suite, a lobsterthemed hotel suite that will include a unique lobster menu, a lobster boat tour and more.

facebook.com/lobsterfrommaine

twitter.com/lobsterfromme

instagram.com/lobsterfrommaine
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Giftss $10,000
0 - $49,999
MASS Lobstermen's
Association
John C Ready III
Brendan Ready
Giftss $5,000
0 - $9,999
Sebastian Belle
Downeast Lobstermen’s
Association
Matt Poole
Giftss $1,000
0 - $4,999
Tom Allen
W. Kennedy Boone III
Jerome Briggs
Elizabeth Fenwick
Michael Flanigan
Samuel Hyler
Chip Johnson
Jack Merrill III
Josh Polk
Matt Poole
Craig Sproul
Lee Watkinson
Giftss $500
0 - $999
Joshua Ames
Sonny Beal
Mark Bradstreet
David Cousens
Hews Company LLC
Andrew Hall
Todd Hubbard

$500
0 - $999
9 Cont’d
Stuart Jones
Jennifer Kelley
Midcoast Marine Supply
(T-shirt sales)
William Most
Cody Nunan
Robert O’Hara Jr
Alton Pinkham
Jeffrey Putnam
Sam Rosen
Keith Simmons
Kathryn Simmons
Kathryn Slocum
Ronald Weeks
Giftss $300
0 - $499
Jason Alley
Alison Farrell
Herman Faulkingham
Thomas Fernald
Blaine Hutchinson
Donald Jones
Samuel Joy
Steve Miller
Zachary Piper
Todd & Kim Simmons
Samantha Thompson
Chuck Williams
Giftss $100
0 - $299
Barry Baudanza
Thomas Bennett
Russell Bray

$100
0 - $299
9 Cont’d
Eric Brazer
Greg Byrer
John Clinton
Patrick Clough
Joseph Donnelly
Jordan Drouin
William Faulkingham
Harland Flynn
Kevin Glover
Michael Hutchings
Bobby Ingalls
Roger Kellett
Kyle Koerber
Gene Lazaro
Kenneth Lemont
Gary Libby
Ryan Miller
Marianne Masters
Mike & Karen McConnell
Kyle Nichols
William Nichols
Justin Philbrook
Janet Pollack
William Putnam
Margie– Alice Reyes
Steve Rosen
Joseph Salisbury
Michael Sargent
Irving Brett Schwab
Randall Shepard
Isaac Simmons
Carli Stewart

$100
0 - $299
9 Cont’d
Virginia Wadleigh
Kenneth Weed
Walter Willey IV
Donald Wright
Giftss Underr $100
A.M. Associates Inc (T-shirt

sales)
Nancy Beal
Theodore Boyce
Jon Emerson
Corey Engle
Jeffrey Greiner
Greg Havener
Allison Hepler
Lindsay Hocking-Hauser
Must Be Nice Lobster Co
Gordon Murray
Zoe Pellegrino
Ready Real Estate
John Rohrer
Sadie Samuels
Bradley West
Caleb Wiesing
Richard Wilson
Amber Wotton
Giftss In
n Memoriam

In Memory of Gilbert Collamore
Sr
Clinton Collamore









“a dollar a day”
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Tax Accounting
56 Main St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave.
Farmindale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
john@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bring It Inc.
PO Box 161
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-598-8818
bdurkee24@gmail.com
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Channel Bait
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members
ELECTRONICS

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.
DuraBrite Inc
310 Ellington Ave E
Garden City, NY 11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com
Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
Kittery: 439-1133
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen
Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com
FUEL

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
Old School Pig Hide
31 Number Nine Rd.
Cutler, ME 04626 207-812-5211
oldschooltrcking2@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket for MLA members
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Bar Harbor Whale Watch Company
Julie Taylor
1 West St.
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 888-942-5374
info@barharborwhales.com
www.barharborwhales.com

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Woods Hole Group
Nick Salvi
107 Waterhouse Rd
Bourne, MA 02532
508-540-8080
fishingsales@woodsholegroup.com
www.woodsholegroup.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

INSURANCE

Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire
254 Main St
Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com
Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909 207-363-0876
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

MARINE ENGINES

Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757 508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller
Ron Peck
9 Appollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
www.neprop.com
Discount on Marine propellers, shafting & related items, sales and repairs

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062 207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
South Portland & Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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DMR AQUACULTURE
LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR MAY (as of 4/21/21)
Experimental Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat

E of Western Head & Li'l Rvr Isl, Cutler
Hrbr

Cutler

4 acres

Finfish

3 years

Site Review Complete 3/20/2020

Coffin, Chad

W of Moore Pt, NE of Pound of Tea,
Harraseeket River

Freeport

1.62

shellfish

3 yrs

appl submittedComments due 12/12/20

Whisky Stones, LLC

E of Dogs Head, Harpswell Sound

Harpswell

0.481 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

App rec'd, Comments due 3/3/21

Chebeague Island Oyster Co. LLC

NW of L'il Chebeague, Casco Bay

Long Island

1.72

shellfish

3 yers

Application submitted, comments due 5/8

Doyle, Victor

E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

1 acre

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed

Mussel Bound Inc.

Barlett Narrows, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

3.55 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Scheduled 3/10/21 3:00pm

Dirigo Marine Resources, LLC

E of Wolfe's neck, Recompense Bay

So Freeport

3.85 acres

Shellfish

3 years

appl. rec'd; comment period closes 8/2/20

Norumbega Oyster, Inc

South of Merry Island, Damariscotta
River

South Bristol

3.96

Shellfish

3 yrs

Comments due 2/6/2021

Francis, Arnold

East of Birch Point, Dyer Bay

Steuben

2.86 acres

shellfish

3 yrs

Lease is granted 3/26/2021

Francis, Arnold

Smelt Brook, Dyer Bay

Steuben

3.7 acres

shellfish

3 yrs

Lease is granted 3/26/2021

Standard Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Acadia Aqua Farms LLC

NE of Sunken Ledge, Frenchmen Bay

Bar Harbor

68.3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched. For 2/5/2021

Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC

Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge

Bar Harbor

32 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched 11/19/20 5 pm

Tightrope Farms

south of Carlton Island, Salt Pond

Blue Hill

7.25 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 6/23/20

Johnson, Timothy

SE of Barnes Pt, Middle Bay

Brunswick

17 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 3/15/21, site review TBD

Nice Oyster Company, LLC

E of Woodward Pt, New Meadows River

Brunswick

4.49 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

application rec'd 4/21/21; site review TBD

Shearwater Ventures LLC

E of Li'l Chebeague, Casco Bay: Long Isl
and

Chebeague Isl

3.79 acres

Marine Algae 20 yrs

Site Review complete 4/29/20

Summit Point LLC

N of Lower Basket Ledge

Chebeague Isl

53.38 acres

Marine Algae 20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/12/20 6 pm

Schoodic Seafarm LLC

off Long Mill Cove, Gouldsboro Bay

Corea

2.2 acres

Shellfish

App rec'd 9/24/20; site review scheduled

Summit Point LLC

NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth Cumberland
&

100 acres

Marine Algae 20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Summit Point LLC

S Lower Basket Ledge

see above

Dickenson, Christopher

800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River Damariscotta

1 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing May 10 3 pm- remote

Dodge Cove Marine Farm

SE of Dodg Pt

Damariscotta

11.6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

drat app rec'd, scoping session 2/16/21

Spinney Creek Shellfish, Inc.

NW of Rt 95 Bridge, Spinney Creek

Eliot

2.75 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

hearing sched for 6/16/21 - see MLA calendar
for more info about participation

Coffin, Bailey

W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay

Freeport

6.84 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/2/20

Harraseeket Oyster Co.

S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco
Bay

Freeport

7 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/4/20

Love Point Oysters, LLC

SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/11/2020

Love Point Oysters, LLC

S of Crab island, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.15 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Site review Pending as of 2/20/20

Maine Ocean Farms, LLC

E of Wolfe's Neck, Recompense Cove

Freeport

9.88 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 9/9/20

Islesboro Marine Enterprises, Inc

NE of Flat Island, Penobscot Bay

Islesboro

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 4/1/21, site review TBD

Glidden Point Oyster Co.

West shore, S of Jacks Pt, Damariscotta
River

Newcastle

5.5 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Public Hearing 10/27/20

Hermit Island Oyster Co, LLC

Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows
Rivr

Phippsburg

2.56 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/30/2020

Maine Fresh Sea Farms LLC

Clark Cove, Damariscotta River

So. Bristol

3.6

Marine Algae 20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/09/20 6 pm

Frenchman Bay Oyster Co.

W & S of Ingalls Isl. Sullivan Harbor

Sorrento

5.85 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/17/19

Dewey's Shellfish, LLC

NW of Peters IslandDamariscotta River

South Bristol

0.45

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session sched 11/19/20 6 pm

Brewer, Robert

E of Penobscot Bay SW of Andrews Island Stonington

3.26

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/21/20 4 pm

Harvey, Brian

W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western
Bay

Trenton

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 3/27/2020

Butterfield, Keith

SE of Little Moshier Island

Yarmouth

2.72 acres

Shellfish/
algae

20 yrs

Scoping Session 11/16/20 5 pm

Henninger, Thomas

Broad Cove, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

5.9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application submitted 7/9/20

Cumberland

20 yrs

Maine Source Seafood

E of Lane's Isl, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.48 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Public Hearing 3/16/2021

Moeser, Amanda

S of Lanes Isl, Inner Casco Bay

Yarmouth

9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review complete 5/8/20

Wolfe Neck Oyster Co. LLC

SE of Lanes Island, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

8 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Site Review complete 5/22/20

Experimental Lease: up to 3 years, 4 acres and is non-renewable
Standard Lease: term is up to 20 years, size is up to 20 acres and is renewable
For more information, visit the DMR website
www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture and select “Map & Lease Inventory (pending & current)”
The MLA recommends you sign up for email alerts about aquaculture by selecting the big red email button
at the bottom of their aquaculture page.
Scoping
Session

Application
Submitted

Public
Comments

Site
Review

Public
Hearing

Understand the process! You can make a difference!

DMR
Decision
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Guest

COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN: All lobstermen will be affected by wind energy array

Statement by Jeff Putnam, Zone F meeting on March 23
Welcome to the Zone F meeting to discuss the offshore wind project proposed
by the state of Maine.
This windmill array is proposed to go somewhere in Zone D, E or F. If you do not
fish in these zones please don’t make the mistake of thinking that this may not
affect you. If roughly 16 square miles of Zone F are taken up by windmills the
gear that is displaced from that area could relocate into your zone.
And even more importantly, the state is very clear that this commercial/research array is a pilot project. Full-scale commercial development could start
within five years. If the area that you are fishing now is not impacted by this
proposed project, the next project very well could end up in an area where you
are working. The mid-coast and southern Maine offshore waters are going to be
looked at as highly desirable by offshore wind developers because of the ease
of access to the power grid in Maine that feeds the larger New England market.
If this array does not directly affect where you fish now, the transmission lines
into shore very well could. If you are a Zone F fishermen and this project goes in

Zone E, it is very likely that the main transmission line could run right through the shrimp
grounds offshore Zone F and the inshore
scallop areas such as Broad Sound towards
Cousins Island.
Unfortunately at tonight’s meeting you will
not get a lot of answers to your questions. You
will not know where this project is going to
go, you will not know how big of an exclusion
zone for fishing there will be around the floating platforms, you will not know what type
of mooring system will be used or how much
Jeff Putnam is chair of the
scope, you will not know how those mooring
Lobster Zone F Council. He
lines will affect right whales, you will not find
also operates an oyster farm
out what the transmission lines will do to the
on Chebeague Island.
lobster migration or the ground fish population, you will not see a magic location that the state has found that is unused
by lobstermen or ground fishermen or tuna fishermen or scallopers. In fact, the
state’s own data show that there is not an area that is not used for commercial
fishing anywhere in this area and beyond.
You will not see a study that addresses the socio-economic impacts to fishing
families on coastal Maine. You will know, however, that a box has been checked
by the State of Maine that says ‘Outreach to fishermen’. It doesn’t matter that we
may voice our displeasure with this project, all we will get is a simple “Thanks
for your thoughts” or “Your opinion matters to us.”
To use an analogy, if an aquaculture firm came into Maine and said they wanted
to develop a 16 square mile area for aquaculture but could not answer any of the
questions that I just mentioned and could not show that existing users would
not be adversely affected, they would be laughed out of the room by the very
people who are proposing to file the permit for this offshore wind development.

Locations of proposed wind research array and proposed LMA1 right whale
closure.

The Lobster Advisory Council has already voted against this project, the fishing organizations have all spoken out against offshore wind development and I
hope that before the conclusion of tonight’s meeting Zone F can take an official
position that we oppose offshore wind development off of the state of Maine. I
hope that matters to this state.

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER
AND BAIT CO., INC.

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

207-967-0900 • 207-205-7949 cell
Fresh and Salted Bait

5HGÀVK+HDGV

Herring

Skate

)ODWÀVK

Flounder Racks

Monk Heads

Pogies

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS
16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

WE

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.

WE

SELL BULK ICE!

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
Ask for Allen!

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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GUEST COLUMN: In a pandemic year, science and relationships matter

By Susie Arnold
First published at www.islandinstitute.org on March 24. Reprinted with permission.

group are those people who make a point to try
to attend the roundtable event.

My favorite work event of the year just happened. It was the Fishermen’s
Climate Roundtables. Fishermen’s Climate Roundtables is an annual opportunity for fishermen and scientists to come together and share notes about
the past fishing year, as well as the longer-term environmental changes they
are noticing on the water. For me, a marine scientist, there is nothing more intellectually interesting than conversing with a group of fishermen. Fishermen
often see changes on the water before scientists. For them, sharing their realtime, on-the-water perspective can inform the direction of applied research
that is meaningful to their livelihoods.

Over the last 15 years, many themes have
emerged from the fishermen’s observations. An
important backdrop is the acknowledgment
and downright astonishment from the older
participants about the incredible increase in
the lobster catch. When the event first began
in 2006, fishermen were astounded at the 60-70
million pounds being landed, and for the last
ten years, landings have surpassed 100 million
pounds, reaching 132 million in 2016.

This year marked our 15th annual roundtables event, making it the longest running annual event hosted by the Island Institute—a definite cause for celebration. It also marked one year since I have actually seen any of the colleagues and
friends that participate in this gathering in person. There is a core group of about
15 fishermen who attend every year and a larger group that attends intermittently, largely depending upon how the fishing weather has been that week and
if they can afford to take a day off of the water. Notably, this year, another factor
was how overwhelmed they are by the challenges facing the industry. Depending
upon the specific topics of interest identified by the fishermen, one or two marine scientists are also invited to attend each
year to listen and share their research results.
The spirit of the event is very informal and
gets at the heart of why I love my job. It is all
about bringing people together who might not
otherwise talk to each other and sharing information about science! It’s an opportunity
to hear from true naturalists—fishermen who
have spent the better part of the last 40 years
on a boat, observing what comes up in their
traps and thinking about what is different and
why. Some just use this information to determine where to put their next trap. Others reflect on these data, thinking about how things
have changed over the years, and what it could
mean for their fishery going forward. The latter

Marine scientist Susie
Arnold focuses on the
impacts of climate change
on fisheries and coastal
communities.

Several of the participants are involved in the
EMOLT project (environmental monitors on
lobster traps). They have firsthand data from
their traps that show an increase in bottom water temperature. Due to warming temperatures, the fishery has shifted to offshore/deeper water, and many
lobstermen are now taking multi-day trips, and fishing year-round. There is
also no longer a reliable time of year to expect the lobster molt to occur. New
species are showing up in fishing grounds and traps, and invasive species
they’ve never seen before are fouling their gear. They’ve also noted more extreme weather and an increase of fresh water
input, as well as concerns over ocean acidification’s impact on lobsters.
More recently, there is a lot of talk about the
high numbers of unusually small female lobsters with eggs and that the eggers seem to be
getting smaller every year. A welcome change
is the recent consistency and abundance of
menhaden schools, which are used as a local
source for lobster bait.

Many of the conversations that happen at this
table are influential in steering our program arFishermen have been the first to see the effects of
eas at the Island Institute. They also help to priwarmer temperatures in the Gulf of Maine.
oritize lobster research needs going forward.
Photo by A. Woodworth.
For instance, in response to questions from
fishermen about ocean acidification’s impacts
on lobsters, we led a long-term push to establish a legislative study commission
to address the impacts of ocean acidification on Maine’s commercially important marine species and highlight the need for more research to understand
potential risks posed to lobsters. Additionally, because of the recent juxtaposition of high numbers of females with eggs but fewer baby lobsters showing
up in the nearshore surveys, participants asked for more information about
offshore settlement, or the possibility of baby lobster settling in deeper depths
than could be surveyed using the current method. Now there is an ongoing
and expanding research program to determine if baby lobsters are settling in
deeper waters that are now warm enough to be hospitable nursery habitats.
During the March 2020 roundtables we talked a lot about bait availability and
invasive seaweed and how the troubles surrounding both are linked to warming waters. The day ended, as it does every year, except for this one, with dinner
out at a Rockland watering hole and more exchange of stories from on and off
the water.
By contrast, the March 2021 roundtables couldn’t have been more different.
There wasn’t even a table, but there were many of the same friendly faces,
committed to catching up and learning, even if over Zoom. The social component was surely missed, especially given the added stress facing the fishery
from the pandemic, new whale rules, and proposals of offshore wind farms.
But this year’s topic was a major testament to the years of observations shared
by and cooperative research with fishermen as well as a big advancement in
science. We focused on the new lobster stock assessment, which was the first
ever to include climate variables. Lobstermen have been talking about climate
impacts on their fishery for 15 years at the roundtables, and the science has
finally caught up and included how changes in environmental parameters are
impacting lobster populations.
So much has changed in this fishery because of climate change, and we know
more is to come. Over and over fishermen have adapted to these changes. Many
are also committed to mitigating them, by increasing the energy efficiency of
their operations or putting solar panels on their fishing co-ops. Throughout
these past 15 years, we have seen many changes within the industry and have
worked to find ways to address the issues raised at the Fishermen’s Climate
Roundtables. This event continues to show us that by coming together and
working together, even if it has to be virtually, we can make a positive impact
on the challenges facing our coast.
Relationships matter. Communication matters. Science matters. To put it all
together to solve the complex, climate-related problems facing fisheries today,
fishermen and scientists need a seat at the table. We’re proud to play a role in
helping to ensure those conversations can happen.
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MLMC STEPS UP FOR MAINE’S LOBSTER INDUSTRY
By Melissa Waterman
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) found itself in a delicate
situation last year. The Collaborative’s mission is to build demand for Maine
lobster. Yet national environmental
organizations had focused public attention on the decline in the North
Atlantic right whale population and
a spate of recent deaths, which, the
organizations contended, was due to
the presence of vertical lobster buoy
lines in the water. The reputation of
the Maine lobster fishery, a globallyrecognized sustainable fishery pursued by small owner-operators, was at
stake.

This summer the MLMC will continue to focus on its own message — that the
Maine lobster fishery is a sustainable fishery based on conservation practices
going back decades — with a series of stories for East Coast television stations.
Reporters will be able to remotely ask questions of lobstermen while camera
crews record the interviews. The prerecorded video stories will be available to stations for use whenever they
wish; the video material also will be
used by the Collaborative.
In 2020, the Marine Stewardship
Council suspended certification of
the Maine lobster fishery due to legal issues following the federal court
case against the National Marine
Fisheries Service brought by environmental organizations. The blue MSC
label is a “must have” for seafood buyers throughout the U.S. and abroad.
“Suspension could be a problem for
retail buyers,” LaCroix said. “So we
put out information informing them
of the specific reasons behind it. We
want buyers to have confidence in the
product.”

The Collaborative acted quickly to
counter incorrect information about
Maine lobstermen and the fishery.
“We have always acted to protect the
reputation of the industry, whether it’s
been against other organizations like
PETA or about climate change. We
recognized that lobstermen were frustrated about how they are portrayed
LaCroix recognizes the numerous
in the media,” said Marianne LaCroix,
changes Maine lobstermen have
executive director of the MLMC. The
made over the last 20 years to better
Collaborative produced a fact sheet
protect right whales. As she sees it, the
about the industry for consumers and
MLMC’s job is to ensure that consumseafood buyers, which was re-vamped
ers also recognize those actions.
The MLMC web site, rightwhalesandmainelobstermen.com, gives
and re-released this spring. Several
“The whales shifted to the Gulf of St.
videos on the MLMC’s web site and a
the facts about the many actions Maine lobstermen have taken to
Lawrence, a new habitat. They are
specifically dedicated web site (www.
protect right whales.
not frequenting Maine waters as they
rightwhalesandmainelobster.com)
once did. So even if Maine does make
further emphasized the conservation
additional changes [to the fishery], it will not be able to save the whales by
aspects of the fishery and the sustainable practices of the men and women
itself. We don’t want everyone to breathe a sigh of relief if Maine does make
who harvest lobsters along Maine’s coast.
significant changes because those won’t save the whales,” she said.
The MLMC also created a technical fact sheet on ropeless fishing, a technology
being developed that uses acoustic monitors to release traps from the seafloor.
Environmental organizations have advocated strongly for instituting ropeless
fishing throughout the right whales’ territories. The fact sheet, created specifically for seafood dealers, documents why such technology, now in its infant
stage of development, would not be practical in the U.S. lobster fishery.
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e

In addition, the MLMC conducted a consumer survey to discern what effect

“We found that most consumers did not know
about the issue [of whale entanglements] and
among those that did, it hadn’t affected their
buying habits.”

From one fisherman to another….

the barrage of unfounded accusations about the lobster industry’s role in the
right whale decline has had on consumer preferences. “We conducted the survey last year in June. We found that most consumers did not know about the
issue and among those that did, it hadn’t affected their buying habits,” LaCroix
said. The Collaborative plans to conduct a similar survey this year with added
questions concerning what messages are reaching consumers and their general impression of Maine lobstermen.

We save you money!
31 Number Nine Rd, Cutler, ME 04626
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Diamond Offshore Wind (a subsidiary of the Mitsubishi Corporation) and RWE
Renewables, a division of a large German multinational energy company.
As soon as next year, NEAV plans to build the first U.S. floating offshore wind
turbine off of Monhegan Island, consisting of a 750-foot-tall turbine (to the top
of the blade) built on a 300-foot concrete floating platform in 300 feet of water,
secured to the bottom by chains on a 30-foot anchor, with an underwater cable
running to the mainland. A second larger wind farm, being developed in partnership with the Mills Administration, is proposed in an area around Platts
Bank, one of the Gulf of Maine’s most productive ecosystems. This proposed
commercial wind farm would comprise up to 12 large turbines placed across
an area the size of 7,600 football fields. The electricity produced would be sent
by cable to shore for 20 to 30 years. The Mills Administration touts this as a
“research array.”
“The state calls this a ‘research array’ under the guise that we can learn from this
project but has not allocated a single penny to do this work,” noted McCarron.
“Yet the state has no problem gambling the future of Maine’s fragile ocean ecosystem, sustainable fisheries, and the livelihoods of the tens of thousands of
families it supports along our coast.”
Governor Mills told the U.S. Climate Alliance on April 21 that the state is “drafting a research project for floating offshore wind that is ready to go to BOEM

Fishermen, and their trucks, made their thoughts plain to the Maine
Legislature. MLA photo.
very soon” while the fishing industry continues to call for completion of Maine’s
Offshore Wind Roadmap roadmap before any offshore wind energy sites are selected in the Gulf of Maine.
The April 28 rally was a strong show of unity among Maine’s diverse fishermen
and industry associations. “If we speak loud enough and long enough and have
lots of people like we do here today, we can win the day,” John Hathaway, CEO
of Shucks Maine Lobster, told the crowd. “It’s not how many times you get
knocked down, it’s how many times you get up... We’re ready to stand up, to
speak up, to rise up, and make our voices heard. And our votes count to those
inside those four walls who make our laws. It’s our right, it’s our duty to our
communities and our families. If we speak up, politicians will listen. They represent us. It’s their duty and it’s also their political future. If not the big money
wins. So it’s all up to us. It’s up to all of us to speak up to speak the truth and if
we do the politicians will listen and Maine lobster will win the day.”
“We are all in this together. Our efforts today, I believe, will determine the future of our children and grandchildren who may want to be part of this industry,” stated lobsterman Clinton Collamore of Waldoboro.

Many fishermen at the rally spoke of a feeling of unity in the face of the
Mills’ administration’s push for offshore wind development. MLA photo.

The rally ended with a motorcade of hundreds of trucks and cars that travelled
from the Augusta Civic Center to the Blaine House.

Fraser continued from page 3
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It is past time to have some uncomfortable discussions. What price, for example, is the lobster industry expected to pay to mitigate the risk of entanglement
of a single right whale? When was the last entanglement, anyway? Should we,
in the name of good intentions, decimate an industry that is a way of life along
Maine’s coast and provides thousands of jobs afloat and ashore? That’s a tough
question, but it’s fair. The truth is that northern rights will survive — or not —
regardless of what Maine lobstermen do.
An analogous discussion is called for regarding wind turbines. Even stipulating
that a shift to clean energy is inevitable, what’s the master plan? Is it to try this
and that here and there and tell folks adversely affected to suck it up?
Lately we hear a lot about economic justice; the idea that the most successful economies are the ones that are fairest to the most people. It’s a worthy if
idyllic notion, and typically we hear it in the context of citizens who have not
been afforded opportunities others have embraced. The notion applies as well
to working men and women, including those involved in the use of natural resources. And in its calculation, we are going to have to reckon with worrisome
environmental factors — climate change, species decline, and others, as yet
uncharted — in such a way that the lives and livings of working people are not
the only variables in the equation.
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FISHERMEN SPEAK OUT AT AUGUSTA RALLY AGAINST
OFFSHORE WIND INITIATIVES
Riley Eaton, lobsterman and graduating senior, Deer Isle-Stonington High
School
“I’m an avid supporter of sustainability renewable energy and keeping our
earth green. However I do not believe that sticking windmills in the middle of
the delicate ocean ecosystem will solve any of our problems. In fact I think it
will cause more disruption and disturbance than the small amount of energy
we gain is worth… Why is it OK for there to be many vertical lines holding
floating windmills in place but not OK for fishermen to have these lines? The
impact on our marine ecosystem will be exponential in ways we don’t even
know yet… These turbines are threatening our industry, my future. ... If we don’t
fight this now we might not have the opportunity to in the future.”
Billy Bob Faulkingham, lobsterman and Representative from Winter Harbor
“We fishermen are great stewards of the environment because we depend on
it to make a living… These gigantic pieces of garbage…. are a terrible idea for
the marine environment… One of the great selling points is that we could be
the first in this science project. But why? Why would we do that when we have
so much value in the Gulf of Maine would we be a science lab for this experiment?... What does a chain link the size of a Volkswagen car do when it dredges
the ocean bottom with every ebb and flow of the tide? Absolute devastation…
And they’ve hired one of the biggest money lobbyists in Augusta to be lobbying our legislators over there. And I can tell you one thing. There is no lobbyist
more powerful than these people right here! Make your voice heard. Say no to
windmills in the GOM.”
Andrew Dorr, Town Manager, Vinalhaven
“I’m here today to insist that people that are part of the long heritage and protection of the ocean be given a voice to ensure its future success. The lobster
fishery makes up an overwhelming majority of our local economy either directly or indirectly… The state’s proposed research array in offshore wind development in the Gulf of Maine needs to be reviewed and pursued with only the best
interest of the commercial fishing industry in mind. We ask that you slow down
take the time to work with commercial fishermen and other ocean users.”
Clinton Collamore, lobsterman, Waldoboro
“We’ve always got through it, made it work. It’s our way; the Maine way. But
now there are things that are taking away from our industry that are beyond
us. We need help... The powers that be need to step up and support our industry… We have to do this one voice, not the ‘I and me’ attitude. That’s how I was
brought up and it’s not that way anymore. We are all in this together… Our
efforts today, I believe, will determine the future of our children and grandchildren who may want to be part of this industry. So we must try.”
Matt Gilley, lobsterman, Harpswell
I’m an inshore fisherman, and these windmills aren’t necessarily going to be
placed where I fish. I’m very involved, I’ve asked many questions; most of the
questions they don’t have answers for. The conclusion that I’ve come to after
all these meetings is that these mills are bad for Maine, bad for the environment, and bad for fishing. As stewards of the sea and our small owner operator
businesses, we operate the most sustainable fishery in the world. We work our
butts off to protect the environment and save it for the next generation… All
as we are asking for is a plan, some studies to be done, show us the science,
show us the data... They are trying to put an untested powerplant in the Gulf
of Maine… They’re going to have three 2,500 foot chains securing them to the
ground, each link will be the size of a full size truck. And as these turbines
move up and down, these chains sweep the bottom crushing any sea life underneath them… The research array is being placed almost directly next to the
area they want to close to fishing to help protect the endangered right whale…
The rate payers, the general public; not just the fishermen are going to feel the
pain from this… I love to fish, I want to continue fishing, but I also do not want
to see my environment destroyed by offshore monstrosities.
Gerry Cushman, lobsterman, Port Clyde
“You are hardworking fishermen who love your community. You get up extra
early, to get in extra early to coach your kids. When something happens to
your community, you guys step up to the plate and answer. They don’t give two
craps about any of that. They care about green money and dividends. Diamond
doesn’t look at you the way that most of you look at each other: hardworking
people. They can’t see that. All they see is greed and money… I want us to stay
united… please, stay the course, say no to offshore wind. Period!”
Ty Babb, lobsterman, Tenants Harbor
“I measured up what the windmill might look like last night in my shop. This
white rope symbolizes the 350’ upright tower. Three more ropes up in the parking lot 244 foot wings. The stuff down there that goes across the road is another
150 feet of underwater structure, 110 feet to help support it, and that is without the chain… Now it’s our job to [ask] what’s is going to effect? What kind
of impact is that going to have and who is going to take responsibility for it?...
I’m not sure that the people who designed this wind tower that is three time
the height of the capitol building, that’s 185 feet, and this wind turbine is 600

feet, stood down there for 12 months and looked up in the sky and said ‘Who
flies by here?’, ‘Who swims by here?’, ‘Whose spot is this?’ I don’t believe that’s
a corporation’s spot, I believe that is nature’s spot. Everyone of you here, is here
because it pulls on a heartstring for some reason, it’s your edge. You’re worried
about your grandkids, worried about the birds, your worried about the butterflies, you’re just worried about green energy… No matter how hard you push
wind power, its’ not the option for us. The option for clean, sustainable energy,
is something that doesn’t go right in the middle of an ecosystem that feeds hundreds of thousands of people in the course of a year... Lets stick together, let’s
work together and let’s look at the facts.”
Julie Rabinowitz, Maine People Before Politics
“We know that there are environmental impacts; we don’t know exactly what
those environmental impacts are… You are the true environmental stewards,
you are out there every day, you understand the oceans, you understand the
real environment, you’re fighting for your livelihood and the state needs to slow
down and make sure we’re not going to do long term damage to the iconic heritage industries of Maine.”
Michael Yoe, CEO Lobster 207
“In fishing communities of Maine, there is no backup plan... If you want to grow
up here and stay here and live in this beautiful state and build a life for your family, you don’t really have many options… Generations of fishermen have invested
in the Gulf of Maine… Make no mistake about it, you are in a fight. And the
fight is in your backyard... We do all have to have one common goal... to save the
industry that you and generations before you have grown and built. Maine lobstermen and their families and our coastal communities are worth fighting for.”
Monique Coombs, Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
“Developing the ocean with incredibly large and astronomically expensive
structures does not get us closer to achieving any goals to provide solutions to
our climate change emergency. Instead it allows some to continue a lifestyle of
overconsumption and abundance, it provides even fewer with a large fortune,
and it shutters many family fishing businesses. Businesses like the ones my kids
started and are looking forward to working on again this summer. So, I ask of
everybody to support Maine fishermen, to choose Maine kids, to eat Maine seafood, and to protect the ocean and our climate by becoming better stewards of
the ocean and environment.”
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In the
NEWS
BATTLE BEGINS OVER WHO CAN WORK ON OFFSHORE
WIND ENERGY PROJECTS
Maine’s largest construction contractors say they fear being shut out of work
in the state’s nascent offshore wind industry because of a pending labor
agreement between the lead project developer and trade unions. At issue is
an agreement being negotiated between New England Aqua Ventus and the
Maine Building and Construction Trades Council on the role of skilled labor
in building a demonstration floating offshore wind turbine near Monhegan
Island. That arrangement, called a project labor agreement, would set terms
and conditions for employing workers from trade unions on the project. But
more broadly, it could set a precedent for work and hiring rules for hundreds
of future jobs that clean-energy advocates hope will emerge in offshore wind.
LISTENING FOR SHARKS
The Maine Department of Marine Resources’ Great White Shark Research Team
installed two acoustic receivers in the water late last year, one off Bailey Island
and then another near Popham Beach State Park. They chose both locations
because that’s where the seals are, a white shark’s favorite food. This year, the
DMR will install 20 or more acoustic receivers up and down the Maine coast to
collect even more data on the status of great white sharks. While white sharks
haven’t been all that common off Maine, more and more are making their way
here as the water warms in the Gulf of Maine. When an acoustic receiver receives a “hit,” the Atlantic Great White Shark Conservancy’s Sharktivity App
will then inform its users where and when the hit took place.
CAN OYSTER SHELLS DE-ACIDIFY CLAM FLATS?
In April researchers and volunteers laid out 120 plots of crushed oyster shells on
a tidal flat in South Portland, near the mouth of the Fore River as it flows into
Casco Bay. The experiment will test whether oyster shells collected from restaurants can be used to reduce the acidity of tidal flats and restore shellfish production. Over the next several months, the shells will dissolve; scientists will measure the impact the shells have on the pH of water in the mud. Softshell clams
struggle to develop in tidal flats where the mud has a higher pH. The experiment
is being conducted by the Downeast Institute, with $99,180 in federal funding
through the Casco Bay Estuary Partnership and the Climate Ready Estuaries
Program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Project partners include
the Maine Coastal Program, Gateways to Opportunity and Bigelow Labs.
SCIENTIST NOMINATED TO HEAD NOAA
The Biden Administration has nominated Rick Spinrad for Under Secretary
for Oceans and Atmosphere and Administrator for the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Spinrad is a professor of oceanography at Oregon State University and the former chief scientist for NOAA. The
nomination comes as NOAA is amidst the longest period without a Senateconfirmed administrator since its creation in 1970. Former President Donald
Trump had nominated Barry Myers, the former CEO of AccuWeather, to the
position in 2017, but Myers ultimately withdrew from consideration. Spinrad is
an oceanographer with decades of experience. He retired from NOAA in 2016
after being appointed Chief Scientist under President Obama. Spinrad had
been the head of NOAA’s Research Office and the National Ocean Service and
co-led a White House committee on developing the country’s first set of ocean
research priorities.

LOBSTER GOES GLAMOROUS
A new partnership between the lobster industry’s marketing group and a
Kennebunkport hotel aims to promote the crustacean’s popular appeal as
well as the industry’s sustainable practices. The Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative (MLMC) and the Boathouse Waterfront Hotel introduced the
“Maine Lobster Suite,” which features a guest room with lobster-themed décor
and furnishings such as lobster trap rocking chairs and Grundens fishing bibs.
Guests also receive a hotel package that includes lobster-themed menus and a
lobster cruise, and various promotional perks. The promotion takes place from
May 26 to Oct. 3. MLMC executive director Marianne LaCroix said that the
idea to create a lobster-themed hotel suite came about before the pandemic
erupted last year. The aim is to generate positive stories about Maine lobster
in consumer lifestyle publications. The lobster suite promotion first garnered
online articles in Food & Wine and Travel & Leisure. Both of those articles then
were picked up on several Yahoo! sites, including its news and entertainment
sites, among others.
MASS. LOBSTERMEN PROTEST CLOSURE
Forty Massachusetts lobster boats took part in a boat parade protest in early
April to bring attention to Massachusetts’ current closure of virtually all of its
state waters to commercial lobstering as a protection for North Atlantic right
whales. The boats were primarily from Gloucester, Manchester and Rockport,
Massachusetts. Lobstermen are upset about the statewide closure, which requires them to remove all traps and other gear to lessen the possibility of entanglement with right whales as they migrate through Massachusetts waters
on their way north. In 2022, the closure will run from February 1 to at least
May 1, and possibly to May 15, depending on the presence or absence of right
whales in state waters. The new state regulations also include specific gear requirements, including new lines that break away at 1,700 pounds of pressure
and a maximum buoy line diameter of 3/8-inch. The gear requirements will go
into effect this month.
LAWSUIT SEEKS TO OPEN ACCESS TO INTERTIDAL ZONE
Benjamin Ford, a partner in the new Portland-based law firm Archipelago Law,
filed a lawsuit in April in an effort to overturn a decision made three decades
ago by the Maine Supreme Judicial Court in what is known as the Moody Beach
case. That decision, Ford said, was a “historical mistake” that “locked away
thousands of miles of the Maine coast.” “The Maine Supreme Court’s decision
in the so-called Moody Beach cases has led to nothing but confusion, conflict,
and ridiculous litigation over whether seaweed is more like a worm or a tree,”
Ford said in a statement. “This mess was created by lawyers and judges and it
needs to be fixed by lawyers and judges.”
In 1989, in Bell v. Town of Wells, the state’s top court ruled that the only public
rights recognized in intertidal areas are those that were outlined in the original
Massachusetts colonial ordinance: fishing, fowling and navigating. That means
beachfront property owners along Maine’s coasts have property rights all the
way down to the low-tide area, except for an easement to allow the public to
engage in those three permitted activities.
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DMR SPRING TRAWL SURVEY BEGINS
MAY 3
DMR press release

The spring inshore trawl survey is scheduled to begin
in New Hampshire waters on May 3, working its way
east to finish up about June 4 near Cutler/Lubec. The
vessel is a white fiberglass Northeast 54’, the F/V Robert
Michael of Portland, captained by Rob Tetrault.
The survey is designed to provide information that has
not been available to NOAA Fisheries Service for stock
assessments. Obtaining this information is critical to
making rational management decisions. The better information we have about all our fisheries resources, the
better we can ensure a future for both fishermen and
the resource.

Sorting the haul from the trawl.
DMR photo.

As in the past, DMR asks that an area 1/8th mile on either side of the tow line be clear of fixed gear on the
scheduled day of the tow. The survey team makes every effort to avoid contact with gear by making at least one and often two passes on the tow line before we set our gear. However, if buoys are
running under, we cannot see them and mistakenly conclude that the area is clear. Clearing the
area of gear avoids gear contact.
Each Class I, II, and III lobster license holder will receive a notice of the start of the survey with
a link to the DMR website with the daily scheduled tow locations, coordinates and charts. If
weather does not permit us to work, we expect that lobstermen will not be fishing that day, and
the trawl survey will slide the schedule one day forward. Marine Patrol will be on hand as well to
assist with tow operations, including moving traps.
Because weather and mechanical difficulties occasionally throw the survey off schedule, DMR
has established several ways to assist you in obtaining accurate information. The best source of
information is directly from the boat crew. You may hail them on either channel 16 or 13, and
then switch to your preferred local working channel. The crew cell phone is 207-557-5276. Cell
phone service can be spotty at times, but messages can be left for the crew to return your call.
In a past year there was some disagreement that that placed people and boats in danger. All
fishermen should understand that any actions that endanger people or property may be violating the law and could be subject to both criminal and civil penalties. DMR wants to avoid such
situations and ask for your cooperation. If you have concerns, please contact us immediately.
Charts, coordinates and survey dates available on Maine DMR website at www.maine.gov/dmr/
science-research/projects/trawlsurvey/sp21/index.html.

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888

2021 MAINE LOBSTER BOAT RACING

6&+('8/(
19 JUNE
Boothbay Harbor
Ashlee Lowery (207) 808-9230
20 JUNE
Rockland
Nick O’Hara
Mike Mayo

(207) 542-4348
(207) 542-1879

3 JULY
Moosabec Reach,
Beals Island/Jonesport
Roy Fagonde (207) 610-4607

25 JULY
Harpswell
Amanda Peacock (207) 756-3104
Kristina York
(207) 449-7571

21 AUGUST
Long Island
Lisa Kimball
Amy Tierney

(207) 332-3968
(207) 317-1576

11 JULY
Stonington
Cory McDonald

14 AUGUST
Winter Harbor
Chris Byers

22 AUGUST
Portland
Katie Werner

(207) 807-1832

(207) 664-4525

(207) 963-7139

Genevieve McDonald (207) 266-5113

27 JUNE
Bass Harbor
Colyn Rich

(207) 479-7288

18 JULY
Friendship
Robin Reed

(207) 975-9821

15 AUGUST
Merritt Bracket, Pemaquid
Brent Fogg
(207) 563-6720
Sheila McLain
(207) 677-2100

16 OCTOBER
Annual Meeting/Awards Banquet
Robinson’s Wharf, Southport
Jon Johansen
(207)-223-8846

All Races:
Sign-up
Races Start

8 to 9 AM
10 AM

Exception: Long Island: Sign up
10 to 11 AM, Start 12 PM.
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LOBSTER BOAT RACES RETURN WITH A ROAR!
By Jon Johansen
Last year the Maine Lobster Boat Racing
Association held six of its usual 11 races; in most
cases the race was the only event to be held in
that town during 2020. It was not easy for race organizers as there were a number of obstacles that
they had to overcome to satisfy the powers that
be. It was easy to prove that the racing could be
done in a safe manner, but some organizers were
still told that they could not hold the races. Others
persevered and made it happen, which was much
appreciated by the racers and spectators alike.

Starlight Express, [Northern Bay 36, 900+-hp
Mack] but delays kept her on the hard for the
2020 season. Will she make an appearance
this year and if so will she be able to keep
up with Cameron Crawford’s Wild Wild West
[West 28, 1,000-hp Isota], who we know was
doing over 63 mph last year? If it happens it
will certainly be one of the highlights of the
year.

There are several other new boats coming
to the races this year. Doug Dodge of Beals
Island has finished his wooden 28-foot
boat powered with a 350 gas engine. Roger
Already there is a lot of anticipation about the
Kennedy of Kennedy Marine Engineering in
upcoming 2021 races. At the Annual Meeting
Steuben has built a Crowley 36. Jeremy Beal
and Banquet held last October no changes were
Photos courtesy of Jon Johansen
of Wayne Beal Boat Shop in Jonesport is
made to the rules or classes. A tentative schedule
building a Wayne Beal 32. However, all eyes
was also introduced, with all 11 events penciled
Isla
are on Steve Johnson of Long Island.
We know he has a turbine engine which
in. Over the winter all confirmed that they planned to run this year. There still
he’s putting into a Crowley 36. No one is sure how this is going to work, but
could be issues so you should be sure to confirm that the event is on.
you can be guaranteed that this could be the year’s showstopper!
There is plenty of discussions among those who follow the races about some of
After the uncertainties of 2020, we are all glad to see that this year is certainly
the new boats coming out this year. Last year we hoped to see Alfred Osgood’s
shaping up to be a great racing season!

Stonington Lobster Co-op
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286; 800-315-6625
lobstercoop@myfairpoint.net
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Winter HarborFishermen’s Co-op
23 Pendleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com

Maine Fishermen’s Co-operatives
Since 1947
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South Bristol Fisherman’s Co-op

Swans Island Fishermen’s Co-op
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

35 Thompson Inn Rd.
PO Box 63
South Bristol, ME 04568
207.644.8224
sbcoop63@yahoo.com
www.southbristolcoop.com

