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In order for the National Marine Fisheries Service (the Agency) to develop an effective right 
whale protection program, the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) calls on the Agency to 
take several actions: 
 

 publish a thorough analysis of its own data regarding known sources of entanglement 
risk to right whales;  

 conduct a new analysis of the risk reduction target, incorporating the new information 
identified by MLA’s recent analysis of NMFS’ data, and reconsider this goal in order to 
address its flawed assumptions and omission of consideration of risk posed by other 
U.S. fixed gear fisheries; 

 reconsider the gear designation for NMFS E22-14 due to the conflicting determinations 
between NMFS and the necropsy results with regard to the entangling gear; 

 incorporate the new data discovered by MLA into the ongoing analysis for the Biological 
Opinions for the American Lobster and Batched Fisheries;  

 withdraw the Technical Memo entitled “North Atlantic Right Whales – Evaluating their 
Recovery Challenges in 2018” due to inaccuracies and misleading information; 

 correct misleading presentations of data on entangled right whales which imply that 
serious injury and mortality from the Northeast lobster fishery exceeds Potential 
Biological Removal (PBR), even though this assertion is not supported by the data;  

 resolve issues associated with the “decision support tool”, in particular the deficiencies 
with the whale model and gear severity index, before it is used to assess the efficacy of 
management approaches; 

 re-convene the Take Reduction Team (TRT) so it can appropriately advise the Agency on 
effective management approaches to aid in the species recovery based on a 
comprehensive understanding of known entanglement threats; 

 address other human-caused threats to right whales and their habitat such as seismic 
testing, offshore wind developments, offshore aquaculture and ship strikes; and 

 conduct research to improve our understanding of right whales and their threats such as 
investment in the development of a tagging device to improve data on right whale 
distribution, increased right whale surveillance in regulated waters, stable funding for 
long-term plankton monitoring and development of right whale habitat suitability 
models. 

 


