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THE MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION FILES LAWSUIT CHALLENGING
FLAWED FEDERAL PLAN TO PROTECT RIGHT WHALES
by MLA staff
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) filed a lawsuit on September 27
against the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) and the Secretary of Commerce in the
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
challenging the federal government’s draconian and fundamentally flawed 10-year whale
protection plan that will all but eliminate the
Maine lobster fishery yet still fail to save endangered right whales.
The MLA’s complaint asserts that NMFS’s new
Biological Opinion, released in May, is unlawful because NMFS acted arbitrarily by, among
other reasons, failing to rely on the best scientific information and inexplicably failing to account for the positive impact of conservation
measures already adopted by the Maine lobster fishery. The complaint also asks for relief
from the new whale rule arising from flaws in
the Biological Opinion released in September.
“NMFS got it wrong. The science does not support the agency’s plan. Using worst case scenarios that hold Maine lobstermen accounta-

ble for right whale deaths occurring in Canada won’t help protect right whales,
but it will decimate Maine’s lobster industry,” stated Patrice McCarron, executive director of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association.

Maine lobstermen, like Peter Eaton pictured here
speaking at a Zone G meeting, are fighting back
against federal attacks on the fishery. MLA photo.

The MLA claims that NMFS has persistently ignored science and evidence submitted by the
Association and other experts that would have
enabled the agency to correct its mistakes.
The MLA points to the undeniable success of
the Maine lobster fishery’s existing right whale
conservation measures implemented over the
last 20 years. There has never been a known
right whale serious injury or mortality associated with Maine lobster gear. Moreover, there
has not been a single known right whale entanglement with Maine lobster gear in almost two
decades.
“NMFS is targeting Maine lobstermen because
it is easy. We’re a bunch of small, owner-operated businesses. Taking on Canada and the shipping industry is hard,” commented Cutler lobsterman Kristan Porter, president of the MLA.
“Maine lobstermen understand the need to
protect right whales, but if NMFS really wants
Continued on page 4
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The final rule is the first phase of a 10-year plan included
in the biological opinion released by the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) in May, which requires the lobster
fishery to reduce risk by 98% by 2030. Future phases include
another 60% risk reduction in 2025 and additional 87% risk reduction in 2020. The biological opinion was issued under the
Endangered Species Act and NMFS must meet this requirement to continue to permit the federal waters lobster fishery.
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How does the final whale rule reduce risk to right whales
in Maine?

P.O. Box 315

COASTAL OUTLOOK
Thoughts from the MLCA president

On August 31, the NMFS published the final rule
amending the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan,
commonly referred to as the whale rules.
The final rule is a modification to the existing whale plan to
reduce risk by at least 60%. This risk reduction is on top of
what has been accomplished through previous whale rules.
It is implemented under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.

Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance
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The final rule achieves the required risk reduction by 1) removing rope from the water through minimum trap per trawl
requirements, 2) reducing the co-occurrence of right whales
and buoy lines in areas of high risk to right whales through
seasonal closures, 3) reducing the breaking strength of all re-
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COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

Enough is enough.

Maine lobster fishery the sustainably fishery it is today.

That is the message the Maine Lobstermen’s Association
(MLA) conveyed when it filed a lawsuit in in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia against the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the Secretary of
Commerce in late September. The lawsuit argues that the
agency ignored relevant scientific data and failed to account
for the Maine lobster fishery’s longstanding conservation
measures in its 2021 Biological Opinion on the fishery and
in the final whale rule. The Biological Opinion instituted a
10-year plan for the northeast lobster fishery to reduce risk
to endangered North Atlantic right whales by 98%, a draconian measure that would erase the Maine fishery.

The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) has
become a potent force in promoting Maine lobster in novel
ways during its existence. Since the outbreak of the pandemic, the MLMC has used a multitude of avenues to reach
consumers eager to expand their cooking opportunities at
home. As Marianne LaCroix, MLMC executive director,
notes in her column this month, through product innovation and media events, such as the new Maine Lobster
Week in September, greater attention is being paid to the
ease of enjoying Maine lobster at home.

“NMFS is targeting Maine lobstermen because it is easy.
We’re a bunch of small, owner-operated businesses. Taking
on Canada and the shipping industry is hard,” stated MLA
president Kristan Porter. “Maine lobstermen understand
the need to protect right whales, but if NMFS really wants
to save right whales, they should be going after the things
we know are actually killing right whales rather than dismantling our fishery piece by piece.”
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In this issue Landings brings you a story on the unprecedented challenges, such as climate change and whale
regulations, facing Maine’s younger generation of lobstermen which was first published by National Public Radio
reporter Shannon Mullen. Mullen talks with lobstermen
about the state of the lobster population, coping with new
whale rules, and how they feel about their odds of keeping Maine’s lobster heritage alive. This next generation of
lobstermen must grapple with what will the fishery look
like in the future and who will be able to adapt to unprecedented changes to continue to take part in it.
Landings continues its series on the unique aspects of
Maine’s lobster fishery with an article on lobster management in the state. Maine lobstermen enjoy a rare collaborative relationship with the Department of Marine Resources
(DMR). But that relationship was not always so smooth. In
the late 1980s and early 1990s lobstermen looked at fisheries scientists and resource managers with skepticism and
outright antagonism. Yet over time, the hostility ebbed as
scientists such as UMaine’s Bob Steneck and others began
working with lobstermen to answer questions posed by
the lobstermen themselves.
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The situation further shifted when the state created the lobster zone councils to represent the different regions of the
coast and delegated some management authority to them.
The zone councils allowed lobstermen to communicate
clearly to state resource managers early in any regulatory
process while also allowing DMR to interact and communicate with lobstermen at a local level. The authority held
by the zone councils have ensured that lobstermen remain
vested in the management process and the give-and-take
between the DMR and lobstermen have helped make the

The advertising deadline is the
second Monday of each month.
Please contact
Melissa Waterman
(melissa@mainelobstermen.org
or 967-6221) for more information.

The MLMC also takes its responsibility to protect the
Maine lobster brand seriously and has been aggressive in
protecting the fishery’s reputation as a sustainable fishery
as it has been falsely villainized by environmental groups.
Through paid media opportunities, digital advertising and
other means, the MLMC has gotten the message out to
the public that Maine lobstermen are not and have never
killed a right whale.
Landings is published by the Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance (MLCA), a non-profit sister organization of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA). The
Alliance is supported by donations from individuals and
businesses, many of the latter with connections to the
Maine coast. This month we talk to the owners of four of
those businesses about what drew them to support the
MLCA and its important programs.
Finally, the MLA is proud to announce that it has hired two
exceptional people to augment its staff. Kevin Kelley, former communications director and deputy campaign director for Senator Susan Collins, will begin work in October
as advancement director for the MLA. Kelley, a native of
Damariscotta and son of a lobsterman, is excited to be involved with the fishery. “It will be my job to help people understand that we are all in this together. The Maine lobster
fishery means so much for this state. My challenge will be
to convince the greater public of its importance,” he said.
Nathaniel Burola comes to Maine from California. After
receiving his Master’s degree in environmental science
and management at the University of California at Santa
Barbara last year, Burola worked on modelling the interaction between whales and Dungeness crab fishermen off
the west coast over a thirty year period. That work, Burola
said, directly parallels what the Maine lobster fishery is
facing now relative to right whales. As MLA policy director, Burola looks forward to being with lobstermen and
advancing their perspectives. “I want to work with fishermen. This job is exactly what I’ve been looking for,” he said.
We hope you enjoy this issue of Landings and look forward
to your comments.

Subscribe to Landings, where lobstermen get their news!
You can subscribe online at
www.mlcalliance.org or send us a check
or credit card info with the form below.
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THE MAINE LOBSTERMEN'S ASSOCIATION WELCOMES NEW STAFF
By Melissa Waterman

the campaign and, after Senator Collin’s reelection in November, “stayed put. I
didn’t want to go back to Washington,” Kelley explained.

The increasing work load due to complex issues such as new whale regulations
and expanding offshore wind development have led the Maine Lobstermen's
Assocation (MLA) to nearly double its staff. This month the MLA welcomes Kevin
Kelley and Nathaniel Burola to the crew.

The MLA’s advertisement for an advancement director caught Kelley’s eye immediately. “I was looking for a new challenge, something that would make a
difference to my home state and to the industry that has given me a lot,” he said.
Kelley’s father did not encourage his three sons as they were growing up to pursue lobstering in part, Kelley said, “because he thought there were easier ways
to make a living.” Still, lobstering and the values that are imbued in the fishery
are something that Kelley understands well. His nephew currently works as
sternman for his father.

Kevin Kelley, director of advancement
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association’s (MLA) new advancement director always understood where he ultimately wanted to be. “I knew I wanted to come
home,” said Kevin Kelley, a native of Damariscotta.
His route led him from the small midcoast town where he and his two brothers grew up as the sons of a local lobsterman to the heady environment of
Washington, D.C. Kelley graduated from the
University of Maine with a journalism degree
in 1992 and quickly moved into the world of
television news. He worked as a news reporter
and substitute anchor at WLBZ in Bangor and
WCSH in Portland for 12 years before becoming Maine bureau chief for New England Cable
News (NECN) in 2004. He then was hired by
Senator Susan Collins as her communications
director.
“I moved to D.C. in 2005 a real politics novice,” Kelley recalled. “Everything was new and
eyepopping in Washington. I gained a lot of
respect for civil servants in government. They
Kevin Kelley, the MLA's
work very hard and a lot is asked of them.” The
new advancement
pace of Washington, which to those outside
government seems glacial, proved the opdirector.
posite for newcomer Kelley. “People criticize
government because it seems to move so slowly, but I found that it actually
moves really quickly. It’s change that is slow,” he said.
Kelley later took a position as the staff director for the U.S. Senate Special
Committee on Aging where Collins’ served as chairman until becoming her
deputy campaign manager in 2019. He and his family moved to Ogunquit for

Kelley’s time in Washington taught him that issues at the federal level always
affect individuals at a personal level. The situation facing Maine lobstermen
today is a case in point. The rule recently released by the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) will close a vast area of federal waters to lobstermen
from October to January each year. The new Biological Opinion, published in
May, will impose increasingly strict measures on lobstermen over the next ten
years, fundamentally changing the fishery.
“In order for the MLA to survive and thrive and for the industry to be here for the
state in the future, it will be my job to help people understand that we are all in
this together. The Maine lobster fishery means so much for this state. My challenge will be to convince the greater public of its importance,” Kelley said. He anticipates that he will spend the next several months asking questions of those active in the fishery and expanding his understanding in order to better understand
the complex issues. And his father? “My dad is proud. To have the opportunity to
make a difference so that the lobster fishery will be available for my nephew, his
children, and other families in the future is extraordinary,” Kelley said.
Nathaniel Burola, MLA policy specialist
Nathaniel Burola knows numbers. With a graduate degree in environmental science and management and an interest in marine science, the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association’s new policy specialist worked for the past year for
the Ocean Associates Inc. analyzing the interaction of whales and Dungeness
crab fishermen along the West Coast. But it’s not just numbers that interests
Burola.
“Maine lobstermen depend on the fishery for their livelihoods. I want to work
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Lawsuit continued from page 1

to save right whales, they should be going after the things we know are actually
killing them rather than dismantling our fishery piece by piece.”

thousands of jobs they support, all of which are essential to Maine’s economy
as well as irreplaceable aspects of the State’s coastal and maritime heritage.

According to the MLA’s complaint, “NMFS’s mandate ignores the reality that
the Maine lobster fishery already has an extremely low incidence of interactions with right whales due, in part, to a suite of mitigation measures that
have been implemented for many years. Reducing its already low impact by
another 98% is not possible without driving most of Maine’s harvesters out of
business permanently.” It continues that NMFS disregards “critically important new scientific information about right whale migration patterns [that]
shows that the Maine lobster fishery will continue to pose very little risk to
North Atlantic right whales.”

In additional to filing the lawsuit, the MLA remains an active intervenor CBD
v. Ross, an ongoing case in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.
In that case, a consortium of environmental advocacy groups recently filed
an amended complaint arguing that NMFS’s 10-year plan and new whale rule
need to be made even more stringent.
The Maine lobster fishery is essential to Maine’s culture, heritage, and economy. For more than 175 years, the fishery has supported communities and generations of families in Maine, while responsibly ensuring that this important
natural resource is sustainably harvested for generations to come.

NMFS’s ten-year whale plan is already forcing unnecessary burdens on the fleet
and will ultimately result in devastating economic hardship to Maine’s fleet of
4,800 individually owned and operated lobster fishing vessels and the tens of

Questions continued from page 1

maining buoy lines by requiring the insertion of 1,700-pound weak points in the
buoy lines.
The final rule also mandates a new gear marking scheme to distinguish buoy
lines fished by each state and in Area 3 with a unique color requirement. It also
differentiates buoy lines fished in state versus federal waters by requiring all
federal waters buoy lines to have a second set of green marks.

How much risk reduction does the rule achieve?
NMFS estimates that the final whale rule achieves a risk reduction of 69% to
73%. This risk reduction includes a 7% reduction of risk from n rope through
trawling up, a 65% reduction in the co-occurrence of right whales and buoy
lines through closures, a 9% reduction due to the mean strength of buoy lines
and a 17% reduction of risk through weakening endlines.
This overall risk reduction includes credit for the Massachusetts Restricted
Area, which was established in 2014 and expanded to its current size in 2015.
If credit for this closure is excluded, the overall risk reduction of new measures
in the final rule is 60% and the reduction in co-occurrence from new closures
is 54%.
NMFS estimates that the LMA1 closure reduces co-occurrence by 6.5% and removes approximately 1,100 buoy lines in October, 1,300 in November, 1,425 in
December, and 1,725 in January.

What is the implementation date for the new whale rules?
Fishing gear modifications including trawling up, weak point insertions, and
gear marking are effective May 1,2022. The closure areas are effective October
18, 2021.

Does the final rule include the conservation equivalency proposals submitted by Maine’s Lobster Zone Councils?
Yes, for the most part. The final rule fully adopts the zone councils’ conservation
equivalency proposals for trawling up and weak point requirements out to the
12-mile line. However, NMFS did not accept the conservation equivalency proposals for gear fished outside of 12 miles. In these waters a minimum of 25 traps
per trawl and 1 weak insert one-third of the way down the line are required in all
of Area 1. The proposals from Zones C, D, and E to fish 20 trap trawls with two
weak inserts in the buoy line outside of 12 miles was rejected.
NMFS also accepted Zone A’s proposal to split the zone into “Zone A east” and
“Zone A west.” The new boundary runs through Seal Cove buoy from 44°8' N
lat., 67°18.00' W long. due north along the 67°18.00' W long. line to Cross Island.

Do the new measures in the final rule apply to all Maine lobstermen?
Yes, the gear marking and weak point requirements will be required by all
Maine lobstermen. However, the new trawling up requirement do not impact
gear fished inside the exemption line.
Exempt waters. The only change for gear set from the beach to the exemption
line is that buoy lines must be rigged with one weak insert. There are no trawling up requirements in this area and no changes to gear marking for lobstermen
who are compliant with the DMR’s purple marking implemented in September
2020.
Sliver (whale line to 3-mile line). Gear fished in Maine’s non-exempt state
waters will adhere to the same requirements for weak points as gear fished in
Maine’s exempt state waters. Gear marking is also the same, with the exception
that the 6” green mark is no longer required at the top. Gear set in Zones A, B,
F and G must fish a minimum of 3 traps per trawl while Zones C, D, E can continue to fish pairs.
Federal waters. Gear fished in federal waters must be rigged with a minimum
number of traps per trawl and include weak insertions in all buoy lines. This
requirement varies by lobster zone and distance from shore. Federal waters
lobstermen must also adhere to an expanded gear marking requirement which
replaces the 6” green mark at the top of the line with 4 one-foot green marks to

be located within 6” of each purple mark.
Pocket Waters. Under the federal whale rules, Maine’s pocket waters are treated as state waters. Lobster gear fished in Maine’s pocket waters should adhere
to the trawling up, weak point and gear marking measures required for Maine’s
non-exempt (sliver) state waters for each lobster zone.
Portion of Zone G exempt waters that are outside the state waters line. The
portion of Zone G’s exempt waters that fall outside state waters (roughly from
Cape Porpoise Whistler to Murray Rock off York) are exempt from trawling up
measures. However, gear fished in this area must comply with gear marking
and weak point measures as required for federal waters.

What are the new trawling up requirements?
In Maine’s exempt waters, there are no trawling up requirements.
In the sliver (non-exempt state waters), there are no changes to the trawling up requirements for Zones C, D and E, which can continue to fish pairs.
The minimum traps per trawl for gear fished in the sliver in Zones A (east and
west), B, F and G is 3 traps per trawl.
From 3 to 6 miles, Zones B must fish a minimum of 5 traps per trawl with one
endline; Zones C, D, E, F and G must fish a minimum of 10 traps per trawl with
2 endlines (or 5’s with one endline); Zone A east must fish a minimum 20 traps
per trawl with 2 endlines (or 10’s with one endline); and Zone A west must fish
a minimum of 8 traps per trawl with 2 endlines (or 4’s with one endline).
From 6 to 12 miles, Zones B, D, E and F must fish a minimum of 10 traps per
trawl with one endline (or 5’s with one endline); Zones A east, C and G must
fish a minimum 20 traps per trawl with 2 endlines (or 10’s with one endline);
and Zone A west must fish a minimum of 15 traps per trawl with 2 endlines (or
8’s with one endline).
Beyond 12 miles, all gear must be fished with a minimum of 25 traps per trawl.

What are the new weak point requirements?
All lobster buoy lines fished in Maine’s state and federal waters are required to
include 1,700-pound weak points or weak rope insertions that contrast with
the color of the buoy line.
In state waters, all buoy lines must be rigged with one weak insertion halfway
down the line.
In the federal waters of Zone A east, Zone G, and all lobster zones outside
of 12 miles, all buoy lines must be rigged with one weak insertion one-third of
the way down the line.
In the federal waters of Zone A west, B, C, D, E and F from 3 to 12 miles, all
buoy lines must be rigged with two weak insertions located one-quarter and
halfway down the line.
Alternatively, approved rope that breaks at 1,700 pounds can be fished for the
portion of line above the lowest weak point. For example, if a weak insert is
required one-third of the way down the line, 1,700-pound weak rope can be
fished on the top one-third of the buoy line.

What options do I have to weaken my buoy line?
NMFS is still in the process of finalizing its list of approved options to weaken buoy
lines. To date, NMFS has approved an “in-line weak link,” which is a small plastic
breakaway that can be tucked into the line and runs through the hauler. NMFS
has also approved two manufactured 1,700-pound ropes made by Rock Mount
Cordage (www.rmcord.com) and the “south shore sleeve” manufactured by Nova
Braid (www.novabraid.com). NMFS also lists the lazy or 4-tuck splice, the cut splice
with 3 tucks, the end or butt splice, and the eye loop splice on its website.
NMFS has not yet determined if 5/16” rope will be approved for use as weak
rope. It is still reviewing the list of knots (sheet bend with loop or eye splice and
lazy splice) tested by Maine DMR. NMFS expects to make a decision on these
in November.
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Check the NMFS website to see the latest list of approved weak inserts at www.
fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/marine-mammal-protection/approved-weak-inserts-atlantic-large-whale-take#in-line-link,-also-called-endlineor-buoy-line-breakaway.

I still have questions about weak inserts. Who can I call?
If you have questions about approved methods to weaken buoy lines, contact
a NMFS gear specialist: John Higgins, 207-610-3282 or john.higgins@noaa.gov;
Rob Martin, 617-710-6322 or robert.martin@noaa.gov

Where can lobstermen move gear with buoy lines?
Lobstermen who hold only an Area 1 federal permit must fish that gear in Area
1. Gear displaced from the LMA1 closure cannot be shifted offshore into Area 3.
Maine regulations require that lobstermen fish only a maximum of 49% of their
traps in another zone. A second zone tag must be affixed to traps when fishing
those traps in a zone other than the declared lobster zone.

Can I set my traps in the closure without buoy lines?

Do I still need my
600-pound break away below the buoy?

NMFS will allow “ropeless” gear to be fished in that area, but only if your proposed fishing method meets specific requirements and you successfully apply
for and obtain an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) from NMFS. You must also
obtain a special permit from Maine DMR.

No, the 600-pound breakaway is no longer required.
However, you can continue to
fish with it if you choose.

Ropeless fishing refers to fixed gear fishing without the use of persistent buoy
lines to mark and retrieve gear. It can include the use of timed or remotely controlled technology to release floating devices or stored buoy lines to retrieve
trawls.

What are the new gear
marking requirements?

What requirements do I have to meet to apply to NMFS to fish ropeless
gear in LMA1?

State waters (exempt and
non-exempt): The gear marking requirement adopted by
NMFS approved an ‘in-line weak link’.
Maine in September 2020
Prototypes are being manufactured by
requiring 3 purple marks remains in place. The marks are
Seaside in Warren, Maine.
a 36” purple mark within the
top two fathom of the line, a
12” mark midway and another at the bottom of the line.
In exempt waters, the exception allows buoy lines shorter than 100 feet in
length to be marked with 2 purple marks.
In the sliver (non-exempt waters), this relaxes the gear marking requirements
for buoy lines from 4 purple marks to 3 purple marks, and no longer requires
the additional green mark at the top of the line. However, it is anticipated that
buoy lines that are shorter than 100 feet will be required to have 3 purple marks.
In federal waters, buoy lines must be marked with four purple marks to include a 36” mark within two fathoms of the buoy, and one 12” mark located at
the top of the buoy line below the surface system, in the middle of the line and
at the bottom of the line. In addition, buoy lines must also have four 12” green
marks, each located within 6” of a purple mark.

What is the LMA 1 Seasonal Restricted Area?
The LMA 1 Seasonal Restricted Area is a 967-square-mile closure in the Gulf
of Maine from October through the end of January. All lobster gear must be
removed from the area by October 18, 2021. Gear cannot be reset in the area
until February 1, 2022. As a seasonal restricted area, it is closed to fishing lobster gear that uses traditional buoy lines. Lobstermen who wish to fish ropeless gear that meets criteria set by NMFS may apply for an Exempted Fishing
Permit during the closure months. Lobstermen must also obtain a special permit from Maine Department of Marine Resources to set gear in this area.

Where is the LMA 1 Restricted Area?
The Restricted Area is in offshore LMA 1, spanning lobster zones C, D, and E,
running along the Area 1/3 line. It is roughly 97 miles long by 10 miles deep
with the following boundaries:

-69° 36.77’ W/43° 06.00’ N
-68° 21.60’ W/43° 44.00’ N
-68° 17.27’ W/43° 32.68’ N
-69° 32.16’ W/42° 53.52’ N

NMFS will require any lobstermen who wants to fish ropeless gear within the
LMA 1 Restricted Area to obtain an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP). NMFS has
established several criteria which must be met to be eligible for an EFP:
•

Use only acoustic release systems. Using these systems, fishermen must be
close to the gear in order for the signal to be received and the line released,
which minimizes the time the line spends in the water column unsupervised.

•

Use technology that has been tested elsewhere under comparable environmental conditions.

•

Have previous experience using these new technologies.

•

Coordinate with other EFP holders and the mobile gear fleet to minimize
gear conflicts.

•

May be subject to additional reporting or monitoring requirements for enforcement purposes

NMFS anticipates that through 2025, ropeless fishing in seasonal restricted
areas is likely to be done primarily by collaborators borrowing ropeless gear
from NMFS. NMFS expects to have up to 33 vessels fishing ten ropeless trawls
by 2025. This would include 300 ropeless units and enough deck controllers
for about 30 vessels, as well as technology to support adjacent mobile fishing
vessels.
Lobstermen interested in applying for an EFP should contact the Greater Atlantic
Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO) at (978) 281-9315 or email nmfs.gar.researchpermit@noaa.gov. The state of Maine also has regulations that require a lobsterman to obtain a special permit from the state to fish gear without buoy lines.

How many Maine lobstermen will be impacted by this closure?
NMFS estimated that 62 lobstermen will be displaced as a result of the LMA 1
closure, and an additional 62 lobstermen will be impacted when displaced vessels relocate their gear. NMFS estimated the economic impact of this closure to
range from $563,000 to $1.2 million.

What conservation measures are required for other states and LMA 3
under the final rule?
While measures vary by state and area, all northeast lobstermen are required
to adopt measures to reduce rope in the water through trawling up, adding
weak points to buoy lines and adopting expanded and unique gear marking.
See summary table on page 8 for breakdown of measures by area.
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MAINE’S NEXT GENERATION OF LOBSTERMEN BRACE FOR
UNPRECEDENTED CHANGE
by Shannon Mullen
Originally published by NPR. Reprinted with permission.
Third-generation lobsterman Nick Prior was in eighth grade when he started
working as a sternman on Aquarius, the lobster boat his grandfather built.
They still fish together out of Bremen in midcoast Maine. But now, Nick, who
is in his last year of high school, is at the helm while Verge Prior, age 77, stuffs
the bait bags and bands the claws of their catch. Between hauling traps, Verge
quips that he plans to catch lobster until the end of his life. “Some days I feel it’s
going to be tomorrow, other days it seems longer.”

Lobstermen are being encouraged to go “ropeless”
On a boat near Kennebunkport, Maine, in late July, lobsterman Chris Welch
demonstrated new ropeless gear made by a Massachusetts company. It costs
about $4,000 per trap, several times more than a traditional lobster trap, which
is usually $80-180. Instead of vertical fishing line that hangs between a buoy
on the surface and a lobster trap below, it stores rope on the ocean floor that’s
deployed on demand using GPS and acoustic signals.
“So far it is retrievable,” Welch says. “But the challenge of the Maine fishery is
there’s 5,000 lobstermen and we all fish amongst each other and attempt not
to fish on top of each other. With these units unless you’re staring at your electronics all day or your iPad, there’s no way of knowing where the next guy is.”
The 33-year-old is against going ropeless and thinks the gear is a long way from
being practical or affordable for most lobstermen. “I foresee it becoming a big
boat fishery,” he says. “I think it’s going to be challenging for new or younger
guys or youth even to get into the industry because you’re going to have to have
such major money for start-up costs.”
Federal fisheries managers hope more lobstermen will try ropeless gear and help
improve it, with provisions in the new rule designed to accelerate research and
development. “They have a really successful way of fishing and we are challenging that with something that is unknown — they call it Star Wars technology,”
says biologist Colleen Coogan, who leads a NOAA team charged with reducing
whale entanglements. “So far the measures they’ve had to do [have] not put them
out of business. And from our assessment of these measures, it’s not going to put
them out of business either, as long as the lobster stock remains strong as well.”
There’s more than enough lobster now, but not forever

Verge Prior wants the fishery to remain strong for his grandson Nick.
S. Mullen photo.
His grandson wants to carry on the family tradition but thinks the future of
lobstering is too uncertain to plan his life around. “There’s no place I’d rather be
during summers, fall and spring” than on a lobster boat, 17-year-old Prior says.
But he’s also interested in history and hopes to play baseball in college. “Long
term I just don’t see [lobstering] sustaining me, you know, to have the things I
want and need in life.”
Prior is one of just over a thousand Maine lobstermen who fish with student
licenses while they’re in high school or college and working toward a commercial license. State data show their numbers are down about 10% from a peak
four years ago, after rising for almost a decade. “There’s a lot of kids I know that
go now that will not be doing it in even two, three years,” Prior says.
Maine does not track how many lobstermen of any age are diversifying into
other fisheries or the fast-growing field of aquaculture, even as those in the
next generation face unprecedented uncertainty from forces within and outside the fishery. For one, the cost and effort of complying with evolving regulations aimed at protecting the lobster population and other species.

The choice of whether or not to keep fishing is
new for some Maine lobstermen. Many say it’s
getting harder to make.
A new rule to protect whales means more costs for lobstermen
The latest federal rule, announced on Aug. 31 by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), is part of a plan to stop endangered
North Atlantic right whales from getting caught in fishing gear by 2030.
The agency estimates that the population’s decline has accelerated in recent
years, with 368 right whales remaining. NOAA has documented 34 right whale
deaths since 2017, with at least nine of those mortalities confirmed to have
been caused by entanglements in fishing gear, including gear used by commercial gillnet or lobster and crab fisheries on the East Coast.
NOAA’s new rule requires lobstermen to use gear with state-specific markings
that can be traced if a whale gets caught, among other modifications such as
weak points in fishing lines that allow entangled whales to break free. The rule
will also allow lobstermen to use so-called ropeless gear — a costly and controversial new technology that’s still in the early stages of development — in
fishing areas that will be closed in certain seasons.
“The beauty of the lobster industry is that there’s been a place for everybody,” says Patrice McCarron, executive director of the Maine Lobstermen’s
Association. “We’re at risk of putting too many barriers in that are really going
to create winners and losers, so it’s scary.”
McCarron says fishermen want to do their part to protect whales, but she says
no Maine lobster gear has ever been confirmed to have caused the serious injury or death of a right whale. A NOAA spokesperson counters that its scientists
are unable to determine the source of most entanglements and nearly half of
mortalities go unobserved.

The lobster population in the Gulf of Maine has spiked since the late 1980s, according to stock assessments by interstate regulators. The amount of lobster
caught and sold in Maine per year has also been on an overall upward trend since
then, reaching 132 million pounds in 2016 before falling in the last few years
to 96 million in 2020, according to the state’s Department of Marine Resources.
However, research shows the Gulf of Maine is warming faster than most of the
world’s oceans and its lobster population will eventually decline.
“Where we are is probably not a natural or perpetual state of things,” says Carla
Guenther, chief scientist for the nonprofit Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries.
Guenther points to other still-emerging changes facing the industry, such as a
floating offshore wind farm proposed for key fishing grounds, which she sees
as a more imminent threat to the industry’s viability. “Outside the abundance
of lobster we have created a whole socioeconomic dependence, even a political
framework, around the existence of lobster and how much it means and how
much it brings to these communities,” she says.
Guenther is part of a research team at the University of Maine that’s working to
measure resilience in the fishery and the communities that depend on it. One study
from a Maine nonprofit found that Maine’s lobster industry contributes $1 billion
to the state’s economy each year and supports some 6,000 jobs on the water and
4,000 on land. Research on the industry’s vulnerability to change is scarce, however.
Maine lobstermen are disproportionately older and male
About two-thirds of the more than 4,500 Maine lobstermen with commercial licenses are age 40 or older — an imbalance many call a “graying of the
fleet” — and only a small fraction
are women, including Meredith
Oliver, who is 28 and fishes out of
Stonington. Oliver was just 15 years
old when she inherited her 36-foot
lobster boat from her late grandfather after telling him she wanted to
fish for life.
“It’s something that I’ve always
wanted to do — I just feel so at
home on the water,” Oliver says,
adding that she has not diversified her skills and does not have
another source of income besides
a winter job cutting wood. Oliver’s
business plan is to keep herself
debt-free and keep fishing, even
if the way she catches lobster has
to change. “I leave it in the Lord’s
hands, he’s got my back.”

Meredith Oliver plans to fish
forever, if the lobster fishery
remains strong. S. Mullen photo.

The choice of whether or not to keep fishing is new for some Maine lobstermen. Many say it’s getting harder to make. But they’ve worked for generations
to protect the species, and regulators agree that there’s still more than enough
lobster to catch — for now.
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Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 380-7976
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 271-7199
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 315-5977
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-7884
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Troy Plummer, Boothbay, 350-7280
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 653-6914
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth, 807-1048
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Patrice McCarron
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Maine Lobstermen’s
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Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) made history
on September 27, 2021 when it filed suit against the federal government in U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia over NMFS’s draconian whale plan. The MLA’s
lawsuit claims that NMFS’s 10-year whale plan and the
new final rule are not based on sound science, will not adequately protect whales but will decimate the Maine lobster fishery.
The MLA has worked tirelessly over the past two decades
to insist that the whale rules be based on the best available
science and to ensure that conservation measures would
actually benefit right whales without causing unnecessary
harm to the Maine lobster fishery. The MLA has worked in
good faith with stakeholders at all levels — serving on the
Take Reduction Team since
its inception in 1996, participating in numerous research
projects to develop and test
whale-safe gear, attending
hundreds of meetings, submitting letter after letter to
federal agencies, and meeting with officials in all levels
of government — only to find
our concerns have neither
been heard nor addressed.

last ten years, another fact you won’t hear from the agency
but also one that they won’t deny. The media now regularly
report these facts.
We know that the Maine lobster fishery has done a lot to
reduce risk to right whales. We also know that right whales
continue to shift even further away from where we fish, we
know that whales are dying in Canada and we know that
they are getting hit by ships. At the same time NMFS has
set a whale plan in motion that requires us to reduce our
risk to these whales by 98% or they will not permit the federal waters fishery. I guess we shouldn’t hold our breath
waiting for NMFS to mandate that the shipping industry
reduce its risk to the whales by 98%!
Kristan Porter hit the nail on the head when he said,
“NMFS is targeting Maine
lobstermen because it is easy.
We’re a bunch of small, owneroperated businesses. Taking
on Canada and the shipping
industry is hard… but if NMFS
really wants to save right
whales, they should be going
after the things we know are
actually killing them rather
than dismantling our fishery
piece by piece.”

With the publication of the
Well, we’ve got news for the
draft Biological Opinion in
federal government. Maine
January we learned of NMFS’s
lobstermen are no longer an
plan to wipe out the Maine
easy target. Thanks to the genThe MLA will not sit back and let the government
lobster fishery with a mandaterous support from so many
ed 98% risk reduction over ten
or environmental community decimate the
in the lobster industry, we are
years. It became crystal clear
lobster fishery. M. Young photo.
finally standing up and taking
that we had exhausted our opcontrol of our own destiny.
tions and would need to look
We will not sit back and allow
to the courts for relief. A whirlwind of a year began as we NMFS to pick and choose which science it uses to appease
quickly geared up to fight this plan and to do it right.
environmental groups while it hands us a 10-year ticking
The MLA prepared for the inevitable reality that our only
chance of saving the Maine lobster fishery would be to
sue NMFS. By February, the MLA had assembled, then
expanded a legal and policy team with expertise in fisheries, the Endangered Species Act and the Marine Mammal
Protection Act. The MLA also hired scientists to review the
new models developed by NMFS and dug deeper into the
data to try to make sense of the scientific basis for NMFS’s
rules.
I am truly proud of the lawsuit the MLA has filed against
NMFS. It is based on a deep understanding of the flaws in
NMFS’s science and of what is allowed under the law. The
MLA was able to do this because of our diligent research
and persistent efforts to push NMFS to be accountable for
its actions over the past five years. We’ve pressed the agency every step of the way to do right by the right whales and
by the lobster fishery.
We’ve also made sure that the media understand what
is actually happening. As a result, you do not hear NMFS
deny the fact that the Maine lobster fishery has never been
linked to a right whale death or serious injury or that the
last known right whale entanglement in Maine lobster gear
happened more than 17 years ago. The MLA’s research also
revealed that vessel strikes were responsible for more than
three-quarters of right whale deaths in the U.S. over the

time bomb that will eliminate our fishery.
The MLA is prepared. We have the experience, we have the
knowledge, and we have a skilled team in place. We have a
fighting chance.
Maine lobstermen have so much to be proud of — you have
created one of the most sustainable fisheries in the world.
We believe in conservation and stewardship, we believe in
independence, we believe in our heritage, and we hope and
pray that we can continue to pass on this way of life to our
children. We will not sit back and let the government or the
environmental community take this away from us. We will
do our part save right whales, but we will not be forced to
make changes that will dismantle our fishery while right
whales continue to suffer injury and death in the waters
around us.
This is just the first step in a long and difficult battle. I urge
you to keep in touch with your MLA board members and
to support the Legal Defense Fund. We are going head-tohead with the federal government and with the deep-pocketed environmental groups. We are all in this fight, to the
finish.
As always, stay safe on the water.

Protecting the industry one buoy at a time.
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SummaryofFinalWhaleRuleforNortheastLobsterFishery



Implementation
Date
Seasonal
RestrictedAreas
(closedtobuoy
lines)

Exempted
FishingPermit
GearMarking


StateColors
WeakLinkat
Buoy
1,700lbWeak
PointsinBuoy
Line**

Conservation
Equivalency


x May1,2022forconservationmeasures
x October18,2021forSeasonalRestrictedAreas.
MassachusettsRestrictedArea(3,071mi2area);closedFebruarytoApril
MassachusettsRestrictedAreaNorth(497mi2area);closedFebruarytoApril
x MassachusettsstateregulationsextendtheMRAclosureinstatewatersuntilMay16,withpossibleextensiontoMay31,ifwhalesremaininarea.
x Trap/potgearallowedwithoutbuoylines.ExemptedFishingPermit(EFP)mustbeobtainedfromNMFStofishgearthatdoesnotusetraditionalbuoylines.
SouthIslandRestrictedArea(5,468mi2area);closedFebruarytoApril
x MassiveclosurethesizeofConnecticutlocatedsouthofNantucketIsland
x Trap/potgearallowedwithoutbuoylines.ExemptedFishingPermit(EFP)mustbeobtainedfromNMFStofishgearthatdoesnotusetraditionalbuoylines.
LMA1RestrictedArea(967mi2area);closedOctobertoJanuary
x RunsthelengthofZonesC,D,andE,outtoA1/A3lineandinshore10miles.
x Trap/potgearallowedwithoutbuoylines.ExemptedFishingPermit(EFP)mustbeobtainedfromNMFStofishgearthatdoesnotusetraditionalbuoylines.
x AnExemptedFishingPermitmustbeobtainedtosetropelessgearinaSeasonalRestrictedAreaClosure.
x FMIvisitwww.fisheries.noaa.govorcallGARFOoffice978Ͳ281Ͳ9315oremail:nmfs.gar.researchpermit@noaa.gov
FederalWaters(statespecificcolorplusgreen)
StateWaters(statespecificcolor)
x One36”statecoloredmarkwithin2fathomsofthebuoy.
x Colormustbepermanentlymarkedonoralongtherope
x One12”statecoloredmarkattopofbuoylinebelowsurfacesystem
x Colormustbeclearlyvisiblewhenhauled
x One12”statecoloredmarkinthemiddleofthebuoyline
x One36”statecoloredmarkwithin2fathomsofthebuoy.
x One12”statecoloredmarkatbottomofbuoyline
x One12”statecoloredmarkintop½ofbuoyline
x One12”statecoloredmarkinbottom½ofbuoyline
x Four12”greenmarksmustbeplacedwithin6”ofeachpurplemark
x InMassachusetts,nolengthoflinelongerthan60’withoutastatemarkisallowed.
Maine=purple; NewHampshire=yellow; Massachusetts=red; RhodeIsland=silvery/gray; Area3=black
x 600poundweaklink(1,500lbforArea3)atsurfacesystemisnowoptional.
x Seetablebelowfornumberandlocationofrequiredweakpoints
x NMFSapprovedmethods:manufactured“inͲlinelink”or“buoylinebreakaway”inacontrastingcolor;Southshoresleeve(Novabraid),lazyor4Ͳtucksplice,cutsplicewith3tucks,endor
buttsplice,eyeloopsplice,aminimum3footsectionofmanufacturedweakropenothinnerthan5/16”inacontrastingcolorsplicedintobuoyline.
x Weaklineandweakinsertsmustbreakcleanlyleavingbehindthebitterendoftheline
x NMFSisstillreviewingthesafetyofapprovingcertainknotsasweakpoints.
x AdditionalmaterialsordevicesmaybeapprovedinwritingbytheGARFORegionalAdministrator.
x FMI,contactNMFSgearspecialist.JohnHiggins,207Ͳ610Ͳ3282orjohn.higgins@noaa.gov.RobMartin,617Ͳ710Ͳ6322orrobert.martin@noaa.gov
x MostofMaine’sconservationequivalencyproposalisincluded;changestoZonesC,DandEproposalsoutside12miles
x Thereisnoprovisiontoapprovefutureconservationequivalencieswithoutformalrulemaking



MinimumTrawlLength*andWeakPoint**Requirements


Maine
Distance
fromshore

Conservation
Measure

Statewaters

Trawlingup

ZoneA
East
3’s(sliver)

3to6miles

6to12miles

WeakPoints
Trawlingup
WeakPoints

Trawlingup
WeakPoints

12+miles

Trawlingup

10’s/20’s

ZoneA
West

ZoneD
ZoneE

2@¼&½waydown
Ortop½ofbuoylineweakrope
8’s/15’s

1@1/3way
down
25’s

ZoneC


ZoneG


New
Hampshire

statusquo(exemptwaters)
statusquo
3’s(sliver& 3’s(sliver) 2’s(sliver) 2’s(sliver& 3’s(sliver)
pocketwaters)
pocketwaters)
1@½waydownortop½oflineisweakrope
4’s/8’s
5’s/10’s
5’s/10’s
5’s/10’s
5’s/10’s
10’s

1@1/3way
down
10’s/20’s

ZoneB
ZoneF

5’s/10’s

10’s/20’s

1@1/3
waydown

5’s/10’s

2@¼&½waydown
Ortop½ofbuoylineweakrope
25’s

25’s

25’s

10’s/20’s
1@1/3
waydown

25’s

WeakPoints
1@1/3waydown

25’s

Mass

Mass
Outer
Cape

statusquo

statusquo

Rhode
Island
(Area2)

Area3
Area3
Nof50Fon Sof50Fon
southend southend
Georges
Georges
Bank
Bank
statusquo
N/A
N/A

1every60’fortop75%ofbuoyline
10’s
15’s
10’s
1every60’
2@¼&½waydown
intop75%
Ortop½ofbuoylineweakrope
ofline
15’
15’s
15’s
10’s
2@¼&½waydown
Ortop½ofbuoylineweakrope

25’s

25’s

20’s

1every60’
intop75%
ofline
15’s
1every60’
intop75%
ofline

Area3
Georges
Basin
Restricted
Area
N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

45’s

35’s

50’s

1buoylineweakfortop75%ofline

*Wheretwotrawlingupoptionsarelisted,thefirst(lowernumber)islimitedtooneendline,thesecond(highernumber)mayhavetwoendlines
**Learnmoreaboutweakpointriggingmethodsat:https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/newͲenglandͲmidͲatlantic/marineͲmammalͲprotection/approvedͲweakͲinsertsͲatlanticͲlargeͲwhaleͲtake#inͲlineͲlink,ͲalsoͲ
calledͲendlineͲorͲbuoyͲlineͲbreakaway

MLA SUES NMFS OVER FLAWED WHALE RULES
The MLA filed a lawsuit on September 27 challenging the federal government’s
fundamentally flawed 10-year whale protection plan that will all but eliminate
the Maine lobster fishery yet still fail to save endangered right whales. The
MLA’s complaint asserts that NMFS’s new Biological Opinion, released in May,
is unlawful because NMFS failed to rely on the best scientific information. The
federal plan also fails to account for the positive impact of conservation measures already adopted by the Maine lobster fishery and for the other potential
hazards faced by whales, including Canadian fishing gear, ship strikes and climate change.
STATE INTERVENES IN BOASBERG CASE IN DC DISTRICT COURT
Governor Mills announced that Judge Boasberg granted her Administration’s
motion to intervene in the pending litigation Center for Biological Diversity v.
Ross in the U.S. District Court in the D.C. Circuit.
“Intervening in this case is a critically important step in the state’s efforts to
support Maine’s vital lobster industry,” said Governor Mills. “A court decision
in the plaintiff ’s favor could close Maine’s lobster fishery altogether – a completely unacceptable outcome that would be devastating to our lobstermen
and their families and devastating to our coastal communities and our economy. We will fight tooth and nail to prevent that from happening.”

This lawsuit was filed by several environmental groups in 2018 challenging the
federal government’s authority to permit the lobster fishery. The lawsuit was
amended in early September and now contests the federal government’s recently published 10-year whale plan and the new final rule to protect North
Atlantic right whales as being inadequate. The Maine Lobstermen’s Association
intervened in this case shortly after it was filed in 2018. The Maine Lobstering
Union intervened in the case in 2020.
GOVERNOR MILLS REQUESTS DELAY IN IMPLEMENTING WHALE
RULES
In a letter to Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo in late September,
Governor Mills urged swift action by NOAA Fisheries to reduce the unnecessary economic harm to Maine fishermen that the recently announced Federal
whale protection rule will cause.
“I don’t believe this rule, as written, should take effect at all, and, at the very
least, I urge you to direct NOAA Fisheries to delay the rule’s implementation of
gear marking and gear modifications (including both trawling up and insertion
of weak points) to July 1, 2022,” wrote Governor Mills.
Governor Mills highlighted that the gear marking requirements are “alarmingly different than what was in the proposed rule.” Maine implemented a statespecific gear marking regulation in 2020 that provided flexibility to fishermen
who move gear from offshore to inshore waters. After communicating with
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NOAA, Maine anticipated it would be reflected in the final rule. Instead, the
final rule will require many fishermen to “purchase a second set of endlines,”
wrote Governor Mills. She pointed out that the cost to fishermen for a second
set of endlines is estimated to be over $9 million. The expected loss from the
implementation date, which was established without input from industry, is
between $15 million and $25 million.
CONGRESSMEN MEET WITH MAINE LOBSTER ORGANIZATIONS
Members of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association and Maine Lobstering Union
met with Congressman Jared Golden, his colleague Congressman Van Taylor of
Texas, and state Rep. Billy Bob Faulkingham to discuss the impacts of NMFS’s
10-year whale plan and the new final rule. Lobsterman Jim Hanscom hosted
the group aboard his vessel.

LOBSTER FISHERY CATEGORY QUESTIONED IN NMFS LIST OF
FISHERIES
In September the Maine Lobstermen’s Association and Department of Marine
Resources each sent letters to NMFS requesting that the Maine state waters
lobster fishery be recategorized as a Category II fishery under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act. The MLA and DMR both argued that NMFS should
recategorize the Maine state waters lobster fishery because the fishery 1) has
never had a documented mortality or serious injury in Maine lobster gear, 2) is
currently being “treated as a unit” for purposes of conservation and management by the State of Maine, 3) will differentiate itself from other trap/pot fisheries through gear modifications by the 2022 fishing season and monitor right
whale presence in state waters, 4) has unique geographic characteristics that
significantly reduce the likelihood of impact to the North Atlantic right whale,
and 5) presents a significantly lower risk profile to right whales as a result of
the whales’ changed distribution patterns.
MAINE’S CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND GOVERNOR MILLS
OPPOSE WHALE RULE

Rep. Golden (second from right) and Rep. Faulkingham (right)
examine gear modifications to protect right whales. MLA photo.

NGO'S SAY WHALE PLAN DOES NOT GO FAR ENOUGH
In the ongoing court case before Judge Boasberg in DC District court, the environmental groups that brought suit against NMFS have filed an update to their
complaint. While the court ruled that the 2014 Biological Opinion was unlawful,
it gave NMFS until May 2021 to publish a new version and amended whale rule.
The environmental groups now claim that both the new Biop and final whale rule
are unlawful, that the Biop should cover both federal and state waters, and the
Biop’s 10-year framework does not provide timely protection for right whales.
They have asked the court to enjoin NMFS’s authorization of the lobster fishery
to prevent irreparable harm to right whales. These claims are being made by
the Center for Biological Diversity, Defenders of Wildlife and Conservation Law
Foundation. The Humane Society has dropped out of the case.
MAINE LEGISLATURE ASKS PRESIDENT BIDEN FOR RELIEF FROM
WHALE RULES
In early September a bipartisan group of 151 state lawmakers signed a letter to
President Biden asking him to immediately rescind new whale regulations. The
letter asks, “For the sake of our fishermen and women, our coastal communities, and our great state, we request that you take the steps necessary for your
Administration to immediately rescind the closure area in LMA1, and to order
all applicable agencies to re-engage with the State of Maine and our agencies and
stakeholders to find a path forward that both protects the endangered right whale
but also follows the facts and best known science in dealing with our fisheries.”
MAINE DMR HIRES OUTSIDE COUNSEL TO FIGHT WHALE PLAN

In response to NMFS’s release of the final whale rule in August, Governor Mills
joined U.S. Senators Susan Collins and Angus King and U.S. Representatives
Chellie Pingree and Jared Golden in opposing the rule. “We agree that we must
protect the fragile right whale population, but we must do so without endangering human lives or livelihoods. It is unacceptable that Maine lobstermen and
women continue to be the primary target of burdensome regulations despite
the multiple effective mitigation measures they have taken and the data showing that ship strikes and Canadian snow crab gear pose substantially greater
risks to right whales,” said Maine’s Congressional delegation and Governor
Mills. “We will continue to work with our partners in the lobster industry to
support this vital part of Maine’s economy and heritage.”
The Delegation urged Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo to oppose lastminute changes to the final whale rule that would significantly harm the livelihoods of communities that depend on fishing and lobstering without meaningfully protecting whales.

Many thanks to thesHÀQHEXVLQHVVHV
WKH0/$·V.HHSHUPHPEHUV
Accutech Marine
Propellor

Infab Refractories Inc.

New England Propeller

Inland Seafood

Northeast Marine Survey

Alliance Rubber

Interstate Lobster Co.
Back River Tax Accounting Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts
Bar Harbor Bank &
Trust
Island Fishermen’s

Novatec Braids LTD

Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Wives

Port Lobster Co.

Beals Lobster Pier

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Bowdoin College
Dining Services

Lobster Trap Co.

Chapman & Chapman

M&B Fish Co.

Pack Edge
Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Cooperative
RE Thomas Marine
Hardware

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc. Riverdale Mills
Rope Razor

Chase Leavitt

Maine Center for
Coastal Documentation II Coastal Fisheries

Superior Marine
Products

Conary Cove Lobster Co. Maine Financial Group

Tenants Harbor
Fishermen’s Cooperative

With the approval of the Office of Attorney General, the Mills Administration
has contracted with the law firm Nossaman, LLP to represent the State of Maine
as an intervenor in the lawsuit. Nossaman attorneys, including Linda Larson
who is representing the state of Maine, have extensive experience litigating
Endangered Species Act issues related to commercial fishing. The Governor is
supporting the effort by funding the use of specialized outside counsel through
the Governor’s Contingent Account.

Downeast Boat Co.

“We worked closely with industry to develop approaches that would minimize
the hardship to fishermen, and through that effort, informed the rulemaking
process, but the battle for this industry is also being waged on multiple fronts,”
said Commissioner of Marine Resources Patrick Keliher. “We are committed
to making sure we have the legal expertise and resources necessary to capably
represent the interests of Maine’s lobster industry in this pivotal court fight
[CBD vs Ross].”

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance

Finestkind Scenic
Cruises

Maine Ocean Lobster

Twin City Financial
Group

Maine Sea Grant

Varney Insurance Inc.

First National Bank
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.

Marine Hydraulic
Engineering Co. Inc.

Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Georgetown Fishermen’s Cooperative

0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH
Survival Training

:LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV

Farrin’s Boatshop

Gulf of Maine Lobster
Foundation

Winter Harbor
Midcoast Marine Supply Fishermen’s Cooperative
New England Marine & Worcesters Lobster Bait

Guy Cotten, Inc.

Industrial Inc.
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Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine
If yoX·UHVHOOLQJVKHOOÀVKOREVWHUVFUDEVVRIWVKHOOFODPVSHULZLQNOHVVFDOORSVHWF
\RXPD\ZDQWWRJLYHXVDFDOO
WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!
There’s always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!
Buying product from dealers, wharfs, ﬁshermen and harvesters.
AC Inc.

Beals, ME 04611

207-497-2261








“a dollar a day”




.”
Patrice McCarron, Execuve Director
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Giftss $10,000
0$49,999
Mass. Lobstermen's Assoc.
John C Ready III
Brendan Ready

Giftss $5,000
0 - $9,999
Colby & Gale
Downeast Lobstermen’s
Assn.
Ian Lussier
Maine Aquaculture Assn.

Giftss $1,000
0 - $4,999
W. Kennedy Boone III
Jerome Briggs
Dustin Delano
Jim Dow
Elizabeth Fenwick
Bruce Fernald
Michael Flanigan
Ed Foye
Ryan Haskell
Nicholas Hawke
Shawn Howard
Samuel Hyler
Chip Johnson
Nathan Jones
Kittery Point Yacht Yard
Jack Merrill III
Josh Polk
Matt Poole
Mark Sewell
Craig Sproul
David Thomas
Michael Tripp
Lee Watkinson
York Lobstermen’s Assoc.

Giftss $500
0 - $999
Joshua Ames
Sonny Beal
Mark Bradstreet
Dwight Carver
Mark Cheney
John Chipman
David Cousens
Cranberry Island Lobster
Co.
Eric Emmons
Peter Flanigan
Donald Foye
Frank Gotwals
Andrew Hawke
Erick Harjula
Hews Company LLC
Todd Hubbard
Bobby Ingalls
David Johnson
Donald Jones
Mark Jones
Stuart Jones
Jennifer Kelley
Kristofer Koerber
Craig Lazaro
Jeff Libby
Travis Lunt

$500
0 - $999
9 cont’d

$100
0 - $299
9 Cont’d

$100
0 - $299
9 Cont’d

$500
0 - $999
9 cont’d

Midcoast Marine Supply (T
-shirt sales)
Dan Morris
Phillip Morris
William Most
Christopher Nunan
Cody Nunan
Robert O’Hara Jr
Nicholas Page
Old School Pig Hide
Alton Pinkham
Jeffrey Putnam
Bill & Julie Putnam
Edward & Linda Robbins
Sam Rosen
Matt Samuels
Keith & Kathryn Simmons
Kathryn Slocum
Nathaniel Snow
David Sullivan
Charles Tarbox
David Thurlow
Courtland Tolman
Jim Tripp
Ronald Watkinson
Ronald Weeks
Thomas Werner
Jeff White
Eben Wilson
Leonard Young
Jason Zanke

Ellen Becht
John Benning
Thomas Bennett
Brian Billings
Cindy Boyt
Susan Boyt
Hugh Bowen
Russell Bray
Eric Brazer
Ernie Burgess
Norman Burns
Stephen Burns
Steven Burns
Greg Byrer
John Clinton
Patrick Clough
Coastal Builders
Clinton Collamore
Jason Colby
Eric Davis
Howard Dentremont Jr.
Charles Dillon
Benjamin Doliber
Joseph Donnelly
Patricia Doherty
Forrest Dow
George Dow
Jordan Drouin
Martha Dudman
Leonard Eugley
William Faulkingham
Rick Feld
Michael Floyd
Harland Flynn
Spencer Gamage
Sandra Gates
Kevin Glover
Jeffrey T Grey
Greg Griffin
John Griffin
Greg Havener
Bruce Heanssler
Jim Henderson
Michael Hutchings
Island Fishermen’s Wives
Assn.(sale of stickers)
Bruce Johnson
Dana Johnson
Roger Kellett
Jackson Sam Kinney
Dana Knudsen
Kyle Koerber
Keith Lane
Edwin Lawson
Gene Lazaro
Kenneth Lemont
Gary Libby
Ryan Miller
Tommy Marr
Marianne Masters
Mike & Karen McConnell
Dana McIntire
Robert McIntire
Shane McIntire
James McMahan Jr
Robert McMahan

Chris Nelson
Richard Nelson
Randy Newcomb
Kyle Nichols
William Nichols
Chelsea Nunan
George Olsen
Phillip Page
Michael Parenteau
Justin Philbrook
Janet Pollack
Woodbury Post
Lawrence Pye
Douglas Rackliff
David & Dana Ranta
Steve Rosen
Joseph Salisbury
Michael Sargent
Irving Brett Schwab
Randall Shepard
Michael Sherman
Colby Simmons
Isaac Simmons
Ralph Slaven
Donna Spivey
Gary Steele
Carli Stewart
David Tarr
Courtland Tolman
Virginia Wadleigh
Ray Waite
Kachina Watt
Walter Willey IV
Richard Wilson
Barry Wood
Joseph Wood
Donald Wright
Chris Young

Michael McGlone
Mary Medina
Kathleen Menard
George Munson
Must Be Nice Lobster Co
Gordon Murray
Robert Oberlander
Roz & Dolly Pachter
Zoe Pellegrino
Evan Pinette
John Rohrer
Molly Samuels
Sadie Samuels
Miranda Shinn
Jim Smith
Michael & Patricia Weare
Kenneth Weed
Bradley West
Mark White
Caleb Wiesing
Amber Wotton - in honor of

Giftss $300
0 - $499
Jason Alley
E Vance Bunker
Robert Donnell
Alison Farrell
Herman Faulkingham
Donald Foye
Adam Gamage
Chad Gamage
Earl Hamilton III
Blaine Hutchinson
Donald Jones
Samuel Joy
Sonny McIntire
Steve Miller
Robert Morris
Lee Osgood
Zachary Piper
Bradford Scott
Todd & Kim Simmons
Ted Spurling
Charles Tarbox
Samantha Thompson
Chuck Williams

Giftss $100
0 - $299
A.M. Associates Inc (T-shirt
sales)
Rick Alley Jr.
Laurence Ames
William Ball
Barry Baudanza
Nancy Beal
Robert Beal

Giftss Underr $100
A. Ames/Walsh Family
Judith Baker
Erich Bohrmann
Theodore Boyce
Norman Brazer Jr.
Kara Breese
Foy Brown
Linda Burley
Orville Darling
Demaree DiBiase
Edgar Drew
Cara Dunn
Jon Emerson
Corey Engle
Debra Furman
Brian Green
Jeffrey Greiner
Andrea Hart
Allison Hepler
Stephen Hewitt
Lindsay Hocking-Hauser
Linda Hooper
C Hutchings/BHS Special
Svc Team
Michael Jennings
Angela Lanicelli

Friendship’s 2020 Xmas lights

Giftss In
n Memoriam
m
In Memory of Gilbert Collamore Sr
Clinton Collamore

In memory of Rick Knight Jr.
Eric Brazer
Michael Flanigan
David & Dana Ranata
Michael & Patricia Weare
In Memory of Albert Osgood Sr.
Lee Osgood
In Memory of Marc Bradley
Lee Osgood
In Memory of Rodney Dyer
Lee Osgood
In Memory of Greg Hoyt
Alyson Ames
Ellen Becht
BHS Special Service Team
Kara Breese
Cindy Boyt
Susan Boyt
Patricia Doherty
Linda Hooper
Rosalyn Pachter
The Walsh Family

The MLA is
grateful to everyone who
has given to the MLA
Legal Defense Fund. You
helped make our lawsuit
possible. We aree att thee
beginningg off a longg battlee
andd yourr supportt iss
critical.. To those who
have not yet donated:
pleasee doo itt now!! We have
an industry worth
ghting for.
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Support the
Lobstermen’s Relief Fund

NEED A LENDER

WHO UNDERSTANDS YOU ?

Farm Credit East specializes in providing loans and lines of credit
to Maine’s commercial ﬁshing industry. With long- and short-term ﬁnancing
options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice
for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of
every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch ofﬁce closest to you.

LOANS AND LEASES FOR:
BOATS • TRUCKS • REAL ESTATE • PERMITS
BAIT STORAGE FACILITIES • WHARVES • EQUIPMENT
HAUL OUT AND REPAIR • OPERATING LINES

The Lobstermen’s Relief Fund benefits distressed
families and children of commercial lobstermen
along the coast of Maine in times of need.

Donate

800.831.4230 | FARMCREDITEAST.COM

online at mlcalliance.org or by mail
MLCA Relief Fund, PO Box 315 Kennebunk ME 04043

www.mainelobstermen.org/shop/
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Protecting the
industry one buoy at a time:

Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

thanks to you
& your membership.

e who
n
o
y
r
e
v
e
to
Thank you
summer!
is
h
t
d
e
w
rene

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.
• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.

www.mainelobstermen.org
207-967-4555

Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES
Jonesboro, ME
(207) 434-5791

Portland, ME
(800) 244-8727

Thomaston, ME
(800) 426-4526

West Bath, ME
(855) 840-6027

Wakefield, RI
(401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,
Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering
throughout New England, we are closer to you than
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!
Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM
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New England Marine & Industrial
www.newenglandmarine.com

Lobster Bands
We carry:
Sheddar
Standard
Cold Water Shedder
Jumbo
Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire
- Inventory of trap wire in store
- Variety of sizes and colors available
- Some trap kits in stock
- Order any size trap kits you may need

Rain Gear:
Guy Cotton
Grundens
Helly Hansen
NEMI Rain Gear
200 Spaulding Tpke
Portsmouth, NH
603-436-2836

BUOYS:
Perone
Sea Alex
Polyform US
Polyform Norway

Boots:
Guy Cotton
Xtratuff
Muck Boots
Servus
Grundens
294 Ocean St
Brant Rock, MA
781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd
Stonington, ME
207-367-2692

Louisiana Bait Products, Inc.
Individually Quick Frozen (IQF) Pogie
Oily, salty, Gulf Menhaden has 5 times more oil than
Atlantic pogies*
*LSU Ag Center Test results

Buy factory direct
Stable supply and stable pricing
For more info call Shawn Switzer (337) 400-4121

www.getbait.com
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Premium Quality Marine Wire
Proudly Made in the USA
Since 1980

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

Contact us today to locate
a distributor in your area!

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

1.800.762.6374 • SALES@RIVERDALE.COM • WWW.RIVERDALE.COM

HAMILTON

FROZEN IN BOXES

FRESH

207.594.0405

FROZEN

207.542.1856

Heaters

Tarps

Antifreeze

Pumps

Boat Stands

Commercial
C
i l
Fishing

+
More!
More!

WHEREVER YOU GO IN MAINE
THERE’S A HAMILTON MARINE
NEARBY. HAMILTON IS STOCKED
AND READY TO HELP OUTFIT
YOU FOR EVERY SEASON.
WHETHER YOU ARE JUST VISIT
ING, OR CALL MAINE HOME,
HAMILTON HAS IT.

KITTERY
PORTLAND
ROCKLAND
SEARSPORT
SW HARBOR
JONESPORT
800-639-2715
hamiltonmarine.com
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting
Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118
Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

Gifts
Maine Camp Outﬁtters
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

Hotels
Aquaculture:Prepared Foods
Atlantic Sea Farms
25% off all online orders for MLA members.
See your discount directory for the code or call
207-807-9185

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 10% discount on all parts
and service. $250 additional discount on any
new vehicle after you make your best price
207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Electronic Equipment
Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Bellingham WA -- Discounts & Specials for
MLA members. Call for more info.
888-210-3117

Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)
Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

Lobster & Seafood
Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers
New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.

Cross Insurance Arena

Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org

Durabrite Lights
Garden City, NY -- Free Shipping for MLA
members 201-915-0555
Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Fishing, Marine & Industrial
Hamilton Marine
Jonesport, Kittery, Portland, Rockland,
Searsport, Southwest Harbor, ME -'LVFRXQWVDYDLODEOHWRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Show your MLA card to receive great discounts at these ﬁne businesses!
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
AUTOMOTIVE
Key Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram of
Newcastle
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner

SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top
ELECTRONICS
Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA
members only! Call for more info.

BAIT DEALERS
Atlantic Bug Bait
Wesley Graham
6 Hudson Blvd.
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-5955
atlanticbugbait@gmail
Visit us on Facebook
Bring It Inc.
PO Box 161
Jonesport, ME 04649
207-598-8818
bdurkee24@gmail.com
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101 207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Channel Bait
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfish.com
www.channelfish.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
Old School Pig Hide
31 Number Nine Rd.
Cutler, ME 04626 207-812-5211
oldschooltrcking2@gmail.com
$1 off per bucket for MLA members
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas
307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

DuraBrite Inc.
310 Ellington Ave. E
Garden City, NY 11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com
FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
Shannon Weber
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
Machias Savings Bank
4 Center St.
Machias, ME 04654
207-255-3347
www.machiassavings.com
Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240 207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington &
Farmingdale
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
Kittery: 439-1133
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen
Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com
FUEL
Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

GIFTS
Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683 800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel & promotional
product orders.
HYDRAULICS
Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.
Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.
INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS
Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com
INSURANCE
FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire
254 Main St
Calais, ME 04619
800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com
Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Kristin Page
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
kristinleepage@gmail.com
www.atlanticedgelobster.com
Fuel discount for MLA members
Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com

Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com
D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139
Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com
Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072
207-332-0304
ben.mckinney@lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com
Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876
RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com
Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com
Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net
MARINE ENGINES
Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com
Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757 508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones
15 Continental Dr
Exeter, NH 03801
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

M any thanks to our business supporters!

Power Product Systems
Joel Rumelhart
432 Warren Ave
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605 207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.
RESTAURANTS
Island Lobster Co.
20 Island Ave
Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com
TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
Stores in Portland, West Bath,
Jonesboro, and Wakefield, RI
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
Locations in Friendship and
Columbia Falls
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
9 Digital Dr.
Biddeford, ME 04005
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
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MAINE’S LOBSTER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM BUILT ON
LOCAL, STATE COLLABORATION
By Melissa Waterman
A long, indented coast. Small boats operating from small harbors. Sharp contrasts in tides, current, bottom features. The complex elements of the Maine
coast have created a complicated fishery, one whose management has evolved
over time into a surprisingly collegial system controlled by the Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) and by lobstermen themselves.
It wasn’t always so.
Back in the 1980s, lobstermen and resource managers were at odds. A computer model used by the New England Fishery Management Council, then the lead
management entity for the Maine lobster
fishery, was a strict one, based on analysis
of how many eggs per female lobster were
produced in a given year.
“Then they thought that lobsters were being
harvested too soon. The minimum size had
to be increased or the stock would crash,” recalled Bob Steneck, professor of oceanography, marine biology and marine policy at the
University of Maine. The model did not incorporate various elements, such as the sharp
drop in predatory codfish, warming waters,
or even the V-notching done by Maine lobstermen to protect female lobsters. “The data
came primarily from NMFS trawl data, which
didn’t include Maine waters,” Steneck continued. “Maine began the inshore trawl survey in
2000. In a single trawl they would take more
lobsters than in all the trawls NMFS had done
in the Gulf of Maine. The federal scientists
didn’t know what was going on.”

rather than management flowing top down from the federal government.
“At that time the lobster fishery was more concentrated on shore than offshore.
Lobstermen were the first to see the changes going on then,” Steneck said.
In the early 1990s, University of Maine fisheries science professor Yong Chen
analyzed the egg per recruitment model used developed by federal scientists
and found serious flaws in it. Eventually ASMFC discarded the model for an approach that draws on numerous data sources. Steneck’s lobster research also
helped prompt that shift.
“I was diving in Thread of Life study area (in South Bristol) studying limpets. I
saw a lot of young lobsters and I thought ‘how’s this possible given the fishing
pressure?’ I approached lobstermen at the
South Bristol Co-op and asked them if we
could remove their traps from the area and
see what happened. You should have heard
the laughter,” Steneck said.
But several members, including the late
Arnie Gamage, were curious as well. While
the study was underway, Gamage and other
lobstermen would pull up to Steneck’s boat
and ask about the work. “It was a joint project,” Steneck said.

Lobstermen chafed at resource managers
who contended at the time that the lobster
population was under threat and about
to crash when what they were seeing was
exactly the opposite. But bit by bit, the adversarial relationship between lobstermen
V-notching female lobsters was one of many actions taken by
and scientists changed. Steneck and other
lobstermen to conserve the population. MLA photo.
researchers reached out to lobstermen to
collaborate in studies in response to what
the
lobstermen
themselves
were
seeing.
The back-and-forth between the two
By the early 1990s the process of moving management authority for the
groups wasn’t always smooth but, over time, built a foundation of respect.
Maine lobster fishery from the Council to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC) had begun. The multi-state Commission set the management plans for fish stocks that transit state borders. As a primarily inshore
species, ASMFC would allow states to work together to manage the fishery,

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER
AND BAIT CO., INC.
70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine
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In 1996 the state Legislature passed a law that allowed certain aspects of DMR’s
regulatory authority over the state waters lobster fishery to move into the hands
of seven regional lobster zone councils. Those councils, whose members were
elected from smaller districts within each region, were given the power to set trap
limits, rules for entry into the fishery, and other measures. It was a dramatic declaration that the Maine lobster fishery was in fact a collection of many distinct
smaller fisheries conducted in ways that adapt to individual regions of the coast.
“It all comes back to the zone councils,” said Kathleen Reardon, DMR’s lobster
biologist. The local structure of the zone councils has allowed the management
process to be much more closely tied to the different areas of the coast, according to Reardon. “Management here is a lot more local than in other places, in
my opinion. The zone councils make recommendation to the Lobster Advisory
Council and to the Marine Resources Committee [in the legislature]. It’s hierarchical but it goes both ways. Maine’s management system has more opportunity to engage lobstermen earlier in the process,” she said.
Since the outbreak of the pandemic in 2020, the zone council system has been
put to the test. The ability to meet face-to-face has been constricted for much
of the time yet the zone councils continued to meet and debate contentious
issues with DMR staff via online meetings. It works, according to Reardon,
because council members take their duties to heart. “The councils represent
a network of people who are engaged and interested in the fishery. They are
elected to represent their fellow fishermen from that area. They feel a responsibility to learn about what’s happening and share that with their districts.”
In addition, the rapport between DMR’s growing staff of researchers and lobstermen continues to remain strong. Reardon began work at DMR in 2000 when
the agency was ramping up its lobster research capabilities. “A large number of
lobstermen have been involved in DMR’s surveys during my time. And now the
kids of some of those lobstermen are taking part. It’s pretty amazing. We rely on
these long-term relationships,” she said.
“DMR is populated by well-trained scientists who have a more holistic understanding of the lobster stocks. Our fishery management science is as good as
I could hope for,” Steneck noted. “In the last 30 years we’ve built confidence
between scientists and lobstermen.”

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com

V-notching lobsters is an example of the link between lobstermen and management. Placing a V-notch in the tail of a female lobster is a conservation action
long taken by lobstermen to ensure that females are not landed. “It has been a
huge benefit to the lobster population. Because of V-notching there is more brood
stock,” Reardon said. “It has greatly contributed to the resiliency of the fishery.”

Ask for Allen!

Both Steneck and Reardon are concerned about how the fishery will respond to
ongoing environmental changes sweeping through the Gulf of Maine. “Change
is going on in the Gulf and I don’t think we understand the magnitude of the
impact on the lobster population,” Reardon commented. “My biggest worry is
change, period.”
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MAINE BUSINESSES SUPPORT MAINE LOBSTERMEN THROUGH MLCA
By Melissa Waterman
The Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance’s (MLCA) mission is to foster
thriving coastal communities and preserve Maine’s lobstering heritage. Its programs serve to educate the public about the state’s lobstering history, support
scientific research to further the industry’s conservation ethic and stewardship of ocean resources, and to provide charity to distressed fishing families.
For several Maine companies who are contributing a portion of their profits
to the MLCA, the MLCA is a way to establish a closer, tangible connection to
Maine lobstermen, their families and communities.
Citizen Maine is an adult and children’s clothing, interior design and home
furnishings company based in Damariscotta. Founded by Danny Cain in 2016,
the company donates a portion of the
sales of its Lobstermen’s Collection to
the MLCA’s Lobstermen’s Relief Fund
each season. The Lobstermen’s Relief
Fund is a program designed to help
lobstermen’s families who are going
through a crisis or a difficult time. This
program has helped over a dozen families since 2016.
Cain had been living and working in
Washington D.C. since 2005 and spent
time in Maine each year. “We intended
to retire here but then in our early 50’s
decided ‘why not now?’ We relocated
permanently three years ago,” he said.
Citizen Maine now has one store in
Damariscotta and a second, featuring bed and bath items, opening in
town later this year. The company’s
Citizen Maine in Damariscotta.
Lobstermen’s Collection features
colorful lobster graphics on everything from children’s clothes to aprons
and beach totes. “Our company values are giving back to the local community.
We liked the idea of contributing to something that gives directly to those in
need,” he said.
The husband-and-wife team behind Industrial ME also felt a strong desire to
contribute to the MLCA. “We wanted to partner with an entity that is helping
sustain the lobster culture in the state,” explained co-founder Deirdre Smith.
“The MLCA’s mission aligns with what we think should happen in Maine. It
takes a reasonable approach to helping communities on the ground.”

Cobalt Sky Studios, operated by Marley
Wilkinson, makes a regular donation to the
MLCA as well. Wilkinson makes brightly
colored lobster buoy pillows which she sells
through her online store on Etsy. She began
the business in 2009, inspired by the buoys
she saw off Pemaquid Harbor. Her buoy pillows can be custom-made to a lobsterman’s
own colors or simply emblazoned with lobsters, crabs, anchors and other figures. “I
value the rich history of Maine’s multi-generational fishing communities,” Wilkinson
said. “I draw on that for my business and I’m
so happy to be able to contribute to the lobster fishery’s sustainability in return.”

Cobalt Sky Studio lobster
buoy pillows.

Rugged Seas, based in Portland, recycles old fishing bibs into backpacks,
clutches and totes. The company also produces a line of sweatshirts, T-shirts
and other apparel that highlight Gulf of Maine fisheries. Started by Taylor
Strout and his wife Nikki in 2020, Rugged Sea donates a portion of its profits to
the MLCA and to the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association.
Strout grew up on the Portland waterfront. His father, Frank Strout, was a
board member of the MLA. “I fished with my dad out of Portland and then got
my student license. I had a 17-foot Whaler and hauled by hand,” Strout said.
Later he headed west for college in Colorado. After graduation he began fishing
in Alaska. “But every time I got back home, I saw that fishermen had to go to
more meetings, that there were real struggles for the fishing industry. I wondered what could we do?”
Underlying that question was a larger one: how to connect people to Maine’s
working waterfront and fishermen? The couple brainstormed for several years
before settling on recycling fishermen’s bibs. “Bibs are used in every single fishery, no matter what you are doing, selling bait, whatever. We thought, let’s find
a new purpose for them,” Strout said. He washed a few discarded bibs at home
and found that they cleaned up fairly well. Now the company sends donated
bibs to Maine dry cleaning company Pratt Abbott for a thorough wash, where
they are also pressed and folded.
Obtaining the bibs has been a collaborative effort. All six Hamilton Marine
stores in the state and Vessel Services Inc. in Portland have drop-off barrels. Fishermen are also invited to mail their old bibs into the company,
postage paid.
Using the old to make something new is just part of the company’s mission.
Taylor and his wife are committed to supporting Maine’s fishing heritage
through linking people to fishing communities. And contributing to the MLCA
is one way to do that.
“It comes down to having a voice,” Strout said. “We’re all individual fishermen
and we need a strong unified voice. I have to hope that we can sustain [the
lobster fishery] as we go forward. It’s a sustainable fishery and it gave me
everything I had as a child.”

Industrial ME items in Industrial ME Wiscasset store.
Deirdre and her husband Brad, who go by the name Mr. and Mrs. Claws, created the company in 2019. Brad, a welder, and Deirdre, who worked in technology management for decades, wanted to go on a new career path, one that they
could travel together. They hold a recreational lobster license and one day after
hauling, created a metal sculpture of a lobster. That sculpture led to other lobster-related items made of metal, primarily with a lobster claw shape, which
drew praise from friends and others. “So we started online in 2019 and found
some wholesale accounts,” Smith said. “All of our products we make ourselves.
I draw the design and he cuts it.”
Industrial ME offers everything from metal jewelry, trivets and platters to lobster claw T-shirts, baby items, and mugs in eye-catching colors. In May they
opened “the shed” on the town dock off Route 1 in Wiscasset. “It’s a good opportunity to test our products directly with the public. And we’ve been pleasantly surprised by the response,” Smith said. In addition to Industrial Maine
items, the shed features a table of MLCA materials to help inform shoppers
about the Maine lobster fishery and the complex problems it currently faces. “I
talk to everybody about you guys!” Smith said.

Nikki and Taylor Strout on the Portland waterfront.
C. McCracken photo.
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DMR AQUACULTURE LEASE APPLICATION STATUS FOR OCTOBER (as of 9/27/21)
For an interactive source of pending lease applications, please see DMR’s new “Table of Lease Applications Under Review” where
you can find maps and documentation with just one click. Go to: www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/leases/pending.html and click
INTERACTIVE DATA TABLE at the top of the list.

Experimental Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat

E of Western Head & Li'l Rvr Isl, Cutler
Hrbr

Cutler

4 acres

Finfish

3 yrs

Site Review Complete 3/20/2020

Whisky Stones, LLC

E of Dogs Head, Harpswell Sound

Harpswell

0.481 acres Shellfish

3 yrs

App rec'd, Comments due 3/3/21

Doyle, Victor

E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

1 acre

Shellfish

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed

Mussel Bound Inc.

Barlett Narrows, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

3.55 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Lease granted 9/15/2021

Bracy L, and Lombardo, P

N of Coombs Cove, Pemaquid River

Pemaquid

1.6 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

App rec'd 7/19, comments due 8/21/21

Miller,Mark

S of Eagle Island, Wheeler's Bay

St. George

3.9 acres

Marine
Algae

3 yrs

Appl. Rec'd 7/28/21; comments due
8/28/21

Johnson, Ezra et al.

NE part of Burt Coat Harbor

Swans Island

1.6 acres

Shellfish

3 yrs

Appl. rec'd 5/24; comments due 6/26/21

Hunt, Stewart

Upper Basket Island Ledge, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.9 acres

Shellfish/
algae

3 yrs

App rec'd 5/24/21; comments due 6/26/21

Standard Lease Applications
Name of Applicant/Company

Site

Town

Size

Product

Duration

Status

Acadia Aqua Farms LLC

NE of Sunken Ledge, Frenchmen Bay

Bar Harbor

68.3 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 5/3/21; site review TBD

Pemaquid Mussel Farms LLC

Mt Desert narrows, E of Googins Ledge

Bar Harbor

32 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 5/7/21, site review TBD

Johnson, Timothy

SE of Barnes Pt, Middle Bay

Brunswick

17 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 3/15/21, site review TBD

Nice Oyster Company, LLC

E of Woodward Pt, New Meadows River

Brunswick

4.49 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

application rec'd 4/21/21; site review TBD

Great Ledge Cove Seafood LLC

NE L'il Chebeague Isl, Wstrn Chandlers
Cove

Chebeague Isl

6.85 Acres

Marine
Algae

20 yrs

Scoping session Aug 30, 2021 5 pm

Hunt, Stewart

N/NE of Seal Ledge, Casco Bay

Chebeague Isl

13.75 acres

Shellfish/
algae

20 yrs

App rec'd 6/8/21; site review TBD

Schoodic Seafarm LLC

off Long Mill Cove, Gouldsboro Bay

Corea

2.2 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

App rec'd 9/24/20; site review scheduled

Summit Point LLC

NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth
&

Cumberland

100 acres

Marine
Algae

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Dickenson, Christopher

800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

1 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing May 10 3 pm- remote

Dodge Cove Marine Farm

SE of Dodge Pt

Damariscotta

12.26 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

app rec'd 7/15/21; site review TBD

Coffin, Bailey

W of Sow & Pigs Isl, Casco Bay

Freeport

6.84 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 6/16/21 - Site Review TBD

Harraseeket Oyster Co.

S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco
Bay

Freeport

7 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing sched for 9/27/21, 3 pm

Love Point Oysters, LLC

SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing 10/26/2021, 4:30 Freeport

Love Point Oysters, LLC

S of Crab island, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.15 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Public Hearing 10/26/2021, 4 pm Freeport

Maine Ocean Farms, LLC

E of Wolfe's Neck, Recompense Cove

Freeport

9.88 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing 9/13/21, 3 pm, Freeport

Cooke Aquaculture USA, Inc

Off Black Island

Frenchboro

15 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

comments sought for Lease renewal 6/12/21

Restorative Aquaculture LLC

Middle Bay, E of Scragg Island

Harpswell

9.89 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Draft app rec'd scoping session 8/9/21 9am

Islesboro Marine Enterprises, Inc

NE of Flat Island, Penobscot Bay

Islesboro

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 4/1/21, site review TBD

Moosabec Mussels Inc.

Off old Point, Jordan River

Lamoine

89.78 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Lease renewal; comments due 6/26/21

Maine Oyster Inc.

E and S of Lehman Isl. Upper Sheepscot Rvr

Newcastle

10 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 6/17/21; site review TBD

Hermit Island Oyster Co, LLC

Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hbr, New Meadows
Rivr

Phippsburg

2.56 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 5/26/21; site review TBD

Maine Fresh Sea Farms LLC

Clark Cove, Damariscotta River

So. Bristol

3.6 acres

Marine
Algae

10 yrs

Application rec'd 5/4/21, site review TBD

Dewey's Shellfish, LLC

NW of Peters IslandDamariscotta River

South Bristol

0.58 acre

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application rec'd 8/16/21, site review TBD

Morning Star Fisheries, LLC

Sheepscot River, W of Boston Island

Southport

4.5 acres

Marine
Algae

20 yrs

Scoping Session 8/26/21 6 pm Southport

Brewer, Robert

E of Penobscot Bay SW of Andrews Island

Stonington

3.26 acres

shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping Session 12/21/20 4 pm

Harvey, Brian

W of Haynes Pt, Goose Cove, Western Bay

Trenton

6 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 3/27/2020

Butterfield, Keith

SE of Little Moshier Island

Yarmouth

2.72 acres

Shellfish/
algae

20 yrs

Application rec'd 5/26/21; site review TBD

Henninger, Thomas

Broad Cove, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

5.9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Application submitted 7/9/20

Maine Source Seafood

E of Lane's Isl, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.48 acres

Oysters

20 yrs

Public Hearing 3/16/2021

Moeser, Amanda

S of Lanes Isl, Inner Casco Bay

Yarmouth

9 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Public Hearing 7/12/21 3 pm, remote

Nickerson, Travis

E of Blaney Pt

Yarmouth

2.80 acres

Shellfish

20 yrs

Scoping session 5/30/21 10 am

Wolfe Neck Oyster Co. LLC

SE of Lanes Island, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

8 acres

Shellfish

10 yrs

Hearing scheduled for 8/23/21,
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GUEST COLUMN: MLMC plan includes product innovation, brand protection
By Marianne LaCroix

Given the uncertainties about market conditions this year, the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) adopted a flexible marketing plan that we
were able to adapt throughout the year as circumstances and needs changed.
Below is a summary of several key tactical programs we executed to keep
Maine lobster top of mind with consumers and to protect the brand.
Product Innovation
To grow demand among food manufacturers and grocery stores, MLMC
launched an initiative to develop new ways to use Maine lobster in consumer
products. The first step was research into consumer trends and grocery store
capabilities. Data showed that Maine lobster is a much-loved protein that people would purchase more often if it were available in more product formats.
Consumers said they would even be willing to
pay more for products containing Maine lobster.
With seafood sales at an all-time high in grocery
stores, it is an ideal time to develop new consumer-friendly retail products.
As part of this initiative, MLMC partnered with
East Coast Seafood to create a lobster butter. Released around National Lobster Day in
September, MLMC used the unique new product
to generate coverage in consumer media outlets
including Food Network, USA Today and Guilty
Eats to name a few.
The MLMC also partnered with product development company Culinex to develop new Maine
MLMC photo.
lobster product concepts based on consumer
trends that we uncovered in our research, like
an increased interest in breakfast and a desire to eat local. The result is nine
product platforms such as “Made in America,” which features Maine lobster
incorporated into classic American dishes like Lobster French Fries (lobster
mixed with mashed potato, shaped and fried), Lobster Hush Puppies and
Lobster Johnny Cakes. Other concepts include “Elevated Breakfasts” with products like Lobster Cream Cheese, Breaking Bread with Maine Lobster Biscuits,
Maine Lobster Baos, Surprising Soups and Succulent Sausages. Each concept
includes at least three new products.
We are also promoting product innovation to retailers and food manufacturers this fall through targeted webinars with Seafood Source and Food Business
News, as well as digital advertising and social media.
Of course, all research and product concepts are available to Maine dealers
and processors to use and produce. As we continue to promote Maine lobster
product innovation, we encourage all Maine lobster processers to share their
new products with MLMC so that we can include them in future promotions.
Brand Management
Regarding North Atlantic right whales, it’s been an active year, with the release
of the Biological Opinion and the new whale regulations. The MLMC has taken
a multi-tiered approach to ensuring that the fishery’s perspective is communicated to the public. In the spring, we conducted consumer research to gauge
both awareness of and responses to different messages around the issue. We
learned that people responded best to positive messages about all the steps
Maine fishermen have already taken to protect whales, rather than directly
confronting the claims of groups calling for more restrictions. That insight has
guided our communications. We have an ongoing social media campaign that
highlights efforts to protect whales and sustainability in general. We directed
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reporters covering the issue to fishermen that the
MLMC has trained specifically to handle this topic.
The MLMC also used two paid media opportunities
scheduled to hit when media would already be covering the issue — after the release of the Biological
Opinion in the spring and after the release of the new
whale regulations in September. The first was a satellite media tour, which is a controlled TV/radio interview segment that is pitched to local stations. It apMarianne
pears alongside regular news content, but is highly
Lacroix is the
controlled with pre-selected questions, messaging
MLMC executive
and spokesmen. Lobsterman Chris Welch conducted
director.
an unprecedented 23 remote interviews in a single
day resulting in broadcasts in 18 media markets and
on three national stations; we also reached an additional 330 markets through
our video and audio news release.
To promote the Maine lobstermen’s perspective in the fall, we wrote an ‘advertorial’ (a paid placement that looks like a regular news article) in Fast Company
magazine; we will drive additional views through digital advertising and social
media promotions.
Maine Activities
Every year, the MLMC participates in activities that help to promote lobster here
in Maine. This year, we partnered with the organizers of Maine Restaurant Week
to create the first-ever Maine Lobster Week. Culminating on National Lobster
Day on September 25, Maine Lobster Week helps to drive traffic to Maine restaurants and online shippers. Plus, it gives locals and tourists alike a chance to
show their love and support for an important Maine industry. Although this is
an incredibly difficult year for restaurants, we were pleased to have over 40 restaurants participating in the event, as well as eight online shippers.
The MLMC is also partnering with the Global Culinary Innovators Association
to provide its chain restaurant menu developers with an immersion tour of the
Maine lobster industry in October. The group will learn about sustainable fishing methods on a lobster boat and about supply chain logistics through touring
live and processing facilities. We’re working with local chefs to make sure that
the group tastes a variety of unique lobster dishes as part of their tour.
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In the
NEWS
NEW METHOD HELPS PINPOINT LOBSTER AGE
Researchers at the University of East
Anglia in England believe they’ve
cracked the code of understanding
lobster age. A lobster molts frequently, thus making it difficult to estimate
age. Other methods, such as examining proteins in a lobster’s brain, or
growth rings in its eye stalks, cannot
be used on a living lobster. The research team have developed a DNAbased method of pinpointing the
age of younger lobsters to within 1.6
months. The study was published in
the journal Evolutionary Applications.
The researchers obtained lobsters
DNA tells the age of these young
raised from eggs so they would know
lobsters. Photo courtesy of M.
their exact age. They then took tissue
Taylor, University of East Anglia.
samples from the lobsters’ claws and
measured DNA methylation, which is
known to decrease with age. They used that data to build a model to estimate
the age of their wild lobsters, most of which were estimated at between 40 and
55 months old, or about 3.5 to 4.5 years old. The DNA technique could be used
to gain a better understanding of the age of lobster stock and stock health, and
manage it more sustainably.
NEVER TOO OLD TO LOBSTER
Rockland resident Virginia Olsen, 101, made the national news in September
as the state's oldest active lobsterman. She has lobstered all her life, first with
her late husband and now with her 78-year-old son Max. Oliver started lobstering at age 8, and these days she catches them using a boat that once belonged
to her late husband called “Virginia.” she has no plans to quit lobstering any
time soon. She and Max fish out of the Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op. “I like

doing it, I like being along the water,” she said. “And so I’m going to keep on doing it just as long as I can.
KELP BUSINESS SECURES FUNDING
TO EXPAND
Atlantic Sea Farms, a commercial kelp
grower and processor, is preparing to
expand with the completion of a funding round and the addition of business partners and board members. The
amount of funding was not disclosed.
New York City-based Desert Bloom Food
Ventures, a fund that invests in and supports food companies, led the funding
round, and now occupies a board seat
alongside Lisa Sebesta, a regenerative
food-focused investor and consultant;
Photo courtesy of A. Sea Farms.
Chandler Jones of CEI Ventures; and
Briana Warner, president and CEO of
Atlantic Sea Farms, according to a news release.
LOBSTER A HIT IN HONG KONG
Food Export–Northeast’s Hong Kong representative organized an online promotion featuring American lobster tails with DayDayCook, a multimedia food
platform. The online promotion, which ran from July 30 through August 31, featured American lobster in three different ingredients packs. To drive awareness
of the recipe packs, DayDayCook focused on a number of promotional activities to encourage greater interest in trying American lobster and, thus, drive
sales for the partnership promotion. At its close, the promotion resulted in approximately $100,000 in sales comprising more than 6,600 pounds of Lobster
sold. The collaboration also helped expand awareness for American lobster as
a food product Hong Kong consumers are able to cook at home.

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.

3ALES 3ERVICE -AINTENANCEAND)NSTALLATIONOF

HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
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POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS







16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter
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DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com

ZZZDSSOLHGUHIULJHUDWLRQFRP

New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting
Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com
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More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org
October 1
Phase 2 Large Whale Rule scoping call-in day
(gillnet and other trap/pot fisheries), 12-6 p.m.
FMI:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/event/
phase-2-scoping-atlantic-large-whale-take-reduction-plan-modifications-call-days
October 4
Phase 2 Large Whale Rule scoping call-in day
(gillnet and other trap/pot fisheries), 8 a.m.3 p.m. FMI: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
event/phase-2-scoping-atlantic-large-whaletake-reduction-plan-modifications-call-days.
October 12
Phase 2 Large Whale Rule scoping call-in day
(gillnet and other trap/pot fisheries), 10 a.m.4 p.m. FMI: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
event/phase-2-scoping-atlantic-large-whaletake-reduction-plan-modifications-call-days.

October 16
Maine Lobster Boat Racing Association annual
meeting and awards banquet, Robinson’s Wharf,
Southport.
October 18-21
ASMFC 80th annual meeting, Ocean Place
Resort and Spa, Long Branch, NJ.
October 19
Ropeless Consortium Annual Meeting, online.
FMI www.ropeless.org.
October 26-27
North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium Annual
Meeting, online. FMI www.narwc.org.
October 29
DMR scallop license lottery appliction period
closes, 4:30 p.m.

MLA new staff continued from page 3

with the fishermen. It’s important to recognize that people can’t lose their jobs because of environmental protection efforts,”
he said.
Burola was raised by parents who worked
in international development, growing up
first in a suburb of Cairo, Egypt, then later
in Cambodia. Adapting to different cultures became part of his life. His parents
encouraged him to study STEM subjects in
school. In sixth grade he asked his teacher
what field might be good for him to pursue.
The answer was ‘environmental science.’
Eventually Burola moved to California for
college. “My undergraduate advisor was inPolicy specialist Nate
volved in marine science and asked me if I
Burola.
wanted to do research with her. So I did,”
Burola said. Over time, as he moved on to a
Master’s degree at the University of California at Santa Barbara, Burola found
himself studying everything from mussels and kelp to oysters and whales. “I
always wanted to go out in the field. But I realized that if you want to be a
scientist you need to have some skill with modelling, statistics, and so forth.
Environmental data science is a big marketable skill,” he said.
Burola’s latest project involved modelling whale hot spots, places where whales
aggregate, over time in Monterey Bay against Dungeness crab fishing areas.
“We used data from 1990 to 2020 and tracked how those hot spots shifted. That
was then overlaid against where Dungeness crab traps were set to see the interaction.” The hot spots moved as the climate in the area changed over the
thirty-year time span and water temperatures altered.
He was attracted to the newly-created MLA position because of the similarities
to the situation on the West coast. “The work I’ve been doing directly parallels
what the lobster fishery is facing. Right now I’m on the federal side of the fence,
producing data for the Southwest Fisheries Science Center. I want to work with
fishermen. This job is exactly what I’ve been looking for.”

Protecting the industry one buoy at a time.

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888

NH-Maine trawl survey underway
The fall survey began in New Hampshire waters on September 27 and
wil work its way east to finish up about October 29 near Cutler/Lubec.
The vessel is a white fiberglass Northeast 54’, the F/V Robert Michael of
Portland, captained by Rob Tetrault.
The survey is designed to provide information that has not been available to NOAA Fisheries Service for stock assessments. Obtaining this
information is critical to making rational management decisions. The
better information we have about all our fisheries resources, the better
we can ensure a future for both fishermen and the resource.
As in the past, DMR asks that on the scheduled day of the tow, an area
1/8th mile on either side of the tow line be clear of fixed gear. We make
every effort to avoid contact with gear by making at least one and often
two passes on the tow line before we set our gear. However, if buoys are
running under, we cannot see them and mistakenly conclude that the
area is clear. Clearing the area of gear avoids gear contact.
Each Class I, II, and III lobster license holder will receive a notice of the
start of the survey. This notice will contain a link to this site where the
daily schedule and charts are located to view scheduled tow locations
and coordinates. Marine Patrol will be on hand to assist with tow operations, including moving traps. In a past year there was some disagreement that resulted in activity that placed people and boats in danger. All
fishermen should understand that actions that place people and property in unsafe or dangerous circumstances may be violating the law and
could be subject to both criminal and civil penalties. We want very much
to avoid such situations and ask for your cooperation.
The best source of information is directly from the boat crew. You may
hail them on either channel 16 or 13, and then switch to your preferred
local working channel. The crew cell phone is 207-557-5276.
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Complete and Committed.
THE SCANIA MARINE SOLUTION.
0VUUIFSF DPOßEFODFJOQFSGPSNBODF SFMJBCJMJUZBOEPQFSBUJOH
FDPOPNZBSFUIFPOMZUIJOHTUIBUDPVOU8JUIUIJTJONJOE XF
DSFBUFEUIF4DBOJBNBSJOFTPMVUJPO"OBSSBZPGáFYJCMFPQUJPOT
JODMVEJOHSBUJOHT FRVJQNFOU JOTUSVNFOUBUJPOBOEUSBOTNJTTJPOT
8IBUFWFSZPVSTQFDJßDBUJPO XFXJMMQSPWJEFZPVXJUIUIFPQUJNBM
4DBOJBNBSJOFTPMVUJPO
1PXFSBUXPSL FWFSZJODIPGUIFXBZ

www.mackboring.com • 800-MACK-ENG

