October 2017 | Vol. 25, No. 10

ANOTHER MAINE LOBSTER BOAT RACING SEASON
COMES TO A CLOSE
By Jon Johansen, publisher, Maine Coast News
With the conclusion of the Multiple Sclerosis Harborfest Lobster Boat Races
in Portland on August 20, the 2017 Maine Lobster Boat Racing Association’s
season came to an end. The season ran
smoothly, with no major issues. More
racers participated than the season
before. Despite the good numbers and
no problems, there is always room for
improvement. The schedule will likely
expand next year.
Almost every venue saw an increase
in participants compared to last year;
totaling up all the races there were 649
boats that competed at the ten harbors, 32 more racers than in 2016 and
57 more than in 2015. The best turnout
we have had in the last ten years was
in 2012 when 696 racers competed
at 12 venues. The worst year was in
2009 when just 359 racers came out to
compete. The top venue this year was
Stonington with 107, just three more
than Winter Harbor. Stonington is one
of the most popular locations, being

right in the middle of the coast with great racing and great prizes. Boothbay
had the lowest turnout, but this can be blamed on the weatherman for forecasting 30 knots of wind and rain, when it turned out to be a beautiful sunny
day with a light breeze.

The Friendship lobster boat races were favored with sunny skies
and light winds. Here Marshall Spear’s Jacalwa pushes through.
J. Johansen photo.

There are not many boats competing
in the Gasoline classes, as most working boats have switched over to diesel.
Randy Durkee’s Black Diamond came
out and dominated Class C, and there
was hope that Mike Dassett might get
his new boat over in time to give Randy
some competition. Unfortunately,
Mike’s boat did not go overboard until
after the racing season was finished.
In Class D there was some excitement
as Steve Johnson repowered Lynn
Marie with a 1,000-hp Chevrolet engine. Who would be her competition?
Shawn Alley had said that his engine
needed work and that Little Girls would
not be out this year. Bruce Engret’s
Thunderbolt was also out this season.
So in Boothbay it was all Lynn Marie. In
Stonington, however, out of nowhere
Continued on page 16
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LOBSTER TO DOLLARS:
WHAT’S LOBSTER REALLY
WORTH TO MAINE?
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By Michael Donihue, Professor of Economics, Colby College
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Members of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association know this story
well: Maine’s iconic lobster industry is arguably the most visible, and
probably the most economically important, asset for the state. In
2016 more than 130 million pounds of Maine lobster were harvested,
valued at over $547 million — the highest-ever value of the lobster
fishery in Maine. However, there is little known about the economics
of the industry after the product leaves the dock. Wholesale distribuContinued on page 7
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What are the economics of moving lobster from dock to
diner? Maine Lobster Festival photo.
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Boy, can those boats move! The Maine lobster boat racing season has come to a close and once again it’s been
an exciting summer. Many people may think of the Maine
lobster boat simply as a durable workhorse, chugging out
to trap after trap after trap, week after week, month after
month. But when these boats turn up at the annual races,
their racehorse qualities come to the fore. Landings offers
an overview of the season this month, provided to us by
Jon Johansen, publisher of Maine Coast News.
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We also hear from Colby College economics professor
Michael Donihue. Donihue is in the midst of a study of
Maine’s lobster dealer network,
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both its direct and indirect economic value. Through interviews
with lobster buyers and dealers,
Donihue hopes to determine the
industry’s economic impact and
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throughout the state.
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The economic impact of the
lobster industry is foremost in
the mind of Matt Jacobson, executive director of the Maine
Lobster Marketing Collaborative
(MLMC). As he writes in this
month’s issue, 2016 was a banner year for Maine lobstermen in
terms of price and landings. This
year, however, that price has taken a tumble despite a slowdown
in landings. Jacobson explores
the various headwinds dampening the price paid to Maine lobstermen and gives his thoughts
about the situation in the future.

We also continue our series on young people who have
received Maine Fishermen’s Forum scholarships. These
scholarships go to Maine students who are fishermen or
come from families involved in the fishing industry. Over
the years the Forum has provided more than $385,000 in
scholarship aid to young people like Catherine McDonald
of Jonesport and Merritt Wotton of New Harbor, who are
featured in this month’s issue.
Our “People of the Coast” subject this month is Gordon
“Skip” Connell, a lobsterman from Spruce Head. Connell
is highly regarded among mid-coast lobstermen for his
seamanship both on a lobster
boat and on a multitude of
sailing vessels. Connell’s journey, from a child fishing in
the summer from his family’s
island in the Mussel Ridge archipelago to his life as a Maine
lobsterman, illustrates the
varied routes many follow to
make a living from the sea.

Could frozen alewives act as a substitute for

Landings also investigates the
uptick in whale entanglements
on the West Coast. The news
this summer has been full of
stories about North Atlantic
right whales found dead in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
in New England waters. Off
the coast of California, Oregon
and Washington, whale entanglements have been growing in number for the past four
years. Environmental organizations are suing the state of
California and the federal government to try to make sure
that such entanglements stop.
But the reasons for whale entanglement in snow crab and
other gear are complex, as we
note in this month’s article.

The lobster fishery remains the
herring? A collaborative project in Tenants
foundation of Maine’s coastal
Harbor between lobstermen and The Nature
economy but many worry about
Conservancy wants to find out.
relying too heavily on one speM. Carey photo.
cies. Some lobstermen are taking
a chance on doing something different to diversify their income stream while remaining in Finally, Landings talks to Jeff White, president of the York
the fishery. Landings takes a look at one North Haven lob- Lobstermen’s Association, started by his late father, Pat
sterman, Karen Cooper, who now farms sugar kelp at a site White. The York Lobstermen’s Association is a collegial
off the island. Cooper is enthusiastic about the possibilities group. They organize a lost trap clean-up each summer,
this type of aquaculture may offer her and others on North distribute money for local purposes such as student scholarships, and generally keep lobstering traditions alive. As
Haven.
In Tenants Harbor, local lobstermen have teamed up with White noted, the pressure of residential growth along the
The Nature Conservancy on a project to test the attrac- most southerly section of the Maine coast is not going
tiveness of frozen alewives as lobster bait. Alewives run in away. “You have to realize that it’s a lot different down here
Maine rivers and streams in May. Harvesters licensed by than in other parts of the coast. We are extremely tight on
local towns catch the fish, which are eagerly used by lob- commercial space,” White said. A round of applause to the
stermen fishing in the spring. The Tenants Harbor pro- York Lobstermen’s Association as they continue to make
ject looked at how well frozen alewives work as bait when their way in a sea of development.
compared to herring. Merritt Carey of the Tenants Harbor
Fisherman’s Co-op gives us an update in this issue.

Thanks for reading Landings. We would love to hear your
feedback.
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GUEST COLUMN: Uncontrollable headwinds affect lobster price
By Matt Jacobson

Traditionally, sales and marketing are customer-focused. And that is true here
at the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC). But every now and
then, we get a chance to provide some feedback on issues that we see affecting
the market even as we try to influence it.
As in every complex supply chain with multiple players with unaligned goals
and separate business strategies, there are things at the outset we do not know.
That said, here is how I see our environment in the fall of 2017.
First, 2016 was a unique year. Volume was the largest ever for both the Maine
and the Canadian lobster fisheries. Demand and prices
stayed high throughout the whole supply chain and, as a
result, fishermen experienced their best year for price in
several decades.

first will need to go through customer
acquisition, supply chain enhancement,
and packaging reengineering to pivot
to a different market. The dealers who
might be strong in U.S. or Asian markets will have to invest capital in freezers, trucks, and new customers in order to absorb this shifted volume. That
will eventually happen, but the process
takes time and during that time, there
is another headwind on prices
throughout
the
supply chain. This
is a significant disruption.

The uncertainty about
U.S. trade policy is
another headwind
affecting prices ...

Large processors, however, had an ample volume of lobster meat in their freezers heading into the spring of 2017.
Initial 2017 Canadian landings were high, and many processors, fearing a huge year like 2016 and knowing that
they did not have the capacity to hold meat from 2017 on
top of 2016’s harvest, lowered their prices. Demand still remained strong, but
large processors did not deploy the capital that was required to hold potential
world-record harvests for two years in a row. The oversupply from 2016 and the
strain that put on existing capacity provided a significant headwind going into
Maine’s summer season.

CETA. The Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement between Canada
and the European Union (EU), which went into effect in September, removes
the 8% tariffs on live lobster and, over five years, the whopping 20% tariff on
processed product. That means that U.S. lobster will immediately cost 8% more
than our Canadian competition. Maine exports nearly 20 million pounds of
lobster per year to the EU (Italy, Belgium, France, Spain, and the UK are the
largest buyers). The result of the Canada-EU agreement is that nearly 20 million
pounds of Maine lobster will need to go somewhere else.

The uncertainty about U.S. trade policy is another headwind affecting prices at every level of the supply chain. Currently, all that has happened is that
Maine lobster is being sold at a lower price. Ultimately, if the trade agreement
is changed some of the volume that formerly went to South Korea will need to
find a home somewhere else, or if it goes to South Korea, it will go at a reduced
price.
Weather. Beyond the breathtaking pictures we’ve seen of the devastation left
by Harvey, Irma, Maria, and Jose is the very real market disruption they have
caused. Houston is the fourth-largest city in North America. Florida is home to
Continued on page 18
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South Korea. You
might have seen
headlines lately
that President Trump is considering
withdrawing from the U.S.-South Korea trade pact. While no action has been
taken at the federal level, you can be sure that South Korean customers are
exploring other options, making the sales process for Maine companies that
much more difficult. While volume figures are difficult to get, South Korea is in
the top five countries in the world for imports of Maine lobster.
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But the problem has more complexity that you might think at first glance.
Maine processors who have significant supply chain networks in Europe do not
have the ability to simply move that volume of product somewhere else. They

Matt Jacobson is the executive
director of the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative.
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GUEST COLUMN: Data portal gives new way to understand marine economy

By Nick Battista
First published in Working Waterfront and reprinted with permission
Look out at Rockland Harbor and you may see a tanker heading up the bay
to Searsport, a midwater trawler coming in with a load of herring, or the cement tug and barge heading south. Thanks to a federal ocean planning initiative, those interested in the maritime world can do more than speculate about
these vessels.
The Northeast Ocean Data Portal (www.northeastoceandata.org) and the Mid
Atlantic Ocean Data Portal (www.midatlanticocean.org/data-portal) aggregate and display an unprecedented amount of information and kinds of data
about where these kinds of vessels are generally found in the Gulf of Maine, or
where various species of whales, birds, fish, and other creatures are found.

The data used to create the portal maps,
however, has not been collected for the lobster industry....
Some particularly interesting and representative maps include:
Commercial Fishing Vessel Activity: Herring 2011-2014, <4 knots (http://www.
northeastoceandata.org/9YMRvXO5) This map shows where herring vessels are
traveling at less than 4 knots, which is a reasonable indication the vessels are
fishing for herring. You can see hotspots of activity off the Maine coast. In a
typical summer, fresh herring from these areas is an important source of lobster bait.
Commercial Fishing Activity: Bottom Trawling <65 feet, 2011-2013 (http://bit.
ly/2wnv95Y.) This map from the Mid Atlantic Ocean Data portal shows very different information and sorts some of the commercial fishing data by gear type
and shoreside community. If you click on a green or yellow area, you can see
some of the ports fishing in those areas.
Marine Transportation: 2012 Tanker Traffic (northeastoceandata.org/e9HUI4mI)
and 2012 Tug and Barge Traffic (northeastoceandata.org/Lvk35DjR) both show
where these different kinds of vessels typically go once they leave port. You can
see the offshore routes these vessels typically take.

A map focusing on baleen whales, such
as the right whale, fin, humpback, and
minke, shows modeled abundance of different species of whales (northeastoceandata.org/6teGwMf5). Some whales, like
right whales, are sensitive to low frequency
sound, which is generated by sonar or marine construction related activity, so another map groups species vulnerable to low
frequency sound (northeastoceandata.org/
LV0XaILw).
The total biomass of forage species (northeastoceandata.org/q9kJSJ70) and the total
biomass of groundfish species managed in
the Northeast Multispecies Fishery (northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?fish) are
maps based on the results of Northeast
Fishery Science Center trawl survey.

Nick Battista is the Marine
Programs Director at
the Island Institute in
Rockland.

These maps are starting to inform federal agency decision-making. The data
portal and its layers make up an important part of the Northeast Regional
Ocean Plan (neoceanplanning.org/plan/), a document that provides important
context about New England’s coastal communities, ocean uses, and ocean
resources. The plan also commits federal agencies to use this information in
regulatory or permitting decisions.
For example, the plan requires federal agencies to use the commercial fishing
data layers when reviewing proposals for offshore wind turbines and scientific
surveys involving research vessel activities. Federal agencies also are committed to identifying and notifying stakeholders who could be affected by offshore
wind, Liquified Natural Gas (LNG), and submarine cable projects. The data is
primarily aimed at informing the early part of the regulatory process.
The plan also recommends that energy project developers use the portal as an
information source. The plan recognizes that some coastal communities have
a particular relationship with a specific ocean location and encourages developers to gather information about the potential cumulative impacts to that
community. Ideally, this would be done before a permit application is filed.
In July, The Working Waterfront reported that Maine lobstering accounted
for 270,000 fishing trips and that the value of lobsters landed in Rockland,
Vinalhaven, and Stongington almost equals the combined commercial fisheries in New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Connecticut. The data used to create
the portal maps, however, has not been collected for the lobster industry, so
there is neither a spatial footprint for the fishery nor information to tie specific
fishing areas to coastal communities. Filling these data gaps is not easy and
requires careful attention to the cost vs. benefit of additional data collection.

Need a lender
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Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry.
With long- and short-term ﬁnancing options for real estate, boats and
equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice for you. We provide attractive
rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of every type and size.
Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

Loans and leases for:
Boats / Trucks / Real estate / Wharves / Bait storage facilities / Equipment
Haul out and repair / Operating lines / Permits

If the plan has a flaw, it is that it lacks information explaining the role specific
areas play in the operation of a fishing business. Contextual information about
the management of the fishery, the social functioning of the fishery, and recent
changes in the fishery could explain as much as a map. If the goal is to help
federal agencies and developers make decisions that better account for our
coastal communities, we need a mix of all three kinds of data.
The plan recognizes the three kinds of data as important to decision making and that filling these data gaps will be important to coastal communities.
Acknowledging these gaps provides a placeholder for fishermen and others to
raise these issues that should be considered in the context of specific projects.
In the meantime, the data portal serves as a useful tool for better understanding what is happening in the waters of New England.
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MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM SCHOLARSHIP LIFTS “A HUGE BURDEN”
FROM STUDENTS’ SHOULDERS
The Maine Fishermen’s Forum has awarded a total of $385,886 in scholarships
since 1998 to students related to a person who is actively involved in the seafood
industry. The awards given each year are based on the amount of money donated
and raised through the annual Fishermen’s Forum Scholarship Auction. Landings
introduces you to some of the award recipients throughout the year.
By Shelley Wigglesworth
Catherine McDonald is 20 years old
and the daughter of Joe and Belinda
McDonald of Jonesport. Her father is
a lobsterman who also fishes for elvers. Her mother is a cook at Beals
Elementary School. Her brother is also
a fisherman and her younger sister attends middle school.
After graduating from Jonesport-Beals
High School in 2015, McDonald enrolled at the University of Maine. “I am
double-majoring in secondary education and history in the Honors College
at UMaine,” she said. “I have always
had a desire to be a teacher and support others in academic achievement,
and I’ve also always enjoyed studying!”
During her sophomore year, McDonald
had the opportunity to study abroad in
Birmingham, England, something she
said was a “life-changing experience.”

Catherine traveled to England
during her sophomore year in
college. Photo courtesy of C.
McDonald.

Now a junior, McDonald works at the
Career Center on campus and at the
Bangor YMCA. In her free time, she
likes to paint and to travel. She credits her mother and father for encouraging
her to further her education. “My parents always put a high value on my education, especially because of the field I wanted to go into. My high school teachers
were all also very supportive of me going to college,” she explained. Different
funding sources, including the Maine Fishermen’s Forum scholarship, helped to
make college affordable. “I received a large
scholarship from the University and one
from the Maine Seacoast Mission in addition to the Fishermen’s Forum scholarship
and traditional financial aid,” she said.

huge burden off my shoulders and
allowed me to be less in debt.”
Merritt Wotton, 23, of New Harbor
graduated from Lincoln Academy
in 2012 and from the University of
Maine in May of this year. In Orono
he earned a degree in mechanical
engineering technology. “It is a very
hands-on program with more than
just traditional classroom learning,”
he explained. Wotton comes from a
large family of fishermen; the family
owns its own wharf in New Harbor.
His brothers Mitchell and Myles and
father Donald all fish for lobster.
Currently the fishery is doing well in
terms of landings and price but that
wasn’t so when Wotton was in high
school from 2008 to 2012. “During
my high school years lobstering was
not very profitable. I wanted to go to
college and be the first person in my
immediate family to get a bachelor’s
degree.”
Living and studying in Orono gave
Wotton a different view of the
world. “The experience of getting
Merritt and his brother Myles on a
away from my small town was both
tuna fishing trip. Photo courtesy of
the least and most enjoyable thing
M. Wotton.
for me. I learned a lot, grew a lot and
changed a lot,” he said. “I still came
home almost every weekend to go
lobstering, hunt and see my family though.”
Scholarships and lobstering helped to pay for his education as did a business
Wotton started specializing in traditional lobster bakes. Then there is the food
truck. “I take my food truck to various locations such as the Old Port Festival to
sell lobster rolls made from the lobster
I catch. The business operates under
the name Wotton’s Lobster Wharf LLC,”
he said. In his free time, Wotton enjoys
hunting, tuna fishing, and watching his
younger brother Miles play sports.

“Right now I have a lot of opportunity and
options, and I’m thankful for that.”

After she graduates in 2019, McDonald plans to teach English in an underserved area in South America or Asia before settling into a more traditional
teacher role. She had this to say to all the people who make the Fishermen’s
Forum scholarship possible. “Thank you so much! The scholarship lifted a

Information on the
Maine Fishermen’s Forum
scholarship program
~ The deadline for 2018 scholarship applications is March 1,
2018.
~ The scholarships are available to immediate family members
of anyone active in Maine’s seafood industry.
~ Undergraduates in their second year at a two- or four-year
college are eligible.
~ Proceeds from the Friday night Fishermen’s Forum Auction
support the scholarship program.

Additional information can be found at
www.mainefishermensforum.org

After graduating in May, Wotton found himself busy. “I bought a 30’ Repco
called F/V Overtime this spring and I go as a sternman with my father on the
F/V Red Lady year-round. I fish my own gear from May to October. I also have
been doing my catering business all summer and fall. My degree is still in my
back pocket in case I ever need it but for now I’m sticking with making a living from the ocean. I get to get up early, work alongside my family and see my
younger brother grow up,” Wotton said. “My ultimate goal is to expand my catering and seafood business.”
Wotton expressed his thanks to the Fishermen’s Forum and to his parents,
Rebecca and Donald, for supporting him in getting his college degree and in
his catering business and lobstering. “Right now I have a lot of opportunity and
options, and I’m thankful for that,” he said.
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PEOPLE OF THE COAST: Skip Connell of Spruce Head
By Melissa Waterman
“That’s why I go fishing. How else can I ride around in boats all day?”
Gordon “Skip” Connell, 59, is a soft-spoken man most of the time. But when
he starts talking about boats, the sound of his voice
gradually intensifies. The Spruce Head lobsterman has
sailed or fished on so many different vessels it’s impossible to name them all. His competence as a seaman
and sailor is well-known among fishermen in the midcoast area. And it all started when he was just a kid,
sailing a 43-foot Nova Scotian schooner purchased by
his father, Don, from Nova Scotia back to Maine.
“The boat was built but not finished,” Connell recalled.
“So my father and mother [Sally] took us [Skip, age 10,
and his two younger sisters] up to Lunenburg. We lived
on the beach there for a month putting her together.”
When the vessel, named Pan after the Greek god of
wine and music, was ready to go, Connell’s father put
him behind the wheel. They found themselves in thick
of fog in the channel off Yarmouth, in southwest Nova
Scotia, some days later. “We could hear diesel engines
coming, draggers and sardine carriers passing by. One
of them stopped and said, ‘Did you know that there’s a
hurricane coming?’ We didn’t have a radio on board,”
Connell said.

Skip’s father was a Merchant Marine engineer, trained at the Maine Maritime
Academy in Castine. He would ship out for five months during the winter and
return home in the summer, when he would go lobstering. But he also had a
certain wanderlust. During Connell’s freshman year in high school, his father
packed up the family aboard Pan and spent a year sailing through the Bahamas.
“There was some attempt at schooling by my mother,” Connell said wryly.
High school was a difficult time for Connell. Despite a deep pleasure in reading, he found himself “bored
foolish” by his classes. Getting
free of school and heading for
Pleasant Island in the Mussel
Ridge chain, an island that had
been in his mother’s family for
generations, was the highlight
of the year. “I spent most of
the summer on the island, lobstering,” Connell recalled. “At
an early age I pretty much did
what I wanted.”
That freedom led Connell “off
course,” as he termed it. He
had intended to go to Maine
Maritime Academy as his fa-
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“My daughter [Jacqueline] was three years old. She
would cry when I had to leave on a trip. I realized that I
was missing my kid growing up, so I came back to lobstering,” he said. He also decided to give up smoking
and, after the end of his first marriage, drinking as well.
Through some motorcycling friends, he started exploring martial arts. “I wanted to get fit,” Connell says simply.
“But it was more than that.” Twenty-five years later, he
still continues some of the exercises he learned through
karate, including regularly running up the Camden Hills
State Park Megunticook Mountain trail and doing 400
or so push-ups.

Skip Connell, a Spruce Head lobsterman,
has been sailing and fishing since he was
a child. M. Waterman photo.

Pan put in to the government wharf in Yarmouth, behind a breakwater that
Connell described as a big concrete box. The schooner found a spot among
dense clusters of fishing vessels rafted up inside and waited out the storm. “It
was a long time before I saw anything like that again,” Connell said, shaking his
head. “The hurricane ripped the water right off the top of the waves. The eye
went right overhead and the wind switched around.” During a lull, local residents called out to Sally that it wasn’t right to have children on board during
such a vicious storm. So Connell’s mother passed her three children up to waiting hands on the dock. “I spent the second half of the storm in a huge mansion,”
Connell laughed.

Pan underway in Florida waters. Photo
courtesy of S. Connell.

ther had done, but temptations all too easy for a young man to succumb to led
him in a different direction. He went scallop fishing on the big boats out of New
Bedford for several years, delivered sailboats, tinkered with motorcycles and
raised hell. He landed a berth on one of the O’Hara Corporation groundfishing
vessels and for many years made a lot of money. But by
the early 1990s the life of a roustabout fisherman/sailor
had taken its toll.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Connell is highly regarded not only for his seamanship
but also for his skill in boat building and repair. He credits that talent principally to having grown up in a boatyard on Spruce Head. “Before my father built the house
[where Connell lives today] it was a boatyard. So when I
was a kid there was all sorts of stuff here, a crane, skids, welding equipment. I’ve
never known life without a hook hanging from the sky!” In the winter months
now Connell works on boats, such as a 20-foot Herreshoff Fish class sloop he
rebuilt last year. The rest of the year, he goes lobstering.
“I’m not having much fun lobstering anymore,” he admitted, rubbing his hands
together as he spoke. “I used to really like it and looked forward to doing it
every day. Now everyone is pigeonholed.” He worries that since the lobsters
are moving north and east, the catches within state waters, particularly on the
west side of Penobscot Bay, will take a tumble soon. “The whole [economic]
focus on lobsters is scary,” he said.
When he’s not lobstering, or sailing Pan single-handed, or “hanging plank” on
a local windjammer, Connell volunteers in the local literacy program. An avid
reader, he had always recognized that some students around him had trouble
with books. “They would fall through the cracks in high school, even in middle school. It always bothered me,” he said. So one night he was watching an
episode of the show “207”
on television which focused
on state literacy programs.
“There was a number on the
bottom of the screen and I
called it that night,” he recalled. Now, nine years later,
he is still working with local
people striving to improve
their reading and math
skills. “When I first got there
[the literacy office], the person kind of looked at me funny. She said, ‘So, you’re a lobsterman.’” Connell laughed
Connell regularly sails Pan single-handloudly. “I said, ‘That’s what
ed. Photo courtesy of S. Connell.
I do but I don’t let it define
me.’”
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tion supply chains are by their nature virtually invisible to the consumer. This
is true for furniture and electronics as well as for lobster.
I am leading a research team of students and collaborating partners in a
detailed study of Maine’s lobster distribution supply chain with a focus on the
accompanying economic impacts in
terms of the amount of money generated and the number of jobs supported
across the state. Funding for this project comes from a Lobster Research,
Education and Development (RED)
Fund grant administered by the Maine
Department of Marine Resources. The
goal of the project is to make visible
the work of Maine’s lobster harvesters and dealers by calculating the
economic impact the dealers have in
bringing lobsters from port to plate.

My modeling approach begins with a tally of spending by dealers. I separate out
wages paid to employees from spending on operations across a handful of major categories (e.g., maintenance and repairs, utilities, fuel, supplies, etc.). Each
type of spending has its own “multiplier” – reflecting the fact that a dollar
spent on wages is multiplied in terms
of its economic impact as each worker
spends his or her earnings on things
like groceries, gas, utilities, and entertainment. That spending in turn affects
the revenue stream of the grocer, gas
station owner, utility company, and entertainment venue. These are known as
the induced effects of spending by lobster dealers.
Similarly, spending on new equipment,
maintenance, supplies, and even crate
purchases has an indirect effect on the
economy in the form of business-tobusiness purchases, each with its own
multiplicative effects that can be estimated. Combining total direct spending with its induced and indirect effects provides an estimate of the total
economic impact of the dealers at each

The modeling approach used in this
The 300 licensed lobster dealers in Maine constitute just part of a
project, at first glance, would seem
complicated lobster supply network that moves Maine lobster out into
relatively straightforward. You simply
“follow the lobster” to determine the
the world. Photo courtesy of Undercurrent News.
impact of dealers, processors, and distributors who handle the product, calculating the value added at each stage of
stage of the supply chain.
the supply chain. Dealers throughout the supply chain, however, will tell you
In 2016 there were roughly 300 licensed lobster dealers in Maine. The Maine
that it’s a much more complicated story than this.
Lobster Dealers’ Association provided background information on the indusFor the past 10 months, I have traveled from Kittery to Cutler (multiple times)
try and helped with dealer participation in the project. My goal is to collect
interviewing dealers and co-op managers to understand the industry. Each
proprietary information from as many dealers as possible to assemble a condealer has a unique story to tell and no two operations are alike. Co-ops, buyfidential database representative of the lobster distribution supply chain in
ing stations, processors, and distributors all hold dealers licenses in Maine and
Maine. Currently I am finishing up the data collection phase of the project and
each license holder experiences this industry differently. I have worked with
will move into the analysis and modeling phase this fall with plans to release
dealers to develop a survey worksheet of financial and employment data for
the
report in time for the Maine Fishermen’s Forum next year.
their operations. The completed worksheets provide the data necessary to estimate the economic impact of their operations in Maine. I am analyzing the
industry by parts, looking at the multiplicative effects of spending on operations and employees by individual dealers in order to arrive at an estimate of
the total impact the supply chain has on Maine’s economy.

If you or someone you know holds a Maine lobster dealer’s license and would
like to participate in this project, please contact me at Michael.Donihue@colby.
edu. For more information on the project visit web.colby.edu/lobsters2dollars.

Many thanks
to these fine businesses,
the MLA’s Keeper members!
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc.

Island Fishermen’s Wives

Beals Lobster Pier

Island Seafood LLC

Northeast Marine
Survey Inc.

Bell Power Systems Inc.

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Novatec Braids LTD

Bowdoin College Dining
Services

Jonesport Shipyard

O’Hara Corp.

Journey’s End Marina

Buoysticks.com

Kazprzak Insurance

Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Chapman & Chapman

Kips Seafood Co.

Coastal Documentation

Klenda Seafood

Conary Cove Lobster Co.

LobstahBox

Cousins Maine Lobster

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Co-op

Lobster Trap Inc.

Cushing Diesel, LLC

Port Lobster Co.

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

Damariscotta Bank &
Trust Co.

Maine Center for Coastal
Fisheries

Farrin’s Boatshop

Maine Financial Group

Pete’s Marine Electronics
Polyform US

Richard Stanley
Custom Boats
Riverdale Mills

Finestkind Scenic Cruises Maine Lobstermen’s Com- Seaview Lobster Co.
South Bristol Fishermen’s
First National Bank
munity Alliance
Cooperative
Friendship Lobster Treats Maine Port Authority
Superior Bait and Salt
F W Thurston Co. Inc.
Maine Sea Grant
Superior Marine Products
Georgetown Fishermen’s Marine Hydraulic EngiInc.
Co-op
neering Co. Inc.
Tenants Harbor Fishermen’s
Gulf of Maine Lobster
McMillan Offshore SurCooperative
Foundation
vival Training
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Guy Cotten, Inc.
Midcoast Marine Supply Coop
Mount Desert Oceanarium :LOOLDP&RI¿Q 6RQV
Inland Seafood
Interstate Lobster Co.
Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts

New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.
Nicholas H. Walsh, PA

Williams CPA Group LLC
Winterport Boot Shop
Worcesters Lobster Bait

Garbo depends on the hard work and
stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

Thank you !
3RXQG5G32%R[+DQFRFN0DLQH
SHWHG#JDUEROREVWHUFRP
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
STEAMING AHEAD

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.

President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 594-7518
1st VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
2nd VP: John Williams
Stonington, 367-2731
Sec/Treasurer: Donald Young
Cushing, 354-6404
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Dustin Delano, Friendship, 542-7241
Arnie Gamage, Jr., S. Bristol, 644-8110
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846-9279
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093
Jack Young, Vinalhaven, 863-4905
Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org

On September 14, Maine Marine Patrol charged William
Haas of Lamoine with fishing 44 traps over the limit, fishing untagged gear and fishing more traps per trawl than
allowed. As a result of a new law put forward by the MLA
during the past legislative session, Haas faces losing his license for at least three years, up to a maximum of 10 years.
If he is found guilty, he may face further restrictions when
he returns to lobster fishing. The DMR Commissioner also
has the discretion to require a VMS (vessel monitoring system) on his boat and could reduce his trap allocation to as
few as 300 traps so that he has to build his way back into
the fishery.
No one wants to see a lobsterman lose his license. But even
more so, no one wants to fish around a cheater. We are all
taught as children the importance of playing fair. For those
of us who play by the rules, you have an intuitive sense of
what is right and what is wrong, and you get upset when
you witness others who don’t. There are always a few out
there who think the rules don’t apply to them. Seeing them
break the rules over and over again — and profiting from it
— is maddening. It makes you question a system that seemingly rewards the cheaters with illegal profits and leaves the
honest lobstermen feeling powerless to change it.
That’s why the MLA put its heart and soul into LD 575 this
spring. Maine is a big state so it’s no simple task for the
MLA staff, board and members to maintain a prolonged,
strong presence in Augusta. MLA’s board is comprised of

tionally abusing the system. It is designed to make a lobsterman think long and hard about whether running those
extra trawls is worth the risk of losing his or her license for
three years or more.
I’ve been with the MLA for over 17 years, and can safely
say that I put more time into this bill than any other piece
of legislation that I have worked on during my tenure with
the MLA. To draft the bill, there were many meetings and
discussions with the MLA Board and surveys sent to lobstermen to get their opinions on which violations needed
stronger penalties and what those penalties should be.
Once the bill was in the Legislature, MLA directors and
members joined me in Augusta day after day to attend
the public hearing and work sessions, talk to DMR staff,
Marine Resources Committee members, legislators and, in
the end, to lobstermen who showed up in Augusta because
the Maine Lobstering Union told them that the bill would
in some way harm them. The Maine Lobstering Union, unfortunately, had a poor understanding of what the bill did
and so mounted a full court press based on concerns that
were not real. The MLA also worked tirelessly to make provisions of the bill clear to those who showed up to fight it.
We were able to explain the facts and dispel the reams of
nonsense being passed as facts among lobstermen. And
Commissioner Keliher did an excellent job listening to
their concerns and, in the end, helping them to accurately
understand this bill.

Violation

First offense –
Suspension length

Second offense –
Suspension length

Third offense–
Suspension length

Trap molesting

Minimum 2 years

Minimum 2 years

Permanent revocation

Over the trap limit

Maximum 6 years
Minimum 3 years

Maximum 10 years
Permanent revocation

Maximum 10 years
Minimum 3 years

Permanent revocation

Intentionally fishing
sunken trawls
Artificially removing the
eggs from a female lobster
Arson/destruction of a
lobster boat

(NA – license already permanently revoked)
(NA – license already permanently revoked)

Maximum 10 years
Minimum 4 years; potential for Minimum 4 years; potential for Minimum 4 years; potential
permanent revocation
permanent revocation
for permanent revocation
Permanent revocation

(NA – license already perma- (NA – license already pernently revoked)
manently revoked)

Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place
at Darby’s Restaurant,
Belfast, unless otherwise
indicated.

October 4, 5 p.m.

active lobstermen so, unless the weather is bad, they are
sacrificing a day of fishing to be in Augusta. Yet the MLA
was there day after day, week after week, to keep the bill
alive. LD 575 generated quite a bit of controversy because it
was the subject of a misinformation campaign by the Maine
Lobstering Union, which confused many lobstermen and
legislators in Augusta. The MLA did all we could to ensure
that members of the Marine Resources Committee and the
full House and Senate members understood just how important the bill really was to the lobster industry.
LD 575 was signed into law on June 14 as emergency legislation, so it went into effect immediately. Contrary to the
rhetoric spread by the Maine Lobstering Union through
the halls of the State House, this new law does not give the
DMR Commissioner unlimited power to snatch fishing
licenses on a whim. Instead, it does what the MLA heard
from lobstermen must be done — it makes sure that those
who intentionally break the rules face serious consequences for their actions. It singles out the most egregious offenses — fishing over the trap limit, sunken trawls, more than
25 untagged traps, scrubbing egged lobsters, trap molesting or burning or destroying another lobsterman’s vessel
— violations where there is no doubt the act was committed on purpose. It did not, in any way, change the current
penalty system for other violations such as possession of a
few short lobsters or lacking a few buoys lost to boat traffic.
By imposing minimum and maximum license suspension
lengths for violations that hurt the lobster resource and
other fishermen, the law goes after those who are inten-

The MLA does not want to see honest lobstermen punished
for honest mistakes or lose a license without due process.
Why would it? The MLA is made up of lobstermen. Its role
is to listen to its members. We understand state, regional
and federal lobster management systems and with that
knowledge we work to keep this industry strong.
Some people think of the MLA as some sort of Goliath,
with its own agenda and unlimited resources to push that
agenda. Nothing could be further from the truth. The MLA
is you, independent lobstermen who make up the state’s
robust lobster industry. Our board is comprised of 21 lobstermen who give up fishing days and travel to meetings
and public hearings on their own dime. The MLA has a tiny
staff who take on a mountain of issues that are constantly
thrown at the industry. MLA’s policies and priorities are set
by the board -- active, commercial lobstermen who live and
lobster from harbors along the coast. The board decides
what it wants to see happen; my job is to implement those
goals on behalf of the MLA.
I am very proud of our efforts to get a new penalty system
on the books for Maine’s lobster industry and I know the
MLA Board is very proud, too. LD 575 is a game changer
— all lobstermen must play fair or face the consequences.
Thanks to all of you who continue to support the MLA and
our work to keep our industry strong!
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY
Russell Heath from the Downeast Salmon Federation spoke to the Board about
an alewife restoration project to rebuild fish ladders on the Pennamaquan River
in Pembroke. The MLA supports alewife restoration projects around the state.
The Commissioner spoke to the MLA Board about the change in the enforcement climate since the passage of LD 575. He said that we won’t really understand the impacts of the new law until we see the enforcement cases at the end
of the year. When the “two strikes and you’re out” law was put in place in the
elver fishery, DMR went from 300 enforcement cases in 2013 to only three in
2016. The Commissioner foresees that once cases are made, the stronger penalties will deter others. A few trap molesting and a scrubbed egger cases have
been made, which carry mandatory license suspensions. The DMR has seen no
indication that fewer replacement tags are being sold nor was that the intention of the law.
The Commissioner discussed issues with trap tag quality. He reminded the
Board that tags can be hog-ringed in. The DMR could consider requiring tags
to be hog-ringed if they continue to fail. All of the tag manufacturers are having
quality issues. It is unclear whether it is a batch problem at the manufacturer
or if it might be related to where the tag is placed in the trap or how they are
handled. Some are breaking, others are unclipping, and some lobstermen have
had no issues. DMR has begun to look at other tag options such as rectangular
tags with a 2-D bar code that could be scanned, but the samples have been
expensive. It was suggested that that sort of system would allow lobstermen
to keep tags and reregister them each year. Other board members were concerned with how replacement tags would be handled in high traffic areas with
significant trap loss.
The Commissioner shared figures on the preliminary landings and value of lobster in 2017. Compared to 2016, the fishery is down 18.7 million pounds and
$66.9 million dollars for the period from January 1 to July 31. However, when
compared to the same period in 2015, the figures were very similar, with landings up by 1 million pounds and value down by $4 million.
Board members expressed their frustration that lobster quality has been excellent this year, the catch has been relatively slow, yet price has been well below 2016. By comparison, prices in the tail market are the same as last year.
It doesn’t make sense to lobstermen that the price would be below last year.
Several board members expressed the importance of supporting the continuation of the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative. Those who participated
in the Maine After Midnight events were very impressed with this marketing
program.
Colonel Jon Cornish stated that the Marine Patrol Bureau is hiring. They’ve lost
one officer and two more are retiring. Marine Patrol also needs a new vessel,
preferably a used boat in the 45-foot range.
The Commissioner updated Board members on the ASMFC’s work to ensure
the long-term resiliency of the Gulf of Maine/Georges Bank lobster stock. Under
the current ASMFC plan, the landings would need to fall to 25 million pounds
before any management action is triggered. ASMFC is reviewing all of the management rules to make recommendations that ensure one area’s management
measures ( for example, Area 3) do not undermine the conservation of another
area’s management plan ( for example Area 1). Once options are analyzed, this
work will be brought to the industry for comment. DMR also is in the process
of hiring another full-time lobster scientist.
Deirdre Gilbert, DMR, gave a brief legislative update. The DMR only has two
bills moving forward in the next session. There has been discussion around the
potential for a legislator to submit a bill to expand medical waivers; the MLA
Board did not support the concept.
A group of offshore lobstermen
continue to explore the idea
of creating an offshore lobster
zone. They are working with former Marine Patrol Colonel Joe
Fessenden to draft a plan. There
have been many ideas floated, but
there is currently no formal proposal to consider.
MLA membership coordinator
Antonina Pelletier updated the
Photo courtesy of the Atlantic
board on the summer memberOffshore Lobstermen’s Association.
ship campaign which is going
well. The membership year ended
on August 31, so staff will be calling members who may have forgotten to renew.
The Lobster Institute is undergoing a review by University of Maine leadership.
MLA staff and a few board members will meet with them to weigh in on how
the Institute can best support the lobster industry in the future.

The MLA is no longer conducting the October V-notch survey. DMR already
collects this data through its sea sampling program. In addition, the Maine
Lobstermen’s Community Alliance will not conduct a Lobster Leadership program in 2018. Instead, it will get feedback from past participants to improve
the program design and will survey lobstermen to get a better sense of who is
interested in participating. The program next will be offered in 2019 and every
other year after that.
The MLA sent a lengthy letter to the Maine delegation outlining its concerns on
a number of issues, including trade agreements, liferaft packing requirements,
and other items. The MLA continues to closely monitor the right whale deaths
this summer in Canada and the U.S. and what they could mean for Maine lobstermen. One of the Marine Stewardship Council certifications for the Maine
lobster industry was not renewed; however, the fishery remains certified because there were two different certifications in place.
NEW ENGLAND FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL HERRING
COMMITTEE
On September 14, the Herring Committee met to develop recommendations
for consideration by the full Council regarding Amendment 8 to the Herring
Plan. The Committee recommended adoption of Alternative 1, which is to continue with the status quo by setting the catch at the same level for over three
years. The Committee also clarified that the intent of many of the localized depletion options is to restrict vessels fishing for herring with mid-water gear. The
Council will consider these recommendations at its meeting in late September.
HERRING UPDATE

Atlantic Herring Landings
Through September 25, 2017
Area

Cumulative

2016 Catch
YTD (9/21)

Catch YTD

Total Annual

2016 % of Quota

1A*

16,348

21,086

Quota
30,820

53%

1B

1,140
3,407

910

4,825

24%

9,800
11,139

31,227
43,873

11%
23%

2
3

10,035
Total
30,930
42,935
111,745
*Quota June 1 thru Sept 30 = 21,910; Oct 1 thru Dec 31 -= 8,192

30%

The Eastern Maine Spawning Area closure was in effect August 28 through
September 24, 2017. The Western Maine Spawning Area closure runs from
September 26, 2017 to October 24, 2017. Closures may be extended if samples
show that fish are still spawning. During a closure, it is unlawful to fish for, take,
possess, transfer, or land in any Maine port or facility, or to transfer at sea from
any Maine registered vessel, any catch of herring harvested in the closed area.
ASMFC HERRING SECTION, DAYS OUT MEETING
On September 15, the ASMFC
Herring Section met to revise
effort controls in the Area 1A,
Trimester 2 fishery as well as set
effort controls for Trimester 3.
The Section revised the effort
control measures for the Area
1A, Trimester 2 fishery, which
ends. These measures went into
effect on September 17. Landing
days restrictions for Category A
Photo courtesy of the Portland Press
vessels were lifted, allowing the
Herald.
fishery to land herring seven
days a week with one landing per
24 hour period. Small mesh bottom trawl vessels with a herring Category C or
D permit that have declared into the Trimester 2 fishery are also allowed to
land seven days a week.
Weekly landing limits were increased, allowing Category A vessels to harvest
up to 1 million pounds, or 25 trucks per harvester vessel, per week. Transfer
at sea is limited to a limit of 120,000 pounds per week (three trucks) to only
one carrier vessel, which can land once per 24-hour period. Carrier vessels are
limited to receiving at-sea transfers from one catcher vessel per week and can
land once per 24-hour period.
Continued on page 10
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MLA continued from page 9

the stock and set the total allowable catch (TAC).
The initial Area 1A sub-annual catch limit (ACL) is 31,115 metric tons (mt) after adjusting for a carryover from 2015 and the research set-aside. The Section
allocated 72.8% of the sub-ACL to Trimester 2 and 27.2% to Trimester 3. After
incorporating the 295 mt fixed gear set-aside and the 8% buffer (Area 1A closes
at 92% of the sub-ACL, the seasonal quotas are 20,625 mt for Trimester 2 and
7,706 mt for Trimester 3.
Trimester 3 runs October 1 to December 31 and midwater vessels are allowed
to participate. Landings will be restricted to three consecutive landing days
until 92% of the Area 1A sub-ACL is projected to be harvested or until further
notice. Vessels may only land once every 24-hour period. Fishermen are prohibited from landing more than 2,000 pounds of herring per trip from Area 1A
until the start of Trimester 3.
ASMFC SHRIMP SECTION MOVES AMENDMENT 3 FORWARD
The ASMFC’s Northern Shrimp
Section (Section) met in Portland,
Maine on September 1 to select
final measures for Amendment
3 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) for
Northern Shrimp. The Section recommended Commission approval
of the Amendment at its next meeting, likely in October in Norfolk,
Virginia.

The Amendment implements a state‐specific allocation program to better
manage effort in the fishery -- 80% of the annual TAC will be allocated to Maine,
10% to New Hampshire, and 10% to Massachusetts. Fishermen with trap landings history will continue to operate under gear‐specific allocations (i.e., 87%
of the state‐specific quota will be allocated to the trawl fishery, and 13% to the
trap fishery), however, the Section anticipates exploring alternative measures
through the adaptive management process that would allow states to modify
allocation between gear types on an annual basis. The Section also has the discretion to roll over unused quota from New Hampshire and Massachusetts to
Maine by a date determined during annual specifications.
Additionally, the Amendment strengthens catch and landings reporting requirements to ensure all harvested shrimp are reported, and requires shrimp‐
directed trawl vessels to use either a double‐Nordmore or compound grate system (both designed to minimize the catch of small, presumably male, shrimp).
Other changes include accountability measures (i.e., penalties if states exceed
their quota), a maximum fishing season length, and fishery‐dependent monitoring requirements. The Section will meet November 29 (location to be determined) to review the 2017 stock status report and set specifications for the
2018 fishing season.
PORTLAND COLD STORAGE FACILITY

The Amendment is designed to imPhoto courtesy of Undercurrent
prove management of the northern
News.com.
shrimp resource in the event the
fishery reopens (the fishery has been
closed since 2014). Specifically, the Amendment refines the FMP objectives and
provides flexibility to use the best available information to define the status of

Your membership dollars
keep us working,
so we can keep
working for you.

On September 6, the Portland City Council voted in support of changing the
city’s waterfront zoning to allow the construction of a 68-foot-tall cold storage facility on the waterfront. Officials from the Maine Port Authority and the
business community have said cold storage is critical to economic development and the state’s food and beverage industry. It also will help cement the
relationship between Portland and Eimskip, the Icelandic shipping company
headquartered in Portland. The Maine Lobstermen’s Association and many
Portland-area fishermen are in support of the facility’s construction.

We have what you need!

+HUULQJ5HGÀVK
3RJLHV
)UR]HQ3URGXFWV

3XUVH/LQH%DLW

Call 207-389-9155 or
Jennie’s cell: 207-841-1454
Email jenniebplb@yahoo.com
pic: Brandon Simmons

Thank you to everyone
who renewed or joined.
www.mainelobstermen.org
207-967-4555

6HUYLQJPLGFRDVW0DLQH¿VKHUPHQ
since 1996
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Fishing, Marine & Industrial

DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Show your MLA card and save!
Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must shoe MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait

Alliance Rubber
Hot Springs, AR -- 10% off custom printed
lobster bands. www.rubberband.com

Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

National Fisherman
Portland, ME -- Special annual subscription
rate for members. Contact the MLA for more
info 207-967-4555

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and service. 603-418-0470
Winterport Boot Shop
Brewer, ME -- 10% discount on all Muck,
%DIÀQ6HUYXVDQG78))VDIHW\WRHDQG
non-safety toe boots. Show MLA card or
order online with discount code available
IURP0/$RIÀFH

Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846

Boat Builders/Repairs
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
Bass Harbor, ME -- $1,000 off final price of
hull with MLA membership. 207-244-3795
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Chiropractic
Slocum Chiropractic: a Maine Vitality Center
Brunswick, ME-- $25 inital visit and nervous
system scan. Value $125. 207-725-4222

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders. 800-560-6090

Hydraulics

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables. 207-767-2136

Portland, ME -- 20% off legal services
207-772-2191

Museums & Entertainment
Cross Insurance Center
Portland, ME -- Member-only discounts for
select shows, Call the MLA for more info

Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Financial & Investment
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.
207-622-3772

Fuel
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Propellers
Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc
Dover, NH -- 10% off propeller repair & new
shafts. New propeller discounts vary.
603-617-3626
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales &
repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Chase Leavitt Co.
Portland, Ellsworth -- %5 off service fee
for liferaft repack OR $50 off new liferaft
purchase w/ MLA card or current Maine
CF card www.chaseleavitt.com

Legal Services

Electronic Equipment Nicholas H Walsh PA, Maritime Law
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products excluding MRP
products. 207-691-3993

Newspapers

Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to commercial
ÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Lobster & Seafood
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 207-963-5857

Get Maine Lobster.com
Portland, ME -- 55% off any retail priced item.
Not valid on specials or already discounted items.
Contact MLA for discount code 207-967-4555

Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be
combined with other promotions. 207363-0220
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store. Cannot be
combined with other discounts. 207-354-2545
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps. Must
show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Vessel Insurance

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discntd vessel insurance
plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last
5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, No
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers
207-370-1883
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GET YOUR MLA MERCHANDISE
www.mainelobstermen.org/shop
207-967-4555

T-SHIRTS

HATSMAINE Lobster Hat

$15

Classic Shirt
M - 2XL

THE LARGEST BAIT VARIETY IN THE ATLANTIC NORTH EAST

Operang for 17 years and sll going strong!

$10

$15

$100

Trust Us for Your Fresh, Salted &
Frozen Bait Needs

$10
Classic Hat

From (1) Carton to a Full Truck Load.

2018 Sh
ir
M - 2XL t

Claw Hat

Herring, Mackerel, Pogies, Redﬁsh, Rockﬁsh,
Tuna, Monkﬁsh, Sardines, Plaice, Squid, Sea
Robin, Halibut, & Silversides

back

$20

$20

TOTES

Fish Smarter
long sleeved tee

MLA Tote bags
Navy Blue or Red

SWEATSHIRTS

If we don’t have it… Ask for it and we’ll ﬁnd it

We’ve got you covered!

KIDS
t
bster Shir
MAINE Lo
3T

$10

$35

Bait Shop – 978.479.4642

2018 Sweatshirt
M - 2XL

$10

2017 Shirt
Med only

Open 12 Months a Year
(Open 7 Days a Week – From Mid-June To Mid-October)
Monday-Friday 5AM-3PM - Saturday 6AM-12PM
Sunday 6AM-10AM

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5

WORKING TO MAKE 2017 YOUR
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
BEST FISHING SEASON EVER!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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BAIT

“I Choose Aquamesh®”
- Bob Morris

“I began building wire
lobster traps in 1989,
experimenting with a few
brands to see what worked
the best. Aquamesh® won
hands down, it lasted longer
and fished better. I feel good
supporting a local company
that manufactures in
America, makes the best
product available and
employs fellow Americans.
I choose Aquamesh® because it is the best product I can
buy on the market and sell with confidence.”

HERRING

REDFISH

POGIES

ROCKFISH

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FRESH BY TANK
AND BARREL

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

Why buy
secondhand?
Buy fresh,
buy direct!

- Bob Morris, Fisherman & Owner of Morris Wire and Trap

FRESH

1.800.762.6374 . 1.508.234.8715
info@riverdale.com . www.riverdale.com

H

&+,122.%DG$[H%RRWV
Oil and slip resistant, waterproof construction.
Made in the USA. Height: 13". Sizes 5-15.

Soft Toe Green
Search# CNK-3500

HAMILTON MARINE
40th Anniversary

1977

2017

$&&86DWŠ(3,5%V
406 MHz. 6 Year Non-Haz Mat battery. 6 Year warranty. Stainless steel
antenna. Completely waterproof.
USCG/GMDSS Approved.

Cat II Manual
Order# 731676

Cat I Auto
Order# 731678

34999
$
46999

$

6 Year
%DWWHU\

$

4499 pair

Search# CNK-3550

$

4949 pair

$

99

99

Orange

LIMITED QUANTITY!
Reg 149.99

Red

USCG APPROVED
Wide legs for quick donning,
with whistle and storage bag.

25999

RVS-1409A
Order# 743829

SAVE
$

Order# 752862 Order# 761645

7" Diameter, 1-1/2"
Maximum Deck
Thickness, 250,000
Candle Power, 12 volt.

$

31572

VET-Z7012
Order# 135851

$

2999

PFD-1A
Order# 748930

Patented specter and
hybrid optics allow for variRXVFRPELQDWLRQVRIŴRRG
and spot lighting.
Search# RIL-

$

Flush mount or ducted.
28,000 to 40,000 BTUs.

Adult Universal
USCG Approved
with reflective tape.

FROM

11399

Search# MH-

Tread Plate Access Hatch
Covers are heavy duty marinegrade anodized aluminum
tread plate. Frames are
12-gauge 316 stainless steel.
Wrench sold separately.

$

Starting At

52399

Search#
%206

6XSHUKDXO6LQN3RW:DUS +DPLOWRQ0DULQH/REVWHU%XR\3DLQW New
!
:DWHUEDVHGH[WUDWRXJKDQGORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOH

)LVK%DVNHW
Plastic
with holes.
1 bushel
capacity.

$

50

7\SH,2IIVKRUH/LIH9HVW FREE HEAT From Your Engine’s
Closed Cooling System!

+LJK3HUIRUPDQFH/('/LJKWV

One
Mile
Beam!

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
www.oharabait.com

6HDUFK+0*$

Extra Buoyant! Full 35 lbs. buoyancy!
Type V with Type II Performance. Heavy-duty nylon
shell with neoprene comfort collar. SOLAS grade
UHŴHFWLYHWDSH,Q6LJKWZLQGRZVKRZVDUPHGVWDWXV

USCG APPROVED
Hi-vis yellow accents. Removable
head pillow. Articulated arms for
easier donning. Includes buddy
line and whistle.
KNT-1540-AU
$
99
Order# 753274

Adult Universal Cold
:DWHU,PPHUVLRQ6XLW

HUGE SELECTION
IN STOCK!
Search#
*5'

,Q6LJKW2IIVKRUH$XWRPDWLF0DQXDO,QŴDWDEOH3)'

Stainless Steel
Searchlight

249

)RXO:HDWKHU*HDU

Flexible, durable, excellent
grip with a soft cotton lining.
Oil resistant and chemical
resistant. Sizes M-2XL.

3
$
3349 dozen

Steel Toe Black

207. 542 .1856

$WODV39&6XSHUIOH[
%OXH*ORYHV

$ 19 pair

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

$

207.594 . 0405

FROZEN

While Supplies Last!

2

$ 50 LB

1999

SAVE!

Reg 2.99
HMP-SUPHAUL-12
Order# 118575

HML-BASKET-PAS
Order# 118243

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

coating, UV/Weather resistant, low odor, fast drying,
easy soap and water cleanup. Red, Orange, Yellow,
Green, Blue, Black or White. 6HDUFK+0/%3

1499 QT
$
4999 GAL

$

SCAN THIS

QR CODE

See just how tough our new buoy paint is!
Or watch on our website or Facebook page.

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT MAINE

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

Attention Maine Lobstermen
The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) has begun an IndustryBased Trawl Survey for Gulf of Maine cod (Cod IBS) aboard the F/V Miss Emily. The
survey area includes federal waters off of the coast of Maine, specifically in lobster
zones: E, F, and G. The survey starts on October 1st, 2017 and ends on January 31st,
2018. Tow locations will be announced monthly on MA DMF website, social media, and
the MA DMF listserv. To receive real time text message updates of the survey go to the
MA DMF Website and sign up or call Bill Hoffman at 978-282-0308 ext 106. Additionally, the survey vessel will monitor VHF channel 16 during survey operations. In order
to avoid gear conflicts, MA DMF respectively requests that fixed gear be temporarily
removed from the tow locations during survey times.
October 2017 tow locations adjacent to the Maine coast detailed in maps below

For future month tow locations visit www.mass.gov/marinefisheries and visit the Cod IBS project page.
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS

ELECTRONICS

INSURANCE

Back River Financial Group
690 Maine Ave
Farmingdale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
info@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.

Midcoast Marine Electronics
700 Main St.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com

AUTOMOTIVE

Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Lighthouse Lobster & Bait
PO Box 194
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-3137
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
609-898-5143
wreichle@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
New England Fish Co.
446 Commercial St.
Portland, ME, 04101
207-253-5626 nefco@mac.com
www.raberfisheries.com
Purse Line Bait
PO Box 276
Sebasco Estates, ME 04565
207-389-9155
jenniebplb@yahoo.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT
REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

10% off list price on all marine electronic
products

FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
PO Box 318
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Calendar Islands Maine Lobster LLC
6A Portland Fish Pier
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9140
john@calendarislandsmainelobster.com

Alliance Rubber Company
201 Carpenter Dam Rd
Hot Springs, AR 71913
jsammons@alliance-rubber.com
www.rubberband.com
10% off custom printed lobster bands

Canobie Seafoods, Inc.
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Grundens USA Ltd
PO Box 2068
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-779-4439/800-323-7327
info04@grundens.com

Channel Fish Co.
370 East Eagle St.
East Boston , MA 02128
617-569-3200
paula@channelfishco.com
www.channelfishco.com

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts available to commercial
fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service
GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
andy@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
PO Box 2832
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Chicken of the Sea Frozen Foods
20 Ladd St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-2220
adaughan@cosff.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
Garbo Lobster
Pete Daley
PO Box 334
Hancock, ME 04640
207-422-3217
peted@garbolobster.com
GetMaineLobster.com
Mark Murrell
315 Fore St.
Portland, ME 04101
866-562-4817
info@getmainelobster.com
www.getmainelobster.com
55% discount on any retail item, not
valid on specials or already discounted items. Contact MLA for discount
code.
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

Luke’s Lobster
459 Grand Street, Ground Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11211
212-387-8487
ben@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

INDUSTRY
ORGANIZATIONS

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335

Quoddy Bay Lobster, Inc.
Shelly Griffin
7 Sea St
Eastport, ME 04631
207-853-6640
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com

Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837, Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s
Coop
23 Pedleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com
10% off fresh picked lobster meat.
MARINE ENGINES
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
MEDICAL
Slocum Chiropractic
Dr. Tim Coffin
26 Bath Rd
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-725-4222
drtimcoffin@gmail.com
www.slocumchiro.com
$25 initail consult & nervous system
scan ($150 value)
PROPELLERS
Accutech Marine Propellers Inc.
24 Crosby Rd Unit 6
Dover, NH 03820
603-617-3626
larry@accutechmarine.com
www.accutechmarine.com
10% off propeller repair & new shafts.
New propeller discounts vary.
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
New England Propeller, Inc.
9 Apollo Eleven Rd.
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-747-6666
neprop@aol.com
Discounts on marine propellers,
shafting, and related items, sales and
repairs.

SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Chase Leavitt
144 Fore St., Portland 04010
207-772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd., Ellsworth 04605
207-667-9390
www.chaseleavitt.com
5% off liftraft repack, $50 off new
liferaft purchase at both locations.
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
5% off list price on traps purchased at
Friendship store. Cannot be added to
other discounts.
Sea Rose Trap Co.
120 Breakwater Annex
South Portland, ME 04106
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members
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Races continued from page 1

came Little Girls, powered with a mud-runner engine. She shocked Cameron
Crawford’s Wild Wild West, the fastest diesel boat for the last two years, by winning the Fastest Lobster Boat race. Unfortunately, Little Girls suffered an engine
issue at Friendship and that ended her racing year. Lynn Marie would find more
power and became a threat to be the fastest lobster boat out there. Lynn Marie
will soon be a full-fledged lobster boat; Thunderbolt may have her hull modified, removing the lifts and getting a new engine; and Little Girls will likely be
back. Next year many are still hoping to see Galen Alley’s Foolish Pleasure and
maybe even Glenn Holland’s Red Baron. One can only hope.

There’s no one sneaking up on Cameron Crawford’s Wild Wild West.
J. Johansen photo.

Andrew Taylor’s Blue Eyed Girl runs away with it in Stonington.
J. Johansen photo.
In the Diesel classes there were a number of new boats, but the one that made
the biggest splash at Stonington was Andrew Taylor’s Blue Eyed Girl, a Morgan
Bay 38 with a 900-hp Scania engine. She easily won her Class K races and by
the end of the season was running in the mid-40s. Despite the strong showing,
Gary Genthner’s Lisa Marie and Jeff Eaton’s La Bella Vita had banked enough
points to take first and second respectively. Cory McDonald’s Hello Darlin’ II
dominated Class B as did Winifred Alley’s Last Design in Class C. Dana Beal

THE LARGEST

COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLY IN USA.

repowered Right Stuff, which put him in Class G, making Justin Papkee’s Pull
‘N Pray the winner of Class D. Ed Torosian’s Ms. Rose again dominated Class F;
hopefully she will return after being damaged from hitting a submerged object
on her way to race at Long Island and Portland. Todd Ritchie’s had been the
boat to beat in Class G, but Right Stuff soon became that boat, taking six firstplace finishes in six races. Travis Otis’s First Team had engine issues all year,
but still managed to win Class H. Patrick Faulkingham’s Margaret E. edged out
Chris Smith’s Misty to win Class I. David Myrick’s Janice Elaine returned and
won Class J after not participating in the races for a couple years. Chris Pope’s
Old School repeated his win in Class M(A). Eric Beal’s Kimberly Ann came out
and dominated Class M(B), and with Andy Johnson’s Whistlin’ Dixie only racing two venues, Class N top racer was Marshall Spear’s Jacalwa. The real battle
all year was in Class L between Cameron Crawford’s Wild Wild West and Tom
Clemons’ Motivation. Wild Wild West won, but what fun to watch these two battle it out.
There are fewer and fewer wooden boats on the coast. This year there were no
boats competing in the Small Wooden Boat Race (smaller than 38 feet); Vance
Bunker’s Sari Ann took the top honors in the 38-foot and over class.
So what about next year? Right about mid-season it was learned that the race
committee for Rockland had decided not to continue and they began looking
for someone to take over the event. Nick O’Hara and Mike Mayo at Journey’s
End Marina in Rockland have stepped up and will be running the Rockland
races. There will be dockage at Journey’s End Marina for the racers and a get-together in one of their buildings the night before. Throughout the summer there
were rumblings coming out of Harpswell that a group was forming to bring the
races back there. They are committed and will be at the awards banquet. This
race would probably take place the end of July. There is still interest coming out
of Newport, RI, about running a race there; Gloucester, MA, has made some
noise about doing one there too. There does not look like any changes will be
made to the classes. The only rule change might be allowing just one person to
be in the boat in the skiff classes, unless the operator is underage.
MLBRA offers prizes only to the boats competing in the Gasoline and Diesel
Classes. Should they also offer prizes for skiffs and free-for-alls? Would it bring
more racers out? It might be interesting to do this to see who is actually the top
dog!
Now it is on to the awards banquet, which will be held again at Robinson’s
Wharf on Southport Island on October 14. The annual meeting will take place
at 5 p.m., followed by a social hour, dinner and the awards. For those looking to
stay in Boothbay for this event, rooms have been reserved at the Tugboat Inn
and if you say you are a lobster boat racer you will get the special rate of $119.
Hope to see you there!

:HDUHDOHDGLQJSURYLGHULQTXDOLW\FRPPHUFLDOȴVKLQJ
VXSSO\LQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVVLQFHZHZDUHKRXVHD
KXJHVHOHFWLRQRIUHDG\WRVKLSSURGXFWV

SHOP NOW AT WWW.LEEFISHERFISHING.COM
The 2015 Commercial Retail Catalog LVQRZDYDLODEOH&DOOXVDW800.356.5464ZLWKDQ\TXHVWLRQV

Chris Smith’s Misty running hard in the Long Island races.
J. Johansen photo.
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THE RESULTS ARE IN: ALEWIVES CAN FISH AS WELL AS HERRING
By Merritt Carey, Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s Co-op Board Member
Herring and its availability and cost have been problematic for Maine’s fishermen for well over a decade, the past several seasons being no exception. The
unpredictable nature of both the availability and cost of herring creates considerable business uncertainty for fishermen. And, as every small business owner
knows, success lies in the ability to control and predict as many variables as
possible. In an industry where so much — for example, weather, catch and
dock price — is unpredictable, any increase in business certainty can have a
considerable impact.

The question was: do frozen
alewives fish as well as fresh
herring? M. Carey photo.

Against this backdrop, last spring
and summer we partnered with
The Nature Conservancy of Maine
(TNC) on a project to address the
seasonal herring shortage and
leverage successful habitat restoration efforts that have resulted in
an increased alewife population
in Maine. The idea for the project
came from a casual conversation
between myself and Jeremy Bell,
who is responsible for habitat
restoration at TNC. In February,
Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s Coop (THFC) members discussed
the idea and focused on lobster
fishing for new-shells using frozen
alewives. The membership voted
unanimously to pursue the project. A few of our members had
used frozen alewives from Canada
in previous summers, so we already had some anecdotal evidence that they would fish well.

There are 35 Maine municipalities that have commercial harvesting rights to
alewives on 39 streams and rivers. These runs provide revenue to the towns,
which typically lease fishing privileges to independent operators. Each town
must submit an annual harvesting plan to the Department of Marine Resources
(DMR) for approval that includes a three-day-per-week escapement period to
assure the population is conserved. Habitat restoration efforts pursued by the
TNC, Maine Rivers, the Penobscot River Restoration Trust and the DMR, which
include large projects like dam removals and smaller projects such as constructing new fishways, cleaning fish passages and restoring culverts, have all
contributed to increased alewife populations. The rebounding alewife populations are in stark contrast to the herring population, which faces pressure from
all sides.
We got the brass tacks of the project figured out this spring, just a few weeks
before the alewives started to run. We had seven fishermen who participated
in the project. TNC offset the cost of the alewives and the rented freezer space
and the rest was up to the co-op. “We did a fair amount of scrambling to get
the alewives,” noted Jason Witham, a participating THFC member. “It was definitely added work – we were getting calls from the Warren and Damariscotta
traps when there were extra alewives and whoever could would run down and
load up, then we would all meet at the freezer and divide the alewives into trays
to be frozen.”
Participating fishermen worked with TNC’s Geoff Smith to define criteria of
what data we would collect. “TNC was great to work with, they kept the data

Can’t wait for the next issue of Landings?

Tenants Harbor Fisherman’s Co-op members helped transfer the frozen
alewives from local runs to the dock. TNC photo.

requirements simple and straightforward, incorporating our feedback so
it was manageable for us,” noted Josh Miller, THFC board president. Fishing
pairs, participants baited one trap with alewives and one with herring and then
tracked the results.
“Our goal here is pretty simple,” said Smith. “With big alewife runs beginning to
come back each year, we want to provide an economic return to coastal communities to complement the big ecological gains we are seeing in so many of
our rivers. The partnership with THFC has been a great opportunity to test the
viability of the frozen alewives as a local, supplemental bait source for Maine
lobstermen. The Co-op has been a great partner in the project.”
In the end the data show the herring fishing just a little better on average, but
not by a huge margin, generally it was a +/- 10% differential. “I found the alewives got bigger lobsters and a better-quality lobster,” observed Jamie Keiser,
a participating member. Not all fishermen were impressed by how alewives
fished. “In the area where I fished, comparing the alewives versus the herring,
the herring out-fished the alewives by a reasonable margin. At other times of
the year and in different fishing areas, the difference may be negligible,” Dan
Miller noted.
All participating fishermen, however, said they would have gladly used more
alewives if they’d been available. We plan to continue the partnership with
TNC next year and the next question to answer is the actual economics of using
frozen alewives. In our very small pilot (we had a total of 211 bushels), we established that alewives fish comparably to herring. But identifying the real cost
is important. How expensive does herring have to be to make the extra work,
such as the cost of freezing the fish, make sense from an economic perspective?
There’s no doubt that using locally-sourced bait, helping the local economy (the
towns and trap operators benefit from extra sales) and taking some pressure
off the herring fishery have positive impacts. Projects like this will never solve
the bait problem, but they represent a small step forward and a good, mutuallybeneficial intersection between conservation and commercial fishing.
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TIME TO SIGN UP FOR ACA HEALTH INSURANCE
By MLA staff
Open enrollment for 2018 health insurance plans offered through the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) Marketplace begins November 1 and runs through December
15, 2017. During the open enrollment period, consumers can select health insurance plans for 2018. In order to have insurance by January 1, 2018, you will
need to complete your enrollment by December 15.
Open enrollment is only six short weeks this year, so don’t wait! Whether you
are interested in a plan for yourself or you want insurance for your family, don’t
put off looking at your options. If you don’t sign up during the open enrollment period, you will not be able to purchase health insurance through the
Marketplace in 2018 unless you experience a qualifying event, such as getting
married, having a baby or losing your insurance through work.
MLA’s Navigators are available to help you learn more about your health insurance options and to help you enroll in a Marketplace plan if you are interested.
Under the Affordable Care Act, if you do not have a qualified health plan in
place for 2018, you will pay a penalty when you file your taxes equal to 2.5% of
your household income or $695 per adult and $347.50 per child, whichever is
greater.
The Marketplace (online at www.healthcare.gov) is a vehicle for searching for
health care coverage that will fit your budget and meet you and your family’s
needs. Every health plan offered on the Marketplace is quoted based on the
same set of essential benefits, including doctor visits, preventive care, hospitalization, prescriptions, and more. This makes it easy to compare plans based
on price, benefits, quality and other features important to you and your family
before you make your choice. Plans are categorized as Bronze, Silver and Gold
to help you find the best balance between your monthly premiums and the
level of benefits that a plan provides.
The Marketplace offers an easy to use “window shopping tool” located at www.
healthcare.gov. With basic information about your household size, estimate of
income, and the ages of those seeking insurance, you can get a quote on all
the Marketplace plans available to you from the three companies on Maine’s
exchange: Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Community Health Options,
and Harvard Pilgrim. And you will learn if you qualify for financial assistance
through advance premium tax credits.

If you are thinking of looking at health plans for 2018, here are a few things to
consider as you review your options:
•

How much can you afford to pay each month for health insurance?

•

What do you think your income will be next year? (You can update your
income throughout the year on your Marketplace account.)

•

Are there any specific doctors, services, or medications that you want your
plan to cover?

When you are ready to enroll, it is important to gather all of the information
you will need to complete your application:
•

information about your household such as Social Security numbers, birthdates, income, and tax returns

•

a list of your doctors, services and medications you require

•

your username and password if you already have a Marketplace account

•

an email address that you are able to log into if you do not yet have a
Marketplace account.

MLA’s Navigators are here to make sure that fishermen and their families have
access to the right information — and to assist them with their health insurance options and enrollment. Be sure to visit www.healthcare.gov to see what
plans are available. Please contact the MLA’s Navigators to set up appointment
at 207-967-4555.

MLA Hiring a new Navigator
The MLA is in the process of hiring a new health insurance Navigator;
Alisha Keezer is no longer with MLA. The Association will continue to have
trained Navigators on staff ready to answer your health insurance questions during the upcoming enrollment period, look at plans and pricing
and assist you with enrollment if you choose. Thank you for your patience
during this transition.

MLMC continued from page 3
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densely populated Miami, Orlando, Tampa, and the Keys; think about the disruption to the supply chain and the damage to roads and bridges in those areas. Beyond that is the damage to private infrastructure, like trucks and refrigerated warehouses. Those who work in the supply chain have not been going to
work while they deal with the destruction in their own lives. These storms happened at nearly the same time as CETA kicked in and the Maine catch started
to come on in volume. These storms created yet another headwind for Maine
Tech. In previous columns I’ve discussed the disruption in the food industry
caused by technology and the customer’s ability to buy exactly what he or
she wants and have it delivered. This
shift from the traditional supply chain
to a more dispersed model is forcing
some food companies to take fewer
risks and pay less for their supply. This
will be a headwind for a few years as
the Amazon-Whole Foods phenomenon matures and other companies
find ways to compete.
With all these headwinds, 2017 has
provided some unprecedented challenges for our industry. But U.S. demand for lobster and lobster products is strong and keeps growing. The
disruptions caused by the storms will
soon be in the past and we’ll see demand grow again. Over time the volume we lose overseas will be more
than accounted for in other markets.
MLMC photo.
Chefs and the media continue to be
enamored of our story of sustainability, seasonality, lobstermen, and Maine, and the fact that Maine lobster can be
used in many creative ways. Although the price has taken some knocks this
summer, there remains much to be optimistic about!
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NORTH HAVEN LOBSTERMAN TRIES KELP FARMING
FOR WINTER INCOME
By Melissa Waterman
Karen Cooper exudes cheerfulness. Most people might be a bit daunted by the
prospect of farming sugar kelp during the cold winter months, but the fiftyyear-old North Haven lobsterman speaks enthusiastically about her new business venture.
“I started lobstering about 23, 24 years ago,” she recalled. “My grandfather had a
sort of lobster pound and bought lobsters on North Haven. I saw a lot of money
being made and thought, ‘Why not?’” Cooper is the daughter of Foy Brown, the
fourth-generation owner and operator of Brown’s Boatyard on the island. While
involved in the boatyard business, she decided she also wanted to pursue lobstering. “I started with 30 traps that I hand-hauled from my skiff. I remember
one day when the boat’s transom turned to the wind and water started coming
in and my hands were cramping up and I thought ‘What the hell are you doing
out here?’ And then the trap came up!” Cooper smiled.

reproduces via spores, not seeds]. Like
any farmer, Cooper was anxious to see
her crop take hold. She and her father
checked the lines day after day. Finally,
about four weeks later, just when the
two thought that all they would ever see
was marine slime, the lines began to turn
brown. “That was great,” Cooper said.
Getting kelp to set its spores happens
at Southern Maine Community College
in South Portland. There, marine biology students hired by Ocean Approved
set sections of PVC pipe wrapped with
coils of nylon line into saltwater tanks
full of kelp spore. The microscopic
spores eventually settle on the wrapped
line, which kelp farmers then uncoil
onto their own lines at the site. “I startCooper learned to grow
ed with 600-foot-long lines to start.
sugar kelp through the Island
This year I am expanding to 800-foot
Institute’s aquaculture training
lines,” she explained. She sold all the
program. Photo courtesy of K.
sugar kelp she grew last winter from
Cooper.
the three Limited Purpose Aquaculture
(LPA) sites to Ocean Approved. This
year she is adding a fourth and final
LPA site while her father will start four LPA sites of his own in the same area.
When Cooper was first learning about growing kelp at the Island Institute, she
was told that the price she could receive would range from 85 cents to a dollar
per pound. That was not the price she actually received this past winter. So,
looking to the future, Cooper is considering ways to add value to her kelp. “My
goal is to have my own product. I’d like to have a drying house on the island and
keep it all local, hire local people,” she said.
Discovering a way to make money from the ocean during the cold winter
months when she’s not lobstering clearly satisfies Cooper. Growing a living
thing successfully may be the bigger surprise, however. “I have no houseplants,
I have no garden, and I actually killed a cactus. But look, I’m growing kelp!”

“Look, I’m growing kelp!” says Cooper, who admits she has no garden
and once killed a cactus. Photo courtesy of K. Cooper.
She worked as a sternman for her cousin off and on until finally, about eight
years ago, Cooper bought her own 23-foot wooden boat. “It’s a boat built on
the island. I named her Tidal 9 [a play on Title IX, the federal law that mandates equal funding for girls’ sports in public schools],” Cooper said. Being a
member of the Brown family came in handy two years ago when Tidal 9 sank
at its mooring. “I was down in Brunswick and called [her father]. He said the
boat had sunk and he was getting her refloated.” Cooper shook her head at the
recollection. “My dad took the engine to Jeff ’s Marine [in Thomaston] and it
was OK. We got her over to my house, flipped her and fiberglassed her bottom
in my husband’s garage. Everything’s OK now.”

— Maine Fair Trade Lobster—

Supports Maine
Lobstermen

A few years ago Cooper’s best friend on the island was diagnosed with breast
cancer. The woman changed her diet to a raw macrobiotic one. One day Cooper
was having lunch with her friend and shared a bite of her seaweed salad. “I was
just curious about it. If it’s something that can keep my best friend alive, then
I’m for it,” she said. She looked up seaweed aquaculture on the Internet and
corresponded with Paul Dobbins, president of Ocean Approved, a kelp aquaculture company based in Portland. Then she learned of the Island Institute’s
aquaculture training program. “I was part of the first cohort [in 2015]. I definitely got in at the right time,” Cooper said.
The Island Institute’s aquaculture education program leads its participants
through the process of researching and applying for a lease to grow mussels,
oysters or seaweed in Maine. The participants met several times each month
throughout the winter in Rockland and visited aquaculture sites along the
coast. Cooper chose kelp, rather than mussel or oyster, farming for practical
reasons. “It’s the cheapest one to get started in,” she laughed. “Plus it’s one that
I can do in the winter, so I can still lobster in the summer. And my father and
I had all the things I needed, like moorings and buoys. I had to buy chain and
rope.”
By December 2016, Cooper was ready to go. She had found and received her permits from the Department of Marine Resources and Army Corps of Engineers
for an appropriate site, a cove with enough tidal flow and wave action to keep
the kelp lines clean and at least 30 feet of depth at mean low water. “I drove
down to Wiscasset to meet Paul and then got back onto the island and got
the seed in the water that day. It was really cold!” she said [technically, kelp

M i St.
H
2 00 Main
200
Stt Prospect
S
P rospect Ha
Harbor,
ME
www.mftlobster.com
P: 207.963.9010

Page 20 | LANDINGS | October 2017

MAINE COASTAL PROGRAM BECOMES PART OF
DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES
DMR press release
The Maine Coastal Program, formerly a program of the Maine Department
of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry, is now a Division of the Maine
Department of Marine Resources.

Coastal Zone Management Program. The program is a voluntary partnership
between the federal government and U.S. coastal and Great Lakes states and
territories authorized by the Coastal
Zone Management Act of 1972 to address shared national, state and local
coastal issues.

The move, made possible by the recently passed state budget, will allow
the DMR to build on initiatives of the
Coastal Program that impact Maine’s
coastal communities.

The program is funded and overseen by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Office
for Coastal Management. The Maine
Coastal Program distributes Federal
funds matched by state and local
sources, to enable projects that benefit Maine’s coastal communities.

The change includes a transfer of $3.4
million in federal funds received by the
Coastal Program and nearly $170,000
in other revenue. Six staff positions formerly housed at DACF are now DMR
employees and located within DMR’s
Augusta and Boothbay Harbor offices.
“This move made sense because of the
shared focus on the health of Maine’s
coastal ecosystem and economy between the DMR and the Maine Coastal
Program,” said DMR Commissioner
Patrick Keliher.

The federally-funded Maine Coastal Program moved into the
Department of Marine Resources in September. Maine has an extensive
coastal zone, extending inland to Augusta and Bangor. Maine Office of
tourism photo.

The Maine Coastal Program works
in partnership with local, regional, state and federal agencies with the goal
of managing Maine’s coastal resources for the public benefit. DMR has been
among the partners working with MCP since its inception in 1978.
“DMR has received Coastal Program funding for many years to support some
of our core work, such as fisheries co-management and the shellfish growing
area program,” said Commissioner Keliher. “This will also allow us to focus resources on priorities shared by DMR and the Maine Coastal Program. These
include changing environmental conditions such as ocean acidification, and
enhancement of economic growth sectors such as aquaculture.”
Maine is one of 36 states and territories that participate in the National

Planning Grants awarded to six Maine
coastal projects
The Maine Coastal Program announced the award of $141,879 to six coastal
municipalities. These awards will provide support for harbor management,
waterfront infrastructure planning and design, and public access.
Funding for the grants comes from DMR’s federal coastal management award
from the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
and from Maine’s Submerged Lands Program. Each grantee will provide a minimum of 25% in matching funds or services. Grants were awarded as follows:
•

Chebeague – Harbor Master Plan for Sunset Landing: $28,000 for developing design and cost estimates for a facility to meet the island’s
transportation needs at Sunset Landing.

•

Damariscotta – Waterfront Restroom Design and Engineering: $17,300
to design a public restroom and visitor’s kiosk in Damariscotta’s downtown waterfront area.

•

Frenchboro – Deepwater Municipal Landing Study: $18,150 to investigate opportunities for a new all-tide landing in Frenchboro Harbor.

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE

•

Gouldsboro – Prospect Harbor Working Waterfront Revitalization
Plan: $21,000 to develop plans for an industry and tourism friendly
working waterfront in Prospect Harbor.

POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

•

Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission – Assessing
the Feasibility of Purchasing a Dredge: $27,429 for a multi-municipal
partnership to assess the potential for purchasing a regional dredge.

•

South Portland – Portland Street Pier Master Plan and Feasibility:
$30,000 for a plan which considers expanding the city-owned pier to
support the aquaculture and fishing industries, and maintenance of
existing infrastructure.
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WHALE ENTANGLEMENTS ON THE WEST COAST PROMPT
COURT CASES, VOLUNTARY MEASURES
By Melissa Waterman
Thus far in 2017, an alarming number of North Atlantic right whales have been
found dead, primarily in the Gulf of St. Lawrence but also in the waters off Cape
Cod, Massachusetts. Some of the whales showed evidence of entanglement in
fishing gear, a fact that has caused the Canadian Department of Fisheries and
Oceans to suggest possible changes in crab and lobster fishing regulations in
that country. Fishermen in the United States have already made a series of
changes to their fishing gear since 1997 in order to reduce the possibility of
entanglement.

Dungeness crab season, which begins in November.
The Group has also experimented with different methods to make whales
aware of line in the water, including painting line different colors. Working
Group members, however, recently recommended use of neutral buoyancy line
that features less floating line on the surface of the water, where researchers
suspect many entanglements take place.
The Nature Conservancy began working with crab fishermen in California this
year to reduce the possibility of whale entanglement in lost crab traps. The Lost
Gear Recovery Project pays crab fishermen after the season has ended to go
back to sea to fish for lost traps. Dungeness crab traps are expensive, about
$300 for each trap, with line and buoys. This summer crab fishermen in six
California ports went out to find lost traps. After the fisherman sights the trap’s
buoy he or she takes a photo with a GPS-enabled cell phone, then hauls the
trap. The picture of the trap, its identifying tag, and its GPS location is sent to
the trap’s owner, who can buy the trap back on land at a modest price. Nearly
450 lost traps were recovered this summer off Half Moon Bay, California.
Another court case, however, looms in the future related to whales. Oceana,
a national environmental organization, is suing NMFS for withdrawing rules
agreed upon by the Pacific Fishery Management Council to protect marine
species, some listed as endangered, caught as bycatch in the swordfish fishery.
The rules, which were negotiated by the Council, would have instituted “hard
caps” on the number of dead or injured animals that would be allowed in the
fishery. From 2004 to 2017, the swordfish industry discarded 61% of its catch,
including fin, humpback and sperm whales; leatherback, loggerhead, olive ridley and green sea turtles; short-fin pilot whales; and bottlenose dolphins. The
proposed “hard caps” would have shut down as many as 20 gill net boats for up
to two seasons if too many whales, sea turtles or dolphins were caught in the
nets. On June 12, the Trump administration directed NMFS to withdraw the
proposed regulations; Oceana promptly sued the government in Los Angeles
federal court.
Court cases such as these typically move slowly but East Coast fishermen remain concerned about the impact these cases may have on future fisheries
regulations.

Pacific gray whales and other large whales migrate along the Western
seaboard during the year. Researchers suspect that changes in water
temperature may be leading the whales closer to shore. Map courtesy
of Annenberg Learning.org.
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But whale entanglement in fishing gear is not just a problem on the East Coast.
Off California, Oregon and Washington, gray, humpback, fin and several other
species of whales make regular migrations along the coast. The number of incidents of whales becoming entangled in fishing gear on the West Coast had
remained steady at relatively low levels until 2014, when the annual entanglement rate began to spike. In 2016, at least 71 large whales became entangled in
fishing gear off the three coastal states, 66 of them off the coast of California.
It was the highest annual total since NOAA began keeping records in 1982 and
broke the entanglement record for the third consecutive year.
Many of those whales were caught up in Dungeness crab gear or gill nets used
to fish for swordfish, according to National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
data. Alarmed by the increase, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
convened a California Dungeness Crab Fishing Gear Working Group in 2015
to devise voluntary measures that crab fishermen could take to minimize the
chances of snagging whales, measures such as minimizing the amount of line
floating at the surface and reducing the number of buoys used to mark traps.
For environmental organizations, however, voluntary actions were not enough.
In June, 2017, the Center for Biological Diversity announced its intent to sue
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife over the department’s failure
to protect large whales under the Endangered Species Act. The environmental organization stated that the suit was intended to force the department to
make changes to management of the Dungeness crab fishery. “Only preventive
reforms, such as reducing the number of crab lines in important feeding areas
for whales, can save endangered humpback whales,” said Kristen Monsell, a
staff attorney for the Center.
Meanwhile, the Working Group continued its efforts to develop a Risk
Assessment and Mitigation Program (RAMP) for whale entanglements in
California waters. The goal of the assessment is to rank the risk of entanglement (high, medium, or low) based on factors such as prey distribution, gear
concentration, and whale locations. A similar risk assessment model was created for the New England region by NMFS in 2011. The Working Group intends
to use the RAMP approach specifically for humpback whales in the 2017-2018
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In the
NEWS
N.S. LOBSTERMEN PROTEST INDIGENOUS FISHING
Nova Scotian lobstermen protested in front of several Department
of Fisheries and Oceans offices
in the province in September to
bring attention to what they contend is an illegal indigenous commercial lobster fishery. Bernie
Berry of the Coldwater Lobster
Association said about 50 protesters were in Digby to pressure
Department officials to enforce
regulations concerning the sale of
lobster caught outside the regular
season by indigenous fishermen.

Nova Scotian lobstermen protesting
what they consider illegal fishing.
Photo courtesy of Cape Breton Post.

The lobstermen say some fishermen from native tribes are taking unfair advantage of their right to continue fishing outside of the regular commercial
season, which ended May 31. In 1990, the Supreme Court of Canada issued a
landmark ruling that found indigenous peoples have the right to fish for food,
and social and ceremonial purposes. Federal regulations state that commercial sales from such fishing are prohibited. Indigenous fishermen can apply for
a commercial communal fishing license which has the same seasonal opening and closing dates as the regular commercial fishery and thereby sell their
catches for profit.
NATIONAL MARINE MONUMENT PROHIBITIONS MAY
CHANGE
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has suggested opening up the Northeast
Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument to commercial fishing, according to a recommendation he made in a recent memo to President

Donald Trump. Zinke argued that the proclamation made by President Obama
in September, 2016, should be amended to include commercial fishing activities regulated under federal law. The memo states that instead of prohibiting commercial fishing, the government should allow it in the area under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, which is the
primary law governing the U.S.’s marine fisheries. The New England Fishery
Management Council has argued that the establishment of the Monument
under the Antiquities Act disrupts the Council’s ability to balance protection
with commercial fishing. Yet to be determined, however, is whether President
Trump has the legal authority to modify the original proclamation.
FISHERMEN RAISE CONCERNS ABOUT PORTLAND’S
WATERFRONT
Casco Bay fishermen are increasingly concerned about Portland’s accelerating development along its waterfront. More than 90 lobstermen, fishermen
and waterfront business owners sent a petition to the city’s Planning Board
this summer that said planned developments along Portland’s waterfront will
jeopardize traditional uses. The petition was organized by lobsterman Willis
Spear, who berths his lobster boat at Custom House Wharf. The petition cited
four new development proposals — a condominium-hotel at the former Rufus
Deering Lumber site; the redevelopment of 58 Fore St., the former Portland Co.
property on the eastern waterfront; a hotel, office building and parking garage
planned at 184 Commercial St. on Fisherman’s Wharf; and a three-building
mixed office, retail and restaurant development on Union Wharf — as the basis
for the fishermen’s concerns. The petition also noted that about $150 million
worth of lobster and groundfish and $141 million worth of bait fish are trucked
out of the city’s wharves every year.
NEW MODEL OFFERS MORE ACCURATE ESTIMATE OF RIGHT
WHALE POPULATION
Researchers at the Northeast Fisheries Science Center and the New England
Aquarium have developed a new statistical model that improves estimates of abundance and population trends of endangered North Atlantic
right whales. The study, authored by Richard Pace and Peter Corkeron at
the Northeast Fisheries Science Center and Scott Kraus of the New England
Aquarium, was published in the journal Ecology and Evolution in September.
While both existing census-based methodology and the new statistical model
show a decline in the right whale population since 2010, the new estimates are
less affected by changes in whale distribution, are less reliant on sighting frequency, and better account for animals that are still alive but are not frequently
seen. In the past few years, right whales have not gathered together as consistently at some places, like off Grand Manan Island, as they have in the past. This
reduces the likelihood that any individual whale will be sighted and counted by
researchers affiliated with the New England Aquarium. The Aquarium has conducted research on right whales for more than three decades and maintains
the North Atlantic Right Whale Catalogue. For this study, data from more than
61,000 sightings recorded in the Catalogue were reviewed.
LOBSTER EMOJI SUPPORTED BY SEN. KING
Senator Angus King is pushing for
the creation of a lobster emoji to
give his state’s top export the respect it deserves and help it fit in
with all the other smartphone seafood. An emoji is a small digital
image used to express an idea or
emotion in electronic communication. “People in Maine—as well as
others across the world—understand that the lobster is a culturally
and economically important animal,” King wrote in a letter to the
Unicode Consortium, the group
that approves new emoticons. “I
respectfully request [a lobster emoji] so that people who fish, process, serve, eat or otherwise admire the lobster
can accurately express themselves in emoji form.” The newest group of official
emoji will be announced this month. The lobster has made it to the draft list of
possible candidates, which includes a kangaroo, a hippopotamus and a bagel.
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Don’t forget to check out our expanded calendar at
mainelobstermen.org.
You can find more information, links, and photos. And let us know
if you have upcoming events!

October 3
ASMFC Atlantic Menhaden Draft Amendment
3 public hearing, 7 p.m., Urban Forestry Center,
Portsmouth, NH.
October 4
MLA Board of Directors meeting, 5 p.m.,
Darby’s restaurant, Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.
October 5
ASMFC Atlantic Menhaden Draft Amendment
3 public hearing, 6 p.m., Yarmouth town hall.
October 12
“Climate Myths and Legends: Heroes, Oracles,
and Climate Change,” talk by Andy Pershing,
7 p.m., Gulf of Maine Research Institute,
Portland.
October 14
Maine Lobster Boat Racing Association annual
banquet, Robinson’s Wharf, Southport Island.
October 15-19
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
76th annual meeting, Norfolk, VA.

October 22
North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium, St. Mary’s
University, Halifax, NS. FMI: www.narwc.org.
October 22-27
22nd Biennial Marine Mammalogy Conference
on the Biology of Marine Mammals, Halifax
Convention Center, Halifax, NS. FMI: www.smmconference.org
October 24
Hard Tellin’, 6-8 p.m., The Frontier Cafe,
Brunswick, sponsored by the Maine Coast
Fishermen’s Alliance.
Upcoming
November 1
Health Insurance Open Enrollment begins. Visit
www.healthcare.gov and click on window shopping to get a fast quote on a plan.
November
TBA, MLA board of directors strategic planning
day, Belfast.

THE YORK LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION: Small but dedicated!
By Melissa Waterman
The York Lobstermen’s Association is a congenial group of lobstermen. Started
in the late 1980s by lobsterman Pat White, the Association is currently headed
by White’s son, Jeff. “I’m the go-to person that newspapers call when they want
to know what’s going on down here,” he laughed.
The Association is best known for its yearly clean-up day when members search
the area’s beaches and coves to round up broken traps, buoys and other gear.
“Then we have a cook-out,” White said.

The group also manages the York
Sustainable Fisheries Fund, the
monies of which are raised by local residents interested in the
lobster fishery and lobstermen.
The Association members decide
each year how to disperse the
money raised for the Fund. Some
of it has gone to scholarships for
the children of local lobstermen.
Some has gone to pay for safety
training classes. Currently Fund
Photo courtesy of Seacoastonline.com
money is being used to support
a high school biology class where
students are learning about green crabs. “They are designing traps for the crabs
and setting them. Plus they’ve started a monitoring program on the York River
to see what changes are happening there,” White said.
“You have to realize that it’s a lot different down here than in other parts of
the coast,” White continued. “We are extremely tight on commercial space.”
He mentioned that the two commercial lobster pounds operating in York in
the 1980s have both turned into private residences. He recounted the story of
one pound, whose owner wanted to create an apartment above the building.
The town said no, and eventually the man closed his business. The property sat
vacant for a number of years until a well-to-do individual bought it. “He built
a McMansion and actually planted trees and grass on the wharf. Finally, it sold
for $3 million or so,” White said.

Jeff White, son of York Lobstermen’s Association founder Pat White, is
worried by the increasing residential pressures on his part of the coast.
Photo by Little Outdoor Giants.

Still, as White put it, the York Lobstermen’s Association continues to do the
best they can with what they have. He worries, however, that history might be
repeating itself. “Years ago Maine was part of Massachusetts. And we became
independent. Now Massachusetts is taking us back, one property at a time!”
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BAILEY’S ISLAND LOBSTERMEN’S RELIEF FUND BENEFIT A SUCCESS
By MLCA staff

Others, true to the theme of the event, ordered the lobster dinner.

On a recent September afternoon, locals, tourists, and people from the lobster industry gathered at Cook’s Lobster and Ale House on Bailey
Island for the Second Annual Lobstermen’s
Relief Fund Benefit. This casual and fun event
raises money for the Fund, managed by the
Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
(MLCA), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to support coastal communities and
preserve Maine’s lobster industry.

Dozens of other businesses donated items
for the silent auction, which raised over
$2,500. From photographs to Durabrite
lights, there were deals for everyone.
Competition was fierce for a Grunden’s waterproof pullover and for a sweatshirt, tee
and hat donated by the MLCA, but the most
sought-after item was a gift certificate to
the Honey Paw restaurant in Portland.

Businesses from across the state contributed
to this successful evening. Robin LaPoint, new
owner of DL Geary Brewing Co., was on hand
to personally pour the OG Lager and Pale Ale
that the company had donated to the event.
Any purchase of a Geary’s beer went directly
to the Fund and patrons went home with their
very own Geary’s pint glass. “They [Geary’s
Brewing] are a Maine classic. With the iconic lobster logo on their Pale Ale, it seemed a
match made in heaven,” said Andi Pelletier,
MLCA events coordinator, referring to Geary’s
generous support of the Benefit.

Above, Jennifer Dube Charboneau and Nick
Charboneau with their two children in front of
Cook’s Lobster House. The couple purchased the restaurant in 2015. Photo courtesy of Maine Biz.
Below, a happy patron relaxes in the sun at the MLCA
benefit. Photo by A. Pelletier

While 10% of all food sales were donated to
the Fund, Cook’s Chef J.J. DuBois offered two
specials of which the full purchase price went
entirely to the Relief Fund. He created these
dishes with foods donated by Sysco Northern
New England. “We are happy to help,” said Phil
Latini, Sysco’s director of business resources.
“Sysco buys thousands of pounds of seafood from Maine fishermen and lobstermen.”
Customers raved about the coffee-encrusted
steak tips and the classic chicken cordon bleu.

Cook’s Lobster and Ale House owners Jen
and Nick Charboneau and their general
manager Mary Coombs were shaken last
year when young lobsterman Jon Popham
was dragged off his boat and drowned
while hauling. “Accidents like this can happen anywhere,” said Mary Coombs, herself
a daughter and sister of local lobstermen.
The Charboneaus felt they needed to help
out and organized the first benefit. The
money raised in 2016 went directly to the
Popham family.
“We are so grateful that they wanted to
take the time to help raise funds that will
benefit fishing families who face difficult
times,” said Patrice McCarron, president
of the MLCA. The Relief Fund benefits distressed families and children of lobstermen. Donations are accepted all year. More
information is available at www.mlcalliance.org.
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